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WORKERS ARM TO SAVE LENINGRAD

Leningrad in Danger...

Revolutionary
Policy Can

Bring Victory

; AN EDITORIAL )
“Leningrad is in danger. The imperialist wolf-pack is closing
in upon the city, Workers, understand what this means!
Leningrad is the second largest city and industrial district

in the Soviet Union. Leningrad is the hearth of the October

Revolution. The most glorious traditions of revolutionary strug-
gle cluster around this proletarian center. Here Lenin’s Bol-
shevik Party grew strong; here Trotsky led the insurrection and
the Russian Revolution of 1917 began; here the first victorious
banner of the Socialist revolution was unfurled.

Despite the degeneration of the workers’ state under the

Stalinist regime, these glorious traditions inspire the working

class of Leningrad. Once again, as in 1905 and 1917, the Lenin-
grad workers are rising and arming themselves to cope with
their class enemy. The outward signs of proletarian resistance
are visible in its streets. Barricades are going up. The factory
workers who constituted the Red Guard of Lenin’s day are
practising armed drill. As during ‘the Paris Commune and the
1917 revolution, working class women and youth are by their
side. The veteran combatants of 1917 are coming forward to
teach the younger generation how to fight.

This mass rising of the Leningrad working class is the
supreme manifestation to date of the resurgence of the revolu-
tionary spirit of 1905 and 1917. The proletarian power that

created the USSR now springs forth to save it form destruction..

The proletarian revolution within the Soviet Union ex-

-hﬁx{s«n’repremble vitality, ‘Adter all the . injuries: infijeted, by

Stalin’s regime upon the rem]utlonary proletariat, its living
forces well up in a mighty stream. Stalin, who disarmed the
workers years dgo, is now compelled -to rearm them. The Stal-
inist bureaucracy takes this step with misgivings, at the most
critical hour of its existence, in order to save its own skin. But
that does not lessen the objective significance of the act.

The arming of the people gives testimony that the workers’
state endures. Leningrad is not, like Paris and Brussels, ruled
by a powerful capitalist clique which could oppose the arming
of the people and their fight to the death against the fascists.
The workers have no selfish private property interests to protect
at the expense of others. The readiness of the Leningrad workers
to offer up their lives to save their city demonstrates that they
know they are defending, not the privileges of Stalinist bureau-
¢rats, but the nationalized property and other remaining con-
quests of the revolution.

The Stalinist regime fears the people in arms as the fore-
runner of new revolutionary struggles. But even more do they
fear the loss of Leningrad and further victories for the fascists,
which would endanger their rule from within and from without.
Under these compelling circumstances they have been obliged
to approve the arming of the masses. But they did not permit
the people to take arms until the danger was poised at their
heart. Until yesterday the Stalinist leaders took cover behind
empty optimistic assurances that everything was going splend-
idly at the various fronts. Now suddenly they sound the alarm
and call upon the workers to save them from the consequences
of their own ruinous policies,

The Stalinist leaders still refuse to release the staunchest
and truest defenders of the Soviet Union. Lodged in Leningrad’s
‘prisons are experienced revolutionists, military leaders and
party organizers, who helped save Leningrad when it was last
attacked by Yudenich in 1919. Foremost among them are the
Trotskyists. Their presence would strengthen the ranks of the
workers’ army as the presence of Trotsky rallied the Petrograd
population to repulse the interventionists over 20 years ago.
But no matter how the Soviet defenses suffer thereby, Stalin
fears to liberate revolutionary vanguard who would kindle
rather than quench the revolutionary ardor of the proletariat
and thereby pave the way for Hitler's defeat.

The Stalinist propaganda machine strives to conceal the
real character of this mass uprising. The people of Leningrad,
the Stalinists say, are fighting for “democracy against fascism.”
In reality, the workers are waging a class war against their class
enemy, continuing the armed struggle against the capitalist im-
perialists which ended with victory in 1921.

By suppressing the class character of the struggle, Stalinism
deprives the Soviet people and the Red Army of their most
valuable weapon. Hitler’s legions can be disintegrated and the
German workers and peasants aroused against him only through
a program of international proletarian solidarity and class
fraternization.

The masses of the UQSR lack the necessary class organs
through which to exercise their creative energies and mobilize
their maximum forces. . The Soviets, the trade-unions, Lenin’s
Bolshevik Party, the Young Communist League—all these in-
dispensable class agencies have been destroyed by the Stalinist
regime which does not dare to restore them.

THhese institutions must be reborn and resume their com-
manding place in Soviet life. The arming of the people is the
first step in this direction. The class in arms possesses power to
demand and to win the restoration of its political rights and its
democratic institutions. The Soviet proletatiat is in a position

(Continued on page 6, editorial column)

Kearny Plant
Taken Over
By th_g_!avy

No Assurance Given
That Union Demands
Will Be Granted

KEARNY, New Jersey, August
25 — The Navy Department to-
day completed preparations to
take over and operate the Fed-
eral ' Shipbuilding and Drydock
Company yard here, which has
been closed since August 7 by a
gtrike of 16,000 workers affiliated

\'g;ith the Indusgtrial Union ot
Marine  Shipbuilding Workers
(CIO). President Roosevelt last

Saturday issued the order to take
over the plant.

The union has voted to termi-
nate the strike. Plant operations
are expected to be resumed by to-
MOrrow.

‘While union officials expressed
the belief .that the government

would grant them the “mainten-|

ance of membership” clause,
which was the main issue of the
strike, Navy officials assigned to
manage the plant have given no
assurance that this would be the
case.

Admiral H. G. Bowen, technical
aide to Navy Secretary Knox, de-
clared on this point:

.“I was sent liere to operate the
plant under the terms of the Pres-
ident’s executive. order..l have no
further instructions since the ori-
ginal order from the Secretary of
the Navy.

“My instructions at that time
were to take possession of the
plant and operate it under thé
schedule of hours and wages
which were in effect before the
gtrike, with such changes as had
been agreed to by the labor un-
ions and the management. Sone
questions remain to be settled,
such as reclassification of work-
ers. That will require some
study.”

Roosevelt, prior to the issuance
of the seizure order, had at-
tempted to put pressure on the
strikers to accept the company's
terms and-ge back to work. He
addressed a letter to the union
last week declaring that: “The
importance to the mnational de-
fense of the production of ships
in your' plant is g0 much greater
than the point of difference be-
tween you and your employers
that I am asking you both® to re-
turn to work at once.”

The strike was provoked by the
company when it refused to ac-
cept a recommendation of the Na-
tional Defense Mediation Board to
include a clause in the union con-
tract which would require workers
who are members of or who joifi
the union to continue in good
standing in the union or forfeit
their jobs.

The union has returned to work
with no guarantees that it wili
now gzet this demand.

7500 Sign For
$Cannon As Mayor

: The New York City cam-
paign to place James P. Can-
, hon on the ballot as Trotskyist
:E Anti-War candidate for May-
$ or, reached its halfway point
» this week with a total of 7,500
signatures collected. This is
$ the legal minimum required by
2law to nominate a candidate.
§ Cannon is the only candidate
lE with a long and consistent
} anti-war record behind him.
s The workers, looking for an
answer to the war, are rally-
ing in increasing numbers to
the support of the Socialist
Workers Party in this cam-
paign.
¢ Four weeks remain for the
drive and. the New York local
has. pledged itself to a grand
total of 15,000 signatures.

1L 1o

All Fight to Defend USSR

Armed workers and peasants of the Soviet Union, like these shown in this radio-photo from
Moscow, have formed numerous'gueﬂ"illa detachments which are harassing and slowing up the
Nazi armies, cutting lines of commun.cations etc., and creating increasing difficulties for the

Nazis behind their own lines.

Tobin's

MINNEAPOLIS, Auguat 26—e—Thc

errorism Hit
By aneapolls Drivers

Tobin-employers-gov-

‘of other witnesses have offered

‘ernment attempt t6 smash Loca] 544-C1O motor transport work-

ers union, met with further reverses. this week as the CIO union
hammered away on its demand for  democratic industry-
wide elections to determine the choice of bargaining agency for
the truck drivers of this city.

A’ parade of ClO witnesses has appeared in the past two
days before the hearings being held by state labor conciliator
Blair on Tobin’s AFL-“544""’s petition . for certification as the
exclusive bargaining agent for all the local drivers. The CIO
witnesses — drivers from a num-9®
ber of different firms — gave tes-
timony to the tervoristic tactics
of Tobin's hoodlum “organizers”
in compelling them to remove CIO
buttons and sign applications for
the AFL outfit.

A seore of drivers appeared at’

a4 demoeratic election.

The claims of Tobin's agents
were knocked out completely
Monday night when over 1200
drivers packed the 544-CIO head-
quarters at the regular member-
ship meeting, in the largest turn-
out since the union disaffiliated
from the AFL Teamsters and
joined the CIO. At the last re-
ported AFL-“544" meeting there
was an attendance of only 56.

V. R. Dunne, 544 organizer, told

the membership that the local was

the hearings Monday to give dam-
aging testimony against the claim
of Tobin that his union represents
the Minneapolis drivers. Hundreds

to testify on Dbehalf of 544-CIO
and the desire of the drivers for

| contracts which

pre_p_al‘ed to continue the parade
of CIO withesses befove the hear-’
ings indefinitely,

“We'll keep Blair sitting there
and hearing the testimony of the
Minneapolis drivers, warehouse-
men, platform men and inside
workers until everybody in Min-
neapolis, by simply counting noses,
will see for themselves that the
CIO represents the workers in the
industry, and Blair will then have
to agree to an election,” said
Dunne.

Last Monday Local 544-CIO at-
terneys filed cliarges of unfair la-
bor practices with the National
Labor Relations Board against 43
transfer concerns and four cold
storage houses. Similar charges
had been filed previously against
17 wholesale grocery firms.

The CIO union has charged that
the representa-
tives of AFL-'544" claim to have

signed with a number of Minnea-

‘unions to give 30 days notice.

Masses Inspired

By Memories Of
October 1917

Kremlin Finally Compelied To Make Appeal
To Traditions Of The October Revolution
As Workers Rolly For Defense To The Death

O

Demurrers To
Be Filed In
St. Paul Suit

On or before Saturday, August
30, the legal staffs of both the
Socialist Workers Party and the
Local 544-CIO defendants will file
demurrers to the indictment ob-
tained against the defendants by
the -Roosevelt administration.

The demurrers consist of ap-
proximately 20 objections to the
indictment. Challenging the legal
validity of the indictment, soms
of the points attack the consti-
tutionality of the Smith Act, while
others contend that the indiect-
ment is too vague and uncertain,
giving the defendants no definite
idea as to the nature of the al-
leged crime.

- The date of” learing on the les
gal questions involved will be set
later on, If the judge sustains
the demurrers (and this is not ex-
pected), the defendants are dis-
charged with the government hav-
‘ing the right to appeal or obtain
a new indictment. If the judge
overrules the demurrers, then he
sets a date for trial.

polis employers are invalid, be-
cause they were signed while a
CIO petition for an election was
pending, in violation of the labor
relations code.

Conctiliator Blair held the first
coneiliation meetings Monday on
strike notices filed by 544-CIO
against four cold storage and ten
concrete  bloek  manufacturing
firms. The reactionary labor laws
of Governor Stassen contain a 30-,
day no-strike clause compelling

1500 Strikers Picket Gimbel’s

In the largest department store strike in the history of New
York 'City, 1500 employees of Gimbel Brothers continue for the
second week to maintain their firm and colorful picket-lines.
Undaunted by slanderous press reports, the strikers amplify
from day-to-day their humor-tinged barrage of stnke-pubhmty,
and are steadily winning New®

York public opinion to their side.

In addition to . picketing all
doors of Gimbel's store with
squads of seven, they have made
an especially dramatic weapon of
mass picketing. :

Assembling at the beginning
and end of the bhusiness day and
during the lunch hour all along
both sides of the giant store, the
strikers circulate in a long line
up and down on the side-walk,
chanting slogans that bring sym-
pathetic smiles to the faces of on-
lookers.

The particular target of their
gibes seems to be the multi-
millionaire, “Freddie” Gimbel,
who stands at a window high
above the street and . looks
down mournfully,

The strikers, fighting for a
5¢ an hour blanket increase,
and for a forty-hour, five day
week, turn out tirelessly, rain
or shine, and gleefully taunt
him. “Oh, FRED-die! You
can't take it with you!” they
sing out. And for variation,
“Freddie, Freddie, don’t bhe
naughty! Give your workers
Five-and-Forty!”

They parade -with dogs who
wear small sigus saying, “It's a

Dog's Life at Gimbel's, Too,”
while the pickets themselves carry
signs with mournful and woe-be-
gone dogs painted on them.

Other pickets dressed as coolies
carry signs painted in simulated
Chinese characters, proclaiming,
“Gimbel Workers ‘Demand an
American Standard of Living."

A horse-drawn handsom cab,
carrying two fashionably dressed
couples, gallops up and past Gim-
bel’s during the time of mass
picketing, with placards reading,
“Not of the 400, But of the 1500
Striking Gimbel Employees,” and
“Horse and Buggy Days Are Gone
Forever. Gimbel Workers Demand
a Living Wage.”

UNION SOLIDARITY

Other novel slogans on pickets’
placards read, “The Worms Crawl
In, The Worms Crawl Out,” di-
rected against the wealthy snobs
who occasionally cross the picket
line; “Guess what? I'm a working
girl! T was a SCAB today at Gim-
bel’'s,” showing a hefty ‘dowager
glowingly reporting to her pot-
bellied tycoon husband; and "Olr
yeah? Well your feet would be
like this too il you stood on 'em
all day like we do in Gimbel's"—
showing a pair of large, red, swol-

g bl o ks i:-:-é-'.";'ﬂl. s s

len feet.

The fine morale of these
strikers, going through the ex-
perience for the first time, is
something to remark about, as
is the solidarity demonstrated

* by the workers of such union-

ized stores as Bloomingdale’s,
Stern’s, and Hearn’s, who swell
the picket line during their off-
hours. Workers from Macy’s
warehouse join with the Gim-
bel strikers in. all-night vigils
at the Gimbel warehouse in
Queens, appealing - to truck
drivers not to haul merchandise
in and out of the warehouse.

Picketing contingents in motor-
cades have been dispatched to
other stores owned by Gimbel's
in Philadelphia, Milwaikee and
elsewhere. Two other New York
stores owned by Gimbel's, Saks-
Fifth Avenue and Saks-34th
Street, are also being picketed.

A number of New York’s de-
partment stores are already
unionized—among them Wana-
maker’s, Namm’s, Blooming-
dale’s, Stern's and Hearn's—
and their employees enjoy the
40-hour, five-day week and the
higher wage scale for which
Gimbel's workers are striking.
At Gimbel's the 45-hour, 5%
day week is maintained, with
most wages as low as $16 per
week. :

The United Departrent Store
Employees of Greater New York

(CIO) raised these demands ten
weeks ago when their old three-
.year contract expired. But for
weeks the company stalled the
workers along.

At that juncture the Gim-
bel’s workers threw a protest
picket line about the store,
while inside the store the sales-
girls suddenly suffered an
epidemic of fainting fits. Man-
agers were kept busy fetching
water to revive the poor over-
worked girls. Hundreds of the
girls were seized at the same
time with an irresistible need
to seek -out the ladies’ room,
though customers clamored to
be served.

The store thén tried to deal sep-
arately with the warehéusemen, in
an attempt to divide the workers.
It did not succeed, and the
workers voted to strike — a deci-
sion of great importance to other
department-store employees whose
contracts expire shortly — notably
the largest store of all, Macy's.
These workers are watching the
Gimbel strike closely.

The Gimbel management has
tripled its adveitising budget in
an attempt to offset its tremend-
ous loss of busineis. The news-
papérs, which havé profited for
years from Gimbel's big ads, are
attacking the strikers viciously.
But none of this is helping Gim.
bel's against the solid front of

the strikers.

In the hour of gravest danger
to Leningrad, birth-place of the
October Revolution, its more
than 2,000,000 proletarian in-
habitants are mobilizing arms
in hand to defend their city to
the death against the approach-
ing armies of Nazi imperialism.

A tremendous revolutionary re-
surgence is sweeping the masses.
Leningrad today is witness to
scenes having their only parallel
in' the heroic days of the eivil
war, when, in October 1919, Yu-
denich’s army was crushed by the
aroused might of the armed Len-
ingrad proletariat.

The city, according to all re-
ports, is turned into a huge work-
eérs’ training camp. On the left
bank of the Neva, on gl‘ound hal-
lowed by the blood of revolution-
ary fighters of the eivil war, tens
of thousands of men and boys are
being drilled hy veteran barricade
fighters in the use of the bdy-
onet and hand grenades, and in
the tactics of street and house
to-hotite fighting. v.

Metal and shipyard workers, in-
cluding participants of the assault
on the Czar's Winter Palace in
Leningrad in 1917, are practicing
sham  battles on the Neva's right
bank.

THE WHOLE WORKING
CLASS PREPARES
No hand is idle. Tens of thou-

sands of workers, old men, women
and children, are toiling with

heroic energy, night and day,
erecting barricades in every
sireet, making every ditch ané

wall a fortress.

Throughout the city, throngs of
workers parade the streets and
squares, organizing new fighter
detachments. In tremendous mass
meetings the workers are shout:
ing forth their defiance of the
imperialist enemy and ealling for
a defense in the spirit of the O¢
tober Revolution.

From every factory and shop,
picked units of workers are leav-
ing for the front lines, joining the
regular troops t{o help hold the
battle lines or filtering through
to the enemy’s rear to aid the
guerrilla detachments.

From the surrounding country-
side, peasant women, armed with
every type of weapon, are pour-
ing into the city, while their men-
folk remain behind to hold up
and harry the Nazi forces.

STALINISTS HELD MASSES
BACK TO THE LAST MINUTE
Up to the last moment, the
Kremlin had held back the mobil-
ization of the workers. Up to the
last moment, Stalin suppressed

the traditions of the October Re- -
volution, appealing instead to the

traditions of the Napoleonic era
and the Russian defeat of the Teu-
tonic Knights in the 12th Cen-
tury. :

Today, however,
compelled to proclaim to the work-
ers of Leningrad:

“Dig yourselves in. Leningrad
was and is and shall forever re-
main the city of' the great Qctober
Revolution.”

The masses of Leningrad are
demonstrating that that is the ap-
peal for which they have been
waiting. Once again, as in the
(_iays of Lenin and Trotsky, they
are surging forward, ready to die
in defense of the conquests of the
October Revolution.

Trotsky prodictéd that in the
hour of mortal peril a wave of
Soviet patriotitm would swéep the
Soviet masses, inspiring them to

_ ;.1'b.;1'ewed revolutionary struggle.
.| That prediction has come true.
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Workers Pa y Tribute
To Trotsky’s Memory

Memorial Meetings Throughout Courifiy In All Large Citiés Show
Teachings of Trotsky Inspire Advanced Workers To Go Forward

New York

NEW YORK, August 22 — Sev-
eral hundred membérs and sym-
pathizers of the Socidlist Workers
Party here paid fribufe tonight
to the memory of Léon Trotsky,
in one of the most stirring meet-
ings in the higtory of our party.

James P. Cannon, SWP Ni-
tional Seecretary and Trotskyist-
Anti-War candidate for mayor of
New York, roused the meeting
with a powerful address om the
meaning of Trotskyism and its
challenge to world capitalist reac-
tion.

The speaker, onie of the 29 de-
fendatits in Roosevelt's “seditious
conspiracy” frameup against the
SWP and Loceal 544-C10, analysed
the reasons for this attack on our
party ané defied the imperialist
war-mongers to silence the voice
of the Trotskyist anti-war fighters.

The full text of the Trotsky
Memorial Meeting address of
James P. Cannon appears on
Page 3.

The meeting opened with =
beautiful violin solo by Betty Cas-
sfdy,_accor’npanied on the piano
by Gordon Jones., The entire as
sembly then rese and sang theé
Workers' Memorial Hymn, the
song sung in the days of the Oc
tober Revolution to honor the
martyrs of the workers’ struggles

Large banners flanked the meet
ing hall, proclaiming “Defend the
Soviet Union,” Trotsky's final ex
hortation to the Fourth Interna
tionalists: “Go Forward!”, angd
“Defend the 29 Indicted Trotsky
ists and Trade Unionists.” Indi
vidual placards commemorated
each of the co-workers of Trotsky
who fell vietims of Stalin's mur
derous attacks during Trotsky's
life.

Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, August 24 —
Members and sympathizers of the
Bocialist Workers Party hLere,
met today in Memorial Meeting
to salute the memory of Léoil
Trotsky.

Charles Cornell, former secre
tary to Trotsky, spoke on the 0Old
Man's life and his ideas. Art
Sharren, member of the _SWP,
spoke on the Soviet-Nazi war and
its implications for the American
workers. Jack Wilson, member of
the Workers Party, also §poke
briefly.

A telegram cof greetings was sent
by the meeting to Ndtalia Trot-
gky.

Philadelphia
iladelph

PHILADELFHIA, August 24 —
Revolutionary workers of this city
met here last night at the Trotsky
Memorial Meeting of the local
branch of the Socialist Workers
Party .to honor the memory of
the great Bolshievik leader murd-
ered a year ago by Stalin.

John G. Wright, translator of
Trotsky’s works and outstanding
authority on the Soviet Union,
wag the principal speaker. He
told of Trotsky’s contributions to
the world labor movemént and
particularly of his great role in
correctly analyzing the ndture of
the Soviet Union, its development,
and in pointing the way toward
the best defénse of the first work-
ers’ state.

Detroit

DETROIT, August 24 — The
Detroit branch of the Socialis:
Workers Party and its sympa
thizers gathered Ilrere last night
to commemorate the first anniver
sary of the death of Leon Trotsky.
A very attentive and interestec
audience listened to comrade Ste
vens from Chicago as he reviewec
the life and work of Comrade
Trotsky.

“Were Trotsky alive now,” Ste-
vens said, “he would offer his
gservices and his military genius
to the Red Army, and the mem-
ories of the heroic years of the
Revolution would again
be awakened in the minds of the
Russian workers. But Stalin
fears this reawakening of the Rus-
sian masses and the restoration of
workers’ democracy as much as
he fears a victory of Hitler. And
it is for this reason that Stalin
had to do away with Trotsky,
who remained ag the living sym-
bol of that rvevolutiondry tradi-
tion.

“By putting a pickaxe into the
brain of Trotsky. Stalin delivered
a fedrful blow fo the workers’

movement but he did not accom-
plisli the task of sgilending the
voice and ideas of Trotsky. The
SWZP has in the past year been
guided in 41l its work by the firhi
principlés and revolitfiohary teachs
ings of our gredt teather.”

By uflanimous voté the meeting

sent a telegraim of greeting to Na-
taliad Trolsky.

Minne Is
inneapoli

MINNEAPOLIS, August 21—
Farrell Dobbs, National Labor
Secretdry of the Sotialist Work-
ers Party, was the speaker heére
at. tonight’s Trotsky Memorial
Meetitg, atteﬂded by about 100
people.

Comtdade Dobbs, one of thé 29
indicted by the fédéral govérn-
ment in the ‘‘seditibus ' conspir-
acy” case against Loeal 544-CIO
and the Socialist Workers Party,
visited Trotsky in June, 1940,
shortly before his death.

Dorothy Sechultz, also one of
the 29 indicted; was chairman of
the meeting.

The Workers Chorus of the
Twin Cities sang the “Workers
Memorial Hymn,” “'_-S'biida’rity
Forever,” and “The Red Flag.”

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, the telegram published below
was sent to the widow of Com-
rade Trotsky.

Newark

NEWARK, August 22 — Wil
liam F. Warde, editor of the
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL,
gave an inspiring speech here to-
night on Leon Trotsky's stiuggles
against war and faseiSm at the
Trotsky Mémorial Meetihg of the
Newark Braneh of the Socialist
Workers Party.

The speaker traced the history
of the persecufions of Trotsky and
the Trotskyists. from {he Old
Man's first imprisonment Dby the
Russian Czdr to the present in-
dictment of SWP members by
Roosevelt.
itiln

Akron

AKRON, Ohio, Alugust 24 — A
Trotsky Memorial Meeting was
held here today under the auspices
of the Akron branch of the So-
cialist Workers Party. Hubper
workers, trick drivers and other
workers of this fndustridl ¢ity at-
tended the mecting to honor the
memory of the founder of the
Fourth International.

The principal gpeaker wag Com-
rade WlcLean of Youngstown. A
recorditig of Trofsky's famous
speech delivered by wire in 1938
to the New York mass meéting
on the founding of the Fourth In-
ternational wads a fedture of the
meetine,

Reading

READING, Pa., August 24 —
The Reading Tocdl of the Soefal-
ist Workers Party held an inspir-
ing meeting (hi§ afternoon in
commemoration of the life and
work of Leon Trotsky.

John G. Wright, translator of
Trotsky's writings, described Trot-
sky's monithental cohtributions to
the world working ¢ldss and the
imperishable ideas Wwhich he be-
quedthed the revolutionary work-
ers to guide them toward the goal
of warld som'thsm

To Natalia Sedov T
From New York:

From Minneapolis:

first anniversary of the dedth of
more certain than ever that his

tonight.

With

Boston

BOSTON, Augzust 22 — The Bos-
fon Brianch of {he Socialisf Work-
érs Pdrty observed thé anfriver-
gary of the death of Leoh Trotsky
with a.mémor:al meetifig heré to-
day.

Comtade Antoinette Konikow,
comrafe and frienfl of Trotsky,
spoke on his life and her recol
lections of her vigit to him ip
Mexico before Nis dssassihation.

Comrade C. Charles, of New
York, spoke on the subjeet, “Trot-
skyism Lives.” He showed that
the ideag and program of Trotsky
live today and cannot be destroy-
ed. He reported the steady prog-
ress madé by the Socialist Work-
érs Party in the yedr sinee Trot:
sky's death,

The meeting cabled 4 pledge of
revo!ufionary goliddarity to Nata-
lia Trotsky in Mexico,

Chicago

CHICAGO, August 22 — The So-
¢ialist Workers Party of Chicago
commenibrated the death of our
comradé and feacher, Leon Trot-
gKy, dt & meéting here tonight
Grdee Carlson, ohe of fhe
29 defetidants of the Federal gov-
ernment’s proseciitioni of the So-
cialist Workers Party and Loéal
544, as speaker.

Comirade Carlgon was warmly
received by an sudience of about

| 100 people who solidarized them-

gelves with the 20 defenidants and
the teachings of Leon Trotsky.

Al Garber, chairman of the
Civil Rights Defense Committee
of Chicago, made an appeal for
funds for the 29 defendants and
the audience responded to the ap-
peal of Mr. Garber with a goodly
sum of $53.

Clarence Hoffman, bass baritoné
of Chicago, sang the Workers Me-
morial Hymn in commemoration
of Comrafle Trotsky and for all
revolutionary martyrs who have
died on the battlefield of. the clags
struggle. .

The following ‘te]é'gram' was
sent to Natalia Trotsky:

“On this firdt anniveraty of
the death of our great leadéer and
comrade, Leon Trotsky, we réde-
dicate ourselves to the struggle
for the gredt principles, for which
he lived and died. We are confi-
dent as he was in the victory of
the world working class.”

Youngstown

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio, Afgust
22 — Militant workers of this
steel town tonight paid tribute to
the miemory of Léod TrotsKy at
the Trotsky Memorial Méeting
héld by the Youngstown Brereh
of the Socialist Workérd Party.

Comratle Wilsotl of Clévéland
spoke on the revolutionary life
and work of Trolsky, stating:

“We ghall carry on the fight led
and organized by ofir gréat teaeh-
er, Trotsky, who faught us how
to fight and who organized the
Fourth International—the instru-
ment that will lead.the masses of
the world in their struggle for
emancipation.”

.The gathering sent a telegrdam
to' Natalia Trotsky plédging anew
the dévotion of thé N:vclntxona:y
Youngstown workers to thé eduse
for which Trotéky fought dnd

dieﬁ

Memorial Tefegrams Sent

rotsky

The Mefitotrial Meetilig held in New York to hénor the mémory
of Leon Trotsky, geniiis of the proletarian revolution, extends its
comradély solidarity to yoil: We shall strive to stand shoiildéf to
shoulder with yoit in thé fight to realizé our Old Maf’s exhoftation
to go forward. Forward to the world sotialist society.

One hundred eomrades and frierids, gatheréd tonight in mémor-
ial meeting for Comrade Trotsky,

send you our greetings: On this
our comradé gnd tedcher wé aré
immortal program, His inspiring

example, will lead the workers of the world to victory. As hé taught
us we are fighting the capitalist foe, we dré defénding thé Soviet
Union by continuing the class strugglé ofl evéry front. Oiit of the
crucible of this war will come the Sotidlist world for which Trotsky
lived and died. One year after Trotsky’s death Ris comradés and
friends here are indicted by tHé Fetlerdl Government fof hotfiofing
his ideas. That is thé téstimony of the &ld§s énémy {hat ﬂlltlléllg'}l
Trotsky is gone Trotskyism lives dnd advdfices towdrd thé final
triumph, Wo shdre with you the saddést théughts of this day. Biit
we also have the consolation that wé still Hdve with s not orﬂy
Trotsky’s ideds but algo yoit, his loyal Eothpanioh. We fervently
hope that you will continae to be with us for many years, for vou
dre otr clogest link tb the grédt friehd whose memory weé Komtr

Mass Picketing At Gimbel's

Part of the miass picket line of 1500 Giiﬁi}‘éf_ wotkets; on strike for a 40-hour 5-day week and
a ﬁveacénf. an hour inc‘réﬁse. Pré‘séﬁ'i ﬁtit'il"’s m‘-e 45 ti‘ér \'ﬁree‘k; with cooli¢ wages of 316_ per week.

Faces

>P-Hillmanite Clash
Convention

control of the union.

the Hillmanite group of James B
Carey, present UERMW presi-
dent.

Diuring the People’s Front
period prior to the Stalin-Hitler
pact, Carey and the Stalinists
worked together in suppressing
rank-and-file militancy. After the
signing of the pact, the Stdlinists;
with their isolationist policies,
came intd conflitt . with-. Carey’s
pro-war sentiments,

Cédréy precipitated an open
break with the Stalinists by pub-
liely sarnetioning a motion, passed
by a local, which called for bar-
rifig of cominunists from holding
office in the unibn. The Stalinist-
dominated General Executive
Board answered Carey by ruling
such motions unconstitutional.

The Carey forces hsave been
pushing anti-communist motions
in the locals in préparstion for
the convention, where they will
seek to shove through a consti-

munists from union office,

The Stalinists and Cdrey came
into further conflict, before the
recent Stalinist thirn, over Carey’s
actéptance of a post on the em-
ployer-dominated National De-
fense Mediation Board., When
Carey attempted to slip a phoney
NDMB agreement over on the
Phelps-Dodge strikers at Bayway,
New Jersey, the Stalinists at-
tacked him as a.bosses’ stobge
and démanded his resighation
from the NDMB. Today, with
their pro-war line, the Stalinists
will not raise this vital issue at
the convention.

In reality, the Stalinists and
the Careyites are now in essential
agreement on all basie issues.
Nevertheless, Carey fears the
Stalinists as rivals for posts and
control, and he is using the un-
popularity of the Stalinists in the
shops, due to their cynical flip-

‘flops, to drive them out of posi-

tions of influence and to con-
solidate his own personal control.

The rank-and-file unioh mili-
tants recognize, howeéver, that the
attempt to bar Stdlinists is aimed
in the long run against the gen-
uine miilitants and anti-war éle-
ments in the union.

In. several local ufifons whete
the members have had the ¢hance
to express themselves, they have
rejected overwhelmingly Careyq
red-baiting amendmént. Regolu-
tions endorsing Carey for re-
election as international president
have been rejected in some loecals;
although the Stalinists did not
express themselves on this issue.

The sole argunient raised by
the Stalinists.dgainst Carey is
“factionalism,” thHé poifit they
rdised in dttacking the Carey-
inspired “Inter-locdl Trade Union
Progréssive Conimittes” of Dig-

triet 4. They do not attack the
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Unprinéipléd Fight F&r Um&ﬁ Contiol Is
Oiily Issue Between Both Pro-Wa i Groups

The Sevenith Anhual Cofvention of the United Elécirical, @
Radio anid Machine Workers of Americd (ClO), starting Labor
Day at Camden, New Jersey, will
principled fight between the Stalinists and the Hillmatites for

fing to a climax 4n un-

This convention is important because it will clearly show
the effect of the pro-war change of line of the Stalinists on their
trade-union policies. The Stalinists are a powerful force in the
UERMW, one of the fastest growing CIO unions and they will

be contending for control with®

tutional antendment barring com-

dord. They plead for “anity” and
seek only to keep their union
posts,

Roosévelt’s anti-labor . pro-war
drive, supported both by the Stal-
inists and Carey, has created ser-
ious probléms for the UE mém-
bers. Priorities unemployment
alone i thréatening thousands of
jobs. of . UE workers in the re-
frigeration. products, . radio and
electridal equlpment fields.
Neither Carey mnor the Stalinists
hidve 4 résl program to méet this
problei, and rank-and-file discon-
tént on this scote is bound to be
expréssed at this convetition.

Both the Stalinists and Carey

wish to tie the union to the boss-
es’ war machine, stifle its mili-
tancy and make it an appendage
of the government agencies like
the Mediation Board.

A progressive program would
oppose all collaboration with the
government agencies and demand
that n6 union officials serve on
the govermient-employer boards.
It would reaffirmy the right of
the Wworkers to strike. It Wwould
answer the problem of privrities
unemployment with the demand
for expropriation of the wdr in-
dustries and their opéfatibn un-
der the control of the workers.

New thousands of workers in
the expatiding war industries are
ripe for organization inte the
UE. Only a genuinely militant
program and a union free of gov-
ernment domination can success-
fully organize these workers in
the face of the anti-labor policies
of the war administration.
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Write to m—-nu us what's going on i Your part of the
bor movement—what are the workers thinking about —tell
i what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
ond the Stdlinisis—send iis thdt stdry the capitalisi press didn’t
print and that story they buried o distorted—our pages dre open
80 you. Létters mist carry naime dnd address, but indicate 1}‘ you
do not want yotir Haie pmmd '

Kearny Shipyird Sirikers
Help Néiedark Cigar
Workers

EDITOR: _ :

I want fo tell you about some

‘of the thmgs {hat happened in

our strike af the I. Leéwis Cigar
factory in Newark, N. J., whére
about 1000 of the 1200 people are
girls.

We have been trying to organ-
ize for a long time into Local 302-
C10 Union. It has been prefty
bad in the plant. Some of the
workers getting as little a& $12 a
week or 30¢ an holir. The place
is dirty, full of rats and roaches.
The girls don’t even want fo use
the toilets., The bosses and the
foremen always tried to scare us
away from joining a real union,
They would come around and ask
us if we had joined the CIO umn-
ion.

Finally the workers in different
departments sfgriéd cards for the
unfon and we sént a committee to
tdlk to the boss. The bosses
wouldn’t Have anything fo do with
the union at 4lf. The only thing
left for us fo d6 was to go on
strike.

About 5 oclock in the morning
we had a bunch of the union work-
ers come down to léep the other
workers from going into the
plant. THe placs was sirrounded
by cops, in fddio patrdl caré, on
Poot anl on Hordes. The cops on
the Horsés wéré the Workt 6f tham
#11 because they friéd fo séare the
7ctkers on thé picket lie by tid-

ing dp on the sidewilks. We
could’s have stoppéd most of the
workers from going into the plant
but the cops took the seabs by the
arm and hustled them throigh to
the door. About 150 séabs got
through out of 1200 workers, The
cops wire very mmean, théy slap-
ped and pushed the pickets
around. They pickéd on the girls
and the womeén more.

One of the girls told a motunted
cop that he was only a servant
of the public dnd he pufléd her
out of line anl §lapped her fice.
Another girf tried to stop a seabh
from going through the picket line,
4 mounted cop pushed his horse
against the picket line so our gifl
slapped tlie horse’s nose to gét
him away from her. The cop
cursed her, lédned over and hit
her on top of the Wedd with a
blackjack. She was knocked down
and Idy in the stréet uncdn&tious.
The cops wouldn’t let us get near
her but let her lay there. Finally
oné of our boys got to her and
fried to help her. Then thé cops
took her away in the ple-wagon.
There were about 10 or 11 ar-
tested. In the jailhouse they put
4 girls in a cell together but ag
one of them told me later, “we
weren't afraid and joked and sang
tuntil they let us out. Then we
Wwent back to the picket line.”

The workers were terribly miad
by now, all of us, because we
knew that the coeps were ofi thé
bosses’ side and that they would
try to break our strike. So wé
dent a committee to the head-
quarters of the Shipyard Workers

War (
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By JAMES P. CANNON
Nadtional Séerctary, Sutialist Workers Patty
The campaign for our Party War Chest of $10,000 ended
ofi the deadline, Atigust 21, the anfiivésary of the assadsindtion

of Trotsky,

with a fotal of $9017.99 collected.

R‘fost of the

brarichés madé or exceeded their quotas. First place went fo the
new Buffalo branch with a scoré of 167%. Fresno brought up the

rear with 33%.

Minneapolis had hard sieddmg for quite well known
réasons; they have a battle oni their hands. New York and San
Francisco are tied at 83%. The inability of these three branches,
which had heavy quotas, to reach the goal, accounts for the 90%
windup of the campaign instead of the 100% or better which is

.more or less the rule on all Trotskyist undertakings.

Contributions This Week

Los A’ng'elew,

New York City

Seattle
Milwatikeé

New Haven ..
Mirifieapolis ..

Rochester

A iy e

sio,;ood War Chest
SCOREBOARB

Pd. %

Branch Quotad Amt:

BUFFALO ............. $ 60.00 $ 160.00 167
READING ............. 25.00 38.30 153
SEATTLE ............. 25.00 36.00 144
CLEVELAND .......... 150.00 186.50 124
BALTIMORE .......... 10.00 12.00 120
AKRON  ............... 50.00 60.00 120
BOSTON  .............. 350.00 403.75 115
LOS ANGELES ......... 500.60 545.50 109
ST, PAUL ............ .. 300.00 325.80 108
ALLENTOWN ... ... .. 25.00 27.00 108
YOUNGSTOWN ........ 150.00 16000 107
QUAKERTOWN ........ 25.00 26.00 104
FLINT ... ......cooov... 200.00 207.00 108
CHICAGO .............. 1200.00 1288.12 103
ROCHESTER .......... 50.00 51.00 102,
NEW HAVEN ............ 50 51.00 102
San Diego ............... 100.00 100.00 100,
Portldnd  .oonivoniriz 30.00 30.00 100
St. Louig ................ 25.00 25.00 100 |
Toledo ................. 10.00 10.00 100’
Detfott .. .o..... @l s 500.’““ 1560.00 100
Lmiigiahi S P ] 25.00 100
Newark ..........0..... 500.00 500.25 100
Philadelphid ............ 125.00 - 125.00 100
Pittsburgh .............. 40.00 40.00 100
Milwaukee .............. 55.00 55.00 100
San Flanclsco Bay Area 1100.00 908.83 83
New York City .......... 2500.00 2066.08 83
South Chicago .......... 125.00 95.00 76
TEXAS v vvreeennnnn ., 20.00 10.00 50
Minneapdlis ............ 1200.00 588.56 45
T Y 30.00 16.00 33
 MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 475.00 511.30 i08
TOTALS ... .. .. ..... $10.000.60 $95017.90 90%

Union who are also on strike at
the Federal Shipyvatd ih Kearny.
We told them we needed some
help. .
I a litfle while sévérdl car-
loads of shipyatd workers ecdme
down to our pickét lime. We &l
were glad to see them thers, fhe
girls cheered when théy showed
up. Most of the cops moved over
to the other side of the &treet
when these men started to march
in our picket line. Everybody had
a new spirit and wé shouted to
the sedh§ to come down. Rither

the bossss got stared or the scabs |

when they saw that now we meant
business and we coulfl fight back

it we had to. About 12 o'clbek
all the scabs came out of the
plant.

We sang and marched on the
picket lime until about 6 o’clotlk,
then most of us went home but
first we left an all nighf picket
gudard to watéh the plant fo see
that no scabs coulfl tome in,

‘Saturday moriing we had a big
picket lie and the shipyard work:
ers were in the liné to. help us
again. There wds no trouble front
the cops or the scabs thig timé.
The cops acted a lot different with
the shipyard workers there.

After 12 o’clock we had a meet-
ing of all the workers in a hall.
The President of the Shipyard
Worksrs Union spoke to us and

other union brothers. They told
how to fight and to stick together
to get better working conditions
and a better life.

I think it was great that we
could zet help from other unioms.
I think that all the unions ought
to get together to help their uh-
i?nl b_1'dthera and sisters on the
picket line.

A CIGAR WORKER

In NEWARK; N. J;
byt
MILITANT
at

~ €ohen’s
Confectionary,
11 SPRINGFIELD AVE

tleat’ Court Hohsé,

In AKRON, O.
the MILITANT may
be obtdined at:
NEWS EXCHANGE

51 8. Ma‘.m St.
PORTAGE CIGARS
cor. Howa.rd &
West Market
» » < '

For the truth about how Negroes aré treated by
the Jim Crow Officer caste,

READ
‘The Negiro and

the Uc S- 14?‘7”/\”i

By EUGENE VARLIN

29 pagé pamphlet . . . 5¢
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Pldte

New York, N. Y.

\ Also obtainabie tﬁmugh all Branch literature agenfs of the
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THE MILITANT

Comrade Chairman and Comrades: !
Tn his theoretical elucidation of the post-Liénin reaction -in

Russia which swept the Stalinist Bureaderacy ‘into power, ‘Con-
rade ‘I‘rotsky referred to the history of ‘revolutions and -derived
‘his thesis from ‘that history. Revdlutions *throgghout_ history, in
the ebb and flow of history, have alivays been follotred by couiriter-
revolutions, but the counter-révolutich has méver siucteeded in
throwing society back ‘to the original point of depa¥ture of ‘the
revolution. Every revolution has signified a pefmanent advante
of mankind’s social organization. Trotsky never départed from
this thesis, but reiteiated it at ®very new turn:of evénts.

The reaction against the gredt French bourgeois revolution
which, after Napoleon, Weént éven so far as the réstoratich for a
time of the monarchy, néver suceeeded ih restoring ‘feudal prop-
erty relations, and consequently ‘the ‘Fevolution remaimed essent-
ially victorious in spite of the long ‘swébp -of -‘Teaction against
it. Capitalism was firmly established ‘by the initial victory of the
bourgeois revolution.

Here m Amer;ea the}te was a tremendouq reactlon agmmt
threw cha—htel slaveny. The reaet_m‘n in the Scuth %ent a ‘l(mg
way in the years and decades following the militury vietory of
the bourgeois North. The emancipated I‘:Fég'l‘bes wéte Virtually
déprived of all political #nd social vights, But fhe réaction hever
went back so far as to réstore private property in Tiuhan ‘be"ngq
which had beéh destroyed by the vévolutionary victoty of ‘the
Northiern ariies, Chattel Slavery was not restored.

If we keep these historical facts and this thesis in mind,
we can see more clearly beneath the superficial appearance
of ‘things and understand what is taking place in the Soviet
Union, what is taking place in the world. Reaction ;set .in
against the Russian revoliition about 1923. The terrible event
that we commeinorate tonight, the assassination of the great
leader of the Russian revolution, was itself a product of that
reaction, which is still sweeping the world today. But if we
keep our theory in mind, if we understand the teachings of
all the great Marxists that the march of history, in spite of
everything, is forward and not backward, we can find our
bearings even in these heavy 'days. And only we ean do it.

REACTION OF 1917 REPEATED TODAY

In many respects one can +find a certain analogy ‘between
events that are unfolding today, and -those of 24 jyeats -ago this
summer, when it seemed, indeed, that the blackest ‘tinre had come.
The World War had been taging in Europe for three yeat's, de-
vouring men by the million ‘on the bloody bettle-fields of the war.
The apparently invineible conquering army of ‘the ‘German Kaiser
was then, like Hitler's army today, in cecupation of the Uktaine.
A stalemate had come 4n the war of the imperialist powers, and
they poured out the blooed of a million ‘men fin the madness of
Verdun in an attempt to break it. The United States had formally
entered the war and the mad, patriotic mob spirit Wwas running
rampant in this ‘country, Raids on radical ‘labor ‘organizations
were taking place and the ‘Department of Justice, under ‘the ‘saime
J. BEdgar Hoover who is framing us today, Was ‘preparing the
indictments against the TWW which were to be ammotneed ‘in
the early part of September,

Then, out ‘of the night of that black reaction, that time
of desperation, '‘a few months later came the brightest light
the world had ever seen—the light of the October -revolution
in Russia. Since that tithe we have lived by that light. And-
the whole world, friends ‘and foes, whether they liked it or
not, have'also lived under the sign of the Russian revolution
of 1917. With 'that victory ¢f the workers under ‘the Teader-
ship of Lenin and Trotsky, the world revolutionary movemert
came to life again. The movement which had been beaten
into the dust by the war and the capitulations and the be-
trayals of all the traditional leaders—then ‘as now=—the world
revolutionary 'movement rose again, raised its‘he#d andl began
to recruit a whole new army of young people inspired by the
Russian revolution.

We felt it here in this country. We began ‘again on one find-

amental premise, established and ‘démonstrated in Russia: that

the way out of the madness of capitalist war is by the“evolution-
ary victory of the workers; thdt ‘the Wdrkers can and Will ‘ac-
complish that: victory and free_ the woild, mot ‘only -from war,
but from the horrible, decaying system of capitalism that breeds
the war.

Twenty-four years have passed wince that time. Those who
have remained on the fundamental premise I have just men-
tioned—the premise of the adherents ‘of “the Bol§hevik tevokition
—they can understand events today -better than ‘otheérs, dhd they
can see the prospect of new advances thioughout the ‘darkness
of the reaction. They understand that the veattion has wet batk
but not yet overthrown the -Russian revolution. Those *faint-

. hearts, those traitors who said the RuS§sian révolution has been

killed, that the Soviet Union is not ‘worth defending, are being
answered on the battle fields -of Russia ‘today by ‘millions 'of -men
in arms. Millions of Soviet soldiers, jpotring ‘out their blood, say
the revolution still Jives and mot even Hitler!s -atmy wan il Ft!

That is the meaning of this thing that s intxiplicable to &1l

KYIS

Speech Delivere

ES - by J. P.Ci

At New

Trotsky Memorial Meeting

the others, this tremendous Soviet morale, What did they all say?
First, they said the two systems—faseism and Sovietism—are
so interlocked that Russia and Germany make natural partners
against the “democratic” world. We heard such a monstrous
thesis in our own party a little more than a year ago. We were
informed by no less an authority than the great Professor Burn-
ham that we Trotskyists were a “left cover” for Hitler because
we watited to defend the Soviét Union unconditionally. Buritham
and his Yetinie never dreained of the war that was to bufst with
full Tury two months ago.

Then, when it happened, there was one universal expecta-
tion, one common prediction. Nobody believed in the fighting
capacities of the Soviet army excépt the Soviet workers them-
selves—and the Fourth Tnternationalists. Stalin didi’t belicve in
the fighting ability of the Red Army which he had bieheaded. The
only reason he didn't capitulate to Hitler and ‘give ‘hitm @ll the
concessions he wanted, is that he didn’t get a ¢hande, Hitler
thought it would be so easy to 'smash ‘the Red Army, he didi’t
bother to parley about it. All the statesmen and wilitaty experts
expected and freely predicted a Russian collapse on the French
pattern in a few weeks. What they -all ‘overlooked was the ‘one
most important and most fundamental elément in war, the ‘ohe
that was elucidated by Comrade Trotsky in-our last talk With
him in Mexico, fourteen months ago, the element of morale.

In the course of our visit of 'a week or more—this was_ at the
time when the great battle of France was raging, before Paris
had not yet fallen—we asked him more than once to give us his
opinion of the military prospects of that fight. And again and
again he repeated, “It depends on the morale of the French army.
If the French army really has the morale to fight, Hitler cannot
win, not even if he comes as far as Paris.”

But the French soldiers did not have the morale to fight.
That was explained in an article in our magazine, “Fourth Inter-
national” as well -as by many other cotrespondents. Our own
comrade who was there-and had intimate contact with great num-
bers of French people in the course of his journalistic duties,
explained it about as follows: Thé French workers and the French
soldiers, if you -asked them if there wasn’t some difference be-
tween the Hitler regime and the rotting bourgeois democratic
rogime in France, would say, “Yes, there is a difference, but the
difference is not worth dying for.” That was one reason for the
catastrophic defeat of the French bourgeois army.

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IS STILL ALWE

Those who made an equation between Fasecist Germany -and
the Soviet Union could not understand the psychology of the
Russian workers and peasants. You can write all the bocks, wise-
acre theses, explaining there is mo difference between the degen-
erated workers’ state -in -Russia and the fascist regime in Ger-
many. But the Russian workers and peasants think there is =
difference, and they think the difference is worth dying for.
They know better than all the renegades, better than all those
who have turned their-backs on the Soviet Union in the hour of
danger, the hour when people are really tested as to the value
of their ideas, opinions, theories and promises,

Trotsky said more than once, that the beginning of a war
of imperialism against the Soviet Union would undoubtedly
arouse a veritable outburst of genuine revolutionary patriotism
and fighting spirit in the Russian masses. That is precisely what
we have seen there. And as we wait breathlessly from day to day,
and’even from edition to edition of the newspapers, to see what
is the further course, the further fate of the armies locked in
combat, we know ohe thing for sure. We know that by their
tremendous demonstration of fighting heroism, the Russian mass-
es 'have said once again that the revolution in Russia is still alive,
‘and still has'the possibilities of reinspiring ‘the world and stafting

- a mew upsweep of progress which tevolutionary victory alone

can bring,

The reaction against the Russian revolution presented so
many complex'ities, phenomena entirely new in histoty, that
it was not easy to understand the real course of events and
their meaning. The great service -of Trotsky to humanity, to
History, was that he EXPLAINED to the revolutionary van-
guard of the world the complex processes of the degeneration
of the ‘workers’ state, of the rise of ‘the privileged ‘bureau-
cracy, of the reasons for it, and of what remained funda-
méfital and secure in spite of the reaction-of the bureaucracy.
He explained it, he led the fight against the remction, snd
even more thah that, he organized on a world scale ‘the
nucleus ‘of the revolutionaty party of the future, which 4ill
complete the work Which remained uncompleted in Russia.
"rotsky's ‘crowning achicvement was the foundsation of fhe
Fourth Tnternational,

STRUGGLES OF THE AMERICAN TROTSKYIST MOVEMENT

Here in the United States since 1928 we ‘have fought tnder
the barnner ¢f Trotsky. Thirteen years ago we raised that banner
here. It seems but yesterday. The fight has been so intense, so
uninterrupted, so full of intérest @nd passioh, we have never
had time to reminisce about it. For ‘thifteeh Years we have waged
sour struggle, and I think it is how clear o everybody, to friend
and foe on both sides of the class barficades—it is now clear to
everybody that the movemerit founded on the program of Com-
rade Trotsky in this country ‘thirteen years ago, which is rep-
resented today by the Socialist Workers Party, is the authentic
movement of Bolshevism, the movement that Temains tiue to
the Russian Revolution of October, 1917, to the people who led it,
and to the principles embodied in it.

The one authentic movement is our party, The hatred of all
traitors, of all deserters and renegades against Trotsky ‘and the
Trotskyists, confirms it. And it i5 now certifted, so to speak, by
‘the Department of Justice in Washington, ‘Of all ‘the parties and
individuals in this country, the Roosevelt War Party, has singled
out this group of disciples of Trotsky Tor special attentioh. Our
organization is the first selected for persecution under the Smith
Act and under another act passed m 1861 against the Southern
Confederates. .

We have suffered many blows since 1928. We have never
lived or worked at any time without pressure upon us, without
persecution against us,.without hairdships ‘and material lacks.
But a year ago today the hardést blow of all fell upon our tilove-
ment in this country and the Fourth International ‘throughsut the
world, including its Russian detachments, The hardest blow: of
-all that could possibly be dealt to us ‘Was ‘the assassination of the
Trotsky a year ago yesterday by ah apent of the ‘trditor and
murderer, Stalin.

You remeinber when we gathered in the Memorial meeting
a year ago, when we simmoned all our courage and said, in spite
of ‘everything, we would stirvive that terrible blow because Trot-
sky ‘had left us the program and ithe ideas and the example that
swill énable us to do it. Many people Were ‘skeptical. But we did
sirvive, Just to have remained alive atfter such a calamitons loss,

.

to have remained intact for a year, and not only in this country
but on-a world scale—that in itself would be a colossal achieve-
ment. -But -not only to have survived; to have made progress; to
have igained in numbers and in activity—as we have done—that
is the brightest promise for the future that this party which
Comrade Trotsky founded cannot be destroyed!’

OUR WORK SINCE TROTSKY'’S DEATH

In the past year we didn’t do sensational things, but we
moved forward on every front. Our trade union work Was de-
‘veloped, better organized, more widely extended; the party be-
came more firmly established with a larger percentage of its
members in the trade unions than ‘ever before. OQur press did not
go 'down; it went forward—increased its civculation, increased
its size, its effectiveness, its popularity, and its influence through-
out the ‘entire militant labor movement. Our organization grew a
bit. We took a number of young men and developed them into
professional organizers, We have today a bigger staff on the
organizational side of the party than we ever had in our thirteen
years.

We didn’t neglect our international obligations, Bearmg in
mind the more favorable position we occupy in the richest eapital-
ist tountry in the world, we gave help to our Chinese comrades,
to the refugees in Europe, to our comrades in Latin-America—
not by any means adequate, not by any means what we should
have done, but more than we had been able to do before.

Mention has been made here tonight of our election: campaign
in New York, And indeed it is an epochal eévent that in the past
year, on two occasions, we ‘have raiged the batmer of Trotskyism
in important elections. In Minnesota the Fourth Internationalists
put & ‘candidate in the field for United States Senate. They man-
aged to get -access to the radio, to carty on a fairly ‘wide public
activity, so 'as to arouse the interest of thousands of people and
gain eight or nine thousand votes for Comrade Grace Carlson,
Senatorial eandidate -of our party in Minnesota,

‘And now, if we are able for the first time %o have a candidate
on the ballot for mayor of New York, if on the eve of formal
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entry into the war and in the face of the indictments in Minnesotla
we are-able to participate in the eampaign with our own c_a-ndidat.e
on the ballot, we must say that for us it is a great step forward.
It may not appear so important to others. If you judge things

. by comparative numbers, if you measure our party’s numerical

strength beside that of LaGuardia and Tammany Hall, it may™
seem a little ridiculous that only a few thousand people vote for
‘the program of the Fourth International. But only the super-
ficial people, only philistines, say that; only those people who
see today prolonged indefinitely into tomorrow, _

I venture to say that we will get more votes in New York,
proportionately, for the -candidate of the Fouwrth Intérnational
than the Bolsheviks got in Russia in their first elections. ‘We do
not ‘expect to get great numbers of votes in ‘this election. We

) James P. Cannion, National Secretary of the Socialist
«  Workets Party, addressing the Trotsky Memorial Meeting in
New York, August 22, In the background is part of a 12- foot

" gketched portrait of Leon Trotsky.

no

expect to put out program on record, We expect: to take advantage
of the time that is left us between the filing of the candidates
and the trial in Minmesota to make part- of our public defense
against their trial. ‘Our “defense” will be to accuse the prose-
cutors of responsgibility for the destruction of millions of human
lives in the %ear; to proclaim the ‘downfall of their system and the
coming victory of socialism. That is our aim in the campaign.
‘Everything will naturally be concentrated on the ques-
tion that dominates the world, That is, the question of the
war which every month or so draws new territories and new
peoples into its bloody vortex. This war is the expression of
. the incurable bankruptey of -an outlived system; that was
the fundamental theme of Comrade Trotsky’s woerk in his
last years—tihat capitalism is in its death agony. The great
programmatic document of the Fourth International, adopted
‘in the World Congress of 1938, written by him, bears that
title, “The Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the
Prolétarian Revolution.”

THE WAR CLARIIES ALL ISSUES

‘Comrade Trotsky mever had the slightest econfidence in the
ability ‘of world ‘capitalism to escape from the war or to emerge
from the war. He had no confidence in the ability of world capital-

~ ism to regain stability. He was not like those miserable social

democtats, sceptics and renegades from radicalism. They are the
only ‘people who see a Tosy Tuture for capitalism, Not the capital-
ists themselves! Not in any of their parties or groups have they
the slightest confidence; they live in fear of what the future
will ‘bring,

Trotsky said and repeated time and time again that the war
will put an end to all pretenses, to all ambiguity; it will destioy
all parties and groups which try to play tricks with principles
and to cheat history. They will be demolished, there will not be
left one stohe upon another. International Stalinism and Social
Democracy will be vietims of the war which their betrayals made
possible. And the “London Bureau,” that miserable centrist cari-
cature which made its task in lifé& to fight the “intransigeance”
of Trotskyism and its “sectarianism.” Where are their mass
parties? Where is the mass party of the centrist London Bureau
in the United States? It was represented once by a clique of
bankrupt sharpers who never had any masses but were always
issuing promissory notes to produce them in the future, the
Lovestone group. Where -are they now? I don’t think you could
find them, because the group held a meeting and adopted a reso-
lution to this effect: that the best thing we can do in the interest

of socialism is to dissolve. And that was the first correct state-

ment the Lovestoneites ever made,

I hear every week 'or so about some little pretentious sect
that was more radieal than Trotsky and bent on correcting the
deviations of Trotsky, also, imitating the Lovestoneite example,
‘“dissolving.” And others don't even meet, they simply dissolve.

Amd -others 'make peace with -c¢apitalism, like the social democrats

and the Stalinists. And others simply wither away, like the So-
cialist Party-'of Norman Thomas. We remain. We swim against
the current. And that is not beeause of our personal superiotity
but because of the superiority of the program that we are organ-
ized to defend. Because we are the bona-fide representatives of
the one viable .political current in the world—the current that
was released by the great Russian revolution of October, 1917.
The disciples of Trotsky are the people who really ‘mean it when
they say -they defend the Russian revolution and its conquests.
Our struggle against Stalinism has always been a stroggle in
behalf of the Russian 1evulut10n and all that it signifies.

WHY THE TROTSKYISTS HAVE BEEN INDICTED

Why, in the United States Senate, the other day, in that
fountain-head of American political wisdom, you had ‘the floot
leader of the Roosevelt War Party explaining to the muddle-
headed isolationists the difference between Stalin and Trotsky.
And after all these years, even Barkley knows the difference. I

_am quoting from the Congressional Record of August 5, 1941.
Senator Barkley said:
“When they (the Russian people after the revolution of
1917) started out, they had a vague, fantastic ‘notien that
‘they would socialize or communize the world; and the funda-
mental difference between Stalin ‘and Trotsky Was over that
question. Trotsky, as T understand the matter, was -a world
revolutionist, while ‘Stalin took the position that the Russian
‘Government owed ‘its first duty to the Russiah people...the |
fight between Trotsky ‘and Stalin revelved around the ‘ques-
tion whether ‘they should undertake to revolutionize the world
or should ‘concentrate on Russia. Stalin wen, and Trotsky had
to leave the country.”

And they would not lét Trotsky itto this country because,
while ‘they never understood the difference quite so well before,
they had ‘a pretty good iflea that Trotsky was the kind of a
“counter-revolutionist” ‘that would not do them any good.

We have been indicted. And the ‘question is asked on all
sides, why have they indicted the Trotskyists? Why didn’ they

" indict somebody else, 'or why did they indiet anybody ? Have:they
completely lost their heads in Washington? This is the ‘theme 'of
the social democrats and liberals, supporters of the Roosevelt
administration, who want to sell the advanced workers a war for
democracy, and are somewhat embarrassed by this attempt to
scuttle democracy even before the war begins.

THE OPPOSITION TO WAR THAT WON’T STOP

Well, we are indicted for definite reasons, for essentially the
same reasons that they have indicted the proletarian revolution-
ists in the past. Not because of our numbers, not because of -our
immediate power, but for what we represent, and because of the
masters’ fear of the future and the future things. They know
in spite of all the noisy anti-war talk of the so-called isolation-
ists, and pacifists, and Christian-Fronters and American-Firsters
—+they know that the -only real and serious opposition to their
imperialist war, the opposition that won’t stop when war begins,
is represented by the Trotskyists.

They had an immediate oceasion to attack us in Minneapolis
-as a result of a trade unien conflict. One single union in the
Teamsters International of 500,000, one union of 5,000 members,
in a part of the country which is not decisive economically—it
is on the edge of the prairie, it is away from the great industrial
strategical centers—one single union came into conflict with
President Roosevelt’s principal labor agent, Daniel Tobin, and
left the Tobin organization and joined the CIO. And everybody
in the .country seems to understand, practically every mewspaper
that has commented on the matter mentions the fact, that the
indictment represernts a political favor to Tobin in his fight with
Local 544-CIO. There is something in what they say. This is
undoubtedly the immediate cause of the indictment.

But that doesn’t really explain the thing fundanientally at
all. The question one must ask is, why did Tobin have a fight
with the leaders of 544, and why did he try to drive them out
of the union in Minneapolis? And then you ‘cotive to the real nub
of the matter. Tobin is a right-hand man of the Roosevelt adniin-
istration, his chiéf “labor lieutenant,” and ‘a membér of the
“Fight for Freedom, Ine.”—an onganization which is ‘campaign-
ing for an immediate declaration of “shooting war.”” Tobin
couldn’t line up the Trotskyists in Minnesota for the war. The
Trotskyists are that breed of people Who don’t lime up. They sre
stiff-necked about principle. And When Tobin tried ‘to piit the

pressure on them to be good fellows, to get in line, and to go
along with the Wwar, they sald “No, we do not believe in your
war. We are going to fight against it.” That was what prompted
the struggle with Tobin which was followed by the indietments
against us,

ROOSEVELT’S PRECEDENT FOR
THE INDICTMENT

There is a parallel in our American history for the prostitu-
tion of the pi‘esidential powers to help trade union conservatives
against radicals. Tn 1917 when the IWW was making sdme head-
way in different parts of the country as against the AFL, Gonip-
‘ers, Who was the chief labor agent of Wilson in lining up the
labor ‘movement for the war, recdeived as his price for support,
‘the progeéation of the IWW. That was a notoriously known fact

at ‘the time. It was common gossip among labor leaders that’

‘Gompers finally “got” Haywood through the Department of
Justice. 1 was reading Bill Haywood’s autobiography again the
other night, and he refers to the same thing. This is the historic
precedtent for Roosevelt’s assistance to Tobin and the prosecu-
‘tion ‘against us.

Onie ‘of the counts in the indictment alleges that we advocate
the formation of workers’ defense guards, and that where we
h#ve ‘the ‘opportunity, having sufficient union support, we actual-
ly iorgenize such defeénse guards, who make it their business to
declare Wwai on fascist bands and train and drill the workers to
fight fascism. That is true, and our policy is 1009% correct. There
isn’t any ‘otherr anti-faseist tendency in the whole country that
really intends to fight fascism. We do. The Minneapolis unionists
did actually organize a defense guard.

Don’t think for a moment, however, that President Roosevelt
‘and his ‘Biddles in Washington are foolish encugh to imagine
one group of defense :guards or 29 people were immediately
threatening the povernment. No, ithat is & part of the frame-up.
The ideas, and the knowledge that these ideas can really grow
and become powerful when ‘the conditions mature for them—that
is what ‘they are really shooting at. They want to put us in the'
penitentiary because we alone really proclaim the socialist society
end summon the workers to.fight for it. We alone counterpose to
this bankrupt system of capitalism an alternative system of class-
less socialist society. That idea they want to outlaw.

Of course what they are doing is ‘against the Bill of Rights,
against that part of the Constitiition, those amendments to it,
which were designed to secure the rights of the people to free
speech and a free press. The indiétment violates the Constitution,
violates democracy. But do not have any illusions that because it
breaks their own Constitution, and because it breaks down their
own pretensions to free speech and democracy, do not have any
illusions that they are not going to go through with it. They are
not interested in formality or consistency. They are interested
in stamping out opposition to the war. They are interested in
suppressing peo.plf. who can’t be brought into line, |

WHY THEY ¥FRAME A SMALL GROUP

Tite Social Democrats don’t care very mueh about democracy
‘except ds ‘a slogan to ‘dupe the workers and farmers into a War
in Europe. The Social Demotrats who are supporters ¢f Roose-
velt, with 4 greater ‘enthusiasm ‘than Roosevelt himself in his
sober moments could éver display, are someihat 4t ‘a lass to ex-
plain ‘this indictrent and they call it fantastic. “This little sect
of 29 pecple are going to overthrow the government? Ridiculous!”
—and so ‘on. They would like to make a joke ‘out of it and lull us
with ‘the idea ‘that because in their eyes it is utterly fantastic,
nothing will come of it. Well, T will tell you something. If we
were ‘strong eéhough to be a “real and present menace” to the

. ‘(Contitiited on ‘page 5)
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.;Contradictions Created

By War Totalitarianism
Revealed At Convention

By E. R. FRANK

The sixth annual convention of the CIO auto workers’ union,
concluded August 16 in Buffalo, served to highlight and dram-
atize all the underlying contradictions which characterize the
ClO movement as a whole in this critical war period. In no
previous convention has the dilemma of the labor movement,
faced with the governmental preparations for totalitarian war,
been so ‘clearly revealed.

In many respects this convention was the most militant and
most progressive in the whole fighting history of the UAW. But,
at the same time, the delegates at Buffalo put on the books of

itution the mosi®@—
Abe: WAW" wongtluatiy l correctly the needs and deslires o1

the masses of workers. Hillman
and his tendency represented the
cynical and unabashed labor lieu-
tenants of the war machine who
were willing to tie labor to th?
tailcoats of the Wail street poli-
ticians who dominvate the war pro-
duction agencies.

The cligue struggle within the
UAW tops was caught up in this
great swirl around Hillman anu
Lewis, and the hoard members be-

contained — the admendment bar-
ring members from elective or
appointive posts because of their
political beliefs.

- On the one hand the debates
on political isguen of the day were
the sharpest and clearest in the
union’s history, the speeches of
the delegates showing the great
strides forward in the political
consciousness of the membership;
on the other hand the Interna-

.Thomas and Addes and all the

" Adides and his group have fough’

. Lewis, over

tional Executive Board was left
unchanged by the election — the
few board members who were de-
feated being replaced with essen-
tially the same type as before.

Riddle of the Convention
~What is the riddle of this pow
erful and vital union which has
made great advances both in or
ganization and in political under-
standing, and yet has returned

other leaders, with a few excep-
tions, to office? This leadership is
certainly the demoeratic choice o’
the delegates, since democracy
reigns in the UAW ag in no other
international union.

.Does this mean that the autc
workers are content with their
leadership? That eannot he so,
since the delegates placed plent)
of restrictions on leadership, and
more than once voted down the
unanimous rscommendations of
the International officers wher
the interests of the rank and file
were endangered. R. J. Thomas.
who was elected by acclamation
himself complained several tlme:
during the convention that every
proposal he made was turnec
down. The behind-the-scenes man
euvers cl‘r the iop leaders were
attacked by many delegates; ever
the capitalist press was forced tc
comment: that in the UAW, unlike
in so many other unions, the lead
ership sits on an uneasy throne.
The answer to the contradictions
lies in two main underlying facts:

First, while there is a great op
position to the Roosevell war
party and to the whole admin
istrative apparatus of the war ma
chine, the OPM, the Mediation
Board, etc., this opposition har
not been thought out to the end
While a great body of UAW mili
tants oppose the OPM and the
‘Hillman type of unionism, Lhe}
are nevertheless wholly in favor
of the national defense program
The obvious contradiction hetweer
these two positions has not ye!
occurred to the union member
ship.

'Secondly. while the membership
as represented by the delegates
at the convention, have no grea
faith in the present UAW leader
ship, they have mnot yet formec
a new leadership in whom the;
have faith and confidence anc
whom they will follow along th-
path of struggle in defense of, the
union.

Background of Conflicts
Ever since the St. Louis con
vention last vear, there has been
a fierce cligue fight in the UAW
International Executive DBoard

bitterly with Reuther and Thomas
Frankensteen and their eclique
‘What ‘was this fight about? It be
gan pﬁrei;;as a struggle for posts
and prestige, nothing more.

But in Jhie course of a year, the
UAW, propglled by its own organ
izational pyvogress, collided head:
on with the war machine, and the
militant membership set up a howi
against the stiike-breaking union-
busting govermiment apparatus
which had been hurled at their
heads.

The struggle in the CIO between
Sidney Hillman and John L.
the important and
basic union'issues relating to the
attitude of labor toward Roosevelt
and to the war apparatus of the
administration dominated by the
dollar-a-year men, had already
come out into the open and re-
vealed as a basic issue the ques-
tion of the independence of the
labor movement.

came partisans inside the UAW
of the two groups in the CIO.
This did not oceur because the
top UAW leaders became
vinced Dby themselves of the cor
rectness of the respective argu-
ments; on the contrary, they
would have preferred to limit
their fight to power politics. But
through the great lessons of the
North American strike, the Allis
Chalmers strike, the GM strike,
and other big battles which
brought the union into a clash
with the administration agencies,
the basic issues being fought om
by the Lewis and Hillman groups
seeped down tn the thinking sec-
tions of the membership of the
UAW, and wide sections of the
membership had taken sides and
paired off by the time the Buf-
falo convention convened. The
leadership only reflected this di”
vision.

The Reuther group, led by and
large by such renegade Socialist
Party members as the Reuther
brothers, George Nordstrom, Joe
Ditzel, and Emil Mazey, consti-

con-

Auto Convention Posed Labor’s War Problems

tuted a hard and conscious group
who, because of previous political
training, propagated their policy
clearly and formed a tight and
well-organized caucus propagat-
ing the full-rounded Hillman
program on all issues. They used
their training in the Socialist
Party to fight for the most reac-
tionary tendency in the labor
movement.,

The Addes group cannot be said
in that sense to have existed as
a caucus at all. This group was
and remains a top clique of job
ﬁoliticians, whose policy it was
never to let the membership in
on the secret of why they were
fighting Reuther. ]

Addes Group Folds Up

In the whole past year the lead-
ers of the Addes group took a
stand only on questions of job
power and prestige. On all the
basic issues they went along with
Reuther. They upheld Franken-
sleen in his strikebreaking role at
North Anferican, they voted to
bully the GM workers back into
the plants without an agreement
in their recent strike, and hawv
in general been no more and ¥
less conservative on the importan
issues than the Reulhegr group.

At the conventlon, therefore,
the Addes group was immersed
in the problem of their own jobs.
They thought without a doubt
that they could win supremacy in
the UAW by exposing Reuther as
a factionalist and by posing as
the great defenders of unity. Not
only did they give leadership, but
they had to be practicably black-
jacked by leading militants from
Flint, who understood the need
for a basic fight, into calling =
caucus meeting to discuss e
problems. Thay called a caucus
only after terrific pressure,

The militant element at the con-
vention, who came prepared In
a general way to fight the Hill
manism which threatened to sap
the union’s independence, consti
tuted a majority of the conven
tion delegates. This militant eie
ment, led by .ithe well-knit and
able delegation from Flint, were
attracted on severai issues to the

| Addes group when it showed mer-

ely a half-hearted pretense at
fighting Reuther.

These militants fresh from th(_
picket lines, came to-the conven-
tion with a great desire to get a
crack at the Hillman program.

ings for that reason were big
enthusiastic gatherings which dis-
cussed in strong terms the basic
questions of tlie independence of
the union from administration
domination, and pilloried the Hill-
man tendency for lmlly-crawlin::
to the government, stooging o
Wall street, and the like. Addes
and his top clique  did not lead
this group, they were pushed
around by it in spite of themsel-
ves.

The. Communist Party people
during the whole period since the
St. Louis convention of the UAW
were the extreme supporters of
Addes, paralleling in the auto un
ion their support of John L. Lewis
in the CIO as a whole.

However, any discussion of the
Stalinists in auto in terms of two
or three years ago is totally un
realistic.  Precisely because the
auto union has been such a mili-
tant union, and because the Stal-
inists have played such a big role.

The first few Addes caucus meet-

Roosevelt bandwagon. They voted
at. the convention against the pre-
vailing pro-Roosevelt mood and
were a minority also on the Red
issue,

Only the fortitude circumstance
that John L. Lewis's policy was
similar to theirs in opposition to
Roosevelt, enabled the Stalinists
to balance themselves, In addition.
their mew line enabled them to

among the militant membership,
and made it yossible for them
boldl}r to take a hand in the o
ganization of wzireraft and estab
Iish new bases for themselves as
a result.

No such happy accident and nc
gsuch  opportunity accompanied
their recent new turn. On the con
trary, the Stalinists in auto stand
now completely exposed before the
whole congcious membership and
al the convention their nakedness
was displayed before all the in-
formed delegates.

In the first phase they arrived
at Buffalo with a line opposed tc
Lewis. Secondly, their new flip-
flop lost them all standing as a
union group and cost them pop-
ular support among the auto
workers who uow saw them as

attract the great anti-war elements’

and aroused workingclass engaged
constantly in class struggles.
Here, faced with real tests, the
Stalinists starting with their larg
est, most conscious and most ex-
perienced organized group, have
squandered their capital month by
month and year by year until, at
Buffalo, they hardly dared to cpen
their mouths.

The Stalinists’ strategy, care-
fully worked ont in advance, com-
pletely missed lire in actual per-
fermance at Lhe Buffalo conven-
tion.

Previously the supporters of
Lewis and Addes. and bitter op-
ponenis of Hillman and Reuther
and Thomas, they were forced to
try to efface the memory of this
on the eve of the convention, to
switch completely around, forget
the North American strike, ana
try, in order to save themselves.
to get harmony and unity between
the warring groups. They had
the end in view of gradually draw
ing Addes and lLis friends to the
support ot‘ their pro-war program.
and uniLing with  Reuther and
Thomas. This done, they would
have been able to speed the union

Reuther and Hillman, although
that is contrary to their whole
program. In any case, as a major
force the Stalinists are through
in auto. Discrediled as they are,
they cannot mobilize the militant
elements with their present line.
The great body of union fighters
who are moving forward towards
a progressive program cannot be
won by the CP.

The Coming Clash

While Reuther had a tight cau-
cus functioning all through, and
Addes tried weakly to form one,
the chief aspect of the convention
was the fluidity of the delegates.
Caucus lines were crossed and re-
crossed on different questions,
and on many issues almost the
whole convention opposed the un-
animous leadership at the top.
Some of the most militant and
well-thought ont Spee{_:hes on the
OPM, on government control of
labor, were delivered by rank-and-
file delegates at this convention.

This militant element, clearer
on basic issues than ever before.
repregented a great positive welght
at the convention. With unequal-
led boldness this positive weight
put to the forefront the big or-

‘bership. The

along the rails of Roosevelt's war

they exposed {hemselves more |tricksters who were puppets of

thoroughly in anto than in any |the Stalin regime in  Russia.
other section of the labor move- | Third, their nomerical strength
ment, had ecatastrophically decreased.

While the Stalinists still control
a few large locals, they are unable
to use them zny longer as a base
for bigger endeavors, and thls
was shown at Buffalo,

All of this resulted in great de-
moralization of their own people
and in boundless confusion, The
idea that the Stalinists today ant
as a highly disciplined force in
auto is untrue; that is only a
memory of the past.

One must remember that in the
UAW the Stalinists have not heen
able to sail ahead as they have
in the National Maritime Union,
the Transport Workers ete. In
these unions the Communist Party
had a monopoly of leadership and
faced only the out-an-out reaction-
ary opposition, by and large.

In the auto union they had to
face compstition with every ten-
deney in the labor movement, in

At Milwaukee, in 1937, the CP
members were the organizers and
leaders of the Unity group which
commanded the major portion of
the union, and throughout this
period they were considered ar
the great progressive and mili-
tants in auto.

Stalinists Lose Ground

At the Cleveland ‘convention in
1938, while they suffered from a
split with Walter Reuther, and
had already compromised some-
what hy their unprincipled fac
tionalism and disruption, the Stal-
inists still were a controlling force
at the convention and had the
largest single unified bloe.

In St. Louis last year, at the
height of the Stalin-Hitler pact,
they arrived at the convention
having lost heavily in Detroit.
having paid a heavy price as 4

machine. But alas . .. their powel
did not correspond to their big
plans!

- No sooner did the convention
open than Thomas rudely hurled
back the CP support ofiered him.
Reuther pressed his campalgn
against the Stalinists with re-
newed intensity, bent on unseating
their delegates and on crucifying
them on the West Coast. Tn sheer
desperation, the Stalinists had to
trudge along shamefully with the
Addes group, the only group that
would tolerate them.

At the present juncture, in or-
der to keep their dwindling base,
the Stalinists cannot drop Addes
and his people, without .first com-
ing to an understanding with
Reuther and Hillman. Will such
an understanding be forthcoming®
All indications are negative. The
Roosevelt administration, and
Hillman as part of it, will not tol-
erate the Comimunist Parly people
precisely because they are weak
and discredited. To hang on, they

result of their flipflop off the the presence of a highly militant

must continue in a way to oppose

ganization problem — the organ-
ization of aireraft. The insistence
upon this organization exceeded
the demand at St. Louls for the
organization of Ford. An assess-
ment will be voted to pay for the
aircraft drive, and the whole con-
vention centered to a large degree
around this preblem.

The Roosevell and Hillmap
program for aireraft is to adop
a scheme gimilar to the shipyard
agreements which freeze wages.
Inevitaply, the aireraft organiza-
tional drive will clash with the
Roosevelt administration, and will
bring out all the militancy ana
fight of the auto union. That is
the positive road the union is
really going to take in spite of
the top leadership. Couple this
fact with the fact that this is also
the road of the whole CIO in its
fight for complete domination of
the American labor movement, and
you can say for sure that this
fight started at Buffalo, which be-
gan as a clique fight, will deepen
and clarify, and in the course of

clashes with tie apparatus of the

By ART PREIS
“Morale is to materiel as three is to one.”
This famous observation of Napoleon was recalled last week
by the United States Chief of Staff, General Marshall, in com-
menting on the low morale in the new draftee army.
Disciplinary examples, threats, appeals to patriotism or army
tradition have not sufficed to stem the tide of draftee discontent.
The flood of protests against the army term extension from the
draftees, swelled by the clamor from the folks back home, has com-
pelled Roosevelt and the War Department to modify their plans.
Last week the administration had to promise the scldiers conces-
sions, the release of 200,000 men from army service by Christmas,
and the right of the draftees to apply for release after 14 to 18
months service, instead of the 30 months set by Congress. In addi-
tion, General Hershey, director of Selective Service, has directed
local draft boards to assist draftees at the end of their service to
get back their old jobs, as promised.
‘The army stuffed-shirts have come reluctantly to admit that
army morale is “not what it should be.”
Lieutenant General Ben Lear, of “Yoo Hoo!” fame, voiced the
typical officer caste point of view last week, when he said:

“If morale is not high, it is no fault of ours. We have done
everything within reason to promote the welfare and comfort of
the trainees. If the morale is poor, it is-only because the morale
of the people is poor.”

There is truth in this statement, in so far as it deals with the
effect of popular moods on the army. The morale and attitude of a
conseript army parallels that of the civilians.

"By and large. the attitude of the draftees is one that has been
expressed repeatedly by the people in polls, letters to Congressmen,
and the other limited means of expression permitted them. The
American people—three-fourths of them at least—are opposed to
entering the war.

This sentiment of the people is not an alien force operating
upon the morale of the troops, as the officer corps pretends. These
are the feelings that the men bring with them into the army.

The officer staff wants the “ideal” soldier, i.c.. one who is cut
off from all civilian life, and who asks no questions provided he gets
his three “squares” a day and a comfortable bunk at night,

The draftees resist. They have—or believe they have—the right
to say something abeut how the army is run. They do not enter the
army for a career. And they will fizht willingly only for a cause in
which -they believe so deeply that they will not hesitate to sacrifice
their personal welfare and lives to achieve it.

Real Reasons for Low Morale

From several authoritative sources we have been able recently
to get an indication of the real factors underlying the poor morale
of the army.

Pearson and Allen, in their
column, wrote on August 8:

“And to date, judging by our poll of selectees, plus the War

Department’s own frank fears, the Amdrican Army lacks

morale v

syndicated “Merry-Go-Round”

Why The Draftee

not want to fight because they do not see any reason for fighting.
Accordingly they sce little point in their being in Army camps at
all. There is very strong anti-Roosevelt feeling.

“A second reason for trouble is that the men have no faith
in the officers who are commanding them ... The men complain
about junior and senior officers indiscriminately, They say most
of them do not know their jobs. The officers argue with the
noncoms on tactical points and are frequently out-argued, losing
the respect of the men.”

The draftees see that they are commanded by incompetent of-
ficers, who look down on them and won’t hesitate to sacrifice the
lives of the privates.

not their army; that it is the army of class rule. If officers are in-
competent, if the general staff is"ignorant, the soldiers must never-
theless submit. There is no way to replace the present officer caste
with competent, responsible men from the ranks.

“The men complain that there is no way to get ahead in
the army. They say that very few draftees are given a chance
to take officers’ training courses. They say that initiative on the
the part of the privates is discoluraged.’-’

The War Department and the army staff cannot do those things
which would eliminate the basic reasons for the low morale.

Fhev cannot, first of all, provide the soldiers with a cause worth
dying for. The draftees sense that they are not being called upon
to fight for real democracy or fm the “defense” of the nation. They
see the preparations being made to send them to Europe or Asia
to fight for colonies and markets,  They observe the war profiteers
growing fatter at their expense; They take account of Roosevelt’s
broken promises, the trend toward repression of eivil rights, the
seeret diplomacy and arbitrary acts of the administration driving
toward war, the threat of post-war chaos,

Nor can the War Department change the class character of the
army rule, for that rule is simply an extension of the rule of the
bosses. The first criterion for an officer in this army is loyalty to
the ruling class.

That is why the government makes no effort to assist men
from the ranks—workers, trade unionists—to rise to positions of
leadership in the army. The government seeks, above all, to pre-
serve the army as an instrument of the ruling minority.

Thus, the method whereby the War Department and the officer
caste seek to “build” morale is savage discipline and punishments.

A striking instance of this is the court-martial sentence passed
last week against Private John Habinyak, who was sentenced to ten
years and nine months of hard lahor, on five counts of “insubordin-
ation”: spitting on the floor; refusing to clean up the spit; refusing
to clean his mess kit; refusing to sweep the floor; disobeying an
order to pick up some broken conerete. (As we go to press, we learn
that Habinyak’s original sentence has been reduced to three years
and six months as a result of popular pressure.)

Major S. Murrell, judge advocate of the army post where Habin-
vak was convicted, on August 22 amplified the reasons for the

.the War Department has given the boys no conception
of what is happening in the world, has made no attempt to show
them why they are called upon to serve. It has fallen down on
the one hig weapon which makes a modern army fight.”

Life magazine, August 18, 1941, reported the things that the
soldiers themselves, in one of the large and typical training camps,
gave as their reasons for wanting to get out of the army.

The Lewis group wasg far more

“Not more than 5% of the men in this division believe that

savage senfence. He admitted that the five offenses cited were con-
sidered minor. But, he added, Hab:mak was sentenced, in reality,
for his “attitude.”

The officer staff knows that Habinyak’s “attitude” is similar
to that of 95 per cent of all the drafiees. And that “attitude” is the
essence of their morale.

Morale is not, as the bourgeois officer caste thinks, simply a

Progressive and reflected more the emergency is as serious as President Roosevelt insists, They do

question of Prussian discipline, good food, fine equipment and train-
“ing, or recreational facilities,

As Life indicates, the men are coming to realize that this is

Soldiers Have No Faith In Cause For Whlch Ruling Class Wants Them To Fight

Pearson and Allen, in the article previously quoted, draw this
comparison between the French and the Soviet Russian armies:
“In France, battalions, companies, entire regiments, surrendered
en masse, The world was astounded. The French Army had been
heralded as the best in the world.. Its officers had been trained for
years. Its equ;pment while not as good as the Nazis’, was the next
best in Europe.

“Yet the French Army collapsed in 11 short days.

.One year later an entirely different story comes from
Russia.
“There, a huge, unwieldy, green army facing the pick of Hit-
ler's mechanized veterans, has retreated, but not surrendered., At
times isolated and hopelessly cut off, Russian troops have con-
tinued fighting—fighting so desperately that' the Germans have
complained that they did not obey the rules of war.

“OBVIOUSLY RUSSIAN TROOPS HAVE BEEN DE-
FENDING SOMETHING WHICH THEY CHERISHED. THEY
HAVE HAD WHAT THE FRENCH LACKED—MORALE.”

The Soviet soldiers are indeed “defending something which
they cherished”—i.e., their nationalized property, their freedom
from capitalist exploitation, their free socialist future, which,
in spite of the Stalin bureaucracy, still remains a living reality
for themp. ..

The French soldiers were defending the COMITE DES
FORGES (the French Steel Trust) and the 200 Ruling Families
of France.

The American officer staff professes to “marvel” at the morale
of the Red Army. It cannot hope to achieve a similar morale in its
own armies. American working-class youth eannot be made eager
to die for America'’s Sixty Families.

The draftees may be whipped together into some semblance of
a disciplined fighting force by intimidation and terrorism. But that
is not the type of army which will stand up under mtenmve fire and
against imposing odds.

Only A Workers’ Army Will Have Morale

An army directed and ruled by the capitalists and their officer
caste can never be trusted to fight fascism, whether of the domestic
or foreign variety. But the workers of this country must be prepared
to repel fascism hy the only effective means.

Those means are military. They are blind men or knaves who
counsel the workers to pacifism. Those who speak against the
workers obtaining military training and learning the techniques of
modern warfare would have the workers stand meek and defenseless
against the onrushing world-wide capitalist reaction and fascism.

The only kind of army that can defeat faseism is an Army
which the ruling capitalist class cannot achieve, an army with
morale, Morale can exist only in an army which fights for a cause
in which it believes.

The American workers and farmers must have such an army.
Their very lives and liberties depend on it. Tt must be an army re-
sponsive to the will of the masses, figchting in their interests, con-
trolled and directed by the masses,

Such an army is possible only under a workers’ and farmers’

workers can take effective measures to safe-guard their vital inter-

gram, which advocates:
1. Military training of workers financed by the government,
but under the éontrol of the trade unions.
2. Special officers’ training camps, financed by the govern-
ment, but controlled by the trade unions, to train workers to

.. become officers.

government. But even hefore this government is instituted, the'

ests in the military field. That is the purpose of our military pro--

war machine will become the ma-
jor aspect of the labor movement
and its advancement in the yeaf
ahead. ) : .

The leadership is forced to
propel the union into the aircraft
drive not only because of the in-
sistence of the rank and file, but
in the interests of their own pres-
ervation. The AFL threatens to
capture aircraft and that cannot
be tolerated by the UAW,; move-
over, priority curtailment of raw
materials for auto threatens to
drastically cut down employment
in auto and face the II.TAW' with
a vastly reduced working mem-
aireraft drive will
be pushed and pushed hard.

Temper of Membership

In spite of the desire of the
UAW Board members to patch
things up and build a unified top
machine to their mutual benefit,
the aireraft drive will sharply
pose all the basic issues confront-
ing the auto union today; this,
plus the accumulating bitterness
of the Lewis-Hillman fight is
bound to split the UAW board
more widely than ever in the past
vear. Reuther has the majority‘
of the board today. But in the
ensuing struggles, the problem of
who econtrols the majority of the
board will be decided by the tem-
per of the membership and only
by that factor.

Addes can still be expected to
work closely with Lewis. What
direction will ke get from him?
The Lewis machine in the CIO.is
made up of itihe old line wheel-
horses of the Miners union. In
the Buffalo convention, Lewis did
not attend and throw his personal
weight behind the Addes group;
he did not do this because Lewis
is a prestige politician, and would
not risk his prestige and standing
where he was nol sure of victory.
He sent instead his man Alan Hay-
wood, whose ccniribution, with or
without Lewis's aid, was the un-
prineipled horse-trade by which
Frankensteen wus assured a hoard
job in exchange for his support
to Addes, dumping Reuther, ahd
making some deals as to appoint-
ments in the aiveraft set-up. The
North American fight was hushed
up as a result of this deal.

Such a deal cooked up by the
boys in the Dack room might

AFL convention, o1 even in the
Mine Workers or Steel Workers,
but when it reached the red hot
floor of the UAW convention its
rottenness was exposed and . der-
ided and bitterly resented by the
militant delegution. This type of
tactic 1s typical of the Lewis ma-
chine.
But events are unquestionably
going to propel Lewis toward
more progressive positions as the
struggle for the building of the
CIO progresses, because he is
staking his futnre not on Roos-
evelt and his’ war adventure, but
upon the future and strengthen-
ing of the CIO. This may tend to
force Addes in his turn also to
take a more progressive stand.’
Reuther on the other hand, to
meet the new militancy of the air-

jority if possible to kick out the
radical and militant elemeunts, un-
der the constitutional amendment
passed at the convention. This is
his only defense against the new
onrush and the auto union may
witness, while it is surging for-
ward organizationally, an attempt
by the top grour to behead the
militants and izolate them.

Know What They Want

But the militants from Cleve-
land, Flint and elsewhere, at thid
convention showed the greatest
solidarity of ideas in the history
of the union, and demonstrated
that they know what they want.
There is no question that many
of this fighting group will break
in the coming period decistvoly
with the war machine, and this
fighting core of men who pushed
Addes as it did at the Buffalio
convention. will push further in
the coming menths, for a prog-
ram to build the union in the face
of any and all opposition. To un-
derstand the auto union, it is nec-
essary to understand the courage-
ous fighting men who make up
its heart and sinews. They are de-
termined to huild. Those who go
along with them they will accept.
Those who stand in their way they
will brush aside;the veterans of the
sit-downs and scores of labor bat-
tles, are determined that the UA'W
shall march forward, organize afr-
craft, solidify their gains, and pre
tect and defend the most Power-
ful labor union in the history of

struggle, these union men who
have learnt so miuch in the past

years, who have developed so far,

sure a fighting

leadership for

American labor,

have smoothly gone over -in an

craft drive, will use his new ma-,

the country. In the course of this .

will grow in, stature and will in-
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Negro Strugglé

By ALBERT PARKER
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Is This the Negroes’ War?

No one will dispute the right of the Com-
munist Party to say of the bosses’ war which
the United States is about to enter that it is
their war too. In fact, they can say so with the
greatest justice, for they are subordinating
everything else to support of the imperialist war.

But when they presume to speak for the
Negro people too, and to say for them, “This is
our war,” then they are taking just a little too
much upon themselves and have to be brought
to order—above all, of course, by the masses of
Negroes themselves,

Last Wednesday in Chicago, William Patter-
son, old time Stalinist Negro leader who has sue-
cessfully weathered a half dozen changes in the
Communist Party line without blinking an eye,
attempted to identify the sentiments of the Ame-
rican Negro people with the views of Stalinism.

According to the Daily Wotker, Patterson,

who was spéaking at a rally with William Foster

* to whoop it up for Roosevelt’s war plans, “pointed

oul that the Negro people were behind the war

betause it was a war against sldvery just as
much as the war of 1861.”

He said, “This is our war. Black America
will play its part today just as it did in 1776
and again in 1861.”

We do not care at this point to enter into a
diseussion of why Patterson and James Ford say
such things today and why they are trying to
round up the Negro people for support of the

. Everybody who keeps up with them knows
that three months ago they were callihg Walter
White and William Pickens and A. Philip Ran-
dolph all kinds of names because they were try-
ing to get the Negroes to support the war, And
that they would still be doing this except that the
Soviet Union was attacked by Hitler, and the
Stalinists, instead of continuing the struggle
against the ruling class here, are now currying
favor with them and dropping all opposition to
the ecapitalists and their treatment of Negroes.

Even less room do we have to devote to the
preposterous idea that the masses of Negroes
are supporters of the war pland of the govern-
ment. Anyone who is not blind or dishorest
admits that of all groups the Negroes are the
least enthusiastic about this war that will be
fought with Jim Crow airplanes and a Jimi Crow
armed force. Only among people like Pickens, a
paid stooge of the government, and now the
Stolinists, does one hear the phrase, “This is
our war.”

What we do want to discuss is not whether
tHe' Negroés mow think this is their war—an
idtea “Which they may ‘accept in the future as a*
1é°.t|Tt of the pressure and propagandd of the
Uncle Tofis and Stalinists—but whether they
should think so.

What the War Will Mean

What is the war about? Is it a war for democ-
racy? The capitalist governments that claim it
. i5 do not seem very much worried about demoe-
racy in their colonies or at home. The politicians
who are beating the war drums the loudest in
this country, the southern poll taxers, have
never been known to seek any democracy for the
Negroes and poor white workers, The British
imperiélists who oppress, shoot and arrest the
colored people in the colonies, are not much in-
terested in democracy in those countries either.

No, it is simply a war for profits, for
¢colomies, for markets to sell goods. Britai
and the United States have control of thése
markets and colonies today, while thé Nazis -
want to get them to exploit themselves.

Who will gain from the war? The bosses in
the countries that win will be able to exploit
the masses of the world. They will try to disarm
the other bandits so that they continue this ex-
ploitation for as long as possible. That will be
the kind of “peace” they will give us. One thing
"is sure: under neither imperialist rule will the
colonial people of Africa, India, etc., be given
freedom or securily.

What will the war bring the Negroes? Tém-
porarily it may bring a few jobs that will be
vacatéd by white workers getting into the ex-
panding war industries. It will bring insult and
segregation and death to large numbers of young
Negroes, It will bring inecreased prices and a
lowered standard of living for 95% of the Neg-
roes. And then when the war is over, it will bring
the biggest depression in history, in which as
usual the Negroes will suffer the greatest hard-
ships. After that there will be only the prospect
of World War IIL

All we neéd do is state the problem as
simply as that, and the answer is obvious:
the Negro people; least of all, have any
reason to say, “This is our war.”

We are not claiming that this answer soifes
all the problems of the Negroes. It is clear that
it doesn’t. It can tell the Negroes what they
shouldn’t do willingly, but that isn’t enough.
Wars can’t be prevented just because the workers
don’t want them, because as long as the capi-
talists hold economiec and political power, they
can force the workers "intg their wars even
dgainst their will. _

But nevertheless the Negro must hold fast
to his position: this is not his war, it is a war
for the bosses who Jim Crow him. He may be
forced to fight in it, but unwillingly and with
‘the understanding that it is not in his interests.
Only if he understands this, can he really fight
in his:own interests by supporting a differént
kind of war.

Next week we will discuss the kind of war
the Negro people should suppért;, as well as the
reference by Patterson to the Negro’s rolé in
the wars of 1776 and 1861,
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The State of Massachusetts versus Sacco and Vanzetti

Statements m.ldc l)y the

]97_'
SACCO: B

“I know the sentence will be
between two classes, the op-
presseéd class and the rich class
and thete will alwdys be col-
lision between oné and the
other. We fratermze the people
with the hooks with the liter-
ature. You persecute the
pebple, tyrannize them and kill
thém. We try the education of
people always. You try to put
a path between us and some
other nationality that hates

here today on this bench, for
having been of the oppressed
cldss. Well, you are the oppres-
sot!”

sentence pronounced against tlp

each other. That's why I am .

~ NICOLA S4ACCO _
BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI
Llectrocuted by the State of Massachusetts on

August 22, 1927, at midnight
rlsonel‘q upon heating the deéath

m by Judgé Thayer on April 9,

VANZETTI :

“If it had not beent for thesé
thing, I might havé live oat my
life talking at street corners
to scorning men: I fight Rave
die,. uiihbnored, umknown, a
failite. Now wé dre not & fail-
uré. Thi§ is our édréer dnd our
triumph: Never ini our fall lifé
could we Hopé to do such work
fot tolerané¢e, for justits, fof
man’s Understanding of man as
now we do by accidént. Otur
words—our lives—our pains—
nl)“'ill‘lg"
lives—lives of & good shoé-
maker and a poor fish peddlés

—all! That last momeént belongs
to us—that agony i¥ our

triumiph!”

BACKGROUND OF THE CASE:
At the end of World War I,
upon the demobilization of the
A E F, a erisis hit American eco-
nomy. Unemployment and starva-
tion led first to panic and then
to unrest among the workers. To
crush the rebellious spirit of the
masses, the federal government
launched a vicious assault upon
trade unions and radical organiza-
tions and especially against those
foreign-born workers who had mil-
itant influence zmong the unskil-
led in the basic indusfries of the
country. Headquarters were wreck-
up,' homes
raided, workers mercilessly beaten
and subjected to “third-degree”
tortures. This brutal period is
known in labor history as the time
of the Palmer raids, named for
the then Atitorney-General of the
United States.

Among the victims of this at-
tack was an Italian immigrant,
Andrea  Saldeds, -whose body
hurtled fourteen stories to a New
York pavement on, May 3, 1920,

after a “third degree” qilestion-

ing by the police. The crime

aroused Italian workers in every
city. In the neighhorhood of Bos-
ton, two friends of Salsedo’s, Nic-
ola Sacco and Bartolomeo Van-

- zetti, prepared to conduct an in-

vestigation into Salsédo’s violent
death and to urgé their comrades
to protect themselves against sim-
ilar outrages.

"BASIS OF THE FRAMEUP:

On Décember 24, 1919, at Bridge-
water, Massachusetts, 4 pdyrolt
holdup was attempted by a gang
of bandits driving a Buitk ecar.

On April 15, 1920, at South
Baintree, Massachusetis, a success-
ful payroll robbéry résulted in'the
fatal shooting of Frederick A. Par-
menter, paymaster, and Alexandér
Berardelli, guard, for thé Sldter
and Morrill shoe plant. This hold-
up was also conducted by a gang
using a car for their get-away.

THE ARREST:

On May 5, 1920, Saceo and Van-
zetti were arrested as they rode
on a streetcar in Brockton, Mas-
sachusetts, on their gvay to the

homes of som@of tHeir Italian

comrades to organize a meetm"

The taking of otf

-By Lydia Reidel

of profest against the terror which
had resulted in Salsedo’s death.
Bich of thém cmrled a gun, a
practie¢ which ihe_ nature of their
work had demanded for

crude qiiestioning of the defee-
tives was {0 profect the jdéntity

the drrangemenis of the Mideting,
Believiilg thdt they weré being ar-
rested for a polifical érifie, the:f
lied about their destination Ané
purposes. When these statemente
were proven fals¢, the behavior of
the men was eéftefed into the
court “as “coN§eiougness of guift”
and. their explafidtions efifitely |
digregarded.

They admitted having tried to
borfow a friend’s Buick car, which
happened to vesemble the one
ugéd in the South Baintree crime.
This car, the “consciousness of
guilt,” and the “foreign” appear-
dante and behavior . of the men,
constimted tlie bulk of the case
against them.

THE VICTIMS:

Nicola Sacco was a skilled shoe-

tion among his fellow-workers.
Bartolomeo Vanzelh was a fish
pedd]er. seriously devoted to the
tddical educaticn and organiza-
tion of Ifalian workers. He was

lan- avid student of re\rolutionaly

philosophy
THE TRIALS:

Vanzétti was rushed to trial for
complicity robbery
Bridgewater. He was bewildered
at the conduct of the tfial and
was foolishly not permttted by Hid
attorney {o testify in his own de-
fense. Witnesséd offersd perijtired
testimony for the prodeciition: the
testinlonly - 6f ing Witnésged who
testified to hdving bought eeld
from Vanzetti miles from Bridgé:
water on thi& ddy of the crime
was disregarded: The coutt wag
viciously antirddical and = anti
dfien; é_oﬁviciio‘fl Wwith a fifteel-
yéar jail sehitéiice resutted.

Ldter deve_,lopﬁ::ts made . il
clear that this viction on &

in the at

: many
yedrs. Their first reaction to fhe

of thode associaied with themn in

worker, active in union organiza- |

 case was something beyond

licizéd the ﬁa

“eriminal Tec-
important o1

der to éstablisn a
ord” for theé mote

frée case came to trial.

Indictments against the two pris
onérs in the payroll murders af
South Braintree weére brought on
September 14, 1920. From May 31
to July 14, 1921, the fafce of this
notdrious trial went on Dbefore
Judge Webster Thayer at Dedhant.
Massachusetts,

Visitors to the courtroom were
dégrched. Bomb  dcares weré
thfdwn out. “Witnesses” for the
prodecution poured olit fantastic
L and obviotsly perjtired testimony;
Witniessed for thé defense ‘were
tetrorizéd and fived from  EHédy
joby aftér téstifying. Snobbery ane

‘hatred of the foréign-born and the

“agitator” thickened the afmio
dpliere. The prejudice. of Judge
Thayer Appalled even his reaction
dry assoclates.

After five Hours’ deliberation o
thé mountdinous record of testi-
by, cross-questioning ahd de
f)'afte, the jury returned a verdiet
of guilty and sentenced the two
Tén to death in the electric chair.

THE SEVEN-YEAR DEFENSE:

The more alert organizations of
the working class militant
trade unions and radical political
parties — sensed at once that this
the
simple framing of two Italian
workers; thaf it was an act of
terrér on the part of theé bour’
geois stite against tHe working
class.

The libéral Ameérican bourgeoisie
wis horrified dt the crass miscon.
ddét of the case. 1t organized for
the defendé of two unfortunate
Italians.

Two défense comniittees latnch:
éd their campaigns: the Sacco-
Vanzeiti Defetise Committse, com- |
posed of ihdignant liberals with |
Biigéne Lyons as secrétary; and

the Inte“llitl(]n'll Labor Defense,

With James I, Cannon as secre-
tary; :
The Defense Committee orfented

itself ‘on tlmre rﬁimdx;t pub-
' errors and

lesse: charge wasl secured in or-

ev1dénceﬂ of prejudices

on the,

thém put us in prison.

forces, “fantastically” small,

ho connection with.

Paragraph 12 reads:

would; and they did, aécept

TROTSKYIS

) (Confiriéd frém page 3)
government, Roosevelt wouldi’t be indicting us, he would Have
been disposed of a long time ago. If we were strong enough to
threaten the Democrats or Republicans or the fascists, they would
not be indieting 29 people. Thmgs would be at a far more serious
pass, and the social crisis and the rise of fascism would have
developed to a pbint where {he trahsitory figure of Roosevelt
would have beén éxpunged fromi the political scene. The Social
democratic philistiies prétend noét to know that revolutionists
who are perseétited and put in prison are always minority gr oups,
as a rule small minorities. Wheén we get big enough; we won't let

Thé prosecition is no joke for us. The Haymarket martyrs
represented a gioup no bigger thin we. Saceco and Vanzetti rep-
resented a very small group. The IWW in 1917 was by no means
a powerful, million-strotig movement, Neither were the pioneer
Comntunists in 1919-20. A1l the cases in American history of per-
secution, of workers being arrested and thrown into jail and
penitentiaries for long termis have always been cases involving
snidll groups; from the point of view of the relationship of

Thé FBI is not jokifig in olif case. They know very well
thdt weé were not “conspiring” 1o overthrow the government.
That is thé frameé-ap part 6f thé indictment. And frame-up
is an insepdrable part of Amiéfiéan bourgeois justice: Why,
do you réemémber; it ig judt fiftééh years ago tonight that
Sa‘lcc'ui aﬁd Vaﬁzé‘ttt, two v'ery g"bo'ﬂ nl"ld hone%t frl"ﬁds of fhe

Fifteen years ago tonight they weére put to death in Massa-
chusetts on an absolutely fidlse conviction for crimes they had

Thé miost outstandihg cdses of persecution of labor people.
and unpopular séét§ in Amérita have always been frame-ups.
The 7éal crinie ifi our case is quite clear. It is only the sceptics,
the wiséacrés on the fringes of the movement, the apologists for
the Roosevelt administriation—only stich people profess ignorance
as to what it is all about, Thé prosecutors know what our real
crime is. They havé absent-mindedly put it in the indictment in
one place, to remove any doubt.
of the indictment gives the real érime of the SWP and the leaders
of Local 544. If you havén’t read it, I advise you to read the whole
indictment in the August isstie of the “Fourth International.”

THE PRINCIPLES OF LENIN AND TROTSKY

P'afagraph. 12 of the first count

“12. The said deféndants ahd their eco-conspirators

ag the ideal formula for the

carrying out of théir said objettives the Russian Revolution
of 1917, whereby the thén existing Government of Russia was
overthrown by force and violénce, 4nd the principles, teach-
ings, writiies, ¢coungel and ddvice of the leaders of that revo-
lution, chiéfly of V. 1. Lénifi and Leon Trotsky, would be,
and they were, lobked to, felied on, followed and keld out to
others ds caféchisms and téit_[iﬁbit's directing the mantier and
means by which thé afofésdid aiim of the defendants could,
and would be; accomplished; and atcordingly, certain of the
defendants would, and they did; gé from the City of Min-
neapolis, State and District of Mihnesota, and from other
cities in the United States to Mexico City, Mexico, there to
ddvise with and to receive the advite; counsel, guidance, and
directions of the said Lé&én Trotsky.”
Count 12—that. is right: That point is no frameup. That is
no false actusation: That is what thdy really accuse us of, and
that is what we are really guilty of! And we are proud of it,

LI

and We dre going to eontintié to be guilty of that eriime 4 long as
we live, Whether we are in- jdil or out of jaill

“The Russian Revolution of

1917 and the advice and direc-

tions of Lenin anhd Trotsky’—yes, that is what we stand for.
And that is the only way of salvation for America! We know we
are r:gh’t and we know that nobody can stop us. No Roosévelt
and no Biddle and their whole hypotritical treacherous gang can
stop the march of history that is represented by the Fourth In-
ternational. This rotten bourgieois democracy, trying to crush our
movement in this. prosecution, will deal itself soime blowsg from,
which it “will never recover: It will bé expbsed ifi thé eyés of tens
of thousands of workers as a rotten, hypocritical fraud,
A year after Trotsky’s death we rémiember his words -
dnd we remain faithful to his tedchings, inspired by his mem-
ory. We will have our say at the trial to Messrs. Roosevelt

dnd Biddle ahd fﬁeu- war party.

We will go into the tourt and

dnd answer to their indictménts riot as deféndafitd but as
dcclisers, accusers of them and of the system that they rep-
resent. We will put them on trial and acédée themi of éongpir-
dey sgamst mankind by trymg to plunigé tRe peoplé into
dnbther war, a war whu:!l will devoilr people by million$ and
destroy a larze part of the cultural heritage of civilized
people accumulated thirough so mafy cénturies.

We shill go into thé douft confident Hetause we Trotskyists
have fio doubt of otir historic wiséion. W& Have ro doubt of the'
destifly of the clasy we représeiit to be victorious. And we know
we are the only party that can #éprégent this class,

THE ALTERNATIVE: SOCIALISM OR FASCISM

('fomrade Trotsky himself had a vast contempt for all other
political organizations whether boui‘geon or petty-bourgeois or

so-talled workers parties.

h out last meeting With Himi a Jiftle

More than a year ago we toéf-; occasion to discuss thése questions
with him—hovw ih spite 6f all theit adaptation and compromises,
the reformist dnd centrist pditiéy couldn’t make any headway
in thig éountry. How fhe singlé party that showed continious,
évent if modest; prowth dhd stability; and retdined its self con-
fidence, is our party—the parfy of Trotskyism. He sdid these
other parties are comipletely hopéless because they 4ll stand on

ground that is crumibling away

beneath their féet—the ground

of boutgeois démberacy. Théy dd not stand on_the rock of princ-
iplé which alone could assure their future. Theéy suffér by sym-
pathétic action from all the diseases of bourgeois democracy and
must perish with it. Oné blow of war can disperse their parties.
The *red] altérnatives i Ahiérica are Roosevelt’s party—
or we. That is what Comrade Trotsky said to our delegation
d year dgo: Afid then He corrected himself and said, that is
riot exactly précise: Bécause Roosévélt’s party is a transitory
thifig which will bié ghmnd to Bits as the social crisis devel-
ops. Theé réal dltérnative ifl Afilérica, the real show- down, will
He betwéeri the AMérican fdseists and the Américan Foiirth

Intérnidtiondlists.

Wé beliévé that, diid we are ure of our right to victory.
Historicd] progréss is nbt finishéd, but ofi the contrary i§ only
beginning. Conirade Trotsky taught Us to believe that. He taught

us t6 Béliéve in ma#h, 4nd Ris

et}

coiimiinist fituré. The mMeméry of

Trotsky; of 411 that hé wd& and 41 that he left to us; the man,
the teacher, thé comradé; thé meméry of Trotsky which we and
those who come after us will keep foréver green; is our strongest
support, our greatest heritage: Holdmg on to that heritage, wé
ourselves are strong and invincible. We can face any persecu-
tion, Weé can fdce any foe, with ¢onfidence that the future belongs
to s, The futlire helongs to thé Fourth Intérnational which has

the name of Trotsky written on

its binner! _

thé two prisonets whet the Brain-

part of judge, specialists, and
witnedses. It sought to force a re-
versal by legalisti¢ maneuverings
and indignant speeches.

Thé International Labor De-
fense, on thé other hand, played
every legalistic angle to its limif
and went further. It handled the
case as an encounter in the eclass
war: the capitalist state vs. the
working class.

The Defenss Committee
piled a long list of impressive
names of intelligent, highly res-
pécted people of means and social
station who considered the con-
vietion a miscarriage of American
justice, They fired the attorney
for the mén —— a fighting west-
erner conhected with a number of
LW.W. cases. To them his pres-
ence in court was an affront to
the culture and dignity of Judge
'Tlmyu He was replaced by a man
whose cultural background did riot
clagh with the judge’s.

The I1.L.D. fought with revolu-
tionary vigor. Street demonstra-
tions weré organized not only in
every American industrial center
but in every city were there was
an organized proletariat. Moscow,
Londox, Berlin, Parls, Vienns,
Canton, Shanghai, Rio de Janeiro,
Sydney — all of these and mare
shook with dethonstrations against
A_merican class justice. In Paris,
the proletariat threatened to take
the American consulate building
apart brick by brick. The nanies
of Sacco and Vanzetti became the
toesiti of an aroused working class
fighting the bourgeocis state.

com-

For seven years the fight raged.
Motions for a new trial weve de-
nied; higher courts of the State
of Maissachuefts upheld their
Judge Thayer; Governor Alvan T.
Fuller reviewed the case and stood
behind his class brother, denying

a pardon. The liberals on the
U. S. Supreme Court bench, ex-
pressing a cowardly sympathy

with the defendants, refused to
stick their necks out and move
to review the case.

THE COUNTER‘CAMPAIGN
OF THE BO-LRGEOIBIE

The ruling class was frightened
It resorted as always to terror
and further frameup. Black-jacks
dnd night sticks, even tear-gas
(then relatively untested in civil-
ian disorders) were given a good
work-otit on the demonstrators.
Mysterious, unexploded bombs
Wwere ‘“discovered” under circum-
stances {hat cast a shadow on mil-
itant workers. “Anarchists” and
“bolsheviks” were uncovered in
every alley. Sacco and Vanzetti
were almost forgoiten and the as-
sault of the®state went directly
where it was intended — to the
organized working class.

Almost two years before the ex-
ecution, a fellow prisoner, Celes-
tino 1. Mddeiro, tonfessed to Van-
zetti and the police that he had
been involved in the South Brain-
tree murders. He swore that
neither Sacco nor Vanzetti was
implicated and although he de-
clined to hame any of the parti-
cipants, the police were able to
identify them as members of a
certain Morelli gang which oper-
ated, in the neighborhood of Bos-
fon. Despite this spectacular turn
in the cdge, a new trial was de-
nied and Madeiros died in the
electric chair with Sacco and Van-
zotti.

THE EXECUTION:

Tiice, the fury of an arous-
ed working class forced the State
of Masgachusetts to grant a re-
prieve, once to the week of August
10 and again to August 22, 1927.

A wild hope surged in the breast
of the proletariat. Its sense of
power and determination to fight
grew. For a while it forgot thar
the bourgeois state was still on

top and beélieved that the two sym-

bols of working class strength
and revéenge might be released.

The world-wide demonstrations
for the two men weré climaxed in
a magnificent wave on the night
of August 22. Téns of thousands
of demonstrators milled through
the streets of the ¢itadels of capi-
talism, waiting for midnight. The
police were apprehensive, At 12:19

-| the news flaslied that Sacco was

dead. Five minutes of stunned
gilénee gripped the masses of wait-
ing wotkérs until word came that
Vanzetti too had been burned to
dedth by the class enemy. The
gilénce broke in a forrent of ragé
and a bitter resblve that the
hames of the two great martyrs
of labor must bYe inscribed on the
red _banilers under which the
working class marches to its final
victory.

'Hopkins Covers
Stalin and the
Moscow Trials

By JACK WEBER

Hopkins Investigates Russia

The significant meeting between Roosevelt and
Churchill was preceded by the sudden. trip of
Harry Hopkins, Roosevelt's present alter ego, to
Moscow. Hopkins stayed in Russia just long
enough to have one of those intimate chats with
Stalin—and then returned completely enlightened
concerning the whole situation in Soviet Rusaié_l.

Since the wording of the three points in his
report to Roosevelt, ac given in the press, has
not been in any way denied, and especially since
it fits in so well with the needs of the “Allies,”
we can accept the widespread accounts as fairly
accurate. ]

First of all Hopkins reported that the Red
Army was still intact as a fighting force. The
High Command of the Russian army was still
functioning well, and this command was in un-
interrupted communication with the Soviet gov-
ernment in Moscow. That is all to the good, of
course. This item in fhe report was intended;to
reassure those reactionaries who were using the
argument that any aid given to Stalin would nof
only be useless, but actually harmful since what
was sent might soon fall into the hands of the vie-
torious Hitler. "

Even the more recent retreats of the Red Army,
particularly from the Ukraine, and the threat to
Leningrad, are not lobked upon ad menacing the
continuance of Russian resistance to Hitler. The
seizure of the Ukraine by the German army and
the possible fall of ithe great industrial district
about and in Leningrad, will be very grave blows
at the Red Army and at Soviet Russia, but they
will not be immediately fatal. It seems quite
certain by now that the war in Russia will con-
tinue during the coming winter.

The second point in the Hopkins report is
also all to the goodl. Tt is certainly clear that
Hitler had banked on two false premises, First
of all, he had underestimated the strength of the
Red Army and its power of resistance. In thid
he was not alone. The enemies of Russia hoped
that the purges of the commanding staffs of the
Red Army carried out by Stalin solely as a pres
ventive measure to maintain himself in power,
had so undermined the Red Army and so be-
headed it that it would prove an easy victim for
the fascists., i

But Hitler had not only miscalculdted con-
cerning the strength of the Red Army. He had
algo miscaleulated concerning the strength of the
reactionary forces in the Soviet Union walting
for the chance to strike a blow at the USSR.
Hitler had banked on the possibility of a counter-
revolution directed against Stalin for the restora-:
tion of capltahsm Hopkins therefore brings the
réassui hat no such Fifth Column movement

a
‘mﬁtema'lwland that the whole Soviet Union is -

united in the courageous struggle against the
fascist foe.

Hopkins and the Purges

Had Hopkins stopped there, we might not have
taken the trouble to comment on what is obvious,
But the second point is tied up with a third.
The third one is an attempt lo “explain” thé
others, It iz also an attempt to lend political
aid to Stalin — for a return in kind! What
brought about the “unity” of the Soviet Union
in the desperate struggle against the fasecists?
Hopkins tells us that it was Stalin’s remarkable
foresight in ridding himself of all “dlssﬂen{""
and oppositional elements in the period before
Hitler's march into Russia. ;

In this fashion Hopkins tries to uphold Stalin’s
hand in regard to all fhe purges and all the in-
famous Moscow trials., The Stalinists brazenly
asserted after every purge that Stalin had’
strengthened the Soviet Union, not weakened it. "
They resorted to the fakery of amalgams, class-
ing together the revolutionists with the counter-

‘revolutionists. All opposition to the murderous

Stalin was made to appear as opposition to the
Soviet Union. i

Hopkins wants us at this late. date to dccept
this long-exposed Stalinist version. He wants us™
to believe that the preseht unrity of the Smrlef
workers gnd peasants against Hitler, is the same .
thing 4s complete support of Stalin, past and
pregent. Nothing could be more false.

The Soviet masses understand very well fhat
the hordes of Hiitler are the worst and most dan-"
gerous enemy to the Soviet Union. Their fight -
is now directed against this fascist imperialist™
that threatens to depnve them of the last, ‘most!y
fundamental conquests of the October Revoltution
-—the nationalized property and the monopoly ot 3
foreigh tredde. TFor the time being, until thls
fight against the main enemy is settled, or is near,
completion, the masses continue to tolerate Stal-
inism. .

Hopkins Hates October Too i

Evidently Stalin does not believe his own lies™
about the nature of the unified struggle against:.
Hitler. For he is preparing betimes, while t e at-.
Lention of the workers is completely taken up by
the ]1fe and-death struggle againet Hitler, to taka
all measures against any later attempts at his own.
removal. That is shown by the Gstnh]ish'ing of the-
war dictatorship and the renewed attempt to set,
up GPU control of the armed forces. )

Why did Hopkins give Salin this political sup--"
port? Because he and Stalin have a common:-
enemy—the October Revolution, the revolution of;_"
the working class. Roosevelt-Churchill have made
it clear that they intend gxacting from Stalin the
promise (as though.that were in his power! ) that
he will not attempt to foster any western Euro-
pean revolution during or after the present war..
Clearly also the “Allies” fear any possibility o‘f
the resurgence of ‘the revolution in Soviet Russia:
itself. They know very well {hat they can . rely.
on Stalin to do everything possible to prevent-
this. Thus Rooseveli and Stalin are showing a,
united putpose to aim blows not only against
Hitler but against the revolutionary workers.:
Stalin las already given evidencée thsat he Will
continue his “purges” of revolutionists even . dur--
ing the present war. In this he will have the full
support of the “Allies.”
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To defend the U?SR as the main

foriress of the world proletariat,

against all assaults of world imperial-
ism and of internal counter-revolution,
is the most important duty of every

class conscious worker.

—LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers.

Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars.

Confiscation of all war proﬁts. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
_operatlon under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

Worke¥s Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment.

Govern-

Revolutionary Policy
Can Bring Victory

(Continued from page 1)
to move forward and regain all that has been taken
from it by the Stalinist reaction.

The program for victory presented by our party
can be realized in life through the action of the
-Soviet masses themselves. We urge the uncondi-
tional defense of the Soviet Union against imper-
ialist attack as the elementary duty of the working
class. The stubborn resistance of the Red Army and
‘the mass rising of the urban proletariat demon-
strate how both recognize the necess:ty for defend-
“ing to the last ditch the remaining achievements of
-their revolution. The Russian workers exhibit no
_signs of .defeatism. Such renegacy belongs to the

" petty-bourgeois radicals in the capitalst countries.

- The independent revolutionary proletariat
-is moving to the forefront in the Soviet
“Union on the wave of a resurgent revo-

“lutionary tide. This class movement imparts a new
-dynamic force to the defense of the workers’ state.
“This can be the beginning of the renewal of the
.Russian Revolution.

The defeats to date are by no means decisive.
“Victory can be won by the Soviet workers with the
follomng program:

. Release all pro- -Soviet prisoners in Stalin’s
L|a115 and concentration camps, and restore thém
to their rightful place in the armed forces.

2. Restore the democratic institutions of the
working class, including the Soviets and trade-
unions, and give full political freedom to all pro-
Sowet parties.

3 Return to the international proletarian revo-
lutionary course of Lenin and Trotsky.

4. Unfurl the banner of struggle for a Socialist
United States of Europe.

5. Down with Stalin’s ruinous policies! No

. faith in imperialist alliances! Rely upon the in-

dependent power, revolutionary policy and demo-
cratic institutions of the Soviet workers and the
Red Army. In alliance with the international
working class they can save Leningrad, hurl back
the fascists, drive odt the "Stalinist bureaucracy
and sweep capitalism off the face of the earth.

Who Profits AtKearny?

It was shrewd politics on the part of Roéosevelt
to order the “seizure” of the Federal Shipbuilding
and Dry Dock Company plant at Keamy, N. J.
He is now in a position to claim that he is abso-

lutely impartial. He seized the North American '

Aviation Company's plant in California and broke
the strike by the use of troops and now he com-

s

mandeers the plant at Kearny and might even
give the ‘workers what they are striking for
although that is highly questionable.

In the California case the blame for the seizure
was laid upon the strikers. In Kearny the blame
is laid upon the Company. Many workers, we fear,
will be fooled. by this show of impartiality.

- But let us remember that in California the
strikers did not want the use of troops—they were

bitterly opposed to it. In Kearny the President =

of the Company asked the government to take
over the plant. In the one case the President broke
a strike and in the other the President relieved
the employers of an embarrassing ‘position.

What does the company lose by the govern-
ment’s action in taking over the plant? It loses
none of its profits. All of the top managers will
be retained. Actually it avoids giving in to the
union at a time when the union is at its strongest.
After the emergency is over, the company will get
its plant back and then it will be in a better posi-
tion to fight the union.

Obviously the employers are not happy about
the “seizure.” They would prefer to have Roose-
velt break the strike as he did in Inglewood, Cali-
fornia. But Roosevelt, in this respect, is much
more clever than the employers in whose interests
he governs. By his act in taking over the plant in

New Jersey he has placed himself in a better posi-

tion to crack down on strikers in the future.

The workers should not be fooled by Roose-
velt’s action. They should not be satisfied with a
seizure which, in actuality, puts the government
into the plant as an agent of the employer to run
the plant in the interest of the employer. They
should demand that the government expropriate
the plant and that it be operated under the control
of the workers.

Yes, Churchill, You

Are Presumptuous

If Churchill or Roosevelt or Hitler would only
confine themselves, in their speeches, to criticizing
the words and deeds of their opponhents they would
then come near to speaking nothing but the truth.

When Hitler unmasks the hypocrisies of
Churchill and Roosevelt there is very little that is
false in his speech. When Churchill and Roosevelt
show what a liar and cheat Hitler is they utter
words of wisdom and truth.

It is when the leaders of these imperialist coun-
tries speak of their own aims and purposes that
they stray far from the truth. A world of hard
facts rises to refute them.

In his speech on Sunday, August 24, Churchlll
referring to his conference with Roosevelt on the
Atlantic Ocean, asks rhetorically: “Would it be
presumptuous for me to say that it symbolizes
something even more majestic, namely, the mar-
shalling of the good forces of the world against the
evil forces, etc...” Our answer is: Of course it is
presumptuous. And not only presumptuous but a
lie, nothing but a lie.

What “good forces” does British imperialism
represent? The forces that keep millions of Indians
and Africans in subjection are (to use the words of
Churchill) just as wicked and evil as the forces
represented by Hitler.

When Churchill pictures the English-speaking
nations as undertaking “without any clog of self-
ish interest to lead the broad toiling masses in all
continents . . . back to the broad high road of free-
dom and justice” the hypocrisy of it leaves us
breathless. The leader of an imperialist nation
that has enslaved the masses is not the one to lead
them out of slavery.

Stick to criticizing Hitler, Mr, Churchill, and
nothing more. You will then be somewhat close to
the truth. As for your own purposes, conceal them
and say nothing about them. They cannot stand
the light of day.

Biddle Is Rewarded

Francis H. Biddle has received his reward for
being faithful to Roosevelt. He has been nominated
as Attorney-General by the President.

The latest act of Biddle by which he showed
his willingness to carry out orders was to arrange
for the prosecution of members of the Socialist
Workers Party and leaders of the CIO truck driv-
ers’ local in Minneapolis. Roosevelt at the request
of Tobin had given the word to Biddle and the
latter 'responded immediately.

The Attorney-Generalship has been vacant for
over a month and a half since Robert H. Jackson

was elevated to the Supreme Court. Biddle, as
Solicitor-General and Acting Attorney-General,
was among the foremost aspirants for the post. A
fierce fight was being waged however behind the
scenes in administration ¢ircles and in the Depart-
ment of Justice against Biddle’s nomination. This
fight was led by J. Edgar Hoover, head of the
F.B.I. The main objection to Biddle was that he
had been too long associated with liberal ideas
and would be too lenient in the tasks of repression
the Department of Justice must undertake against
the labor movement,

His willingness to obey the order of Roosevelt
to prosecute the Socialist Workers Party and Local
544-C1O enabled Biddle to scotch these objec-
tions, and to prove that he could be as servile a
tool of repression as any other man,

In the gossip column of the New Leader the
assertion was made that Biddle had lessened his
chances of becoming Attorney-General because of
the indictment of the Trotskyists. As if the re-
sponsibility for the indictment belongs to Biddle
and not to his boss Roosevelt!

For the benefit of those who are:unaware of
the fact, it must be told that Biddle was considered
quite a liberal. But that only proves that when a
piece of reactionary work needs to be done, it is
always best to get a “liberal” to do it. .

| Finland.

How The Bolsheviks
Defended Petrograd

named Leningrad in 1924—was

“Northwest Government” of the

aid of the British fleet. Churchill

independence

Yudenich’s offensive — timed to
coincide with Denikin's drive on
Moscow from the South — began
on October 11, 1919.with the og-
cupation of Yamburg. The Soviet
armies retreated in disorder, with-
out almost a show of resistance,
abandoning arms and supplies.
The situation seemed so hopeless
that even Lenin favored the eva-
cuation of Petrograd. It was Trot-
sky who .insisted on a last-ditch
defense of this key city of the
revolution and northern gateway
to Moscow. On the night of Oe-
tober 15 — when Yudenich had al-
ready reached the very outskirts
of Petrograd — Trotsky's resolu-
tion to defend Petrograd was
adopted at the session of the Polit-
bureau, attended by Lenin, Trot-
sky, Stalin, Kamenev, Krestinsky.
Kalinin, and Serebryakov. Stalin
has left only Kalinin among the
living.

Trotsky's defense of Petrograd
was organized not by decree from
the top — as Stalin is now doing

perialist brigands. One of the chief inspirers of this assault was
none other than Churchill, who recognized in August, 1919 the

financed and supplied Yudenich’

Yudenich with the support of Estonia and Finland. The Estonian
and Finnish bourgeoisie were more than willing but this plan

was disrupted by Yudenich's stubborn refusal to recognize the
of Esthonia and®

In 1919 The Soviet Workers Defeated The Attacks Of Yudenich
By Following The Revolutionary Policies Of Lenin And Trotsky

Twenty-two years ago, in October® 1919, Petrograd—re-®

threatened by an army of im-

Czarist General Yudenich; who
s army and promised him the
and Co. also planned to provide

in Moscow’s dispatches.

On October 17, Trotsky arrived
in Petrograd. Detachments of
tested Communists and battalions
of workers marched to the front.
The commanding staff responsible
for the retreat was replaced. The
people and the whole world were
told the truth.

On October 18, Trotsky issued
an orvder “not to send in false re-
ports of hard fights when the ac-
tual truth was bitter panic. Lies
will be punished as treason. Mili-
tary work admits errors but not
lies, deception and self-deception.
It is possible to correct mistakes
but the lie which spreads upwards
from helow can produce only lies
which seep downward from the
tops.”  Stalin’s regime rests on
such lies.

The masses of Petrograd res-
ponded to the revolutionary sum-
mons for struggle. In his auto-
biography Trotsky recalls:

“Detachments of men and
women with {renciing-tools on
their shoulders filed out of the

— but through the mass organiza-
tions of the Soviet proletariat and
peasantry. The Moscow and Pe-
trograd Soviets were immediately
convened. (On October 19, when
the sitnation was gravest, Trotsky
made a report to the Petrograd
Soviet of Workers' and Peasants’
Deputies.) It was through the
party and the trade unions—as
Trotsky's resolution specified —
that a registration was immedi-
ately carried out “listing every
member of the party, of the Soviet
institutions and the trades unions,
with a view to usging them for
military service.” Today these
mass organizations mno longer ex-
ist. They are not even mentioned

mills and factories. The workers
of Petrograd looked badly then;
their faces were gray from under-
nourishment, their clothes were in
tatters; their shoes, sometimes
not even mates, were gaping with
holes.

“‘We will not give up Petro-
grad, comrades!

“‘No” The eyes of the
women burned with especial
fervor...‘No, we won’t give it
up,’ the high-pitched voices of
the women cried in answer and
they grasped their spades like
rifles. Many of them actually
armed themselves with rifles,

machine guns.” The spirit of

1919 is still alive among the
workers, wdmen and chiidren of
Leningrad.

In 1919, as today, the city was
turned into a fortress. Petrograd
was divided into sections under
the command of specially appoint-
ed staffs. The vital points were
surrounded by barbed 'wires; posi-
tions for artillery emplacements
were chosen and prepared; all
canals and squares, each fence,
each yard, each house, was turned
into a stronghold; barricades were
erected in streets and avenues;
trenches were dng in the suburbs
and along the Neva.

But unlike today, when Stalin

speaks of “Holy Russia,” in 1919
the revolution raised high its un-
conquerable class banner. On Oec-
tober 20 Trotsky issued the fol-
lowing order:

“Red Army Soldiers! Com-
manders! Commissars! Tomor-
row will decide the fate of Pet-
= rograd ... Remember that the
great honor of defending the
city where the workers’ and
peasants’ revolution was born
has fallen to your lot.

Forward! .

We are taking the offensive!

Death to the hirelings of im-
perialism!

Long live Red Petrograd 1

It i this banner of the inter
national revolution that still in-
spires the heroic defenders of
Leningrad today.

Yudenich never reached Petro-
grad. On October 22, 1919, one
weelk after Trotsky's resolution
was adopted by the Polithureau,
the Red Army and the workers
of Petrograd occupied Pavlovsk
and Detskoye Selo, and the rout

of Yudenich's army followed
shortly.
The defenders of Leningrad

must not he deprived today of
their greatest weapon against im-
perialism attack — the banner of
Petrograd in 1919, the banner of
Lenin and Trotsky, the banner of

or took their places at’ the

the Socialist Revolution.

week the stirrings of the French

forces of occupation and their
territory.

standing and cooperation,”
longer attempt to maintain the

French worker militancy have
forced an end to all pretense.

Gen., von Schaumburg, Nazi war
lord of Paris, announced last week
that all French prisoners would
henceforth be considered ‘host-
ages” and would be shot in num-
bers corresponding to the gravity
of any future acts of sabotage
committed by “Communists.”

11,000 “communist Jews'’ were
arrested in Paris alone, a week
ago Monday, Tuesday and Wed-
nesday.

Petain followed suit by creat-
ing special military courts em-
powered “to impose death sent-
ences upon “terrorists, saboteurs,
and communists.”

Pierre Puncheu, Petain’s Min-
ister of Interior, liberated from
prison thousands of syndicalists
and pacifists who were considered
anti-communist. This move was
officially explained as an attempt
to “counteract communist activ-
ity among the railroad workers.”

This move by Puncheu is per-
haps the most revealing of all. It
demonstrates Petain’s complete in-
ability to regiment and s#ppress
the workers. He has been unable
to crack their ‘solidarity from
the top, and so he attempts to do
it from the bottom. There is no
likelihood that this maneuver will
succeed any better than the re-
pressions from above. The “anti-
communists, pacifists,” etc., even
if they agree to sérve as Petain’s
agent-provocateurs, will work
among the hosiile and aroused
masses. This move can only serve
to enrage them further.

FRENCH CAPITALISTS
AID GERMAN RAPE

France has heen raped and
plundered for 16 long months.

After 16 months of valn pleas to the people for

proletariat ‘ll'ld of sections of the

middle class thoroughly frightened and enraged the German

French satellites in unoccupied

“under-

neither the Nazis nor Petain any
fiction that their rule finds mass-

support. The latest expressions of®

been appropriaterd by the Germans,
Rolling stock, farm produce, capi-
tal and consumer goods of all
kinds, machinery, and even entire
factories and sections of the pop-
ulation, have been torn from the
country and transported to the
Reich. Frenchmen work at forced
labor in French mines and fields
to produce for the German war
machine. The conditions of the
masses has worsened literally
from hour to hour.

The French capitalists have
aided and abetted these crimes
‘against the French people. They
welcomed the “stability” of the
German occupying forces. While
they were forced to give much
of the plunder to their rival Ger-
man capitalists, they marked this
off as the price to be paid in or
der to maintain the remnants o!
their own power and to prevent
the workers from seizing it. Bet
ter to share with the German,im-
perialists, even if they got the
lion’s share, than to lose it all tc
the workers — they reasoned.

Today, however, the French and

German oppressors find that ever

their combined forces are insuf
ficient to curb the population. Ir
spite of the bhloody terror, sah
otage has increased. The day fo!
lowing Petain's death decree,
French supply irain destined for
Germany was wrecked in unoc
cupied territory. Nazis continus
to meet sudden death in the work
ers’ section of Paris.

The gquestion now arises: wh:
this sudden increase in sabotage
Things are bad, true. But the
have been bad for some time
When Gérmany was batterin’
England from the air, or invad
ing the Balkans, there were n’
such widespread disorders 1

French Workers Fight
Against Petain Terror

By MICHAEL CORT
An intensified terror is now descending upon France, Last

turn upon the Soviet Union that
their rear is gravely threatened.

There can be no question that
to a large degree these acts of
sabotage are blows being struck
in defense of the workers’ state.
French workers are aiding their

Union. The Stalinists have, of
course, utilized this militancy.
But as always Lthey are using it
only to further the aims of Stal-
in's foreign policy.

The Stalinists have joined
ferces with the partisans of Gen-
eral de Gaulle. They have formed
the broadest sort of Popular Front,
This gives them the initial ad-
vantage of greater strength in
numbers, but it also plunges the
proletariat into the quagmire of
opportunism and class collabora-
tionism. Such policies can produce
reforms — but never a proleta-
rian revolution.

The de Gaullists, now so unte-
servedly embraced by the Stalin-
ists, hate Hitler and Petain —
but that is not enough. They love
Churchill and they love capitalism.
De gaulle‘s program s to conti-
nue the enslavement of the French
masses under {he rule of “demo-
cratic” imperialiets. The Stalin-
ists are tied to this program.
Hitler and Petain are enemies
of the people. But to fight them
without Bt the same time fighting
their masters, the French and
German capitalists, is a senseless
ind eriminal wasting of proleta-
rian blood.

A revolutionary situation is
once again. developing in France.
This time the crisis fs tied inti-
.mately to the struggle of the So-
‘iet Upion against the fascist in-
vaders. The French workers have
'n opportunity to liberate them-
selves, and to strike decisive blows
in defense of the workers’ state.

To accomplish this, however,
the Frénch workers must ever
keep in mind the identity of their
snemies. They must fight not only
against Hitler and Petain, but
against Churchill and Roosevelt
ind the entire capitalist class. All

Much of her tangible assets has

France. It is only when the Nazit

other roads lead only to defeat.

W here
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

proletarian brethers in the Soviet|

Hitler’s Motives in Attacking Soviet Union

The Stalinists are very anxious to prove that Hit-
ler is not telling the truth when he claims that the
German armies have attacked the Soviet Union in
order to wipe communism from the face of the earth.
Their anxiety springs from the- justifiable suspicion
that the Soviet Union is far from being considered:
as an ally of the imperialist democracies with equal
rights and privileges of all other allies. While the
dominant section of the ruling classes of Great Britain
and the United States consider fascist Germany, at
the present time, to be the main enemy of the im-
perialist democracies, there are powerful forces in
both countries, especially in the United States, that
would gladly come to some understanding with Hitler
and permit him to do almost anything he wanbs ‘with
the Soviet Union.

It is not very difficult to prove that Hitler, in
attacking the Soviet Union, did not do so merely
because he is the champion crusader against com-
munism; his claim to be fighting communism is prim-
arily for the purpose of rallying the sympathies of
all the reactionaries in the imperialist democracies
and thus dividing his opponents. Both Churchill and
Roosevelt see through his scheme and are not taken
in by it. As realistic politicians they are willing to
accept the help of anybody against their most danger-
ous immediate enemy,

What Hitler, representing German imperialist in-
terests is after, is the resources of the Soviet Union.
But these resources can not be obtained without first
destroying the foundations of socialism laid by the
October Revolution. Hitler is not fighting communism
in the abstract, but he is fighting the proletarian
revolution as embodied in the nationalized property
of the Soviet Union. While German capitalism is in-
terested in destroying all possible opposition, whether
it comes from the Soviet Union or from Great Britain,
in the case of the Soviet Union there is the added
incentive of destroying a state that prevents the re-
turn of capitalism. Whatever Hitler’s motives may
be, however, the results of his possible victory would
be to destroy everything that remains of the October
Revolution.

From the premise that Hitler misrepresents his
real motives in attacking the Soviet Union, the Stalin-
ists  draw the fanciful conclusion that the Trotsky-
ists. who contend that the Soviet Union should con-
duct this war in the interests of socialism are helping

Hitler. In the article by Milton Howard in the Daily *

Worker of August 16, where he urges the government
to change the character of the indiectment against
the Minneapolis defendants, he presents the follow-
ing gem: “They (the Trotskyists) play with words
about defending the Soviet Union on the ground that
the present war is a war for world communism. This
is how they try to carry on in their own way Goeb-
bels’ propaganda in this country that Hitler is con-
ducting a war against. Communism and should there-
fore be supported by all who are not for Communism.”

We could point out to the Stalinists that from
their viewpoint the Trotskyists are really helping
the Soviet Union. Since the Trotskyists, according
to Howard, are attacking Stalin for not waging a
“war for Communism,” it follows that they help
Stalin convince the capitalist world of that very fact.
Our attack on Stalin should then be welcomed by,
the Stalinists. The fact that the Stalinists consider
us their main enemies shows that we are not doing
what they say we are but that we are criticizing
Stalin’s method of ‘conducting this war from a dif-
ferent and a really effective approach.

Are we asking that the Soviet Union conduct a
war for communism? That would indicate that the
Soviet Union should do on its side what the Nazis
are doing on their side, that is, compel the various
peoples and nations of the world, by foree and vio-
lence, to' adopt the system which they stand for. The
Nazis are claiming to fight for a “new order.” Aside
from the fact that in reality they are fighting to
establish the dominant position of German capital-
ism all over the world, they are trying to shove this
new order of theirs down the throats of all the
peoples. It is on record that the Trotskyists have
always opposed any attempt to compel any nation
to adopt the principles of socialism, It is on record
that whereas the Stalinists defended the invasions of,
Poland and Finland partly on the ground that they
subsequently nationalized property in those countries,
the Trotskyists condemned those invasions.

What we say is that on the part of the Soviet
Union the war should be waged in such a manner
as to get the greatest sympathy and support from
the masses the world over. It should be conducted
in the interests of socialism becau-se only in that way
can there be an assurance that the Soviet Union will
be defended successfully,

Real Crime of Stalinists

If Hitler can proclaim that he is fighting for a
new order to be thrust upon the people by force, why
cannot the Soviet Government proclaim that it favors
a new order based on socialism and on the right of
all peoples all over the world to self determination?

If Churchill and Roosevelt have the right to pre-
sent peace aims based on the acceptance of the capi-
talist order, why cannot the Sov:et Government open-
ly declare what kind of*an order it believes in? And
add that it excludes the use of force for the purpose
of compelling any nation to accept that order?

Perhaps it may not be advisable at a certain mo-
ment for the Soviet government to proclaim that the
eight points formulated by Roosevelt and Churchill
are a snare and a delusion. But it is certainly not
necessary to do what the Stalinist press has dome—
go into raptures over these eight points and create
the illusion that their authors are sincere and honest
men and that the problem of peace is now selved.

The crime of the Stalinist bureaucracy is not in
its unwillingness to “fight for world communism” or
in the fact that it makes practical agreements wlth
or offers practical concessions to that section of the
imperialist world which happens to be on thé same
side of the fence as the Soviet Union. Its crime con-
sists in the fact that it creates illusions amongst the
masses and that it has used its power to suppress

the class struggle in those imperialist countries that
are more or less allied with it in a military way.
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