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Vanadium Strike

Can’t Be Halted

Strikers Blast Hillman For Ddihg{Dirty

‘Strikebreaking Work of the Corporation

BRIDGEVILLE, Pa.,

March 17—Sidney Hillman played

the role of a strikebreaker last Saturday when he came to the aid

of E. T. Bransome,

“labor consultant”

on Hillman’s staff and

president of the Vanadium Corporation, against the 400 striking
workers of the corporation’s plant here.

It s of utmost importance to the national defense pro- |

gram that certain vanadium products be shipped away from the

Bridgeville plant,”
ClO Local Industrial Union No.
953, the striking union. “I expect
you to cooperate in these ship-
ments,” Hillman concluded.
Hillman’s demand on the strik-
ers: provided the sanction for

bringing in the state police, that.

very night, -armed’ with 30 inch
riot sticks, !/ to escort 16 scabs
through the pickét line.

. PLAIN SCABHERDING

The union immediately issued
a statement proving that the “fin-
ished goods” was but ‘a pretext

- for starting up operations. Thers
were “only at the most four thou-
-._sand pounds of finished goods on

“the Tloor,” which could have been

carted away “in two trucks,” said
the union. The company, instead.
rolled eight empty box cars into
the plant to give the impression
that it had a large quantily of
finished products to move.

Then, says~ the union, “only
twenty minutes after the scabs
had sneaked into the plant under
the plptectwn of the coal and
fron cops, the scabs had started
the crusher working.” i

In a word, Hillman’s gag about
“national defense” served merely
as a cover for plain old-fashioned
scab-herding by a member of Hill-
man's staff.

INDICT HILLMAN

~The¢ union statement, printed in
leaflet form for widespread dis-
tribution in the Plttsbm gh. area,
said:

“A statement in the Pitts-
burgh Press that E. D. Bran-
some, president of the Vanad-
jum Corporation, is a'labor con-
sultant on Mr. Hillman’s staff,
throws some light on how the
Company can get CIO officials
and State Governors to do their
dirty work for them.” -
Not a single striking worker

bas been induced to break ranks

Hillman wired to Frank Pugne, president of

by the pressure of the federal,
state and local governments and
the condpany; Only ‘sixteen office
employes and technical men could
be mustered by the company Sat-
urday night for its back-to-work
movement. . \ ‘

The -company had sent message
after message to individual strik-
ers during the day to try to get
gome of them to do the work.
Not a man accepted this dishon-
orable proposal.

The strike has been in pro-
gress sincé February 10, when the
union men walked out because of

‘the . company's. .insigténce . UpOIr|,

hiring si% ngn-union men for jobs
in the plant; in violation of a un-
jon contractual provision.

The company refused.to counsi-
der union men for the job of plant
guards, because it regarded these
jobs as of ‘“confidential capacity.”
That is, the company was plan-
ning to introduce the usual pro-
fessional company police to act as
snoopers and stool-pigeons.

Anthony Federoff, assistant re-
gional director for the CIO, at-
tempted to order the workers
back on the job against their own
democratic vote. The strikers

challenged this piece of pro-com-*

pany action, and refused to return
until the company agreed to abide
by the contract.

-The strikers have received sup-,

port and material aid from«the
Washington County Labor Coun-
cil, Carnegie Lodge 171, SWOC
CIO, Goodwill Lodge 178, SWOC,
the Lawrence .Local 1198 of the
United Mine Workers and other
union lecals,

“Part of the'company's attempt
to smash the strike has been to
secure the arrest of’ I{‘ran{(' Pugne,
president of the Vapadium local,

(Continued on page 2)

Bus Walkout

Holding Firm

Manhattan’s bus drivers were still holding firmly to their
strike struggle Wednesday evening, the tenth day of the strike,
despite the latest and most brazen strikebreaking move of Mayor

\ L aGuardia.

The mayor, who had been demanding that the strikers re-
turn to work without any of their demands being granted, but

that cverything be submitted to

“impdrtial” arbitration after

calling of{ the strike, repeated this with a ncw wrinkle Wedries-

day morning.

He declared that, unless the strikers - immediately returned

to work, he would appoint a
“fact-finding” committee - to de-
termine whether or not the issues
of the strike could have been
submitted to arbitration.

It was a foregone conclusion
that the committee would “find”
that arbitration could have
“solved” the problem, and a hue
and cry would be raised against
the strikers on the basis of this

#impartial finding.”

At this point Philip Murray,
CTO head, appeared on the scene
and megotiations. were resumed
directly between. the wunion and
the' bus. Lompwnyr with Murfay
partmlpatmg

The workers on the city transit
lines understand tlie full meaning
of the present drive against them:
LaGuardia is interested in deal-
ing the ‘maximum blow against
the union befere discussion of the
subway contracls which cxpire
next Junc. *

RATS YELL “RED”

For a day or So last week, the
Dies Commlitee gave 1ts custom-
ary ])ubiicity‘ release in favor of
the. bosses, terming the strike a
“red” strike. Thc,publlcity release

of the Dies Committee natulally_

(Continded on page 2)

Detroit Auto Strike Pickets

Equal Sacrifice |
Is rude Lie

w‘ -

Members of the Umted Automobile Workers (CI10) plcketmg the struck plantsof the Fed-
,eral Motor. Truck Co. last week in Detroit. The strikers .are demanding wage increases and the -
umon “shop. The company holds $5,000,000 in war orders.

-

ht Agamst F ord

IS

Heads Towards Strrke

DEFROIT Mlch—'l he industrial metropolis of Detroit
was- tense .and taut in all its nerves this week, as the enslaved

Ford workers strained at their

bonds, and as Henry Ford, the

most ‘hated tyrant among America’s tycoons, trled to hold his
seat on his besieged and uncertain throne.

“Weeks of struggle in the River Rouge, Highland Park and

Lincoln plants, weeks of battles with Harry Bennett’s thugs, of

dozens of minor engagements in

every department, are culminat-

ing now in a gathering up of the now mighty UAW-CIO army
for a telling blow against Ford’s vicious open shop.

The isolated skirmishes in
_into -the mighty offensive of a
Harry Bennett can do will stop
{t. The day when top union offi-
cials could intervene to call a halt
has passed also. Now that the
Ford workers .are organized at
last, now that they feel their
strenght, only .a victory can
cool their white-hot anger and de-
termination to -defeat the labor-
bating Ford regime.

WORKERS SHOW POWER

As a warning, 3,000 Ford work-
ers this Week staged a sit-down
strike in the River Rouge plant.
Bennett's promise to put back, to
work eight men previously dis-
charged for wunion activity, had
not been kept.” . Whereupon the
3,000 UAW-CIO workers sat down,
and would not budge until their
brothers who bhad been given the
axe were Teinstated on their form-
er _]ObS

In. one hour's time, the form-
erly cocky and self-confident Har-
*y ‘Bennett capitulated to the
workers’ demand, and hastily put
the eight men back to work.

“It was all a mistake” he said.

He will soon learn it is a mis-
take to think that he and his ar-
my of gangsler “service men’’ can
fight and win against the UAW-
C10.

NLRB HEARINGS

In deathly fear of a Ford sirike,
the National Labor Relations
Board was quick this week to an-
nounce bhearings for March 24 to
determine whether a vote will be
held among the Ford workers.

The, hoard’s game is clear. Two
strikes ave already being waged
in. Delroit- — ‘against Midland
Steel, manufacturers of steel fra-
mes for most’ of the city’s auto
pldnts, and dgamqt Federal Mo-
tor _’1‘1u(lx — and if a Yord stnke
vue addod to these, it would

-touch pfi a glganuc strikc wave.

’Ihe board hopes that the two
or three’ ‘months necessary for an

the plants tend now to develop
strike. Nothing Henry Ford or

NLRB election will be sufficient
to g:ool the white-bot mood of the
workers.

YOTE MEANS NOTHING .

But Harry Bennett made very
clear the futility of an NLRB
vote now. ‘

Said Bennett: “If the NLRB or-
ders an election, of course we will
hold one . ... THE CIO WILL
WIN IT OF COURSE, because it
always wins these farcical elec-
tions, and we will bargain with
it because the law says so. WE
WILL BARGAIN TILL HELL
'FREEZES OVER BUT THEY
WON'T GET ANYTHING.”

Ford dlready concedes the
NLRB election! Knowing tihat the
CIO will win, he has brazenly an-
nounced through Bennett that the
election won’t mean a thing, be-
cause they will stall and sabotage
the negotiations, and refuse to
give an inch!

BATTLES, NOT BALLOTS
Clearly, the Ford situation is
now out of the¢ realm of NLRB
votes.
‘What now remains to be done,

by the leaders of the Ford drive,
is to draw up a list of union de-
mands, upon which to take a de-
termined stand. e

The Ford workers want to see
Ford served with a union contract,
a contract which calls for wage in-
creases to bring Ford wages up
to the level of the organized
plabis; a contract which would
abolish for all time the “service
department” and the reign of ter-
ror in the plants; establish the
union right Lo set time standards
and -abolish the speed-up; insure
the right of the union to bargain
on any and all grievances; and
wipe out Ford's threals against
the Negroes by guaranteding ile
'rights and the-jobs of all-the col

ored workels in the Ford plants

A

and which has not yet been done.

I'thls demand, onc¢ of the main
paints in his platform, was, the

In all probability this will re-
sult in a strike. But'it is the only
road - ahead. There .ig- no way
around a battle qwith Ford. Once
launched, such a fight can only
end in union victory.

FORD WANTS TIME

Ford’s only alternative now is
to play for time. As TIME maga-
zine put it: “About the only limb
left (for Ford) was delay. To-
ward that limb Ford was edging.”

The Roosevelt administration
was busily engaged this week in
setting up the machinery to pro-
vide Ford with a hmb to chmb
on to.:

The Roosevélt-Kuudsen-Hillniau-
Perkins announcement that steps
were being taken to set up a War
Labor Board with broad powérs
of mediation, was timed to side-
step a Ford strike.

In all strike struggies in this
period, the union now is faced
with government intervention on
the side of the employer. Espe-
cially in the ¥ord situation, which
has widespread national signific-

| ance, the Zovernment means to do

(Continued on Page 2) .

AN EDI’I‘ORJ.AL
‘Roosevelt, in his speech Jast Saturday night, spoke of the

,'sacnﬁces whieh “all of you” 'will be catled upon to make.

* That “all of you” was supposed to make the worker think
that everybody will sacrifice.

Roosevelt will call upon the capitalist to sacrifice half
of his income (chlCh probably has been doubled or more by
the war). The capltalxst—we re thinking of the smaller fry—

-will give up half his income of $200,000, leaving only a bare

$100,000 to feed and clothe the capitalist and his family for
the year. And the worker making $35 a week will be called
upon to sacrifice his eight-hour day and, at least five dollara
a week from his pay.

But: that’s only the beginning. Added to higher taxes,
direct and indirect, the worker will get a lower standard of”

- living because of the inevitable rise in pgices. Already prices

of 'meat and other foodstuffs h ave risen comlderably and the
real rise is yet to come.

For, don’t forget, most of the billions of dollars already
spent and about to be spent for war purposes, goes into mater-
ial used exclusively for destruction. The shells, the planes, the
guns, the warships; not only slaughter people, but their manu-
facture means that just that much of the industrial capacity
of the country is taken away from useful purposes.

It is taken away; that is, from the standard of living of the
workers. You:can be sur¢-that no capltallst will eat less but-
te1 or steaks-or-tavidr.

~And after the: was; it Britain and the. Umted States win? -
What will thg workers now working in the war-industries do? -
Will they be shifted to prodiicing the things they:need? We
can easily answer that question. Before the war effort began,
millions of workers were unemployed, and after the war as
many and even more millions will be unemployed. Even the
¢apitalists admit that the industrial machine will be thrown
into turmoil when the war ends. ’

This alone proves that the war is not_being fought in the
interests of the workers. Tt is fought because the American
and British capitalists are fighting their German competitors.
And after the war, no matter which side wins, the worker will
continue to slave and make profits for the bosses or hunger
with the unemployed.

For capitalism can use the mdustnal machine effectwely
only for war and death. The working masses must
realize that, so long as they vermit capitalism to continue,
just that long will they be fu]]y employed only during war-
time.

To smash fascism, we’ would be ready for any sacrifice.
The workers must do everything to destroy fascism. Arms

~in hand, the workers should be prepared to sacrifice, not only
_comforts but their llves in the struggle agamst fascist op-

pression.,

But this is not the war agamst fascism. The workers can-
not destroy fascism by fighting for British and American capi-
talist interests, For, even if the American and British capital-
ists Win against Hitler, the workers meanwhile face the men-
ace at home. The fundamental inequality between the sac-
rifices extorted from the workers, and the ”sacriﬁces” of the
plutocrats, is proof enough that this is in 1O sense a “war for
democracy.”

Only when the workers will take over the governmental
power of this country—only then will the real war against
fascism be waged. ’ '

BREITMAN OPENS SWP CAMPAIGN IN NEWARK

NEWARI, N.J. March 20—
Attacking the giant private
utilities, Public Service, George
Breitman,  Socialist Workers
Party candidate for City Com-
mission, this week called for
“municipal ownership of Public
Service under control and man-
agement of the workers.”

Breitman made clear that

only answer to the high rafes:
charged and the large dividends
declared for its stockholders at
the expense of the city’s work-
ers, and the vicious employ-
ment policy of .P.S. which dis-.
criminates against Negro work-
ers and other minority groups.
“Public Service,” said Breit-

man, “having a virtual mon-
dpoly in - utilities, cleaned up
over 23 million dollars. last

year, not counting all the divid-
eads and bhonuscd. Tn rcturn, it
charged niore- for “ils -services
than ‘the - average utrhtles coin-

pany does. The natmnal ave1age

for the first 25 kilowatt hours of
light is $1.35, while Public Ser-
vice charges $1.70 for the same
amount.”

Breitman pomted to the fact
that “P. S. is glad of the oppor-
tunity to get the money of the
colored consumers, but feels that
it doesn’t bave to give them any
opportunity to get any of the mo-
ney back through employment.”

CITY HALL'S ROLE

He also warned against expecting
the present members of the City
Comnission to do anything about
the giant corporation and its pol-
jcies. “Fllenstein and Co., and
Byrne and Co., do-a lot of squab-
bling down at City Hall. But .1
clearly remember one thing they
didn't squabble about. That was
the expenditure of 12 million doi-
lars to build our ‘subway’ a few
vears. ago. This subway was of
little convenience to most work-

‘ers, but a lot of cenvenience to |
_Public Sel'vice. And Public” ber\*‘
ice gets the use ot‘ thls subway at|"

a- rental price that doesn’t even
pay thc interest on the cxpendi-
ture, lét alone the p‘rincipal."

WORKERS’ CONTROL o
“But "municipal ownership is
not enough. 1t does not answer

the questio‘u of who is going to

run them.

“Most. cities with public owner-
ship turn control of operation
over to some political
that runs it for patroné‘ge. I am
opposed .to this,- I favor placing
control of operation inte the
liands of committees elected Dby
the Pubic Service. ewmployees
themselves, and I would insist
that the colored workers get not
only jobs, but also places on these
managing committecs. Workers’
control would Dbe the best answer
to the question” of management,
and would at the same ‘time be

of great educational value (o work-
s in ‘other industries,”

. (For an article by '(}mrgc
Btrentmxm on ‘Newark heusin g,v
turn to Page 3) ;

machine |

‘complimenting .-a
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IS NOW FDR

LIEUTENANT

Tenor of Speech Is |

That of General of
The “Democracies”

Roosevelt’s speech to the
White House Correspondents
Association last Saturday night
clearly indicated the role which
he has assumed as the leader
of the Roosevelt-Churchill Axis
in the struggle against the Hit-‘
ler-Mussolini-Mikado Axis. -

He graciously comphmented
Churchill, leader of British im-
r)crinlism, but the tone and the
manner were those of one who
felt himself to be a superior -
subordinate
associate. From now on Roose=
velt, as the representative of |
American imperialist interests,
takes charge of the struggle
utramst Hltler _Germany.

With the lend-lease law’ now be-
hind him, there was 1o longer.
aily note. of: dlplomacy, Bluntly 2

K

Roosevelt named Germany,. Ital;'

and Japan. It was the speech of
the head of a nation at war,

BOSS' PRESS CHEERS 3
And there was loud cheering: °
from the men who mold publie

opinion for fhe owners of . mdus- ;

try.

Especially was their cheering
loud and vociferous and Iéng-
lagting when the President stated
that the “determination of Amer-
ica must not be obstructed by
unnecessary strikes of workers.”
It ‘'was then that the select au-
dience went wild as they. beheld k
a vision of legislation to curb.
strikes and keep thé workers in
subjection to toil for the victory -
of the capitalist masters of thls "
country. id

Roosevelt spoke with the conﬁ-
dence of a man who had just ars
ranged to get seven billion dol-
lars’ worth of war ‘material —
making a total of 35 billions ap-
propriated since last Summer —
to throw into the scale of battle.

WORLD CONQUEST -

He spoke with the confidence of
one who has at his disposal the
strongest - industrial machine in
the world, able to produce more
instruments of death than the.rest

of the world combined. He spoke.

28 the leader of a class detelm.m-
ed Lo rule the world. ;
And without any sarcasm‘h'e
spoko of British and Greek. and
Chinese democracy. No one could
ask him about the rmlhons in In-
dia and Africa- who' are given a

| fearful taste of British democracy.

No one could interrupt to .ask
about the. thousands of workers
rotting in the dungeons of- the

vile Greck dictatorship. No one

could remind him about Chiang-
Kai-shek’s  butchery of tens of
tllousaﬂds of wmilitant wolkels
The speech was not a formal
declaration of war but it can-ie
elosa to being one. Not once was
there any mention of the nbw ex
tinct formula of “aid short: of
war.” Not once was there a Tepe-
tition of the promise he had given
so often that there will De no
American troops fighting ou -fore.

| eign soil.

The speech in ‘effec't said:

“I shall do everythmg; neces- '
sary to defeat Germany. If it
can be done by having {he
British fight for us. well: and’
geod, But. if 1iot then we have?

@ .pavy, and- an army, and we: :

| -shall use them to take over the_ !
: r-:,ma,stery of the waﬂd b
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Governor Stassen’s Ban Against Negroes:
In State Home Guard Is Fought Vigotously

g

MINNEAPOLI

S—The 1twelve thousand Negroes in the
- Twin Cities of Minnesota are taday con(ronting the same prob- |

Jerins which Negroes Tace everywhere in the United States—color
discrimination in the war industries and in the armed forces.
Resentment against this oppressive discrimination has now come
to a boiling point over Governor Stassen’s Jim Crow pollcy in

Csetting up the Minnesota Home Defense, the force that is re:

placing the National Guard which has been sent into the regular

T army. .

Stassen has refused to open the r;mks of the Home Guards

to Negroes. This aet is regarded
as the last straw by the local
Negro community. Coloyed lead-
ers, among them many' trade
unionists, have formed a Minne-
sota Negro Defense Committee.
For five months this Committee
has sought wunsuccessfully to
gain an audience avith the Gover-
hor. Stassen has
statements to the press that he
has not rec¢eived any requests
from the Committee for such a
nieeting.

STASSEN'S NEW TRICK

Finally, when Stassen saw that

he could, no, longer awe the Né-
groes or conquel thiem by silence,
the governor resorted to an old
political trick of trying to split

- the ranks of the Negroes by ap-

pointing two Negroes as an “In-

- vestigating Committee.” The two
Negroes agreeing to serve the gov-
érnor are Raymond <Cannon,

Minneapolis Tawyer,

and Lawrehce

Tarver of St. Paul, an American
Legion member.
Far from stemming the Ne-

‘groes’ fight against discrimina-
tion, this ac¢t only accelerated the
struggle. Today Cannon and Tar-
ver are thoroughly repudiated by
tive Negro communities in Minnea-
polis and St. Paul.

PROTEST MEETINGS

Large mass meetings of protest
have been held in both Mihnea:
polis and St. Paul.

Saturday evening, March S8th
about three hundred colored and
white persons met at the Hallie
Q..Brown settlement house in St.

Paul to further the fight againgt.|
ATy, Once this state  fight can|

discrimination. About omne hun:
dred people were turned away for
lack of room. '

Maceo Littlejohn, the first
spe'aker, a trade unipnist, received
prolonged applause when he said,
“We will mot permit Governor
Stassen to press down upon our
heads this crown of military dis-
crimination.” )

A Negro war véteran and Amer-
fcan Legionnaire spoke against
Jim Crow segregation in the ar-
my. He told of the fate of the

issued . lying |

,fense of theix civil rights.

Senegalese sold’iérs in France last
yeay, and of how these all-Negrc
battalions are dlways given the
suicide assignments. It there were
no segregation it - would be impos-

sible to place the heaviest war
Fsacrifices
 said.

upon the Negroes, he
INDICT  RENEGADES

The director of the, Hallie Q.
Brown houge gave "4 militant
speéch in which $he pleaded for |
solidarity of the Negrows in de-
The
“appointed by the
governor should have refused ¢
setve, she said. Two Negro uni:
versity students .spoke along the
same lné. J. W. Pate, another
Negro veteran, read the
the Elks have sent Stassen pro-
testing his Jim Crow policy. Pate.
too, said that “we are being vic-
timized by men _of our own
group.”

* The Rev. Clarence Nelson, pub-
licity chairthan of the Negfo De-
fense Coimmittée, read the many
letters the Committee has written
Stagsén asking for ah appoint-
ment. “Things are happening in

Minnesota that are happening in|

Miscissippi,” he said, referring to
thé growth of Jim Crowism in the
North. ‘
WHAT IS HOME GUARD?
Some Negro leaders, especially
the trade unionists, know ~very
well that the Minnesota Home
Guards will be chiefly used .as »
strike-breaking instrument. But
they feél that it will prove éasier
to fight against diserimination in
the:Home Guard than in the U.S.

Pe won, the broade’r fight against
Aisérimination in the Wwar indus:
tries .and in the army will be
speeded.

Negroé¢s in Minneapolis and St
Paul are more united in
struggle than they have been for
many years on any issue.
fight agaifst diserimination in in-

dustry and in the armed forces

deserves the suppo¥t of the trade
union movement. It will révefve
that support.

'SWP FIGHTS BILL TO BAN C.P.
FROM BALLOT IN_ WISCONSIN -

MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin,
‘ban the Communist Party and

March ]0——8111 183 S, a bill to |

‘other subversive groups” from

“the ballot in Wisconsin, was vigorously opposed before the Sen-

ate hearing committee at Madison on March 6, by the Socialist
Workers Party, represented by James Boulton, Milwaukee or-

- ganizer of the SWP.

183 S, and the Little Dies Committee bill to investigate

“subversive elements”

‘the longest strike in a ‘“national
defense” industry to date. The

" Bill is another part of .the smear

campaign being waged against
the union. It is an effort to

- frichten the rank-and-file work-
' @rs, who, howevér, have shown

themselves more dependable than

the leadership.

Spéaking against the bill, the

. Trotskyist représentative pointed

" out that the revolutionary work- |§

ers have more to fear at the hands

. of the Stalinists than do the ¢ap-
* jtalists and the government. Boul-

W

. ton Drought out the fact that the |

wation-wide attacks upon the Stal

. inists were not thought of in.the
~.period of the Stalinist “People’s

¥ e

Front” honeymoon with Roosevelt.
If Stalin switches sides, the terms
of the bill will not be applied to

" the Communist Party but against

others.

CIO spokesmen opposed the bill

*on the grounds that the bill Was,

- Hittlerite.
. bill condd be used to
- with the CIO’s projéected state La- ||

They stated that the

bor Party.

/

Fred Basset Blair, staté chair-|]

" man of the C. P. tould not under-

"~ gtand the action of the Senators, |
ifisting that the C. P. does tot |
. advocate force in the building of |
+a Worker's soé’iety,

and urging

' that his Party is éarrying out the
- pest traditions of America’s de-

moérats, Paine, Washington, ete.

in the state labor movernent, are. brought
« out at a time of bitter struggle between the ClO and the Allis-
Chalters Company, where a strike “has been in progress 50 days

o -

letters.

this |

Their |

us Stnkers Firm

et

Shbwi‘ng the SPIFEE That wins, members of the New York. Tra'nspmt Workeérs Union (CIO)
cheer a speaker’s call for ﬁghtm\‘r action at a rally of the 3500 striking bus drivers. The drivers
‘have tied up 90 per cent of M?anhattans bus tran sport since Mareh 10. ’

Newark
Deepen

Even The Few Housing Projects wm Néw '%ﬂ‘rumefd Over To
"Defense” Needs; Both Cfty Hall Maehmas AreldnOnlt. ..

,By GE’ORGE BREITMAN Con
(Socialist Wnﬂ(ei‘s Party Candidate foi Clty Cnmmlssmmer)
During the fast war workets moved to the Newark industrial |

area in such great nuinbers that a heusing shortage arose

_“SO

acute that the City was forced to erect tnt -colonies to shelter

hundreds of evicted families;

that thousands of families were

doubled up in living quarters, and foeiing houses were forced
to rent the same bed to as many as three lodgets in one day.”
(From report of Newark’s World War I Mayor.)

Conditions in the city today are rapidly approaching the
same situation. There is a real shortage m homes, flats and
apartments. As a result, rents are going up, families are moving
i together, cellars and store fronts are being occupied, and when

one family moves out of a house
in a workers’ neighborhood, there
are five to ten applicants for the
place during the next two hours.
And the tremd, beécause. of fac-
tory expansion, is toward-great-
er migration mto the¢ area.

The picture- of Newark's 44,451

housing structures was shown in.

the State Housing Authority’s

o
1934. report:

Of every 100 structures 80
were found to be of wood, the
wotst material, the quickest to
deteriorate. Of every 100, 61
were built before 1908, that -is,
they are more than a third of
4 century old, and were built
on what are now old-fashiened
standards.

were declared to be in “good
" condition,” -45 were in need of
“minor repairs,” 40 weére in
~ need of “major repairs,” and 10
were found “unfit for wuse”
“That is, half of Newark’s
hoies were either not fit to
live in of badly it need of re-
pairs, and only 4% were in
“good” condition.
SITUATION NOT CHANGED
The Newark Housing Authority
reported a few months age that,
if1- the six years since 1934, the
Building Department has granted
less than 5,000 permits for alter-

interfere ||

The

HHEAR :

Trotsky.

210 East 5th Street

g

MAES Mz'sfm% ziz.
GPU
| and

Stalin’s Rule Of Terror

. Speaker:
Albert Goldman
Recent]y returned from Mexico where, as attorney for

Natalia Sedov Trotsky, he cross-examined the GPU as-
sassin who sank a pick axe in the brain of Leon Trotsky.

The facts which bfand Stalin as murderer of Leon

A profound crisis is shaking the Soviet Union! The work-
ers’ state is in deadly danger!

Stalin must be overthrown before it is too Jate!

. BEETHOVEN HALL
‘FRIDAY: March 28 .

The meeting will begin promptly at 8:30 P.M.
Auspices: Soczalzst Workers Party

New York City b
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|ationis, additions and ‘repairs.
This would mean répair work oh
less than % of the buildings. need-

ing major repaire o¥ unfit:for: uke. !

“It is to be neted that many of
these permits were for - cominer-
cial properties- and structures in
good conditions, thus farther ve-
ducing the apparent number of
sub-standard dwellings affected (by
the repairs).”

In thi§ same peri'é'd, about 1900
housirig units (not structures)

were demolished, and 2600 cons-|
tructed. Private capital built less |

than 400 of these, the others beé-
ing built by FHA and NEHA. Since

almost as many were demolished |

| as built, the situation remains al-
Out of every hundred, four |

most the same.

“In Newark proper,” said the
NHA last September, “there has

| been mo house building to speak
of, in the past 12 years. 2~ cons- |.

truction has been negligible. De
molition has far outdistanced pr}-
vate new construction imNeka
in recent years. Today the most
information_  obtained
shows that there is-about a 3%
housing vaeancy in Newark. A
great deal of the 3% vacancies is
regafirded substandard, much of
it unlivable . . . ”

WHAT NHA PROPOSES

" What conclusiohs does the NHA,
appointed by wendnnt City

tWa

i Commigsion, draw from this ter-

rible situation?

“It is agreed by most »* 4 in-
terested government arencies. the
Newark Housing Authority and

| | the Real Estate Board and prop-|
| erty owhers generally, that what-

ever additional housing i§ p-eded
in Newark should be created by
private capital.”

Private ¢apital hasn’t built
any homes it 12 years. The

housing sitauation is getting

niore critical every day. There-
fore? Ther¢fore, shys the NHA
with the approval of City Hall
and both machines (the Ellen-
stein-Franklin-Brady group
and the Byrne-Clee grouap),
let’s not constru¢t amy more
federal housing projects. Let’s
Teave it to private capital!

Buat this is only part of the
picture,
* Net oYy does the NHA op-
pose building motre low-cost
homes, but it is preparing be-
hind the scenes to “divert” a
large or major -part of the
2435 units of federal housing
already built or being bailt,
“gell” theth to the federal gov-
einment for the use of “de-
‘fense workers” on the grounds
that poor housing for those

“dver
 prdjects.

thkeYs will interfere w’ith
“national defense.”

Very little has beenr said of this
in public. Certainly few of the
t;housaqu of low paid workers

‘and relief cliénts who have ap-

plied for admission to tliese pro-
jects know what is ¢oming. But

already a bill is being prepared |

in the State Legislature (this is
happéning in ofher states too)

‘which will permit the Aunthority

to %olve its ‘problem about the
skilled workers flocking into this

area atvthe expense of the thou-

$nds who have been waiting for
two_years to °‘et ix’lto tlie

" That the NHA is already activ-
ely at work on this piece .of skull-
duggery was shown in a statement
of a member of the Newark Citi-

zens’ Housing Council last week:
when he demanded reorganjzation

Starts Mar. 24

of that body and complained, “f
do not construe intelligent co-op-
eration (with the NHA) as being
yessmen to the diversion of low

defense workers ., . ” o
The NHA doesn’t want to build
any new homes, but it does want

to take away some of those al-
ready built and change thé'r c¢hap-

acter as “low rent housing” for
“the duration of the present
crisis.”

That is why the Socialist Work:
ers Party in the present election
campaign states that the housing
crisis will be with us as long as
the friends of the landlords and
the representatives of Dbig busi
ness sit in City Hall. That is why
Wwe say: LET LABOR CONTROL
THE CITY COMMISSION! Biila
a labor party to take over City
Hall, to prevent the “diversion” of
low cost housing already cons
tructed and to extend the hous-
ing program by building the
| homes necessary for the great ma-
jority of Newark’s workers!

A SENSATION!
The Inside Story of the Dip-
lomacy Leading to the Sécond

World War

Ambassador
Dodd’s Diary
1933 to 1938 |

of the Former U. S. Ambas-
sador to Getmany

Price: $3.50
NOW AVAILABLE AT

The Modern Bookshop
27 University Place
New York City

Not A Bit Scared By
La Guardia’s Plan
For Strikebreakers

~ (Contihued from page 1)
received Dbanner headlines in the
Logs press which
ning juicy. fuil page ads on the
slrike paid for by the bus com-
panies. But the publicity on this
angle soon died down.

Only the Sgcial Demoeratic Fed-
cration’s New [Leader saw fit to

{ revive the Dies charges--in & front
{ page article that sounds and shells

likd the splash of a red herv¥ing

| cropped in 4 ¢esspool. The March
| 15 New ILedader calls the strike
“gubversive”  a

“Communist’’
strike, -and criticizes Roosevelt’s
advisers for not advising the
White House to crack down.

The New Leader asserts tha'f
the strike interferes with “aid
for Britain” and the' “defénse in-
dustries.” In an editorial, the

case-hardened hatchet men of |

the bossés who write/ in the New
Leader qualify the strike as noth-
ing but a demonstration by “Com-
munist misleaders” of their “pow-
er to paralyze and teérréorize the

community.” They give Mayor, La-

Guardia a bouguet of compliments,
and end up with the following 1a-
bel for the strike: “The Stalinist
wing, of the Fifth Colurm is at
work.” Thése repiesentatives of
the Second International, who bhé-
trayed the working c¢lass in World
War I, in the intervening years
have grown a few more addition-
al callouses!

UNION CUTS DEMANDS

In a final eéffort to loosen up
the hard-boiled attitude of the
bosses, the union scaled doiwn its
total demands on the tWo compa-
nies from. $3,250,000 - annually
down to- $1,000,000. But even
this failed to jar Ritefie and his
LaGuardia backing.‘

But not all the threats of these
uhion-hating capitalists, — their
executive agents in the govern-
ment, and the small-time peddlers

| of their wares like the New Lead-

ér, can dampen the confidence of
the bus: strikers: They iitend .to
erl

Marxist School

A
A heavy enrollment is expected

{at thle Spring session of the Marx-

rent housing to the use of skille’d; ist School,

of New York City a¢
cording to Lawrencé P. Turner,
who is in charge of arrangements.
Already numerous applications
bhave been received at the Marx:s'
School Office at 116 University
Place. ' ) ¢

The school will open on Mon
day, March 24, 7:10 p.m. at Irv-
ing Plaza, Irving Place and 15tb
Street, with William F. Warde
scheduled ‘as the first Tecturer. e
will Wegin his colwrse on “Perm.
anent Revoldtion in American
History” with a le¢ture on “Amer-
fcan and World History.” At the
last session of the school, Com-
rade Warde's class on dialectical
materialism was extremély pop
ular. It is expected, that, many
worker students who attended
that <¢lass will wish to Jenroll for
this class as a follow ‘up

The second class of the evening
will be
whose lecture on “Early’ Stages
of Trade Unionism in the U. 8.7
will open her course on “Ameri:
can Labor Movements.”
. On Wednesday Jack Weber will
open his course on ‘“The World
at War” with a lecture beginning

lat 7:10 p. m. on the topic .“Can

the British Empire Survive? -
perialism and Colonial Revolt.

Comrade Weber’s class will be
followed by Farrell Dobbs’ course
on “Trade Unionism and Politics.”
Comrade Dobbs’ first lecture will
be on “The Inside Story of the
AFL and CIO Bureaueracies.”
Many trade unionists have al-
ready expressed an espécially
keen interest in this course be:
cause of Dobbs’ long experience
in the trade union movement.

The subscription for gingle ses-
sion$ of each course is 25 cents:
for an entire course of six ses
sions, $1.

Take Advantage
of the Combination Offer
8 Issues THE MILITANT
2 Issues FOURTH INTERNA-

TIONAL
FOR ONLY 50c

had been run-.

1obtained -ondy

led by Lydia Beidell.

Thompson Chain

By LOU
March 17 wis %06t only a

I York, It was a great day for

\xqu\mgmcn and women of the
at 11.30 A M.

COOPER

great day for the Irish in New
the underpaid, overworked 230
Thompson Cafleteria Chain. FFor

all the workers of-the chain—members of Local

302, Cafeteria Imploves, AFL.—walked out and left the stores

desolate with omy the company managers picking up the Te-

maining dishes. -

Mass picket lines wefre immediately formed and all ten

stores had to shut down.
weekly wage increase during pro-
longed Negotiations. New they

besses that they ave tired of the
company’s stalling-around policy

and that the unfon cafeteria |

workers mean busifiess,

The genweral wagk scales inthe

Thompson chain had long been
way below that of other cafeterias
under- tite jurisdietion of Loeal
402. The wage incieases wWwhich
the workers dively heed Were 1ot
gained in‘the last contract, which
twentyfive cents
per Week indreases. - .
WHAT COMPANY OFFERED

When negotiations  began ' a
month. and & half ago ‘the ‘com-
pany had the gall to propose the
ending of the closed shop, the ab-
olitionn of seniority rights, aban-
donment of existing- Vamtmn Treg-
ulations, the right to 1‘eplace men
with women at lower wages (m
the event of conscnptlon for
example).

The company refuéed to Near
the justified demand for wage in-

creases. It did not want to hear |

abouit the low sScale wages, nor
about the rising cost of living.
The company spokesmen par-
ticularly did .not want to
be confronted with their owh
gtatement of a great increase
in income and profits, which
they issued to the Thompson
stockholders on the very day that
the strike was called.-

COMPANY’'S “EARNINGS”.
This timely statement tells a
véry interesting story. Theé gross
profit from operations for 1940
was 100% more than that of
1939! Whereas 1939 saw.a gross
profit. of $142;935 l;he 1940 gross
profit- was $281:149. - b
But this gross pmﬁt 4s 1arg‘e
it was, included ‘logses from

as

The workers had demanded atwo dollar-

diher enterprises o'f the Thofpson

dethonstrated to the Thokpson | outfit, enterpriges having hothing

to do with the eafeteria ehain. The
gioss profit frofm réstaurant oper-
ations dlome Wwas over §761,000.
Ah enoFmows ifeyease! In its con-
elision the conmpady. told its Steek-
holders:

“Furthey improvement jn sales
and profits is expected” —— for the
year 1941, Yes, there’s plenty of

they wouldn't think of meeting
Wworkers.
UNION WILL WiIN =

Smash the union, that's all the
Thompson bosses understand, but

fhey’ve got.another guess coming.
This union knows how to fight

Jand how to fight hayd.

The -tough grind at the counter,
in the 'k'itchen*and on: the floor
has tempered the Thompson work-
ers for this struggle. The yoting
women that stave away eight
long hours a ‘day, Garrying heavy

a Wweéek have a good reason for
Seelirg that this strike brings $2
Wage ifcreases Tor themselves
and for all other categories.

en, for éxample on the Grand
Central picket-lihe, is a lesson in
union militancy and waion solidar-
ity.
a drawn out strike, they intend
Yo stick it out.

Down. on Thirteenth sti¢et and
Broadway a young counted girl
picket .raised the -¢ry, -“Lincoln
freed the slaves, but~Th0m;§§on’s
wants to bring back slavery.” Cor
rect, sister. ‘hompson’s must
meet the union demands. All powe
‘er to you and to your fellow

| workers in thfs strike. Let your
‘| coming Victory be ‘the lead for all

the. commg contract settlements
in Local 302.

'aﬁa ium Strike

Holds Firm

(Continued from page 1)
and committeemen John. Fagan
and Joe Sharkey. :

These three workers are being
charged with inciting to riot, with
Sharkey facing the add:tional
charge of assault and battery, for
an alleged attack: on a strike-
breaker.

This is a plain frame-up. These
three union rmen went to see Bet-
ton, one of the strikebreakers, to
secure information about a meet-

‘| ing that was supposed to be called |

by Feéderoff. ‘When Sharkey got
out of the car before Berton’s
house, Berton came out brandish-
ing a knife and threatening:to
“get my shot gun” Sharkey
&imply réturned to the car, which
Pughe and ¥agan had not ~even
Teft, and all three left peaceably.

The uniot has raised the ex-
cessively high bail of $4,000 for
the three men, imposed by Jquire
Church before whom they had
their first hearing. All three are

now reléased foy hearing Mareh |

31.

The union has appealed for ma- ]

terial aid to all workers and un-

ions. While the workers are wag-|

ing this battle, the troubles of
life go on uninterruptedly. The
child of one striker died and ev-
ery striker, although himself in
need, is digging down to help
their grieving brother. Another’s
wife is about to have a child.
Material aid and reéselutions eof
support should be sent te United
Vanadium Workers, L. 1. U. 953,
American Legion Hall, ¢|0 Pat Mec-
Cracken, Bridgeville, Pa.

MUSICALE
Interesting program of
Victor records

_ Danee, to
Victor Herbert Waltzes
SAT. NITE, MARCH 22
3623 '15th Ave.  Brooklyn
Subgeription - - - 35¢ |
_ (including all refreshinents)

BORO PARK|

Ford Fight
Near Strike

(Continued from page 1)
anything and everything neces«
sary to avert a strike. '
RUN:-ARQUND AGAIN

The workers muit not be fool-
ed. This War Labor Board should
be trustéd no more thah Roodse-
velt's creation in NRA days of
the Auto Labor Boaird of Leo Woi-

| man, that anti-unied board of in.

tamous rebute Which was a ton-
stant thorn in the side of the la-
bor mevement. The New War La-
ber Board of Roosevelt-Hillian

agents of the bosses as Leo Wol-
man — whe incidentally was an
old stdekick and adviser of $id-
ney Hillman.
FORD IS THE KEY

The Ford situation is thé key
to the whole mext period of Amer-
fean Labor's history. ‘The Ford
Workérs can play a great réle in
our history. This i§ esgecially
tite since the Ford struggle comes
in the midst of the crucial nego-
tiations in Coal and Stéel and
General Motors.

If the Ford workers brush aside
all thése Féderal mediators and
phoney governmental “advisors”

the workers’ business; if the Ford
workers abolish- the foul service
,department at Ford, they will
ystart a new great sweep of mili-
tancy and victory for Ameriéan
| labor. Bt_lt if they allow themsel-
{ves to be cheated and tricked
out of what they deserve to win,
then: the minhers and steel men
and all labor will suffer sefious
| set-backs.

| will chodse the road to vi¢tory!

dowgh coming in byt of course,

the wage increase demqnds of the

loads of dishes oh trays for $14 _

The spirit of these young wom- '

Come what may, Scabs or .

abie e

Wwill be Manned by just as Scabby

who try to poke their noses into-

These are the two reads algéad!
The Ford workers must afid -
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Miners Name Their Demands

$1 A Day
Raise Is The
‘Main Point

UI]]G@Q the soflt coal operators
of the eight-stdte Appalachian
region lC(,Onbldel their rejec-
tion ofl the demand of the Unit-
ed Mine Workers (ClO) for a
$1 a day pay rise and other
proposals. affecting 450,000 bit-
uminous miners, they face the
traditional “holiday” of the
miners at the termination of the
present closed-shop: contract on
March 31.

Negotiations between the
UMW leaders, headed by John
L. Lewis, and the commitiee of
the operators have been in
progress since March 11 in New
York, with no .agreement as yet
in sight.

In turning down the miners’
proposals, the operators also re-
jected the proposal of the wunion
that operations in the imines con:
tinue after April 1 on the bhasis
of the old contract until th2 new
contract 'is signed, when addi-
tional pay grants will be ratro-
active until April 1.

‘Charles O’Neill, spokesman for
the operators, termed the Lewis
offer, a ‘“contingent liability of
many -millions of dollars.”
the coal operators, who called ‘or

Jonger hours and no wage in-

creases in the interests of “nation-
al defense,” are not $o anxious
to avert a stoppage of coal pro-
duction if that means even the
likelihood of dipping into their
own pocket-books.

Lewis issued an immediate re-
ply to the operator’s counter-pro-
posal for a two-year renewal of
the present contract, stating that
it was entirely unsatisfactors as
a basis for contract settlement.

In his initial presentation of
the miners’ demands, L.ewis lash-
ed out at the coal bosses’ ‘argu-
ment that wage increases would
mean price inflation.

OUR INFLATION!

Thus |

“There is going to be somé in-

flation” Lewis .declared,...“And
the Uniled Mine Wolkers are pre-

pared to see that part of the Unit-

ed States’ inflafion should take
place in the shrunken bellies of
our miners. And we are prepared
to show that their bellies are
shrunken,

This is just as impor--

tané as the creation of another)

set of multi-millionaires.”
In demanding gains for the

miners now, Lewis pointed out i

that the aftermath of the war,

“whenever truce, stalemate or

final victory comes,”

“quite a different - economic
.aftermath to that which fol-

lowed in the wake of the World

‘War. _ )

“Instead of the United States
réplenishing the world with
" mass production equipment and
other goods and services, which
served as a cushion 22 years
ago, we will likely find our-
selves confronted with the most
serious and distorted economy
in our history,” the miners’
leader explained.
HITS PROFITEERS

Hitting out at the war
teers, Lewis. stated: ]

“Our economy will not again
stand’ profit loots, such as occur-
red during the last war. Profits
cannot\be piled into banks and
invested in foreign loans. There
must filter through into the pay
envelopes - of the men who man
the mines, factories and other
services, a larger share of the pro-
fit producing leverages that result
from steady operations, regardless
of what has heretofore been deter-
mined by engineers’ charts and
graphs as labor’s shars of increas-
eéd volume.”

Lewis backed up his argument
for increased pay out of inecreas-
ed profits by a detailed recital
of the monumental profits now
being piled up by every industry

ﬁroﬂ-

~out of the present war.

MINERS’ LOW WAGES i
Lewis cited the figures of the
Social Securities Board to- show
thdt ‘the coal miners are among
the lowest paid workers in hagz-
ardous industries: “tens of thou-
sands earn less than $300 .a year
aid perhaps 60 per cent make no
more than $600 to $700 a year.”
Lewis assailed as “fantastic and
absurd"™ the operators’ figures on
the cost to the coal industry of
the $1 a day wage increase de-
‘manded. The miners’ demands are
“modest,” said Lewis, pointing

out ‘that the miners’ wages had
increased only $1 a.day in 24
yéars, -

will be | T .
{the plant yesterday, conveyed by

jover 30 police,

|

Delegates to the United Mine Werkers Union (CIO)‘ policy : cotamittee conference, in New
York to negotiate wage increases for 450,000 bit uminous miners, being preeted by UMW Presi-”

dent John L. Lewis, and CIO

head Pmmp Murra y (at extreme left).

Cl10 Barely ScrapesThrough In
North American Aircraft Poll

'Bosses and Patr_ioﬁi: Ballyhoo Favored AFL M«uchfinists; And the
|c1o bwec%ors Didn't Do the Necessary Job of Orgoniza tion

LO‘S ANGEI LS, March 14—
The UAW-CIO won thé run-
off. ¢lection here yesterday at
INozrth American Aircraft |
(2000 workers) - squeezing in
only 70 votes ahead of the AFL
machinists in the first major
test of AFL-CIO strength in|
the aircraft industry.

To many militant workers it
seems almost unbelievable that
the AFL, with #ts ossified, bu-
reaucratic set-up, and stick-in-
the-mud . organizational methods
could be even geod competition |
toll and ome of two other Univer-

mass production Feld, The mili-
| tants in North. American were
| dazed. a few weeks ago wheh, ik
{ the first election, the AFL turned
up ouly about 40 votes behind thé
| ¢1o.

The truth of the matter is that

B
iia
lid.

Union Wins Strike
Against Progress
Manufacturing Co.

PHILADELPHIA, March 12
—~—400 militant strikers of ‘the
Progress. Manufacturing Com-
pany “here put to rout 150
strike-breakers, some of them

armed in a battle yesterday|

evening.

" Today, Local 90 of the Metal
Polishers union of the AFL an-
nounced the winning of the

|strike. The company, which fabri-

cates ~lighting - fixtures- and.-appli- |
ances, has agreed. to recognize. the

{union as the sole collective bar-

gaining agency in the plant con:
tingent on the union’s demonstra-
tion of a majority of the 500 work-
ers.

In addition, the company. has
had to agree to no diserimination
against any striker and to open
up negotiation with the union for

|wage increases, shorter hours and

better conditions.

| BATTLE WITH SCABS

‘When 150 scabs emerged from

several hundred

‘strikers massed around. the 3cabs
jeering and hooeting. |
| The police charged the strikers

and cops,

with flailing clubs, ard the strik-

lers’ temporarily were held back.

and  strike-breakers
in a body on Master

Police
marched

| Street, with the mass of strikers

trailing them at a distance of sev-
eral yards.

At 6th and Master Streets,
where the jurisdiction of the 10th
Police Distriet ends, the cops
“deserted” the dcabs.

| scABS USE PISTOLS

All 150 tdok to their heels im-
mediately, with the strikers: in
hot pursuit. During the course
of the chase, some sgcabs turued
around and opened fire on the
strikers with revolvers. Fortun-
ately, their aim was as rotten as
their yellow guts, and they suec-
ceeded only in puncturmg several
windows in the nelghborhood

Under the Réading Rallroad
Bridge, at 9th and Thompson
Street, '
with the finks. A free-forall en-
sued as phe strikers waded into
the scabs and gave them a 15 min-
ute lesson in what union men and
women think of strike-breakers,
especially  strike-breakers who
shoot at workers.

Finally, several riot squads of
police entered the fray. Nine
strike-breakers, whd were SO
speechless they couldn’t explain
who they were, were arrested. Ro-
sen, the plant boss, is reported to
be on the verge of a nervous
breakdown. These are the chief
casualtles

A preliminary skn'rmsh of a sim
ilar character occurred Monday
when 2 strike-breakers leaving the
plant opened fire on the union
pickets. Police managed to whisk
them away still in one piece.

The stiike' was caled last
Thursday after the company had
refuséd to negotiate with the un-

ion committee. *

tril ers Pums'

the strikers caught up

this election at all. The MILI-
TANT of Match 1 went iato some
| detail to describe the unfavorable
conditions under which the CIO
enters the field again in aircraft
out here. There was the tietend-
ous- pressure of the Company

{ Tor a union like the UAW id any|

1 ganization of shop stewards and

} fightin
the UAW was very lucky to win] oo ong

unionism, and the effect of jingo
'p‘a{riotiém upon backward work-
ers who are mmade to feel as
theugh thev.are in the spotlight
of “natienal defense.” These fac-
tors made it obvious that the CIQ
was fighting an up-hill battle
against the stream. Besides this
the AFL boasts contracts .(poorly
enforced however) in several
plamnts, . o

CI0’S MISTAKE

In order to win workers under
these unfavorable conditions a
tinfen must show the workers
something real in the way of or-
gahnization in the plant — .some-
thing that will tear down these
barriers and prejudices. The one
thing which would help to do this
would -be a consistent campaigh
of deba'rt-m'en‘thl organization, or-

grievances ‘against the
management, and a real program
of demands upon the company.

Although giving lip service to
militant methods, this.is precisely
what the CIO leaders failed to
produce. And this is why the CIO
failed to roll up the overwhelm-

against the CIO and for “safe”

‘many of the Dbest union men in

deserves in a mass production -ip-
dustry. As a matter of fact the
consensus of opinjon today among

the plant is that it was only stv
pid blunders of the AFT. which
won the election for the CIO.

The responsibility for this near-
disaster must be placed squarely |
upon the shoulders of the Direc-
tors of the <CIO organization
drive: Mortimer, Mitehenor, etc.
These men should know how to
organize a unidn even under ua-
favorable conditions. However,
from the begimming of the dvive
they played an
game,

They acted just as though they
were on the gravy train, that the
election was in the bag, and alt
they needed to do was to make a
good sales talk at the plant gates.
issue tons of leaflets and put on
a good three-ringed circus.
job organization? Hardly a word.
‘What will the CIO fight for =at

THE JOB AHEAD

Now that the election has been
won, the workers have still ahead
of them the job of building a un-

ultra-legalistic |

Put |

North American? Pretty phrases. |

-

e

2R

be little initiative and. not much
assistance from the offictals and
Directors in really ovg nmymg the

shop stewards and solldlfy»mg tae .

organ.zation on a fighting b?sis, :
In other words, if the workers
want a union they’ll have to.ér-

it looks as though they m'Iy do

just that.

Yes, the CTO was lucky to win

the election. Now, if the militant

workers will take the bull by the

horns inside the plant and build

solid organization in .the"d'epart- )
ments — it will be the workers

who are lucky that the CIO won

{the election. A strong and mighty

unien can be built at North Amev-
ican which can be the speérh:ea‘d
of unionism for the workews in
this mew giant industry, which
the ~ happy-
hunting ground for finky bosses.

has, so far, been

ganize it from the ranks — and ..

In Los Angeles '
Buy the
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Brooklyn Ave.
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ing and decisive majority that it

jon, It seems as though there’ll

. ’ .

Once again the colered people of America are
being exhorted to join the “war for democracy.”
Once' again there are Negro “leaders” who, like
the Judas Goats that lead cattle to the slaughter,
are telling their people that support of the war
will lead to better treatment of the Negro at
tiome. Once again—for all this happened in 1917-
18. What the proinises of white ralers and Negro
“Jeaders” ‘are. worth can be. jud'ged by reading
these .articies on the Negro’s experrences during
the last war—EDITORS ' - &

%k ok

By EUGENE VARLIN |

In-France, a systematié camphign to remove
the Negro officers was conducted under the aus-
pices ‘of the ruling cligueé of the army. “...Be-
fore the colored officers had had a.chance to p{'ove
‘themselves; ‘Efficiency Boards’ immediately began
wholesale removals and as such boards could act
on the mere opinion of field officers, the colored
company officers began. to be removed wholesale,”
says Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois.
it was claimed that there were not enough Negro
reserve officers to fill the vacancies, Then, in the
words of Emmett.J. Scott, Negro Assistant to
'Secretary’ of War Baker, “Inasmuch as . .. white
officers would not serve in the same regiment with
Negro officers, it was hecessary to turn over the
command entirely to white. officers.”

The Negro . officers were removed because of
their race, not because they lacked ability. An
examination of some typical cases proves this.
The first colored soldier removed by the “Effi-
ciency Boards” was ‘Captain M. W. Boutte. Be-
fore the war, Boutte served in the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard, the only colored organization of its
kind in the South; he became a captain at the
Des Moines school for Negro officers. Boutte or-
ganized Company $50 of the Machine Gunners and
was praised for his work with it. It was soon
learned, Mrs. Hunten and Miss Johnson wrote,
that the Major who brought Boutte up on charges
“had written a letter to the commanding ofﬁcer,
askmg that all colored officers be removed.”

. Di Bois tells of “a Lieutenant of a Ma-
chine Gun Battalion” who “‘was dismissed and
reinstated thrée times because the white officers
who succeeded him could not do the work.”
Harlem 369th was the first Ameri¢an Negro regi-
ment to engage in battle. Several of its officers
were given awards for bravery; nevertheless, soon
afterward, its white colonel, Hayward transfefred

chaplains,

Why Negro Officers Were Removed

On August 24, 1918, Herschel Tupes, Colonel
of the 372nd Infantry, forwarded a request to
General Pershing typieal of those demanding the
removal of colered officers:

“Subject: Replacement of Colored Officers by
White Officers . . . for the fellowing reasons:

“First: the racial distinctions which are re-
cognized in civilian life naturally continue to be
recognized in the military life . . .

“ ... There is a characteristic tendency among
the colored officers to neglect the weifare of their
men and to' perform their duties in a perfunctory
manner . . .

* ... It is recommended, )

A. That no colored officers be forwarded to
this regiment as replacement or otherwise. -

B. That officers removed upon recommenda-
tions of efficiency boards be quickly replaced by
white officers. . . .

the remaining colored personnel io labor organ-
izations or to repldcement units of other colored
combat organizations according to theéir ability.”

{ (My emphasis).

In replacing them,”

The ~

all the Negro officers except the bandmaster and

¢. 'That opportunities ~be offered to tranmsfer .

e Negro And T

S. Arm

Colonel Tupes got an O.K. from Pershing to
carry. out his request. In late August and. early
September, the colored officers of the 372nd Regi-
ment were -tried by a court composed of white
staff officers. Seventy-seven colored officers were
removed, only the two dental officers and the two

chaplains remaining.

By these means, “the percentage of wlnte of-

ber 30 19187

The wap over, the American bourgeoisie aban- @the war to_rebury the dead, these ladies write:

doned its flimsy pretences of an even break for
the Negro people. Steps were taken to eliminate
altogether the Negro officers in the. reorganized
a:'myy. ‘ : -

The Negro Labor Battalions

The hardest work of the war was reserved
for the Ne_gro stevedore and labor battalions. They
handied mail and freight, horses, mules, and sup-
plies, unloaded cargoes at all the French and some
of the English ports, built railroads, guarried
stone, and did construction work. They salvaiged
shells at great risk. Many were stationed at in-
terfor depots and bases and at automobile, air-
plane, and railroad assembling plants, They
worked twelve and fourteen hours a day.

Negro regulat army ren with long experience
were detailed to the Service of Supplies. Had
they beéen whites, they would have ‘occupied high
positions in the officers’ staffs ‘ot the combat regi-
menks Scott said that at Camp lee, Virginia,
he found hundreds of edvcated - Negroes many of
them college graduates, “limited Yo the use of
spade, pickaxe, and shovel and to the digging
of ditches, trenches and the iike.” Mrs. Hunton
and Miss Johnson, Who were Y. W .C. A. workers,
wrote that educated Negioes were oftéen to be
found in the  labor battalions in France. “¥or
every . .. profesgion ot trade there was a repres-
entative. - One had but to reguire the setvice of
a gtehoprapher, dentist, doctor, lawyer, electrician,
draughtsman, pianist, illustrator, or what not, to
find him at hand.”

The amount of laborious work performed by
the Negto troops was out of all proportion to
their percentage in the army. There were 106
Negro as compaied with® 207 white labor batta-
lions in France. This means that the Negroes,
froming slightly less tham.one-gighth of the total
enlisted forces of the American Army, did more
than one-third of the manual labor.

After the war, the grim task of reburying the
dead soldiers was imposed upon the Negroes ei-

-rolled in the 813th, 815th, and 816th Pioneer Regi-

ments ‘and upon them only. The cemeteries at

- Romagne, Beal’imoﬁ'ts Thiencourt, Belleau' Woods,

Pere-en-Tardenois, and Soissons were fruits of
their labors. They worketl all hours of the day
and night, week m and week out, through rain
and heat. _

The non-combatant units, comprising three:
fourths of all the colored troops, vrere given vir-
tually ne military training. “Our drilling,” said
one soldier, “consisted 'in\marching to and from
work with hoes, shovels, and picks on our shoul-
ders.” Even the colored Engineers, working close
to the front lines and Wwithin firing range, were
neither given arms nor taught to use them. «

Fven their brief and infrequent holidays were
ruined by dlscrlmmation Mrs. Hunton a/nd Miss
Johnson tell of a group of Negro laborers who
had been granted a week-end for an outing. “Just
like children they made ug listen to all thef:
enthusiastic plans and dreams of this outing. They
went, but came back dumb in the despair of
outraged truth and justice. A rumer had pre-

" ceded them, and the Frenéh restaurants and places

of amusement had besh Wwarnad not to recelve

them, since they were but servants of the whites.”
Du Bois says that, though some of the
white officers “were fine men . . .
were ‘nigger’ drivers of the most offensive type.”

Dr.

On more than one occasion, the
vented their wrath on officers
“The ‘804th,’
of brawn . . . ,

-regiments. which were: detained

“Always in those days there was fear of mutiny
We felt most of the time

or rumoers of mutiny.
that we were living on the edge

with its plenty of brain and plenty
" wrote Mrs. Hunton and Miss
© ficers of colored. regiments increased. from 18 per , Johnson, “had now and then sent an overbear-

cent. at the beginning to 42 per cent on Novem-  ing military pOllC? into deep lepose "

bhanished some
the majority

Negro laborers
of this rcaliber.

ot the
in - France ' after

of a smoldering

What Happelrted In 1917-18 Shows How The Bosses Are Thinking Now

crater. At Belleau Woods the soldiers ena masse

who mistreated them.”

Yet, after all this, the Negro “1epresentat1ves”
in the War Department Emmett J. Scott, could.
have ihe nerve to write:
had their share of songs,
‘When the strain of work and the handling of
cargoes and ammunijtion became really one Iong. _“
grind for the Stevedores,

“The Stevedore camps
music and..gaiety...

moxning, noon, and

night, weé ' ¢ould ~see them througli ail’ gorts of
weathé’l“ atid hours . . .
patriotic melody or popular sonig” o

smgmg or whxstlmg some

’

(This is the fifth article in this series.)
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Bethlehem'sL.A.

Struck

~ West Coast Fai:ricoting Plant Shut Down
When Company Won’t Reinstate 4 Members

strike Sunday morning (March

with us and discuss working con-.
ditions amicably. We take issue
on these three points:

1. “When four mnen are unfairly
“ Jaid .off and the management re-
fuses to reinstate them we feel
“honor bound to our fellow work-
ers to. appeal their case, If they
go undefended other workers may
be next. These men were active
in the union and some of them

are largely Irespbnsible for the
suceess of organization in the/
Pplant.

2. “Where there is no set policy.
on seniority’ there always arises
favoritism. This fosters ill-feeling

- between fellow workers who
"should and would ordinarily get
a,lo'l_lg together. But the ‘company
wants no semblance of organiza-
tion and cooperation whatsoever!
1t is allright for them to form as-
sociations and spend millions of
dollars for strikebreaking and un-
* jon-smashing, but if you spend a
dollar a month to protect your
job and increase your wages to
better hvmg conditions you are
a sucke1

“But,_of course, there is always
the company union. Yes, if there
is anything you want—a new
reamer or a not-so-very-old paint
brush, the company union will go

-to the management, get full recog-

Cmition,. and lo! you get your new

reamer and your little brush —

e

e e e RO

and how about wages?

WAGES AND PROFITS

3. “The question of ,wages.
"Bethlehem has been granted over
* one billion or one thousand mil-
lion dollars in government con-
“tracts, There was no low compe-
‘titive bid necessary for the ac-
-gquisition of these orders.

“The entire burden of meeting
" this terrific demand lies solely in
- -the hands of America’s productive
manpower. Fair compensation
X t:hrotigh profit sharing is our re-
ward. The Bethiehem Review for
‘March, 1941 quotes a net profit
of, $48,677,5624 for the year 1940
and dividends (o 1on-producing
stock-holders of mnearly twenty-
two million dollars.

“The same Review- slates that
the average earnings per Bbour of
all employees is 94.1c. per hour.
Take away a few fat salaries and
where is'yvour average? Top wages
in the Plant are not over 80c. an
‘hour. Now where is your aver
age? Will Mr. Grace settle for a
9de. real average or give a flat
25% increase? It is his option.”

AFL Teamstersl are respecting
the picket lines. Support to the
strikers is being given by other
: CI0 unions, on the picket line

-

LOS ANGLELES, March 15—A strike of steel workers em-
-ployed at the Fabricating Plant of the Bethiehem Steel Com-
‘pany in Los Angeles has resuiied in a complete shut-down of
the plant. App]oxmmelv 110 production workers went out on

9) after a unanimous strike vote

had been taken on the previous Thursday. ,
Strike committee members of SWOC Local 2273 gave a re-

porter for THE MILITANT the following statement:

.purpose of this strike is to force the management to sit down

“The sole

and also in the way .of material
support. )
Bethlehem -has another plant in
Los Angeles,
plant and Rolling Mills, Tt employs
some 800 men who are organized
in SWOC local 1845. Committees
have been set up by local 1845 in
preparation for strike in support
of the strikers at the Fabricatmg

TOs (G |

’ga’r‘nahg Committee (CIO) began
“Iits eampaign.

! ‘but . how about’ seniotity Tightsaf,

plant.

the Open Hearth

Oon The

®

 Picketing A Bethlchem Plant

Steef workers plcket q\e Bethlehem Steel Co rp. plant in Los Angeles in a strike called by the
SWOC CIO affer four union men’ were fired. This is one evidence of the encouragement the Beth-
lehem workers everywhere gamed from the re cent strike victory at the Lackawanna pla_nt

Little Steel Strlke Taught
Workers Whom Not To Trust

Never Put Any Faith in thé Government and Its Nahonal Guard
Trust Only in Labor’s Power———That s the Lesson of 1937 ‘

By ART

PREIS

At this UiméS ev ery steel worker should 1emembcr the lesson

of the 1937 strikes.

¢ -

*

BOI ne forward on the relentless upsutge of mdustrlal union-
ism which started to sweep the country.in 1933-35, the steel

workers began to assail the fortresses. of Big

and Little Steel.

* Several abortive attempts to:organize were.made through
the machinery of the decrepit, craft-ridden, dues hungry AFL
Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel. and Tin Workers, .

'lhen in 1936, the Committee for Industrial Organization,
based on’industrial union principles, was formed In. July of the

same. year, the Steel Workers Or-

Whereupon the companies dust-
ed off their “employee representa-

tion” plans. Overnight hundreds
of company ‘“‘unions” began to
flourish ‘“‘contracts.” The Iron

and Steel Institute spent mllhon;i
on publicity and full-page ads to
attack the SWOC and denounce
the CIO as a ‘red menace.” But
to no avail.
THE UNION’S GROWTH

By January 1937, the SWOC
numbered 150,000 members.! In
a score of leading steel plants,
the SWOC took over the company
unions bodily. The company union
system of Carnegie-Tllinois, larg-
est U. S. Steel subsgidiary, with
130,000 workers, fell to pieces.

Ingurgent industrial labor
throughout the country . was
smasbing at the bulwarks of the
open-shop. The embattled auto
workers of the giant General Mo-
tors Corporation forced signed
eontracts from the Morrgan ‘Du-
Pont financial coalition Dby their
militant sit-down strikes. -«

Seeing the hand-writing on the
wall) the heads of the: U. S, Stee!
Covporation, the greatest aggre-
gate of industrial capital in the
world, bezan to get jittery.

The unations of Europe were on

an’ armaments $pree, in prepara»
tion for the-impending war. Greai'l'
Britain wanted to pat through
contract involving hundreds of
millions Tfor "armor plate anc
steel products with U. S, Steel
But it wanted guarantees of un
impeded production. The Unitec
States government had passed ap
propriations for $650,000,000 for
new battleships, and also wantec

| prompt delivery for steel.

Greedy to seize these profitablc
war orders, fearful of the tremen
dous sWeep of the CIO organizs
tion drive and the power of th¢
workers as demonstrated in fthc
auto sit-down strikes, U. 8. Steel
after secret: negotiations wit}
John ‘L. Lewis and othex CIC
heads, gnuounced that it would
sign’ an agreement, with the
SWOC. '

UNION GROWTH CONTINUES

In May 1937, Murray, head of
the SWOC, was able to announce
that ‘the union had 350,000 mem-
bers, 600° new lodges, and con-
tracts with 90 companies, includ-
ing all U. S. Steel subsidiaries
and many important independent
companies. On May 20, after'a 36
hour strike, Joves & Laughlin, ein-
ploying 27,000 workers, signed
up with the CIO.

The tide of steel unionism seem-

v

3

———

Steel Profits

-as compared with [939:

: 1939
LU S Ste $41,119.934
- Bethlehem 24,038,384

~ Republic 10,671,343

Jones & Laughlin® 3,188,944

National Steel 12,581,630
Youngstown :

. Sheet & Tube 5,004,484
]niand Steel Co. 10.931.010

‘cent over 1940, And
‘‘equal sacrifices™!

at the helght of lhe last war.

Steel and iron arc the basic materials of
modern industry in war as in peace. '
“War is, however, even better for the stec!
trust. Take a look at these profit figures for
“the seven leading steel corporations for 1940

" Profits in the steel industry thus rose one
']1l111dtgd per cent in 1940 over 1939, This year
“steel profits will be the highest in the history ‘of
‘the industry. rising another one hundred per
Roosevell talks about

Iron and stecl L\pons in 1940 were already
-higher than 1in the. previous best year, 1917
.8,720,000, net tons, as compared with 7,049,000

Street coupon
ends. If it-had

U.. S. Sieel—DBig  Steel—raked
$800,000.000 in the last war
From 1915 to 1919, it paid out to the Wall
-clippers $355,000,560 in divid-

- over
in net profits.

n't made a cent of profit for the

next ten years, it could still have paid out the

1940

§102,181,321°
48,677,524
21,113,507
10.277,029
17,112,315

to $2,571,617,

same dividends from its swollen assels and re-
serves, which rose from $1 765,257,492 n 1914

175 in 1918.

n 1940, the stecl trast made 8% per cen1‘
prolit on its total investment. In 1939, it had
made 4% per cent. Fhis year it is expected

to clear over 2 per cent—and that on watered

10.815.468
14,450,385
in pay. When

rent increases,
into their me:
The Jacts

bosses-could pay the US. Stee] workers
cent more,-and stitl-make 9 per. cent. profit ‘on

. their- capltal T hey could: pay 20 per: cent more
A n '.:and still make a juicy 6 per. cent

capital of hundreds of millions.
But the steel workers have had no raise

the war ends, and the post-war

depression sets in, they will have no reserves
off which to live for years to come. Price rises,

higher taxes are already- catmﬁ
1ger pay envelopes.

prove conclusively that the steel
10 per

| mills of Republic Steel,

ed il'l'esislib]e. And then came the
battle with Little Stecl.

\
R

“Little Steel” includes the Beth-
lehem Steel Company, second lar-
gest steel corporation in America,
Republic  Steel, Inland Steel,
Youngstown Sheet and Tube Cor:
poration and the National Steel
Corporatioﬁ. The combined pro-
duction and profits of these five.
corporations. usudlly equal or
cel that of U. S. Steel’

& BI(x STEEL’S GAME

But contrary to the general im-
pression, Little Steel and Big

‘Steel are very c]osely,aligned.

Bethlebhem Steel is controlled by
the House of Morgan through in-
terlocking directorships, just- as
is U. S. Steel, In the same fash-
ion, interlocking directors tie the
other Little -Steel companies to
the giant steel trust.

If expediency forced U. S. Steel
to sign up with the SWOC, that
1idn’t mean it yielded an inch on
its former open-shop designs. It
wvas planned to smash the union
in Little Steel, thus preserving a
'arge open-shop field as a future
apringbberd for a direct attack
on the union in Big Steel.

When the SWOC demanded un-
ion recognition from the Little
Steel corporations, it was met
with a flat turn-down. Instead
the companies began firing union

men, putting up barbed wire
fences about their plants, import.-
ing hundreds of gunmen and
thugs. ’

It was an open challenge to the
union. As the La Follette Senate
investigating committee later dis-
closed, these companies purchased

no less than $50,000 worth of
guus,- munitions and tear gas in
May.

THE STRIKE BEGINS .

‘Late in May and early in June.
1937, 70.000 steel workers were
~alled out on strike from the
Youngs-
town Sheet . and . Tube, Inland
Steel and the Johnstown plant. of
Bethlehem Steel. '

The focal point of the sirike
was in the Obio Valley, ranging
from Youngstown, Warren, Niles.
Massillon. Canton to Cleveland.

Youngstown was the key point
2t this area, with Youngstown
Sheet and Tube and Republle
Steel dominating the city. At the
dart of the strike, the' plants were

hut down tight,

WURDER FOR PROFIT

. The local authorities in Youngs-
‘own supported the companies.

0!1 Mouday night, June 21, the
“ompanics annouuwd they were
70ing to open the Youngstown
plants the next day.

I'rom scores of miles away, all
{hrough the night of the 21st,
tlfousands of workers began to
vour into Youngstown to aid Lhe
Youngsiown T%_\'
mornivg. they lbplf’b(’lltbd ‘a huge
drmy, _determmed to. fight and
prepared to fight. Rubber‘ workers

steel workers,

from- Akron, men . {rom Canton,

R}
. dla{xon board, on June 19,'a gr o‘ur

viners from Pennsylvania, steel
workers from Sharon, Newcastle,
Pittsburgh, Aliquippa,

The companies did not attempt
to move as planned that morning.
All day the strikers and sym-

| pathizers hoped for word from the

mediation ‘board or the govern-
ment demanding that the compa-
nies obey the labor laws. None

came.
Armed deputies roamed the
streets, terrorizing isolated work-

e¢rs, murdering several, wounding
scores, including women. But they
could not break the picket lines.
A “hack to work” movement
was started, under an. “indepen-
dent” union label. The one paper
in town, the Yonngstoum Vindica-
tor, opened up a vicious propa-
ganda barrage on the strikers.
But the stfikers would not break.
~In the midst of negotiations
with a. government- appomted me-

of armed deputies opened fire on

7'1 group of pickets, including wont
en with babes in arms. A numbel

of workers were killed, 50 wound
ed, \

GOVERNMENT —
STRIKEBREAKER
At midnight, the word came
that Governor Davey, “New Deal”
representative elected with the
support of Labor’s Non-Partisan
League, was sending in the Na-
tional Guard to “prevent disor-
der” and “keep the. plants shut.”
" In the councils of the strikers
were a number of Stalinists who
had supported Davey to office —
those were the ‘“Popular Iront”
days. These, together with several
other leaders, urged the workers
to dishand and return home, as-
suring them' that the National
Guard was being sent in to pro-
tect the interests of — the work-
ers!

Trust in Davey and Roosevelt
was being insisted upon through-
out the strike by Philip Murray,

John L, Lewis and the other CIO
leaders. ]
Reluctantly, the workers dis-

persed. The sympathizers return-
ed to their home towns.

SMASHING THE STRIKE

ed into Youngstown, it did '\vhat
it ljas always done: it opened up
the plants. Thefi began an unppar-
alleled reign of terror up and down
the Ohio Valley. The strike lead-
ers were arrested in their homes
and held idcommunicado. Individ-
ual union "militants were picked
up off the streets. Dispersed and
d'sorganized, the workers could
vot fight o protéct their leaders
and active members. .
From Youngsiown, to Warren,
‘to Canton, - Massillon, Cleveland,
moved the troops, systematically

bebeading the sirike, shooti/ug.
heating, bayoneting the isolated

workers. In a short while, the
workers became demoralized.
Their local leaders in Jjail, no

new : strategy coming from the
fop CIO leaders, the back-bone. of
the sirike was broken. ’

THE JOHNSTOWN FORMULA

The isolated strike of the Beth-
lehem workers in Johnstowu,‘l’a.,
was smashed by a combined pro-
vaganda and back-to-work move-
ment financed hy the company
and orvgavized i)_\'r the officialg of
the town who in (he pay
of the company, and supplemernt-
ed by vigilante gangs. _

Mayor Daniel J. Shields, once
‘convicted d.zgd ‘jailed for attempted

were

W}aen the National Guard mov-]

S

Results In Indiana Harbor and Gary Plants "

umon

employing about 20,000 ‘men, in
Gary, Indiana, and in the Youngs-
town Sheet and Tube plant in In-
diana- Harbor,

A big help in bringing new
members into the SWOC fold and
renewing the memberships of ma-
ny others who had grown lax in
maintaining their union affiliation
has been an aggressive policy of
“dues inspection.”

DUES PICKETS

A strong union picket-line is
estahlished before the plant gates,
and all workers are required to
show a paid-up union card before
they are permitted to go to work.
If"a worker is unable to show a
unjon card, he is promptly in-
formmed that he cannot enter the
plant until he gets his card show-
ing union membership in goodl
standing.

At the Inland plant there have
been three ‘“dues inspections”
within recent weeks, with as ma-
ny as 3,000 union men on the
picket line to insist that every
worker entering the plant be a
good-standing union member.

AWAKENS THE MEN
Prior to this militant and ag-
zressive method of organization,

with 8,000 workers.,

'CHICAGO, March 17—The organizational drive of the
Steel Workers Organizing Committee (ClO) in the vital Chicago
area has brought remarkable results within the past month.

At the important Little Steel center near here, Indiana Har-
bor, almost YU per cent ol the workers of the Inland Steel plant
are now up-to-date dues-paying union® members. A few weeks
ago, before the present organizing drive got under way, only, 25
per cent of the Inland workers were in good standing in the

The drive has had equal success in the Carnegie Steel plant,

workers in this area had been at
a low ebb. The workers have been
finding it intreasingly difficult to
make/ ends meet bécause of mount-
ing prices, and there had been u
noticeable growth of discontent.
But many of them, instead of
_joinin'g' the union, just grumbled
‘amongst themselves and Mved on
dreams- of the companies sudden-
ly getting big-hearted and volun-
tanly coming through with wage
increases out of their big wqr
profits.

“Dues inspection” has served to
pose unionism before them sharp-
Iy as the way out of their imme-
diate bad conditions. The bold
methods of tlie union have given
the workers confidence in its
power.

As soon as the organization
drive. is. concluded at Inland
Steel, when the union is confident
it will have signed up 100 per
cent of the workers, it will
present a contract for negotiation.
The success of the Chicago area
drive is of extreme importance
to the SWOC naiionally, and hag
aided materially in ranking the
February dues-paying member
ship of the SWOC second only tc
the United Mine Workers unpion

the morale of many of the steel

in the CIO.

yhut By

Brill Plant Is

Strike

SWOC Shows Workers’ Power When Boss
Keeps Stalling On Renewal Of Contract

4

at the local plant-of the J. G.
manufacturer of trolley cars,
March 11,

bribery of a .federal official, led
the drive. He was given $31,456 by
Bethlehem Steel to finance his ef-
forts.

The . workers hung on grimly
in Republic Steel. DBut late in
June, the strikes at Bethlehem
and Youngstown Sheet and Tube
were called off. The strike at the
Republic plants slowly dwindled.
By .October, although the “strike
was not officially .called off, all
but a few thousand workers were
back to work.

But the SWOC was not smash-
‘ed. It continued to live and, after
a while, to grow again. Once
more, throughout Little Stecl, the
workers. are sweeping inlo the
union.

THE SIMPLE LESSON

And this time, the steel worlkers
are bound to win, if U}e‘y have mas-
tered the lesson of the Little
Steel defeat of 1937, the same les-
sen learned by their fathers in
the 1919 strike and their grand-
fatbers back in 1892 in Home-
slead.

The steel workers can  trust
only in their own organized
strength and power. The govern-
ment is a bosses’ government, ‘it
is on the side of the sfeel cor-
porations. To win, the steel work-
ers must bhe prepared for militant
resistance ahd bitter struggle.

The weorkers of I,:ackawamm
have just shown it ecan he done.
The auto workers, {he Minnea-
polis  teamsters, the., West Coast
maritime workers, all have met
the armed thugs of ihe bosses and
governiment and come out victori-
ous.

United in fghting action.,
workers can tear down the open-
shop banner from tho ramparts
of - Liftle $leel. They can make
1341 the year when the union bay-
ner began to fly ‘over - Little

rin the contract . .

ihe]

PHILADELPHIA, March 17-—A strike of the 1500 workers

Brill Company, world’s largest

has halted all operations since
The strike. was called by the Car and Bus Builders
lLocal, No. 1263, of the Steel Workers Organizing Commiltee

(C10), after six weeks of futile
negotiations with the management
for a renewal, plus new conces-
sions, of the old contract, which
expired February 28.

At the beginning of the walk
out a mass picket-line was thrown
about the plant. When 'the com-
pany formally closed the plant al
together, the mass picket-line was
withdrawn and,a skeleton picket-
line was cstabllshed to keep clow
watch. ‘

The company has attempted {9
make a big issue over the fact
that it has three war orders, to-
taling $418,661. Union spokesmen
have pointed out that ouly 75
of the 1500 workers in the plant
have been employed on these con-’
tracts. » S
THE UNION’S DEMANDS
. Michael Harris, SWOC regional
director here, reporting on ihe
union's demands stated: “We
asked a 25 per cent increase in
day rates and a 1b per cent in-
crease in piece rates. We asked
for a union shop, two weeks vaca-
tion with pay for men with five
years seniority, aud one week va
cation for those with less,

“We also asked other changes
. to bring it
in line with contracts alveady
signed with the parent company,
the American Car and Foundry
Co.. at Berwick, Pa.” '

These additions to the contract
include seniqrity rights and im-
proved grievance adjustment pro-
cedure. ) )

It has been apnounced al union
headquarters that negotiations be-
twéen the company and the union
would be renewed tomorrow. Tup
the mee.nlimo. the upion is mak-
ing all preparations for a lonyg
bhailtle if nrocessa.ry. I’rovi,siovl_xs Qe
being made to handle rent prod.
lems, food, medical care, ete. for
the strikers, it was stated at’ strike

‘Steel!

> headqual ters..

verywhere

oC Growing
In Chlcago Area

Dues-Inspection Picket Lines Get Amazmg

s

U.S. STEEL
PARLEY IS
CRUGIAL

Roosevelt Speech
Is Threat Against
Steel Workers

Roosevelt is preparing to in-
tervene on the: side of the steel
bosses if there is a showdown
between the Steel Workers Or-

Big Steel.
Roosevelt’s  explosive  em-
phasis on “steel workers,” dur-

ing the section of his speech
Saturday night calling for labor
“sacrifices” in the war, was ob-
viously directed at the SWOC.

It is an open secret that the
haste of the administratjon in
setting up its new war labor me-
diation board is directed at be-
heading any possible militant ae-
tion on the part of the steel work-
ers. The plan is to break thké' stecl
workers’ morale through longz-

ation.

A SECOND THREAT )

- The declaration of Roosevelt
was coupled with the action on
the same day of Sidney Hillman,
in demonstratively intervening in
the strike 'in Bridgeville, Pa,,
of 400 workers of the Vanadiuni
Corporation. (Vanadium is used
as a hardening substance in mak-
ing steel.) Hillman’s arguments
that six carloads of materiuls
held up by the strike were ham-
pering “national defense” was a
blinid hehind which the adminis-
{ration issued a Llneat to all steel
workers. . M
Philip Murray, by agreeing to
nominate two .CIO men to the me-
diation “board -has-taken:a. step
which may lead the steel workers
down another blind alley paved
with “after the war” promises
and no results now. )

UNION DEMANDS

Last week the Steel Workers
Organizing Committee (CIO) sub-
mitted -nine formal demands to
the United States Steel Corpora-
tion, employing 261,000 workers.
The chief demands are for a 10
~ents an hour pay raise and sole
bargaining rights for the SWQC.
The present contract expires:at
the end 'of this month.

Benjamin TFairless, head of 17.
S. Steel, which is realizing the
highest profits in its history, has
offered the steel workers a miser-
able increase of 215 cents. Aftel;

tiations, Big Steel has chosen the
road of open warfare on steel la-
bor, apparently in the belief that
the union leadership can be bull-
dozed into a poor- settlement.

A Council of War has Dbeen set
up of the heads of the leading
steel corporatiouns, in the guise of
an Iron and Steel Industry De-
fense Committee, with a steering

gene Grace, president of Beth]e-
hem; Tom  Girdler, Chair-
man of Republic Steel; Erncst
Weir, chairman of National Steel;
and E. L. Ryerson Jr., Chairman
of Inland Steel, '

WORKERS WANT ACTION

Meanwhile, the urge to action of
the steel workers is bursting forth
in preliminary strike sknnnshﬂs
at a dozen points.

A strike of 900 Crucible Stetl
workers in the Pittsburgh aren
was just sef{led with adjustinents
in wage rates. The pot continues
to boil in fhe Lackawanna plant
of Bethlehem Stecl, where anolher
sirike is imminen{ unless the com-
pany complies fully with the
agreement reached after the walk-
out ithree weeks agol

1200 SWOC members have heen
out on strike at the arms plant
of the J. G. Brill Company in
Philadelplia. Many “quickic”
strikes have occurred in - the
Youngstown avea in recent weeks
8t Youngstown -Sheet and -Tube
and Republic Sieel.

into .the SWOC by the thousands
in every steel town in the coun-
fry. ; -

Steel labor slauds at-a Tatefnl
erossroad. One path leads to con-
promise, vacillation and 1et1eai
Down the other road that of mill-
tant struggle, lies the only hope

-

ganizing Committee (ClO) and =

drawn out and demoralizing medi- -

months of futile “informal” nego- -

commitlee including Fairless; Fu-

The steel workers are podring -
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By ALBERT PARKER

Tenth Anniversary
of Scottsboro Case

This week marks the tenth anniversary of the
opening of the now almest imgotten Seottshoro
‘case.

We take note of it now, ten ycars after it
began, to send our ‘greelings to the five Doys
still held in the Alabama jails, to point out the
remorseless class hatred of the Southetn Bouxr-
bons who keep them there even though the whole
world knows they are innocent.

Nine Negro boys, most of them still children,
riding on a freight train from Chattanooga into
Alabama, got into a fight with some white boys
of around their own -age and made them leave
the train. When the train pulled into Paint Rock,
Alabama, the train’ was stopped and the Negro
boys picked up. On another car two_white girls,
dressed in men’s clothing, were also discovered,
and taken into custody. They were taken to
Scoettsboro, the county seat, and words began 'tol
spread that the boys had raped them.

In short order, the boys were indieted for
-rape, quickly brought to “trial” and (with the
exception of one child on whose case the jury -
disagreed) sentenced to death. ,

There was nothing unusual in this case, There
have been scores of such cases in the South
about which nothing has been written, which
were passed off as a matter of course, where
Negroes have been murdered to “teach them

_ their place.”

But this case was not passed off. The Com-
munist Party’s International Labor Defense en-
tered it, provided lawyers and opened up a cam-
paign which as it spread and secured support
reached into every single important community
in the country and every country in the world.

Basing itself generally on a class struggle

~ defense, the I.L.D. organized not only the legal
defense, but mass demonstrations arnd meetings

on a national and mterhatlonal seale. .
Finally, one of the twé girls confessed that
they had been irtimidated into telling the rape
story. Because the case had reached sueh wide-
spread proportions, however, the Alabama Bour-
bons determined to brazen it out, to show that
Negroes have no rights in the South and had
better not get any “uppity” ideas in their heads.

What Saved the Boys

It was the mass demonstrations and meet-
ings in hundreds of ¢ities which saved the boys’
lives. Again and again, they were found guiity,
again and again Alabama prepared to take their
lives, but each time the courts, feeling the angry
pressure of millions of white and Negro wdrkels,
tetieated and ordered new trials. .

hen, far away in Moscow,, S‘talm and his

) 'h‘ureaucracy deeided on the policy: of “the people’s

front, collectivé seeurity - and a Frahco-Soviet
Pact.” This was ait order to the Communist. Par-
ties of the democratic imperialist nations such as
France, England and the U.S.A, to try to line
up the boss govérnments for an alliamce with
Stalin. To do this, they were told to support
people like Roogevelt for elections, and in general
to try to “soften” down the class struggle. -

This meant, so far as the Seottsboro Case was
¢oncerned, an- end to the class struggle policies
which had saved the boys up to that point. Early
in 1936 the demonstrations had disappeared, and
a new Scottsboro Defense Committee, hailed by
the - Stalinists, was set up. It turned down the
class struggle program advoeated by the Trot-
skyists and went to work on the case in a way
that would suit the innumerable right reverend
gentlemen on the comrmttee

The Result of the Stalinist Lme

Ozie Powell, one of the boys, goaded by a
sheriff driving from court, scratched back with
a pen knife in self defense. The sheriff stopped
the car, got out and put a bullet through Powell’s
brain, paralyzing him for a long time and almost
killing him. Despite the fact that evéryone knew
Powell had struck back in self-defense, the
Seottsboro Defense Coramittee got him to plead
guilty of assault with intent to kill!l The result
‘wag that the state dropped the rape chauges
against him and sentenced him to 20 years im-
prisonment with no ¢hance, because of the plea
of guilty, of fighting the thing through the
c¢ourts.

This was only one chapter in the story of a
number of disgusting “deals” which weyre made
at the time between the Committee and the Jim
Crow judge handling the case. The whole story

has not yet been told, but enough leaked out to .

show that both the Stalinists and the Nofman
Thomas Socialists had sanctiomed -a deal which
would free some of the boys and keep others in
jail. The deal did not go through exactly as
planned, but four were released, and four besides
Powell were kept in jail under sentences ranging
up to 75 years on the same testimony which the
state disregarded in freeing the other boys, When
the whole truth comes out some time, it will be
seen that these boys were sold down the river.

And meanwhile, nothing is being done by the
Committee that can have any effect on freeing

the remaining five. Attempts to organize com-

mittees in different -cities by Trotskyists and
other workers have been resisted by the Stalin-
ists who point to the “official” committee that
does nothing. No demonstrations are held, little

is even written about the case. Requests for in- .

formation from the committee bring answers
like the following: “The only thing that ean be
done in the Patterson case.ds a request for a par-
don from the Governor.” How? No answer. Who's
to force the pardon? No answer.

And meanwhile, with the defense movement
‘bottled up by a class collaborationist committee,
the remaining five boys continue to rot in jail
and on the chain gang—while the Stalinists, who

have put on a coat of “militancy” since the Stalin- . L
‘|ebrate” the Commune.

Hitler Pact, dare not open their mouths about

what really happened in the.case nor reopén the -
case in a fighting ¢ampaign, because to do so .
‘would be a eonfession of their treacherous pohc-~

“ies these last five years,

“LABOR WITH A WHITE Jﬁa i
CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITS &
1oH A BLAC

Negro Struggle |

1and taste.

' enty days,

‘butchered

lHed the workers to vietory in Oc¢-

“{tory. The Soviet form of the wof-
{fectly on the Commune. Thus to-
{day the heritage of the Commune |
1is firmly bound up with the even
‘¢reater heritage of the Russian

lone is at thie same time the cel-

|py Sociai Democracy. Reformisni
feplaced revolutionary Marxism. |

ITo justify its existence, this par-

The (hplomnm world that

June, 1033, is pictured in his ¢
recendy by his son ahd daughi
{Dodd’s Diary 1933-1938."

Dadd’s description of a d¥

There was a great room for th=
‘accomodation of men’s and wom-

livery, to receive them — expect-
ing tips. Up the mdgniﬁb’ent stair-
way there were pages dressed :in
the gay liveries of Louis XIV's
time. At the wentrance to the re:
seption hall, there were two other
servants to hand out cards indi-
cating dinner companions. P the
reception. room there was a mar:
veloug rug with a4 huge letter N
in the middle to remind one, es-
pecially Germans, of the cohquests
of Napoleon. Dr. Hjalmar Schacht
and Count von Bassewitz were|
compelled to walk over or alound
the famous initial .

“The walls were cove‘x‘ed with
beautiful Gobelin tapestries. The
chairs were of Louis XIV style....
I noticed...also pottraits of French
genetals of the Louis XIV pe-
riod . . .gnd a lavish table with
decorations in the beést of form
There were eight or

en’s wraps, with two servants, in|

Ambassador Dodd Painted A Devastating

By ART PREIS

William E. Dodd entered wlhen

he was appointed United States Ambassador to Germany in

taily personal. Journal published
ter under the title ‘Ambnsmdor

nner at the FFrench embassy in |

Berlin is a good introduction to that world

all standmg at altentlon It sut-
passed the Belalans d)mng h(xll
outfit. :

“We ate for an hour. Nothing
worthh while was said . . . After
we were through, all marched cor
rectly to the ré(‘,ep_t.ion_-room where
everyone stood gossiping in little
groups until 11:45 when the mus-
icians cAime to open a condert . . .
There was nothing else to do, so
we went out as the great party
moved into the music hall. Swuch
was  the show of dewoveratic’)
France. to  autécratic Gmmany”
(our emphams)

A TYPICAL EXAMPLE
OF BOURGEOIS HYPOCRISY .

In one passage, Dodd sums up
the hypocritical character of ca-
pitalist statesmen and diplomacy:

“I went to the Catholic Cathe-
dral near the old Kaiser’s palace
to attend the service in honor of
Pilsudski, who was being buried
n Cracow, Poland, at the same

honor on the’ 11°ht ol the altar..

“Po meé it wm all haif-absurd.
I do not know ‘much J.bOUL Pis-
sullski, except that he was a dic-
tator who put people to death
when they opposed” him. Why so
fmuch religious cereimony when no
one c¢ould have imagined him to
be a Clhiristian?. But there was
Probably 1ot one follower of Jesus
in thé whole congregation. I
wondered how. German Lutherans
{and Catliolics. Wwould honor Hitler,
a professed Calliolic, if he should.
die. He has murdered of causied
“to be murdel‘ed Kuhdyreds of inro-
cent per)pi% Yet: all of us - diplp-
mats” wotld Be called into the
churches to pay. tributd to him as

The - Ammican Btate Depa’it
ment took ho second place in pre-
tentious display, - Tts emissaries
and_ -officials Were, atd are, the’

private gain, ignovant, mereenary

core. Doedd so describes them:

“ ... The further I go in my
study of State Department poli-
cies, the motre evidence there is
that -a cligue of Xkinspeéople con-
nected with certain rich families
are bent upon -exploiting the For-
eign Service for their set, manv

ten servants, in liveries, as pagés,

time . . : Hitler took the seat of

a Christian in ease of his death.”

spolesnién .of huge Wealth and|

and, ruling=lass cohscions to, the|

..|are not even ell informed. Snob-

frery and persenal gratification
are the inain objects with them.”

DeDbD’S DESCRIPTIONS OF
Avn‘aRICAN DIPLOMATS

. Hete are some md§v1dua1 por-
txalts

“The Amierican Minister . in
Vienna, George ICarle, -called at
11 o’clock. He is one of the -rich
men appointed to. foreign posté
wlio know little history of their
OwWn or any other cm‘mtry He
is 1nte111°g~ént bat-he has a - 1{ch
man’s estimate of social values.
For instance, servants, valets, but:
tlerst wete to him a mark of dis-
tinction. - He thought it terrible
that! less than 300 famllles .in
Vienha have as many as three
servants each.

“E'nle thinks Dolifuss was right
in his luthless handling of the
Socialist rebellion in Austria’ dm'
ing the second half of Febr uary.”
Earle is now U S thstel‘ tr
Bulgaria.

“When T accepted this post, 1
stipulated that thére was to Be iic |
complaint if I lived within my
offictal income . "However, §
had not bheen in Berlin long be-
fore 1 received notice that ,_the'
then Counselor, George Gordon,

of them Harvard gra&uates who

was to be recalled and J. C. White]

By JACK

that period, Thiers and Trochuy,

| fear of the reVbiuth’nafy proletanat

On March. i8th, 1871 the P
the capitalist betrayers and took
They established the -Commune;*

|in history. Bismarck, net dasing
| fiery furnace .of Paris, heh’be{d the |

Frehch capitalists to put down. the
Cominune.- Against the working
class, the French and German rul-

The Cominune lasted only 8év-
but the memory of
those days makeés thé heart of ev-
ery militant workér beat faster
she world over. The devation and
gacrifice of the Communards
against  the famous
Wall of the Federal$ by the vile
General Gallifet, were niot in vain.
They had broken the path follow-
ed by the Russian proletariat in

the two defeats, Lenin and Trotsky

tober 1917, less than half a cen-
tury after the imperishable exam-
ple 6f the Commune.

That splendid victory marks.the
greatest turning point in all his-

kers” government was based di-

Revolution. The celebration of the

ebration of the other.

The more or less peaceful dev-
elopment of the capitalist system
after the downfall of the Com-
mune and up to the first World
War, brought a change into the
working class movement. The les-
sons of the Commune were deli-
Berately ignored and covered up

1t took the new experience of the
Russian Revolution itself to revive
the tesgons of the Commune. The
Socidl Democratic revisions of
Marxism were swept away by the]
strong current of the revolution,

DEGENERATE STALINISM
PERVERTS HISTORY

But when the revolutionary
wave subsided, in Russia, the re-|
actionary Stalinist L-ireaucracy us-
urped the power and
itseif = specially privileged caste

asite attempts to falsify Marxism:
g
it violates history- in search of

1some “foundation” and traditions. |
It i fér this putpose that the| |

eravadigger Stalih orders his paid

| Communist Interhatiofial, to “eél-

Why did the Céiniline fail? Tt
tailed becausé the proletanat &16
Thot have a. 1eal§)rbg’ram of 1ts oW,

| The spector of the Commune drove the French General Staff
in the present war to yield Paris to Hitler without a.struggle.

‘ In the War of 1870 Bismarck defeated the French army and

| 1aid siege to Paris. The armed workers of Paris forced the capi-

talist government to hold out. Fimally: the lLaval and Petain-of

ing 'class easily forimed a united
| tront, )

tO¢tober Revolution achieved vie-

1905. Profiting by the lessons of |

1 Commune suffered defeat primar-

| were willing to back up the -other .

constituted |

‘henchian 'Dimitrov, head of tief

WEBER

treacherous]y gave Paris up m

arisian workegs rose up against |

the power into their own hands.
the -first - workers’ government_

to; send hIs i ‘trmaps mw the

prepared to guioe the 1evoiu’tlo‘n

Also because the workers did not
act with the utmost ﬁrmness
against their class enemies. ‘

Out of these vorrect comclusiont
about the Comfune, Dimitrov
tries” to manufacture a justifica
tion for the Stalin régime in Rus-
sia. The ‘al'ticle by Dimitrov in
the Daily Worker says:

“But- the most fundamentaw
wéakness of the Commune was
that it lacked a genuinely work-
ifg ¢lass communist party ... Thé

toty mainly, thanks to-the undi-
vided leadership of ONE party,
the Communist Party. The Paris

ity because it was led by two par-
ties, neither of - which was com-
munist.”

HOW THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION REALLY
HAPPENED _
~The facts of h‘i’s‘tbry (how un-
fortunate for Stalin!) give the lie
to this bureaucratic and totalitar-
ian view: The Bolsheviks Wwere in
a minority in tlhe Soviets when
Lenin and Trotsky demanded-that
the Soviets take the power. They

isional ‘government did the Bol-

fact that no otheér parties are per-

| supersede universal suffrage by

narties, the Mensheviks an'd ‘the
Social ' Revolutionists, if they
would take the power and end
the boungems vmernment

Only as the stluggle developed
between the Soviets-and fhie prov-

sheviks win a majority. The Oe-
tober ins@rrection took place Wwith
the help of another party, fhe
Left Social Revolutionists, - whé
broke aWay :{t a tater period:

1t was only ah aceident of-his-
tory that the Bolshevxks “became
the only party in the dictatorship
of: the proletariat. Why does Stal:
in tiy to raise this accident into
a principle? For one reason only:
to justify His “tetalitarian. grip
on the present regime; to justify
with revoldtiotiary - plirases the

mitted and no democracy exists
n Russia. _
MARX AND LENIN
ON THE COMMUNE

Dimitrov, under orders, forgets
Marx and Lenin., Let us remind
him of thelr remarks .on the de-
mocracy of the Commune.. Marx
says: “On the ether hand, noth-
ing ¢ould be more foreign to the
spirit of the Commune than to

hierarchic investiture.” But that
is precisely what Stalin has done.
He tules as a dictator. Universal
sufftage ‘is the same fraud in
Russia as in Rérmany.

Again, Marx -says: “The very
existence of the Commune invelv-
ed, as a matter of course, local
municipal, liberty, but no longer
as a check upon the now super-
séded state power. It could only|

(339 pages)
Revolution and

in Spain
(202 pages)

books together

’

embodled_m a working class party

| Fascism and Big Businéss
Counter-Revolution

Regul‘ar'pri'ce of thiese two

AP

NOW YOU CAN HAVE BOTH FOR

L

116 UmVe!‘sity Place .

Ry Daniel Guerin

By Felix Morrow

Prussian state” '

The Immortal Parls”‘o'mmun\é

Diplo

Portrait Of T hese Parasite;-

. 1 did not .

was to succeed him . .
realize the purpose of ‘this an-
pointment until some -thenths la-
ter when I learned that White
was -one of the richest men in
the service.

“At the same’ tnne, I le'uned
that Ofme Wilsén was .to come

| with the Whites, and he was re-

-ported alfo to be a vefy wealthy
‘man, This was clearly to supple-
nrent ‘my -want of millions of dol-
dars. Furtherthore, I saw that Jay
Pierrepont Moffat, brother-in-law
of White,;; and Phillips, uncle of
Wilson, both in high position in
te State Department, intended to
have White and Wilson manage
the " Eimbassy.”

DOD,.DIS‘,.P_'I'C'I‘URE OF
THE STATE DEPARTMENT
_ In March, 1934, Dodd returned
for a visit to the United States.
‘One Journal entry during this pe-
tiod is  particularly devastating
1 its deépietion of -the character
of -the ‘State Departmient -person-
nel. oo o,
“In the afternoonl 1 attended a
conferénce of personnel otficers in
the State Department: Moorg,
(now_Counselor of the State De-
partment) Carr, Sumrer Welids
(of Joubtful Cuban fame), Hugh:

acy had a new role to play. The
L.ouis XIV and Victoria style and
times had passed. The nations of
| the world were bankrupt,-includ-
ing our own. It was time to cease

.| grand style~per‘f01_‘mances. I des
cribed Belgian, Italian and French
'dinners of state in Berlin. There |

‘March 18th Was the 70th Annwersary of That Great Upnsmb

efiter into the head of a Bismarck
(as now -into tli¢ head of a Stal-
in!) . . . to ascribe to the Paris

. Comrnune -aspirations after the

‘car.cature of the old French mu-
nicipal organizations of 1791, the
Pruskian mum"ipal constltutlon
‘Which dégrades the town govex n-
mefts 6 mere secondary wheels,
in the police machm\ery of the

’

A briéf” quotation from Tentin |
will sow How hé wis poles apatt
from the mechanical, bureaucratic
idea of unity of the present ruler
of the Kremlin “Although the So-
cialist proletariat was divided into
many sects, the Commune was a
Lrilliant example of the capacity

realization of democratic tasks to
whi¢h the bourgeoisie ¢ould only
ray lip service.”

The Stalinist gravediggers of
the October Révolution celebrate
the Commine — and do not even
dare to ¥peak about its proletar
ian democracy! With good cause.
A NEW ALIBI FOR

STALIN’S BLOOD PURGES
Dimitrov tries to perform an-

| other servi¢e for Stalin. He $ayst

“Se¢condly the workers of Paris
displayed excessive magnanimity
toward their class enemies of
Vergailles and their agents. In-

{stead of adopting extx“aordinary
{ measures to settle aecounts with

its enemies, the Commune permit-

ted reaction to organize its foreet

in the very heéart of Paris.”

Are we wrong to see implied in
this the “Justifying” of the bloody
purges of Cain-Stalin? Thére it
onhly one difficulty with this bra-
zén attempt at finding “tradi-)
tions”: it is precisely Stalin who
has permitted the enemies of the
Russian working class to organize
at the very top of society, in the

| very heart of the corrupt bureaue-
|racy. All the extraordinary GPU

measures have been aimed at the |
best revolutionists, the samie Bol

sheviks who ¢reated thé unity o”
October.  Stalin’s “extraordinary

‘measu‘res” consist in the creatior |

of 4 GPU murder-machine reach

{ing out all ‘over the world to kil
.the enemies not of the workers.
, but of Cain-Stalin.

No, .it is clear to all but the

o In  paper: $1.50
In clpth: $3.00

$1.25 in cloth
50¢ in puper

 New York City

leravediggers of revolution.

doomed and blinded bmeaumats

lthey cannot find ner build any
- working

class traditions. The
Commune is 1ot for their ilk! Ne
parasite has ever been able to sink
réal roots de¢p in the hearts of |
the workers, to flower into noble
traditions for all time. Lénin and
Trotsky have done that, If Stalip
Wmust have a tradition on which |
to base his regime, let him seek
in the proper place, among the
His
nathe will be linked: férever, not
With the October Revelution, nor
[ with its great prededessor the!

| Covhinune, Bt with the Gallitete

of the proletariat to wnite for the|every night . . .

was some amusement.

“I then talked of American staff
offieials who shipped furniture
enough for twenty-room houses
with ofdy two persons in the fam-

had a chauffeur, a porter, a but-

I urged that men shoulé mnot e
allowed to spend more than their
galaries: $4,000 .to $17,900 a vedr.
| Bésides, T uvged the necessity of
havmg ambassa‘d Ovsand asdistants’
Who knew the hlstof‘y and tradi-

‘tions of ‘the countries -to which

they were sent, men whe think of
thelr own countrys interests, not
so much about a differeni suit of
clothes each day or sitting up at
gay but silly dinners and shows

Summer Weller
winced a little: the owner of a
mansgion in  ‘Washington which

outshites the White Heuse in
série respects and 'is about as |
iarge

“There was much tal’( and %ome
émbarrassment, but general agree-
ment that the time had come for
a2 new kind .of service. I was not

| fooled, however, after two hours

of pretended agreement.” (our em-
phasig)”.

On June 30, 1937, Dodd records:
“1 heard from a friend today dis-
trésging news about the new Un-
d'er;secret'ax*y of State, Sumner
Welies. According to the story as
I heard it, six Senators secured
his appointment by threateninZ]|
quietly to vote against Roosevelt's |
Supreme Court reform if he did
not name Welles to the post. Iie
was Ambassador to Cuba eariy in
the Roosevelt regime. His conduet
theve was most embarassing, T
have heard.’ -

“He ha$. one of the Zreatest
houses in Washington, with £if-
teen servarts, and anothet housc
for summer use in Maryland. Ha
prides himself on spending twicc
as much as’ Seeretary Hull and
gives parties hardly matched by
4ny of the Ambassadors in Wash-
ington. I was a little surprised to]
véad a day or two ago in-the press |
‘that Roosevelt had spent a Sun-
day with Welles at his Marylani
mansion. Politics is a strange
~ame, even with a leal man lke
Roosevelt.”.

Strange only to a petty-bour-
zeois history professor like Dodd,
whom  chance placed as a useful
tool in the hands of American im-
petialist diplomacy. As an honest
and betuddled Jeffersonian demo-
crat,
to thé machinations of the State
Departmeént in Nazi
And when he had played his part,
he was summarily withdrawn by
Roosevelt in December, 1937,
died shortly thereafter.

' But Welles, as Under-Secretary
of State, new has the $pecial task
of COnvmcmz the semi- total tarian
and totalitarian’ governments of

o defend “dEMBETATY” Utider (e

Wilson and others weére present. _
11 reported that American diplom-

ily! An asgfstant t6 me in Berlin |

fer, a valet, two cooks and two |-
‘maids.. All for two persons! . ...

Dodd gave a liberal fromt|

Germany. |

He |

Latm America that their job i% ]

Why Connolly
Didn’t Get More
VOtes FOI’ A- i-,- P-

. By JOSEPH HANSEN 3

A number of the workers whom we persuaded
to vote for Eugene Conncily, American Labov
Party candidate in the 17th Congressional dis-
trict special election, have. asked us why (Jonnol-
1y didn’t get more votes.

He received 3,985 votes as compared with: the
5,945 votes received by the ALP candidate in the
same district in the last Cohgressional election..
Connolly’s vote, terms  of percentag’e‘,‘
higher than the ALP vote in. the last elettion—

in other words, the total votes ¢ast were much ! 1
" fewet than fast time—but that eanhot really be |
" taken as consolation for the bald fact that the .

ALP got nearly two thousand fewer votes this
time.

This decline cannot be. explained aWay »as due
to a split in the labor vote. Connolly was, the
only labor candidate in the field. When his ean-
didacy was announced, the Trotskyists w1thd1ew
their candidate, Arthur Burch, and u1ged laboi‘
to wnite behind Connolly. -

The decline ¢anfiot be explained away ass due
to lack of backing on the part of ‘official iabor
organizations.  Powerful trade unions are affil-
iated: with the ALP. The Communist Party sup-
ported Connolly. The voters in the district were
eanvassed by the.ALP and by the Trotskywta.
‘A number of mass rallles were held ln the dis=
triet.

Nér ean the dechr\e in th’e vote be explained
away as due to the character of the distriet, the
“silk stocking” area, the relatively smaller per-
centage of workers in comparison with other dis-.
triets in New York. There is a Negro section in
the district, the Transport Workers have their.
headquarters here, and some of the working class
sections which finger into the richer areas .are
the home of numbers of New York’s. most milin;
tant workers, ’

The decline can be explamed ohly as meéasura,
ing the bankruptey of ‘pacifism. Connolly cam-
paigned merely on the basis of negative oppOS1-
tion to the lend lease bill. He did not offer a real
alternative to the war plans of the Slxty Fam-
ilies.

When election day came, Connolly remained
with, nothing dut a vacuum as a platform, for
the lend lease bill had already been passed by
Congress and Roosevelt was that day afﬁxmg the-
signature that would make it law. 1

“The workers ¢ould not help feeling that Con-u
nolly’s program had ended in zero. What was' the ”
use of voting’ agamst a bhill alf’eady made into

. lhw"

An g@eprer&dent labor party with a mlhtant

' mlhtary program—that is the only answer to thg -

@rlve of the ruling class toward war. If Connolly,

"had campaigned for military training for the
. workers at goveinment expense but under the,

contrel of the trade unions, the story in the 17th
Congressional district would undoubtedly have
been far different from what it actually was.
The election returns in the 17th Congressional
distriet show that it is time to bury pac1ﬁ8m'
onice and for all.

The participation of the Trotskyists in this

“campaign was criticized by everyone except the

workers in the 17th Congressional district. Their .
reaction as sampled by canvassers of our party’
was very favorable. Among the Stalinists, the
reaction was varied. One of the sub-leaders ¢har-"
acterizéd our support of Connolly as & .‘“more:
subtle form of sabotage.” Connolly hiniself"
¢laimed he didri’t know the Trotskyists. The rank:
and filers of the CP were uniformly -favérably .
impressed. Some wondered how we could “bes
come proghressive.” Others wondered if the Tirot-
skyists had not been “painted worse” than they.
actually are. The increased recéptivity of rank,
and file Stalinists to distribution-of The Militant,
since the campdign began is highly significant.
Notman Thomas and his circle of pious souls;
held up their hands in holy horrer at our,
“morals.” The Social Democrats sneered cynical-.
ly as they pounded the drum for war-monger.
Alfange, the Democratic eandidate. Shachtman,
who heads one of the groups in the d1s1ntegrat-
ing Workers Party, thiew a cabbage from his
garden of theory in ou¥ direction. Shaclitman-
felt that support of the ALP c¢onstituted a“
“united front” of “opportunist” character. He did
not make clear whether he supported Alfange
or Baldwin -or simply stood aside during thie elec«
tion like Norman Thomas, preserving what polits;
ical virginity still remains in-his party. :
The bourgeois press was likewise scandalized:
at our urging labor to support Connolly and,
cooked up sensationalist articles on our “for--
g"ettmg ‘the assassmatlon of ',T‘rotskyr o £

Our campaxg’n for  Connolly, however, sued
ceeded in spreading farther the understanding:
that his pacifist program is utterly  bankvupt.
Otr campaign pave a coherete demonsiration
as to how thé workers must unite behind labor
candidates in opposition to the bosses. Our cam-:
paign was a step toward the building of an in<
dependent labor party with a militant program:
offefing a real alternative to the war drive of the
Sixty Families.

‘Stakhanovism® in the Soviet Union has been so
thoroughly exposed as a vicious speed up ‘systern’
imposed on the WO)"kEl"S by Stalin that,even the
most devout Stalinists are beginning to wonder
about it.

At a recent meeting of the Younb Commumst
League where Gil Green was the main speafker;‘
a rank and filer-passed up a written questiof to:
“the rostrum: “What is the difference between the
speeéd up and ‘Stakhanovisim ?”

Greent answered as follows: “The speed up . 18
incréaked exploitation 01’ the workers under the
capitalist systeri. Stakhan’omsm in “the Somt

20d the Hitlers, the. hangmen -of | dlre*éhf)n df Ameﬂéan 1mpé11a1- Union i€ a method of teaching the Wolkers mw ;
t_)he reyol_utlon! , ism. - e to use machmes i ; e
L B .;.c-.-';.t ‘.-i&;’vh =51 e e = e N L R S Y S S R e .‘i%&&‘é"’-vv b

wag




[ e

T ST

Sl o = i G 4

PEEEEIT T

,

G s i

[rue. MILITANT

) .  ®

f.H.é- MILI T""‘A_ NT

~ MARCH 22, 1941 -

 VOL. V—No. 12 Saturday, March 22, 1941

‘Pubdlished Weekly by -

THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASS’'N
at 116 University Place. New York, N, Y,
Telenhone: Algonquin  1-8547

) Editorial Board:
FELIX MORROW - ALBERT GOLDMAN

Business Muanager:
RUTH JEFFREY

Subacriptions: $2.00 per year; $1.00 for six montha

| Worelgn: $3.00 per year, $1.50 for six montha. Bundle
orders: {8 cents per copy in the United States; 4 oenta

i por copy in all foreign countries. Single copies: 6 cents.

L'

#Reentered as second class matter February 13, 1841
 at the post office at New York, N. Y., under the Act of
March 3, 1879." .

FIGHT WITH THE
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT

Fo or:r

1. Military training of workers, financed by the gov-
ernment, under control of the trade unions.

2. The establishment of special officers’ training
camps, financed by the government and controiled
by the trade unions, to train workers to become

. -officers. Coe /

8. Confiscation of all war profits—all company books
" to be open for trade union mspectlon. -

4. Expropriation of all war industries and their

- ' operation under workers’ control.

5. Trade union wages for all workers drafted mto the
army.

Down with Jim Crowism,

7. An end to secret diplomacy.. , .'
- 8."A peoples’ referendum on any and all wars,

AT HOME:

N
‘

For: . o

1. A job and decent vliving for every worker.

2. 'l‘hlrty-thlrty——$30 weekly mlmmum wage—30
- hour weekly maximum for all' workers on all jobs:

3. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.

4, Full social, political and economic equality for the
Negro people. :

5. Workers Defense Guards,ag:finst vigilante and
fascist attacks. |

.. 6. A twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and

housing program to provide jobs for the unem-
ployed.
7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade .

Umons
9. A Workers and Farmers Government

The ‘Mediation Board
And Phillip Murray

“Louis Stark, labor news correspondent of the
New York Times, reported on March 17 that Phil-
lip Murray has agreed to recognize Roosevelt's

new war labor med1atron board by naming two

ClO representatives to it.

. ‘This is shocking news to the CIO workers and,
in particular, 1o the workers of the U.S. Steel Cor-
poratlon members of the Steel Workers Organiz-
ing Committee which Murray heads, and against
‘whom, as Stark plainly states, the intervention of
‘this board will be most immediately directed.

. Stark’s disclosure is undoubtedly correct. Mur-
ray has not denied it.

That Murray has struck a damagmg blow at
the interests of organized labor. and has bowed to
“the will of the big industrialists in this instance is
proved most conclumely by his own indictment
of this board but one week prior to his capitula-
tion to the government and employer pressure.

In the CIO News of March 10, Murray had
listed five principal objections to the board, which
is to be composed of four corporation men, four
union men and three representatives of the “pub-
lic” named by Roosevelt,

Murray had declared that such a board ‘will

‘necessarily find its attention directed against labor
in order to maintain the status quo as much as
possible,” and will seek to prevent “wage increases

-or 1mprovemenl of working conditions of labor.”
It would also “bfing terrific pressure to bear on
labor to agree to arbitration in practically all sit-
uations” and would inevitably pave the way for
compulsory arbitration.

The pressure of this board, Murray had as-
serted further, would be directed against the oper-
ation of the Wagner Act, the Wages and Hours
‘Act .and the Walsh-Ilealey Act and through the
operations of its policy-making powers it would
operate . by decree to abrogate protective labor
laws.

Through these same powers, this board, Mur-
ray had continued, would strip the National Labor
Relations Board of its power to require employers
to bargam collectively under the Wagner Act and
would leave the NLRB an agency conlmcd en-
tirely 1o avoiding labor disputes.”

And finally, Murray had made clear that this
board is, and can be, only a bosses’ board by its
very composition. Who would beg the three rep-
resentatives of the “public” holding the balance
of power on such a board? Murray correctly
wrote:

“It has been the experience of labor that rep-
resentatjves from the public are ubually taken from

the ranks of retired business men.”  +

. 6. Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces— _

In the light of hlS -owi’ md1sputable words, 'v

-
how can-Murray justify his actions in giving sup-
port to this bosses” set-up?

Has the nature, composition and intent of thls
board changed within seven days? Not a bit of it!
And Murray knows this as well as anyone.

Will the presence of two CIO men serve to les-
sen-the anti-labor direction of this board? On the
contrary, their presence will serve to elevate in
the eyes of workers the prestige of the board. They
will help to lend the board a cloak of “impartial-

_ity.” They will be tools and captives of the board,

acting in the name of organized labor and assist-
ing the employers in smothering the rights and

‘activities of union men.

" Yet, Murray, knowing all this, has lent his
name, and the name of the great body of union
labor he represents, to this infamous anti-labor,
governmental strike-breaking agency.’

“Mr. Murray,”
to have found the President determined to name
a labor mediation defense body. He bowed to the
inevitable and promised to have the CJO names
at the White House shortly.”

“He bowed to the inevitable”! Is it inevitable
that American labor must bow to the dictates of
the open-shop corporations? Is it inevitable that
the wprkers must submit to wage-cuts, higher

.prices, longer hours, speedup, while the bosses rake

in titanic war profits?

If he thinks it inevitable, what is Mutray doing
in the trade union movement? And as its top lead-
er!

The workers don’t think they must “bow to the
inevitable” and thrust forth their wrists to be

 manacled by the employing class. ‘At this ~very

moment, on a score of picket lines. throughout the
country, the workers are putting up a stern and
militant resistance -to the “inevitable.”

What s inevitable, is that union leaders of
Murray’s persuasion are bound to collapse under
the pressure of the bosses and their government.
Murray ‘has practiced and preached collaboradtion
between the owning class and the workers through-
out his union career. He believes he can “recon-
cile” capital and labor, and has always sought to
come to amicable terms with the employers.

The war has brought the conflict between
capital and labor to a sharper cleavage. It has left
less and less room for “reconciliation” and “give-
and-take.”

Murray refuses to acknowledge that there is no
middle read down which labor and capital can
travel arm in arm. Incapable of persuading the
capitalists to a more yielding attitude -toward
labor, unwilling to take a step which might ex-
plode his dreams of “reconciliation,” Murray must
give in to the will of labor’s enenties.

Now the workers must exeft a greater and op-
posite pressure on Murray than that of the em-
ployers. They must demand that he turn back from
the path down which he seeks to lead them, turn,
back while there is still time. For Murray's pre-
sent road leads inevitably to one end, the total an-
nihilation of the labor movement.

Concentration Camps

Attorney General Jackson, in a letter to the
House Judiciary Committee last™ Saturday, pro-
posed the establishment of the counterpart of the
German concentration camps for this country.

It is true that Jackson advocated confinement
“only” for aliens now subject to deportation. Over
6,000 such non-citizens cannot be deported, either
because their native countries refuse to accept them
-or because there are no open shipping lanes. .

“For criminal classes of deportees confinement

. is the only*alternative | can suggest,” declared
Jackson.

In other words, any non-citizen whom the boss
government sees fit to tag with the label of “crim-
inal” may be “confined” indefinitely.

Who ar¢é “criminal” aliens? . Jackson indicated

that, so far as he is concerned, they include those
who disagree with the present form of government

in this country, that is, they are opponents of cap- -

italism.

Hitler too maintains ‘his concentration camps
avowedly only for “enemies of the Reich,” “crim-
inal aliens,” “agents of Bolshevism,”—i.e., polit-
ical oppdnents of the German capitalist regime.

Jackson’s proposals are endorsed in the New
York Times, March 17, in an editorial which says:

“The Attorney General especmlly asks that
Congress redefine the ambiguous terms of the law
applymg to membership in the German-American
Bund, the Communist party and similar organ-
igations. He believes such affiliation on the pirt
of an alien should be cause initself for deportation
or confinement and should be so stated in the law.
Public opinion, aroused by some attempts to block
production in our )’actories seems to be movjng
steadily in that direction.” (Our emplmsns)

What does this pomled reference to “attempts
to block production in our factories” mean? Noth-
ing less than that foreign-born workers who par-
ticipate in strikes or other forms of labor struggle
are to be classed and confined as “‘criminal aliens,”
in exactly the same sense as llitler employs the
terms.

But that is not the whole meaning of the state-
ments of the Attomey General and- the Tumes.
Their definition of “criminal,” which they apply
to foreign-born workers today, paves the way for
applying the same definition to all mlllldllt worl¢-
ers and unionists tomorrow.

Thus, 'in the defense of “democracy” ‘against
Nazism, American capitalism is preparing to in-
troduce the infamous conéentration camps of Hit-
ler into the United States, and doing it; like Hit-
ler, against militant workers who are labelled
“enemies of the state,” ‘“criminal aliens,” and
“‘agents of Bolshevism.” ’ :

e et

writes Louis Stark, “was said :

Nataha Trotsky Calls
F or Tnal Oof Assassm

Profests Against Latésl' Moves To Avoid Trial of Siqueiros, -
Murderer of Robert Sheldon Harte, Trotsky’s Secretary

in the name of Natalia Trotsky
paro,” or- protection, granted Da
Gonzalez Bustamante a week ago.

tack which he orgamzed against
1940,
The Judge granted. Sjqueircs

decreeing formal prison for the
GPU agent. If this decision were
allow‘ed to stand, only the charge
of homijcide for the murder (of
Sheldon Harte, Trotsky’s secre-
tary- guard) would stand between

| their ‘arms with psﬁhologwal in-

| ried on their shoulders the first

Siqueiros and freedom on bail
No doubt -a petition for “ampa-
ro” against trial for this crime
would follow a successful attempt
to eliminate . the other charges. '

“PSYCHOLOGICAL” BULLETS
The, absurdity of the decision
by Judge»Gonzales Bustamante is
illustrdted when the judge, accépt-
ing Siqueiros’ contention that he
did not wish to kill anybody, ar-
gues that the gang merely “fired

tent”! As is pointed- out in Com-
rade Natalia’s petltlon for revi-
‘sion, ot only the walls of the
bedroom . were riddled - with ma-
chine gun bullets - but also the
beds in which the attackers
thought Trotsky and his wife to
be sleeping. Trotsky’s grandson
was wounded in the foot — for.
“psychological” purpose also? And
Sheldon Harte; was he’ murdered
for like reasons?

Legally the F‘ede) al District At-
Jtorney is duty ‘bound by law to

By WALTER ROURKE ) s
MEXICO CITY, March 15—A request was presented today

ros stands accused of a list of crimes in connection with the at-

charges of using firearms, usurpation of functions (of police),
criminal association, and attempted homicide, stating that Judge
| Carranca Trujillo erred in accepting these charges as a basis for

Natalia® Herself, has been forced

|a. member of the Supreme Court,

asking a revision of the “am-
vid Alfaro Siqueiros by Judge
It will be recalled that Siquei-
the Trotsky house on May 24,

plotectlon against trial on the

Yamparo.” However, he refuses to
intervene, giving as an excuse that
he is obeying ‘orders from su-
periors.” However, as a writer in
El Universal says, no superior can
order his subordinate tg disobey
the law by neglecting to do what
is clearly stated to be. his duty.

It is because of his refusal to
prosecuté the case that Comrade

to intervene and ask the Supreme
Court to revise the utterly un-
Justiﬁed absurd — and sus‘pwwus
— decision.

SEEK JACSON’S RELEASE .
Meanwhile Stalin’s GPU is also
developing its campaign to free
Trotsky'’s murderer, Jacson.
“From usually well-informed
sources” the report -is published
that the brother of Siqueiros, Je-
sus A. Siqueiros, offered 20,000
pesos to Franco Carreno to de-
fend Jaéson.,(Slqueiros, of course,
insists that he knows nothing
about Jacson and that there is no
Since Mr. Carreng was appointed
he could not accept the case and
passed "it on to Medellin Ostos,
who is now Jacson’s lawyer.

gestures;

‘be much easier.

connection between their crimes). |

an hour and a half con-
ference with his lawyer. The
following day the opening
gun-was fired in his fight for free-
dom. An article in Ultimas Noti-|
cias annoynces that it seems as
though Jacson is going crazy. He
makes strange ~movements and
he talks to himself —
usually in English; worse still,
he sometimes talks to objects in
his cell. In other words, Jacson
is putting on a good act in an ef-
fort to be transferred to an in-
sane asylufn where escape should
The professional
assassin who patiently prepared
for two or three years to' kill
Leon Trotsky, is preparing his
own escape with similar patience.

ABUNDANT GPU MONEY

the way is not lacking. Jesus Si-
queiros offered twenty thousand
pesos for a lawyetr! Siqueiros.can-
not say that this sum a}so ‘was
raised through sale of his.paint-
ings — the means by which He
pretends to have paid the exp®nses
of the May machine-gun attack
by a Scove of gangsters, G P U
agents have better sources of
funds, for although Stalin may
have to ‘resort to inflation at
home, his agents . abroad have
cold cash and plenty of it to carry
out their terrorist assignments

and to bribe their way out of
punishment. Ten or twenty times
20,000 pesos is available and is
being used here.in Mexico in these
moves to free Siqueiros and Jacson.

| seek a revision ol:‘ the decision of

Last Wednesday Jacson had

Stalin does not want his avents
in Jarl — at least in jails other
than his own. . A

Some Amazing Frgures
xpose Stalm S Rule

for Stalin’s latest “triumphs”?
Most of the delegates were
cent of those present”, boasted
|'Moscow, “are under 85 years of
age, 42.8 per cent are under 40
- | and only 8 delegates are over 50”
(Daily Worker, February 21).
" “Only 8 delegates are over 50!”
Only 8 delegates out of 500 pre-
|sent at Stalin’s conference were
actually old .enough to have par-
ticipated in any leading or sec-
ondary capacity in the October re-
volution .which occurred 24 years
ago, in October 1917. Almost. one-
half of the delegates-at the con-
ference, or 47.8 per cent, were un-
der sixteen in 1917. More than one
third, or 35 per cent, were chil-
dren under eleven: i the year
1917 and therefore -could ' have
played no part whatever either
in the October insurrection or in
the period of the Civil War. s
“Five per cent of all the dele-
gales present joined the Commun-
ist Party prior to 1917 and 15 per
cent joined prior to 1823.” (Daily
Worker, February 21)..
Only 15 per cent of the delegates
joined the party prior to 1923!
That is to say, 85 per cent — Lhe
overwhelming ndajori_ty ~~ hecame
members only after the revolution
only after the Civil War, only
after Lenin’s death. Such are Stal
in’s own vital statistics relating
to the Bighteenth Pdlt) Confer-
ence.

| WHAT THESH FIGURES
MEAN IS CLEAR

The terrible meaning of these
sfatistics is clear enouglh: Of Le
nin’s comrades-in-arms, not a sin-
gle one has remained to figure
even as a delegale. Stalin has com-
pletely desiroyed the entire gemer
ation of revolutionists’ who to-
gethér with Lenin built the Bol-
shevik party; who logether with
Lenin made the revolulion. If
only eight of the delegates were
tover fifty,” it means that in ad-
dition to destroying the oldest
generation of revolutionists, Stal-
in has also seunt to their graves
the next. géneration, that is, those
who were old enough to have par-
tigipated in the Civil War; thoge
who helped !dlbe Stalin to power
after Lenin dled those, who car-

: By JOHN G. WRIGHT
At the Elghteenth Party Conference, held in Moscow a few
weeks. ago, the Communist Party of the Soviet Union was in ef-
fect divested of its former leading role in the life of the country.
Who attended. this Conference? Who voted unammously

very young. “More than 35 per

and Second Five Year Plans. That
is how Stalin ha‘s/“stabilized” his
regime,

More than one-third of the del-
egates at this Conference were ap-
pointed by 125 City Committees,
30 Party organizations in rail-
ways, and 27 party organizations
in the ports, sea and river fleets.
These 182 bodies, in their turn,
represent but a small minority
even of the top committees of the
party. Aecording to Stalin's own
report to- the Eight‘eentlr Party
Congress, in° March 1939, the sys-
tem of leading party bodies em-
braces.the following:

336 . City District Committees.
Of these 682 top committees,
then, only 182 were deemed suf-

This means that Stalin cannot
find voluntary support evenamong
the generatlon/ of party function-
aries who have no other traditions
and who know of no other regime
than that of Stalinism.

THE STALIN SCHOOL
OF “STATISTICS”

To cover up the bankruptey of
its regime in its own party, the
Kremlin resorts to the game dev-
ice with which it {ries to cover
up its economic bankraptey, nam-
ely, inflated stalistics. To believe
Moscow, the Russian party is now
growing at an unprecedented
speed. To show figures of growth.
par/t:y members and parly- candi-
dates are now lumped together.
“It is mot without significance,”
véeads the latest dispatch from
Moscow, *“that the Party . .. Is on
the way of doubling its member-
ship: the 2,477.66 members and
candidates which the party bad
two years ago has increased ta
3,876,885 (Daily Worker, March
11). !
Soviet Russia
far

Today goes 80
as 'to brazenly declare that

the d(‘levdtcs at the E lghtecnth
Party Conference “represeutoq 3.-
876,885 Party members.”

But what do ‘these boasts .of
Stalin really prove? Stalin’s own
figures show that sirice June, 1940,
ihat is, in the last eight months,
Lie has purged not less than one-
third of a million party members
and candidates. Here is the proof:

According to an official state-
ment, 605,627 members and-1,127,-
802 candidates, or a total of 1,
733,429 mew members and candi-
dates were admitted into the Par-
ty from April 1, 1939, to June 1,
1940, (Pravda, July 29, 1940). But,
as Stalin now reveals;, on April 1,
1939 there were 2,477,666 mem-
bers and candidates on the party
rolls. Therefore in June, 1940 the
total party membership was 4,211,-
095 (2,477,666 plus 1,733,429). Yet
in February 1941, there were only
3,876,885 members and candidates
on the rolls.: If we now substract
the number on the rolls in Fébru-

30 Area Committees :ll;y’b-j?“ (3’576’885)‘ from ‘the.
104 Regional Committees 19:3 lzi?ot e rolls in June,
213 City Committees (4.211,095), we shall obtain

the number admittedly purged in
the last eight months, namely —
334,210. The real number of those

ficiently trustworthy to be, given purged s unquestionably far
. i, larger. '
represeutation at the Confer-

ence. * Stalin bas been 1educmg the

‘| specific ‘weight of the party by
flooding its ranks. At the same
time, this influx of raw element§
is utilized to cover up the mons-
trous proportions of the latest
blood-purge. Stalin’s bureaucratic
apparatus of domination has
crumbled beyond repair.

Army Rejections
Show Physical
Toll of Depression

The physical toll of poverly and
unemployment is far gredter than
the people of this nation ever sup-
posed. All this is being revealed
now in the draft. Nearly one out
of ‘every two young men, or 44%,
is the proporiion of.those reJected
as physwd._lly or moutally unfit

Rowntree, chief of the medical
division of the Selective Service
Sy;tem, announced last week.
That system that can’t even keep
its slaves in -good - enough phys-
ical condition to be drafied to
defend it in war is rolien to the
cote and ready for the . serap

Where
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

The necessary money to. easegp

for general military service, Col.|

(March,

1841). -

| heap,

James Maxton, leader of the Independent Labor
Party of Great Britain, is satisfied with himself. He
and his party have made the proper move and now, he
says; it is up to the German workers to make. their
move,

It is incredible that he should say it, but the facts
are before us. In a speech which Maxton made at a
meeting in Glasgow, Scotland, he said (the quotation
is from the Feb. 16 Glasgow Forward, a paper close
to Maxton):

“I think that the move lies now with the Ger-
man people rather than the people of Great Brit- ‘
ain. I think that it is up to the German people
now to make some indication that the world can
see or hear that they are not all the mere tools
of the fascist regime...we have made our sign
in this country . .And 1 am asking the German
people now to give some response.

Y“If they can give us an indication that. they
" are ready to make their protest against German
" imperialism, we can go on to give further signs
of our antagonism to British imperialism.”.
Maxton evidently considers the whole anti-war

effort some kind of a game.. We first give some sign
of opposition; then we must wait until the German

workers respond. And if they don’t respond what

shall we do then, keep qulet and .blame it on the Ger-
man workers?

“The main enemy is at home”—not in the sense
that we want our capitalist class beaten by the capi-
talist class of another country, but that we must con-
centrate all our efforts all of the time to organize

. the working masses to take power away from: the

capitalist class of their own country. If the English
workers succeed 'in establishing their own govern-
ment the -German workers will really be incited to
revolt against Hitler.

x & L

Shachtman’s Latest Critique

The value of a stupid criticism lies in the fact

that, at times,, it offers on an oppertunity to clarify -
an idea. Thus Shachtman’s article on the “Cannonites
and the United Front” presents me with a chance to
-explain the différence between the united front tactic
and the tactic of supporting a candidate of another
political party. Shachtman’s article has abbolutely no
other value.

The difference between a revolutionary Marxist

" and a2 reformist party is tremendous, but since both

parties have a working class basey it is possible, and
from the point of view of the interests of the working
class it is- highly desirable, for the two parties to ‘get
together in the day-to-day struggle on particular
issues against the capitalist “class. The united ‘front
as a tacti¢ has real value if'the parties making a
united f{'opj: have: 1a,rge mass following. Nevertheless

the tactic'is: possl‘l)le of apphcatlon ot st stale, T

particularly for defense purposes and in the struggle
against. reactionaries in trade unions.

Befoie the united front tactic is actually applied .
there must be negotlatlons between the parties -or
groups involved in.the united front and there must
be agreement as to the program of the united front
and the methods of fighting for the program.

Generally speaking, to achieve a united front be-
tween a revolutionary and a reformist organization
for election purposés is the most difficult and there-
fore not very many united fronts of such a nature
can be expected. For the sirr'lple reason that a revolu-
tionary party in an election campaign is under an
obligation: to educate the workers.in the program of
the party. and it is therefore necessary for such a
party to conduct its own campaign.

But' the necessity for a revolutionary party to pre-
sent its basic program in an ecleetion campaign does
not at all interfere with the tactic of giving critical
support .to another working-class party. Whereas in -
the united front there is the necessity of arrlvmg at
an agreenient for immediate objectives, there is no
such necessity in case of the tactic of offering critical
support

For instance, if we should want to organize a
united demonstration with’ the Stalinists, to demand
“the .release of Browder, it would be necessary to
.negotiate and come to some agreement on time, place,
speakers, leaflets, etc. But if an offer on our part to
the Stalmlsts for such a wunited front would be re-
fused, .as it certainly would, then we might decide to
suppo'rt critically any demonstratlon organized by the
Stalinists. Ini the latter case there would be no united
front and our action would not at all depend upon
the willingness -or unwillingness of the Stalinists to
permit us to support their demonstration.

One feels a trifle embarrassed to speak-about such
a simple subject, but when Shachtman mixes up with
the united front tactic our tactic of giving critical
support to the ALP, it is necessary to descend to the
ABC’s. One-can afgue against the use of the united
front tactic in a particular case; one can argue
against the policy of offering critical support to any
other working'-class party at a particular time. But

“one must understand the difference between these two
tactics. N

Shachtman did not atl,empt in his article to enter
into a discussion on the merits of the policy of giving
critical support to the ALP at this pdrticular time
and under the particular circumstances. Anxious to
offer some adverse criticism he simply mentions two
points that are entirely insignificant and have no real
bearing on the question. '

The argument that he devotes most space to is
the contention that we concealed the Stalinist char-
acter of the ALP. That, he tries to show, is an in-
dication that we are opportunists and defenders of the
Stalinists: Unfortunately for Shachtman my article
explaining the reasons for our adopting the policy of
giving eritical support to the ALP appeared in the
issue of THE MILITANT before. his criticism ap-
peéared. There could be no question that my article
was wrltten before reading Shachtman’s criticism.
And my article clearly mentioned the fact that the *
ALP 'was Stdlinist in character and explained how
that factor was taken’ into consrduatlon in determ-
mmg our attitude.

‘We ‘can inform -Shachtman that 1udg1ug by one.

,faot, alone-—obtaining valuable contacts through our

»campalgn—the corfectness of our pohcy has Dbeen
amply conﬁlmed
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