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TROTSKY SHOWED
ROAD TO VICTORY
FOR SOVIET UNION

An Editorial

For seventeen years the voice of Leon Trotsky
spoke out against the false policies of Stalin which
have now brought the Soviet Union to the brink of
catastrophe. Now, when it becomes plain to every-
one that the greatest weakness of the Soviet Union
is the lack of leadership against the Nazi war ma-
chine, many will for the first time realize the full
horror of the crime which Stalin committed when

he destroyed the greatest brain of the Soviet people..

The brain which Stalin’s pickaxe destroyed had long ago
foreseen that Hitler would invade the Soviet Union.

Nearly two years before Hitler came to power Trotsky
warned: “Once Hitier comes to power, and proceeds to crush
the vanguard of the German workers, the Fascist government
alone will be the only government capable of waging war against
the USSR, . . In case of victory in Germany Hitler will become
the Super-Wrangel of the world bourgeoisie.” (Trotsky’s “Ger-
many, The Key to the International Situation,” 1931.)

And Trotsky proposed, a year before Hitler took power,
that the Soviet Union should not give Hitler the chance to
build a war machine, but should mobilize the Red Army against
Hitler if he seized Germany. Trotsky wrote: -

“In my opinion this is how the Soviet Government ought to
act in case of a fascist coup in Germany. Upon receiving the tele-
graphic communication of this event I would, in their place, sign
an order for the mobilization of army reserves. When you have
a mortal enemy before you, and when war flows with necessity from
the logic of the objective: situation, it would be unpardonable light-
mindedness to give that enemy time to establish and fortify him-
self, conclude the necessary alliances, receive the necessary help,
work out a plan of concentric military actions and thus grow up
to the dimensions of a colossal danger.” (‘Liberty’, July 16, 1932.)

A’year later Trotsky sounded the alarm again: “Haye the
Stalinists perhaps assimilated the pacifist wisdom of the ‘pure-
ly defensive’ war being the only permissible one? ‘Let Hitler
attack us first, then we will defend ourselves.” This was always
the reasoning of the German social-democracy. . . He who leaves
to the enemy the complete liberty of initiative, such a man is a
traitor, even if the motives for his treason are not to render
service to imperialism, but consist of petty bourgeois weakness
and political blindness.” (The Militant, April 8, 1933.) "That
traitor was Stalin. L

After Stalin concluded the Stalin-Hitler pact and boasted
that it assured the security of the Soviet Union, Trotsky warned:

“In spite of the Kremlin's territorial seizures, the interriationr
al position of the USSR is worsened in the extreme.- The Polish buf-
fer disappeared. The Rumanian buffer will disappear tompr_a;oﬁr.
Mighty Germany, master of Europe, acquires a common frontiell_."
with the USSR. Scandinavia is occupied by this same Germany.
Her victories in the west are only preparations for a gigantiec move

toward the east.” (“The Kremlin’s Role in the War,” June 17, 1940.)

The Cain in the Kremlin answered these warnings by mur-
dering Trotsky as he had already murdered the rest of the gener-
ation which made the October revolution,.the supreme leader:
ship of the Red Army and of Soviet industry. .
""" But Stalin’s pickaxecould not:kill:the-product of Trotsky’s
lifelong work — the program of Trotskyism, which lives-on in
the Fourth International. Even in this dark hour, when’the
most densely populated areas and the most concentrated agri-
cultural and industrial regions of the Soviet Union have been
overrun by the Nazi war machine, the Trotskyist program could
still bring victory for the Soviet Union. That program demands
the following immediate steps: ' =i

1. Release all pro-Soviet political prisoners and
restore them to their rightful place in industry and
the Red Army. Revive the democratically-elected So-
viets. Legalize all pro-Soviet political parties.

In Stalin’s dungeons are tens of thousands of loyal revolu-
tionists — men who proved their worth in' the Civil War of
1918-1920 and in the building of industry and the Red Army.
The release of this great army of pro-Soviet political prisoners,
would go far to make up the lack of leadership from which the
Red Army and Soviet industry is suffering.

The Soviets, constituted by representatives democratically
elected directly fromithe factories and villages, were the organ-
izations which mobilized the masses to win the Civil War of
1918-1920. Without the Soviets, as Lenin often said, victory
would have been impossible. But these Soviets no longer exist;
Stalin destroyed them.

These Soviets must be revived and all pro-Soviet political
parties must be given legal status and complete freedom.

Restoring all pro-Soviet political prisoners to their right-
ful place ‘in industry and thes Red Army, and providing the
Soviets as the organs of leadership.| These measures would be
worth infinitely more to the Soviet Union than all the "aid” that
could possibly be rendered by the “democratic” imperialists.

2. For revolutionary unity with the German
working class. For the Socialist United States of

Europe.

In order to strike Hitler a mortal blow, the Soviet govern-
ment must directly issue a revolutionary appeal to the workers
of Germany, calling upon them to join hands with the Soviet
workers to create the Socialist United States of Europe.

Hitler is now drawing his greatest strength from the Ger-
man workers' fear of the yoke of a foreign invader. The German
workers know that the British and American imperialists in-
tend to impose a second and worse Versailles “peace” treaty.
The Soviet Union can undermine Hitler by pledging to the
German workers that the downfall of Hitler will not mean a
second worse Versailles but will result in a Socialist United
States of Europe. Once the German masses are convinced that
the disintegration of the German armies will not be followed
by the dismemberment of Germany, they will join hands with
the Soviet workers and soldiers against the common enemy —
fascist and “democratic” capitalism.

This is the road of victory for the Soviet Union. This is
the Trotskyist road. It is the only road for the salvation of
the Soviet Union. The other road, the road of Stalin, has led
the Soviet Union to the brink of catastrophe.

How Stalin’s Purge

Beheaded Red Army

By LEON TROTSKY
— SEE PAGE 3 -~
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Stalin’s Purges Beheaded Red Army

By NATALIA SEDOV TROTSKY

The German army keeps advancing deeper and deeper
_into the Soviet Union. The fascists have seized Kiev, they
are marching on Kharkov, Rostov, the Donetz Basin, They
are in a position to occupy Crimea. They can ‘occupy Lenin- ¢
grad. The heroic Red Army is not attaining its goal despite
its high morale, despite its frightful sacrifices, despite the
millions of fighters who perish. The sacrifices so far have
been in vain! Under such conditions, the morale of the Red

Army will begin to decline.

- It is absolutely self-evident that the gauses for the lack «
of successes of the Red Army lie in the lack of leadership. -
The Red Army has been beheaded by the gredtest criminal
in history. Stalin bears the guilt for all the ills suffered by -

the Soviet Union.

It is necessary to undertake a resolute campaign against '
the criminals responsible for the defeats., .

Irrefutable facts are now confirming with invincible force
Trotsky on the basis of an all-
sided analysis of the general political and economic condi-

the diagnosis made by Leon

tionh in the USSR,

It is necessary by means of the merciless blows of facts
to lay bare unceasingly, with all our energy, the causes for
the defeats of the Red Army.
all workers daily, hourly, of the crimes of the Kremlin regime :
and -its chieftain. They must be reminded -of the doom of
such fighters and military activities as Muralov, Mrachkov-
sky, Ivan Nikitich, Smirnov, Smilga, Pyatakev and other;
heroes-of ‘the’ revelutionary civil war of 1918-1920 who: fell
victims of the “verdict” of the infamous Moscow trials. It
is necessary to sound the alarm concerning the consequences
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PHE FACES USSR
OF STALIN'S RULE

catastrophe that threatens.
Drawing the lessons from

sion, that its impotence lies in
in Stalin's rotten regime.

The time has come to remind '

the absence of strategists, the

What is the truth about guerrilla warfare?
come back'to it, he has returned to the guerrillaism against
which Lenin and Trotsky fought so relentlessly during the
civil war in the revolutionary Soviet Union. Stalin needs
guerrillaism as a facade, as something to show, something to
fool the people with. By guerrillaism he tries to cover up

of Stalin’s murder of the revolutionary military leaders, Tuk-
hachevsky, Yegorov, Uborevich and the others.

The brazen and untalented Lozovsky now speaks in
humble tones and together with the Menshevik Maisky begs
at Churchill’s feet for assistance. Stalin pleads for arms from
the “democracies.” He dares not summon the world proleta-
riat. Payment is' now being exacted from Stalin for his bes-
tial crimes, his narrow mind, his rudeness, his boorish vain-
gloriousness, and his moral monstrousness. ;

The Red Army is being bled white by the struggle against
the fascists which is being conducted without revolutionary
leadership and without strategists. The successes of the fas-
cists will begin at a certain stage-to be considered by the
Red Army as due to its own impotence.
of the army together with that of the population will begin
to decline; and this, in its turn, can lead Stalin to capitulate
to-Hitler. It is necessary to sound all alarms to warn of the

The moral uplift

its own bloody experience the

Red Army must become convinced, must draw the conclu-

the absence of leadership and

Stalin has

absence of a genuine revolu-

tionary and planned leadership of the war,; he'distracts pub-
lic opinion by means of the heroes of guerrilla warfare. But
in a correctly conducted war there is no need at all of guer-
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rillas; they can only be a hindrance and incur disproportion-

ale sacrifices. Who benefits by this? it

The morale of the army is of decisive significance in war, %
but it is self-evident that there must in addition exist such
indispensable prerequisites as the general knowledge of how
to conduct a particular war, leaders trained in the military
arts, a unified strategic plan. But all this is lacking in the
Stalinist apparatus. The best revolutionary commanders were
murdered by Stalin before the outbreak of the war. Under
such conditions the sacrifices of the Red Army are being made

in vain!

How far removed from the threatening tragedy in'the
USSR are the things that are now being written about the
Soviet-German conflict! All these descriptions of heroic guer-
rilla fighters who refuse to drop their silenced weapons serve
only to obscure the truly tragic position of the Red Army.
These descriptions really reveal sacrifices which are devouring
precious human material. They reveal the lack of a unified
and correct organization. There is no one to harness the
heroic elemental force of the Red Army, its great power, its
readiness to defend the land of the Soviets. There is no one
to harness and direct all this into the channels of a unified
strategic plan. The richest material equipment of the bour-
geois “‘democratic” imperialists of England and the United
States cannot make up for this glaring gap in the conduct of

the Soviet Union’s war,

The questions | raise are questions of the greatest im-
portance. Everything must be concentrated on them, every-
thing" else must be subordinated to them. For the fate of
‘the'Soviet- Union -is now- being deeided. -

Coyoacan, D. F.
September 25, 1941.

Army Showing

Churchill ‘Satisfied” With Red

He Does Not

Victory Of Soviet Union

+_.__7

By FELIX MORROW

Winston Churchill made a
very optimistic speech to the
House of Commons on Tues-
day, reporting that the balance
of battle is definitely swinging
in favor of Britain. In line with
this optimism, he indicated
himself satisfied with the show-
ing made by the Red Army.

Why this complacency of the
“democratic ally” in the face of
the terrible defeats sustained by
the Red Army? An attitude sim-
ilar to that of Churchill pervades
the American bourgeois (and Sta-
linist) press. Is this merely pro-
paganda to put the best face on
a bad situation?

No, it is not merely propagan-
da. The real point is that the
standard of the rulers of the
“democracies” for a “good” show-
ing by the Red Army is an entire-
ly different standard than that
of the pro-Soviet workers.

All that the “democracies” de-
sire of the Red Army is that it
continue to engage the Nazi for-
ces in combat for another year or
so. That meanwhile tens of mil-
lions of Soviet workers and peas-
ants remain behind to become
vassals of Hitler, that the key
industrial and agricultural areas
of the USSR fall into Hitler's
hands, that millions of Red Army
soldiers are destroyed or fall pris-
oners — all this is no skin off
the nose of Roosevelt and Church-
ill. On the contrary, they would
prefer to see the Soviet Union so
weakened in this war that the
workers’ state cannot recover.

The struggle of the Red

Army is desired by the “dem-

ocracies” merely as a stop-gap

to provide more time to pre-
pare the Anglo-American for-
ces to defeat Hitler. If that

stop-gap is purchased at the
cost of the laying waste of the
Soviet Union, the “democra-
! ‘cies” are mot a bit troubled.

* What ‘would alarm them would

Roosevelt and Churchill are sat- |
isfied with the Red Army. And |
the Stalinists fall in with that
standard! They boast about the
successful “strategy” of prevent-
ing the destruction of the Red
Army by the constant retreats
which leave more and more of the
territory and population of the
Soviet Union under the Nazi heel.

No self-respecting worker
can follow the Stalinists in ac-

Desire The

be a victorious Red Army,
marching on Berlin.

STALINISTS ACCEPT

BOURGEOIS STANDARD

FOR RED ARMY
By this bourgeois

standard,

cepting the standard of the
bourgeois “democracies” for the
showing of the Red Army. The
working class standard must
be the Red Army’s success in
hurling back the Nazis. And by
that standard, the plight of the
Red Army is terrible indeed.
Our fervent hopes for the vie-
tory of the Soviet Union must not
blind us to the terrible realities
of the present situation. Stalin

is now, as always, the organizer
of defeats, and only of defeats.
INFERIORITY OF STALIN'S
GENERAL ARMY STAFF

The utter incompetence of the
Stalinist leadership of the war
must be recognized and under-
stood.

Why has the Red Army lost one
battle after another? Why the
continued retreats, abandoning ir-
replaceable industrial and agri-

Soviet Masses Are Kept In
The Dark Regarding Defeats

Main Tasks of Soviet Press Are Whipping Up
Spy Hysteria and Glorification of Stalin

It is almost a year since consecutive issues of Moscow news-
papers wete last available here. Now Pravdas are once again
beginning to arrive in this country.

The most striking thing about the wartime issues of Pravda
is the dearth of information concerning the progress of the fight-
ing at the front. There are many stories of individual exploits
of officers. Occasionally a rank and file soldier or a guerrilla
fighter is singled out for an act of daring and heroism. What-
ever information the Pravda does supply is of such a character
as makes it impossible for the*
average Soviet citizen to discov-
er what is actually occurring on
the battlefront.

If these wartime issues are any
criterion, the bulk of the Soviet
people first learn of the reverses
of the Red Army only after great
delay, through rumors and not
through official communications.
The American public is urques-
tionably far better acquainted

tion of the Dnieper dam and
the Dnieper industrial district,
the rout of Budenny’s armies
on the Ukrainian front, the loss
of Kiev, the siege of Odessa,
the direct threat to Leningrad,
the Nazi drive against the Do-
netz Basin and Crimea.

It is hardly necessary to ex-
plain the terrible danger latent
in Stalin’s all-out censorship.

with the course of events than
anybody in the Soviet Union with
the sole exception of the ruling
clique in the Kremlin. Judging
by the official treatment of the
news in July, after three weeks
of hostilities, the Kremlin's poli-
cy is one of keeping the Soviet
masses completely in the dark.
It requires little imagination
to realize what a shock to the
Soviet population will be the
" news of such defeats as the loss

-and mining region, the destruc-
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of the Krivoy Rog industrial

From the reports in the big
metropolitan press here concern-
ing the upsurge of Soviet patriot-
ism, one would expect to find
this reflected in the Pravda.
Those references to mass mili-
tancy and patriotism which do
appear in its pages consist of ri-
tualistic boasts which, in ' some
instances, were later exploded by
the bureaucracy itself. Thus, on
July 15, Pravda featured a TASS
dispatch from the city of Engels
in the Autonomous Republic of

gins as follows;

“In these days of the war for
the fatherland the toilers of the
Volga-German Republic throb
with the same feelings that ins-
pire the entire Soviet -people.
Workers, collective farmers and
intellectuals are mobilizing their
forces for victory over the Hit-
lerite gangs. . . Thousands of toil-
ers of the (Volga-German) Re-

public have gone to the front|

arms in hand to fight against the
mad German Fascism.”

A few weeks later, toward
the end of August, the Kremlin

. issued its ukase “to resettle

the entire German population
of the Volga regions to other
districts” (N. Y. TIMES, Sept.

8). A few days later the Krem-
lin announced the dissolution
of the Autonomous Volga-Ger-
man Republic.

This petsecution of the Volga-
Germans is closely bound up with
one of Stalin’s major current
campaigns, namely, his drive
against “spies and diversionjsts.”
Since the outbreak of the war one
of Pravda’s central tasks has
been to whip up a spy mania.
“ALL SPIES AND DIVERSION-
ISTS MUST BE DESTROYED"
is the heading of Pravda’s edi-
torial for July 13. To give a
semblance of veresimilitude to
this witch-hunt against “suspi-
cious elements,” “panic. mong-

the Volga-Germans, The text be-

ers,” etc, the columns of- the

Moscow press are filled with
stories of mysterious men and
women suddenly exposed as Hit-
ler's agents. According to the
July 13 issue of Pravda, the Nazis
send thousands of their agents,
by parachute and otherwise, far
behind the front lines; and their
disguise is so fiendishly clever
that it is hard to tell them apart
from the rest of the population!
The Kremlin requires this spy
hunt above all to suppress all
dissident elements among the So-
viet masses. Under the familiar
cover of extirpating ‘“spies and
diversionists,” the GPU is con-
ducting a wartime bloodpurge.

Let us recall that while Sta-
lin was busy in Moscow trying
to revive the hue and cry
against “Fifth Columnists,” his
flunkeys in this country boast-
ed in the Daily Worker that
the “Fifth Column” had long
been destroyed in the Soviet
Union. In this way they tried
to justify the infamous Mos-
cow frameups and the mon-
strous blood purges which be-
headed the Red Army. The
liar in the Kremlin is refuting
the lies of his own hirelings
abroad.

In July the Moscow press con-
ducted another wvast campaign.
This one revolved around the “ap-
pointment” of Stalin to the post
of Commissar for Defense, To
(Continued on Page 4)

cultural areas? There is only
one factor which can explain
these terrible events — the bank-
ruptey of the Stalinized general
staff of the Red Army, air fleet
and navy.

Soviet defeats after a long war
could be explained by the indus-
trial superiority of the Nazi war
machine, which is able to replace
materiel much faster than Soviet
industry can. But the. powerful
industrial machine of Hitler is
not the explanation for the de- !
feats incurred by the . Soviet
Union during the first three
months of war. The Soviet Union
has been preparing war materiel
for decades. When the Nazi-So-
viet war began, the Soviet Union
must have had as many or nearly
as many planes, tanks, etc. as the
Nazis, and the Red Army was
certainly numerically superior to
the German forces. Soviet mo-
rale, all observers agree, was ex-
traordinary high. ;

There remains, then, only one*
other factor in which the Soviet
Union was so ‘completely infe-
rior that it can explain the de-
feats of the first three months.
— the inferiority of the general
staff and the officers’ corps.

The Stalinists have brazenly at-
tempted to claim that the execu-
tion of the leading generals in
1937 and the subsequent mass
purges of the officers’ corps —
not less than 40,000 were execu-
ted or imprisoned or driven from
their posts — served to improve
the functioning of the Red Army.
This ghastly argument can now
only meet with contempt from
any serious worker. In stripping -«
the Soviet armed forces of their '

leadership, Stalin did more for
Hitler than Hitler could have done
for himself.
A further proof of the inferi-
ority of the Soviet general staff
is provided by the figures on

comparative casualties of the -

contending armies.
It has always been an axiom of
military science that the attack-

ing force loses, in killed, wound-
ed and prisoners, much larger
numbers than the defending force

(Continued on page 3)
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Juclge Denies Motions
Made for 29 Defendants

Argues That Smith Anti-Labor Act Is
Justified Because of Hitler’s Victories

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.,

Sept. 23. — Federal Judge Mat-

thew M. Joyce today denied four motions made by the Socialist

Workers Party and Local 544-

29 men and women,
go on trial here on Oct. 20.

indicted for

ClO defense attorneys for the
“seditious conspiracy,” who

The motions presented to the judge were for:
1. A Dbill of particulars on the charges against the de-

fendants.

2. Severance, or that each defendant be tried separately

because the large number of defendants and the mass of evi- |
dence would prevent a fair trial®

if all were tried jointly.

3. Election by the government
on which of the two counts in the
indiectment (seditious conspiracy
and advocacy of the overthrow
of the government by force and
violence) the defendants are to
be tried.

4, Study of the argument as to
whether prior or subsequent to
enactment of the anti-sedition
Smith Aect of 1940 there was ever
any “clear and present danger”
of the evils intended to be pre-
vented by the statute.

Motions for the sixteen de-
fendants who are leaders and
members of Motor Transport and
Allied Workers Union, Local 544-
CIO, were filed by Gilbert E.
Carlson and David Shama. Mo-
tions for the other thirteen de-
fendants, leaders and supporters
of the Socialist Workers Party,

-were filed by their attorneys, Al-
" bert Goldman, Arthur LeSueur

and M. J. Myer. Oral arguments
were presented before the judge
by attorneys Carlson and Shama
for all 29.

BILL: OF PARTICULARS

ASKED

Opening the argument for the
defense, Shama insisted that a
bill of particulars should be fur-
nished the defendants inasmuch
as the indictment had consisted
merely of “vague, unspecific al-
legations of crime, with no faects
cited-."

Henry A. Schweinhaut, special
assistant to the United States At-
torney-General, argued the case
for the government. “When a
conspiracy is the gist of the

crime, it is not necessary for the:

government to allege with great
particularity the details of the
erime,” he declared. “The statute
under which the indietment
against these defendants is drawn
is general and therefore only a
general charge is necessary. A
bill of particulars would unneces-
sarily confine the government
and limit its testimony,” he sta-
ted further.

On the motion for severance,
defense attorney Carlson argued
that it would be impossible for
the defendants to receive a fair
trial if they were all tried at one
time.

Countering for the government,

States Distriet Attorney, main-
tained that “Evidence against one
is evidence against all inasmuch
as all took part in the conspiracy.
This is the basis for including all
of the defendants in one trial.”

The other two motions were
submitted " with relatively little
argument.

JUDGE'S DECISION

Ifimediately at the conclusion
of the arguments- by the attor-
neys; and without leaving the
bench, Judge Joyce picked up a
prepared statement from the pa-
pers before him and read his de-
cision denying all four motions.

The motion for a bill of parti-
culars he denied on the grounds
that the government need not be
required “to discover its case in
advance of the trial.” Joyce fol-
lowed Schweinhaut in arguing
that “the gist of the crime con-
sisted in. the agreement to con-
spire and therefore the need for
particularity does not.exist to the
same extent as in other cases.”

In denying the motion. for sep-
aration- of the cases, Judge Joyce
referred specifically to the WPA
trials before him two years ago.
He said he had “never heard that
any defendant in the WPA cases
wasn’t accorded a fair trial.”
There were 25 defendants in one
of these trials.

The WPA workers who were
convicted. and served prison sen-
tences will read this decision of
Judge Joyce with bitter remem-

brances. Their inability to raise
‘He necessary funds for the ap-

peal wa§’'the basis-for' the fact:

ihat Judge Joyee. “never heard
that ‘any defendant. . wasn't
accorded a fair trial.”

Judge Joyce held that the
Smith Aect prohibiting advocacy
of the overthrow of the govern-
mernt was complementary to' the
earlier seditious conspiracy act
and not repetitious. Therefore,
he denied the motion asking that
the government elect on which
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count they will try the defend-
ants.

JUDGE GOES ABROAD
On the final motion asking the

court to pass on' the question of
whether there was any “clear and

tended to be prevented by the
sedition act, Judge Joyce held

deny the existence of such danger
when the act was passed in June,
1940.”

The judge recited a list of Hit-
ler’s: conquests in: Europe since

to do with the case.
passed: the Smith Aect in June,
1940, when there was a. “clear
and: present danger to’our demo-
craey.”
and the instinets of self-preserva-
tion and the preservation of
democracy suggest the limitation
of free speech and free press; he
declared.

In this connection the judge
quoted approvingly from a re-
cent article by Max Eastman, to
the effeet that demoeracy must
protect itself from totalitarian
ideas by restricting freedom of

~speech, freedom of the press, ete.

Earlier in the court hearing the
defense attorneys had. cited the
case of the United: States: wvs.
Eastman, a free speech case aris-
ing out of World War I, when
Eastman was put on trial as one
of the editors. of a radical publi-
cation;

This was the last preliminary
argument before thie trial bégins
on- Qetober 20.

oresent danger” of the evils in-

that “no fair-minded person could:

1938, as though that has anything:
Congress:

said Joyce. Common sense

Red Sailors Defendi mg USSR

A unit of the Soviet Black Sea fleet turns: its anti-aircraft artillery against Nazi air in-
vaders' over the besieged port of Odessa:

in my long career as a labor
leader.”

Michael J. Qtill, international
president of the union, repeated
‘the charge, while' Joseph Curran,

president of the: Greater New

November 4.
work of the campaign

New York.

15,000 Cannon-F. or-Mayor
Signatures To Be Filed

As we go to press, the New York: Loeal of the Sociadist.
Workers. Party announces that. the drive to- secure 15;000° peti-
tions to put the name of James P. Cannon; Trotskyist Anti-War
Candidate for Mayor of New York, on the ballot has been suc-
cessfully concluded and that the petitions are to be filed on Mon-
day, October 7, with the New York City Board of Elections.

The militants of our party can be proud of their record of
tireless street campaigning for signatures- among the workers:
ofi New York; which resulted:in:their obtaining twice’ theé radi
quired number of signatures: obtained!
mernts have been' carefully complied with. Now the party stands
vigilantly ready to protect its right to be on the: ballot.

One month is: now left until- the elections: to- be held “on:
Friends and sympathizers who want to aid the
should send all: contributions to- Robert
H. Chester, Cannon Campaign Committee, 116 University Place,.

All the legal reguire-

All' New York workers- are urged to- register at their re-
spective election districts tHis Monday, October
be able to vote ot November 4.

7, in order to

KERS'’

Write to ws—tell ws what's going on in: your part of the
labor movement—uwhat are the workers. thinking aboutf—tell:
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
and the Stalinists—send wus that story the capitalist press didw't
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open:
to you. Letters must carry nome and address, but indicate: if yow
do not want your name printed.

Flint Reader Discusses
Militant Slogan On

.| Priorities-

_ EDITOR:

The page on prioritlies in the

‘| Sept. 20 issue of THE MILITANT
will get a real response from
| workers in Flint and other auto |

centers where the priorities prob-

' | lem is number one on the agenda.

The priorities question not only

'_ constijutes & pressing problem
| for hundreds of

thousands of
workers today, but it also' opens
up an issue on which to agitate
in a realistic way for a program
of expropriation and workers
control of industry.

But there is- still too' much' of
a tendency in' THE MILITANT
to repeat this slogan automstic
ally and play it over and over like
a phonograph record, at the end
of each story. Three of the stories
on that page close with' the repe-
tition: of the slogan: Otte: story
ends “the solution to' unemploy-
ment i contdined in: tHe' single
slogan;. Expropriate, ete.”

There ig a. varvied reaction'to this-
kind of sloganeering. The' union
man reads the story, finds it the

i| truest he hds ever read, and then;
| seeing the
'| that we're a’ bunch of guys with

conclugion, decides

our heads: in- the clouds.

ST e e e e

‘We' must first bridge: the' gap

full
unions in_._ the fight.

between what the worker now
feels and understands; and our
program. In this particular pro-
blem we must first introduce to
the workers the idea of their’ de-

manding the right to set up a'

dual control" of planning, which

‘gounds bothH reasonable and' at-

tainable.

In this® sense the plan adopted
by the Flint workers is of ut-

‘most. importance and should be|

‘widely discussed by all workers
‘concerned with the priorities que-
‘stion. The Flint plan. was a step
in- the right direction. In order

'to defend their members’ jobs; the |

unions had to deal with the pro-

blem of asserting their right to |
set up-machinery for union con-|!

trol of planning, ete.

Not only the Flint plan, but |

the fdct that the Interhations]

(UAW-CIO) itself is engaged ih|
negotiations on: the looation of |

new plants; who: will be hired;
ete,, is-an’ indication that the la:
bor' movemernt in order to protect
the: elementary right to work, ||

‘must: wipe out the monopoly of

control’ now in__tha hands: of: the
industrialists: The basic mistake
of the Internstioinal is that aill

its: attempts are futile because

such a fundamental right must
firat: have behind it an' aroused
and fighting. membership, with
participation of all local

AR e

By HARRY. FRANKEL

"NEW YORK, Sept. 28. — The reactionary open=shop poli- |
cies of Mayor LaGuardia and the New York. Board of Trans-
portation were roundly condemned by the third biennial con-
vention. of the Transport: Workers Union here in New York
this week. The 250 delegates. present heard' Allan S. Haywood,
national director of the CIO, speaking on' the' opening day of
the convention, Sept. 24, accuse, the' LaGuardia® administration
of- “the most. brazen. and: outragedus attempts-to breal¢ a labor

union that I have ever witnessed +

 York' H!dustrlal Umon' Councll;
hmted a reprisal against the La
Guardia administration in the
municipal elections: this: Novem~
ber.

A report submitted by the: in-
- ternational. executive committee
and accepted by the convention
stated that the city had failed to:
dbal with the union in good-faith.
This was a reference to the long
‘stiupgle of the 32,000 transport
workers of New York to force
the city to recognize the union
and bargain with it on wages,
“hours: and working conditions of
the ethployees of the recently uni-
fied" lines,
" The' actién of the convention of
the Transport: Workers Union

| will undoubtedly help: to put a
crimp info: LaGuardia’s pose as:

“thie; {laboy candidate™ ih the:com-
ing‘ mayoralty election. .

* LaGuardia’ has been: endovsed
for re-election by both wings of
the: American: Labor Party im
New York. But the endorsement
of a thousand: labor parties could’
never serve to cover up his bru-
tal attack on the rights and in-
terests of the workers on the
city-owned transit lines. These
workers' will contrast the treat-
ment given them with the gentle

. (.and considerate handling of the

LaGuardia Denounced
By TWU Convention

interests of the former owners of
the city subways. That will be
‘enough to teach them what La

.Guardia really stands- for,

While' Quill and the other lead-
‘ers: of the Union stated clearly
-and explicitly the attitude of the
transport. workers of New York
toward the LaGuardia adminis-

‘tration; they were not nearly so |’

clear and explicit when it came
to recommending a political solu-
tion to the convention.

It is to be remembered that
these union-heads have given the
weight of their backing. and sup-
port: to: the so-called left-wing of
the American Labor Party in
New York City. This group has
.officially endorsed the Mayor for
re-election. Are we to expect
then that Quill' and the others
will' withdraw their support of
the left wing of the A. L. P.?

That would be the only path con- |-

sistent with their condemnation
of TaGuardia’s labor policies, but
their” record leads us to expect
that they will not take it. To
throw a' scare into a capitalist
politician around election time for

.the purpose of.a few concessions
ig one thilgi toulehver alll hoss

candidates behind and organize
truly independent working class
. political action is another.

The only party which exposes
the machinations of the LaGuar-
dia administration with its open-
shop {tiransportdation board and
runs a working class candidate
of its own for mayor in the fall
elections is the Socialist Workers
Party. The candidate of that
party is James P. Cawnon, the
Trotskyist Anti-War candidate.

The Flint program is being

| Dresented to the to1poration (Ge-

neral Motors) in the form of de-
‘mands. The response will undoub-
tedly be that cnly the corpora-
tion has the right to decide where
it will build plants, where it

|'will place its orders, how it will

produce them, what machines it
will use: for thiat purpose, ete.
‘They will reply that they own
the business and thiey intend to
run it,

The: union, in defending its
right to work, will come face to
face with the basic problem im-
mediately. As this fight proceeds,
our slogan will take on more and
ore meaning to the workers. [
have information that GM is re:
fusing to agree even to the pro-
gram of granting seniority rights
in transfers to defense work, let
alone the otlier demands. This
means they are out to prevent
unionization of their mew plants
‘and to use that as a wedge for
fighting the ullion. You can ex-
pect a' big fight on' this.

I would be interested: int read-
ing what workers in- other sect-
I_ions of. the labor movement are
ithinking 'and doing. about this
\broblem,

Jo Ai

| Flint, Mich.

[Even Northiern Negroes
Get Fim Crowed: I'n: Jobs

Asi one: of those: who: participat:
led' in the Mhrch on Washington:||
movﬁment lagt snmmer, I want to
repot‘t 4 typical: case’ of Jim-
[Crowlsm in: industry to' you

5: A Negro' trainee.,out of the
|Egex County Boys- Vocationdl:

;t'ensive-‘ 8 week training course:
hag. been turned away from
levery employment office. in New-

men in this area.

This man, named Turner Crum
by, a trained arc welder, was told
at the Tite-Flex Metal Hose Co..
in Newark, for example, that there
was no work for him at the
same time that 2 number of white
men and women were being ad-
mitted to the employment office.

Beinz a persistent job huntef
by this time, Crumby went down |

the street and telephoned the
company's employment agent, a
Mrs. Breetier, and was told to

report at the plant on Sept, 1%
and take the usual test given td
electrical weldere, since the com-
pany was' looking for such work-
ers.;

WHen' she saw him on the ap-

pointed date, and realized that he

‘wag a colored man, and that she

had’ promised himi a test, she eallt
ed on Carl Kael,
the UAW, Local' 260, to' do the
‘dirty work for her.

Thisg fellow told Crumby that
‘he was’ sorry about the' misinfor-
‘mation given himi, but that the
company had never had arc weld-
ing in its plant—which’ Crumby
krew” to' be a lie because twe
‘workers from that same plant had
been in' his- own: ‘training course

‘and they had' been sent there by |

‘this’ comfipany to learn the work:

I guess: thig is' partly the way
tliat a lot' of colored: workers be:
Come suspicious: about uniomns;
when they are given' a raw deal
‘by union’ officinls stooging for Jim:
‘Crow: employers. But it so-happens:
:'that Crumby js-a: union: man him:
gelf and knows that the UAW
does not approve of such hehav-
Em‘r, and- so he has not permitted
his: disgust with such behavior to

‘blind him- to- the fact that it is
: the company that is responsible.
iSchool! who has finibhed- an' in-

T'd. like to know—and: so would

‘many others—was good is the exe
cutive order that Roosevelt issued

if it hasn't got teeth to enforce

lark, Harrison, Ampere, the Orang- Ill?

les. and Elizabeth, N. 7T, where || S'__inceri_zly.

'he- has applied for 'work, in| JOHN McCORMACK. |

spite. of the: shortage of trained |: Newark, N..J |
daiic i i

President of

SWOC WINS

VICTORY AT

SPARROWS POINT PLANT

Steel Workers Win Labor Boc;_rd Election

BALTIMOR E, Md:, Sept.

‘In Strategic Bethlehem Steel Stronghold

26. — Yesterday the National

LLabor Relations Board held an' election here at: the Sparrows

‘Point’ plant of Bethlehem' Steel.
we who' were working on the 12 to 8 shift, stepped

5 AL M.,

When the polls opened at

back from our jobs and the incessant, deafening roar and clang'

of proeessing steel died cut in

to- the voting places.

This was a solemn business for most of us.
scab’ union won the elections,.

if the “independent”
mean a return to the old days:

from their Jobs the “brown noses”*

and favorites of the foremen
would come back into their own,
and we would b left defenseless
against ruthless exploitation by
the comparny in the hard days to
come. They would attempt to
smash our union, the SWOC., And
these things we were determined
not to let happeu.

We were also determined to
win- by a big majority, to back:
up the demands of our national
representatives: now negotiating

with' Bethletem and the . other
Little Steel contpanies: in. New
York., We want a4 contract with

the union: shop, check-off system,
‘wage scales equal to those of T.
iS. Steel; and established: grievan-
co machinery, continuous. 40 hour
work. week. and elimination- of all
unnecessary week-end work.

So it went in all the mills on
the following shifts ‘througHout
the day—Ilarge groups leawing:
their jobs: to go vote togéther as:
demonstrations: of union solidari-
ty. During:the past.several months

we hawve learned.- a lot about act-|

ing: together.. Por months we have
‘demonstrated. at: the gates before
the' mills; we have shut down’
some of the mills and staged work
stoppage in sections of other; we
have tried to teach some of the
“rats” not to fight. the union,

‘A CLEAR CUT VICTORY

When they coulited up the votes
lin the eveningz, it was a 2% to
1 vietory for the Steel' Workers
Organizing Committee,
18,225 eligible to vote; 15,742 ¢ast’
ballots, and of these 10,813 vated'
for the SWOC. Many of the future
advances of the steel workers in
Jthis.mbuhtr@' denqﬂﬂm lww
organizing of Sparrows Point as
the bHig open-shop fortress in: the
teell industry:. We won: this fight
lin' the face of great open:shop;.
anti-union pressure from the war-
mongering government and the
local newspapers,

At our meeting last night we
were too tired to do mueh cele-
‘brating. T was very much: impress:
ed, however, with the serious way
the union: members are already
looking to the future of our new-
1y built union.

Instead of jabbering a lot of

out  of

the mill as we made our way

We knew that

it would
the rml:l.lnta would be houndui

self-praise for our victory over
Bethleihhem, the nmen talked among
themeselves aboul the grievances
rthey must now proceed to settle
in the mills, about consolidating
the union internally and select-
ing a good leadership. And over’
many a bar in the eastern sec-

last night with anticipaition:about’
going out to orghnize the remain-
der of Baltimore's: 50,000 steel
workers as the 1ext: step to mak-
ing: this a union towr.

INTIMIDATION FAILED

We already have another fight

on our hands. Today a Baltimoré
County Grand Jury indicted
13 of our leading militants on
charges of “rioting” based on an’
old’ English law. On August 18
‘the workers in the pipe mill had’
lost. alll patience with a secab
provoecateur and shut down the
‘mill after the company refused to
comply with an ultimatum that
“this rat be fired: outright.
The picket line which. formed:
that- night- shut down the pipe,
wire and rod mills,. but was com-
-pelled’ to fight off' company police.
who harassed the union men fromnt.
the company property and staté
police who clubbed them from the
highway. As -we were finishing
up the picketing at midnight, the
police swooped down on out-stand:
ing pickets and organizers’ and
Hustled them off to the county
jail, holding them on  $2!500 bail
eacH.

Bethleliem' Steel’ dominates: the
county’ government and. had
‘lopes: that this action: wouldi hin.
der the organization drive. The
unien. answamd ity 1mneasadtac, q

in protest. The company miseal-
euldted]! for instead of frighten«
ing the:nen, it angered: them, and-
the election' was- already won by
ithe time the ihdictments were
issued, and we are in. an even.
better position-to force the dismis-
gal of the charges and to put a
stop to' this- business of digging
up: old forgotten' laws for use
against laber, I can see that many
of my union brothers are learn-
ing a political lesson in this
aftermath of their union vietory.

Chicago heads the list of cities
to be congratulated this weeks
The comrades there have just in-
creaged their weekly bundle of
MILITANTS by 50%—and' they
had a good, hefty bundile before
they did so! '

St. Louis has cut itself forever
in the good graces of the business
office’ by not only paying.up all
of its debts but sending in a sub-
stantial contribution to' the press
fund. That indicates a: true eva-
luation of the party press, and an
understanding of our needs:

Detroit has set itself a- minimun
quota of 30 subscriptions before
November 7. They write: “We
are offfering a first and second
prize for the top sub:getters and
we'll keep a chert posted at head-
quarters showing progress;”

Several cities have recently re-
quested: increases in their bun-
dles, indicating that our-party as
a whole is realizing the import-
ance of extending the cirzulation

of the press: among workers, espe-
cially at this time when: members:
of our party are about to go to
-tridl before the Federal Court in
‘Minnesota. It certainly need- not
be emphasized to'our membership

that, once the t(riall gets under
‘way, it will he our press alone
which will miblicize withi tho-
roughness ‘and truth the' state:
ments and behavior of the defen-
‘dants.

Every- historic working-slass:
trial has- been accompanied by a
campaign of lies' and: misrepresen-
tation circulated: by the boss press
and it has always been the work-
ing-class press. alone which has
had- to carry on the fight to ac-
quaint workers with the real is:
sueg involved:: In the next few
months, we shall' have to face the.
greatest responsibility of our his-
tory- in disseminating as widely
and' thoroughly as possible copies
of our press carrying reports on
the Minnesota trial.

‘For the truth about how Negroes are treated by ))

the Jim Crow.
R EAD
‘Tﬁe Negro and

By EUGENE V ARLIN

Officer caste,.

the U. S. Army’

(  29'page pamphlet . . . Sc ’
PIONEER PUBLISHERS ‘

116 University Place

New York, N. Y. )}

Also obtamahle through all Branch literature agents of the ’
Socialist Workers Fai-ty ’

tibn' of the city tle men: talked -

tivity and several work stoppages ¢
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THE- MILI*TANT

| The following extracts are from an article written by Leon
Trotsky in 1937, shertly after Stalin’s exeeution of the eight
i leading generals of ‘the Red Army. Only now is the world  be-
I g>1m1mg ‘to. understand that in murdering these. men Stalin.was

destreying the supreme leadership of the armed forces of the
1] Boviet’ Union. Nor did Stalin stop with the' extirpation of these
eight generals. In: the space of twelve months, from May 1937
to May 1988, the GI'U shot or jailed almost to a man’ the coni-
manding staff. of the Red Army, air fleet and navy. The most.
conservative éstimate of the number of officers shot. or jailed
in that period is 40,000.

On August 20, 1940 a Stalinist assassin succeeded in deal-
ing & death-blow: to the one man above all to whom the Soviet
Union .at war weuld now be looking for leadership — Leon
Trotsky, founder and builder of the' Red Army.’ ’

Of those who were connected with the leade:-shlpr of Lhe
armed forces in the: period of the Civil War and the buildi.ng
of the Red Army, only three now remain — Voroshiloy, Shapesh-
nikov and Budenny. The Red Army suffers tbdhy above all from
lack of leadership. Every one of its defeats is due to, Stalin’s
beheading of the Red Army. On Stalin’s hands: is the blnod not
only of the generals and officers he murdered ' before: the war
broke out, but also of the millions. of heroic’ Red. fighters: who
have fallen: only because of lack of leadership. — THE EDITORS.

s . By LEON TROTSKY  °
In the past few months hundreds, proba.hl:,r thousands, of
public: servants have been shot in Soviet Russia. ‘The executed.

How Stalin’s Purge Beheaded

vened in Tukhachevsky's behalf. Did they do so? In all prob-
ability the whirl of transfers and arrests in the month of May
and during the first days of June can be explained only by panie
in the Kremlin. On June 1, Gamarnik either shot himself or was
shot. The comimanders of the military distriects no sooner ar-
rived at their new posts than they were: placed under arrest.
and. turned over to the court. On June 9, the following were ar-
rested: ‘Tukhachevsky, who had just been appointed to Samara;
Yakir, who had just been’transferred to. Leningrad; Uborevich,
commander: of the: Whlte Russian Military district; Kork, head.
of the Military, Academy;, ‘Putna, former mlhtar}' attache at
Tokyo ‘and London; Primakov, a cavalvy general; Feldman, chief

“of the personnel section of the ‘General Staff; hldeman. head of

the Ossoaviakhim. Two days later, all. eight were. sentenced to
d‘e_at.h and ‘on the following day shot.

The Lodders of the Rod Armiy = " - .

The army, must have been stirred to its very depths. In the
mind of - -everyone Wac; ‘the question:  Why kill the legendary
heroes ‘of the civil’ war, the talented _fmld_ commanders -and or- -
ganizers, the heads of the Red Army who, only yesterday, were
the.mainstay and- hope of the regime? Let us first recall brief-
1y who™ they.were. The ‘actual leaders: of the army in recent years
were two. men: Tukhachevsky and Gamarnik.

Both can:re to the fore during the civil war, not: without the
mtenrentmn of " the author of these lines. Tukhachevsky gave
indubitable evidence' of ontstandmg talent as: a strategist. Tuk-
hachevsky *was ‘a very young: man at the time and had made

leap' from the ranks-of" Czarmt officerdom to the camp of Bol-

' shevism. Thereafter he apparently applied himself assiduously.
if not to the study of Marxism, then to military science. He ae-
quired a knowledge of modern military technigue and, not un-

‘- successfully, played the role of mechanizer of the army.

Jan Gamarnik, born of a Jewish family in the Ukraine, dis-

_;_'tmg-me,hed himself during the civil war by his political and ad-
ministrative talents — to be sure, on a provincial scale.

For
period of ten years, Gamarnik held important posts at the very
center of the party apparatus, and was in daily collaboration
with. the GPU. Is it conceivable that in such circumstances he
could: have conducted two policies, a public one for the external
world, the second private? In our opinion, impossible.

Why, then, did the axe descend: on. these two leaders of the

oarmy?

Reasons For the Purges

As educator of the commanding staff and future genevalis-
gimo, Tukhachevsky could not but value talented military leaders.
Putna was one of the most outstanding officers of the general
staff. Tukhachevsky undoubtedly intervened in behalf of Putna
as he must have done in the case of other officers drawn inte

" {he web of the GPU.

Voroshilov is Russia’s Commissar of War, Commander-in-

# Chief of the army. What was his part in all this? Up to now;
Voroshilov’s policy was determined to a far greater extent by

his ties with Stalin than by his ties with the army. Voreshilew,
moreover, & man of limited horizon and rather a scatterbrain,

g

include the most eminent personages in the Sowviet g‘o’vemm«ent.
the majority of whom were heroes of the Russian revolution.
It is as “if,  in America, the Roosevelt administration were to
shoot half the cabinet, & score or so of the United States Sen-
ate, ‘the ' Presidents of a dozen leading corporations, and, the
head of the Department of Justice — for treason! )

And now the latest chapter in blood-letting is the decapita-
tion of the Red Army. More than all the other Moscaw trials
put together; this act has had the widest repercussions in world
opinion. Is the Red Army as strong as we thought it wag? the
German general staff is asking itself. Among the enémies and
allies. of Russfa, a revision of opinion is in process mhlch may
have the profoundest effects in world politics, and which: eannot
but affect the question of war and peace in the world arena.

: w* - * )

On May'22, 1937 Marshal Tukhachevsky was suddenly re-
moved from his post as Vice-Commissar of Defenge, andr trans-
ferred to a iinor pest in the provinces. Wl\thm the next: few
days the commanders of the military distriets an.d other ‘promin-
ent generals were likewise transferred. These: Theagures’ boded
nothing good. It was evident that the ruling tops had come into:
serions conflict with the officers’ corps.

Moved by the interests of Soviet defense, ‘the commandﬂ!‘s
of the districts and the responsible generals, might have mter—

could not but have cast jaundiced glances in the direction of his

Red Army ’Satisfies’ Churchill

(Cont*inued' from page 1)
(thee to one should be the Tela-
tive losses where the forces are
comparably equal, say many mili-
' tary experts.) But there is a gen-
eral concensus of opinion *hat the
Red 'Army, the defending force,
is losing more than ‘the attack-
ing force in;this war. Even the

‘eredit. the Red Army with inflict-

ean explain the fact that the Na-
zis are inflicting gmeater leogses

Auto Barons Intensify

‘Priority’ Unemployment

R. J. Thomas, UAW-CIO Head, Charges
Profit Lust Creates Job Crisis In Industry

. DETROIT, Mich., Sept. 28
the United Automobile,

— R. J. Thomas, President of

Aircraft and Agricultural: Implement

Workers, CIO, in testimony before the congressional committee
hearings in Detroit on questions of prlermcs unemployment,
charged this week that the automotive corporations were respon-
sible for™ the current unemployment crisis in . auto because 'of
their refusal to expand into military production, andthat their

“business as usual’” attitude was®
the direct eause for the threaten-
ing layoff of -250,000 men in -the
industry.

To meet the priorities unemploy:
ment crisis, Thomas proposed a|
moratorium on. workers" debts,
guarantee of seniority. rights and
the. establishmen: of a system of
union committees in each industry
to: deal with management on pro
blems of military production.

Charles B. Wilson, president of
General Motors, admitted that his
corporation “has not foreseen”
the priorvities erisis; and had made
no adequate plans te avert an
unemployment crisis -as a result
of the chaos of change-over to war
productien. Wilson tried to excuse
the GM officials for their fail-
ure to change over inte military

In truth, there- was no mistake.
The policy of “business as usual”
no expansion, etc.,, was a conscious

'policy, made in, COLLUSION with

the governmentsl agencies, which
are dominated by the agents of
the steel, aluminum and auwme-
bile: monopolists

FACING “ECONOM!‘C‘"
CHAOS”

Governor Murray D. Van Wag-
poner, of Michigan, testifying be-
fore the Tolan congresstonal com-
mittee, stated- that the “nation
faces economic chaos within three
months,” unless the tangled prio-
rities. problem ‘was  solved. “Mi-

‘chigan faces an economic and wel

fare problem far worse than the
depths of the last depression,” he
gaid. He éstimated that 45,000

stry has lkewige stubbornly re-
fuged to expand capacity. The
OPM, run by these trusts, is con-
centrating instead on a curtail-
ment of production of consumers
goods, with the resultant wave of
unemployment. The auto. industry
hent on cashing in on the increas-
ed market, refuses. to change
aver its -plants;to military produe-
tion,-and. because of this profit-
eering attitude will throw tens of
thousands cut of work.

THE FLINT PLAN

The only program which takes
all this into consideration thus far
has cﬁme from the Flint locals
of ‘the UAW which are now put:
ﬂng the pressure on the corpora-

'hest figures of the British do not |
mg equal losses. Only, the incom- |
petence of &ba.lms general staff |

- than they sustain in an offensive. |
We must now'face the question |

of the extent of the losses so far
fneurred by the Seviet Union.

The Stalinist “strategy™ of
retreating eastward has strip-
ped the country of key:indus- .
trial and = agrieultural areas
which make it impossible to re-
equip and supply the Red Army
at the level at which it began
the watr. Thjs is the terrible
truth.

The territories now occupied by
‘the. Nazis wers the most densely |
‘populated areas of the USSR,
Twenty-three million people lived
'iny the territories. “won” during
‘the  Stalin-Hitler pact and now |
baat (the Baltic states, Bessarabid, |
western Byelo-Russla, western U-

the Ukraine (the entire Ukraine

lost. At least another ten million |
lived in Byvelo-Ruasia and the ad
]oining territory ‘which ‘s now in

merly occupled and werked by
ever 63 milllon people 18 now lest.
Not all this population fell into
.who fled are. refugees, who in
eéconomic terms are more labillty
than asset for scme time to come.

The importance of waterways
for transportation in the USSR is
understood by those who know
how inadequate is the railroad
and highway system. Yet' two of
the most Important waterways
(not to speak of the rivers: lost
go far), the Baltic and Black seas,
are' now rendered almost useless.
Except for besieged Leningrad
and the Hango peninsula, the So-
‘viet forces are driven out of the

kraine, Moldavia), Two-thirds of]

Jincluded over forty millions) are];

Hitler's hands. Thus territory for-|

the hands of the Nazis, But those |

the siege of its chief port, Od’essa,,

4, war zone.

THE MEANING OF THE
DNIEPER AND DONETZ

' The two key Western industrial |

areas of the Soviet. Union were

|the Dnieper and Donetz basins.

‘The Dnieper areu is entirely lost.
‘The dramatic incident of the blow-
tng: up of the dam has perhaps

| obscured the fact that the dam
‘was but the key comnstruction in

‘a great industrial area of metal-
‘lurgical plants, not only iron and
‘gteel, but also the non-ferrous
metals vital for war industry; of
-_qhem-{cal, die and soda plants, and
‘alifed industries; of such Irrepla-

{eeable war plants as ‘that of Sza-

Jporozh, , the great armor-plate
plant. A1l this iz gone. And the
Nazis are driving on Kharkov,
l;ey to the Donetz basin.

4 The, Dnieper and Donetz bases

: mbounted for 75 per cent of the.
| tron and coal, and a majdr¥ propor-:

cultural areas lost, one need only

‘Soviet Union.

‘dread significance of these losses

their
by handicraft methods in the in-|

‘Dnieper.

tion of the manganese of the So-

viet Union (to mention no other !
'{tems). About lalf of these raw

materials resources are mnow in
the hands of the Nazis,

Of the significance of the agri-

recall that the Ukraine has been
known as the breadbasket of the
Stalin seeks to cover up the

by analogies with Napoleon's in-

vasion of Russia in 1812, An ut-|

terly’ false analogy. The Russlan
armies. of 1812 could retire with
muskets and make bullets

terior of Russia. But tanks, air-
plans and railroad guns cannol
be made without heavy industry
areas ilke thoze cof the Donetz and

. The facts are terrible to con-
template. But we must face them.
Stalin has. led the Soviet TUnion

“t‘ﬂ!_athﬁ very brink of catastrophe. |

ii:Cd.mmitt’ee Formed To Aid

tional Committee formed to fight
for the release from jail of Negro
soldiers court martialed in World
War I, held its first meeting in
Harlem this week.

such organizations as the Better
Harlem Association, the Baptist
‘Ministers Conférence, representing
100.0000 members, the German
Lutheran Church, and the Social-
ist Workers Party.

Imprisoned Negro Soldiers

NEW YORK, Oct. 1. — A Na- | =oldiers has met with failure up
to now. Letters were read from
the Army Staff, from Represent-
atives and Senators who openly
declared their lack of interest in
the plight of these boys.

The freeing of these Negro sol-
diers whose only real mistake was
to suppose that they “were fight-
ing for demoeracy” can only be
achieved through organized mass
agtion,

Delegates were present from

he Red

Y Trotsky Warned That Stalin’s Murder Of The Red Army Leaders Would Endanger Defense Of Soviet Union

far-too-talented vice-commissar. Such could very well have been
the source of the conflict.

As the head of the political, department of the army and
navy, Gamarnik was obliged not only to deliver his collaborators
into the hands of Vyshinsky, but ako to participate in the fabri-
cation of false charges against them. It is highly probable that
he came into conflict with the GPU and complained about Yez-
hov, the new head of the GPU — to Stalin! This in itself was
enough to endanger him.

Let us see who the others K were.

If Tukhachevsky, an officer in the Czar’s army, became a
Bolshevik, then Yakir, a young tubercular student, became a Red
commander. From the very outset, he revealed the imagination
and resourcefulness of a strategist. Veteran officers more than
once cast astonished eyes on the gaunt commissar, as match-
stick in hand he traced moves on military maps. Yakir had pe-

- casion to prove his devotion to the revolution and the party in

a much more direct manner than Tukhachevsky. When the civil
war cnded he plunged into serious study. The authority he en-
joyed was great and well-merited.

Alongside Yakir we may place Uborevich, a somewhat less
brilliant but thoroughly tested and reliable field commander of
the eivil war. It was these two men who were entrusted with
the defense of the Western frontier, and they prepared them-
selves for years for their roles in the coming great war.

Kork, a graduate of the Czarist military academy, success-
fully comamnded one of the armies during the critical years,
was later given command of a military district and, finally, placed
at the head of the Military Academy in succession to Eideman..

For the last few years, Eideman directed the Ossoaviakhim,
through which is effected the connection between the civil popu-
lation and the army.

Putna was an educated young general with an’ mternatlonal
outlook.

In Feldman's hands was concentrated the power of diveet
supervision. over the commanding persomnel. This alone indi-
cates the measure of confidence which he enjoyed.

Next to Budenny, Primakov was unquestionably the most
outstanding cavalry commander.

It would be no exaggeration to say that in the Red army

there is left not a single name, with the exception of Budenny
that, as regards popularity, not to speak of talent or knowledge,
is comparable to the names of the alleged criminals.

The New “Leadership™ of the Red Army

When Tukhachevsky. was demoted, a very informed person
wondered: who will henceforth take charge of the work of So-
viet. defense? Marshall Yegorov, a lieutenant-colonel during the
World War, was appointed to Tukhachevsky’s post, (and was
later shet). The new chief-of-staff, Shaposhnikov, is an educated

. executive officer of the old army, devoid of strategic talent and

initiative. And Voroshilov? If is no seeret that Voroshilov, the
“old Bolshevik” is a purely decorative figure. While Lenin was
alive, it never entered anybody's head to include him in the
Central Committee. During the civil war, Voroshilov, while dis-
playing an indubitable personal courage, showed a complete
lack of military and administrative talent and, besides, a narrow,

. utterly provincial outlook. His only qualification for a seat in
. the Political Bureau and the post of People’s Commissar of De-

fense, is that he supported at Tsaritsin, the opposition of Stalin
to -that military policy which insured. vietory in the civil war,
Incidentally, neither Stalin. nor the other members of the Poli-
tical Bureau ever entertained any illusions concerning Voroshi-
lov as a military leader. Just because of this, they had surround-
ed him with qualified collaborators.

Thus the decimation of the leadership of the Red army was
carried through with the full knowledge of what it implied!

. * = "

. To the Red army, Stalin has dealt a fearful blow. As a re-
sult of the. latest judicial frameup, it has fallen several cubits
in stature. The intervests of the Soviet defense have been sacri-
ficed in the interests of the self-preservation of the ruling clique.

‘Fourth International’

For October Is Off Press

The October issue of the month-

ly magazine of* the Trotskyist | the Storm,”

entitled “France: First Signs of
by Mare Loris, and

tion to meet their militant de- [ Baltic. The Black Sea i3,

with

mands. Plans are béing made by
the: Flint loealg to held a public
hearing” in "that eity, to publicize
the union’s program, and .to. win
support from the: city’s population
for s fight to foree the company
to act on the union's demands,
In Flint, shouald the union push
its. program with the. necessary
vigor, I:ha em{re p()pulatfon can
be soltdified hehind the €10, Small |
business ‘men, .the ot_ﬁcera_ot‘ the
city ' govermment, as well as all

Ended When

‘Good Will’ Is

Strike Begins

This is the etghth week of a |

| IN LOS ANGELES

work, by clalming that the govern-

workers in Detroit would be un-

|l:he workers; afe directly coneern:
led. lest” Flint become a “ghost

strike at the Morgan Memorial

'Bu‘v the FOURTH INTERNA-

. their’ huge profits.

ment was not giving the compa-
ny defense orders proportionate
to the company’s size. "If the gov:
ernment had to give General Mo
tors its proportionate share of de
fense orders, it would sound sr
big in dollars the people in Wash-
ington would be afraid of it.”

WHAT WILSON
CONCEALED
He did not explain however |
why GM has barely begun te ful |
fil orders amounting to $2 bil-
lion nor why tool-and-die men
are working two and three days @ |
weelk, while the company is now
engaged in putting out Buicks
and Chevrolets at full pace; aet-
unally it i well known: by those
who have studied the situation
that General Motors, together with
the steel and aluminum trusts
with the full knowledge and agree-
ment of the OPM, HAVE REFUS-
ED:TO EXPAND for fear of log-
ing their capital when the war
ends. Moreover, they have fought
teoth and nail against any gov-
ernment building and operating
of military plants, for fear of
competition which would cut into

R. J. Thomas, instead of expos-
ing this fact, fook the. attitude
that: a.--‘"mist_a.kkq. had béen made.”

to no econclusion
_proposals: for a solutbon to the
-problem. Tolan, the committee
.member who cenducted the hear-
ings, when reminded that at the |

'production of consumers

employed because of -curtail-

‘ment of essential materials for

automotive - production, Ia. Flint
he said, 16,800 will be out of work

by January. '

The congressional hearings came
and made ne

last elections the administration

had promisged that there would he |

no need to curtail clviliam pro- |

 duction, and that war preduetien

would be supertmposed on the
goods.
eynically replied, “Sure. . . that’s
how we fellows get elscted.”

While a serious erisis faces hun-
dreds of thousands: of workers he-

Corporation, Boston, the ‘goodwill

town."” Vs
Thus far unionlsts report that

IMA auditoriumn for the public
hearing, at which the union will
hear testimony on the situatien.
‘and propese lt8 program. Radic
talks are planned, as well as wide-
spread publeity.

The Flint plan fs to: be present
ed to the corporation in the form
'of demands, and takem up to the
'highest bargaining channels for a
'ye® or no anwer.

Phe demands, which pmvfde for
'preferential employment and trans-

 than the same rate of pay, an
equal volice for labor im the plan

it fa. planned to rent the huge|

ifer by senferity of UAW mem- |

| bers: to deferse work, at no less|
 there for ten years get the mag-|

nificent sum of $21.33 for a 40- |

ping of military production, al- . hour week. The helpers get all |

stores.” The Morgan Memorial,
‘s charitable organization similar

the Golden Rule in their adver-

lic to donate clothing and furni-
ture to their store, but they for-
.zet to apply it to their workers.
It is not uncommon for them to
'hire salespeople to work all day
for a pair of shoes which often
|has been a free donation to them.

| their employees that their truck
idrivers and helpers are out on
strike for higher wages. Some
*ruck drvivers who have worked

o the Salvation Army, features |

tisements when they ask the pub- |

They display such goodwill to ||

| Bound Volumes

The general sentiment was one

movement, FOURTH INTERNA-

of active onnosition to the cur-

rent World War. For here, in the Buy the MILITANT

unjust imprisonment of innoecent :

Negroes, was. concrete proof that I IN' MINNEAPOL!S

democracy is mo more an issue at:

‘n this war than it was in the || Shinders News Co.,

last one. 6th St. & Hennepin Av.
Every attempt made to free ' Morris Kroman,

these unjustly imprisoned colored 4th St. & Nicollet Av.

e ——— -| | Pioneer News Co.,

A. Peterson News Stand,
Washington Av. & B'way N.
Labor Book store,

238 Second Av., South |

TIONAL, will come off the press-
es this week. The content is rich
and varied.

The editorial comment concerns
L | itself with the forthcoming trial
‘| of the twenty-nine Minneapolis
defendants, members of the So-
cialist Workers Party and of the
Motor: Transport and Allied
Workers Industrial Union, Local
544-CIO.

The leading article is the Ma-
nifesto of the Fourth Internation-
al on the Defense of the Soviet
Union. Two articles comcern poli-

the other dealing with life among
the German political prisoners by
one who recently escaped.

deal with the

gquestion of America and the
war: “Public Health and Na-
tional Defense,” by Grace Carl-
son, and “The Aims of American
Imperialism,” by Willilam F.
Warde.

John G. Wright contributes an
article on Trotsky and the Red
Army and from the pen of the
revolutionist himself comes an
article dealing with his perspec-

Two articles

| tical developments. in Europe, ene

tives in 1926.

'TIONAL at: | 919 Marquette Av.
ISmith’s Consolidated News
_Stand 613% So. Hill Street.
General News Stand 326 W. | §rrorsreses RO Reoe
5th Street.

Sam Smith’s News Stand 5th
and Main Street.

Now Available

LA s

1940 |
'SOCIALIST ||

HELP FIGHT THE INDICTMENT

29 people—members of the Socialist Worke rs Party and the leaders of Motor Transbort
and Allied Workers Industrial Union, Local 544-ClO have been indicted in Minnesota
on charges of “conspiring to overthrow the government.”

~ This sweeping attack upon civil liberties and labor’s rights must be repelled! The
- job of defending the victims of this prosecution is up to the workers themselves. Roose-
] ¢ velt's administration isn't subsidizing this defense project.

Aid the defendants by giving premptly and generously to their Defense Fund.

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO:

— e o o s e e s e Em e e

The Government prosecution has been con-

demped by the

4

cause: of the eomplete anarchy in |location of orders, location of new of $16 per week. The AFL Team-~ || ; ' ] THE CréXi, RIGHES DEFESSR ;
the productive plamning in the | plants, etc., snd which would reor- St‘;‘m Local maz ;g dema‘;‘dif“ﬂ ' APPEAL :E COMMIILE c10

nation, the aluminum trust, the |ganize production so as to pre | UNion recognition, $30 a week for | 4 .

B e o tive | vent & Tayoff durlng the coming | the drivers, and $24 fer the help- $2.50 cach y Koo 309,160 FIER ke Mew-Thk Oy | LABOR'S NON-PARTISAN LEAGUE
manufacturers have not budged |three te four months and while | €r8. There is a strike headquar- - I UNTTED AUT ]
an, inch in their adamant stand |plans for changeover to military | ters located near the main store || Place your orders immediately || $ I enclose............ for your Defense Fund RO WEREIG :
against expansion. The aluminum | production are made, will proba |2nd continuous picket lines are $ | AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION |
trust, ALCOA, still retains its|bly be turned dewn by the cor-| maintained at all the stores. Order from:  Name ... Rt ety | . 3
iron grip on. the smelting of that |poration. But the UAW locals in| Meanwhile, the Morgan Memo- by : NATION 1
important metal, and while it bae | Flint, {n redolutions adopted 1w |rial Cooperative Stores are coit- The Militant [, AQAEeR . s faie s et Lr R R ] NEW REPUBLIC -

contracted to build g.new plant |their Weetings, are pledged to use | ducting a huge newspaper cam- || J16 University Place ; i : _
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*. Hillman’s speech to the Seventh

trality Act, ete. All this was ful-
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CP Licks Hl"

But Gets Kicked In the Face As Reward for

Cheering Hillman at

By ART PREIS

A face which had not graced the pages of the Stalinist Daily
Worker in many a moon suddenly appeared on the tront page

ot the September 25 issue.

It was a portrait ol the lean and wily features of Sidney
Hillman, associate director of the OFM, and leader of the ClO

facuion which has long sought
Administration’s war machme

To those who know the Daily
Worker’s policies, the appearance
of Hillman’s picture is a signid-
cant symbol. The Daily Worker
publishes pictures only of those
who represent Stalinist views or
with whom the Communist Party
is seeking to gain favor.

Thus, up to June 22, did John
L. Lewis receive recognition and
publicity from the Stalinists.

While of Hillman, the Daily
Worker (May 17) wrote in those
days:

“The workers can now see
that when a war government
selects a union leader to sit in
its councils, it is only for one
purpose: to have him act as the
spearhead in the open-shop and
wage cutfing drive against the
workers. And Hillman, it can
be said, is faithfully living up
to these duties.”

WHITEWASH FOR
HILLMAN

No such condemnation of Hill-
man is included in the story ac-
companying his picture in the
September 25 issue. This reports

Convention of the International
Union of Marine and Shipbuild-
ing Workers (CIO) held last
week in Atlantic City, New Jer-
sey. The Daily Worker approv-
ingly reports Hillman’s address
“praising the shipyard workers
for the production records they
have already set — but records
that he said must still go high-
er. . .

Hillman, whom the Daily
Worker formerly correctly called
“the spearhead in the open-shop
and wage-cutting drive,” is pav-
ing the way, in these words, for
longer hours, speed-up, wage-
freezing, in the interests of
Roosevelt’s war program. That,
today, is the program of the Sta-
linists also, and therefore thcrr
one definite aim in the CIO is to
establish a formal unit with the
Hillmanites against the militant
and anti-war sections of the la-
bor movement, and against that
sector of the CIQ which opposes
sacrificing the gains of industrial
unionism for the sake of pro-war
“unity” with the AFL.

From first to last, in the Daily
Worker reports of the IUMSW
convention, the Stalinists have
sought to establish their affinity
with the Hillmanites and their
policies. And since the Hillman-
ites hold outright control of the
IUMSW, almost the entire con-
vention was consumed with
speeches and resolutions in sup-
port of Roosevelt’s war policies,
calling for the repeal of the Neu-

somely reported
Worker.

But, in the very act of bending
over to polish Hillman’s boots
with their tongues, the Stalinists
received a resounding blow on
their protrudent posteriors from
these same boot tips. On Septem-
ber 26, the Daily Worker, in the

in the Daily

IUMSW Convention

to tie tht. ClO to the t{uoacvdl

*»

| middle of an IUMSW convention
story, suddenly whines:

“I'he harmony that marked the
convention for two days was
broken this morning, and, as usu-
al, red-baiting was the instru-
ment through which prejudices
and old squabbles were raked up.
It came with a resolution. .
throwing Communism into the
same basket with Nazism.”

UNITY WITH
RED-BAITERS

After going down the line on
their hands and knees with the
IUMSW Hillmanite leaders on
support of the war, the Stalin-
ists were confronted with a reso-
lution which stated that the union
“would not condone the workings
of fascism, nazism or communism
within our ranks” and ‘“that any
member who advocates the over-
throw of the democratic constitu-
tional government of the United
States shall be, on proven guilty,
asked or be forced to resign frora
national or local membership, in
our union.”

Nowhere does the Daily Work-
er indicate that this resolution,
which the convention passed, was
the product of Hillman. Instead,
the Daily Worker attempts to
spread the idea that the resolu-
tion doesn’t mean too much and
isn't going to affect the Stalin-
ists materially.

“In some respects,” reports the
Daily Worker, “the red-baiters
retreated, as from all indications
a move to insert a bar to Com-
munists in the constitution was
abandoned.”

At the very same session of the
convention, however, the Stalin-
ists found out whether the Hill-
manites ‘“mean” it, when (arl
Bradley and Edward Dorland, ex-
pelled from the union’s general
exeeutive: board and their union.
local on charges of “communism,”
were refused reinstatement into

nied the right personally to ap-
peal their case to the convention.
On the last day of the conven-
tion, the delegates, led by the
Hillmanites, passed a resolution
barring “Communists, Nazis and
fasecists” from holding any union
offices. That is how the Hillman-
ites “retreated’!

Once more, the Daily Worker,
September 27, had to report about
the red-baiting actions of the
Hillmanites — without mention
of the Hillmanites.

SMALL FAVORS
GRATEFULLY RECEIVED
John Green, Hillmanite presi-
dent of the IUSMW, gave the
Stalinists some small consolation
in his final remarks before the
convention adjourned. He indi
cated Hillman’s present position
toward the Stalinists when he
stated:

“Employers hire communists,
and as long as they hire them
we'll organize them., But

union membership, and even de- |

man’s Boots

SIU Discusses Next Steps

Striking members. of the Seafarers International Union (AFL) at the meeting in New York
when they voted to end the 12-day strike of 26 ships with an agreement to submit their war
bonus demands to negotiations through the National Defense Mediation Board. The union scored
a victory when the U. 8. Maritime Commission, which tried to break the strike by manning three
ships with scabs and ordering the union to submit to compulsory arbitration, was completely eli-
minated from the negotiations plan.

that its secretary-treasurer from
its inception of 1934, J. E. Alder-
mann would retire from office in
November.

These actions came as a result
of devastating evidence piled up
at the hearing now being condue-
ted here by the National Labor
Relations Board on its charges
that The Aircraft is a company-
union and that Curtiss-Wright
Co. is the real power behind the
throne. The hearings have enter-

National Labor Relations Board Hearings
Show “Aircraft’” To Be Tool Of Company

BUFFALO, N. Y., Sept. 23. — The drive of the United
Auto Workers, CIO, to organize the Curtiss-Wright aircraft
workers in this city is well under way. The union has not only
made considerable gains in signing up the workers, but it has
gone a long way in discrediting and exposing the company union,
‘I'he Aircraft, long used by the company as a pretext for refustng
to recognize or deal with a legitimate union.

Trying desperately to save face with the workers The Air-
craft last week suddeniy announced that it had ‘fired’ Edward
W. Hamilton, its lawyer, who for years has been a notorious in-

spirer of company-unionism and*
ed their third week.

The first week saw a_ parade
of militant members of Local 753,
CIO,
timidation and discrimination
shown against CIO men and es-
tablished the fact that the best
assurances for promotion is to
become an officer or member of
the Council, governing body of
The Aircraft.

Herbert Levine told how Air-
craft representatives, working in

sophies out of the councils of
this union.”

In a word, Green is telling the
Stalinist that they can pay their
dues and belong to the union so
long as they're “good boys,” raise
their hands promptly for every-
thing the Hillmanites propose,
sit in the back rows and keep
their mouths shut.

The Stalinists, for all their
eagerness to support the Hill-
manites under any conditions,
have a long row to hoe before
they will be accepted on any
equal terms by the Hillmanites.

HILLMAN'S LINE
TOWARD STALINISTS

they’ve got to keep their philo-

Hillman and his followers are
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Chicago Mass Meeting

To Greet the Defendants in the Minnesota “Seditious Conspiracy” Indictment
Speakers:
JAMES P. CANNON, Nat'l Sec'y, SWP
§ ALBERT GOLDMAN, Labor Attorney
Z FARRELL DOBBS, Labor Secretary, SWP
FELIX MORROW, Editor of the Militant
S GRAEE CARLSON, Minnesota State Organizer, SWP

>

Auspices:

Z | Friday, October 10th - Eight P, M.
EMBASSY HALL, MORRISON HOTEL

Clark and Madison Streets
Admission—235¢
Socialist Workers Party, C

hicago

&
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In Solidarity with the Indicted Socialist Workers Party Leaders

Banquet & Dance

Sumptuous Steak Dinner - Singing - Waltges - Swing and Folk Dancing

Sunday, Oct. 12 .7 P. M.

Socialist Workers Party,

at
GUS’ _
- Auspices:
420 N. DEARBORN ST.
Reservations: $1.50 in advance 160 N. W

on

Chicago
ELLS ST. - DEa. 7562
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quite willing to take whatever the |
Stalinists offer them gratis, but
they propose to grant the Stalin-
ists as little influence or control-
as possible, particularly in those
unions, like the IUMSW, where
the Stalinists have relatively lit-
tle strength.

The Hillman gang represents a
different bureaucracy than the
Stalinists. The Hillmanites are
part of the labor bureaucracy di-
rectly representing the interests
of the American bourgeois demo-
crats, specifically the Roosevelt
administration. The Stalinists, as
the Hillmanites are well aware,
are the agents of the Kremlin
bureaucracy. Within the limits of
this difference in bureaucratic
loyalties, the Hillmanites conti-
nue to be wary of any too close
ties with the Stalinists.

For their part, the Stalinists
want to gain as much union in-
fluence as they can, within the
framework of their political uni-
ity with the Hillmanites on the
war question, But the Hillman-
ites hold the whip-hand. It is
they who have the “in” with the
Roosevelt administration, and
they will not permit the Stalinists
to approach the administration
except through the Hillmanite
pipe-line.

The Stalinists are willing to
pay any price in servility and
treachery to the workers for a
bloc with Hillman. That is clear-
ly indicated by the actions at the
TUMSW convention and the Daily
Worker’s response to them. Hill-
man’s program includes concrete-
ly a red-baiting attack on all mi-
litant and progressive vlements
in the labor movement. “Deplore”
as they might this red-baiting —
and it is merely to save their
own organizational hides that
they do so — the Stalinists can-
not escape the responsibility for
defending and endorsing Hill-
man’s basic political policies,
whose inevitable
are just as vicious anti-labor tac-
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tics as red-baiting,

who testified about the in- .

conSequences

Curtiss=Wright Company
Union Pollcy Exposed

cahoots with foremen, would “ask
workers” to join Aircraft, “They
would go around ‘on company
time and sign up members,” he
added. Company cops threatened
to turn him in to the personnel
manager if he distributed CIO
literature on company property
and the personal manager asked
him to turn his literature over
to him for “safe keeping.”
Emanuel Fried told of a fore-
man’s threat to “fix me good if
I didn’t take off my CIO button.”

Stanley Swiezek testified to

1 “seeing foremen and - leadmen

‘sign up the new workers who
just came in the plant.”
Numerous - other workers took
the stand and repeated stories-in
the same vein, proving conclus-
ively that the company worked
hand-in-glove with The Aircraft.

HAMILTON’S |

'TESTIMONY

“The real blowoff came when
Hamilton was put on the stand.

| A suave and shrewd lawyer, he

traced the history of the company
union, telling how it was formed
in 1934 during a strike of the
workers under the AFL, how the
company agreed to “split the prof-
its with the workers,” of how
“The Aireraft strove for co-op-
eration with the corporation from
its founding.” His testimony so
compromised the company and its
union that he had to be thrown
to the wolves the next day.
Following Hamilton, J. E. Al-
dermann, who has been the secre-
tary-treasurer of the company
union since its inception, was put

organ, /'he Pilot, on September

“flukey” and a

lines.

Under pressure of his own rank
and file, Curran had to tack in
a different dirvection, and finally
wired Admiral Land that “we
hold Maritime Commission is re-
sponsibile for present situation.
based on its continuous interfer-
ence with collective bargaining
rights of seamen since its incep-
tion.”

This attack by Curran on the

19 called the Seafarers Interna-

vonal Union’s strike of 25 ships over the war bonus question,
“bum beef,” when the SIU rejected a Maritime
Commission demand for compulsory arbitration.
weated the Maritime Commission.

The NMU rank and tile didn't think this was a
Throughout the strike, the NMU men displayed complete solid-
arity*with the SIU strikers, respected the picket lines, and some
NMU men even joined the picket*

The SIU de-

bum beef.”

Maritime Commission, with which
he had hitherto attempted to play
ball, did not flow from some sud-
den feeling of genuine solidarity
with the SIU strikers.

It was the result of his need
to save face with his own mem-
bership, who have just been given
cheir own taste of what the gov-

e¢rnment and shipowners have

on the stand. Like a typical Ju-
das-goat, he told of how the
scabs, with himself as a leader,
organized the company union
while the 1934 strike was in prog-
ress. Hamilton, Aldermann and
Glenn Witter, an inspector at the
plant met “on company proper t.y"
and started the fake union.

At this meeting they dished out
the officers post to each other —
Witter becoming President and
Aldermann secretary-treasurer.

Since then Witter has been re-
warded with an executive post in
the company set-up and has left
The Aircraft.

BOSSES FINANCED

THE AIRCRAFT

The highlights of his testimony
were that Ralpn S. Damon, vice-
president of Curtiss-Wright in
1935, “contributed $1000 to help
the union meet its operating def-
icit” and that the company- grant-
ed “recognition to The Aircraft
on August 8, 1934, but ‘weren’t
very keen about it.’”

Such testimony just about tore
the last veil off the fake union
and something desperate had to
be done. The company and its
stooges  were not slow in realiz-
ing it too. The followmg day, Leo
Kriegbaum, the shrewd and char-
acterless president of The Air-
craft “rocked” the hearing with
the announcement that Hamilton
was fired and that Aldermann
would not be a candidate for of-
fice when his term expires “be-
cause of ill health.”

KRIEGMAN’'S
WHITEWASH

Hamilton was fired, according
to Krieghaum, because “His tes-
timony at this trial has at last
shown clearly the difference of
opinion between the Aireraft and
Mr. Hamilton, and the Council of
the Aircraft now is convinced
that Mr. Hamilton can be of no
further service to this union, and
that his presence as counsel is,
in fact, of real harm to The Air-
craft.” After Hamilton was
“fired,” he bowed to his “ex-boss”
and said, “I believe in The Air-
craft. I believe in its ultimate
success and I will do everything

in thy pm"ver personally to assure

its success.”

Following this episode Krieg-
baum issued a statement to the
press, in which he tried to white-
wash the testimony given at the
hearing. “In this current trial
before the NRLB, testimony has
been given about the early his-
tory of the union, and its opera-
tion, that shows a fundamental
difference of attitude between
The Aireraft and its operation in
those early years and The Air-
craft of today. It appears that
the union in its formative years
co-operated with the management
and was not militant in the sense
that it is today and the Council
of the Aircraft must take the po-
sition that what was done then
was out of harmony with The
Aireraft of today.” Kriegbaum
may enjoy posing as an innocent
lamb who is just discovering the
real story, but he cannot hope to
fool anyone.

IMPORTANCE OF
ORGANIZING CURTISS

The UAW-CIO is now getting
down to business to carry out in-
structions of its last convention
and organize the aireraft indus-
try. Buffalo is one of the most
important centers of the industry
in the country and by next June
will have approximately 45,000 to
50,000 workers in the Curtiss and
Bell plants alone. Organizers are
starting to pour into town and
an all-out drive is being staged
at Curtiss as an opening step.

In order to break this, one of
the few remaining strongholds of
company-unionism in the United
States, all the UAW forces must
be mobilized. Just as Ford was
no pushover, so will Curtiss be a
tough nut to crack. The plants
are flooded with a large number
of schoolboys who are devoid of
any tradition of trade-unionism
and are making a week’s pay for
the first time in their lives, To
overcome this obstacle, the Cur-
tiss workers themselves must be
involved in the work of organiza-
tion.

A union that has brought Gen-
eral Motors, Ford, Chrysler, and
the other auto barons to their
knees will, no doubt, also organ-
ize Curtiss.

NEWARK, N. ].,

tious conspiracy”
Defense Committee last night. T

tee's work.

Morrow, editor of THE MILI-
TANT, both of whom were warm-
ly greeted by the workers pres-
ent.

Cannon denounced the prosecu-

tion as an attempt to silence the
voices of the militant anti-war
fighters and declared that the
government, powerful and impos-
ing as it seemed, was by this trial
demonstrating the desperation
and internal weakness of the sys-
tem it represented. He said that
the defendants would go boldly
into court on October 20 because
they knew that the future was
on their side and - because they
were heartened by the support of
workers being gathered together
throughout the country in groups
such as the Newark Civil Rights
Defense Committee.

Sept. 28. — A highly successful banquct
and reception for the 29 defendants in the Minneapolis “sedi-
case was held by the Newark Civil Rights

to 100 people, most of them active trade unionists in locals which
have expressed their moral and financial support of the Commit-

The main speeches of the affair were delivered by two of

the defendants, James P. Cannon, national secretary of the So-
cialist Workers Party, and Felix* -

he affair was attended by close

velopment of the case from the
beginning of the fight between
AFL Teamsters chief, Tobin, and
the militant leaders of Local 544
in Minneapolis, showing that this
fight over union policy was a di-
rect result of the Roosevelt war
administration’s moves to destroy
the independence of the labor
movement.

L]

OTHER SPEAKERS

George Novack, national secre-
tary of the Civil Rights Defense
Committee, discussed the reac-
tionary laws under which the de-
fendants were being prosecuted,
and the work of the Committee.

Nat J. Humphries, active in
Harlem in a campaign to free sol-
diers who had been court-mar-
tialled on framed-up and unjust
charges in World War I, spoke
of the wave of anti-labor perse-

Felix Morrow tIEcéd the de-

cutions that swept the country in

NEWARK DEFENSE COMMITTEE HOLDS
SUCCESSFUL BANQUET FOR 29

1917, and paid tribute to the he-
roic behavior of Eugene V, Debs
at the time of his trial by the
government on charges similar to
those in-the Minneapolis case, He
said he knew that the 29 defend-
ants would conduct themselves in
court just as creditably as Debs
did, and that the workers of this
country would not forget them
or give up the struggle to free
them in the event of an adverse
decision.

Bella Kussy, a member of the
Workers Defense League Nation-
al Executive Board, speaking for
herself as an individual, attacked
Attorney General Biddle’s hypo-
critical promises to safeguard
civil liberties and contrasted the
behavior of the Department of
Justice in its failure to indict
Mayor Hague of Jersey City
after four years of investigation
and the speed with which it had
indicted, arraigned and was now
bringing the 29 defendants to
trial in less than four months.

Genora Johnson, a leading par-
ticipant in: the Flint auto strikes
-of 1937, made an appeal for funds
for the Committee and urged that

workers join it and help it in its
work, ;

Curran Shifts Stand
On SIU Strike Issue

After Slurring SIU Strike As ‘Flukey’
Forced To Condemn Maritime Commission

Stalinist stooge Joseph Curran’s National Maritime Union

been trying to put over on the
SIU.

The NMU officials have been
trying to get immediate bonus in-
creases for seanien on the run into
Iceland waters during the new
contract negotiations. The Ice-
land waters are certainly in the
“war zone,” particularly since a
whole series of sinkings there
have followed on Roosevelt’s
“shoot on i‘lght” order,

Frank J.” Taylor, president of
the American Merchant Marine
Institute, with which the NMU
officials were negotiating, on
September 16 informed the NMU
that the question of Iceland war

abeyance pending the “general
negotiations on bonuses.”

This was precisely the answer
the SIU had received from the
shipowners and Maritime Com-
mission when the SIU demanded
immediate negotiations for bo-
nuses on the Carribean runs,

At the conference in Washing-
ton early in September, Curran
had helped to sabotage joint
union negotiations with the ship-
owners in Washington, held at
the demand of the SIU to settle
the bonus question, when he
agreed to an indefinite postpone-
ment of the negotiations at the
bosses’ request. The shipowners,
at that time, had raised the ar-
gument that Curran’s withdrawal
rrom the negotiations made it im-
possible for them to negotiate
with the SIU because they want-
ed the question settled on an “in-"
dustry-wide basis.”

Now that Curran, under pres-
sure from the NMU rank and file,
is forced to demand settlement
on the Iceland war bonus ques-
tion, he runs up against an ar-
gument similar to the one he
helped the shipowners put over
against the SIU several weeks
ago.

Curran and the Stalinist leader-
ship of the NMU are caught in
their own trap.

Curran, for all his contempt
for the ranks of his union, dare
not go so far as to oppose the
demand of his own followers for

to Iceland ports.

That is why Curran, after seek-
ing favor with the shipowners
and Maritime Commission, final-
ly had to publicly endorse the po-
sition of the SIU. Curran is more
than willing to toss the SIU to

special favors for his own fol-
lowing; but the Maritime Com-
mission isn’t willing to pay him
for the dirty job.

‘PRAVDA’
HIDES FACTS

(Continued from page 1)
believe Pravda, the demotion of
Timoshenko from this post and
the latter’s replacement by Stalin
constituted an event of “world
historie :mpm tance,” a major vic-
tory for the Soviet Union."
The official press was filled
with accounts of mass meetings,
factory meetings, gatherings of
troops at the front, ete., ete., —
all of them “spontaneous out-
bursts” of enthusiasm in celebra-
tion of this event. In a leading
editorial, Pravda struck the key-
note as follows:
“The appointment of Comrade
Stalin to the post of People’s
Commissar for Defense of the
USSR has instilled fresh vigor
and courage into the hearts of
the warriors of the Red Army and
the Red Navy, into the hearts of
the fighters of the mobilized peo-
ples, into the hearts of many
thousands of guerrillas now fight-
ing heroically in the enemy’s
rear, into the hearts of workers,
collective farmers and intellec-
tuals who are forging victory be-
hind the lines and who are ready
at the first summons of the par-
ty and the Government to defend
our fatherland arms in hand.”
(Pravda, July 21.)
The gist of all the resolutions
(unanimously  adopted) is:
“Stalin — That is Victory!” —
“Where Stalin Is, There Is Vic-
tory!” ete. (Pravda, July 21.)
This is the only kind of “vic-
tory” that Stalin has been able
to score and Pravda has been able
to report. The gravest defeats of
the Red Army have been incurred
since Stalin assumed the post of
Commissar of War and appointed
himself Commander-in-Chief.
(Note: This is the first of a
series of articles on current
conditions in the Sovxet Umon
' by John G. Wright.)

bonuses would have to be held in

increased bonuses on.ships going: ..

the shipowners in return for some -
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The I.ABOR WIT'H A WHITE

Neg._ro Struggle

WITH: A B
WHERE. LABOR Wi k"ﬁ
By ALBERT PARKER

AFL Convention Coming

The American Federation of Labor will hold
another annual convention next week in Seattle.
Negro workers will look forward to the occasion
with interest, if not much hope of anything im-
portant happening there.

They know pretty well what to expect, under
present conditions and with the kind of leader-
ship- AFL has today. On all union matters, of
course, the convention will take its usual con-
servative position. On the war, it will come out
100% for the Roosevelt war program.

And on the question of Negro rights in the
labor movement, the eraft union eonvention will
make 1ts usual evasicns,

They will permit A. Philip Randolph, Negro
leader of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Por-
ters, and a few others to make some speeches
demanding an end to Negro diserimination in
the' AFL, and they will permit the introduction
of resolutions. advocating steps to provide equal
rights for Negro workers — but.the Negro will
still be Jim Crowed by-a large section of the
AFL after the convention is over.

They may pass a resolution deploring diserim-
ination in industry, as the recent New York State
Federation ¢f Labor convention did, but they
themselves won't take a single step to help Ne-
groes to get into factories or unions where they
are now barred.

For the truth is that the fat well paid: heads
of the AFL have no interest in the Negro work-
ers; any more than they have in most unskilled:
workers: And they will refuse to do anything:
that would bring a protest from the lily-white
leaders of the southern unions — just as Roose-
velt refuses to do anything that would bring a:
protest from the lily-white poll tax politicians
who run the Democratic party and everything
else in the Scuth.

An interesting thing to note about this is
that the craft union heads use the same ex-
cuses that Roosevelt does in ignoring and
fostering. Jim Crowism. ,The poll' taxers
scereech abeout “local autonomy” and “states
rights” in fighting against anti-lynch: bills
and- anti-po]l tax legislation. And the white
supremacy gang in the AFL also cries out
aliout: “local autonomy” and “the rights: of
the individual internationals in opposing
all resolutions and constitutional proposals
to wipe out Jim Crewism in the AFL.

These aristocrats of the working eclass. will not
change the sections of their constitution provid-
ing for equal treatment of all workers regardless
of race or color, which have been on the books
for decades, but neither they will change anything
else to put meaning and life into those words.

The Latest “"Solution”’

After Private Ned Turman was murdered by
a southern white MP at Fort Bragg on August
6, an angry protest arose against the brutal treat-
ment of Negroes in the Army. Action was prom-
ised in Washington, especially by the Negro aide’
to the Secretary of War, Judge William H. Has-
tie. Last week, the action was: finally taken, and
announced by Hastie himself in the course of a

sgch. made at the dedication of a' new Army
recreation camp for Negroes at Anacostia, D. C.

Frem new on, says ilastie, there will be

Negro MPs, or to he more accurate. there

will be. more Negro MPs. Only this and noth-

ing. more!

By this I do not mean that we, who stand for
equality for the Negroes, are opposed to having
Negro MPs in the Army. Of course we want to
see Negroes Have the right to hold any job from
which they are barred, We have no use' for
the Democratic or Republican party which both
betray the Negro people every chance they get.
But we stand for the right of Negroes within
those parties to hold any post or office:

Similarly with Negro MPs. We do not sup-
port the boss war nor do we support the boss
army. But we insist that every Negro in the
army have the same rights as white soldiers.

We do not oppose the appointment of Negroes
as MPs, but when anyone comes around and says
that the appointment of Negroes as MPs is the
solution of the problem of brutal, discriminatory
treatment of the Negroes in the Army, then we
can only say that he is a liar or a fool. And
we would add that such a person is in favor of
appointing Negros MPs not because he is inter-
ested in getting equal 1'ig‘hts for Negroes to serve
as MPs just as white soldiers do, but because he
is® interested in covering up and hiding and ex-
cusing’ the brutal diserimination of Negro sol-
diers,

In the first place, we will ask, will the Negro
soldiers be any better off if they are beaten up
and driven around by Negro MPs acting on the
instructions and orders of Negro-hating white of-
ficers' than if they are ill-treated by white MPs?

Will those white MPs who like to mistreat Ne-
gro soldiers act any differently toward them just
because there are more Negro MPs?

The truth is that the MPs are not the forces
primarily responsible for this brutality toward
the Negro soldiers. They are only a small part
of a big system of Jim Crowism in the armed
forces fostered by the war administration.

As long as Roosevelt segregates the Negroes
in' the Army, backward white soldiers will be
encourageéd, even where they are not specifical-

. 1y advised, to look down on the Negroes and

consider them “inferior.”
tion leads to inevitably.

When. you stop to think of if, you can' see that
Hastie advises the use of Negro MPs for the
same. reasgon that he himself is used in the War
Department. In this Department, he acts as the
“Negro front” and gives 4 protective coloration
to itg Jim Crow policies. Now he wants Negro'
MPs to play the same role for the Army itself:

The answer to Jim Crow brutality is the' fight
for mixed regiments and an end to all: formss of:
segregation., This- means a fight not only against:
Roosevelt 'hl\.lt. against Judases: like Judge: Hastie:

That is what segrega-

- .

liquidate the last remnants of
the Neutrality Act, bigned by

The first formal step in t
tember 23,
resolution to repeal the Act al-
together.

This move was foreshadowed
by a press interview two' days
previously, in which Roosevelt de-
clared his intention of securing
drastiec modification or outright
repeal of the Neutrality Aect to
permit-arming of American mer-
chant. ships and the use of ships
under the American flag to trans-
nort materials of war to belliger-
ents and to sail in war zones
hitherto prohibited to American
ship traffic.

One day afier the introduction
of the McKellar resolution, Col-
lier’s magazine (October 4 issue)
appeared with a well-timed ar-
ticle by Roosevelt, dealing. with
his views on the entire question
of neutrality.

In this article, Roosevelt cyn-
ically refers to “our so-called
“neutrality law"” and declares
that:

“Although I approved this

with the introducticen

1Roosevelt and Neu

Roosevelt in 1935, and revised

in 1939 to include the “cash-and- -carry”’ provision.

his direction was made on Sep-

by Senator McKellar of a
s

legislation when it was passed
originally and when it was ex-
tended from time to time, 1
have regretted my action.”
ROOSEVELT “REGRETS”
This belated “regret” is as
false as the pretense of neutral-
itv which Roosevelt attempted to
convey prior to the actual out-

‘ng its early months.

For at no time has the Neutral-
ity Act interfered with Roose-
velt’'s war plans. Rather,
*he present, the Neutrality Act
has served a useful purpose to
the pro-war Administration, by
vroviding a cloak of peaceful in-
tent behind which it might pur-
e its war preparations.

To understand the true role
that the neutrality legislation has
rlayed in this sense, it is neces-
sary to review the history of that
Jlegislation since 1935. .
The outbreak of the Italo-

‘ISOLATI
REAL CAUSE

NISTS’ HIDE

OF WAR

Why is the American war

The “isolationists”

The “isolationists” view
mittee, in: a. statement issued by
that t‘ne United' States is' “being*®
prepared and' propagandized” to
fight “England’s® battle,”  The
United States is being urged, he
said, to fight “not her own bat-
tle, for she is not mixed up in
this, but England’s.”

According to this viewpoint,
“he American imperialists are so
concerned: about preserving the
British Empire that they think
nothing about spending 60 Dbil-
lion dollars as a starter for the
war.

Flynn thus pictures the Amer-
ican capitalists as a bunch of
good-hearted fellows who help the
British capitalists keep their con-
irol of a large section of the
world markets.

By painting up the American
bosseés as altruistic although
short-sighted people, Flynn
hides' from the masses the real
reasons why American capital-
ism is driving toward war and
aids in disorienting the work-
ers from a successful fight
against war.

Flynn, it should be realized, is
regarded as the representative of
the “liberal” ‘and “progressive”
wing of the committee — as dis-
tinguished from the out-and-out
hiz  business spokesmen for
“Western Hemisphere imperial-
ism.” The fact that he too cov-
ers up this fundamental question
is proof that the America’ First
Committee can never lead a sue-
cessful fight against the war.

THE INTERVENTIQNIST
LINE
_ The interventionists, on the
other hand, taking their cue from
the “isolationists,” have begun to
play down the *“aid Britain” an-
gle in their propaganda. As ex-
pressed: by Sidney Hillman,
‘Roosevelt’s spokesman in the
CIO, at the convention of the
Industrial Union of Marine and
Shipbuilding Workers last week.
the new interventionist formu-
lation goes like this:
“This is our battle. . . Let us
stop talking about doing all this
to aidl Britain. We are actually
doing it to aid ourselves, A ship
that you build bringing food to
"he children of England may pre-
vent your own children from
starving' in some dark future. . .”
And! firom now on, Washington
observers report, the administra-
tion, which has been closely fol-

the war — or to be more exact,
to get this country into the total war?

and the war-mongers themselves both
have answers: to this .question, and: both are false.

was expressed by John T. Flynn,
chairman of the New York. chapter of the America First Com-

By Concealing Impericlist Character of War,
' Isolahomsts Hinder Real Anti-War Fight

By ANTHONY MASSINI

party so intent on getting into
for whose benefit does it want

him on Sept. 27. He declared
this country, will emphasize the
angle stressed by Hillman, the
‘angle that lhis:is a wir program
in the interests of the American
people.

Both the “isolationists” and the
interventionists deceive the peo-
ple, each for their own immediate
nurposes. The eapitalist class in
this eccuntry is not getting ready
to enter the war because it is
worried” about preserving the
domination of British imperial-
ism over a large part of the
world or because it is concerned
about the interests of the Amer-
ican people,

WHY U. 8. BOSSES
GO TO WAR

It is for the protection of their
own profits. and power that the
American bosses are fighting, not
for Britain’s. If the war ends in
a victory for American-British
imperialism over German impe-
rialism, the allied powers will im-
mediately begin jockeying and
fighting for control of the world,
‘with each trying at the other's
expense to recoup the losses cre-
ated by the war. Britain- didn’t
give America bases to which it
had clung for so long a time out
of good will, but because Amer-
jea, looking. ahead of the post-
World War II period, demanded
them as-a price for collaboration
against Hitler.

The present world war is a con-
tinnation of the first world war,
and an inevitable outgrowth of
“he rivalry that existed among
the bie imperialist powers in the
~nrind between the two wars. And
the second world war will be only
a prelude to a third and a fourth,
so long as the imperialists con-
trol the major nations and de-
termine their policies.

Roosevelt goes to war not be-
cause he is “pro-British” but be-
cause he is -“pro-American im-
nerialism” — just as Hitler goes
‘o war not because he is “anti-
British” but because he is “pro-
German: imperialism.”

The way to fight against war
is to exnose and fight against the
rause of war. The *isolationists”
cannot wage such a fight because
they are not opposed to cause of
war. Only the anti-capitalist for-
ces can Jead a successful struggle

lowing: the various polls taken in

to end war.

- READ THE MILITANT AT:
Hirsoh’s Book Store, 1323 Cen- '
ter Avenue

| Rose Book Shop,
‘- Avenue:
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break: of the present war and.dur-
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rality

Ethiopian War aroused the fears
4 the American' people that we
might cnee more be dragged into
war by the methods of 1917. The
people clamored for reinforced
neutrality. legislation. It was in
response to this overwhelming
mass sentiment that Congress
was forced to enact; and Roose-
velt to sign, the Neutrality Ao
of August, 1935.

The gutztanding feature of that
Act was a provision making: it
| unlawful to sell. or transport in-
struments or materials of war to
any nation designated as a bellig-
erent by the President.

For Roosevelt to say now that
he “regrets” his.support for the
Neutrality Aet. is’plain bunkum,
He knows full. well. he would
never have been re-elected had
he done ctherwise.

FIRST STEP TO' WAR:

But, as soon as war appeared
imminent, in July 1989, Roose-
velt projected. the idea of repeal-
neg the arms embargo section of
the Neutrality Act as his first
move to whittle away the entire
act. He made his proposal to a
meeting in the White House of
Democratic and Republican Con-
gressivnal leaders; who, however,
hesitated to accept.the idea of the
time because of the powerful an-
ti-war sentiment-of the voters:

It was not until November,
1939, after war; was actually
raging in- Europé, that- Roose-
velt succeeded in putting over
this initial step:leading to war.
He was- able to achieve  this:
only by arguing that repeal of
the arms embargo was: in the
interest. of “true neutrality.”

Secretary of State Cordell Hull
‘had’ presented this argument of
Roosevelt's as early as May 27,
1989, in a message to the Con-
gressional committees on interna-
tional affairs, ini which he urged
the repeal of the arms embargo:
and the enactment of the “cash-
and-carry” law. . Hull stated:

“The: problem; for us is not
whether we shalll help any for-
«eign country or any group of. for-
cign countries. Npr is it. that of
paksing ]udgment upen! or inter-
fering with other peoples’ con-
troversies. Rather, it is that of
so condueting our affairs. », that
we shall not become parties to
controversies. International
law requires that the domestic
measures . adopted by a neutral
shall be impartially applied to the
contending parties in conflict.”

“TRUE NEUTRALITY"
Senator Barkley, chief admin-
istration whip, in urging adop-
tion of the “cash and carry” re-
vision of the Neutrality Act de-
clared:
“Whether it be wheat, or corn,
or tobacco, or shoes, or typewrit-
ers or tanks. . . or anything that
can be recalled by mind of man,
it cannot be shipped to a bellig-
erent nation or through a danger
zone anywhere in the world in an
American ship. . . Because I want
no war I am supporting and pro-

nvelves the greatest sacrifice
aver made by any nation in. his-
tory of mankind in order to avoid
war."”

Roosevelt must admit even to-
day that he was able to secure
repeal of the arms embargo only
by arguing that it would strength-
en neutrality. Thus, in his Col-
lier’s article, Roosevelt states:

“I recommend that, as steps
toward real neutrality and toward
prevention of American partici-
pation in the war, legislation
should be adopted carrying out
the ‘eash-and-carry’ principle,
that is, providing that title to the
merchandise should pass oh de-
livery on this side of the ocean,
that it should be paid for in eash
by the belligerent purchasing it,
and' it should be carried away in
the ships of the belligerent at ifs
own risk. I also recommend leg-
islation restricting the  entry of
American merchant vessels into
war zones, preventing American
eitizens from traveling on bellig-
erent vessels or in danger areas,
forbidding. war credits to bellig-
erent nations, regulating the col-
lection of funds in this country
for belligents, and continuing the

pose to vote for a measure which

license system of governing im-
ports. and exports of arms and
ammunitions.” .

It was only by surrounding the
repeal of the arms embargo by
the “cash-and-carry” provisions
and other measures supposed to
safeguard against ‘“incidents,”
that Roosevelt was able to put
over his first formal move tow-
ard participation’ in' the war.

At that stage of the game,

“cash-and-carry” was all that

Roosevelt could hope to get.

Only when the Allies’ cash was

exhausted did he then propose

to' open' the way for credit,
through the “Lend-Lease” bill

passed in® March 1941.

Moreover, the supply of war
materials which the United States
at that time could sell to the
Alliess was limited. The “cash-
and-carry” measure, therefore,
sufficed for the purpose of mak-
ing these limited: supplies avail-
~able.-- :

EVADING THE LAW

As for the “ecarry” part of the
act, the Administration proceeded
to violate the law as soon as it
was passed. The U. S. Maritime
Commission at once approved the
“sale” of American merchant
ships to dummy “foreign” com-
panies, which operated these
ships under “foreign” flags, such
as Panama, Nicaragua, ete. Even
ships owned by the government
and operated by the U. 8. Mari-
time Commission evaded the re-
strictions of the Neutrality Act
by this subterfuge.

A second means of evading the
intent of the Neutrality Act was
contained in the provision which
aave the President authority to
determine the zones in which Am-

‘ran ships might or might not
travel.

Thus, it has been possible fm
Roosevelt to continuously extend
the sea areas in which American

FDR Is Now Ready To Discard Legal Fiction Of Neutrality

By WALTER LANG
The Roosevelt administration, which has been neutral dur-
ing this war neither in word nor in deed, is moving rapidly to
the legal fictions embodied in:

ships may travel.” The Red sea
ana the waters around’ Greenland
and Iceland, originally declared
war zones, aré now open to Am-
erican ships. By an “interpreta-
tion” of the Attorney General's
office on August 29, American
ships are now permitted to go
to such key points of the British
Empire as Hong Kong, Burma

and Suez, and to most of Ireland. |

The grand strategy of the
Roosevelt administration has been
to pave the way gradually for
the “incident” which will lead to
war. The character of that “in-
~ident” is deseribed by Roosevelt
himself in his article:

“The incidents likely to lead
to war would not generally
come from the salé of war sup-
plies in this country, but would
be the loss of American ships
or American lives or American
property while they were in:
neutral or combat areas of
war.”

NO MORE NEED-
FOR LEGAL PRETENSE

So long as it was a question
of participating merely indirect-
lv in the war, the legal fictions
of the Neutrality Aect offered no
obstacles to the administration,
Indeed, these fictidns were useful
to lull the American masses into
a false sense of security regard-
ing the dangers of being dragged
inte: the war,

Now, however, Roosevelt wants
to engage in the war in the di-
rect sense, that is, through mili-
tary participation. He wishes,
‘herefore, not merely to eirecum-
vent the Neutrality Act, but to
eliminate the no' longer useful
pretense of neutrality.

To do this, he must destroy the
last illusory legal prop on which
the masses have leaned in their
belief that it would prevent Am-
erican entry into the war. e
must eradicate every: obstacle
which might delay speedy action
ance he decides to take the irre-

vocable step to war, a step he |

now contemplates taking.

For, in concluding his Collier's
article, Roogevelt sneaks. in these
foreboding words:

“International events have
happened so quickly within the
last vear, within the last few
months, within the last few
davs, that it is impossible to
tell exactly what the relation-
chip of the United States and
its pecple to this world conflict
will be next week, or tomorrow,
or, indeed, even before the ink
on this page is dried.”

It is possible to tell. With the
repeal of the Neutrality Act, or
its major sections, with the sub-
sequent legalization of the arm-
ing of American merchant ships
and the use of these ships to car-
ry goods to belligerents, there
will shortly occur that “incident”
which Roosevelt anticipates.

Thus, the inevitable “relation-
ship of the United States. .. to
this world confliet,” as Roosevelt
has planned it from the very out-

set, will be war,

ditious conspiracy’’ case.

the New York Times, Scptember
21, and the reactionary attacks he
has led against eivil liberties and
labor’s rights in recent months.
The full text of Novack’s letter
fallows: '
Civil Rights Defense Committee
160 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.

Sept. 24, 1941.
To the Editor:
New York Times,
Times Square, N. Y. C.
Dear Sir:’

In a featured interview in the
New York Times of Sunday, Sep-
_tember 21st, Attorney-General
Biddle is quoted as saying: ‘In-
sofar as I can, I intend to see
that civil: liberties in this coun-
try are protected and we do not
again fall into the disgraceful
hysteria of witch-hunts, strike-
breakings and minority persecu-
tions which were such a dark
chapter in our record of the last
World War.”

This declaration directly con-
‘fliets: with: the prosecution: initia~

TS

It adequately shows the wide breach between the fine sound-
ing liberal words uttered by Roosevelt’s new Attorney~Gencral
Biddle in an’ interview prmted in*

ted by the Attorney-General
against the leaders of Local 544-
CIO, Motor Transport and Indus-
trial Workers, and the members
of the Socialist Workers Party,
who were indicted in Minneapolis
on July 15th, 1941 on charges
of “conspiring to cverthrow the
government by armed force.”
The National ‘CIO, Labor’s
Non-Partisan League, the United
Auto Workers, the American Civ-
il Liberties Union, the Nation,

“the New Republic and other labor

and liberal spokesmen have con-
demned the government action in
this: case as precisely the kind of
‘witeh-hunt, strike-breakings and
minority persecutions” Attorney-
General Biddle refers to.

On August 20th the American
Civil Liberties Union sent a,let-
ter of protest to Attorney-Gen-
eral Biddle, calling: upon- the De-

this: . prosecution. This letter
states: that the prosecution clear-
ly infringes upon civil liberties,

Ithat:the statutes tipon which the

partment of Justice to dismiss:

Defense Committee Secretary Shows
Biddle’s Words Contradict His Acts

. The following letter was sent to the New York Times last *—
\\cck by George Novack, Secretary of the Civil Rights Defense
Committee which is rallying public support for the 29 members
of the Socialist Workers Party and of Local 544-CIO" who go
on trial in Minne’:polis on October 20 in the government’s “se-

indietments rest are unconstitu- |

tional and that the American Civ-
il Liberties Union is prepared, if
necessary, to test the constitu-
tionality of the laws and .their
application to this set of facts in
the Supreme Court. The letter

also asserts that there was a|

“oross impropriety on the part
of the government officials in se-
curing the indictments. 2 in
that “the government injected it-
self inte an inter-union contro-
versy in order to promote the in-
terests of the one side which sup-
ported the administration’s for-
eign and domestic policy.”

Attorney-General Biddle has

replied that the government in- |

tends to go ahead with the case.

On September 11th Federal Judge |,

Joyee overruled the demurrers of
the defendants and set trial for
Oectober 20th in Minneapolis.

Unless and until the Depart-
ment of Justice drops its prose-
cution in the Minnesotda case; all
of  Attorney-General Biddle’s
words regarding his desire to re-
spect civil liberties will be viewed
with the utmost scepticism. Pro-
secutions - speak louder than
promises. i :
Yours very truly,

GEORGE NOVACK,

e S e
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‘Not the Bosses,

feat by Hitler..

But the Workers
Will Save the USSR

By JACK. WEBER

Workers Want to Aid Soviet Union
The workers everywhere in Europe show by
their actions that they are far from indifferent
to the fate of the USSR in' the present struggle.
Defense of the Soviet Union has in it the posi-
tive element of: a program-of hope for the future..
Deféat: of Hitler forms only the beginning of such-
a program — because it still leaves apen the:
entire question of the struggle at. home after
such a- defeat. :
Meantime ‘the capitalists in the anti-Hitler
camp are utilizing the issue of aid to Soviet Rus-
sia in their own way — as is to be expected. Take
the example of England.. Churchill js. greatly
pleased to permit the workers to feel a really
popular reason’for maintaining national unity..
Only recently there were strikes of English work-
ers against conditibns and particularly against
the long heurs demanded of them in the factoriés..
Now comes the issue of aid to Soviet Russia,
struggling heroically against the most powerful:
army in history. The Bevins-and:'the Morrissons
had no difficulty at all in getting- Churchill to
endorse the idea of a “Tanks for Russia” week.
It is reported, and no doubt with truth, that some
workers gave up their vacations to boost produc-
tion for the sake of having move tanks reach
the Red Army. Production of munitions reached’
unprecedented heights. :
The enthusiasm of the British workers for the
cause of the Red' Army certainly does credit to
their. intelligence. The instinet of the: working
class in this issue should serve as a real lesson

‘to those pseudo-revolutionists who tell the world

that they are quite indifferent as to who wins
the victory in the war between Germany-and:Rus-
sia: These people used to challenge us to explain
to workers that there is a difference between
Stalin and the Soviet Union. By. their actions all.
over Europe workers are showing How well they
do understand precisely this great difference.
Bat it is’ unfortunate that this: political intel:
ligence does mot extend still further. In the first
place, the workers can never have assurance, so
long as the capitalist class retains its power, that.
the aid® which the workers contribute willingly
will ever actually reach the Red Army. Aid will
be:sent: only so: long as.it suits:the Roosevelts and:-
Churchills: to- keep- sending: it. It appears. now
that even the “Tanks for Russia” week had a
catch in_it that the workers did not appreciate
till it was all over. Then it was explained that
of course not all the different tanks and muni-
tions: produced! could' be used by the Red Army:
Cnly certain sizes would’ be sent; and' the full
production of tanks would: be credited to Russia:
for future:delivery. }n the same way we' hear
on this side that Roosevelt is most anxious to
send help — but, he pretends, the Russians won’t
enlighten him as to what they really need.

How to Assure Aid to the USSR

The workers can assure aid to Russia—besides-
making absolutely sure of the defeat of all forms-
of fascism everywhere—only by having complete
control over the sending of aid. That means- not:
supporting Churchill’ and* Roosevelt in' a' national’
unity which leaves power in the hands® of these
capitalist leaders, but the establishing. of a pro-
letarian unity which would take the power of
the state into the workers! own hands and permit
the workers to dictate all political policies of the
nation.

This question of political power is taking on’
the  most fundamentall importance in' Europe;
where the masses of all the countries under the
heel of German and Italian fascism. are seething
with revolt. It can' be said: with the utmost cer-
tainty that if these masses place themselves be=
hind a leadership of petty-bourgeois or bourgeois.
elements whose aim it is to restore the nation
as it existed just before the war, then the toilers
will be betrayed into the hands of the self-same
oppressors.- whose rule today malkes fascism in-
evitable. The defeat of the capitalist nation: by
Hitler has weakened. the native capitalist. mas-
ters. The'masses must take full advantage of this

ituation. They must combine the struggle to
break the chains of the German oppressor with
the struggle to throw off the national capitalist
yoke as well. This combined struggle is perfectly
possible, It is the only road to salvation for
Europe and for the entive civilized world today.

The same pseudo:revolutionists who can see'no *
difference between: victory for Hitler and a vie-
tory for Stalin' in: the: war also deride' the idea
of a simultaneous struggle to defeat fascism and!
to overthrow capitalism in order to replace it
with socialism. Precisely this- simultaneous strug-
zle, however, is the inevitable necessity of the
entire European state of affairs today. Merely
to speak of defeat of Hitler would lead to social-
patriotism. Merely to speak of waging the class
struggle against the native bourgeoisie regard-
less of possible defeat by German: fascism; is to
ignere the meaning: of fasecism which would wipe:
out. the revolutionists' who might: attempt to over-: .
throw of the native: capitalists: after their de-
The solution to- this desperate:
situation is not the choice of any lesser evil—
support of the “democratic” bourgeoisie against.
Hitler—but a simultaneous struggle against.both.
I ——————
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To defend the USSR as the main

fortress Iof the world proletariat,
against all assaults of world imperial-
ism and of internal counter-revolution,
is the most important duty of every

class conscious worker.

—LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become

- officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army. _

8. Full equality for Negroes in the armed

* forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars.

5. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.

6. For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

7. Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

9. A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment,

Stalin’s Policies Made
Disasters Possible

During the first war of capitalist intervention
against the Soviet Union, from 1918 to 1920, the
first workers state defeated the combined assault
of the capitalist world. _

The Soviet Union was saved in 1918-1920, not
only by the Red Army, created by the revolution-
ary methods of Lenin and Trotsky, but above all
by the aid of the international working class, in-
voked by the leaders of the October Revolution.

It was the revolutions and class struggles of the
European masses, throwing deadly fear into the
ruling classes of the interventionist nations,
which forced the imperialist leaders to withdraw
their armies from the Soviet Union.

Today, however, the methods successfully em-
ployed by Lenin and Trotsky are not being used.

Not a line, not a word has issued from the Sta-
linist government, since Hitler’s assault began on
the Soviet Union, in appeal to the international
working class, to the ideas of revolutionary social-
ism, to the traditions of the October Revolution.
The Communist International has maintained an
unbroken silence.

Stalin’s spee¢h of July 3, during the second week
of the invasion, keynoted the fundamental policy
which has brought the USSR today to the very
brink of catastrophe.

How does Stalin appeal to the masses of Europe
and the world in this speech?

“Our war for freedom of our country will merge
with the struggle of the peoples of Europe and
America for their independence, for democratic
liberties.”

Not socialism, not freedom from capttallst op-
pression, but the vague abstractions of “independ-
ence’”’ and “democratic liberties,” the empty phrases
of bourgeois democratic demagogy, is all that Sta-
lin offers the masses of Europe and Germany.

And how to achieve even this? Under the ban-
ner of Churchill and Roosevelt!

Stalin shuns the methods of proletarian revolu-
tion, the creation of workers’ power.

The “true” defense of the Soviet Union, accord-
ing to Stalin, rests with the democratic capitalist
rulers.

“In this connection,” he states with lavish syco-
phancy in his speech, “the historic utterance of
British Prime Minister Churchill regarding aid to
the Soviet Union and the declaration of the United
States Government signifying readiness to render
aid to our country, which can only evoke a feel-
ing of gratitude in the hearts of the peoples of
the Soviet Union, are fully comprehensible and
symptomatic.”

During the first weeks of the Soviet-Nazi war,

Govern-

»

some pretense was made of appealing directly to
the German workers and soldiers through Ieafiets
and manifestoes. An example of this “appeal”

a leaflet alleged!y issued to the German troops, re-
produced in the Daily Worker, July 3, which
states:

“German soldiers! Hitler promised the German
people peace and instead brought them endless
slaughter,

“Put an end to this dishonorable war! Come over
to our side!”

But what does Stalin offer on “our” side? Noth-
ing. There is no word that “our” .side will aid
the German workers in a fight for Socialism, that
it will guarantee that, if Hitler is defeated, there
will be no repetition of the monstrous impositions
of the “peace” of Versailles.

Not even to the masses of the Soviet Union
has the Stalinist bureaucracy issued a revolution-
ary appeal.

They have not been asked by Stalin to fight in
defense of socialism, of nationalized property, of
the glorious traditions of the October Revolution.
Stalin appeals only to the reactionary traditions
of Czarist Russia.

“Everybody knows how valiantly the Russians
fought during the battle on the ice of Peipus Lake,
April 5, 1242, when the Knights of the Teutonic
Order were routed — the distant predecessors of
today’s fascists,” relates the Daily Worker, June

125,

“The whole world knows of the splendid his-
torical victory of the Russians and their allies —
the Poles and Lithuanians — near Tannenberg in
the fifteenth century, in July 1410. . . In the 16th
century, the troops of Ivan, the Terrible, routed

the German invaders in the Baltic. , ,” says the
Daily Worker, :June 26.

The ‘Aid’ Stalin Seeks

Instead of calling on the international working -

class, the Stalinists are depending on aid from
Great Britain and the United States as the sole
means of saving the Soviet Union, Without such
aid, they indicate, the Soviet Union is- doomed
to defeat.

This was expressed in the Daily Warker Sep-
tember 30, as follows:

“If there is any slackness or reservation in Am-
erica’s collaboration with the Red Army, it is
absolutely inevitable that we (the United States
government) shall have to confront the Nazi ag-
gressors face to face under conditions far more
disadvantageous to us.”

These ‘conditions far more dmadvantageous to
" which American imperialism will “inevitably”
have to face if it does not come to the aid of the
Soviet Union can only mean the defeat and de—
striiction of the Soviet Union.
This theme has been insistently repeated in the
Daily Worker for the past two weeks.

On September 20, for example, it featured a
dispatch from London quoting “unimpeachable
sources” to the effect “that the amount of war
materials Britain and the United States would be
able to put on the Soviet firing line in the next
six months might mean tbe difference between vic-
tory and defeat. . ,

Even the Stalinists, however, are forced to ad-
mit that the possibility of the Allied imperialists
complying with the requests of the Kremlin is an
exceedingly slim one.

“What has America done to protect itself? Trag-
ically little. While the Red Army, for example,
has lost 7,000 planes in its stubborn resistance, the
United States has sent, according to the rumors,
only 300. Other aid has been a trickle,” laments
the Daily Worker, September 20.

And on September 18, the Daily Worker com-
plains:

“But it is strange that the Government -should
feel so timid about financial aid to the Soviet
Union. Its spokesmen hem and haw, while Presi-
dent Roosevelt bimself seems anxious to placate
the appeaser gang by omitting the Soviet Union
from the lend-lease bill. . . It is odd that lease-
lend resources, which are dedicated solely to help-

ing the fight against Hitler, should be kept from -

the Red Army when it is locked in battle with
the Nazi hordes.”

Strange? Odd? It is no stranger and odder
than the fantastic notion of the Kremlin that the
capitalist ruling classes of Great Britain and the
United States in any way desire to see the Soviet
Union survive this war.

What defense of the Soviet Union does Stalin
propose if the “support” from the “democracies”
does not come?

Stalin has nothing to offer in that eventuality.
For the sake of this nebulous “democratic aid” he
has long since repudiated the international work-
ing class, the only reliable ally of the Soviet Union.

Thus, Stalin’s policy has brought the Soviet
Union to its darkest hour, The thin reed of Brit-
ish and American imperialist “aid,” on which Sta-
lin has leaned for “defense”\ of the Soviet Union,
is bent to the very ground.

To have placed dependence on such “aid” was
imbecilic from the beginning. The “promises” of

. a capitalist Churchill or Roosevelt should have

been discounted. from the very start. Only a Sta-
lin, alienated from every conception of the class
struggle, could have considered these “promises”
worth so much as a pinch of salt.

It is Stalin’s criminally blind policy of putting
all faith in the “democratic” class enemies of the
Soviet Union which is solely responsible for the
terrible blows Wthh the Soviet Union is now suf-

“fering.

Boss Patriotism Wilts

At Idea Of 6°, Profits

profits.

justifications for putting the*
screws on the workers, on Sep-
tember 26 proclaimed editorially
of the Morgenthau proposal:

“This proposal would not mere-
ly be violently disruptive of the
normal workings of our economic
system, but it would directly hin-
der the successful prosecution of
the war.”

Embodied in these words is the
threat that the capitalists will im-
pede war production rather than
accept the mild limitation on
profits which Morgenthau sug-
gested.

Of course, not all the eapitalist

reaction to this proposal is sc
crudely revealing of how closely
linked the profit motive is to the
patriotism of the ruling class.
" A cleverer argument which the
Congressmen and politicians have
hit upon to oppose the Morgen-
thau idea is that it would hurt
the “small” corporations.

This sudden solicitude for .the
“small” corporations will deceive
only the most gullible. No such
concern has been shown for the
thousands of small.. companies
which are being driven to the wall
by the big monopolies, through
their control of priorities mate-
vials and the -allocation of war
orders. :

WHY MORGENTHAU MADE
THIS PROPOSAL NOW

Why has the Administration,
through Morgenthau, put forth
thiz relatively “radical” tax pro-
posal at this time? Just a few
weeks ago, Congress passed and
Roosevelt signed a huge tax bill
which permitted the big corpora-
tions to escape virtually all ex-
cess profits taxes. o

The Administration can no
longer avoid responding to the
rising mass resentment K at the
flood of profits which the big
corporations are milking out of
the war effort. And it must make
some gesture to reconcile the
masses- to the tax extortion rep-
resented by the recent tax bill.

Roosevelt and Morgenthau re-
alize that if further and greater

4 taxes are to be imposed on the

masses, as they intend, they can-
not do so except by making the
pretence of forcing the big capi-

newspapers which

“ceiling” on war

The New York Times, which is never at a loss for patriotic

talists to pay their “share” oi
taxes.

The capitalists, whose patriot-
ism never extends to the bounda-
vies of their pocketbooks, need
ave no fears, however, that Mor-
genthau’s proposal is more than
1 pretense of “taking the profits
out of war.”

On September 29, Morgenthau
hastened to reassure his capital-
ist constituency. His proposal, if
introduced at all, he declared,
would not be considered until
sometime in 1942 and would in
any event not affect 1941 profits.

The New York Times, Septem-
ber 30, reporting this interview,
throws a further light on how
seriously the Administration in-
tends to press the six per cent
profit limitation idea, when it
states that: “Mr. Morgenthau
2vaded queries whether Adminis-
tration opinion was solidly behind
him on the proposal. . .”

It was clear from the manner
in which the proposal was first
made that it was not serious.
Morgenthau did not include this
“radical” proposal in his formal
report to the House Banking and
Currency Committee on Septem-
ber 24. He eased the idea out
informally in reply to a question
from a committee member, and
was careful to explain that his
idea was merely “something to
shoot at” and a “rule of thumb.”

The New York Times, Septem-
ber 26, reports:

“A noticeable lack of (Con-
gressional) enthusiasm, however,
gave rise to surmises that if the
proposal reached Congress in the

determined opposition,

“It was recalled that during
the consideration of the recent
tax bill Congress rejected a much
less severe excess profits tax pro-
vision and adopted a relatively
mild tax bill. This action was
rvaken in the face of Treasury
recommendations supported by
President Roosevelt.”

MORGENTHAU PROPOSES,
CONGRESS DISPOSES

Thus, the Times intimates the
undoubted fate of any bill to lim-

it corporation profits to six per
cent. The Administration knows

-

form of a bill it would encounter {

Morgenthau’s Profit Limitation Proposal, While Only A Gesture,.
Enrages Bosses, Who Want “Ceilings” Only On Workers’ Wages

By DON DORE

Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau’s recent proposal that
corporation profits be limited by taxation to six per cent acted
on the patriotic lustre of the capitalists like acid and fake gold.
Those same boss-class pohllcmns on
have been clamoring for wage “ceilings” burst forth into shouts
of indignation at the ldea of a six per cent

‘this, and therefore does not hesi-
.ate to make a proposal which it
is aware Congress will not accept.
At most, this is only another de-
magogic bone thrown to the
masses.

We have seen how the Admin-
istration proceeds to put over
measures in which it is sericus-
ly interested. It does not intro-
duce them in some by-the-way
utterance in a committee hear-
ing.

speeches. Roosevelt

White House conference and

ministration spokesmen ring the
changes on the idea at every ship-
lzunching and Chamber of Com-
merce meeting.

Even if a bill actually embody-
ing Morgenthau’s proposal is put
before Congress, it will represent

only a perfunctory gesture. Hav-
ing “made the record,” Roose-
velt will sit back quietly and
smile as the Congressmen cut it
to pieces. But watch how he
handles the opposition to his pro-
posal to repeal the Neutrality
Act!
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It floods the radio and press|
with powerful statements and|
calls the |
leading Congressional whips into |

hammers them into line. The Ad- |

TAGORE'S
LAST ARTICLE

T}}e following is the last letter written by Ra-
bindranath Tagore, the famous poet of India.
On his deathbed, he received a copy of an “Open
Letter to Indians,” written by a Miss Eleanor
Rathbene, castigating the people of India as “un-
grateful” in refusing to support Britain in the
But his
letter is an eloquent indictment of British im-
perialism. No American organ has published Ta-

gore’s letter. We reprint it from the British
weekly, The Tribune, August 15, 1941 — THE
EDITORS.

war. Tagore was not a revolutionist.

I have been deeply pained at Miss Rathbone’s Open
Letter to Indians. I do not know who Miss Rathbone
is, but I take it that she represents the mentality of
the average “well-intentioned” Britisher. Her letter
is mainly addressed to Jawaharlal Nehru and I have
no doubt that if that noble fighter of freedom’s bat-
tle had not been gagged behind prison-bars by Miss
Rathbone’s countrymen, he would have made a fitting
and spirited reply to her gratuitous sermon. His en-
forced silence makes it necessary for me to voice
a protest even from my sick-bed.
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The lady has ill-served the cause of her people

by addressing so indiscreet, indeed impertinent, a
challenge to our conscience. She is scandalised at our
ingratitude — that having “drunk deeply at the wells
of English thought,” we should still have some
thought left for our poor country’s interests. English
thought, insofar as it is representative of the best

traditions of Western enlightenment, has ' indeed

taught us much, but let me add that those of our
countrymen who have profited by it have done so
despite the official British attempts to ill-educate us.

We. might have achieved introduction to Western
learning through any other European language. Have
all the other peoples in the world waited for the
British to bring them enlightenment? It is sheer
insolent self-complacence on the part of our so-called
English friends to assume that had they not “taught”
us, we would still have remained in the Dark Ages.
Through the official British channels of education in
India have flowed to our children in schools not the
best of English thought but its refuse, which has
only deprived them of a wholesome repast at the table
of their own culture,
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Assuming, however, that the English language is
the only channel left to us for “enlightenment,” all
that “drinking deeply at its wells” has come to is that
in 1931, even after a couple of centuries of ‘British
administration, only about one per cent of the popula-
tion was found to be literate in English — while in
the USSR in 1932, after only fifteen years of Soviet
administration, 98 per cent of the children were edu-
cated. (These figures are taken from The States-
man’s Year-Book, an English publ:catmn, not llkely‘
to err on the Russian side).

But even more necessary than the so-called culture
are the bare elementary needs of existence, on which
alone can any superstructure of enlightenment rest.
And what have the.British, who have held tight the
purse-strings of our nation for more than two cen-
turies and exploited its resources, done for our poor
people ?

I look round and see famished bodies crying for

" bread. I have seen women in villages dig up mud

for a few drops of drinking water, for wells are even
more scarce in Indian villages than schools. I know
that the population of England itself is today in
danger of starvation and I sympathize with them,
but when I see how the whole might of the British
Navy is engaged in convoying food vessels to the
English shores and when I recollect that I have seen
our people perish of hunger and not even a cart-load
of rice brought to their door from the neighboring
district, I cannot help contrasting the British at home
with the British in India.

* * *

Shall we then be grateful to the British, if not
for keeping us fed, at least for preserving law and
order? I look around and see riots raging all over
the country. When scores of Indian lives are lost,
our property looted, our women dishonoured, the
mighty British arms stir in no action, only the Brit-
ish voice is raised from overseas to chide us for our
unfitness to put our house in order.

Examples are not wanting in history when even
fully armed warriors have shrunk before superior
might and contingencies have arisen in the present

. war when even the bravest among the British, French

and Greek soldiers have had to evacuate the battle-
field in Europe because they were overwhelmed by
superior armaments — but when our poor, unarmed
and helpless peasants, encumbéred with crying babes,
flee from homes, unable to protect them from armed
goondas, the British officials perhaps smile in con-
tempt at our cowardice. Every British eivilian in
England is armed today for pmtectmg- his hearth
and home against the enemy, but in India even lathi-
training is forbidden by decree.

Our people have been deliberately disarmed and
emasculated in order to keep them perpetually cow-
ed and at the mercy of their armed masters. The
British hate the Nazis for merely challenging their
world-mastery and Miss Rathbone expects us to kiss
the hand of her people in servility for having rivet-
ed chains on ours. A government must be judged not
by the pretensions of its spokesmen but by its actual
and effective contribution to the well being of the
people.

*® ® *

It is not so much because the British are forelglners
that they are unwelcome to us and have found no
place in our hearts as because, while pretending to
be trustées for our welfare, they have betrayed the
great trust and have sacrificed the happiness of mil-
lions in India to bloat the pockets of a few capitalists
at home. I should have thought that the decent Brit-
isher would at least keep silent at these wrongs and
be grateful to us for our inaction, but that he should
add insult to injury, and pour salt over our wounds,
passes all bounds of decency, TS
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