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rrtOPOSALS ON THE SUGGESTED CONFRRENCE OF MARXIST LENINISTS, 

From the Communist Workers Movement. 

To all Marxist Leninists in Brftain, 
.I ~ • .. 

Comradesf ~ · - · · · · · ·· · 
More than ever before there is an urgent ne'~(f ·.::(~:t"' ·unity among 

1Vlarxist Leninists to forge a path for the: British Revolution. 
Not only is the crisis deepening,. ·with ~he possibtJ:i'tY ·of 'its· 

.de_yolpptng iJ?.~O a .. revo~uti~~ary s;ituation, but as a c:orolla'ry.,. -too . 

. forces · o:f.~, .reaction are ge'tting {)!"ganised, ~nd shamefully t -O ad!I).it . 
.• .. 1 A ' -

'far. bett'er. thart we ar'e. . •· 1 • • 

. The ~ P.rol.~t~ria t : .fight·s ·ooc·k ,' but · still · remains trammelled un<;lei­
the illusions of social-democracy and trade vn;ion consciousmess ,: 
while the betrayals of revisionism have only strengthened and 'p'er:.; 
-p~.tu.at_ed ~his . confusion. .. , · .. ··.~' ~-;· · .. 

In these pressi~ circumstances·, ; tpe . re·sponsi:bilities on the 
shoulders of Ma.rxi$t-Lenii1i~ts ." are greg.t. ·. .. 

Yet we are disastrously-weak, organisationally, and ide0l­
-ogically. For . years we ha ye recognised · the . need for . ? r~v0l1J t-: , r1 ..... . ,. 

-ar.y .pa.r.ty~ and '. have . tried in our seperate ways to build it' or at 
least lay ~he foundatiotls . for :, it. ·' . ' r . 

Yoday, we can no long~r~go _ 9ur ~eperate ways ••• difficul~ though 
it ~ay be·, ~~ !11\l.St ~ome together to synth~sise our ~collect1ve .. exp-

-erience to formulate a common l~ne and programme.· . . 
lJJhen the Communist Workers Movement was formed, it set itself 

no other task.~ than this .:._-a · stimulus to tinity. In . our 'Open 'Letter· 
.to Marxist Leninist Organisati~ns; 'we called upon TMarxist - : Leninis~s 
to work together fori the conve ning · of ~ Nat::lonal Conference, this 
year , the aim ,of -wh:ich .wi·ll be't.o Qring togetHer. the collective 
experience of Marxist Leninists 1. ·.and ':to develop· .e!',' programme of 
practical a~ ··theore~icq'l. ·wor.k .~towa~Q..S:• tlhe.--found·ing conference of 
the revolutionary party. , . . . ., . . . . • . . .. 

. Since .:tl/eri-. there. have .been . ~ vav:ious ~!iis. cuss-ions ·with organis'ations 
and irldiv-iduals across the 'country' and now the planning of this con= 
-ferehce is well under way. 

. : ' .. '· . ' .. ' 

1· ••.•••• It i .s p·roposed . that the · conf~rence should ·take place in 
Birmingha~ on Sat.urqay and S:unday, 2nd and)rd of Jiuly ~1 977. 

2 ••..•• ~Mapc;i~t Leninist groups or ind:i;viduals from all .ov.er Britain 
will be invited. It is hoped that where groups are involved, all 
members of t:he gr.PllP w:ill be·,abl:e to· ~ttend. ··.'" 

3 ••••••• The proposed agenda 'is 

Saturday 2nd 
10a.m ••••••.• conference open~d 

Inroductions 
The Crisis -National and International 

-ecomomic, political , ideological. 
:J.t p. m. • ...••• lVleal Break 
2 p.m •••.•••• Towards a ClasscAnalysis 

-- ~-

5p.m •••.•••• Break 
5.45 p. m. • .. . On Ideology -!V1arxisrn-LenJ.n:tsm

2 
Revisionism, Soc~- J . 

Democracy, The threat of Fasc1sm 
The Trade Union Move~~ 

7.30 p.m. End of Session 

Sunday, 3rd Julp 
1:o a .m ••..••• On Pract~ce, The Mas\ ~J.ln§__ 



• ' . ~ .. .. -. j - " 

1p.m~ Meal Break 
2p.m •••.••••. The Way Forward · 

The !'arty · ' 
A ·Congress 
Organisation 

4P• m•· •.•• ;.:.::.r.-:~ The· ·· rnternat-ionei-le~ 

-, . 

.~ . 

•J 

..... 
-~ .; 

~ _ .... ; .... 

. ' 
' 

4 •..•• .-Discus;s;ions wiil- be bas_ed on :' paper:s pre.pared O:~d:. aistributed 
in advance of 'the; :c~onference· ·"and wfll:· consist of the full texts of 
all corrtrihuti_ons. f:r:pm. _groups- .or .in~iyiduaJ.:s attending ·the c:Onf'erence, 

Therei"ore you ·are asked t'o' submlt all s ,u_ch _papers, w~ll ,in adyancE;l : 
of :the conference, - and ' either ready duplicated or on Gestet:her · , · 
stencils. . . 
5 ••••• The buildup timetable is as follows;-

·r · ·.~ ·.~J .4e~dl;i.n~t f~F~ .prl·imi~·ry, ~i~ts. of · _comrades attending~, and:~:... 
·.: numbers nee_d~ng accomodat~on ••.• ·.- ~ .Jrd lVlay . ·: · 
b)Deadli'ne Tor receipt of written COJatributions 

~)deadline for 
.. and ._ for fees 

. --~ d.) conference 
\, • ' I • 

6.: ... rt ~ i~ ~~~ential 
as pos~il;lle _, .. 1 ' ·. · 

. . . . · • • ~ • • ·• · 1 7t h .lVla y · 
finaJ. : at-tendance ll.sts/aecomodatibn e·tc. · 

.• • • • • · •.• -.17th June 
pape:r;s to · b~ d.i'f3tributed . . · 

••.••••• 31st .May . · . . 
that 'we ' know the numbers ·atteriding 'as soon 

7; ~ i .• Bec~u~~ . o~ - s~;~rity ·it is obviou~ th~t whe~~ avqidable ~e do -· 
not expect names o:f delegates to be . seri~' . and . so ,.each ,comrade attend­
-ing will be issue.d with a ··numbered .conference -ticket,. 'which . wi:l;l 
act as a mearis of identificatmon. In the ca~e qr, ·· qrgahisations .. they . 
will . get the P.equest~d number ·. of tickets and .o.·o~um€n-)t·s 

1to apportion 
themselves. · NobodY will .. be allowed entry w:Lthout a ticket. 

·• ... ~ ... • ~ 1 • : . • ! .:. ~ . . ' _... . .. 

8 •...•• Accorri9da.tion. wi:l;l be T)rovide~ wberE? regue·st~d; and the . con..: 
-ference ..f'ee. tprovis~onally. £z pe:r head} w.1l1. ··:Lnclude a mid-day ": 
meal. · · · · ' · ' · · -: · ·• · : . 

. r 

These· t ·hen af€1 .. t .h_e .. -prcipo~~rar ·s .• . We ~e.l~pme ~ny ·id~~s · yo~ ·'may :have: ·to . 
improve the agenda ·but ask that · these be submitted::by: 30th Marck; ·-.... 
so that adequate time ae given for the preparation and submission 
of documents • . Loc:al discussions -f,!an be · arranged for · ·groupd a;nd. 
individlilals . about any.· agenda : ame,ndm~.!lt::J. -: .for pef.,ore t -he. . 30th March. 

We _w,_quld "al'so. apprec~atEq, an . .a_stimate-. octr numbers_: attend:i -ng hy. -tha-t· . 
date·. · · · , . \.; :1 .t · -.,~ .. 

! :. 
·: r,• ' -

•'t # 

Yours Fraternally 

THE C01\1iVIUNIBT ~~ORKERS MOVE!vlENT .. · · · · · · · · · 
OCTOBER BOOKS · ~1' 
,4B TEMPLE . COURT--_ ; ____ · ........ ·---~~ 
· . LIVER?OOL2 . , .. 
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I '';' .. 

TIICS:cJS OF THE CFB (M-1) FOR THE CONF:SRENCE OF MARXIST-1ENINISTS. 

I. A conference to. found a new revolutionary Comnrunist Party is premature. There is 
still no Party programme and no Party rules and there is still no single leading centre. 

2; However a conference that has the following limited but definite aims will be 
useful : 

a. To clarify and win unity of thinking on major questions of ideological and 
political line, internationally and /nationally. 

; b. To agree on what .organizational steps toVI'erds Party-building are cor --ect and 
shouid be taken at the present time. · 

3. ·rherefore the . CFB(M-1) submits the following theses on the main questions to be 
discus2ed at the conference. . · · · 

The cri::-is - international. 

4. The principal contradiction in the world today is between the oppress ed peoples 
and nations of the world and the two superpowers~ the Soviet Uriiol'l and the United State s ~ 

5. The Soviet Union is the more dangerous superpower.and the most dangerous source 
of war. 

6. The international working class and oppressed peoples of the world must resolutely 
unite, and in so doing, must build the broadest possible united front against i mperial­
ism, especially the hegemonism of the two superpowers. 

7. The main force in the struggle against the hegemonism of the two superpowers are 
-the c6utltries of the third world. 

B. An intermediate vacillating force in the struggle against the hegemonism of the 
two superpowers are the countries of the second world, the minor imperialist powers 
such as Britain. 

9. In the }Jr0s ent int::rnuttonal stru01::le -aga_inst',the ~upcrpo~rs, the .existen,c.e and 
enlargement of the EEC is primarily positive. · 

. IO. War is inevitable anct Europe willJ.. ; h:e ... the main batt-leground of the next world war. 
Only a people's war can defeat the Sovie~ aggressbrs; the working class will have to 
struggl e with t4e ·bourgeoisie to win the leadership of -any people's war of natio.nal 
resistance. ·· 

The · crisis national. 

II. · In Drituin the principal contradiction is. between the working class and t he 
imperialist bourgeois i e . 

. 
I2. The working class must overthrp\v the dictatorship .of the bourgeoisie by socialist 

revolution, sma sh the bourgeois state and es:tablish the dictatorship of .the proletariat. 

I3. The struggle a gainst the imperialist bourgeoisie must be combined with the stru­
ggle against the hegemonism of the two superpowers. Revolutionary Communists must 
struggle to make the British government line up with the third world. · 

I4. The basic contradiction is between ·the social character of production and the 
control of the means of production by the members of the monopOly capitalist class . 
This basic contradiction gives rise to ;economic and political crises which the 
bourgeoisie. are · unable to solve . 

I 5• ~he monopoly capitalist bourgeoisie try to solve their crisis by loading it onto 
the backs of the working people; mainly by trying to stepping up the ~te of exploit­
ation of :the working .class through ipcreased productivity; inflation, wage restraint, 
unemployment and taxation. · ·· 

I 6. British monopoly capitalism is being wiped out by competition from rival i mper-
.. .... 



ia1ist powers; the means of production in Britain is being destroyed by i mperialism. 

n. The third world's struggle for national liberation and a new intcrno.tiono.i ·econ­
omic order ' is st:I'iking reJ,entless blows against Dritish imperialism. 

18~ The crisis of . Dri tish imperialism compels more and more state control of industry. 
Natignalization ahd I government assistance I represent merely the general tendency to 
extreme conQent~ation and centralization of capital under monopoly capitalism. 

. -
19. The working class must fight all -attempts by the monopoly capi ta.lisj bourgeoisie 

to shift the burden of their econom!c crisis onto our backs. U e must make the bourPois­
ie pay for their crisis! 

20 • . The fund~mental political problem for the mono:r:' :hy capitalist bourgeoisie is how 
to maintain an effecient state which protects the class interests of only a small 
minority of the population while disguinine ita true nature from the great majority 
of the people . ' 

21. The so-called two party system is but a device for maintaining the dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisie. The two main political parties are two wings of a single· bird of 
prey. :aoth unite in trying to soften the working class and ke :>p it trapped and exploit­
ed under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. 

22. As between the two main bourgeois political parties, the Labour Party is not the 
"leeser evil " as the opportunists shout. The Labour Party is the greater danger·! :C'Y 
their cry the opportunists try to tie the working class to the coat~tails of a · bourgeois 
reformist party. 

23. The bourgeoisie prefer to conceal their dictatorship under the mask of bourgeois 
democracy. Dut increasingly, as their rule is threatened and whenever it is in their 
interests. to do so, they will o.ttempt to prolong their rule by introducing fascism and 
faocist methods. 

Towards a class analysis. 

24 •• \vho are our enemies? Who are our friends? This is a question of the. first "import­
ance for the revolution. 

25. Our enemies are the monopo.ly capitalist class and all those in league with them. 

26. The l eading force and the main force in the socialist revolution in Britain is 
the working classlJl and in particular the industrial working class. 

27. The petty bourg~oisie and intelligentsia form a large 'body of middle strata of 
working people mo.st of whom can become the close friends of the working class in the 
struggle for the socialist revolution. 

28. The small and medium bourgeoisie is partly op; rEssed and exploited by the mon­
opoly capitalist bourgeoisie, but ip general it lines with the monopoly capitalist 
bourgeoisie. Our aim wfth these s-ections of the bourgeoisie is to nuetralise them 
in the struggle for the socialist revolution. 

On ideology. 

29. The British monopoly capitalist bourgeoisie would long .ago have b~Pn overthrown, 
l;>Ut for the exist ence of bourgeois ideology and o~ op ;ortunism within th e: working .class. 

30. A serious form of bourgeois ideology within the working class is opportunism • . The 
fight against imperialism is a sham and a humbug unless it is inseparably bound up 
with the fight against op~ortunism. 

31. Opportunists are agents of the bourgeoisie within the working class movement. The 
active people in the working class movement who adhere to the opportunisttrend are 
better defenders of the bourgeoisie than the bourgeoisie itself. · 

32. The task of winning over the , class.:.conscious vanguard to- a .conviction in the 



necessity for revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat cannot be. accom•1lis hed 
without a complete ideological and political victory over opuortunism within the van­
guard of _the working class. 

33. Revisionism is the most dangerous enemy in the working class movement becaus·e it 
uses the ~me and terms of Communism to deceive the working class. 

34. Within. Brita:i,n., sociai ·democracy is the most 'eidesprea.d ideological enemy withi n 
the working, cla~s n1ovement. 

35. Rascism is a serious divisive ideological tdndancj which. imperialism uses to ~plit 
the ranks .of th.e working class. It is the main ideological weapon which the monopoly 
capitalist-bourgeoisie use iri order to try and bring in fascism) and to justify their 
increasing use of fasci'st methods. 

On praCtice. ' ' 

36. Although in. general practice is primary over theory, at the present stage in 
BTitain theory must be primary over pxactice. However . practice is es sential and in 
some specific aspects of work it is already primary. 

37. It is esse~tial to grasp priori ties correctly on the basis Of the twb-historical 
tasks of revolution. The first historical task is to win the class conscious vangua rd 
to a conviction in the necessity for revolution and the dictatorship of the prmletariat. 
The second historical task of revolution . is to lead the masses in practical· activity 
towards the revolution. 

38. At ·this stage when organ zed resources are limited we must choose priJO.ri ties 
strictly bet,ween differenjJ _classes: ·"'e must direct all mass work to the working class, 
and concent.rate particulatly on the industrial working class. 

39.- At the place of work, in the course of struggle against the employer and the cap­
italist class,_ we I) rally the advanced workers around the revolutionary Communist 
Party, and 2) strive to turn the trade unions into fighting class otganizations. 

40. Our basic method is the mass line, Hfr ~m the masses, to the massestt. The -.:-evolu­
tio·nary Communist Party will increasingly lead and guide the mass of the peoplte to 
struggle for their just demands, sum up their experience and raise their ideological 
and political consciousness and their .organizational strength step by step, until they 
form a giant army capable of overthrowing the monopoly capitalist bourgeoisie . 

The national question in the -British isles. 

4I. We oppos 3 all national oppress ion w'ithin the United Xingdom in order to strengthP.n 
the fighting unity between the working class of the Dri tish isl => s against the Dri t s ih 
monopoly capitalist bourgeoisie. · -. ;, 

42. We uphold the right to self-determination, including the right to seperation, for 
pe:) ;_.Jles of Scotland' Wales and Northern Ireland. 

43. ~le sup£.ort the demand for regional autonomy within a federal republic for Scot­
land and Wales, but do not advocate speration for them. 

44. We advocate seperation of Northern Ireland from the British state, and demand 
that British troops get out of Ireland. \'le hope to see the unity of the fraterna l 
people of Ireland gradually grow in the common struggle against imperialism a nd 
reactionaries. 

45. In order to build the strongest possf'ble proletarian organiza tion to r esist and 
overthrow the united forces of British i~perialism throughout the British inporialist 
state , the revolutionary Cormnunist Party must be.- built and must rally the working 
class and working people in the struggle against Britisb imperialism and opportunism 
in all parts of that British state. This includes Northern Ireland unless and until 
the struggle to seperate Northern Ireland from the British state is successfull. 



The Way forward. 

46. Building the revolutionary Communist Party of the working class is the central 
task in Britain today. We must arrange all our work aro'und th·:s central task, and to 
serve this central task. . 
47. We must overcome the division of the small British Marxist-Leninist movement 

into a number of parties, organizations and circles. However it is premature to 
found the new revolutionary Communist Party until we have e. Party programme and a 
single leading centre. The target in the middle term must be to form one singl~ 
democratic-centralist organization. 

48. Federal forms of unification are opportunist because they do not challenge 
small group mentality openly and thP.y violate democratic-centralism. 

49. We must struggle hard to unite all genuine Marxist-Leninists. In uniting Marx­
ist-Leninists, the struggle for ideological and political unity must play -the l eading 
role. When ideological and political unity has been won on major questions between 
different groups it must be consolidated organizationally by uniting in a single 
democratic-centralist organization. 

50. Active ideological struggle is the key link in uniting the Marxist-Leninist 
movement for Party-building. 

51. We must grcsp 3 specific tasks to fulfill thG aim of establishing a single 
d3mocrntic-centralist Pnrty-building organi~~tion. 

r. Ideological struggle and education against s~~ll-group mentality. 

2. Unfolding of a milimnnt and scientific criticism of the errors of the CPB(M-L) 
as the first step of a protracted struggle against incorrect ideological and 
political lines on the British r evolution. 

3. Forming larger democratic-centralist organizations by uniting smaller organ­
izations. This is the key immediate stop on the road to a single demJcratic­
ccntrnli~t organization. 

\VORKERS AHD OPP:1ESS3D .PEOPLF.B AND NATIONS OF THB \lfORLD UNIT~! 

LONG LIVE MAlUISM-LENINISM-MAO TS mUNG THOUGHT! 

BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST }?ARTY OF THE \VQR;nNG ClASS! 

The Executive Committee of the CFB(M-L) May I977. 
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Coventry Workers Association Anendments to the Thesis 

/ Point 5 Delete substitute 
-t " The influence of the two super\ P'Jwers is not exercised in the 

~ sane nanner every where Consequently the rev0luti0nary forces Whilst 
~. denouncing both f#J/'-'- in their own spheres of influence have to po.J 
~ point the principal eneny .. 

Point 6 Accept 

Point 7 delete refer to point 6 

Point 8 Oppose substitute 
" In the struggle against the two super powers the lesser imperialist 
states such as Britain F ranee W.G ermany Japan etc have to be oppos 
ed and exposed as c·Jntending and colluding powers" • 

Point 9 Sppose substitute 
" The Party f Labour Of Albania, the Albanian state and pe0ple 

are against NATO and the Warsaw Treaty , against Comecon and the 
CoDBon Market, because these organisations are the basic instruoents 
of the expanxionist policy of the two superpowers,because they oppress 
exploit and inpoverish both the peoples of Europe and the peoples of 
the dev0l0ping countries,undermine both the revolution and the 
liberation of the peoples,and are instrunents of enslaveoent .. " 

..... Point IO oppose substitute 
" . s the crisis of imperialisn deepen s so do the threat ·of Wor~d War 
increases. War nay break out in any part of the World ·.The 
reactionary b o~geoisie of B ritain cannot be seperated from the forces 
of world ir::.p·e.ieialisn. ~herefore the prine task of revolutionariesin 
B rit ain is the overthrow of the B ritish ruling class. T his is our 
major and prime task in the struggleto avoid a world war .. 

. Point II accept add at end .. 
"i.e. that of B ritain,:u.s· and W.Europ3 and Japtin 11 

Point I3 ~word 
"the struggle again st the inperial ·~I.al ist bourgeoisie 

·B ritain is the fo cal point of our s truggle against 
. ~ the super powers. In its attenpt to Iilaintain 

B ritish ru ling class will collude Qlld contend with 
super pow~rs,h owever its basic inper ialist charecter 
modified 0 it has tp be snashed." . 

operating in 
the ·hegen onisn of 
its -.~osition the 
eit;her of th~ 
carir+ot be 

. ·~ 

Poin t I 7 reword · · ~ 
"'l'he national lib eration noveDen~s of As~a. Africa cl;d l~tin .Anerica 
are striking relentless blows aga~nst B r~t~sh fuper1.al sn" 

Point . I 8 reword 

" The cri::: :is of br.i tisH imperia~ial~sn . CODpels .tJ.ore and . D?re state 
control of industry • ation~l1.sat1.on and 'governentass~stance-' 
dem·: -;. sta:rate this crisis and is a I!lJ.nifestation of the dilemna. of 
capital. Revolu tionaries have to intensify the contradict~onsbetrween 
the bourgeois forces who . · strive for state ~onopoly cap~tal and those 
who seek to preserve parts of industry for existing monopoly and 
multi nationals. Withen this contadiction we seek to a denonstrate 
the ··.ce·ntral qu estion of properjry and class state power. 

,.~ . . 

'~- ... 



The subjective su p_port that· exists_ in t .he . working . class for 
nationalisation as' a ch_allenge t ·o: 'the pri:\rb.te, .owenership ol' the means , 
of produ ct,ion 1 has to be won __ ~ - for the developing -opp-osi tijn t o the 
bou rgeois st at e" . · · · 

'Point '19 delete 2nd sentence 

Point 20 delete "the fundamental " and substitute · . 

"anincreo.singly difficult "' 

t~en· add <it end ·point 23 

Points 21 and 22 combined and reword. 

.. . ! 

" T he sO .called two Party system i's but a device Jor the mainta ining 
of .. ~hE? dictatorship 0f the bourgeoisie. However it is essential t o 
understand th at the two parti.es-the tories and labour-have different 
origins and bases for -their oass appeals • The grip that social deno­
cro.tic ideology has in the working class n akes the Lab our party the 
more dangerous in diverting the class from the revolutionary path. 
Whi~st both p .C:trties serve . the inter.ests 0f the bourgeois system the 
s ubjective characteristics of them are different ·and re:volutipnaries 
will.·h ave . to dev,el·op ·different t actics in oppo-sing then> These t actics 
will ho.vd to 't ake into account the history the origin· and th,~ · l:)Ubjective 
char ttc,t .erfstic of the lab .. our Pc,:rty in particula r if we . a~re to win . 
l arge elements anongst its membership and supporters "f or ' -the · r~volutfoil- · 
ary p ath." 

. ' 

1,.: 



. _;· ____ J.',;?_U{'+'.S CONCERNING MARXI.ST....LENI.lU.ST UNI'l;'_.X 

I aw sure many other comrades wi~l make valuablo .~ c'ontributions to the conf- .: 
-erence: on the itecs on the tir.le-tab~e., fho con -:fere.U:ce \vj.ll, hopef~ly, mm~k a . 
significant step forward in o\ir str.uggle for l-lar:x:Lst-1eniP_j.st uility .' To help 
en.sure that thi.s is the case, I thl.nk it is important that we try to deal With 
tbx'ee :t;lajor questions, which have been raised by different comrades on a n1mber of 
occasions, before · the · conference; otl:l,erw:i.se, tli~ will hold bac~ our .struggles 
for unity,in the future, inc~uding at the conf!3rence •.. ~hese nuestions are:-
1. That of the struggle for poUtical and ideological unity. 
2. The reasons ·for the failure of the C.P.B.(M-1). 
3. The need for a prOgraLlnle of practical. work. · .. 

1..) ~ coorades h.ave stressed the need. for . ideological a.l'\d poll tical .";J, ,. ·;:-g.?.c' 
to attain ·unity· • . No Marxist-Leni.nist would deny th:Ls, but I think a couple of 
poi.rits need to be born€! in . mind when COL.lt'ades : taL~ about t:llcw F.i~rstly, that to pu:. 
the ezaphas:i.s qne-s:Ldedly on struggle is wrong. We should c·:.:.e.rt from the desire fo~~ 
unity, and proce.ed te> conduct ideological and .political £:tr1!ggl e in order to attain 

{

unity. · va.thout _the desire fo:r; un:i..ty, there is a danger of these struggles becolli.ng 
acadeW.:c and un-productive. ~urthermore, the purpose . of poll ti.cal and ideological 
struggle, at the present stage of the Harxist-Leninist . mov::;;:ient 1 s developcent is ··· 
to increase our unity; to talk s:i.uply about attai:Jaing .unity ·suggests that there is 
no unity .between us at the Qowent, which is not true. There isp in fact, constde::..~­
-able unity on the basis of M.arxiso-Leninisra-Mao. Tse-Tung TJ.lought- that's why 
there can be a l.arge. and productive conference :in July and why, on various occas­
-:i.onsJ coorades from .different organizations have been able to work well togethe1..,6 

·.secondly, the struggle for poU t:ical. and ideolltg:i.cal tm:i,ty is sometimes spoken 
about. as t~ough it is one that has to be co~p~eted before a ~arty or a united 

I party-building organization can be established. Thi.s is idealist .This struggle j . .s 
one · that w:i11 c:ontinu,e when a party . has been .estabb.shed, and throughout the 
period of :socialia:1, as the history of the Collli:.lunist Part~· of.· China ·shows. CcGtL1-
-uni.sts: devel.op a_t different rates, bourgeo:i,.s ideas :influence them al.I the tioe, 
and whenever proble~s arise, coora~es are bound to have ·sone disagrecwents about 
how to tackle the~a, so there . Will never be coaplete political and ideological · 
unity ruJ.ong British 'Coci.1unists. 'rherefore, to . delay organi. zd,tional unity unti::!.. 
cooplete poli ti.cal and ideological unity is attained is to delay it foreve:;.:·. 
Rather, it is a que.stion of attaining suff~cien~ ideological and political un.i..ty 
before we uni t€)

1 
in one party-building .orgqni.zation; it is ay view that uost ··of the 

Marxis.t·-Leninist novenent . already has that degree of unity politically and id0o-· ... 
-logically-JAC(M-L)' s 7 points are the essential ones, which I think all true 
l'larxist-Lenirdsts would accept. These don't represent 11 thc lowest co41D.on. denor.ri.nn.tor" 
as soBe people would suggest, but a high degree of unity. 
2.) In connection with the above, soue .com-ades suggest that the C.P .B.(H-L) was 
a failure because it was declared to be a party w:i. thout there having been a 
struggle for poll tical and ideological urd. ty; this has o~do then very carefu.J. 
about uniting precaturely in a single new party-building organization . The real 
point about the C.P.B.(M-L) :i.s, I think, that itJwas . .;;_ways a revisionist organiz·­
-ation, under revisionist leadership, though for sone t:ioe ~~ L:J.jority of its runk 
and file were good Marx::i..st-Lell.i..nists. Except on one o:;.· two nore obvious points, 
such as the questions of "peaceful transition" and "state of the whole people~' 
i t.s leadership never did break with revisionim-i t just cane otlt w:i. th neo-revi n­
-ioni sra! It wasn't forwing a party too early that was the fault with the C•P.B .. (~-11) 
-that could have been put right fairly easily; the fau:t t was that revision.i su 
was always in col:l.Calld. The real lesson that the experience of the C.P.B. (M-L) 
teaches us is that the fight against rev:i.sionisw is a ha.rd c:md cor.1plicated oneo 
I think that great efforts should be uade to e"~sure that that lesson. lhs learned, 
that the fight to aaster Marxist~eninist poli ::;ics end philosophy is stepped up 
(All opportunists ad cgunter-revolutionaries :wve tbis in coiJ.Lon- that they are 
idealist in philosophy, and do not grasp diale .:tica:. r:: =-:~erial:i.so.), and that reiii s­
-ionisn in its various for1as is conbatted in o 1r f:L ght fer unity, This is the right. 
answer, I think, to those who use the experieDJ3 of tlu C.P.B.(M-1) as an argunent 
against Mar:x:Lst-iaen:lnist unity :tn on.A mn·tv-buil<D.nr:, o :-ganization. 
3.) .Sone courades, notab~y in the ELMLA, have pl.ll.-~G~ -' - \. .1. , , ~.t ideological and 
political. nnity i.o no\". on-o-,1.eh: r.ol!1.1"ades need t' be · aol ~ to U.'"Ute ........... · .... ·.-:;- ·'. t.-• .. :-; a.J. 
work in an ongoing way. This is correct. A det riled pr .:>grarme of work WJ..l..l not; ·, 



~:·"!:-l_ng out, but at the J:lOBent, I thi.nk that ou:b jo:i,At p;ractical. activi.ties 
should . be concentrated on the follow.ing:-
a).StreJ:+gthening the foun~tions for the revolutionary party. In concrete terns, 
this means :.,. Increasing our efforts :to · g:l.. ve Mar:x:i..st;..Leninist leadership to 
nass struggles in the sector·s of work in ·which coi'..li'ades are involved. Co~peratlon 
should be stepped up and developed there-for exaople, coorades working -in the 
sane industry, for the saoe firn, in the sane uriion, in students 1 or tenants'work 
should get together to exchange experiences, atter.1pt to establish a firu basis 
for co-operation and work together as far as possible. Efforts need to be oade 
to win new recruits, who should be trained carefully as revolutionaries. Due 
allowance :o.ust be nade for new courades, or ' we will not be able to extend 
recruitoent: their process of developnent way be · slow, and they should not be 
forced along, or faced with responsibilities that should really only go to oore 
experienced, · tried and tested conrades. Priority should be given to recruit1:1ent 
in the proletariat, so that the revolutionary party of the future has a strong 
basis-people working in other sectors of society should try to assist 
the.se directly lhnvolved in this work. Efforts should be rJa.de to co;..ope;rate· in 
spreading Marx:i..st-Lenilrl.st politics v:ia leaflets, palilphlets, papers, deuonstratious, 
etc. All cori.lrades can. be involved :iln these activities. Those who argue that this · · 
is inpossible before a detailed class analysis or a thoroughgoing prograuwe has 
been deteruiued, etc., are wrong-the history· of the international. co~unist 
noveoent shows that these things have been worked out i.n the course of struggle 
by revolutionary parties, and not i.n advance; generally, they have started froL1 
a fairly low level and developed in depth analy~es, etc, as they have progressed, 
b) . Bui.lding the united front against inperialiBLl and fascisn. Much of the above 
applies here of course, but i.n this work we should _be seeking to unite a&l who 
can be united against the nain eneoy, under Marxist-Leninist leadership. · Anti.­
inperialist strugGles strengthen us by weakening our eneoies; it is correct that 
we should work to build a strong front of anti-ioperialist solidarity in ·this 
country. With the decline of ·-&i ti.sh ioperiali sD, due prioarily to the struggles 
of Third World peoples against i.wperialiso, for national-liberation, the British 
ruling class is resorting to fasciso. Therefore,the building of the united front 
against itlperialisn should also be bhe building of the united front against 
growing fasciSLl, All Marxist~eninists in Britain; wherever they aret can work on 
this,,building the united front froo below. ~his i.s an essential part of the 
preparation for socialist revolution in Britain • . _ 

Let us step up the struggle for 111arxist-Leninist unity; this becomes nore 
vital than ever as each day goes by. There is littl~ reason for further delay in 
uniting in one party-building organization; we should a.in to do this ill the very 
near future. 

! -
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ON "mE WAY FORWARD" 

Submitted by t,&.""ji' . P. , J . ll 1 :ad M.D. (London) 
Introduction 

No one who claims to be a l"JSrxist-Leninist will deny that we need a revolutionary party of 
the working class. Equally,r.o Marxist-Leninist can disagree that this party will only be forg-
ed through struggles involving both theory and practice. · 

can we deny that the main task facing us it to form the party and can we refuse to unite 
when it is not only possible to uni ~: e but urgent that we do so? We firmly believe that if those 
who attend the conference are reclly determined to unite then we will unite and get on with the 
real tasks. For after all, the formation of a party is only the first step, the means to an end. 

'.Jhat should follow the conference - a proposal 

We propose that after the conference,in the interim period before the formation of a pa r ty, 
in which several different Marxist~Leninist organisations continue to exist,Harxist-Leninists 
in different organisations or in no organisation begin to work together in an all-round way. 

For this purpose we propose the setting up of a new kind of organisation, a kind of joint 
organising commi tte, whose central tasl( would be to work to prepare the conditions for a single 
Mar:d st-Leni ni st: party to come into being. 

Thie joint or~antsing committee would do the following: 
l)Draw up a programme of work nationally and locally to be carried out collectively by 

the ~~rxist-Leninists. 
2)Draw up a programme of theoretical work to answer some of the important questions facing 

the Marxist~Leninist movement to be investigated by the Marxist•Leninists collectivel yv 
3)Work out a party Programme and Constitution based mainly on the experience of joint 

work and investigation envisaged in 1) and 2) 
4)\~ork to~vards organist ng the founding congress of the Party when the necessary conditions 

have been created. 
The joint organising committee should elect,at the conference or at its first meeting,a 

small functional cornmittee~The joint organising committee should meet within a short time after 
the conference and ar regular intervals subsequently. 

The joint organising committee should set up local ~anches and particular efforts should be 
made to shift the·- centre of the revolutionary movement closer to the industrial heartland~ of 
Britain.The joint organising committee should have some provision for finance in the form,for 
i nstance,of affiliation fee so 

Examples of wo~ which could be carried out collectively by Marxist-Leninists working t hrough 
such an orgatii sation . 

l)Spreading ~arxist-Leninist ideas by means of leaflets,pampblets,regular publicatipns,pick­
ets,demonstrations,stickers,posters and so on and so forth • i.e. a wide range of work which can 
be carried out far more effectively by larger numbers of ~arxist-Leninists working together than 
isolated groups working separately. 
1~o specific proposals:Activities around the coming 60th anniversary of the October Revolution. 
Ha ss leafletti ng (plus posters, stickers etc.) in working class areas, particularly London, to coun­
ter the growth of Fascism and mal<e widely known the revolutionary alternative. 

2)Promote exchange of experiences between Marxist-Leninists so that we can learn from each­
other and promote positive examF l eso 

3)Co-ordinate work - help ~~rxist"Leninists working in the same area or maybe in a different 
area but in the same company,industry or T.U. etc. to get together to co-ordinate their work 
and maybe begin to work out Marxist-Leninist policies for their places of work. 

We put these proposals forHard as general proposals for discussion and we hope comrades will 
consider them and put forward amendments and suggestions for improvement - or put forward alter­
native suggestions on how we may get out of the present state of disunity and go forward to­
wards building a united party of the working class. 

In support of the above proposal we would like to mal:e some general points concerntn6 r•The 
Way Forwardn. 

There are numerous contradictions and differences within our Karxst-Leninist movement.We be­
lieve that the overwhelm! ng majority constitute contradictions amongst the people and are not 
antagonisticoWhat we propose is that they should be handled in such a way that both the work 
to build the party of the wo=king class and the revolutionary work itself - may go forward. 

We also firmly believe that the necessary unity for the formation of the party will be forged 
mainly through Communists taking part in the revolutionary class struggle together.This is 
born out by historical experience - for instance the formation of the Party of Labour of Alban­
ia as outlined in the f'History of the Party of Labour of Alba~ia.•~. 



we propose that we should start off on an equal basis and work together.There are important 
questions of line,of theory to be answered.Let•s draw up a list of questions which need to be 
answered and go a~out trying to answer them and testing our answers in practice - togethera 
There is work to be done • let's draw up a programme of work of the kind that any one can see 
has got to be done in Britain today - work that only the Marxist-Leninists and no one else 
wil~ do - and in a way which will be much more effective and give the proletariat some confid· 
ence and cause to listen to us,namely by Marxist-Leninists working together and in harmooy,not 
separately and antagonistically. 

Fascism,Unemployrnent,the Cuts- and so on and so forth •let's not let the revisionists,the 
Trotskyists,(or the Fascists) get away with fooling the working class on these questions and 
leading it up blind alleys • let's have our Marxist-Leninist line put over loud and clear on 
these questions. What is socialism? What is the cause of the difference between China and the 
u.s.s,R.? - International issues:the two superpowers,the third world,China and Albania -who 
but the Marxist-Leninists is going to put a correct line on these issues. 

The Marxist-Leninist forces are a very small force and even these forces are divided.The 
voice of Marxism-Leninism is not making its~:£ heard and the Marxist-Leninist movement has 
made virtually no impact upon the working class.It is a very small force yet its scope for 
work - and its potential for growth - is enorrnous.Why should we keep looking for points of 
di sagreement amongst ourselves when worke-rs should get to know - and want to know - about the 
points we agree onlThe workers want to know the way forward ,they want to know about socialism, 
vJhat it is and ho\'7 you get it (and how you keep it when you've got it).The worker:::: don't want 
Fascism - nor do they want revisionism,as practiced in the u.s.s.R. 

We are absolutely certain that the working class will support an organisation that l)genuine­
ly unites all the revolutionaries 2)adopts a correcr-ittitude towards the workers and the wotk­
ing class Tngener:ll i.e. is striving to become a genuine working class party and 3)that is, 
and is seen to be, not basically self- serving,oppcrturilst;Eut ie really out to serve the work­
i ng class.There is no such organisation in existence but when one comes into being the working 
class will definit; ly support it. 

Hhat do we agree on and what do we disagree or4It sometimes would seem from meeti ngs of i':arx­
ist-Leninists which are divorced from the practice of class struggle that disagreements are 
rraybe 70'7. - 90% ad agreement only 10% to 307. - but when we take part in the class struggle 
against the bourgeoisie,the revisionists,the irnperialists,we can get things into perspective 
and see t:,at agree::1ent is maybe 90% and disagreement only 10%.That is why Chairman ~!ao stress­
ed that nclass struggle is the key Unk.r1precisely what we should be doing is hitting at t he 
class enemy togethcr.It is the class struggle alone - the real class struggle in the real world 
- which can sort o~t our agreements and disagreements,our demarcation lines,friends and enemies, 
as wel l as many 'theoretical' questions. 

Can we work together for socialism?- that is the questionoWe believe that what is lacking 
is precisely the st yle of working tog€ther with others with whom one has maybe quite big dis­
agreements on cert~in questions - and the style of friendly and comradely discussion to resolve 
points of disagreenent.This reflects petty-bourgeois individualism. 

It' s very easy t o say ''We disagree- let's splitn and for the past 12 years or so t>'i8rxist­
Leninists have done that and look where it's got us.It's more difficult to say ''We disagree on 
many things but we agree on the most important things - let's unite." The key factor is the 
will to unit<:: and o resolve differences in a Cor.nuni::;!: w::.. y .. 

The most irnportar:t thing,our basic principle,is to :•practice ~1arxism not revisionism" L' or p• 
o sition to revisionism is our cardinal principle because if you don't fight revisionism you 
can't fight imperia lism.- this is w~.erc we have to draw the line on the question of unity -
between principled !Jni ty and unprincipled unity, between principled disunity and unprincipled 
disunity.We r~st carry on the struggle against revisionism in all its forms - as much that of 
the CPB~~ as that of the CPGB - in the struggle to develop a correct line for the British r ev­
olution. Revisionism and I-1arxi sm represent an antagonistic contradiction and the struggle bet ­
ween revisionism ar.d Morxism will go on all the time,on just about every question,within the 
Marxist-Leninist mcvement as well as outside of itoBut just as we should distinguish between the 

two types of con~radictions we should distinguish between those who consciously practice revi~­
ionism and serve t!1e bourgeoisie and those who may be influenced by revisionist idzas .. - between 

those who push a wrong line and those who follow i t 0 .• ·~ 

There is a lot oi talk about'demarcation lines• in the Marxist•·Leninist rovemento i t is very 
important to draw demarcation lines and draw the right demarcation lines - behind the correct 
demarcation lines a party of as many genuine harxist~Leninists as can be rallied will be built. 
But demarcation li r.es should not be drawn all across the fl..arxi st-Leni ni st movement in every 
direction - for basically there is only one demarcation line - that between Marxism and revis-



ionism • which reflects the demarcation line between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. 
Shouldn't we try to rally and unite with all those who are willing and able to carry out the 
tasks demanded of us at this stage.The main test is not what people say when they are at a 
meeting but what they do amongst the broad masses - that is the criterion of a tru Marxist as 
defined by Chairman Mao:"How does he stand in relation to the broad masses of workers and peas- . 
ants. et • · 

We hope comrades will not come along to the conference with fixed views just to prove others 
wrong but for discussion i.e.exchanging ideas,listening to others opinions,learning from others, 
and pooling the collective wisdom and understanding to get to the truth,to arrive at something 
higher and richer than any one person's individual understanding.There will always be differen­
ces of opinion and line as is very clear from the history of the c.r.c. The call for complete 
'ideological and political unity' is idealist and metaphysical.Unity is not absolute,it is rel"" 
ative,it develops dialectically from a lower to a higher level.Those who will attend the con­
ference must have a certain level of unity otherwise they would~ 1 t be there.As £or the correct 
line for the British revolution,this will emerge gradually in the course of the practice of the 
revolution,i.e. by applying what we know and in the process finding out what we don't know • 
this understanding likewise develops through practice of the class struggle under the guidance 
of Narxism-Leni ni sm. 

The question of permitting different ideas inside the party and allowing the struggle of 
ideas to carry on -and knowing how to handle this struggle - is very important for any party 
and for us today.Different ideas should never be suppressed.When different idesa occur every 
attempt should be made to reach agreement.If a question cannot be resolved immediately it 
should be left to be reeolved at a later date.If a decision has to be taken on a concrete iss­
ue the minority must abide by the decision of the majority but have every right to reserve 
their opinion and bring it up at a later date.At all times differences in a comradely way in 
a spirit of finding the truth.Except in cases of proven counter-revolutionary elements people 
should not be labelled for having different opinions. 



/.· 
Dear Go:m:r:'ades9 

Our written contribution to this Conference does not 9 unfortunately, 
fit neatly into the outlined agenda. We think it fits best under "Id­
eology" and there is also a section Which should come under "Organis­
ation". The material also includes a cri tiq:ue of ·· the Voice of the . Peo­
ple paper and :its associated organisations such as the 11Communist Work­
ers League of B:vi tain'', which, though not put forward for discussion 
at the Conference as such, we would like to draw to the attention of 
comrades 9 since it deals with what may yet prove to be a stumbling 
block on the path to the creation of a Communist Party. . 

A Communist Party ·will not ine made in :this country just because a 
f,ew, or lots of 9 people wish it 9 but because it is part of an inevi t­
able historical trend~ Moreover, it will . not be prevented from being 
made because a few, or lots of, people would rather it wasn't. That is 
equally inevitable. How can Corrurunists in general, and this · Conference 
in particular~ assist history to arrive at its inevitable conclusion? . 
We give our ideas in the hope that comrades will. subject them to ser­
ious consideration and criticism, as we have seen from olbservation 
that they are rather different from certain other lines which have been 
put forward allout the potential role of this Conference, and the way in 
which the struggle for a Party should progress. . · 

. One of the most interesting results of the calling of this Confer­
ence (which we :regard as definitely having been called because of a 
genuine desire of the CWM for unity) has been the effect it has had 
on the so-called "groups" whic have, up until now, .tended to monopolise 
for themselves the name "Marxist-Leninist". This effect might be called 
"panic". ''You can't do without us'', "A Party cannot be built ' otherwise 
than by us" is the general cry from the "groups''. Some have gone so far 
as to claim that 'only members of the '' c;roups" should be 11 allowed'' to • 
participate in the Conference. Others, predictably enough, have pro 
claimed that they and they alone are capable of making any positive 
contribution whatsoever~ . 

Many things are said to '' justify"-wi t:h the ''deepest regret 'J of course 
the existence of "groups". Some people even cite the example of Russia · . 
before the CPSU, or China before the CPC. Of course·it is always implied 
that it is this or that particular ''group" which is just about to play 
the role of Lenin, of Chairman . Mao~ and so on. What presumption1 

Why didChairman Mao write these words?: "The world rolls on, Time 
presses. Ten thousand years are too long 9 Seize the day 9 seize the hour." 
He wrote them to tell us that its no good going on in the same way, that 
the world 9 the time, and. the people demand. CHANGE~ Yet some of these 
''groups" have existe·d for ten years and more, still "tolling the · bell" 
the same faces, the same ''principled debates", the same ''struggle". 
Of course, every so often the 11 groups 11 might change their names, but 
that's about all. And all the time 9 "The world rolls on •• " . 11 (For- a 
descussion of a particularly pronounced feature of the ''group'' 1)hehom-
enon, · see our appendix, bn the "Voice of the Peo1Jle" 11aper). · 

We cannot claim that what we are writing has any great originality­
as a : matter of fact 9 no-one in Brl tain has earned the ·· right to the · title 
"theorist"- l;:>ut we do believe that . it · is in accordance with the exper­
ience of the world Corirrnunist · movement, . and not in contradiction with the 
line of the ·communist Party of China. It -· is to that source that the 
British Communists must look for the most .solid, scientific guidance 9 

just as they looked to the Soviet Union in the twenties, thirtie, and 
forties. Surely anybody"can understand that 9 and yet their are some per­
sons who act as though NQ l:)roblerris ih ·the international Communist move­
ment· had yet been solved 9 and the people of the whole world are wait- · 
ing for them .to solve them, and the People of Britain will put off form­
ing their Communist Party until these same :persons have proved just 
what great "theorists" they are: · 

-r-



Nor are our proposals base.d on the idea that the 11 
5 roups '' are '' .::.11 

bad'' which would be as one-sided as the claim that ''only the groups are 
any" good'1, . But, .. where . good linE3s · and . individual$. exist, whether inside 
the"gro.ups" or, outside, we should see them prdmlarily as reflections . of' 
the deeper .. asj:lirations ,., o,:f _th.e working class. for REVOLUTION. Bold · steps 
must -be .taken .. to u;n..;ite them both with each. other and with the class they 
represent, so . that · th,~ir knqwledge and underst andiri.g can be deepened, · 
their ranks broadened, and their ultimate goal achieved. 

Our proposals are .briefly th~t: · · - ~ . · . . . · · 
(I) Here and now Communists should take steps . to hammer out, with the 
intention of achieving, IDEOLOGICAL UNITY. . . 
(2) Such ORGANISATIONAL steps should be taken as are essential to safe:_ 
guard and develop this unity, and .on its basis to build a thoroughgoing 
POLITICAL unity in the struggle to end the exploitation of man byman. 

We put.: forwards draft proposals .. They are not conceived in the spirit 
"take it or leave itti, thogh they are serious proposals which . we feel 
could. form the basis of what is needed.. Of course, they are by no me ens 
compl€·te, for only a serious, honest . struggle by all concerned can ensure 
that, but we feel that such a process is not only necessary but inevit-
able, and must start soon, for 11The worldrolls on,..; .. 11 . 

It is also essent.ial to remember that, at . any stage in struggle, it 
is only possible to say so nmch with certainty, before one goes off into 
the realms o·f sub jecti visrr. and assertion. What should we do then? One­
sidedly elevate matters on which ~nity cannot be acheived, because 
knowledge ·has .not been attained, and ignore all those questions on 
which· we can unite and over Nhich., united, our efi'orts will have a hund­
red t!imes more effect, patiently·waiting till we have accumulated the . 
understanding to solve those other quest·ions? Well, some pepple do put 
forwards such a line, saying, for• example, that the Conference should 
deal only with "points of dif:ference between the groups'', ·or that we 
cannot unite until we have solved and agree on every question down to 
the last detail. Unfortunately~ stich a lihe is flying in the facie of 
the teachings of Lenin, who made it quite clear that only a certain 
kind of organisation, democratic-centr-alist, armed with Marxist-Lenin­
ist theory and engaged in revolutionary struggle of national scope, 
can answer ALL . questions and lead the working class ' to · victory·. The point 
is, can we allow our "great heroes",. our "th,eorists~', another ten years 
to prove this; undoubted fact? · · · · 

Thus, in speaking of the programme adopted at the founding conference 
of the Party of Labour Of Albania, the 'History of the PLA' says: 

· ''This programme was far from complete, and the tasks had not been . 
worked out · in detail, for such a thing required a far greater experience 
of the revolutionary work and the struggle of the Pnrty. ff.nd of the.·: 
ma sses, but this programme W8:S built on ~arxist~Leninist scientific 
principles.". · . · · · . 

Communfsts in Britain- and throughout the world- recognise the leading 
role played ·in tJ::w· international movement . by Chi.na ... iri. fact this recog­
nition is a test, a di'viding line between Marxism-Leninism and revision­
ism .. -Therefore we don't think it a weakness, or something to be ashamed 
of, that our proposals . are largely d:rawn, in some .~ases word for word, 
from -Chinese publicatibns . .. Of course 1 . China plays its ,leading ro:le diff- ,. 
erently from the Soviet Union iri the thirties, but that doesn't in the 
least the fact that the well-kliown ''Little Lenins" of the '1Bri ti sh Marx­
ist-Leninist Movement" are objectively playing the same splittist rolE; 
as that played by ~rotskyism in those days and before~ 

.·Take the question of class analysis for example. Class analysis, the 
scientific tool of Marxism which divides all ~ocial facts into the· cont­
radictions which make them up, :• =:.. their essential nature . can be under­
stood, is distorted by some people and reduced to a . sterile and vulgar 
squabble over whether there are "t'>NO clasnes", "three classes" "four .. 
classes" and so on. Moreover, these same pebp;Le say .that uhity can qnly 
be achieved after this question has been l'esol ved, without ever saying 
anything serious as far as HOW it :. s to 11e resolved is concerned. 

-· ~-



~,u c -'-.:_,:;_11g thett Chairman I\1ao 1 s ''Ana lysis of the Cl nsses in Chint:st; ouc;i , .. <;;y 
is the first item in hi s Collected Works, these people obviously l ook 
forwnrds to the d3y when ttAnc;.lysis of the Classes in British Society" 
is the first item in their ttcollected Works", retshl¥ ignoring the fact 
Ch et irman Mao's article was the resu lt of six years' struggle of the 
Chinese Communist Party, six yeetrs o f INTENSE CL~SS STRUGGLE$ of l c. prn­
ing from mistakes a nd it must be said, of successes. Of course we 811 
hr~ve our own ideos on this, and many other questions. But the only 
way to transform 811 these ideas , characterised by Chairmetn Meto as being 
the 11 first leap in cognition 11

, into KNOWLGDG.w, is to build for ourselves 
and for the working clAss, a democratic-centralist organisation uni t ing 
All honest r e volutionarie s in the struggle to know Brit ain~ tha t i s , the 
struggle to CHANGE Britain, for we have no other a im in knowing it but 
to change it. Of' course there will be some dishonest ones too- but we ' 11. 
find out a ll about them in the course of struggle. 

Once Hgain , look a t t h e quot e from the 11History of t h e PLA". 
Our organisational proposAls are a lso draft in nc:.ture. But we thinuk 

all comr a d es should s e riously consider the meaning of Lenin's injunct­
i o n to 11Rc:1.ise organisat ion to the level of politics", so t hat as we con­
sid e r the problems involved in h ammering out ideological unity, we can 
a lso tetke steps to replace l oyslt y and service to this or that partic­
ularstreet, tovm, f actory, group, town or whatever, with loyalty nnd 
service to the working c l ass as a whole and, u.ltimately, to a Bolshevik 
Party right h e re in Britain. 

~ :': ' ~~ft Proposal for a Statement of t h e Ideological Bases for Unity for 
Cornr;tunists in Britain. 

I) Workers o f all c ountries, unite ! Workers of the world, unit e with th~ 
oppressed peoples and oppr es s ed nations ~ Oppose imperialism a nd r eact ion 
in a ll countries! Strive for world peace, national liberat ion, people's 
d e mocracy a nd socialism! Oppose s upe rpower h egemonism! Bring the p ro l ­
ci~2ri c>.n world revolution step by step to com_f)lete victory, and establish 
e n ew world without impe rialism, without capitalism, and without the 
exploitation of man by man! 
2) Imperialism is the highest, last stage of capitalism, and Le ninism is 
IviEtrxism of the e ra of i mperialism and proletarian revolut ion. Leninism 
is the theoretical basis guiding the thought of all Communists in the 
world today. 
3) There etre four major contradictions in the wor ld today~ t h e contra ­
diction between the oppressed nations on the one h and and imperialism 
and social-imperialism on the other; the contradiction between the pro­
l e tariat and the bourgeo isie in the capit a li st and r evisionist countries; 
the eontradi ~t ion between impe ri a list and social-imperialist countries 
and among t h e imperialist c ountries; and the contradiction b etween the 
socialist countri~s on the one h and and imperialism and social-imperial­
ism on the other . The exi s t ence and development of these contradictions 
a r e bound t o give rise to revoluti on. 
4 ) The n ati o n a l democrettic revolutionary movement in Asia~ Africa 9 ~nd 
L Rt in .Americ a , and the international sociali st revolutionary movemen t 
are the two great historical currcntf o f our time . The national democ­
ratic r e v o lut ion a ry movement in .. 'l.sia, Africa Y and Lstin .America, is nn 
ir.1portant compon ent of t h e contempona:..-·y world revolution. 
5 ) There a r e therefore three front s cf the revolutionary struggle of the 
wor·ld' s people: 
(a) The front of the oppressed p eople and natj o ns struggling a g a inst 
i mperia lism, which includes the majolity of humanity. On t his front the 
ob j ccti ve o f the first revolutionary .1tage i s compl ete national li b e r­
at i on <md astsbli s hing popular democ.,., , ~tic dictatorship. The broad masses 
of workers and pe a sants , unde r the l 3<1.dership of the p r oletRriat Y defeat 
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imperialism and w~n national independenceo .After liberation, they work 
to build the national economy and the foundations for the transition to 
the .socialist stag(3 under the . leadership of the .. dictatorship of the prol-
etari~t. . · ' 

On this front the armed struggle is generally against foreign armies 
or puppet armies hired by· the imperialist powers and therefore the stra~ 
tO$Y is one of protracted people's war. · . 
(b) The front of the popular masses in the industrially developed count­
ries dominated by the imperialist and social-imperialist bourgeoisies. .. 
On this front the objective of the first revolutionary stage is the est­
ablishing of the dictatorship of the proletariat for the immediate task 
of building socialism~ 

Generally the kind of strategy to be applied here is that of insurr­
ectionary struggle prepared by educating the masses politically and by 
organising the insurrectionary forces, the painstaking accumulation of 
revolutionary strength. · 
(c) The front where the working class is in power. On this front, which 
already includes one quarter of humanity, the people struggle to de fend 
the dictatorship of the prole.tatriat from counter-revolutionary attacks,­
from the internal and external agents of capitalism who are doing all 
in their power to, penetrate proletarian ·power and seize the 6ommunist 
fortress from within. 

One example of the strategy here is the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution. . 
6) Britain belongs to the second front. Our first objective is establish­
ing the dictatorship of the proletariat, ·our revolutionary stranegy is 
that of armed insurrection to smash the bourgeois state po.wer. 
7) InBritain, finance - capital has. gained the upper hand over industrial 
capitaL This has brought about the oligarchic rule of a small. minority 
of monopolists, who, as well as oppressing the large majcbity, also 
oppress other nationso Of particular significance ·is the oppression of 
Ireland. 

Comrrmnists will alw~ys struggle to prevent the. proletaPiat being 
dragged into war on behalf of the bourgeoisie, by forging solidarity 
with the victims of aggression, boycotting the war, and waging a hard 
s truggle against the regime in tneir OWI!i country, in order to overthrow 
it and win peace, which is only possible throug socialism. 
8) Bourgeois democracy has become an empty formula to mask the dictator­
ship of the most reactionary section , minority, of society. The only 
way to achieve progress is through·· the revolutionary struggle of the 
proletariat. . . 
9) Bourgeois democracy breeds fascism. As Lenin said9 the politics of 
imperialism is "Reaction all along the line"o Therefore Comnrunists should 
not ··have illusions about the scope . of legal struggle, E...nd prepare for 
illegal struggle side by side with the development of their legal strugg~ 
l e o 
rol However, bourgeois democracy offers better conditions for the r e vol­
uti.6nary struggle of the proletariat than fascism, and therefore Comm­
un~sts will always struggle to defend democratic rights, and to prevent 
bourgeo-is democracy degenerating in·co fascism. 
II) The British proletariat must at all times wage a protracted struggle 
against the two superpowers who contend and collude together for · world 
hdgemony, and constantly pose the threat of a new world war. The British 
pro:}.etariat must there fore prepare itself· against the threat: of war and 
l e ad a united front of all sections cf society against the superpowers 
and the threat of war, and for peace. But there can only b e one last~ng 
guarantee of world peace, and that ls the victory of the revolutionary 
struggle of the people of the world. 
I2) The British monopoly capitalist (:lass seeks to make the labouring 
peopie bear the lDurden of the inevi i . ible crisis of the capitalist system. 
As well as .waging a protracted strugGle against this, the proletariat 
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1 -. ---j_ , 11r.it t: d front, of rll s~::: ctions of s ocie ty who c an n e united in 
oppo sition to the monopoly capitalist dictatorship. 
r3) While actively leading imme diat e struggles, Communists should link 
the~ with the struggle for long-range and general int e rests, educate the 
m2sses in a Marxist-Leninist revolutionary spiPit, and c e aselessly r a fuse 
their political consciousness to undert ake the historical task of the 
proletarie,L If they fail to do so 9 if they r e gard the irnrnedi a t e rnove ­
:n.:;nt as eve rything 9 dc t cr:r.tine the ir conduct from case to cas e 9 ad0pt 
t hemselves to the events of the day, and sacrifice the basic interests 
o f the prole tariat, the n that is social democr a cy • 
.i: 4 ) Social democracy is a bourgeois ideologic Rl trend. Communists mu s t at 
?11 times dra w R clear line of de:r.tarcation n e tween themse lves and sociHl 
c\c:::oc :C' a cy on the hasic question o f prole tarian revolution and the di c t­
:-+,or'shil; o f the prole tariat, Rnd liq_uidnte t h e influence of s'J.ciRl dorrtc­
'::l' ::: cy in the working cl a ss. We must win ove r the masse s unde r the influe~ 
C i" of social democracy~ r:.nd whenever it furthers the revolutiona ry stru­
[;gle, b e prepn.red to unite with "le ft" s o cial demotf'rats, o.ll the tim\:: 
s a feguarding our own ideological, political, and organisational uniby. 
1 5) Vve stand for the IvlRSS Line. Eve ry Gorrrrnunist must love the peoplr:: und 
liste n c,ttentive ly to the voice o f the masse s; h e must ide ntify wi t h 
·che mc-:ss e s whe r e ver h e goes, Rnd, insted o f stnnding above the m, immerse::. 
~1 imself among them; according to the ir pre s e nt l e vel he must uwake n 
t11c~m or rnisc their political consc-.,iousness~ The organisation as a 
vrholc~ must b e a r e flection of this on a mighty scale , and in r,ll its 
·work n.mong the masses it must work e>ccording to this principle. 
J.G) Internally, we stand for active ideological struggle , the combin­
r: ·:- ion o f dr:1ocrac y with centralism, ;;tnd the scientific me thod of cl RSS 
~nalysis. It is inevitable that the re should be two line s on e v e ry 
que stion, and the way to re solv~ the contradiction is through struggle. 
'i.'he grC~ve err-ors of dogm8t i '3m and e mpiricism must b e avoided since thfi:.y 
will prevent a correct struggle taking place. we must d e v e lop a live ly 
8Dd a ctive s~ho ol of criticism and self-criticism. 
17) Be r e solute, f e ar no s a crifice and surmount eve ry difficulty t o win 
Y~- -i!tory ~ 

DFnft propo sals for Organisationa l measures to ~e taken to strengthe n 
And d e velop ideological Rnd political unity. 

Al l ~o1mnunists who find themselve s in s.grec-;me nt with a basic ide o l o gica l 
'JrogrRmme such RS that g ive n u·bove , should dissolve the ir pre s ent organ­
lsaiiona l links in order to bring into e xistence a new, democratic-cen~r­
t:list o rgf'..nisation~ This orgcmisntion will set itse lf, first and for emost 
~:. he tesk of overcoming the presentfragrnented stRte of the movement, 
un iting s e rious ColmYLunist.s tu·unnd t h e ir programme j ~md through the 
r>r·-.cl· c> ·:· - of tlw st r·-,J~gle to plp_ce t hnt progr:.:nrune b e fore the popula r ma ss0s 
..:.11 c:s wide sprc uJ. a movement 8.8 p o ssible, laying the b Clsis for the 
solution (" -· the tacticGl questions 2nd problems which will ine vit ab l y 
Rrise. ~nis is not by any me ans to sugge st tha t the work will rnocec d on 
1: ,.1Juntaneous l e ve l, for by conducting its work in this way, the organis-
r ~ion will also accrue to itself the theoretical strength to d e velo p 
its programme to such 8. degr·ee tha t, in the ine vitable e ve nt of a r e v o l­
utionn.ry situRtion c.rising! it will c ncompnss all the s entime nts of 
t he masses which are ngainst the h ourge oi s d ict ator s hip o.nd f'or t h e 
uict a torship of the prole t a ri a t" 

The bA.sis unit of the organisotion would h e the branch o.r c e ll, which 
would initially b e set up on a geographical b a sis, though in the c ourse 
of d e velopme nt cmd growth they would be s e t up on the basis of foctory, 
~ ... :Lghl1ourhood 1 school, and so ono The se would e l e ct the ir own office rs 
r,_nd nlso, delega t es to r egiona l committees 2nd the g e n e ral Congre ss~ 
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~ ~~h would be · the supreme policy-making body of the organisation. 
The Congress would elect a central committee to carry on its work b (:;tVJ'-''-'· l 
its meetings. Anybody could join a branch who agreed with the programme 
and constitution of the organisation, supported it financially, and was 
prepared to play an active and honest part in its work. The main job 
of t.he branches would be, in practise, to carry the ·programme of the 
organisat,ion to the toiling masses with the utmost DRIVE and CREATIVITY. 

At a founding Congress, the organisation would inaugurate itself 
and, e~ect a central committee(provisional) to carry out the work neaess­
ary to place itself on a . sound organisational footing. In .the initial 
period after its inaugural Congress, the organisation and its provision­
al central committee would be faced with the following immediate tasks: 
I) Producing its programme in a form easily available to the working 
people. 
2) Producing a newspaper, to the guidelines given "Ly Lenin in "What is 
to Be Done?", capable of acting as ·both a scaffolding and a blueprint 
for the revolutionary movement in Britain. The paper, as well as 
popularising the organisat.ion' s line, and M-L politics in general, would 
also be the vehicle for analysing the situation, laying it bare to 
the people, exposing it, winning people over to the scientific, truthful 
view of society, counteracting the bourgeois ideological onslaught. 
3) Preparing a unified and realistic study programme for members of 
the organisation, raising their level of consciousness. Without revolut~o 
ionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement. 
4) Overcoming the sectarian and splittist tendencies shewn by many 
Communists today, ·waging a determined all out fight a~ainst any such 
tendencies which manifested themselves in its own ranks. 
5) Conducting serious frank and vigorous discussions with Communists 
who had not joined it as yet, whether in or out of organisations, in 
an effort to remove the barriers which are keeping us apart. 
6) Solving (as far as possible) the question of finance. 
7) Producing realistic, creative solutions to the whole question of 
professional· revolutionary work upon which Lenin placed such key import-
ance in "What Is to be Done?" · . 
8) So~ving the major Theoretical questions so far as possible, which 
the organisation identified as being. holding up the further development 
and strengthening of its programme. Two major errors would have to be 
avoided: a) . J?ickin,g_~p issues simply because they were "in the public· 
eye", not fundamental to the development of the organisation's programme 
and practice. b) dealing with questions which appeal to the Petit­
-o aurgeois intellectuals taste as "Interesting topic s of study" ba.t are 
likewise of marginal, or no, signifi~ance. 

There are no doubt many other immediate tasks which a ·· serious, revol­
utipnary, democratic-centralist Party-building organisation would set 
i t.self at its inaugural Congress. We put forward this as being a basic, 
but by no means complete, list. Hasten the day. 
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Dear Comrades, 

This letter comes from most of the individuals in t he JAC . 
We did not like some attempts made at the Conference to create opposition 
between JAC and CWM. We always considered CWM our closest comrades : 
we suspended publication of Proletarian Mirror, and sold a lot of copies 
of Workers' Notes; we did propagada about the CWK in this country and 
abroad and said that :t:Xs its formation was the best thing to happen. to 
the ML movement in Britain for a long time. In our view CWM was part of 
JAC and the rest of JAC was made up of individuals who felt that joining 
a small group would hinder party-buildiag: we wanted to remain a ~ery loose 
orgaRisation because we felt th&s was the best way to create conditions 
for a strong, proletarian organisation! 

There was quite a lot of dogma talked at the Conference and 
some people referred a lot to the Red Book while missiDg the real substance 
of Chairman Mao's thought: whibh class do we serve, who are the real 
makers of history and the source of correct ideas? Our ideology has a 
definite class character. Theory is importa:at, but we must go through the 
process: theory-practice-theory; definitely not theory-theory-theory. 
Our line developes dialectically from the masses to the masses. 

. Comrade I.W. should not have made the reproach that "the CWM 
and JAC haven't eYJ.en been able to join together,., We did not want to 
prevent the Conference from achieving what we hoped it would achieve, 
i.e. progress towards the dissolutioR of all the groups. 

But the Conference did not achieve thss hoped-for result, so 
now there is a new situation. We fully agree with Comrade I. W. that now 
we have to organise ourselves. 

We now propose that comrades of the CWM and JAC should join 
to fol!ll one organisation. This would be a single organisation and we would 
not form a faction within it. We propose a meeting attended by all or as 
many as possible of the comrades of the ern: and JAC to xpp-mlii!IIX approve 
a constitution which could be drafted in advance. 

We were pleased to note that most of the participants in 
the conference, even thoae who disagreed with us on many things, said they 
would co-operate on specific pro~ects; our organisatio " 11hould co-operate 
with others wherever possible. 

We enclose a draft ouline for a constitution for our joint 
organisation. We are not doing this in order to pose conditions but only 
to show that it is not difficult for us to unite. We are ready to negotiate 
on all our proposals in the spirit of I•:ao Tsetung' s article published in 
our pamphlet. 

We think this letter should be circulated among all members 
of CWM for discussion. 

With communist greetings 



PRINCIPLES 

The organisation takes the class stand of the proletariat and its guiding 
ideology is ~larxism-Leninism-l'lao Tsetung Thought 

The organisation seeks to contribute towards mobilising the working class 
to overthrow capitalism and imperialism, to carry out the socialist 
revolution, smash the bourgeie state and establish the dictatorship of the 
proletariat (the working class organised as ruling class). 

Our ultimate aim is to realise comnrunism, a classless society. 

Our immediate aim is to work towards building a genuine Communist Party. 

Our organisation upholds proletarian internationalism, supports the genuine 
socialist countries like China and Albania, and supports the national­
independent movement of Asia, Africa and Latin America. We keek to unite 
with all forces that car be united agai'lSt imperialism, J?articularly against 
the two superpowers, the USA and the USSR. 

•e resolutely oppose chauvinism and racism, and work for a united front 
against fascis1 • 

i~e have to struggle really firmly against bou~ie ideology inside the 
workers' movement, especially against modern revisionism headed by the 
renegades of the Soviet Union. 

MEEBERSHIP AND DUTIES 

The organisation is open to anyone who accepts the principles of this 
constitution, who is determined to carry out the mass line and learn from 
and serve the working class, who works actively and pays his or her dues. 

Procedure for enrolling members (to be discussed). 
Good care must be taken to keep out oppoli'tunists and spies. 

We observe r)roletarian discipline: the majority decides and the centre 
leads the whole organisation. Policies are decided on through broad 
democratic discussion. Those who are in a minority can reserve their 
views but must striclly carry out the collective d'cision. 

Practice Marxism not rev.Eionism, unite and don't split, be open and aboveboard 
and don't intrigue and conspire. 

There is a danger of xour organisation turning revisionist, and to prevent 
this all members must coRscientiously study 'tarxism-Leninism-hao Tsetung 
Thought and dare to struggle against any wrong tendency. We practice 
criticism and self criticism and must always be vigilant against revisionism 
which includes both empiricism and dogmatism. 

ORGANISATION 

This section whould deal with election of the leading body, frequency and 
procedure for general meetings , local branches etc. (to be discussed) 

PARTY BUILDII'C 

We are ready to co-operate with all groups or individuals who share the 
saine principles as we do , particularly in carrying out ~ specific 
joint activities . We will not have a sectarian attitude CQ • :t . ~ '·.hem. 
Our urgent common task is to build a unified Communist Party, the vanguard 
party of the proletariat. 



Dear Comrades, 
We are wri t111g to you as i:ac:U.viduals who have beea 

associated with the JAC. We are JlOt happy with some attempts made at 
the Ooaterence to create spli ta betweea us &Rd. the CWl1, siace we allf&¥S 
regarded you as our closest comrades. Oae of us warned you ia a letter 
on about 15th JUie that there was a d.allger of apli ts of this kiad. 

We thiak it was wroag for one of the Clil'. comrades to ll&ke the reproach 
that the .JAC aDd Cifl "hadll't fNea" beea able to uJdte. The whole poiat was 
that we hoped the conference would lead to a process whereby all the groups 
'MOuld f!N tually be dissolved. 'Ihe JAI was seen as a W8iY of drawiJtg together 
as • groups aad individuals as possible uou_, the aims of the m ia 
ho""' .1 the oo.tereaoe, i.e. the dissolutioa of grou th i:nterest 
of 1\lidliap- a party. ha 

or of ould be or~ tioised for sayiag oerta1Jl things at the oonfereace 
which " er te pli ts within C • But on the hole, you kJlOw what 
our practice t beea. We susj)eDded publ.ioat1oa of 'rOletariu 11rror, 

sold a lot of eo ies o orkers' Notes, did propagaada for the ~ J1 
(110t oaly i• this couatry but 1a other parts of the world I J aad sW that 
the C\ ' for tior the best thing to happu the • 10ver t i this 
~ountry for while. 

the confereJICe is over without achif!Ni.ng the big success we hoped for, aad 
there is a new situation. e tully 88X'ee with the CV~ comrade that 
CW~ can't cont1J1Ue 1R the same way, and wUl have to work out some pr1aciplea 
of organisatioll. e too can't cont1me in the way. So we propose 
uai tiag with the cw• iato a siagle orgaa1sat1oa. 

1 The real li of demarcatioll is betweea proletariaa bourgeois politics. 
When arx criticised unpriaciplel uaitJ he meant unity between a 
gemiJle revolut1oury force aad a bourgeois party ~telldiag to be for the 
'MOrkers. .eRin sharply distiDgUished betweea ideology wh1 eh arises 
"apo:ntueously" (in fact bourgeois ideology) ud real revolutionary socialist 
ideology. '!be 'WOrkers' movement is 01lly really socialist ill so far 
as the 'WOrkers are "conscious of the 1rreconcUable aatagonist of their 
interests to the whole f the modern poli t1cal and social system." 
(What is to be doJle?, p. 36) Ia talkillg of the ortance of revolutionary 
theory. Leaia did aot mean that rfNolut1ona:ttes should 1 for purely 
theoretical diicussioM, but rather that they should strive to raise 
the workers • movement to the lfNel. of revolut1ou.ry politics. advocated 
"sourding the call to go forward, towards the coRsolidation of the revol&Uon 
ary orgaaisatio:n ud to the expanaioa of political aot1vi ey. • ( • 43) 
The :trend of retreati¥ awa.y f:ro• revolutionary politics has now grown 
~·to modern revisioaiam. 

The writers of this letter and the C\ comrades have «rally, 1J 
their publioat1oJlS and practical work, tried to follow the revolutioDUY 
li:r: set out i these quotat1oas of a. e should pli t more and more 
firml.y f'ror the r8V'is1oa1st-C liRe, but we should te and DOt split 
ar.o ourselves. 



If we let pet~ jealousies get 1a the wa;y, this would reduce 
the , ..1.. movemet to the lwel of a secoad-rate comedy lrhow - call it 
"Oa:ry Oa Splitting", or "No Org&Jdsatioa .c1.eaae, e' re Brl Ush", ud 
it Jlight :run for years! 

There 1s a stor;y of a worker who has to hav6 u operatioa, and the surgeou 
say they have to remOY'e part of hsi brain, JUt u they wUl ut it back 
after 6 ths. ihen t.l' time comes to put it back he says " thanks, 
I ~ ' t need it now, I've joiued the Labour .?arty the tiae" • 

e all two that this stor;y c'QUld also be told bout tt. • 
10ul of ettiag up uy more ideologically dead or ani"' tions. 

ua1 with we st.ricUy undertake not 4to 1 faction. 
tic arx1sr ROt revisioBisJ., uB1 te and no split, opeJl 

110t intrigue and eo ire. will accept collective 
, 1 clu tt qu•t1oa of the future of c. e are of 

Ule o iaion • t something like it (some • .Ie allergic to the 
act.u J 1 ;ht to cont1aue ud do the .rork whic.i't the J ,c set out 

"' U'ereAce, i.e. pro110te the co-opi1 Uor iftw 
oth r g u individuals over specific concrete 10a 

ac .iv-ties. ~J ,... v-v. "'-5 ~ \M ~ _ ~ . 



. Aft~r<the'. Conf,:erence ....... :' Towards. unity 

OUr work post conference should have the dual purpose of moving 
towards the unity of Marxists Leninists in Britaing on pr~nciple and 
hi practice; in a derrldctatic centralist organisation t6w2i:<ds the 

• ' ; ~ . ~ - . •. . . • 't ' • . • • • . • 

format1on of a revolll:'f:lonary fJ ar'ty; . <in ,2 c f stre n g t hen i n g the ML 
~eevolutionary movement among the masse.s. . · 

Since . the purpose of the conference is to bring together MLs . in 
Britain to pool their collective experi~nceg to _ find areas of agreement. 
from which we can organise jointwor'k,: and to clarify those areas of 
disagreement which will need furt.her studyg practice and deba".e g a 
programe of wor:k . is needed to consolidate and develop the result~. of 

ii the conference g leading onto q._ s~cond conference at a later stage. 

He propose the following programme of work. 
1} Meetings to arrange and discuss the findings of ' st0Jy and 
investigation of areas, decided on by the cont:erenceg n e eding furthe r 
clarification. The conference will appoint a convening groupg to 
ariange 6-8 weekly me etings. The group will be responsibl e for bringing 
tog~th~r ,the findings of the investigati:ong study and d e bate in a 
regulai _broadsheet t o be sent to all MLs. 

Z) To summate the findings of the confe rence into a docume nt to be 
· puJ:$iished, the conference should appoint a work group. This will also 
be responsible for the preparations for a second -conference •• 

3) .:f,birttpr-actical work in fields of propaganda~ agitation and 
organisation on major issues for the revolution in Britain, . involving _ 
wc rk in TraJe Unions, broad fronts, localitiesg together with 
d emonstrations and propaganda campaigns. . . 
To c o ord lnate this work, the conference should appoint 2~ x : r·p l e t t o 
convene regular, possibly six-weekly mi:?etings. 

:c There are· many irriport.ant questions which MLs must must take up 
in the ir po:'actical and ideological work, including ..... Ireland, Danger o f 
war ., and .the Soviet Union, Cuts, Racialism/ fascism, Unemployment;, 
wages and prices, However there are some central issu.es 1-rh:i.ch vle s hou, l d 
particularly _concentrate our forces on. · · 
To d ecide which are these issues~ we mustremember Mao's advice en mas s 
work .- that all work should start from the need of the mass~s, from 
the ones they are conscious of, not from those objectiy:e needs~ that. ~ve 
might recognise, but which the masses are not y e t q.waie of • . If we tooJ-c 
the latter ''cburse, we would isolate ourselvesg a rtd ·any 1-ror:k: :. we pl anne d 
n eeding the participation of the masses would , just reinail) a ' forma l ity. 
S~ch central issues that are consciously felt by, the masses toda y, 1.ve 

· shoul<d say are · 
I) . Wages i) Prices 3) Unemployment 4) Racialism . / F~s<;:ism. 

It is -essential for the building ot! a Marxist Leninist moveme nt 
among the masse, that a concrete alternative is provid e d , a c oncre t e 
pro gramme of action, not. just vague word s on a socialist . future . This 
is is the only way that the ML movement can really mobilise the mas s e s 
by showing thrOugh our practice that we are serving the masse s ' and 
leading the . way to socialism. 

Proposals for Joint Practical · Woi:"]-;: 

Wages , , , 
Al.) MLs to work on the shop ~loorg in trade union branches~ on trades 
councils to , , . ~ . . 

1) Oppose the Social Contract arid other forms of wage. freez e . l'1Ls 
.in the sc.me .. union or in the. same area to coord inate their wo rk -o n t hi t:> 
issue'· in agi taring for a change i~ union polic·y; in agitating ; f o r t ::..e i r 
trades . council to oppose wage controls.. · · , 

2~ .. Expose trade union lead ers and officia~s whc;> push. such contracts 
with capitalism and s e ll the workers .out by .workirigwith government 
employers and management. In individual disputes where TU official s a::-e 
s e lling out, MLs to doord inate action to mobilisebranches in area, 
exposing corrupt officials from their pqsts while extending all pos s:i. bl ~ 
support to the shop . floor. workers. MLs .. to investigate and publisise 
emplojrers' actual bribery of TU officials. 

3) Expose CPGB, Trotskyites and left. Labour P a rt:¥ false oppositior. -:-.o 
the social contract, their r e formism. . · · 

B) MLs to participate in and/or 0rganise national demonstrat ions agcd.tL3 



t he social contract •• To put on campaigns, with pickets, leaflets, pl' ·,. · 

meetings an? :'- ... . :.':: ... : .. _ · . post~r~!. agi tat~ng:: ... ~$.Jf:-)..Il.st the social contrac'L. 

Prices :\..· 

A) Nationwlde campaign to boycott certc:iin ;highl; ~ric~d, go~d~. - MLs 
¥Ould produce and distribute. posters and le;af._lets, arrange public meeting 
meetings and_cQQrdinate pickets of major; supermarkets. .., 

· t B). Propagan :1a to 1) Expose high profits or :food companies 
2) Government prices pOlicy 
3) 'lfhe · stockpilling of fooc1 to keep prices up. 

C) _Investigate -~here sto~kpiles exist, and . organise demonstrations 
·outside them. 

Unemployment 

A) MLs to work on sHop· . floors, . in trade union branches, .on trades 
- councils to ·· . . . . . 

1) Fight closures, redundancies, voluntary n?dundancies among the 
.:':: · :employed, as well as "natural wastage" and early retirement schemes. 

· ~ - - 2) Extend every support to workers involved in such struggles, 
mobilising support from other shop floors, trade union branches and 

.. unempl9Yed. · · 
3 ). ;Expose sell-oU:t of . tany TU official on this question and mobilise 

workers . to remove . :the official • ., 
4) Expose the Left of various shades and their ."solutions"­

nationalisation, "workers control" - on the shop floor and in general 
'propaganda. · 

B) Propaganda campaign to: , . .-
1) counter "scrounger" propaganda, which tries to split 

workers. .. 
2) Expose social security system. We pay anyway! 
t) ~ose Labour Govt. line on unemployment. 

C) Formation of a nat:iom:a1 organisation of ·the unemployed . to 
organise young and old,'-' aiid td> which TU branches can affiliate. 

The aims of this broad front orgn·lisation · should include: · 
1) Organisation of the unemployed in t:.O ·a=' programme' of ·action. 
2) Propaganda, . with marches and demos, of protes_ts against 

unemployment, and' scrounger • propaganda. ·. · · · 
3) campaign for hfgher ·social secuti t;y'.' ·· . 
J· ) Win suppo'rt of · ran){ and file · TU members, by working in branches 

and getting branch to ·affiliate. · · ·' 
. 5) To forge unity · between empi.'oye'd and unemployed by helping each 
other in strikes, pickets against closures, wages issues on demos. 

6) Together .with employed ·to demanC} shorter .working week with no 
reduction in wages, providing more jobs. · 

7) Propaganda to show up .capitalist system eg. shortage of housing 
and building workers on ·on :dole; hospitals closed and health workers out 
of a job; schools over'crowded with unemployed teachers etc. · 
Organise unemployed witn .such organisations as tenants associations 
unions, patients, students 'to demand that. these workers be employed •• 

MLs to leaflet unemplo:Yment offices, publicising or.ganisation, aims 
inviting unemployed to form local groups to be responsible for work as 
outlined above. 

Racialism· and fa:scism · ··· 

Our aim should be to strengthen all anti-fasqist forces -in Britain. To 
do this MLs should a) fight racialism and fascism on the shop floor, 
among fellow _workers, and _expose the splitting. tactics of management, 
and the vicious anti-working cl:ass tactics of the NF. The NF must be 
isibibated and defeated. . 

· · b) particip~te in, or, if lacking:, instigate broad 
front work against racialism and fascism acrQ.SS the-• country. 

·c) organise discussion. a~d action groups in definite 
.geographical areas, linked to thebroad-front committees, which would 
wor~ local~y. putting out propag·anda, or public meetings against all 
man1..festat1ons of racualism or fascism. · . . 

· d) expose · ~n propaganda :work corporate measures being 
i'ntroduced by the Labour . Gpyt. and ~· the erosicbon -of bourgeois democratd:c 

· r~~hts. 
' . ; .. 

- -
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