_American Telegraph and Telephone, $528 per employe; U. S.

__fense..of-the United States.

Time to Kick Out
Woar Profiteers!

An Editorial .

During his anti-labor speech on Army Day last Saturday,
OPM Director Knudsen mentioned two true facts which every
worker should know and understand.

1. “We are all in the Army now. .. The technical progress
of making war,” said Mr. Knudsen, “bas advanced to such a stage
that ONE MAN in the feld requires the backing of TLN MEN
at bome.”

' That means that ten out of eleven men in the
“national defense” forces are working under the dic-
tates of Eugene Grace, Henry Ford, Max W. Babb of
Allis-Chalmexs and others of the same stripe.

It means that “national defense” is at the mercy
of the Fords and the Graces, men addicted to the
most autocratic rule—except as their arbitrary power
is limited by the successful growth of the trade
unions in their factories.

And for what do the Graces and Fords use their power? Tc
wring the maximum amount of blood-meney out of creating in-
struments of death. From the first trickle of war orders in 1940,
230 corporations increased their “earnings” for that year 70.77
per cent over 1939, the April 6 New York Times reports. The
twelve leading steel companies in 1940 more than doubled the
profits they had made in 1939. Aviation companies tripled,
quadrupled and quintupled their previous profits. What these
war profits of 1940 mean was demonstrated recently by a CIO
analysis: ‘General Motors netted a profit of $977 per employe;

Steel, $420 per employe; DuPont, $2,200 per employe; General
Electrlc $826 per employe; btandard Oil of New Jersey, $2,000
per employe.

By their autocratic rule over ten out of eleven
men in the “national defense” forces, the Graces and
Fords really control the destiny of the nation and dic-
tate whether we shall live or die. It is to their interest
that there be war booms and wars. Out of our mangl-
ed bodies they coin new and greater profits.

2. “During the last seven months,” said Mr. Knudsen, “we
bave actually started and more than 60 per cent completed new
Jactories at a cost of over two billion dollars, of which a billion
dollars and a half was furnished by the government and the bal-
ance privately financed.”

That means that the government paid 75 per
cent of the cost of expanding the empires of the
Graces and Fords. They get not only war profits but
also new factories for nothing!

After all this Mr. Knudsen, in attacking strikes, has the
gall to say: “I am getting all out of patience with all this talk
about money. This is no time to ask for quotations on the de-
. This job can’t be. handled with
money. It must be handled with our hearts.” That $977 per em-
ploye that Knudsen’s General Motors netted in profits in 1940
was just incidental to a labor of love!

Yes, after all this the Knudsens and Stimsons and the rest
of the bosses and their political agents in Washington, have the
effrontery to propose to “settle” strikes by cracking down on
the unions. None of these gentlemen even breathe a suggestlon of
cracking down on the Graces and Fords.

Secretary of War Stimson, Senator Connally and others
have proposed -what they call “the government taking over”
struck plants like Allis-Chalmers. In reality they are proposing
aothing but a strikebreaking scheme. The war profiteers wouldn’t
suffer a bit, The government would pay the bosses handsomely
for the use of their plants, expand the plants at government ex-
pense and eventually turn them back to their owners. The work-
ers, on the other hand, are not only not promised a settlement or
recognition of their union when the government takes over, but
Qecrehny Stimson and Senator (‘onna]ly don’t even promise to
reinstate the workers in their jobs!

But, as John L. Lewis has put it: “The time is not here yet,
and methinks it will not come in America, when an act of Con-
gress may be passed that will make indentured servants out of
45,000,000 American workers.” Law or no law, the workers will
strike against bosses who are renamed “government representa-
tives” just as they strike against the uncamouflaged bosses.

In full confidence we say to the bosses and their political
agents: You cannot fool or scare the workers. You cannot use the
smokescreen of “national defense” to cover up the war profiteers.
You can’t hide from the workers the fact that “national defense”
is being used by Big Business to make billionaires out of million-
aires and to try to crush the trade unions.

Do you really want to leave money out of it, as
Knudsen pretends? Do you really want uninterrupt-
ed production?

Then let the government take away the war in-
dustries from the Henry Fords, Eugene Graces and
Max Babbs, but let the workers take full charge of
the expropriated plants.

Democratically-elected factory committees, will run those
plants as they should be run. Out of the workers, freed from the
dead hand of the oppressive bosses, will come treative energies
such as this continent has never seen.

There are more than enough specialists, sincerely devoted
to the people, to serve as consultants to these factory commit-
tees. The best of the accountants, statisticians, engineers, scient-
ists, would prefer to work under such factory committees rather
than to serve the brutal and ignorant bosses who have hitherto
bought their brains. For the workers, having no interest in profits
and« throttling new inventions, will really give free scope to
science and technique, which have been thwarted by the crises
and profit-seeking of the capitalist system.

"With magnificent courage the workers have stood by their
demands and backed them up with heroic strikes. Now it is
necessary, while continuing these strikes, to do more: to give a
positive answer to the Ql’]’ii\f}hl&dl\ln“ threats of the bosses and
their political. agents. An answer which will show the workers
arc not only defenders of their rights but the rightful leaders of
the nation. An answer which will not only guarantee uninter-
rupted production, but which will take away from the Graces
and Fords the control of the country’s war production

Expropriate the war indusiries and operate
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On The War F ronts

Hitler Forced To
Open New Front

Balkan Campaign May Cost Hitler Dearly;
Stalin Will Not Fight For Jugoslay Ally -

European nations,

Nazi army and to become in effect
provinces of the Nazi Reich.

The lively nationalist traditions
of the Serbian officer caste and
middle class and the warrior tra-
ditions of the Montenegran peas-
antry proved fertile soil for Brit-
ish encouragement, The decision
was taken to resist.

If Hitler can complete the Bal-
kan campaign in a matter of

.weeks with a minimum of cost

to his military machine and a

‘minimum, of..disruption, Min the

Balkans..geperally,. he «wwshll
be in a pnsltmn to complete his
postponed schédule for an assault
on the British Isles. '
DANGER TO HITLER

Should the campaign stretch out
over a longer period, however, it
can mean his ultimate defeat in
the war, Concentration of Nazi
power in the Balkans until the
fall or winter can conceivably
give Britain the respite it needs
to allow time for the American
war machine to gear into action.

In any case, however, the
Balkan campaign may cost him
dearly. The Balkans are still
the principal granary for the
Reich. That is why Hitler tried
by every means to assure his
conquest of the Southeastern
nations without resort to mili-
tary force.

There is, further, the plight of
Italy. Mussolini has some 200,000
men bottled up in Albania. Unless
Hitler, can complete the conquest
of Greece and Yugoslavia with un-
imaginable speed and decisively
defeat thé British expeditionary
force already on Greek soil, these
Italian forces are doomed to an-
other debacle. p
So long, however, as Hitler can
feel assured of eventual Balkan
victory, fresh defeats for his Ital-
ian ally are not overly serious
for him. "’
The other principal elements in
the new Balkan war are Turkey
and the USSR. Turkey is still sit-

By GEORGE STERN - ' *
Hitler last week unloosed his military might on two more

Yugoslavia's resistance to Hitler was determined in part by
the lessons of Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria. These coun-
tries capitulated without a struggle to the Nazis in order to keep
“out of the war. All they accomplished was to be occupied by the

ting tight. It has become appar‘ént
in the successive stages of the war
that Turkey does not have enough
confidence in its military strength
to venture an offensive policy.
But a policy of waiting means
eventual envelopment by Hitler.
STALIN’S ROLE CLEAR

In the new Balkan situation, the

USSR has taken a further step
along the line already suggested

by its recent moves. When Bui-‘

garia was -occupied, Moscow sent

a feeble note of. protest-to. Sofia.j. 4

two weeks ago the USSR and
Turkey issued a new declaration
of friendship and understanding
which was interpreted as a So-
viet pledge to extend friendly
help to Turkey in case it is at-
tacked. Now, a few hours before
the Nazi invasion of Yugoslavia,
a pact of friendship and non-ag-
gression between the USSR and
Yugoslavia was signed,
These moves do not
any breach in Nazi-Soviet rela-
tions but they definitely do re-
present further worsening of those;
relations. Stalin has felt compel-

indicate

‘lled at each stage of Nazi Balkan

penétration to make some move
which would impede Nazi ad-

vances without, however, em-
broiling the Soviet Union in the
war. .

Stalin’s policy will not, if he
can help it, expose him fo the
feared Nazi attack. He will con-
tinue, however, to do everything
he dares to impede and make
more costly Hitler's steady ad-
vance toward complete domination
of Europe and toward eventual
invasion of the Soviet TUnion.
Once more those who hope Stalin
will take up arms against Hitler
are doomed to disappointment.
Stalin’s policy remains one of
fearful defense. He seeks ways of
warding off blows, not of dealing
them. '

(See editorial, “Stalin’s Lat-
est Pact,” page 6.) :

How Union Officials Are Used To
Cover Up Gov’t Strikebreaking

tional Mediation Board.

(New York Post, April 4.)

ployers’ and
hiding behind them.

them under workers’ countrol.

posts.

Not a single capitalist spokesman or newspaper has attempt-
ed to answer on its merits John L. Lewis’ criticism of the Na-

The “cleverest” of thie boss papers, the New York Post,
ducked Lewis’ specific criti¢ism with the help of this formula:
“If they—Philip Murray and Thomas Kennedy—have taken their
places on the National Mediation Board with good will, and be-
lieve in mediation, have they not been wickedly insulted by Mr.
Lewis, who has recklessly bracketed them with strike ‘busters’?”

Thus the Post, instead of answering Lewis’ indictment, hides
behind the backs of Murray and Kennedy. The backs of Murray
and Kennedy are broad, indeed. Not only the Post, but all the em-
“public” representatives on the Mediation Board are

That, in fact, is why the bosses and their political agents
wanted Murray and Kennedy on ‘the board — as fig-leaves to
cover up the anti-labor acts of the board.

And that’s why every unionist should demand the withdrawal
of all uniop officials from the board, and from all government

They Provided The Gas

Y Awns-
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. SERVICE
STATION
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This striking cartoon, published in the week Iy organ of the CI() the April 7 C1I0 NEWS,
shows the two. government strikebreakers, Knox and Knudsen, prov:dmp: the fuel for the arm-
ored car used against the Allis-Chalmers strik ers. But the union won anyway!

Big Loophole Made In

Excess Profits Tax Law

Congress Quietly Adopts Amendments To Tax Law To R elieve
“War Baby’’ Industries From Paying Hundreds Of Milli ons

Recent amendments to the Ex-
cess Profits Tax Act have demon-
strated the hypocrisy of "the
Roosevelt administration’s loud
talk about taking the profits out
of war and “equal sacrifice” for
capital and labor.

Under the guise of taking care
of certain “bardship cases,” in-
volving an ‘“unjust” application
of the Excess Profits Tax to small
concerns, Congress on March 7
quietly passed certain amend-
ments which will save tens of
millions of dollars in taxes for
the major corporations. Expert
estimates, place the tax reductions
for the big corporations in gen-
eral, under the amended law,
at no less than $150,000,000 an-
nually,

The .immediate service render-
ed by the amendments to the big
trusts and corporations is indi-
cated by the following figures:

UE General Board
Halts Carey’s

{Red-Baiting Move

President James B. Carey's
proposal to launch a red-haifing
drive in the United Electrical,
Radio & Machine Workers of
America (CIO) was rejected by
the General_Executive Board at
its: quarterly meeting, March 22-
23 in New York.

Carey, who is also secretary of
the CIO, had proposed to author-
ize all locals to oust Commun-
ists from! official posts. Only

| board members Block and Camp-

bell voted with Carey. .

o

Aluminum Corporation of
America has been saved
$800,000 in excess profits taxes
for 1940. ¢

North American Aireraft and
United Aircraft'each benefit to
the extent of $2,000,000.

The Glen L. Martin Co., air-
craft manufacturers, two weeks
ago announced to its stockhold-
ers that the new law has en-
abled it to add $1,118,000 to its
1940 net income.

Douglas Aircraft is expected
to gain a tax savings of
$1.400,000, for the current fiscal
year.

The neat little device for keep-
ing the profits in war, is con-
tained in a trick little clause

This — clause (f) section 713
of the amended law—permits cor-
porations to figure the base pro-
fits, on the excess of which excess
profits taxes must be paid, by a
new method favorable to the “war
babies” industries. The old meth-
od required averaging the profits
for the four years 1936 to 1939.
The new method permits a cor-
poration to name as its “regular”
profits the highest single annual
profit of any year in that period.

Thus, if 'the average annual
profit over the four _years has
been §1,000,000, but the highest
single year’s profit has been §1,-
500,000, excess profits taxes are
now levied on the excess over
the $1,500.000, rather than on the
excess over §1,000,000 required
under the old law, $500,000 move
goes untouched by taxes into the
corporation’s till

Tven in its original form, the

1940 xcess Profits Tax Ack was|

so complicated ‘that no ordinary
worker could make heads or tails
of it.

The new amendments are even
more complicated. But the big
corporations have figured their
meaning out to the extent of a
huge reduction in taxes, rather
than the increase in taxes which
the entire law was supposed to
effect.

These new amendments were
put through Congress in record
time There was practically no
newspaper publicity on the chan-
ges made in the old law. There
were no Congressional hearings or
debates, It was all done with ap
parently calculated secrecy.

The bankers and industrialists
don’t like much light to be shed
on the “equal sacrifices” the gov-
ernment is exacting from them!

Farrell Dobbs To
Speak On The
Latest Strikes

Farrell Dobbs, National
Labor Secretary of the Social-
ist Workers Party, will report
and analyze the Ford and
other strikes, upon his return
from Detroit.

Dobbs’ lecture, “The Great
Strike 'Wave,” will be given
Wednesday, April <16, at 8:50
P.M. at a special session of
lthe - Marxist School, Irving
Plaza, Irving Place and 15th
_Street, New York City.

Bring your shopmates to
hear Comrade ll?bhs!

'

FIVE (5) CENTS

UT DOWN AT LAST

Ford Workers
Show Hank
Their Power

Bold And Confident,
Workers Stand Firm;
Not So The Leaders

Story on strategy used to
shut down the River Rouge ap-
pears on page 4—full page.

DETROIT, April 8—The
great Ford strike, now in its
seventh day, continues with all -
production  completely  shut
down. ;

This strike, aimed against
the bymbol of the open shop,
against-'the “old American way”’
in industry, is symbolic of what
American workers understand
by a fight for democracy, and
}vhat they feel is Worth fighting
or

Those outside this area, who
are reading about the strike n
the daily press and hear about
it on the radio, receive a warp-
ed picture of the actual state of
affairs. They hear the venom-~ .
ous statements of the paid com- |
pany hirelings, read the slanders
and lies of-the newspaper col-
umnists, get a picture of .the
army of government mediators.
and their barrage of govern< -
mental pressure upon the Ford
workers.

They imagine,.from .all this,
that the Ford workers must be
overcome by the sheer weight
of thre pressure brought to bear
from all sides,

But the workers of Detroit
are in a different world. They
dwell apart from the venal col-
umnists and the babbling flun-
keys on the radio newscasts.

The men on the Ford picket
lines are cheerful optimistic
and above all determined.

The Ford workers know only
the justice of their case. They
are oblivious of all the high-
pressure attempts to demoralize
and defeat them. They are swim-
ming in a sea of solidarity, and
are insulated by the sheer mas-
siveness of their strength from
the pricks and jabs of their en-
Cl']'ll(?S-

The strike leadership, unfor..
tunately, does not lie in the hands
of a broad and representative
strike committee. It is in the '
hands of a few top figures such
as Michael Widman, Jr., director '
of the CIO drive, R. J. Thomas,
UAW President, George F. Ad-
des, Secretary-Treasurér of the
UAW, Alan Haywood, CIO or-
ganization direetor, and one or
two other individuals. This lead-
ership has a psychology differ-
ent from the militant and con-"
fident ranks.

UNINSPIRING PUBLICITY

In greatest contrast to the
spirit and strengthiof the ramks
is the publicity department.
There is an ample volume of pub-
licity pouring out of the strike
headquarters, but in its content '

The union radio talks are a ve~
peated blather about the patriot-
ism of the Ford workers, ahout

the refusal of the Ford company

to . put out Rolls Royce engines
for Britain, for which the strike
leaders had volunteered to send
in workers. ¢
Repeatedly, day

day after

these talks reiterate the -.tsa"me_'li

(Coutinued on Page 3)

the publicity represents the most
‘backward sector of the strike,
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“Four IBEW Men Framed
In Queens Strike T rial

Jury Of Businéssmen Openly Show Bids As
They Convict Loéal 3 Strike Leadets

By the Queens
QUEENS, New York City,

Correspondent
April 5—Four of the 16 mem-

bers of Local 3 of the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers on trial for striking against the Triangle Conduit Cable

Co. last August were convicted

yesterday in one of the rdwest

deals handed out by capitalist justice.
The four were Harry Van Arsdale, Jr., Business Manager of
Local 3, Charles Mangano, a shop steward, Robert R("ldt. and

~ Rudolf Jaklitsch.

As reported in the March 30 issue.of THE MILITANT, the

tridl, which grew out of attdcks
by police and strikebireakers on
the picket lihes of Local 3, had
“ all the earmarks ot la frameup.
Thé testimony of the last two
weeks should have rémoved the
last lingering doubt from 4dn3
fair-minded person’s mind.

To this correspondent the frame-
up was so obvious that he thought
there wasn't a chance of conviet-
ing the union men. But the busi-
ness men who constituted the ju-
ry were influenced by other con-
siderations than fairness.

In their eagerness to convict the
' strikers, they found them guilty
of charges that did not even.ap-
pear in the.indictment and after
freeing one defendant found him
guilty!

PROSECUTION LIES

As the trial proceeded during the
‘past 2 weeks, state’s witnesses ac-
cused Van Arsdale and Fred Han-
gen of inciting the strikers to riot
by their speeches at a union meet-
ing, However, Thomas J. Lyons,
head of the State Federation of
Labor, informed the court that
this was a physical impossibility,
since both defendants were at-
tending the State AFL convention
at the timé they were supposed
to have addressed the meeting.

Another defendant, MecAlin;
proved the prosecution to be ly-
ing again in its accusation that he
had .instigated the men to utilize
“rocks and stones” if necessary.
McAlin was nowhere near the
plant at the time the strikebreak-
ers and police attacked the picket
line. He was attending a meeting
of the National Labor Relations
Board.

The role of the strlkehreakers
was brought out clearly by Louis
Waldman, attorney for Local 3,
when he showed that the “riot”
charges were part and parcel of
the company's plan to break the
strike.

A PAID FINK

Waldman cited the case of Wil-
liam J. Flynn, whom the prosecu-
tion had not hauled, up on trial.
Before the strike, Flynn was a
shop foreman at the Triangle out-
fit. He cultivated. his leadership
among the men and became a
‘member of the Negotiations Com-
mittee. When the strike vote was
taken at the meeting where the
progecution contends violence and
rioting was incited, Flynn was
~ Chairman, After Triangle had
been shut down bhecause of the
picket lines, Flynn was in charge
of picketing. Then like a bolt
from the blue. Flynn became a Seab
nside the Triangle plant, “If this
isn’t the role of a fink,” demanded
Waldman, “and a paid one, what
e e
Through the role of Flynn ds
a withess against the strikers tHe

tie-up bEtween thé company and
the capitdlist cotitt becomes glar:
ingly obvibus. i Flynn had ted
the workers eveft aftér they wete
out on sttike, why didin't the pros
ecution charge him With conspit-
acy, mcilmg to riot, unlawful as-
semblage, ete. ete.? And did Los-
calzo, the distriet attorney, flinch
as Waldman pressed homie the
point!

announced its decision, he declar-
ed that McAlin had been found
guilty of “coercion.” When Wald-
man asked which of the two Spe-
cific counts the defendaiit had
been found guilty of, the foreman
became tongue-tied.

Another juror hastened to re-
*tresh the foreman’s memory. He

McAlin guilty of pickéting Wil-
liam J. Flynn’s home,

Waldman pointed otit that no
such charge had heeri 1odged
against the defendant ih the ih-
dictment!

At fhig point, the *"{mp*trtla{!"
judge ‘hastily seht the jury out
to consult for d batter formula-
tion of their findings.

Finally, responding to the per-
plexed expressiotis on the faces of
the attorneys afd to.the growing
hubbub in thé ¢olirt; the foremdn
asked, “Do I understand that we
tan’t legally rétiitn such a convie:
tion against McAlin?

“Yes, it seéms that is so,” res-
ponded the judzé relubtantly.

“Then we find the defendant
McAlvin not guilty,” the foreman
replied.

THEY ADD A VICTIM!

McAlvin, the foreman announced
thaf they had decided that Robert
Reade, whom they had acquitted
when they first filed out of the
jury, room,
guilty of ‘“third-degree assault”
on James McCloskey, a strike-
brealer,. )
When Waldman protested that
in the case of Van Arsdale the
jury had found him guilty of “in-
citing to riot” whereas thére was
no such chargh against him in the
indictment, the forehiah . hastily
changed the finding of the jury
to guilty of “rioting.”” This de-
spite the testimony proving that

nic in New Jersey at the tiine
of the scuffle with strikebreakers
and police!

Waldman moved that the court
set aside the verdict on. the
ground that the first count was
deficient and the second changed.

of the Triangle Company. Wald-
man declared that thé whole aé-
tion of the jury Was reveérsible
and fhat he would take an ap-
peal, Judge Bailey remanded thé

four for sentente on April 15

The MARXIST SCHOOL

Lectures for Sessions—Week of April 14th

MONDAY

7:10 to 8:40 p.m

by Willisni M. Warde

The Second American Revolution: The Role of the In-
dustrial Workers during the Civil War,

8:50 to 10:20 pm. ............
Thé American Federation of Labor:

Development.
WEDNESDAY

7:10 to 8:40 P, ............ %

[talian and Gérman Fascism and the War.

.............. by Lydia Béidel
Its Founding and

by Jack Weber

Specidl lecture to start at 8:50 p.m
Labor’s Challenge to Capital
' By FARRELL DOBBES )
A Marxist analysis of the wave of strikes now sweeping

the country.

IRVING PLAZA

Irving Place

dand 16th St.

Wheti the foremdn of thé jiiy |

fleclared that the jury had found.

To make up for their slip-up on

was now declared

Van Arsdalée wds atténding a pics

But Judge Bailey deéifled it favor |

| stttceeds

The Corpse Of Company Unionism

Bearing a coffin containing the “corpse” of t he Employes Representation Plan, Bethlehem
Steel’s company tififon, jubilant members of the Steel Workérs Orgdnizing Committee (CIO)

are shown celebrating at their victory meetmg af ter their fwo- &ay strike dt Bethlehem’s biz Cam-
'bria- works in Sohfistown, Pefifisylvania. ,

Militant Salesmen
Again Attacked By
Stalinist Goons

NEW YORK CITY, April 5. —
crders to se physical violence
dedinst Trotskyists appear to have
been handed down to members of
the Communist Party and the
Young Communist League. Last
week we reported that Art Wallker,
while distribrting THE MILIT-
ANT at Manhattan Center, was
beaten by Stalinists, suffering a
blackened eye. Last' night John
Pollack and Ole Swanson while
distributing THE MILITANT at
the TWO Center at 381 Rockaway
Aventte in Brook!yn, were also 4t
tacked.

A few mintites after their dis
tribution, a girl edme out of the

meet:ng and ordered them to
They deelined the
grounds that it was their demoe-

leave. on
ratic right to distribuite political
literature on the public streéts.

Within  five
YCLers attacked Comrades Pol-
lack and Swanson,

minutes seven
téaring away|
their literatiire.

2

tipon him in 1938.

Act 6f 1940, which forbids dliens
to cooperate in any way w.t_h “gub-
vérsive” movements. All the gov-
etniftient need prove is that Brid-
ges wad dat any time §ince he ef-
tered the U. S. connected with
4 ' go:called sibversive organiza-
tion. It intends tc show that 'he
held membérship in the I.W.W.,
Marine Workers Industrial Union
and Communist Party.

In the present hearing, more-
over, the gover nment need not
pmve membershlp' “Affiliation,”

.‘\ag’ub tertm whieh cafi be mtm‘

preted any way the powers-that-
be want to interpret it, is enough.
: The first hearing was held un-
der the auspices of the Immigra-
tibn Department with the “liberal”
fean of Harvard Law Selool pre-
siding and the *“liberal” Madam
Perking renderitig thiée final ver-
dict. That hearing was, indeed,
fiothing but a sop 16 réactionaries
in and out of Comgress.

Now Roosévelt is driving the
nation into war. A hard-bitten
Reépublican jullge presides over a
trial conducted by the Depart-
ment of Justice, A new law, lia-
ble to sweeping interpretations,
lias been enacted. The defense gets
little or no latitude. Final déci-
sion rests with Attorney-General
Jackson who iss now hot in pur-
suit of “communists,” “fifth col”
umnists,” militants in frade un-
ions. ;
WE MUST DEFEND HIM

If the Roosevelt Adminiistration
in deporting Harry
Bridges the citizenship of scores
of hdtiiralized labor ledders and
tréde dhioh militants, who were
at ofié timé members of the T.W. W,
or some other radical organizationl,
will be jeopardized. By the same
logie, if a unionist not a citizen
can De deported, why cannot a
hative-born American be flung
into prison?

The Bridgés case is therefore
4 vital issue for the entire labor
thovenlent. His déportation can be
prevetited only by the mdss prés-
sure of the organized workers:
hig lawyers Wwill be of little avail
this time,

There are, unfortunately, mili-
tant workers who refuse to defend
Bridges because of the great dam-
age the Bridges machine has caus-
ed, especially to West Coast un-
ions. The damage is a fact. But
they are blind who cannot see
that the government and the boss-
es do pot intend to help the la-
bor movement by deporting
Bridges. On._the contrary the de-
portation is sought by those who
want to intimidate labor and par-
dlyze its militancy.

The government attacks Bridges
becauise he is most vulnerable,

SAN FRANCISCO, April 6th—The War Deal is how work-
ing in dead earnest to deport Harry Bridges.
A contrast between the present hearings aid those conductéd
two years dgo shows that the gloves are off: i

In the first hearing—July 10 to Sept. 13, 1939—the gov-
ernmert to comply with the statutés of the then prevailing im-
migration laws, had fo prove Bridges a memiber of the Commun-
ist Party at the time the warrant for his deportation was served

The present hearing is governed by the Alien Registration

After sefting & precedeht ' with
Bridges tHe government will go
on to persecute genuine militants.
Those who fail to see this, are
cutting off their rose 1o SDILE—-
t,heli‘ face,

CI0 UVDFRSTAND@ 0

The C10, fortuhately, has leafn-
ed this lesson; the weight of its
national organization has been of-
ficially thrown against the deport-
ation of Bridges.

The AFL leadership i§ either |

silent or backing the deportation,
just ds they are strikébreakifig at
the Ford® Motor Co. and at the
International Harvester plants. It

GRACE CARLSON
IN 37th CITY
OF HER TOU®

By GRACE CARLSON

FARGO. N. D., April 7. — The
37th and last city of the tour! It
was very gratifying to be able to
report to the Fargo workers at
lagt night's house meeéting that
thé tour had béen eminently suc—
cessful.

It was algo gratifyifiz to leath
from them of the progress which
has héen made in thig eit, once
the center of réaction o” the area,
since the greéat strikes o° 1934
and 1935.

Most gratit‘ymg of all wer~ the
plans laid for a publi¢ meetin- to
be held here under the auspices
of thé' Socialist Workers Party
within the néxt few weé'its. _

The public meeting held at Plen-
tywood, Montan~, on April 4,
brought out 118 workers and farm-
ers. A vast majority of those pre-
sent were dispossessed farmers
who Are now on rélief or WPA.
It was very éasy for them to un-
dérstand that Wallace’s AAA and
Roosevelt's so-called Social Sécur-
ity programs had not enfled the
system of “want amidst plenty.”

Many of these proletarianized
farmers accept thé revolutionary
program as the only solution to
their problems. Some of them
have been members of the Com:
muaist P~~iy in the past, but have
broken away or been expelled be-
cause of “deviations from the
line.”

The Trotskyist press has play-
ed an important role in all this.
A great deal of credit must be
given to those Plentywood com-
rades who have been so lor~l and'
self-sacrificing in spreading the
ideas of Trotskyism through the
distribution of our press and lit:

 erature,

is time for the rank and file of
the.AFL to make-itself heard.
$ % %

In the first week of the hear-
ing the prosecution has marched
to. the witness stand a motley
crew of renegades, rats and stool-
pigeons.

Who dre these witnesses against
Bridges?

PRODUCTS OF STALINISM

They are the ripe fruit of Stal-
indsm. Trainéd in an autocratic
organization, driven and cheated

by Stalinist bureaucrats, cynical-
i| 1y betrayed, their criticism stifled
i'in their throats, taught a' philos:

ophy alien to the great principles
of revolutionary socialism, they
finally turned ot against Stalin-
ism alone but against socialism
itself.

Star performer for the prosecu-
tion is the renegade Benjamin
Gitlow,

GITLOW'S RECORD

A revolutionist when he helped
found the Communist Party, Git-
low then became an instrument
of Stalinist policy in the Ameri-
can Communist movement. He
joined in the witch-hunt against
the . Trotskyist opposition in the
Soviet Union and participated in
the expulsion of the Trotskyists
from the Communist Party of this
country. Together with Lovestone,
he was regponsible for the hood-
lum attacks,; burglary and similar
underworld tactics against the

Trotskyists — methods which the.

Browders and Fosters continued.

In 1929 the coalition leadership
of Stalin and Bukharin began to
crack up. When the Lovestone
Gitlow ¢lique heard rumors of the
impending change they rushed tc
jump on Stalin’s handwagon de
gpite the fact that up to that time
they had supported anhd were sup
ported by Bukharin.

It was in the mame of Gitlow
that a cablegram was sent to
Moscow  violenily repudiating
Bukharin and urging that meas
ures be taken agdinst him. But
it was too late, Stalin wanted
tools unconnected previously wit}
his Russian opponents. Refusins
to be anything but the top-lead

ership, the Lovestone group war |

expelled by the Stalinist Comln
tern.

For almost five years followin-
the expulsion QGitlow remained r
member of the Lovestone organi
zation, which continued to sup
port Stalifi's policies in the Se
viet Union and remained bitter
foes of the Trotskyists.

WHERE GITLOW ENDS UP
When Gitlow left the T.ovestone
group his familiarity with Marx-
ism and with the real cause for
Stalinism was little improved.
Steadily he moved away from
the working class movement un-
til today he testifies in court as
a state witness to deport a labor
leader. In a world at war he can
use a ecapitalist court to say that
this system of poverty, mass-mur-
der and fascist Truits, that this
sad caricatire and fast-disappear-
ing democracy of .ours is the most

Gov )n Deporting
Brl"" ges, Hearlng Makes Clear

Depoitation Would Be Blow Agﬁihsi The Whole Labor Movement;
Gevernment's Chief Witnesses Are Refiegades From Stalinism

preferred system, It is a tragic
sight to see 2 man who once faced
a judicial lynching on charges of
eriminal syndicalism in New York
join a lynching party in Califor-
nia.

On the stand Gitlow was a liv-
ing example of the old adage,
“whom the Gods would destroy
they first make mad.” Swearing
that his aim was to fight Stalin-
ism, he gave it more favorable
publicity than thousands of their
dollars can buy. In the eyes of
awakening and radicalized work
ers Gitlow’s testimony will white-
wash the putrid organization -of
Stalinism of a thousand crimes.

Gitlow declared:

That the party which has dis-
torted Marxism into a species of

| reactionary national reformism—

sfill adheres to the Communist
Manifesto of Karl Marx and Fre-
derick Engels and its clarion call
“Workers of the World Unite”!

That the party which betrayed
revolutions in every part of the
globe, Germany, France, Spain,
China, sold them to the capitalist
clags for a trade agreement or a
diplomatic pact—still adheres to
the 21 points of the founding Com-
munist International!

That the bureaucracy which or-
ganized the DMoscow Trial and
murdered all the old Bolsheviks,
assassinated Leon Trotsky — is
guided by the principles of the
Russian Réevolution!

That the party which uses col-
onial peoples as a catspaw of Stal-
in’s foreign policy is the same
organization which helped Sand-
ino or initiated a movement for
equality for the Negro people!

Only a fool or a pald hireling
could say these things, could say
that there is any similarity be-
tween the revolutionary Commun-
ist Party of Lenin's time and the
venal tool of the Stalinist bureaue-
-acy that exists today. Gitlow is
one or the other; probably both.

OTHER STALINIST
GRADUATES

The other two withégses for the
rosecution come from the sdamée
ichool as Gitlow: the Stdlinist
Darty.

Ezra Chase who was used to
reveal Stalinist methods of work-
‘ng in unions and to put the fin-
ver on Bridges, was a leading
nember of the Los Angeles sec-
ion of the Communist Party.
“hase participated in slander
rampaigns and fraime-ups against
Protskyists in the unemployed
novement. After falling out with
he party leadership ‘he becamé
in operative for Captain Hynes'
1otorious “Red Squad.”

Farrell Schnering, another pro-
ninent ex-C.P. meniber from Wis-
songin, was used to deseribe metH-
0ds the Stalintsts use in the mass
movement,
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Attack

"--—-xplams
Camp Blanding

)n Negro

Story In THE MILITANT impels Official
“Investigation” Of Fate Of Negro Victim

At the reqtiest of tlie National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, the War De-
partment has conducted an inves:
Ilgafmn of the story in THE MIL:
ITANT of Februaly i, 1941, re
porting a murderots assdult on
2 Negro laborer by a gang of
whites at the army ‘tamp Bland-
ing, Florida.

The MILITANT'S detatled ac:
coutit of thée horrible assault also
told of the generally miserable
conditions under which the Negro
in the army camps is “kept in his
place” by Jim Crow rules and seg-
régation if he is a Soldier, and by
béing given tlié most menidl jobs
16 do if he is a laborer in the
edmps during construttioi. The
story was reprinted in-geveral Ne-
gro publications.

The general publicity, as well as

led the Wil Departmetit to agree
to investigate the case. It Eoes
without saying that the whole in-
vestigation was confined to one
point only: the finding of the
corpse,

WAR DEP'T LETTER

The NAACP has forwarded to
THIE MILITANT a copy of d let-
ter from the War Departrient on
the results of the investigation.
In his letter Mr. William H. Has-
tie, Civilian Aide to the Secre-
tary of Wdr, writes ds follows:
“Dear Mr. Marshall:

“You have requested that this
office supply information concern-
ing the alleged lynching of a Ne-
gro worker on an Army construc-
tion project at Camp Blanding,
Flotida. The matter was repolted
in THE MILITANT, the organ of
the Socialist Workers Party and
in the New York Age, which re-
ferred to THE MILITANT as the
dotirce of ‘the story.  ©' = '™

“The War Department has in-
vestigated the matter in detail
and at considerable expense. An
affidavit executed on February 17,
by James B. Henry, the Negro
alleged to have bheen Kkilled on
January 8, shows thdt tliere was
a fight between a colored and a
white worker and that several

the pressure from the NAACP;

othér pergons participated in the
ensuing fracas. Henry was hospi-
talized, but seems not to have
suffered very serious injur_ies.
Supporting affidavits by several
persons, including the Medical of-
ficer who treated the injuréd
man, corroborate his story It ap-
pears that Henry is now employ-
ed by a contractor working st
Camp Blanding.”

NOT THE WHOLE STORY

We do fiot qliestioh the possi-
bility that our cbrrespohdent was
in error when he re'poi'te.d that
the Negro worker died at the hos-
pital from the injuries. he suffar-
ed. He was in no position to cairy
out an mdcpendent mvestigatlm
He mer ely reported the story as
told to him by workers in [He
camp both white &nd Negho.

But anybbdy who knows the
methods by which. the rotten rule
of the Southérn . Bourbons is
maiitained within a framework
of so-called deémocracy will re-
cognize in the War Depattmeht’s
letter a familiar pattern.

Evetything is ih it: the white-
wash affidavit by the Negro who
happens to be the victim; the
supporting affillavits by officidls
or white “witnésses,” plus the
generdl formula “there was a
ficht between a colored and a
white worker and that séveral
other petsons participated in the
ensuing frdeas.”

What the fracas wis abbut—
an attack on a Negro arising out
of Jim Crow practices—the letter
does not say.

This is the hypocritical type of
“justice” by which the Negro is
kept in complete subjugatioh
throtighout theé South and it is
in that hypoerisy that this jas-
tice difféers from thé naked btrat~

al rile of Hitler and Mussolifiiz

The fact that there was an in-
vestigation of this incident at
Blanding is only due entirely to
the, publicity givem to it by THE
MILITANT. As a rule; an assault
on a Negro, whether the victifn
is fortiinate eibugh to recovér or
whether he dies from his injur-

ies, is hushed up and forgotten.

BOY, ARE WE
GOING PLACES!

Two months ago, in the face of
considerable skepticism, the bug:
ness department of the MILIT
ANT proposed to the Socialist
Worker§ Party menibership the
launching of 4 short-term subsérip-
tioh campdigh based upon a 50c.
special sub, Some optimists trem-
blingly prophesied that we might
get 08 many as 500 subseriptions
and — at the rate of a point for
each 50c. — 1000 points,

Now we know what a “natural”
teally i8! On the heels of the phe-
tlomendl growth in cix’rchlat’io'p of
the MILITANT, the gathering of
subs came like better conditions
after a successful strike. The
forcés of the party plungéd intr
the competitive soliciting of sub-
seriptions with such avidity that
it took them a full week after the
official close of the campaign to
put on the brakes. The long skid
between March 31 and April 7
brought in 86 subs and 186 points!

Here is the FINAL record for
the drive. The SWP membership
ha§ brolight a blush of émbarass-
ment to the chéek of the skepties.
When a party can do this ih two
months without urging or high-
pressiire there is only one feduc-
tion possible: it's got what it
takes!

And it ish’t going to stop.
Sibseriptions are our life-blood
and the party is ready to siip-
ply us with the means of keep-
ing the six-page MILITANT in
the hantds of every militant
worker in the country.

This Week Total

Subs Pts Subs Pts
Minnesota 48 106 383 934
Chitago 8 21 73 193
New York 15 85 . 143

23

Fresno
Wash. DC
Seattle, Wash

Boston 0 0 53 93
Detrofit 0 o0 36 81
Cleveland 0 6 32 66
Los Angeles , 2 3 24 58
Youngstownh 3 16 26 47
Newsrk 2 8 23 40
Flint 0 0 29 37
Frisco 6 6 20 24
Toledo - 0 0 1|2 18
New Haven 0 0 12 17
chester 0 o0 -11 15
Milwaukee 0o 0 8 11
Qiidkertown 0 0 5 10
Alléntown 0 0 4 7
[Philadelphia 0O 0 3 6
Plentywood 0 0 2 6
Paterson o o 3 5
Pittsburgh 0o 0 4 4
St. Louis 0 0 3 4
Kansas o 0 2 4
Albany 1 2 2 4
Palo Alto 0 0 1 4
Londoén, Eng. 0 0 1 ‘4
Rockville 0 0 1- 4
NewCastle 0 0 1 4
San Diego 0 0 3 3
Texas o o 2 2
Memphis o o 1 2
0 0 1 2
0 0 1 2
1 1 1 1

TOTALS 86 186 884 1844

When it comes to mass citeila-
tion, thé party measites up to
the quality of its performancé on
the subscription field. The last

been-the largest and heaviest in
the history of the paper (with
the exception of the Leon Trot-
sky Memorial issue). On two suc-

‘| cessive mailing nights, the loyal

volunteer mailing crew has work-
ed strdaight through without in-
terruptionh until six in the morn-
ing to gend out on timé thé mobre

héaded for every strike-area in

the country.

two issués of the MILITANT have

than a halfton of _MILITAN'I‘S'
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#first day of the strike. All this so-

“the old Judge Gary formula of
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City Hall No Friend
Of Newark’s Negroes

Both Political Machines Responsible For

Jim Crow Practices In

City Departments

By GEORGE

BREITMAN

(Socialist Workers Party Candidate for City Coinrission)
Newark’s 45,000 colored peoplé represent one-tenth of the

city’s population. In every sense,
oppressed people in the Eity.

they ate the most éxploited and

They ate locked out of most of the big industries, forced to

serve as janitors or portéis or as
of the steel and allied factories

domestic worlkers. Only in some
are they hired; and then almost

exclusively as laborers, doing the heavy and dlrt} work,
The big corporatien, Public Seivice, which milks the public
out of millions each year, refuses to hire them except in menial

jobs such as cleaning toilets or

digging ditches.

The Brewster Aircraft plant of Port Newark, invited here

by the City Commission under
very favorable tax and ient
terms, refuses to hire a single
colered laborer. Prudential In-
surance company, one of the hig-
gest in the woild, which. gets
milliohs from its coloted elients,
will not hire any.

Consequently, a large part of
the colored people are forced onto
the relief rolls, or, if they are a
little more lucky, onto WPA jobs,
at standards which malke it prac-
tically impossible for them to
biing their families up wuhder
healthy conditions. This explains
why the ‘flu and pneumonia epi-
demics each year start sooner and
are more malignant in the
colored neighborhoods than else-
Where

CITY HALL NO BETTER

The overwhelming majority of
the city departments, although
they afe supposed to be conducted
undef civil service, maneuver to
have only one or two, or ne col-
ored employees at all. ,

The City Hospital refuses to em-
ploy a single Negro doctor or
nurse, although many are eligible
and one fourth of the hospital’s
patients are colored.

Thus the City Commission it-
gelf; including the representatives
of the Ellenstein-Franklin and
the Byrne-Clee factions, help to
propagate the theoty of “white
superiority,” and furnish the em-
ployei's with an example of job
Jim Crowism which the bosses
are only too glad to point to and
follow. .

HOUSING PROBLEM
CRITICAL

A survey of housing in New-
ark’s Third Ward three yvears ago
brought to light a few of the facts
on housing in those neighbor-
hoods to which the colored work-
ers have been segregated and
from which it is so hard for them
to escape. 0

Out of 2,010 homes that were
inspected, it was found that 1,874
showed violations of the sanitary
code: In addition; about 300 were
declared to be *“unfit for use,”
about 800 were said to “need ma-
jor repairs,” and close to 800
others were in need of “minor
repairs.”

And yet the Department of

Health, _run by Commissioner
Franklin who is desperately seek-
ing ‘the Negro vote, declared:
“Heoneric conditions have per-
suaded this depafiment to be
somewhat lehiefit with the own-
érs of the biiildings indofar as or-
dering drastic alterations and im-
provemehnis are eoheerned . , . To
oveirbiirden these property owners
with expensive &lterations is not
& solutioh te the problem.”

In other words, Franklin, the
self-advertised “champion of the
undesprivileged,” is really cham-
pion DECEIVER of the under-
privileged, and “lenient” friend of
the landlords who charge such
high rents for unhealthy fire:
traps maintained in open viola:
tion of the sanitary and building
codes.

VICIOUS INEQUALITIES

The colored workers' economic
problems are directly tied up with
the problems of social equality.
There can never be real economic
equaii'ty for them as long as they
are not permitted into certain
places like others, for the Jim
Crow bars in public places do
their share in contributing to the
{idea that Negroes are inferior,
which is used as the basis for
denvi'ng them equal opportunity
to jobs, relief, housing, ete.

A vicious Mason-Dixon line run-
ning through Newark confines the
coloted people to one or two areas.
And even inside these areas they
face insult and segregatioh every
day in the year. .y

Just a few weeks ago flve col-
ored women went into the lunche-
onette owned by one Max Grund-
fast on the edge of the Third
Ward., He demanded 40c. for a
cup of coffee, and then physically
threw them out of the place, set-
ting his dog and his son on them,

Last week & man who tried to
get a drink in a tavern in the
game area was beaten up and
thrown in jail under $1,000 bail.
Theatres in this area refuse to
permit Negroes to sit in the or-
chestra, selling tickets to them,
only for the balecony, in violation
of the weak New Jersey Civil
Riglits Act.

(Next week: The Role of the

Colored “Leadeérs” in the Elec-
tions)

Martyrs Of The Working Class

Scene outside the Harlan Hospital, Harlan; K ém‘.ucky. where stuklng members uf the Urilted
Mine Workers (CIO) are gathered as foiir-déad a nd fiveé Wounded unioft brothers are being brought
in after being machine-gunned from afmbush by mine guards and Bloody Harlan officials at the
Crummie Creek Mine. Thus four more names & re added to the long roll of martyrs whese sac-
rifices have helped build the UMW union. in theé United States. ;

Miners'

$7 Day Wage Demand

Speedy Victory Comes When Miners Refuse®
To Go Back To Work Without A Contract

The 400,000 striking soft coal
miners of the elght-state Appala-
chidn .region appear to be headed
toward a major victory. This was
indicated in the announcement,
Sunday, that the Northern oper-
ators, emp]oving at leagt 65 per
cent of the miners, have agreed
to sign a contfact granting the
demands of the United DMine
Workeis (CIO) for a general dol-
lar a day wage increaseé and paid
vacations.

The strike began on April 2 in
deflance of an attempt at last min-
ute intervention by = Roosevelt,
who tried to induce the miners to
continue work against their tra-
ditional policy of refusing to en-
ter the mines without a union
contract, The old contract expired
March 31,

Qutstanding feature of the
strike was the blunt refusal of
the miners, headed by UMW
president, John L. Lewis, to
accept the strikebreaking meth-
od of Roosevelt’s new Media-
tion Board to continue work
without a contract.

City:
- “We are not going to follow
this new formula that seems

Underlining this position, Lewis
declared in his April 2nd speech
before the Tri-District Anthracite
Miners’ Convention in® New York

to have been discovered by the
" Mediation, Board in Washing-
ton when they ‘wire strikers to
go back to work and bust their
strike and then come to Wash-
ington and mediate for the
remnants of it. The United

Mine Workers of America do

not mediate that way, and this

present steppage will not be
settled that way.”

The gains already known to be
won have confirined the soundness
of the UMW position on the Me-
diation Board. Within less than a
week, this strike has won improv-
ed wages and conditiong which

unquestionably would have been |

delayed for months or lost alto-
gether had the miners yielded to
Roosevelt's and the bosses’ pres-
sure and continued to work while
the questions of their contract was

er-dominated Mediation Board.

For the first time in the his-
tory of American coal mine labor,
the miners have won paid vaca-
tions. The Northern operators, it
is reported, have agreed to grant

the miners one week’s vacation-
with pay.

Because of the iron-hound sol-
idarity of the miners, the strike
has been completely offective. The
coal operators and governmeht

left in the hands of the employ--

‘The Miners Helped

The New York Times, April
6, in an effort to play down
the victory:of the soft coal
miners strike, Starts its story
on the strike settlement as fol-
lows:

“Yielding to pressure from
the Federal Governwment, ve-
presentatives of 65 per cent of
the nation's soft-coal producers
agreed yesterday to sign a new
contract with the United Mine
‘Workers tomorrow.”

We respectfully submit to
the Times that perhaps the so-
lid strike of 400,600 bitum:n-
ous miners “also’” had a “little”
bit to do with bringing the
operators 'to terms!

Transport Union Fights
Strikebreaking Bill '

La Guardia Sponsored The Bill, As Part Of His Vicious D rive
To Destroy The Union On The City's Subway Systems

Workers Union Bill.”

City’s municipally m\ned__‘;ub\aa
State Assemblyman Zimmer

As soon as he had time to col-
ect his wits and study the bill.
he publicly denounced the Dbill
18 a strikebreaking ‘measure.

The bill .has not yet become law,
i§ a vigorous protést fiom the
WU and other laber srganiza.
dons has cempelled Governor
“elihan to witlihold his signatire
roin the bill Wntil a public héar
‘fig has been held on it in Albany,
April 14,

THE BILL’S PROVISIONS

The bill amends the present
itate railroad “anti-sabotage™ law
0 make it an offense subject to
ive to 25 years imprisonment for
workers on bus, trolley and sub-
way lines to leave ‘“‘unaftended
iny car, bus, or other transit
'acility or equipment given into
“!s possession or care ds an of”
icer, employe or agent of any such
orivately or publicly owned ‘or
yperated railread, street railroad
sr bus system.”

Among other offenses madr
“unishable ag felonies are: throw
‘ng stones or cther misgiles 0
*he vicinity of a transit line or
‘hutting off motive power (in thr
Tower houses).

The Wicks Bill is the provoes
‘ive answer of the city adminis
‘ration, backed by the state gov
arnment, to the request made Ir
*he union on March 31, askin'
Ta Guardia for a conference tr
negotiate a new contract to re
nlace the present subway con
tracts which expire June 20.

The union’s pr'neipal demands
aye for continuation of the closed
shop, increased wages, reduced
purs, and equal pay for equal

&

have not dared to attempt to oper
the mines with strikebreakers

and armed force.

Only in “Bloody” Harlan Coun
tYF
violence against the miners is
traditional, was there any open
acts of violence against the strik-
ers.

Kentucky, where murderous

were murdered, and five others
seriously wounded, when they
were machins-gunned from am-
bush by eompany guards at the
Crimimies Creek mine.,

There four miner pickets|

worls,

LA GUARDIA’S BILL
The New York Trmes. April 4,
3aid:

“It can be said now that the
bill was sent here by the La
Guardia administration and
passed at its request. The im-
mediate motive was to meet a
fear of the Mayor that in the
event of a June strike union
members would leave buses on
the streets of the city, tying up
traffic, and would leave subway
passengers similarly stranded.”

In the recent 11-day bus strike
covering 90 per cent of the city’s

doned in the middle of a run, and

bus {ransport, no buses were aban- |

“The Wicks Anti-Transport

y systems.
recorded the sole opposition to

the measure. He is a representative of the American Labor Party.
The bill was introduced and steam-rollered in such unholy haste,
without debate that Zimmer didn‘t know what was happening.

there was not a single act of viol-
ence, Such violence as might oe-
cur during any future tie-up
would result from an attempt to
operate the- subway with strike-
breakers. The La Guardia-spon-
sored Wicks bill means that the
city administration is preparing
to use strikebreakers.

The provisions of the Wicks
bill ean be interpreted by willing
judges to mean the prohibition of
any' subway strike as “sabotage.”
The bill would also facilitate use
of strikebreakers,” since it pro-
vides savage prison sgentences
against strikers who defend them-
selves against -strikebreakers,
while the strikebreakers cannot
be prosecuted under this bill for
violent acts.

Passapge of the Wicks bill eoin-
cides with a growing strikebreak-
ing barrage against the TWU by
the daily boss press of the city.
The papers now carry daily
smear stories against the union
and  editorials ecalculated to
arouse hostility of the more sus-
reptible sections of the publie
1gainst the union.

Hearst's yellow tabloid, the Dai-
'y Mirror, is running a series of
‘ull-page articles attacking the
TWU. This frenzied anti-labor
nress campaign is a faint hint of
what ean be expected if a subway
strike is actually called.

The showdown Dbetweén the
TWU and the La Guardia admin-
istration over the subway issue
has heen developing for more than
two years. At the time of the uni-
fication of the -subway -lines, mp-
der city ownership in June, 1940,
La Guardia attempted to repu-
diate the existing closed shop un-
ion contracts on the BMT and
IRT lines which the 27,000 organ-
ized subway workers had won
from the private utilities corpora-
tions.

All workers on the city-owned
lines were transferred to civil
service status by a state bill spon-
sored by the same state senator,
Arthus Wicks, who formally in-
troduced the latest “anti-sabotage”
bill. La Guardia then asserted —
that this civil service status did
not permit the city to recognize
the closed shop on the transit sys-
tem.

Strong pressure from the union

Ford’s

(Continued from Page 1)
uninspiring and worthless trash,
the aim of which is to show that
the Ford workers went on strike
in order to maké a good patriot
and friend of England out of
Henry Ford.

This useless stuff is all the
work of the ex-Norman Thomas-
ites who have monopolized the
publicity department from the

called publicity meets with a
complete lack of interest on the
part ‘of the Ford workers, other
auto workers in the vicinity and
just about everyone els¢ in De
troit.

As soon as the strike was of-
ficially called a set of demands
was presented publicly to the
company, outlining the chief
points for which the strike was
being fought. These were: bar-
gdining rights, the establishment
of a shop steward system; full
sehiority rights; the abolition of
the spy system and the service
department, .a ten cent hourly
wage increase, and the reinstate-
ment of all fired workers.

For the first two days of the
strike, however, all union pub-
licity on these demands was
couched in very vague terms;
it was impossible to determine
whether the union demanced a
signed contract embodying the
demands, or merely an oral

. agreément.
'The Ford officialdom adopted

meet with or hegotiate with the
union,

The Ford company sent only
minor offieials and service de-
partment men to represent the
corporation in meetings with the
state and Federal mediators.
Harry Bennett confined 'himself
to hurling wild charges of a
plot “to take over the Ford fac-
tory, destroy the plant and wreck
the government.”

DEMANDS WATERED DOWN

On Friday, out of a clear sky,
the union leaders issued a state-
ment in the form of a letter to
Governor Van Waggoner and
Federal Mediator Dewey, outlin-
ing a new set of union propos-
als.

These consisted of: Recogni-
tion of the union for its mem-
bers in the Rouge plant; that the
company establish standards of
wages and seniority, and handi-
ing of grievances, which are part
of the union’s agreements with
General Motors and Chrysler;
the details of the agreement to
be worked out in joint confer-
ence within a week. Then this:

“Upon acceptance of the
above points, operations in the
plant to be resumed with rein-
statement of all strikers and
all workers discharged.”

The new set of demands were
obviously a step backward from
the original demands and re-
duced the stake for which the

Empire Is

Shut

Down

Over the weekend, fortunately,
the pressure of the many mili-
tants on the scene put a little
more backbone into the wunion
statements, and once again now
we hear talk of a signed contraect
and a return to the original set
of demands.

The union’s strength is so
overwhelming'; the Ford men are
so fired with fighting spirit; the
auto workers throughout the
state are aroused to such a fur-
ious pitch! Harry Bennett does
not -have access to manpower of
any - significance with which to
start a “back to work” move-
ment. Powerless and impotent, he
can only wait, snipe at the union
and try to gather together his
badly dispersed forces which
were so' thoroughly erushed in
the first major engagement.

NEGROES IN THE UNION

Even Ford’s ace-in-the-hole,
the Negro workers, have become
union forces. 1500 of them rve-
main insid® the Rouge plant. But
that’s all. All of Ford’s years of
effort to form an anti-union
army of Negroes, for which he
spent hundreds of thousands of
dollars in propaganda, have fail-
ed. This immense mass movement
drew them in and thousands have
joined the UAW-CIO since the
beginning of the strike and many
are out every day on the picket
lines 8ide by side with thé white
workers.

The crew of petty-bourgeois

men on the picket line were

sitting tight. They . refused to

fighting.

the last to straddle the fence be-
tween Ford and the labor move-
ment, were soon so alarmed at
the size and strength of the
strike movement that they were
forced to back down, The Detroit
edition of the Pittsburgh Courier,
anti-union and pro Ford all dur-
ing the Ford drive of the CIO,
lost its grip on the publié opin-
jon of the Negro community of’
Detroit.

The doctors and lawyers among
the Negroes called a meeting un-
der the auspices of the Plymouth
Junior League, the NAAUP and
the leading Negro churches, The
overwhelming majority of the au-
dience; comprised of workers,
howled down Albert Cleague, of
the Plymouth Junior League,
when he tried to throw the blamé
for the situation on the CIO. That
neeting revealéd the cleavage be-
tween the masses of Négro work:
ers and the petly bourgeeis ele:
ments of the race.

Emil Mazey, recently defeated
President of the Briggs Local in
Detroit, has been placed in charge
of the Negro Division of the Ford
drive. Special Negro literatureé
is be!ng distributed throughouit the
Negro districts of theé city, point:
ing out the need for solidarity of
all races in the struggle for jobs,
decent wages and working condi-
tions.

Harry Bennett is attempting to
gather a new strikebreaking army

tor Company, he is trying to
buy an afmy of thugs of sifficient
strength for ati effective back-to-
work movement,

In this nefarious scheme he has
the aid of the American Federa-
tioh of Labof, which has set up
an “Organizing Headquarters.”
William Green is répeating his
séabbing on the Geheral Motors
strike, when, he wired Governor
Frank Murphy &t the efiicial mo-
ment of the megotiations, demand-
ing the corporation not sign with
the UAW-CI0, Ofi Friday he wired
Governor Vah Waggoner demand-
ing that the rights of his non-ex-
istent' AFL workers be protected.

Hotner Martin, who was driven
out of thes labor movement by
the auto workers, became a paid
agent of Ford, negotiating as re-
presentative of the Ford Motor
Conipany with union committees
on grievances now suddenly turn-
ed up as official head of the AFL's
Ford “organizing drive.”

DETROIT AFL PROTESTS/

This brazen act of treachery so
incensed the local AFIL. member-
ship that Frank X. Martel, Pres-
ident of the Detroit and Wayne
County Federation of Labor, was
forced to wire Green and every
singie member of the Executive
Council of the AFL to demand
that Martin be removed. By Fri:
day Gresn reluctantly withdrew
Martin's credentials, and appoint-

At Last

Murphy spouts his fink program
every day on the radio.

The AFL top hierarchy is today
committing the blackest crimes of
its foul career.

But in spite of the services of
the AFL, Bennett and his service
department’s back to work move-
ment is thus far bereft of all re-
sults.

UNION GROWS STRONGER
The UAW-CIO gains in mem-
bership every day. The statement
of an assistant organization di-
rector of the drive that “there
aren’t many more members to
sign up at Ford" is no exaggera-
tion.
The CIO called a mass meeting
of Ford strikers at the state fair
grounds Friday night. In spite of
a heavy downpour of rain, some
20,000 Ford workers thronged the
huge Coliseum.
The AFL foolishly attempted to
do likewise With a meeting Sat-
urday, and drew an audience of
from 300 to 500 people at most,
mostly Ford Service men.
THE MAIN DANGER
This is a solid strike. It is en-
thusiastically backed by the over-
whelining majority of the workers
of Michigan. The auto workers all
over this area will come out if
nacessary and fight the strike te
a finish, In view of this unprece-
dented solidarity it is safe to say
that the main danger right now

ed John Murphy to take the helm

together. Utilizing the huge fin-

Negro “leaders” who tried up to

-antial resources of the Ford Mo-

of the strikebreaking attempt.!tempt to smash the picket lines

does not lie in the company’s at-

with a head-on back-to-work at-
tack.

THERE IS MUCH MORE
DANGER OF THE FORD
STRIKERS BEING TRICKED
OUT OF THEIR GAINS THAN
IN BEING WHIPPED.

To give the greatest amount
of morale to the strike, and to
provide the Ileadership with &
transmission belt into the heart
of the ranks, many locals are de-
manding that a broad strike com-
mittee of Ford strikers be set up
to meet and set policy from day

to day. They are also demanding

that the union stand absolutely
pat on the original minimum de-
mands, and that this strike con-
tinue until Ford signs his name
on a written contract.

A step in the right ‘direction,
reflecting the pressure for a voice
on the part of the broad mass of
strikers, was taken Monday by
the calling of departmental meet-
ings of the Ford workers,

Through these meetings the
voice of the Ford workers must
make itself heard loud and
clear, so that the spirit and the
wishes of the men on the pick-
et lines make themselves felt
at the conference table and the
deepest wish of the men is
fulfilled: that the great Ford
strike continue solid and strong
until senile old Hank comes
out of hiding and puts his sig-
nature on a signed contract

with the UAW-CIO.

Acting at the direct instigation of Mayor La Guardia, the |compelled La Guardia at that iime
New Yerk state legislature on April 2 passed what the New York |to accept a compromise settlement
Times (April 4) ir ank]) called
This bill is designed to help break the im-
pendmg June strike of 27,000 TWU- ClO workers on New York

whereby the entire contract was
continued pending any court deci- .
sion invalidating any. section.
Such a court decision has not been
given, La Guardia is now selzing
the opportunity afforded by expir-
ation of the present contracts on
June 30 for an attempt to smash
the union on the subways.

In recent months La Guardia
and the Board ol Transportation
have brazenly violated the union
contracts with increasing fre-
gquency. Wages of hundreds
of transit. employes were 7ve-
duced; other hundreds were fir-
ed. The Board has refused to pro-
mote unlon men in line with the
agresments. Seniority provisions
have been flouted. Vacancies have
been left open or filled with non-
unien political appointeds.
Diseriminatory wag'e rates have
been maintained against women
ticket agents, who are paid as low
as 39 cents an hour, 11.2 cents
less than men doing the same
work.

The Board has declined to ne-
gotiate in good faith with the un- "
ion on hundreds of daily griev-
ances.

Since unification of the subway
lihes under the city, the members,
of the Board of Transportation
have received $5,000 yearly salary .
increases over their former $15-
000 salaries, .

UNION CAN WIN

The TWU is confronting a
powerful coalition of the city and
state governments, backed by the
Wall Street bankers and the boss
press. Nevertheless, the TWU can
assure itself of vietory in the com-
ing showdown, with the suppoit
of the millions of workers and
the trade-unionists of this eity.

To incredse and maintain this
suppert against the anti-strike
propaganda of the officials and
‘the daily press is the chief prob-
-lem”4f the union.

UNION DAILY NEEDED

A consistent hard-hitting public-
ity campaign becomes increasingly
important as the crisis approaches.
Perhaps the most effective way
in which the workers and the
public in general can be reaclied,
particularly as the climax of the-
struggle nears, is through a daily
union bulletint to be sold and cir-
culated on the streets, This will
enable the TWU to answer the
poss lies as soon as they are ut-
tered. In addition, the city's work-
ers will be able to make contri-
butions for the paper and thus
give direct material aid to the
strike.
The vdlue of such a daily union
strike paper was demonstrated
during the famous 1934 strikes of
the Minneapolis teamsters. Dur-
ing these strikes the Minnesota
boss press raised the same howls
about “public interests” as the.
New York press is now doing. The
teamsters’ daily paper, The Organ-
inzer, served as the chief means
in rallying the workers of Min-
neapolis behind the teamsters’
battle.

LABOR UNITY NEEDED

Part of the problem facing the
TWU in. gaining the support of
the workers is to overcome the
friction which has existed be-
tween the TWU leaders and the
Hillman-influenced unions. These
differences should not be permit-
ted on either side to interfera
with support of the subway work-
ers,

The Hillman-influenced local
CIO Unions, including the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers, the
Retail Clerks, ete. ete., represent
perhaps the most powerful sec-
tion of the CIO in New York Ci-
ty. These tens of thousands of
devoted and militant union men
and women would be an invalu-
able aid in the TWU subway fight,
and every effort should be made
to gain their active support.

In addition, serious efforts
should be made by the TWU to
gain the active backing of the
AFL workers and union locals,
such as the teamsters, ladies gar-
ment workers, longshoremen, ete,
The rank-and-file of these unions
are militant and progressive.
Given an adequate understanding
of the TWU’s position, the city’s
AFL workers will undoubtedly
give the subway workers thelr
full backing. o
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How The Workers Shut Down Ford’s River Roug

A Simple But Effective

Strategy Closed The Plant--

And Kept It

Closed -

DETROIT, Mich., April 7—The immediate incident which
precipitated the Ford strike was the discharge of eight union
committeemen in the rolling mill of the River Rouge plant. At
3 p.m. Tuesday the 6,000 men in the rolling mill stopped work

to protest the discharges.

The discharges were a deliberately planned provocation by

the Ford management,

In the past two weeks the UAW had won bargaining rights
and -shop concessions in department after department by means
of its militant sittdown strikes. Thousands of Ford workers were

daily joining the union.

The Ford system of slavery and naked terror was on the
skids. The formerly cocky and bullying service department,

Harry Bennett's brass knuckle
brigade, was being reduced to
helplessness by determined com-
mitteemen backed by the solid
support of their departments.
The billion-dollar empire which
Ford had kept hermetically seal-
ed from unionism for 38 years,
was now crumbling and toppling
under the blows of the UAW-
CIO0.

FORD CHANGES STRATEGY

The Ford management had
originally planned to stall for
time indefinitely. But after the
"events of the last two weeks it
felt it could not afford to waste
a day if it was going to be able
to smash the union.

The NLRB vote was due. That
meant that in about 60 days the
Ford workers would vote to de-
termine a bargaining agent. Ben-
nett himself conceded the CIO
would win. Ford, judging by the
rapid growth of the union during
the two weeks before the strike,
feared that in 60 days the union
would be absolutely invineible.

: If he waited for a vote, Ford

would not only give the CIO time
to grow more and more power-
ful, but would suffer the addi-
tional onus of the CIO winning
a decisive majority in the vote.

Ford therefore decided on im-
mediate desperate action to wreck
the union in a showdown fight.
His agents were ordered to pro-
voke a fight, The eight commit-
teemen were fired.

HOW FORD RECKONED

If the UWA would strike, Ford
still thought his service depart-
ment could wipe a strike out in
Dblood. Or if the union didn’t fight
Dhack against the discharges, then
the union was finished.

When the union committee in
the rolling mill tried to negotiate
the case of the eight men, the
company refused to meet with it.
The company would meet with no
one about anything.

The rolling mill stopped wait-
ing. The showdown fight with
Ford was on its way.

Governor Van Waggoner of
“Michigan immediately called to-
gether his state medialion board,
and rushed to Detroit in an at-
tempt to setile the fight. James
F. Dewey, “ace” mediator of the
conciliation service of the Depart-
ment of Labor, was rushed to De-
troit. 5

Dewey

and Van Waggoner

rushed around from the company
to the union in fruitless negotia
tions. The company was absolutely
adamant. Bennett announced- that
the eight men would never work
at Ford's again.

THE TACTIC OF 37

Meanwhile the union men in
the River Rouge plant took hold
of the situation and showed what
the workers can do when the de-

strike spread through the depart-
ments like a prairie fire.

The UAW workers used the
tactic so skillfully applied in
the 1937 sit-down strikes. They
began in the best organized
key department, where there
was, the largest number of
trained ‘and loyal union men.
Gathered together and semi-
armed with clubs of wvarious
kinds, they marched through
the huge plants and gathered
support, closing down l'depart-
ment after department.

The' best organized departments
were shut down first, and as the
army of union men grew bigger
and more powerful, when they
were at full strength, they march-
ed into the tool room, where some
backward and timid workers were
located. - Here the union army
forced the scabs and stoolpigeons
to leave, and the department was
shut down.

ALL WHEELS STOP!

Those who marched out of the
plants, upon learning that there
were still some departments run-
ning, marched right back in and
spread the word and, incidentally
took care of any company agents
who were trying to stop the walk-
out by strong-arm methods.

In a few hours, this effective
tactic had shut down the River
Rouge plant as tight as a drum.

The killing pace of the produ-
tion line had been slowed to a
dead stop. The murderous speed-
up was ceased., The whip-hand of
Harry Bennett was now fleeble and
powerless, and the fortress of
fear and intimidation was humb-
led. The great myth of Ford's
invineibility was washed away in
the great sea of union solidarity.

Bennett now began howling for
“state, troopers to clear the ille
gally seized plants.”

Wednesday 12:15 A. M., fully
nine hours after the orviginal dis-

turbance in the rolling mill, the

®

cisions are left up to them. The |

A group of Ford workers, massed at the foot of the stairs leading to one of the over-passes -

into the River Rouge plant, cheer the news tha t the Ford Motor Company strike has officially .
begun. Several of the workers are wearing the fa mous United Automobile’ Workers (CIO). caps.

top union officials, unable to get
into the plants or meet with the
company, confronted with the
newspapers playing up the red-
scare statements of Harry Ben-
nett and storming about “illegal
geizure” of the plants, were fin-
ally forced to take action. An of-
ficial strike was declared at that
hour and all workers ordered to
leave the plants. Great parades
of UAW workers marched oqut of
the River Rouge plant singing
“Solidarity.”
FORD’S PLAN

The Ford Service Department,
and Ford's equally private army,
the Dearborn police, prepared

‘their forces for a bloody settle-

ment.,

Harry Bennett confidently put
a notice in the papers ecalling
upon workers to report for work
in the morning *“as usual.”

Ford’s ‘“service” men got
to smash the union forces in a
decisive battle in the morning; it
was routine fo them . . . they
would do in Ford what Girdler
had accomplished in Little Steel.
They were all set to wipe out the
CIO in blood.

THE MILITARY PROBLEM
SOLVED BY THE STRIKERS

But some of the UAW-CIO mili-
tants in Detroit had previously
studied the difficult military prob-
lem presented by the peculiar
geographical conditions at the
sprawling Rougu plant, and ' by
the presence of a trained army of
five thousand service and
they had worked out a Stl'ateg}’
to cope with the situation.

Here was their problem:

The Ford plant resembles a
fortress-island, surrounded by
an ocean of roads. No struc-
tures of any kind surround the
main portions of the huge

men
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River Rouge factory, all of
which lies within Dearborn,
Ford-controlled municipality: .
For over a niile along Miller:
Road is the plant, and on the
other side of the road is ‘the big
private parking lot which is
the property of Henry Ford.
The situation is similar on the
side entrances, Schaefer Road,
Dix Road and  Rotunda - and
Airport Drives; .
Half the Ford workers come to
work by private autos, which are
parked in the company parking
lot across from Miller Road.
Others use the buses and street
cars whic]i'park directly next to
the overpasses on Miller Road So
that workers step. directly from
bus and street car onto the over-
passes, ’ : :
Obviously with 5,000 armed gun-
men, prepared and .trained 'fof-
violence, supplemented by 'tpe
Dearborn city police, Jand parti-
cularly in view of the lack of un-
ion preparation and organization
for a strike, the union would have
to pay a heavy price in wounded,
and even in death, to stop the’
scabs, stoolpigeons and the Serv-
ice Department. _
Taking these facts into con-
sideration - a- strategy was
worked out, based on the exper-
jences of the great General
Motors strikes and the Toledo
battles of previous years in the
fight for auto unionism.
"Experienced strike leaders knew
how to defeat the. movement of
strikebreakers entering in cars:
by the combined use of the great-
ést militaney and mass picketing,
and a blockade of the roads with
automobiles. This kind of block-
ade « slows up the cars ar-
riving in the vicinity: of the
plants, and they are at the mercy
of the massed pickets. It scatters
the police force, and gives strik-
ers a command of the situation
based on superior numbers.

WITH MILITARY PRECISION!
Such a plan was used at River
Rouge.

The moment the Ford w{ork-
ers marched out of the plants?
they were told to report to
union headquarters. Barricades
of automobiles were set up; at
Eagle Pass and Wyoming Ave-
nue, commanding entrance to,
the vicinity from that side; at
Miller Road and Airport Drive,
at Schaefer Road and at Dix
Road. These barricades blocked
the main arteries leading into
the Ford fortress.

Later the pickets took control
even of the drawbridge, owned
by the county, thus preventing
delivery of supplies by water ‘on
the River Rouge.

At each place from 30 to G0
cars were parked bumper to bum-
per, forming an impassable barri-
cade, and supported by throngs
of hundreds -and thousands of
pickeis.

FORD’S PLAN RUINED

As 6 A M.
| proached, the hour the morning
shift reports for work, the serv-
ice men were waiting at the gates
of the plant in full force, ready
for action, and bristling with
arms, :

They waited and waited, but no-
body came.

Nobody could get {hrough the
| barricades to the plant gates.

| manded by picket squads

Wednesday ap-

ment, trained for a decade in
the ‘art of smashing unions,
prepared- for almost a lifetime
just for this crisis—this most
powerful strikebreaking priv-’
ate army in the world found it-
self outwitted and beaten by a
simple ‘and effective strategy.

. By 6 A. M,, all the entrances to
the vigcinity were blockaded by
barricades and the area was com-
each
numbering from several hundreéds
to.several thousands, armed with
pipes;” baseball: bats, clubs, and
most of all armed with a grim
determination to finish with Ford

and’ to win a victory.

SOME DELUDED WORKERS

Most of those. who. reported, for
work and found the strike in pro-
gress reported for, duty at the
strike hcadqum‘tler_s, uthleljs turn-
ed around and went home, others
immediately 'joined the picket:
lines, But about 2,000 Negro work-
ers, who had for months been
pumped full of anti-union propa-
ganda by Ford and' his agents.
and who had been threatened and

Jintimidated into support of the

Ford anti-union policy, who had
gotten into the: plant before the
barricades were formed, charged
out of Gate 4 and precipitated s
battle with the pickets. These
men charged three times at the
pickets.

In the first charge, made from
both the ground level gates and
from the overpass the strikebreak-
ers, armed with iron bholts, three
foot steel bars, hammers and
wrenches,” started a freefor-all
battle. )
They were driven back by the
strikers. at the cost of many in-
jured. Once again the scabs
charged. And again they  were
driven back., After the third
charge, they gave up the fight
and retired inside the plant. The
union suffered 36 injuries in this
battle,

That was the.last large scale
battle. After that no one gol
through the now fully formed bar
ricades.

ORGANIZING THE WAR

When the whistle blew for work
to start . River Rouge, the
biggest plant in the world, the
Hell hole of the auto industry, lay
silent and lifeless as if it had
been abandoned for a hundred
years.

The life of the Ford workers

Report Roosevelt
Sending Troops
Into Dearborn

Reports that Roosevelt is
preparing to send federal
troops to Dearborn, Michigan
are given .credence in the,
April 7th New York POST
story-on the Ford Strike.

Maureen. McHernan, POST
staff correspondent, writes as
follows: :

“One more thing—the re-
ports of arrangements for
bringing U. S. troops here
(Dearborn) are partly correct.
Some ‘stand-by’ orders have
been given, and the troops
could be moved immediately if
_the present calm should be
succeeded by viclence.”

The Ford: Seryice Depart-

@
i
Start Eating

Those Words, Hank

We know old Henry TFord
has a lot of worries these days,
what with the River Rouge
plant shut down by the United
Auto Workers (CIO). But we'd
like to intrude on his troubled
moments just long enough to
remind him of his &tatemem
to the .Associated Press a
month ago.

We quote the interview as
reported n the NEW YORK
TIMES:

“WAYS, Ga., March 8‘ (AP)
—Henry Ford said today tha'
he believed unions were ‘los:
ing ground’ and that he had nd
intention of recognizing them
as bargaining agencies for em-
ployes of the Ford Motor Com-
pany.

“‘We 'do not intend to sub-
mit'to any union . ..*"

Those are mighty tough
words to eat, Hank, We sug-
gest you chew them 60 times
before you swallow them.

wag not inside, being sapped and
sweated out of them for Henry
Ford. The life of River Rouge was
now centered at 9016 Michigan
Avenue, the union’'s strike head-
quarters,

With the giant now still as
death, the strike began organizing
itself for a long battle,

Local union leaders from dozens
of the local unions poured in and
offered their services. Experienc-
ed men who had captained pickef
lines before were sent out to or-
zanize the picketing. When they
reached them, however, they found
everything under control. Lead-
ers had sprung up from the ranks.
orders were given, jobs assigned,
order maintained, and the Ford
union was already functioning on
the picket line. -

Two huge strike kitchens were
set up, one on Schaefer Street
and one on Fort Street, and be-
gan serving up thousands of sand-
wiches.and hot food, delivered by
truck to the strikers.

A publicity department went
into action with a special Negro
paper and later a daily strike bul-
letin. Radio brcadcasts were ar-
ranged eight times a day,

A hospital was set up with a
full staff of nurses and doctors,
at the DeSoto local’s headquarters
near the Ford strike headquarters.
Special ambulancés were put into
service.

The local union leaders who im-
mediately, came to the aid of the
Ford strike brought with them
their union loudspeakers and
sound cars which had not seen
mueh use in recent times. The
Briggs, Dodge, 'DeSoto and West
Side and other locals sent their,
loudspeakers over, and they all
blared away with up-to-the-minute
news and directives.

INSIDE THE PLANT

Those inside the plant, number-
ing about 2,000, including many
who had just been hired during
che previous week for strikebreak-
ing purposes, were now in a pan-
.cky fear. They had no food, the
huge fortress was shut down . . .
1l was not as Henry had told
them it would be. Now they fear-
ad the anger and hatled of the
union men.

Druank and armed to the teeth,
they drove around inside the
gates in Blitzbuggies intended for
the army, and in new Mercury
cars, with mno oil in the cars,
wrecking them in a drunken orgy
born of panic and excitement . . .
and being paid $8.00 a day by
Bennett for this work.

By this time the UAW-CIO
had complete control and was
the sole policing force of a 10
mile area in Dearborn sur-
rounding the River Rouge
plant, with pickets, wearing
the UAW overseas-type cap,
directing traffic.

In solidarity, UAW members at
the Budd Wheel and Murray Body
plants, working on Ford parts.
downed tools and ref{usféd to work
on material for Ford.

The Teamsters Union, AFL,
pledged the UAW-CIO it would
not move materials to Ford for
the duration of the strike.

| MAYOR DEMANDS TROOPS

The Ford fortress was besieged.
Dearborn was in the control of
the UWA. And the Dbosses and
their political agents began to
howl.

When the capitalist police and
Ford thugs had beaten up union

men in Dearborn for wearing a

4

!

-

workers who have closed down
for the first time-in history.

Henry Ford’s greed, cunning and cruelty are visibly
stamped on his face, in the ‘expression of his narrow eyes and
tight, thin lips. The “Flivver King’s” 35-year reign of industrial

_tyranny is being smashed by the militant strike of UAW-CIO '

Ford’s huge River Rouge plant

union button, or
piece of union literature ., .
was “law and order.”

passing out a
. that

over control, kept order, with per-
fect discipline . . ., that was “an-
archy.”

“Dearborn this morning is the
scene of flagrant disregard for all
rights of citizens,” said Mayor
John L. Carey of Dearborn, howl-
ing for troops, What about the
bloody beatings of union organ-
izers? — those were the good old
days, when “good government”
reigned and the mayor said noth-
ing. '

Governor Van Waggoner was in
a tough spot. April,7, a.few..days:
away, would be election day, with
many important state, county and
municipal posts at stake. He was
afraid of too openly taking strike-
breaking action. He moved into
the Statler Hotel, and conferred
constantly and furiously with
Dewey, who had flown to Detroit
with instructions to get the Ford
workers back to work.

The mediators darted from
what company officials they could
contact, to the union, and ‘back
and forth again.

“TRUCE” IS CALLED

The UAW had so completely
taken control, they were so ob
viously victorious in striking the
plant, that the company agreed
to a “truce.” -
The agreement provided thal
ricades, allowing traffic to resume.
while the company agreed not to
operate the plant during negotia-

500 men were now stationed at
every entrance to the River Rouge
plant, wd
It was an historic sight never
to be forgotten by eyewitness-
es on that sunny Thursday
morning. It was an inspiring
and unforgettable thing to see

But now, when the UAW took

THE GOVERNOR'S DILEMMA'

the union clear the roads of bar-

tions, Picket lines of from 50 tc

the huge humbled giant of a
plant, and the thousands of
laughing, cheering victorious
pickets, freed from the tyranny
of Ford—the symbol of all the
enemies of labor.

An historie sight . . . the long
expanse of Miller Road, usually
buzzing, now quiet -and dead; the
Ford plant like a huge monster
asleep, not moving a muscle; cars
parked right under the mo-park-
ing signs as though in mockery
of the little pseudo-Fascist admin-
istration of Dearborn; some strik-
ers even parking: their cars in the
private parking lot, 0ld Hank's
private reserve. The whole road
with the apperance and the spirit
of a Mardi-Gras, a great holiday. =

‘Thousands of cars, dedorated With

streamers and UAW posters and
signs, slowly ecruising back and
forth, loaded with pickets "'who
poke out their heads, and cheer
and joke and laugh with the
squads of marching pickets at the
gates, '

THE SPIRIT OF ’37!

At the same time there is a
certain grimmness in the air , . .
picketing goes on despite the fact

‘that Ford has pledged not to re-

open the plant while negotiations
continued. These Ford workers
are smart. They do not trust the
word of Ford or Harry Bennett....
they know it would be kept only
if they continue to show ‘and use
their organized power.

For the first time:sinee the Gen-
eral Motors strike, huge picket
lines appear in auto, Here again
is the enthusiasm, the self-confi-
dence, the unmatched courage of
1937. R

Here, once again, is a body
of tens of thousands of aute
workers, unorganized yester-
day...but already proving
that they are going to make
some of the best men in the
mighty ranks of the United

Automobile Workers of Ame-

rica.
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N'egro Struggle

By ALBERT PARKER

=
Pickens Gets the Booby Prize

The most disgusting article of the month by
.any Negro was the one by William Pickens in
‘his column for AN.P. “Views of the News.”

In it Pickens complains that during a recent
speech someone in the audience asked a question,
Arying to discover how he explained the fact that
the most outspoken cnemies of the Negro people,
the Southern Congressmen in Washington, were
like himself violently in favor of the passage of

- the Lénd-Lease Bilk

Pickens attempts to dodge the question by pok-

'_‘f‘ing names and jibes at the person who asked the

. question. This is easy to do, for it is true, as
Pickens says, that because your énemy stdnds
for one thing, you do not necessarily and aitto-
matically stand for the opposite,

But still, when your enemy says the same
thing as you about something that conterns your
. fate, it is nécessary to stop dnd think about it

Tand figure out why, Maybé hé is wrong in taking
~that position -— and ofi the other hand, mayhe
you are.

But Pickens does not do thia, Instead, in order
to justify his stdnd, he latnchés into .4 defehiss
~ of the Jim-Crow, poll-tdx, lynch-mob 16vErs Who
sit in (‘ongless as mprésmtalnes of the South!
He says:

“Without the almost solid South Bshifd o%F

. defense movement§, the President would hever

have been able to malkeé shy progress with that

fhovement. The southerners ate Amevieatis, ahd

it happens to be thal they arve Américaii nett to

the Negro American himsélf. The rest of the

country is largely Buropean and of other mbrée .
recent foreign origins . . . The southefner i3 4

muth older American, on the whole, than are the

whites of the rest of the land,

“When it comes to an internafional problem,

- the southern whites and the b]ﬂcks._ if they use

their heads instead of their gall bladders, are
most apt to agree together. In defense of America
the Negro, when he thinks, will be second to no-
body, and the whites of Texas and South Carolina
will be second to mo white people. There is no
great room for differences; the southern whites
want to keep their national freedom and their
rights — even their rights to keep trying to keep

_the Negro down. And the Negro wants to keep
" his American rights — his rights to fight like

the devil against being kept down. Under Hitler
or any foreigner, both of these Americans would

lose their good American rights — for the for-
eigner would keep BOTH of us down — wlute
‘and black.

Vhat does all this blather of Pickens mean"
Thls garbage about the Southern Negro haters

il ‘being the best Americans? This bosses’ argument

ahout the Northern and Western -Workers, who '

“hate War, being of “thore recent foteign origins,”
‘being aliens and so on? This fear that the South-

ern ruling class that oppresses the Negro people
may lose its rights 1o oppress them? This false
posing of the problem that if you are opposed
to helping England win the war to control the
450,000,000 colored people now under its heel, you
are automatically in favor of hdaving Hitler win it?

It means that Pickens is so bankrupt in his
politics and his defense of the war plans of the
Roosevelt government that hé hds to throw over-
board everything he has been saying for thé last
25 years, There is no other way to account for
his defense of the Southérn Bourbons and his
veiled attacks on the progressive workers in the
North., And there is no better example of our

“contention that you cannot at the same time log-

leally be for the war and against the institutions
which the war is intended to preserve. Only those.
who oppose the war can effectively fight for fall
equz_zllty for ‘the colored people. )

In the last six months Pickens has written
far more words in defense of the war plans of
the government than he has written against the
Jiin Crow system the government upholds, he
has written far more against Hitler than he has
written against Bilbo.

And he is the man whom so many people, Jusf
a few months ago, were pushing forward to re-
¢eive the Spingarn medal for having contrlfmi:ed
moré than any other for the advancement of the
Negro people!

In his article, Pickens atfempts fo deride the
pérson who asked him the question by telling the
story that “Booker T, Washington used to tell
about the old colored man’s politics in ‘Récon-
struction’ da}*a The old man would go down to
the town square, before election'times, and lean
against the telegraph poles and listen alyly to the
talk of the white people, to hear how they in- -
tended to vote, and when asked about that inter-
est, he explained it thusly; ‘Well, you seg, I'm
tryin’ to find out how I must vote, and when
I learn how the white folks is goin” to vote,
I know that I must vote agin’ it.'”

Pickens. tells 'the story, not only to sneer at
his questioner, but also to ¢neer at the old man
in the story, who doesn't have his education and
his standing as a “leader.” y

But thé old man, in my opinion; had a better
grasp of politics; instinetive as it was, in his left
foot than Pickens had in his whole body.

* * *
Help Publish Our Pamuphlets!

We wish to répéat our appéal of last week
to readers of THE MILITANT. Our party is pte-
paring to issue three badly-heeded b‘sﬁ(plﬂets'
the fitst on “The Negro In The Wit,” by Eiigehe
Varlifi; the second ofi the straggle for jobs in
the wﬁr industries; the third, a basi¢ dnd cot-
préhensive work, explniﬁihg the progtith for tie
feal emancipation of the Negro peblﬂe.

The only thihg Holding is up is the money.
If you want to see thousands of Negro wotkers
feceiving and reading this literaturé that will
hélp to clarify théir views atd brifig them ovér
to the militant stfuggle fof équil rights, yoii
shiGuld contribute a8 muth as you cah afford-=
from a quarter to 4 $10 Bill- )

Send all contributions care of Albert Parket,
116 University PL, New York, N. Y. 4

 (Blacklist) Books, ete. The sea-

- In thé bast few yéars, the séi:

14t régimentation.
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tee's chairman:
the Committee, Jan. 15, 1941.).

portant facts vindicating the
Marxist analysis of contempor-
ary capitalism, The reports and
‘hearings depicted the concentra-
tion of American industry into
hugé monopolies, the centraliza-
tion of owneérship ih the hafids of
a few faiilies, together With the
; pauﬁe‘ﬁzé’ﬁo’n of Iarg'-é sbetions of
the prolétarisat.

WEALTH CONCE’NITRATIO\I
DESCRIBED BY COMMITTEE
In 1937, 477 828 co:porallons re-
ported to thie Biireau of Intérh-
al Revefiie. Of these, the 394
la:gbst corpotrations owned almost
5% of all corpordte addets, al-
though théy constituted less than
110 of 1% of the total’ number
of reporting corptrations,

Fdr manufacturing industries,
the figures are very revealing.
“Although central office estabiish-
menis were only 3.8% of thé to-
tal in 1937, they employed 51% of
dll-wage earners. paid 55% of the
total wage bill, produced 61% of
the value of all manufacttred
products, and accounted for 56%
of tHe total value added by manu-
facture.”

_In addition to the above, a De.’
partment of Commerce study afi-

By BERNARD FORREST

In April, 1938, Congrcss established the Temporary Nation-

al Economic Committee to investigate the concentration of. eco-
homiic power and the nature of America’s economic ills. After
three years of hearings :md investigations, the comrmtlce has re-

Unfortunately, the committee began its work as the New
Deal was placed in its grave. Today, with the War Deal trium-
plmnt no one takes the report seriously. Not even the commit-
. Little attention is likely to be paid for the
present 1o what we' n"n) offer” (Sendtor O'Mahoney's Speech to

Nevertheless; the hearings uncovered a great number of im-

of all I,he Lul\e Suoe: ior jron ore
résevEs Ti' 19_%’: (HE two Targest
companies ahlp‘ped_M% of all ore
from the 1eg1mi\_(T\!E(‘ hearings,.
Part 18; Page 10425).

The ten la:gest companies own
88% of: the funds’ invested 'in the
iton and’ steel industry. U. S.
Steel alone has 40% of all the in-
vestéd eapital ‘and produces ap-
pr 0)(1]’11311‘.1‘\{' that ‘proportlon of the
industry’s total routput. Next in
orider is Bethlehem with 15% of

ployed in flota.uon\of stock and
bod issues from July, 1936, to
Dec. 1938, Of the. 70, four firms
acted in  69.79% of the tofal
amounts issued. Likewise, the sev-
en leading firms certified 52.95%
of all findncial stdtements filed
Wlth the SEC in 1‘3‘3:

The figures on the a@istribution
of income dare even mote reveal-
ing. In 1935-36, dbout 2% of al
income réceiving units including
persons, partnership, etc., in. the

the invested captal and steel pro-

U. S. had incomes over . $5,000,

\1,80; manu{actmed_p.oduct.s. For
one-half of the 1,807 products, thé
leading four manufacturers ac-
courited for 75% or more of the
total U. 8. output. About .a quar-
ter of all the products were i‘o_‘und'
to ‘be ext.remely'_ concentrated,
While low concentration appeared
i only about 5% of the cases. :

In 1938, 20 cofhpanies in -thé|Der mined
petrbleum industry owned eight|"

The copner

Anabonda :

dlaction. The: other eight compa-
fiies’ mnﬂo int siz.e from 2% .
8% of ‘the tutal ‘invested camtal
{Hoanngs, Part 13 p. 10408).
nu‘]uslry follows
suit: In 1915, thwa companies —
Kenneoott and Phelps.
Dodge == prody od 27% ot all cop-
he: U S In 1937

ductign was 537 of -all crude,
theit storage 94% of all crude.
They owned 75% of all refinery

all gasoline.

0il pipe-line niileage in the U. §.
The oWneiship and contiol
these pipelimes are the key to
monbpoly in the infustry.

THE STEEL AND IRON
EMPIRES GROW LARGER
Steel dnd iron ore present the
same picture, About 85% of the
iron ore supplied for commercial
use for the past 30 vears Nas
comé from the Lake Superior

alyzed a cross-section sample ot

area. U. 8. Steel alone owns half

billibn @ollars of irivested capital, |
two-thirds of thie total capital-in:|
vestéd in the mdustry 'i‘helr pro-

capacity, and produced 84% of
Only 16 @ottipatiies
control 96% of the gasoliné pipe-
line mileage. Fourteen companies
control 89% of the total erdde

of

_-'Tﬁe above facts present the sit:
udtion in. four,
Similar conditions exist

nomy, excepting agriculture.

SOME FIGURES ON
‘THE BANKING MONOPOLY

Commission, in a &tatistical ie-
lease déited. Mirch 7, 1941, stated
that 377 investinent banKing firmse
h#d participations in unferwrit
ing sectiiity issues. Five firm§ un-
derwrote 22.4% of the total num-
ber. Five firms managed 52.5% of
the fotal amotuint of issues.

In a release dated Feh. 21, 1941,
in connection with the McKesson
and Robbins case, thé S.E.C. re
vealed that 70 accounting firms.

out of 750 in-the U. 8., were em-

.basic ‘industries:
in the
major branches: of American eco:

The ‘-‘.ecuritles and Bxchatige

while only 1% had incomes over
o| $10,000. Neariy 70%; on the other
hand, received less than $1500 in
that year, and almost a third re-
ceived less than $750..

Of the 192,028 eorporations
which in 1937 reported incomés
248 — or 1'10 of 1% — tiad 40%
of the-total net incorne tlhiat wag
.| reported by all.

WHO GETS ALL

Tms MONEY?

y Tq whom did these profits go?
Actording to the capitalist propa
gafdists, industry is owned now
by eéverybody, and profits go tb
the poor widows and orphans. Th(
fdets are: 75,000 persons, less
than 1% of all American corpor-
dte stock-holders, receive one haif
of all the dividends paid in this
c'ourm v TFurthermore, within
the dividends- -réceiving group, one
fotirth of the ]E‘m]}mﬁftﬁ received
fiibre than three-fourths of the di-
didends paid, dand 11% réceived
dpproximately two-thirds (TNISC
Monograph No. 29).

In 1937, the 20 largest shire-
holdings, in the 200 largest cor
borations, accounted on the aver-
dage tor nearly a third of the vot-

ing &tock. In 40% of the corpora-

WASHH\GTON
sist to the effect that'

tion of seamen.

Rep. Dirksen of Illinois, appeats
ed,
thern oie by Rep [zac, calling

commercial ships.
With talk of the imminent
there is 4lso a revival of schenes
for compulsory entollment of sea-
men in the Né#val Reserve; the
establishment of exclusive Gov-
ernntent Hiring Halls, the insti-
tution of Continuous Discharge

men may very well become the
first body of organized labor in
the tountry to undergo the “éx-
periment” of large-scale govern-
ment regimentation,

men’s ufiions havé midle gréat
steps forward; obtaining the clos:
ed shop froin the bverwhelming
majority of shipbwnefs thrdigh
the Union Hiring Halls, boosting
wages to a living standard, ini-
proving working conditions aboard
the ghips.

In fact, conditions for workers
ih the maritime industry are now
dt about the highest point in their
history. All these great gaing of
the Season stdnd ther peril; how-
éver, of being Wiped out at oné
blow by Governmeft regimefita-
tion, in one dégree br another. So
tar, the seamen to a man have
resisted every attempt, every hint

STALINISTS PAVED WAY

In the days of the ‘“People’s
Front,” when Moscow was flirting
with a Washington alliance, the
{acksys of Stalin in the leader-

ship of the N’ational Maritime
Union (CIO) carried out a policy
of goverfiment cooperation which
threatened fo hacten regimenta-
tion. Curtan and Company gdve
their consent to the séetting up of
the uni~v-busting Maritime Com-
mission hiring halls; ordered the
NMU membership to accept the
fiotorious Copeland Fink Book
#nd endorsed the Maritime Coin-
mission Tink Training program.

At that time it was the mili-
tant Sailors Union of the Pacific
which gave the lead to sedrhén on
all cbasts by militant pickéefing
and the thredt of tiéups which
eventually forced the registration
policy of the government -to be
withdrawn.

Now, with the increasing involv:

The Seamen Face Regimentatlon

And The F Ight Agamst It Is Not Atded By Patrwtic Sppeclies

D.C— Reports in government circles per-
mierchaht vessels fiecessaty for the transpor-
tatidn of materials vitdl to the war program are soon to be re-
quisitioned. Along with these reports there is a revival of activity
in the halls of Congress for legislation leading to the regimenta-

The bill known as H.R. 2662, presented by the notoriots

to have been temiporarily shelv-

ut numerous other bills are making théir appéarance, among

for the withdrawal of l;cen‘;es

from “subversive” elements among the radio operators aboard

requisitioning of catgo ships,

ement of the United States in the
second World War, the threat of
gove:nment regimentatlon is once
moré looming big. The Commun-
ist Party hacke it the leadérship
of the NMU have changed their
“ling” in accord with the Krem-
lin’s conclusion of the Stalin-
Hitler pact. They are now agsinst
the capitalist “democracies” and
consequently Curran, Meyers and
Co. can play the role of “mili-
tants,” until thé mext turn i#
Mostow’s forelgn policy.

The uhdnimious protest agaitist
thé uhion-wréckitg provisions of
thé Dirksen Bill Nas utidoubtedly
caused the shipowners and thair
allies 'in the government to re-
treat for the time being from go-
ing through with the scheme as
originally p]anned

FALSE UNIDN TACTICS

The Dirksen B:ll hearingd also
revealed a dangerous tendency on
the part of the union representa-
tives to buy immunity from regi-
mentation for their organizations
by wrapping themselves up in the
faghionable cloak of “patriotism.”

For Joe Currin to say “No un-
prejudiced person could for a mo-
ment believe that we are unpatri-
otic . , . our etitire history is one
of great patriotism” is quite un-
derstandable. After all, he was
only reverting to type, like thé
“Pebple’s Front” Stalin staoge he
is. If covering up the infamy of
the Copelind Book is “patriot-
fsm,” if okeying thé MAritime
Commission halls is “patriotism”
-+ he has, indeed, got a long re-
cord as a patriot .

It was surprising, however, to
find Harry Lundeberg of the SUP
going in for the “patriotism” fad.
F‘m lie, togéther with the rest
»f the SUP, havé hddl 4 16ng ex:
périence in fighting the “patriot-
ism” of Curran, Bridges and Co.
and should know that it covers
up only betrayals and sell-outs o
the seamen.

“We firmly beliéve,” Lundeberr

said 4t the above-mentionied Hear
ings, *‘that this country, its Cons|

| titution and its’ form of govern-

ment dre far superior to any other
country in the world.” That
sounds deal like one of Harry
Bridge’s speeches in 1936. As in
Bridges' case, Lundeberg's seemed
to be an attempt to appease the
goVernment, to gef a break when
they start to crack down on the
unions, to play the role of “100%
Americans.”!  Only Lundeberg
went even further, for he said:
“In dealing with the subject
of siibvérsive e¢lements, Con-
gressman Dirksén did not men-
tion the Nazis§ AND THE
CbMMUNISTS as subversive,
We'll go him one better. The
Unicm 1 rei:resént al’tﬂ i:hé sed-
opposed ‘l:ti atiyone following
dnd atiyotie péfidling 4ny of
Joe Stalin’s or Adolpl’s phofiey
doctrifies herémin thé Utiited
States or e¢lsewhére. We aré
probably moreé in fdvor of get-
ting rid of these distiipters
than anyofie elsé i the coun-
try; éte., ete.”
LUNDEBERG IS MISTAKEN!
Ddes Lunfeberg hope, by coupl-
ling Commtitiists With Nazis, by
joining in the witch-hunt dgainst
thie misguided rank and file follow-
ars of the Stalinist party; to save
tHe SUP and the sedmien in the

|organizationis He représents from
the fanger of régimettation?

It is not by dcétdent that Dirk
gen did not menition “Nazis and
Communists" as suboersioé in hig
infamou§ Bill. He, together WwitH
every other war-mongering capi:
talist politician, intends to duh
every militant uniof §edmen who
stands§ dp for his rights as “sub-
versive.” '

Moré thail that, these people in:| .=

tend to smear all thosé tunion-
thinded seamén who resist regi-
mentation and stand up for the
conditions they have won in bit-
ter struggle as “Communists” and
even as agents of the ‘“Nazis”!

It is undoubtedly a necessary
job for the union td ferrét out
finky Fascist or Nazi rats from
their organizations. It is undoub-
tedly necessary for the union to
expose to broad daylight the un-
fon-wrecking intrigues of the Stal-
inists in its ranks.

ﬁut, to give reactiondries in the
government like Dirksen an op-
portunity. to incorporafe actions
against “Communists” or even
1gainst Nezid, in a Bill dealing
with conditiohs affécting seamer

and their whtk, means giving the |
Dirksens & knife with which to

cut-thé union’s own: throat. - The

‘job of c‘leanin out, Nazi finks and

| T—

of combating ‘tHe Stalinists i
then ranks is a job for the unior
men to do themselves. "In ih¢
hands of the Government, such a
“job” can easily become a wea
pon to be used for the regimenta
tion of all seamen.

MILITANCY STILL THE WAY

If Lundeberg thinks that by go-
ing in for patriotism and for the
tashionable red-hunt he can get
the tnion seamen exempted from
bsing dubbed as subversivé, he is
making a grave mistake.

A bill has been proposed in
Congress which calls participation
ih a strike in an induStry or
on any vestel efigaged ifl “nation-
al défense” Work not merely sub-
vergive, but outright treason! Con-
'''' of . California,
sponsors tlns bﬂz which ealls for
25 years imprisonment for any
§triker, and the death penalty in
cdse a cdsualty resulfs from the
strike.

These people are not going to
ask whetliér the striker in question
thinks tha United States govern-
ment is Stiperiof to that of any
other colifitry ih the world, nor
whéther he follows the doctrines
of Joe Stalin. They are out to gét
labor bound and gagged, so that
their capitalist masters can grind
théir profits unhampered from
the war machine.

The long-stand'ng, militant tra-
dition of the SUP will not permit
the union, we trust, to travel
along this road to class collabora-
tlon and fuin. The SUP reésisted
regithentation in 1936-38 by mili-
tant struggle. That is the only
way also for the future.

| 2.2%

4 evlvanid,

The United States?,

A Government Body Descrlbes Monopoly Domination Of Our Lives

tiond, control was held either in
one family or in a small group
of families. Filteen of the 200
great corporations were controlled
(openly) by three families (the
DuPonts, Rockefellers, and Mal-
lons); )
THe concentration of cohtrol is
éven miore evident ffoin the fol-
lowing: On thie boalds in 1937 of
the 200 largest non-finaneial and
the 50 largest financial ecorpora-
tions, there were 3,544 director-
ships, and these posts were held
by 2,725 individual directors.
There were 83 directors holding
four or more directorates.
In 1937 the gross s'.;avings of ap-
proximately 318,000 non-financial
corpordtions amotinted fo $2,860,
000,000 andl 30% of {hése grogs
savings were n-ade by only 210
corporations. The corporations
with assets of $1,000,000 or more,
though they constituted less than
5% -of -all the corporations, ldid
aside 88% of all the savings made
by the entire group.

SAVE YOUR MONEY
IF YOU CAN!

Individual savings dre 11l\ewise
the property of a very small group
at the top of the pyramid. In
1936, the bottom third of the na:
tion went into the red to the ex-
tent of $1,207,000,000, and the
middle third went into debt for
$252,000,000, The top third, on the
other hand, saved $7,437,000,000.
To piit this in a11othe1 way, if
the whole pooulation were divided
into equal numerical groups of
2,750,000 each, the top 10%, with
incomes over $4,600 saved $6%
of the total savings while the sec-
ond group, with incomes ranging
froth $3,100 to $4,600, saved 12%
and the otlier 29 of savings were
decounted for by the rémaining
30% of the population.

As a matter of faect, in 1938-39
those with incomes of more than
$5,000 a yedr, cohstituting only
of all consumer units in
the country, were able to save
more than $5,000.000,000 or one
and one quarter billion in excess
4f the total savings of the 97.5%
who received less than $5,000 per
yvear (Monograph No. 3, TNEC,
pp. 6 and 7). P
The government is openly aidihg
‘he trend toward concentration.
‘n the period from June 1, 1940,
‘o March 1, 1941, “defense” coh-
‘racts amounted to $13,343,000,000,
Four states -—— California, Penn-
New Jersey and
New Yoik — recéived  38.79%
These four states, with two addi-
tiohdl states, received 52.69% of
contracts. In fact 81.44% of the
total went to only 15 states,

“The geographical concentra-
tion, however; i8 the least signifi-
cant aspect of the defense pié-
ture. An analysis of the contracts
shows an even more amazing eco-
nomiec concentration, for approxi-!
mately 45% of all contracts were
awarded to six closely interreldt-
éd corporate groups. Moreover:
according to the statément of
Chester C. Davis, .a mémber- of
the National Defense Advisory
Commission, to the Conference of
SoutHern Governors in New Or-
leans on March 15, 1941, 62 com-
panies or_ interrelated groups re-
ceipted 80% of the total.” (Final
Report).
GOVERNMENT SPEEDS UP
TREND TO CONCENTRATION
The committee knows what
causes the evils of capitalism.
Senator O’Mahoney in his Janu-
ary 15 speech stated

“Qur economic ills arise from
the fact that in the modern in-
dustrial world fmen do n6t and
cannot own the tobls with
which they must work. Thus
we have seen develop a societly

URGENTLY NEEDED
TO AID A REFUGEE
FAMILY ®

Kitchen Table and Chairs
ther Furniture
P:llows Linens
Dishes and Dish Towels
Pots and Pans
Knives, Forks, Spoons, ete.
Curtains and Cnt‘petmg
0il Cloth
Clothing fot Girl (10 yrs old)
Clothing for Boy (4 yrs old)
If you have any or all of
these items which you are able
to contribute for the did of
this refugee family, kindly
communicate at once with
THE MILITANT
116 University Place
. New York City

composed of persons who,
though  théy are politically
frée, aré ecofiomically depend:
ent, persons who are unable to
provide themselves with work
hecause the tools of industry
can only be produced and
owned by large groups or or-
ganizations which can control
the huge accumulation of cap-
ital, the huge plants and the
resetves of raw materials
which are today essential.”

That is a round-about way of
admitting 'that the primary con-
tradiction of capitalism is the
private ownership of the social
means of production. That con-
tradiction can never be solved un-
der capitalism. To establish the
soecial ownership of the means of
production it is nécessary that
the workers.take power #nd es-

Histadrut In
Its 20th Year!
- In Palestine

By JACK WEBER

Internationalists feel a bond with every group
that expresses itself in the aceents of laliok, Out
sympathies go out all the more readily when
an oppressed people like the Jews are involved:
We have noted with interest that the Palestiné
organization of Jewish labor, the Histadrut, is
now celebrating its twentieth anniversary. .

ization that we speak a common language. Berl
Locker writes in Jewish Frotitier: “The Jewish
working class in Palestine, however, is to a very
large extent self-made; it has come and continues
to come into existence by the purposeful resolve
of masses of youth in the Diaspora to change the
basie conditions of life of the Jewish people by
becoming workers in Palesting... Bécoming a
worker is for them the fulfillment of :a gireat
mission in thé history of their people..:It is
this ideal (of work) which inspires them ‘in the
daring attempt to create the nucleus of a new
economic and social order in the midst of 4 world
built on the eonteption of personal advantage as
the dominating drwmg force of economie ‘incen-
tive and success.

Good! Here is the desire for a socialist so-
ciety based on the labor of all. Counting the fam-
ilies of wotkers, Histadrut embraces in its mem-
bership forty per ceht of the Jewish population
of Palestine. Thus we deal, not with any small
Utopian group on the order of a Brookwdod
Farm -or what-not, but with an authenti¢c mass
movement, Here we will not raise any question
about its accompl:shment nor even about the
posmblllt‘y of bmldmg socialism in ohe country
and that country Palestine.

Our attention is drawn, inh common with
everybody’s the world over, by the Second Im-
perialist War which is affecting Palestine very
directly. We note that the Jewish community
has hailed with delight the release of the fifty-
three youth who had armed themselves for self-
defense in spite of the efforts of the British Gov-
ernment to keep them unarmed. Britain now
would like the help of these same youth, this tlme
with arms; so it releases them. .

Simultaneously, the seeretary of Histadwrut,
Remez, addresses a Jewish unit that is being
sent to join Wavell’s Army and asks them to re-
member that they will be “fighting shoulder to
shoulder with Britain in the ecause of freedom
and democracy”. Shertok, head of the Jewish
Agency tells us that “the issue of the participa-
tion of Jews from Diaspotra eountriés in the war
effort alongside Britain, has not yet been
dropped.” That is, the formation of a European
Jewish % jon. How does all this jibe with the
ideal of Hastadrut?

Britain Is No Friend Of Jewry

We must ask a few questions. Is Churchill in-
terested in Palestine in order to permit Histadrut
to build socialism? 1s, he even faintly interested
in a homeland for the Jews? What countty can
we blame most of all for hindering the develop-
ment of both Jews and Arabs in Palestine—if
not England! You propose to fight for Churchill’s
democracy: that is for capitalism but, far worse,
for an imperialism that refuses any kind of de-
mocracy to half the world’s people. Is India so
far off that you cannot hear its voice demandmg
freedom from that self-same democracy you pro-
pose to defend?

The youth inh Palestine have come from every
corner of Europe. They had to flee from the most
unbearable conditions, not only in Germany and

. Austria but in Poland before Hitler took it over

and in all the so-called democratic countries. Do
you absolve England from having, with all its
imperialist policies, maintained these conditions
in Burope? Who credted post<war Europe in the
first instance? Was.it Hitler or Lloyd Georgé?
And finally as to Hitler himself, who gave him
aid? You are far too intelligent not to know that
Churchill would as soon support another Hitler
in Germany than permit the workers to take
power there.

What are the aims of Churchill and of Roose-
velt too‘? Will they set up, if they win, another
Polahd Is that what you defend? Of coursée you
will fell s that you don’t pﬂ:poSe to defend im-
petialism and its purposes. You want to defend
the future of the Jews in Palestine. The trouble
is, however, you are not undér labor’s orders but
under Churchill’s, Least of 41l can you defend
your future that way! Fof the future holds in
store the sweeping away of all imperialism and
with it, all that clings to it.

What you Zionlists say to Churchill is virtual-
ly: “Charchill, we will put ourselves at the dis-
posal of British imperialism if you will just let
us go on with our purpeses. You may do as you
please with the rest of the world but help us in
Palestine.” That is the obvmus contradiction into
which you fall the moment you support, under
whatever fialse guise, British “democracy”. That
means that you become so absorbed in the singlé
problem of Jewish emanecipation that you fail to
think thiough the entire question correctly.

Jewish emaneipation, and the sweeping aWeiSr
of anti-Semitism which Palestine alohe, as you
ddmit, eannot possibly solve, is bound up with
the sweepihg away of all imperialiém, the faseist —
type and the false-faced demoeratic which will
soon turn its authentic hideous face to the world.

You are correct when you séek salvation in .
labbr. But you must seek it not merely.in Jewish
labor in Palestine. You must seek it through
giving aid and tying the Jewish movement to the
world’s working class.

Only the proletariat can emancipate all the
oppressed thru the proletarian revolution. Your
“leaders” like Remoz and Ben Gurion afe play-
ing power-polities. They should study more care-
fully the fate of the Russian Revolution to seé
what happens when the Historic inter ests of the
proletariat of the world are sacrificed for an ap-

tablish their own state. "

parent temporary “realistic” pdin. You must
break with such leaders. :

It would seem from the aims of this organ~
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PROGRAM FOR TODAY'S FIGHT

1. No union figleaves for govern-
ment strikebreaking. Demand that trade

. union officials resign from all posts in the

government, including the OPM and the
National Mediation Board.

2. Organize the picket lines for all-

out militant defense against the thuggery
/ of company hoodlums and government
cops.

3. Organize Union Defense Guards
to protect the picket lines and union halls
against ‘law and order committees,” and

" all other anti-labor bands.

4. Call an immediate halt to all acts
of hostility between the AFL and CIO
which serve the bosses’ strikebreaking.

5. Demand the unification of the

. AFL and CIO on the basis of preserving

and extending the industrial form of or-
_ganization.

6. Independent working class politic-
al action. Build an Independent Labor
Party.

7. Expropriate the war industries
and operate them under workers’ control.

, _

‘

Stalin's Latest Pact

The American Stalinist leaders are basking
comfortably in the praise which. the “democratic’
bourgeois press is bestowing upon Stalin for his
treaty of “friendship and ‘non-aggression” with
Yugoslavia. Class-conscious workers, however, will
not join the “democratic” capitalists in that chor-
us of
is reactionary to the core.

- In every country the Stalinists are shouting for -

a “peace alliance” with' the Soviet Union as the
way to salvation for that country. If anyone need-
ed to be convinced that a treaty or alliance with
the Soviet Union cannot bring peace to a country,
the Yugoslay instance should be sufficient.

The Yugoslav government entered into such a
“peace alliance.” The ink on the treaty between
Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union was hardly dry
when the German army marched into Yugoslavia
and thus demonstrated the helplessness of Stalin’s
“peace policy.”

Previously the Stalinist press had blamed the
plight of Bulgaria on the fact that Bulgaria had
failed to turn to the Soviet Union. Yugoslavia did
turn to the Soviet Union and that didn’t save her.

. The Stalinists accused Bulgaria of extending the
war by permitting German occupation. Taking
* “extending the war” in that same sense, did not
Yugoslavia extend the war by forbidding the same
~ kind of occupation? The simple truth is that,
© whichever way Bulgaria or Yugoslavia turned,
* they would have been drawn into the war.
: It is that simple truth, true also of every other
- country, which must be understood by every work-
er. No country and nobody. can escape this all-
“-enveloping war. The way out of this war lies not in
pacifist illusions but in a cléar understanding that
~in this epoch of universal war and militarism all
questions will be solved arms in hand. This war is
an imperialist war on both sides. Freedom for this
world can come only when the workers take the
power into their own hands and then wipe fascism
off the face of the earth. Instead of furthering this
proletarian military policy, the Stalinist “peace al-
" Jiance” policy spreads confusion and pacifist il-
, lusions. :

Furthermore this, Stalinist policy obscures and
covers over the imperialist character of this war.
Having preached the policy of “peace alliances,”
the Stalinist press, not only in Russia but here has,
perforce, praised the “peace alliance” Yugoslav
government for its desire to remain at peace. To do
so, however, the Stalinist press remains silent about
the definite British and American orientation of
the Yugoslav government; remains silent about the
fact that the struggle of the Yugoslav government
against the invasion is not a separate war but is
inextricably a part of the larger battle between the
two imperialist camps. By the logic of the Stalinist
line, the Stalinists must now support this particular
sector of the imperialist war as a progressive war—
while in Greece the Stalinists are committed to a-
policy of condemning Greek participation in an
imperialist war!

And what will Stalin do to help a peace-loving
people? In-the treaty he promised to continue a
policy of “strictest friendship” toward Yugoslavia
in case of an attack by an aggressor. But if the
Yugoslavs try to lean on that reed, they will find
it weak indecd. _ :

“fhe pact with Yugoslavia, like the note that

praise, for the Stalinist policy in question

Stalin sent to Bulgaria several weeks ago chiding
that country for permitting German occupation
and the Moscow-Ankara neutrality declaration, in-
dicate Stalin’s fear of Hitler and his hope that by
these indirect and cautious moves hé might help
in staying Hitler’s hand. These moves in no sense
mean that Stalin is preparing to come to grips with
Hitler. Today as throughout this period, Stalin

“seeks at all costs to keep out of the war. His bur-

eaucratic regime has wreaked such havoc on Soviet
industry and the Red Army that he fears the test
of war above all else. Stalin aims only to save the
Soviet bureaucracy and its privileges. He incarn-
ates that bureaucracy and its narrow outlook.

Not from the Kremlin or its foreign apparatus,
the Communist International, will come the neces-
sary inspiration and leadership to show the Balkan
peoples the way out. The Balkan peoples require
the Soviets which Stalin has extirpated in the Sov-
iet Union. The Balkan peoples require the revolu-
tionary internationalism which Stalin has out-
lawed. The Balkan peoples require the perspective
of the Socialist United States of Europe which
Stalin works against. ;

Instead of these, Stalin offers the Balkan
peoples “peace alliances” which are not worth the
paper on which they are written. Far from hinder-
ing Hitler, Stalin’s policy only serves everywhere
to confuse and disorient the workers who alone
can destroy Hitler, Hitlerism and the capitalist
system which breeds fascism and war.

.

The Ford Strike

The known facts clearly indicate that the Ford
strikers are in a position to wrest from old Hank
an excellent contract, signed, sealed and delivered
to the union, including union recognition, a ten
cents an hour blanket wage increase, the shop
steward system and other grievance machinery,
and the abolition of the Ford spy and “service”
department. 4

Only one thing should determine the nature of
the settlement in such a strike: the power of the
strikers and their union. That power, as the dram-
atic but soberly factual stories we publish else-
where in this issue demonstrate, is definitely suf-

'ficient to force Ford to sign a decent contract.

The main danger, as our Detroit correspond-
ents report, comes not from anything Ford can
now do, but from the susceptibility of Philip Mur-
ray. and the other CIO leaders to government
pressure in favor of Ford. This danger is height-
ened by the bureaucratic method by which strike
policy is being determined. :

There is no broad-based strike committee, di-
rectly representing the strikers, and through Which
the strikers can at every moment indicate their
firm_determination to win a solid victory. There is
grave danger that the Ford strikers will be con-

fronted by a poor settlement negotiated on top -

without consultation with the strikers. The strik-
ers will then be asked to endorse such a settlement
under conditions where, if they don’t’like the set-
tlement, refusing it will appear as a repudiation of
the official strike leadership. In a word, the settle-
ment negotiated at the top will confront the strik-
ers as an accomplished fact.

If a broad strike committee existed, such an
eventuality could be avoided. The negotiators, re-
porting back constantly to the strike committee
without whose ‘approval no pgint would be em-
bodied in the agreement, would arrive at a settle-
ment which the strikers would then not only en-
dorse, but which they really would favor. The dif-
ference between a formal endorsement and genuine
approval would not exist if there were such ‘direct

connections between the strikers and the negotia-

tors.

The Ford strikers need no period of “fatherly”
instruction from Philip Murray! They made this
strike, they made it successful, they closed the
plant and kept it closed, and they know what they
want. Murray is able to talk to Harry Bennett
thanks only to the power of the Ford strikers.
One might have argued before the strike that the
fledgeling local of the UAW-CIO at Ford needed
parental guidance. But this fledgeling has grown
to be a giant which had the power to shatter the
Ford Bastille!

The Ford workers won their spurs for all time
a week ago Wednesday—and they should be al-
lowed to be the masters of their fate.

FDR On “Cooling Off’

Not the least of the privileges of the President
of the United States is that he may not be quoted
verbatim unless he explicitly permits it. In addi-
tion, his secretaries advise the correspondents who-
attend the White House press conferences how to
handle the remarks of the President—advice which
1s rarely disobeyed.

In the light of these facts, workers can under-
stand the following paragraph in the Associated
Press story of the President’s press.conference last
Tuesday, 'a paragraph buried well down in the
story:

“His comments included: that the labor situa-
tion is working toward a law providing for cool-
ing-off periods before strikes can be called. Several
bills along this line have been introduced in the
Senate and House.”

This is Roosevelt's cautious way of letting the
right people know that he is in favor of this strike-
breaking procedure.

| I say

Plan For Federal Sales
Tax To Pay For War

i

Would Follow The Tendencyl In The States, Where Sales Taxes
Are Increasing Enormously, While Taxes On Rich Fall O ff

A scheme to place the cost of
the war directly on the workers
through a federal sales tax ;3 be-
ing projected by Blg Business
agencies and has important ad-
ministration support in Washing-
ton. d

The American Institute of Pub-
lic Opinion, popularly known as
the Gallup Ppll, has issued the
results of one of its “surveys,” in-
tended to convey the idea that

“public” sentiment now, favors a
“2 per cent Federal levy on all
gsales in order to help pay the
cost of national- defense.”

The poll was, however, heavily
weighted to reflect the sentiments
of the upper income groups, who
| represent only a small fraction of
the total population.

The Gallup Institute statement
contains a dead give-away on
where the “54 per cent” comes
from which favors a sales tax to
finance the war:

“Greatest approval of the
sales tax,” says the statement
of Dr. Gallup in the New York
TIMES, April 4, “comes from
the above the average income
groups. The typical voter in
these groups feels that the
adoption of a sales tax would
spread the taxation burden
more evenly, instead of placing
it largely on the shoulders of
the rich.”

“As might be expected,” ad-

mits the statement further,
“the greatest opposition to the
sales tax comes from the lower
economic levels. In those levels
the institutes reviewers found
the greatest number of persons
saying that ‘We have too many
taxes now,” and that a sales
tax would pinch the poor people
more than thé rich.”

SALES TAXES INCREASE

The move to place the burden
of the war on the workers
through sales taxes is in line
with the tremendous increase of
sales taxes in every state during
the past ten years.

A report of the Department of
Commerce, published in the New
York Times, April 5, discloses

while the workers have thus had
to pay more and more of the to-
tal taxes, taxation on property,
gifts and inheritances, which most-
ly affect the wealthy owning class,
have declined.

RICH TAXED LESS

“Whereas 1919 property taxes
accounted for 45 per cent of the
tota] state tax collections,” says
the government report, ‘“in 1940
this tax yielded only a little more
than 6 per cent of the Lotal state
tax collections . . .

“In alntost direct inversion,
sales tax'es, which were generally
unknown in 1919, furnished in
1940 as much as 40 per cent of
all collections . . . ” "

The Roosevelt administration is

that average per capita taxation
in the United States, has increas-
ed from $66 a year in 1932 for
all federal, state and local govern-
ments, to $109 in 1940. S

The greatest percentage of this
increase has been in sales taxes.

THE TIMES SAYS:

“‘Overshadowing in absolute
volume all other increases in
tax yields’ was a $£50,000,000
rise in general sales tax col-
Yections, the (Department of
Commerce) report continued.
The total sales tax yield was
$1,647,373,000, an increase of
11.4 per cent over 1939.”

The same report reveals that

preparing to extend this policy by
introducing a federal sales tax
to eat away the workers' meagre
incomes, already sliced down by

den taxes, state sales taxes, fed-
eral gasoline,~amusement and to-
bacco levies, and Zederal income
taxes on wages as low as $800 a
year.

The monopoly
.meanwhile,
“equal sacrifice” by getting huge
reductions in excess profits taxes
and billions in government war

corporations,

orders with huge guaranteed pro-
fits.

John L. Lewis Speech
Attacks MediationBoard

The following excerpts are
from the speech of John L. Lewis
on April 2 at the Tri-District
Anthracite Miners’ Convention at
Hotel I_lwse'velt, New York City:
L 2

If finance and industry are to
have a return upon their invest-
ment, if the tax laws are to be
set aside as to insure larger re-
turns upon investments, if billions
and billions .of dollars of the gov-
ernment appropriatibns are to be
given to selected groups or cor-
porations in this country, then
I can only say that Labor in
America, as I understand it and
ingofar as my words may influ-
ence it, will not forget thie basic
necessity of protecting its own
rights,

H & K

Day by day as one reads thé
financial and market reports, as
one reads articles of the economic
analysis, as one watches the price
trend and demand, we see this
constant increase in‘.commodit)r

tion from raw materials to the
finished commodities and articles
which go into the ordinary fam-
ily home. And under these cir-
cumstances, projecting our minds
into 1941 and 1942, it resolves it-
self down to our conclusion that
in the anthracite industry and in
the bituminous coal industry a
wage increase 'is indicated.

In saying that I do not wish
it to be interpreted as being
only a wage increase for the
anthracite mine workers or the
bituminous mine workers, but
that « that increase
is indicated for all Ame-
ricans who earn their bread
by the sweat of their brow.

FRCE
Certain individuals are trying
to create the impression that it
is the patriotic duty of all men
and women who work for a liv-
ing to cofitinue to work at any
wage and under any conditions
with. or without a union, as the

he may grow fat and have. his
girth increased with the fullness
of these government contracts un-
der his belt. We don’t think so.
® & F

- Certain politicians, mostly
from the South, where the De-
mocratic Party is in complete
control, have risen in Congress
and proclaimed that it is ne-
cessary to enact laws to take
away the right to strike or the
right to any freedom of action.
Let me say to any statesman
who holds those views that the
time is not here yet, and me-
thinks it will not come in Ame-

prices practically without excep-

employer may elect, as long as|

rica, when an act of Congress
may be passed that will make
indentured servants out of
45,000,000 American workers.

L

Another gentleman, a .small
town lawyer from Texas whose
name is Ratton Sumners, rises
in Congress and he proposes that
those workers who go on strike
shall be electrocuted . . . I don't
think it can be successfully done.
They would have to electrocute
tomorrow 400,000 bituminous coal
miners, and that would be some
job. Ar}d perhaps on. the 1st of
May they would have to electro-
cute 115,000 or 120,000 anthacite
mine workers, and if I understand
and know anything about the
mine workers, I can say, oh, boy,

4

what a job! In addition to that,
I doubt if there would be enough
tumbrils to carry these men to
the lethal chambers, and in addi-
tion- to that, who would drive the
tumbrils? There’s a point for you.
3

We are not going to follow
this new formula that seems to
have been discovered| by the
Mediation ' Board in Washing-
ton when they wire strikers to
go back to work and bust their
strike, and then come to Wash-
ington and mediate for the
remnants of it. The United
Mine Workers of America do
not mediate that way, and this
present stoppage will not be
settled that way.

The New York Times is

1917, namely, adopt the same

The “principle” that the

then “froze” the closed shop:
union men was not to be consi

Tmes proposes, the AFL and
paign will get nowhere.
proposal. And, unfortunately,

But there is a profound
union movement of 1917 and

of workers who were NOT in

are on' the way to complete org
ber, auto, aluminum, cement,

will never get away with again

1941 Is Not 1917!

—An Editorial—

engaged in an editorial cam-

paign for what it conceives as a simple solution to the pre-
sent strike situation. It proposes that government, employers
and the trade unions get together and repeat what they did in

set of “principles” then prom-

ulgated by the War Labor Board.

New York Times is primarily

interested in re-enacting from the 1917 code is that which

wherever the closed shop did

not exist no union was to demand a closed shop and, hence,
the employment of “non-union” employes side by side with

dered’ a grievance.

As Gompers, AFL head, agreed to surrendey any further
attempts to establish 100% union shops so, the New York

CIO heads should now agree.

We confidently predict that the New York Times' cam-

Yes, Gompers was a Judas who agreed to this employers’

there are still Judases in the

top leadership of the trade unions.

difference between the trade
that of 1941. When Gompers

agreed to outlaw the closed shop for all plants that did not
yet have it, he was giving away the rights of tens of millions

the AFL. The AFL was prim-

arily constituted by the aristocracy of labor in sheltered in-
dustries.. The as yet unorganized workers in the great mass
production industries bore the brunt of Gompers’ betrayal.

Today, however, the great mass production industries

anization. The workers in rub-
steel, are INSIDE the trade

union movement. Had they been inside when Gompers sold
them out the story of the trade union movement since 1917
would have been a very different one. Gompers and his kind
would have been driven out of the labor movement,

William Green and the AFL bureaucracy may repeat
Gompers’ betrayal, perhaps, but if the CIO top leaders do so,
they wifl precipitate civil war
could get away with against the craft unions, Philip Murray

in the ClIO:- What Gompers

st the great industrial unions,

An\d don’t think he isn't aware of that!

Wheré
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

war prices rises, a hundred hid-|

are sharing in this-

The Battle of Yugoslavia

It is quite natural for workers to get a certain
feeling of satisfaction at seeing Hitler bump into an
obstacle—even a minor one. Since his invasion of
Poland the arch enemy of the working class has had |
easy sailing, riding rough-shod over Europe, and was
stopped only by the English channel and the British
imperialist navy and air force. o

After Hitler knocked France out of the war, one
after another of the small Balkan nations capitulated
to him. Rumania was easy pickings and Bulgaria

'was still easier. It cost Hitler nothing to take over

these countries. Yugoslavia was to be next and Hitler
was satisfied with the course of events until the re-
volt of the officer caste of the Yugoslay army upset
his ealculations. He was compelled to use something
more than the war of nerves and diplomacy to achieve
his. ends in Yugoslavia.

Possessed of a certain tradition as fighters for in-
dependence the Serbian officer caste was unwilling
to surrender to Hitler without putting up some kind
of a struggle. The ease with which the Serbian offic-
ers succeeded in getting rid of the Cvetkoviteh gov-"
ernment, when that governnient signed a treaty put-
ting Yugoslavia under Hitler’s control, leads some
observers to believe that the palace revolution was
staged with the knowledge and connivance of the
Cvetkovitch government, and with the British playing
the leading role in the whole affair.

The theory sounds plausible but whether it is true
or not is unimportant. The fact remains that where-
as Hitler and the world in general thought that he
had Yugoslavia in the bag, he found himself con- .
fronted with the necessity of conquering that country
by force of arms. ¢

Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea

The very revolt of the Serbian officers shows how
the workers and peasants of the small nations are
given the dreadful choice by their governments of
either submitting to German imperialism or fighting
and dying for British and American- imperialism.

How easy it is to recognize the difference between
the nationalism of the upper class and the nationalism
of the workers and poor peasants! For the upper*

class Serbian nationalism is a means to guarantee ..

their exclusive right to exploit their own people and:. ?;"--,'

to rule over minority peoples such as the Croats and %

e

. Slovenes. The nationalism the workers and peas-
ants is based on their legitimate opposition to any
foreign exploiter and constitutes no danger whatever
to the workers and peasants of -another country.

Under present conditions the justifiable national-
istic feeling of the workers and peasants and their
hatred and fear of Hitler are utilized by the land-
lords and capitalists of Yugoslavia primarily for pro-
tecting their property interests. The Yugoslav army,
composed mainly of peasants, will be fighting and

i

dying to #8868 the preservation of 'a system that fur-. ¢

nishes them less than a bare subsistence.

In Yugoslavia as well as in Greece the champions
of capitalist democracy can look the —country over
with a microscope and find no traces of the democracy
for which they are fighting. The thousands of work-
ers buried in the Greek concentration camps because
they fought against their own tyrannical government"
are sure to answer with a shrug of their shoulders
if the favorite question is put to them whether ‘capi-
talist democracy is not better than fascism. But that
after all is immaterial to these champions; they are
not at all averse to using dictatorships for the pur-
pose of saving their own hides and their own some-
what demoecratic and comfortable existence. ‘

Assuming even that the Yugoslavs and Greeks
come out victorious in the war against Hitler and
Mussolini, the workers and poor peasants can look
surward to nothing but a return of the back-breaking
toil which characterizes their lot under the regime
of their capitalists and landlords. They cannot even
look forward to a victory of their own imperialism
because in reality their nations are fighting the
battles of British and American imperialisms!

If there is anything that is symbolic of the hope-
lessness of the position of the small European nations,
in a world dominated by a few great imperialist pow-
ers it is the suicide of Teleki the Hungarian premier.
In the hope of saving a slight degree of independence
for the cruel and vicious ruling class of Hungary,
Teleki decided to play ball with Hitler., But when the
latter demanded the right to send troops against Yu-

Hitler—and committed suicide. Thus did he proclaim
to the world that the ruling classes of the small '
European nations, caught in the struggle between im-
perialist giants, are completely helpless.

For Revolutionary War Against Fascism
To the workers and peasants of the small Euro-
pean nations, Hitler looms as their great enemy. The
“New Order” which he has procluimea as his aim
represents a new slavery for them—or better, an old
slavery under a new master. But to fight that enemy
effectively, so that he will be completely destroyed
without the possibility of being revived, a palate
revolution on the part of nationalistic officers favor-.
ing Great Britain is useless. The workers and peas-
ants of Yugoslavia, of Rumania, of Greece and of all
the Balkan nations can free themselves of the slav-
ery which will be their lot under Hitler in one way
and in one way only—by uniting their cfforts for a
struggle for a Socialist United S;tates of Europe.

. This cannot be done by fighting under the leader-
ship- of Simoviteh, who represents the interests of
capitalists and landlords hoping to achieve a degree
of ,independence for themselves by a victory of Great
Britain and the United States. It can be done only by
a government representing the Soviets of Workers
and Peasants of the Balkan nations, appealing for

 help 'to the workers and peasants of Germany and

France and other European countries. For the ad-
vanced workers and peasants of the small Balkan
nations the task is clear: the organization of a party

.of the Fourth International, a party that will turn

the struggle against Hitler into its proper channels.
To fight for the independence of their nations, to
fight for their social liberation the workers and peas-
ants of Europe must fight for a Socialist United
States of Burope. § i :

" goslavia by way of Hungary, thus involving that, ~7%
country in the war, the brave Premier decided to defyi..©




