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- SWP Plenum-Conference Adopts

Program On Tasks For Party

Largest Conference in History of American Trotskyist Movement
Gives Fighting Answer to FDR’s Moves to Gag Anti-War Party
CHICAGO, Oct. 13. — In answer to Roosevelt’s®

attempts to terrorize and
tionary anti-war party by pr

silence the only revolu-
osecuting its leaders, dele-

gates of the Socialist Workers Party mobilized in

Chicago this week-end in a

combined Plenum of the

National Committee and Active Workers Conference.

This representative cross-section of the party, called to-
gether for discussion and action on the important problems

and tasks facing it in the com
in what was to-date the largest,

ing period, met for two days
most enthusiastic and inspir-

ing conference in the history of the Trotskyist movement in the

United States.
The Mingeapolis trial of 28
ers Party and of Local 544-CIO,

members of the Socialist Work-
scheduled to begin only a week

later on October 20,
problems: and issues connected
with that trial were, naturally,
before the Conference, and con-
siderable discussion revolved
around them.

The main work of-the Confer-
ence was the elaboration and
pdoption of the political resolu-
tion. “The Federal Prosecution
ind the Present Tasks of the
Party”, an analysis of the gov-
ernment’s attack on the Socialist
Workers Party as part of its
drive toward full participation in
the imperialist war, and a state-
ment of the party’s policy and
primary tasks in the ecoming
period.

The full text of the political
resolution adopted by the Con-
ference will be found on page
3 of this issue of THE MILI-
TANT.

CANNON’S REPORT

A report for the National Com-
mittee on the resolution was giv-
en’ by James P. Cannon, Nation-
al Secretary of the party, who
declared that the “numbers, uni-
ty and determination of the mem-
bers and leaders of the party in
response to the prosecution are
proof that Trotskyists don’t scare
easily” and that “ours is a dif-
ferent kind of party.”

The persecution of the Trot-
sgkyists, Comrade Cannon pointed
out, is not a sign of the strength

and the*

‘Members must prepare

of the American capitalist class
but rather a sign of its weakness
and a telling indictment against
its pretensions of preparing to
go to war “for democracy.”

The Conference, he continued,
must lay down a line for the con-
duct of the defense in court, “ob-
ligatory for all party members
under indictment,” in the words
of the resolution, “and worthy of
our movement and our tradition:
no attempt to water down or
evade our revolutionary doctrine,
but on the contrary, to defend
it militantly.,” -©

Thé" ‘main “part of “his réport
was devoted to the clarification
of the party tasks in the next
months, and above all to the need
for the members to struggle in
defense of their right to funection
as a legal party. In this con-
nection he cited the trail-blazing
work of the New York local in
collecting 15,000 signatures in the
current mayoralty campaign, for
the candidate of the S.W.P.

Mere day-to-day activity, he
stressed, is not enough especially
in a period of war and of gov-
ernment persecution. Party mem-
bers wmust fortify themselves
against the rising tide of reac-
tion by systematic education in
the principles of the movement.
them-

selves for leadership. Members

| digging the grave for,_the So@gxet

in the trade unions must pay
greater attention to well thought
out campaigns and recruit thru
their fractions militant workers
into the party.

In addition, the party must be
on the alert against tendencies
of conciliation with renegade and
centrist groups, because unity
which is not based on principled
agreement never leads to greater
organizational strength, but, on
the contrary, to weakness, con-
fusion and inevitable split.

DEFENSE OF THE USSR

In his report, Comrade Cannon
placed special emphasis on the
section of the resolution which
deals with the burning task of
the hour, the defense of the
USSR, The Trotskyist positionm,
he declared, must be carried in
the next period to the stunned
and alarmed members of the Sta-
linist party and its periphery.
The hypnosis of Stalinism, he
said, can now be broken.

In this hour of gravest erisis
for the remaining conquests of
the October revolution, clarity
above all is réquired Stalin is

rUmon Just as he had dug the
grave for the revolutions in
China, Germany, Austria, France,
Spain and other countries. The
Trotskyists alone bear no respon-
szblllty for the defeats suffered
by the USSR and the debacle it
now confronts. They alone have
remained true to the program
which ecan still save the workers’
government founded by Lenin
and Trotsky in one-sixth of the
world.

The resolution, after seXious
discussion and clarification, was
adopted unanimously, a striking
and concrete example of the
unity and firmness of the party
ranks,

Called on short notice, the Ple-
num-Conference was nevertheless
the best attended in the history

Will Support Boss War
To ‘Bitter End’ --Green

SEATTLE, Oct. 10. — The

first week of the AFL conven-

tion here has shown that the present AFL leaders are fully
prepared to repeat and surpass the betrayals of Sam Gompers
and the AFL bureaucrats during World War 1,

Keynoting the convention, President William Green, in his
opening address on October 6, told the delegates that the AFL

leadership intends to support the Roosevelt war program

the bitter end” and called on the
of strikes and other
methods in the interest of ‘“na-
tional defense.” '

Green’s speech was in res-
ponse to a message to the conven-
tion from Roosevelt, who reiter-
ated his demand that there be no
strikes in “detense” industries
and urged that the AFL and CIO
“unite” on the issue of support-
ing the war.

On this vital question of labor
unity, Green made clear that the
decrepit eraft-union leadership ol
the AFL stands uncompromisingly
on its traditional position: That
the CIO “come home"” to the AFL
without any guarantees that the
industrial unions will be preserv-
ed and extended. Under Green's
terms, every craft union chiel
will be free to pick the bones of
the existing CIO unions, claiming
this or that section of CIO work-
ers for their own jurisdiction.

The character of the “unity”
Green has in mind is indicated
by the following remarks from his
speech:

“We are ready and willing now

militant*

“io
AFL workers to forego the use

to meet at any time with a com-
mittee from the dual, rebel rival
movement for the purpose of mak-
ing a complete analysis of the
whole situation and for the pur-
pose of bringing about reaffilia-
tion with the American Federa-
tion of Labor of those who left
us. Can we offer more?

“The home, the rooms they lefu
when they marched out of the
house of labor are still there,
waiting for them to return.”

GREEN’S “UNITY” TERMS

All Green and his Executive
Council have to offer, in other
words, is the invitation that the
CIO submit to complete dismem-
berment and absorption in the
present craft-ridden, dictatorial
frame-work of the AFL,

The true chavacter of the con-
vention is indicated by the fact
that one of the chief guest speak-
ers was reactionary Republican
Governor Stassen of Minnesota,
sponsor of the notorious state
“slave-labor” law, who recently

brazenly denied the right of the
Minneapolis drivers to a democra-
tic vote to delermine the union
of their choice.

Stassen’s presence at the con-
vention, which was preceded by
his address to a meeting sponsor-
ed by Dan Tobin’s AFL Teamst-
ers, gives conclusive proof of the
intimitate personal collaboration
between Tobin and Stassen dur-
ing the time Stassen’s state con-
ciliator Blair was supposed to be
rendering an “impartial” decision
on the dispute between Local 544-
CIO, Minneapolis motor transport
workers union, and Tobin's out-
fit. :

STASSEN'S SPEECH

In his speech, Stassen declar-
ed that the federal government
should take steps to prevent ‘small
elements’ of labor from ‘causing
stoppages’ contrary to ‘the wishes
of labor’s best, national leader-
ship.’

He was obviously referring to
elements like Tobin, czar of the
racketeer-ridden AFL Teamsters,
as “labor's best, national leader-
ship.”

The question of labor racketeer-
ing provided a constant undertone
to the convention.

The AFL leadership has already
indicated that it intends to do
no more than it did at the con-

(Continued on page 2)
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of the American Trotskyist move
ment, with 117 delegates and Na-:
tional Committee members ‘- and
60 out-of-town visitors from 24
cities and 12 states present and
participating in the proceedings.

A genuinely represent,ative.,
cross-section of the party gather—-
ed in Chicago. Both in its compo-
sition — the overwhelming ma-
jority of the delegates and vis
tors from the branches were
trade unionists — and in serious«;
ness, the Plenum-Conference re-:
flected the fighting determina<:
tion and revolutionary will of the
party as a whole.

ESTABLISH ORGANIZATION
PRESS FUND :

The conference voted unamm-
ously to accept the recommenda-
tion of the National Committee
for the establishment of a fund
for the maintenance of regular,

party organization and press ac-

tivities.

A thorough discussion on th:s
point showed that the delegates
fully understood the necessity in
the coming period for widespread
distribution of 'THE MILITANT
and FOURTH INTERNATION-
AL and for uninterrupted fune-
tioning of the organizing work
of the party as a means of prop-
erly plesentmg the news and is-

sues inwthe Minneapelis: trial te-|*

the working class, and as a basic
part of the fight against the pro-
secution.’ Business as usual and,
where possible, better than usual,
is the sentiment of the party in
all the fields of its activity.
That this will be realized ‘in
action was assured by the estab-
lishment of the party’s Organiza-
(Continued on page 3)

Poll-Tax Gourt
UpholdsWaller
Death Decree

The Virginia State Court of

Appeals on October 13 upheld
the death sentence of Qdell Wal-
ler, 24-year-old Negro sharecrop-
per convicted by an all-white Vir-
ginia planter jury for the self-
defense’ shooting of his white
landlord.
' Waller’s defense counsel, John
F. Finerty, pleaded for the set-
ting aside of the conviction, on
the grounds that Waller did not
receive a trial by a jury of his
peers. Under the present state
law, which he argued was uncon-
stitutional, Finerty pointed out
that inability to pay a cumula-
tive poll tax bars most people
from the jury, and that only
those of financial means are per-
mitted to serve. 4

An appeal on Waller’s behalf
will be taken to the U.' S. Su-
preme Court, it has been an-
nounced by the Workers Defense
League, which is organizing Wal-
ler’s defense.

A statement issued by six out-
standing liberals — Alfred Bing-
ham, editor of Common Sense,
George Counts, president of the
American Federation of Teach-
ers, Professor John Dewey, Paul
Kellogg, editor of Survey maga-
zine, Rev. A. J. Muste, secretary
of the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion, and A. Phillip Randolph,
president of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters — points
out:

“In 1856 Dred Scott became the
symbol for the abolition of slav-
ery. Today another unknown
Negro, Odell Waller, like that
runaway slave, has in our time
become the rallying point for
those who would abolish the poll
tax .and the injustices |of the
sharecropper system.”
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5 Desperate

Struggle

. These Red Army soldiers shown in shallow trenches some-
where on the Eastern Front, are part of the Soviet millions

fighting desperately to stem the tide of Nazi invasion.

Lack

of competent leadership, due to Stalin’s bloody purge of the

sacrifices.

army in 1937-38, threatens to bring to naught all their heroic
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NS DOOM OF USSR

Kremlin

To Hide

Unable
‘Scope

Of Reverses

Lack of Leadership, D

ue to Stalin’s Army

Purge of 1937-38, Is Reason for Defeats

By ART

PREIS

The existence of the Soviet Union now hangs in
the balance. Stalin himself can no longer conceal that
he has led the Soviet Union to the brink of catastro-
phe. No longer does Stalin — the self-appointed
Commissar of War, Head of the Council of Defense,
etc. — brag about the “invineibility” of Soviet arms.

Hitler's military machine h

as already seized or immobil-

ized 75 per cent of the industrial area of the USSR. Leningrad
and other vital cities, not only in the Don basin but in the
very heart of the Soviet Union, are either occupied or imme-

diately threatened. Nazi armies

are driving relentlessly toward

the political and economic nerve-center of the Soviet Union,
Moscow. The Red Army is being forced back on all fronts.

The latest Moscow dispatches *—
are shot through with the panic
that is gripping the Kremlin.

Despite the rigid censorship
Stalin has clamped down on dis-
semination of news of the real
situation, Red Star, official organ
of the Red Army, on October 10
had to admit that on the Moscow
sector “conditions ..are serious;

‘Trial Of SWP, 544-CIO
Leaders Starts Monday

the government's

28 Defendants Face Government Frameup “’Conspiracy” Charge;
Trial Part of Roosevelt’s Attempt to Crush Anti-War Vanguard

MINNEAPOLIS — The mass trial of the 28 defendants in*
“seditious conspiracy”

case against the So-

cialist Workers Party and Local 544-Cl0O, Minneapolis drivers
union, starts this coming Monday, October 20, in the Federal

court here.

the last war. It is expected to

drive to smash militant Local

rule in the AFL Teamsters, the
trial is being utilized by the war-
mad Administration to persecute
and attempt to crush the leading
anti-war and revolutionary for-
ces of the American working-
class.

The charges against the de-
fendants are based on two laws
which have never before been
applied.

One law is a statute adopted in
1861 for use against the slave-
owners of the Confederacy. No
previous case has ever been bas-
ed on the section of the statute
referring to “conspiracy to over-
throw the government by force
and violence” by which the gov-
ernment now seeks to frameup
the SWP and Local 544.

The other statute, the Smith

June against Tobin’s dictatorial*

This will be the greatest trial of labor and radical leaders
since the famous Chicago trial of the L.W.W. members during

continue for several months.

Having its background in the Daniel Tobin-Roosevelt-FBI

544-Cl0O after it revolted last

Act, was adopted in 1940. The
constitutionality of this act,
which violates the free speech
provision of the Bill of Rights
in the Constitution, has been
challenged by the American Civ-
il Liberties Union and other or-
ganizations interested in the pro-
tection of' civil rights,

Opposition to the prosecution
has been voiced by almost every
liberal and progressive publica-
tion in the country. A large
number of America’s outstand-
ing labor and liberal leaders have
joined actively in the fight to
defeat the government’s frame-
up, and have signed their names
to an appeal for aid to the de-
fendants.

General organization of the de-

| Sueur are the counsel for the 13

fense is being conducted by the
Civil Rights Defense Committee.
The chairman of the CRDC is the
noted author, James T. Farrell.
George E. Novack is secretary.

The committee has its national
offices at 160 Fifth Avenue, New
York City, and has just issued a
pamphlet, “Witch Hunt in Min-
nesota”, giving the full. details
of the case.

|

Gilbert E, Carlson and D, J.
Shama are the attorneys for the
15 indicted Local 544 members,
and Albert Goldman, M, Meyer
and former Judge Arthur Le

SWP defendants.

National and international in-
terest in the trial has already
been aroused. This is the first
peace-time “sedition” trial to be
held in the United States since
the Alien and Sedition Acts of
1798.

(The MILITANT has made
special arrangements to provide

the fullest weekly coverage of
the trial. See next week’s is-
sue).

Stalinists Withdraw Own Candidate
To Support Union-Buster LaGuardia

The Communist Party announec-
ed in last Saturday’s Daily Work-
er that Israel Amter, ils candi-
date for mayor of New Youvi City,
l:as been withdrawn and that the
party iz backing union huster
LaGuardia for re-election,

LaGuardia, under fire as a ‘red’
from the Tammany ecandidate
William O'Dwyer, hastened to 1e-
pudiate his would-be allies. “I1
have not sought, I do not seek
and I do not want the support of
the Communist Party,” he pro-
claimed in a public statement. “1
have repeatedly stated that I do
not want the support of the Com-
munist Party.”

In‘one and the same hreath, the
Communist Party statement de-

clared that a victory for LaGuar-

dia would be “a demonstration of
national unity behind the policies
of President Roosevelt” and that,
“Our position no more implies
our agreement with the political
philosophy that may be termed
‘LaGuardiaism’ than it connotes
LaGuardia’s agreement with Com-
munism.” '

This last. piece of double-talk
is thrown in to allay the disquiet
of the rank and file workers of
the Communist Party, who know
LaGuardia to be the most vicious
nnti-]él!';m', strikebreaking Mayor
in a long line of such Mayors.

At the recent Transport Work-
ers Union (CI0O) convention, La
Guardia’s campaign to smash the
TWU and deny collective bargain-
ing rights to the subway workers

was denounced by Allen S. Hay-
wood, CIO national director, as
“the most brazen and outrageous
attempt to break a labor union
that 1 have ever witnessed in my
long career as a labor leader.”

LaGuardia was denounced by
resolution at the recent national
convention of the State, County
and Municipal Workers union. He
has been denounced by other lead-
ing unions and Negro groups.

“Unity” with LaGuardia means
unity with a brazen, unscrupulous
representative of Wall Street and
the hoss class. “LaGuardiaism”—
that is, anti-labor pro-war polic-
ies—is precisely what the Stalin-
ists support.

Now that the Communist Party

(Continued on page 3) J
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the danger is great; the enemy
is advancing.” On October 13, it

issued still another appeal to the *

Soviet troops acknowledging that
“our resistance is entering a’eri-

tical phase; the enemy must some.

how be stopped.”

The bewilderment and panic of
the Stalinist tops is expressed ip
that desperate cry, “the enemy
must somehow be stopped.” Some:
how! These bankrupts admit that
they do not know what to do.

Since the start of the war the
Soviet rulers have labeled all just-
ified expressions of alarm as
“panic-mongering”. For such state-
ments as are now wrung from
Red Star, the GPU jails and
choots Soviet workers and peas-
ants as “panic-mongers, spies and
diversionists, ete.”

For the first time since the war
began, Moscow dispatcheg contain
references to the appalling losses
among the retreating Soviet for-
“On the Vyazma salient the
Russians have met with great
losses,” reports the Moscow cor-
respondent to the New York
Times, October 14, And  the
Kremlin censor dares not delete!

STALIN'S BOASTS

As the Red Army suffers defeat
after defeat, Stalin tries to uphold
his shattered prestige by belittl-
ing Soviet losses. A
spokesman recently claimed that
the Nazis have suffered a three-
to-one loss in trained manpower
and a two-to-one loss in guns,
tanks, etc.. Hence the Kremlin
boast: The more defeats, the surer
the final victory! Hitler is drain-
ing away his forces, his resourc-
es—this has been the Kremlin's
chief device for minimizing the
defeats.

Stalin had boasted on July 3
in his radio address from Moscow:

“Comrades, our forces are nums-
berless. The overweening enemy
will gnon learn this to his- cost.”

That illusion of
manpower, which Stalin has pro-
jected to cover up the results of
the complete lack of mllltaly
leadership, is exploded.

The latest Moscow dispatches
now complain, “the Germans have

numerical superiority . . . The
Germans . . . by sheer weight and
numerical strength have been

able to penetrate the Soviet lines.”
(New York Times, October 9.
It is precisely after Stalin openly
assumed all posts, including that
of Commander-In-Chief, that the
Red Army has suffered its most
terrible defeats. He tries to bra-
zen it out. He himself, of course,
has nothing to say in this hour
of crisis. But his Vice-Commissay
of Foreign Affairs, Lozovsky,
beating on a hollow drum to try
and drown out the repercussions
of the defeats, declares:

“After every so-called German

death blow the Soviet Union seems

to grow stronger.”

I‘imﬂs, October 12).

The current Stalinist campaign
(Continued on page 2)
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CP Joins

it

Traitorous Leaders of the Communist Party
Ready to Play the Role of Strikebreakers

By DON DORE

The Communist Party has publicly joined forces with
Roeesevelt, William Green, Sidney Hillman and the Wall Street

. bosses in condemning strikes.

Carrying to a logical conclusion their position of uncon-
ditional support of the Roosevelt capitalist government and its

imiperialist war, the Stalinists,

in a featured editorial in the

Daily Worker, October 10, de-*
clared:

“. . .President Roosevelt
rightly declared that ‘this is
not the time to take chances
with the national safety through
any stoppage of defense work
or defense production’. . .”

Int unambiguous strikebreak-
ing. terms, the Daily Worker
further stated that it opposed
“anything that interferes with
production of needed war sup-
plies: — whether as a result of
strikes or of delays by the em-
ployers. . .”

The Stalinists make it clear
that their position on strikes and
militant labor action is identical
with that of the most reactionary,
racketeering elements in the union
movement, With undisguised ap-
proval, the Daily Worker quotes
AFL President William Green’s
speech to the AFL convention
when he reiterated his “no-strike”
poliey and stated:

“Here and now in plain words
I call upon every member and
every union in the American Fed-
eration of Labor to stay on the
job' and keep defense production
going at full blast. . .”
ENDORSE GREEN'S

The policy of Green which the
Communist Party endorses is one
of downright strikebreaking.
Green and his colleagues of the
AFL Executive Council not only
gave strikebreaking aid to the
open-shop corporations against
the CIO in the Ford Motor, In-
ternational: Harvester, and other
strikes, but in the name of.“na-
tional defense” they supported
government strike breaking
against the AFL machinists in
San Francisco, ete.,, and curbed
every effort of the AFL workers
to strike for higher wages
against the rising prices.

This is the policy and record
which the: Communist Party now
approves and undoubtedly will
seek to surpass. Henceforth, the
Communist Party will seek to
smother every attempt of the
workers to fight for their rights
and conditions and will aid or
eondone government strikebreak-
ing.

This is the policy that the Com-
munist Party itself condemmed
just folr days before the eutbhreak
of the Soviet-Nazi war, when the
Daily Worker, June 18, declared:

“Those ninety-nine labor of-
ficials' who yesterday released
a statement urging the Presi-
dent to hurry into the imperial-
ist slaughter are treading the
path of the reactionary AFL
leaders in the last World War.

“It is interesting that these

99 officials call upon the Presi-

dent to ‘go forward’ against

‘slavery’. The President is go-

ing forward, but is for slavery

— slavery for the organized

workers at the point of a bay-

onet.”

Today,

however, the Daily

Worker' cynically asserts:
“When: the labor movement
expresses such a  position
(against strikes) with regard
to strikes and endorses the re-
quest of the President, it is by
no means abandoning labor’s
rights. On the centrary, it is
strengthening labor’s: cause;
for the decisive issue today is
the defeat of Hitler and the de-

fense of the nation.”

ECHOES LABOR’S
JUDASES

This is an exact eclio of the
arguments used by Green, Sidney
Hillman, and all the other strike-
breaking stooges of the employ-
ing class in the labor movement,
whom the Communist Party once
correctly denounced as “the mis-
leaders of labor of every stripe
~— the William Greens, the Sidney
Hillmans, who have tried to drag
Labor captive and helpless into
Wall Street’s war.” (Daily Work-
er, May 29, 1941).

While smearing itself with the
strikebreaking filth of the AFL
leadership, the Communist Party
unscrupulously attempts to cov-
er the entire movement of indus-
trial unionism, the CIO, with the
same muck.

Thus, it presents the no-strike
statement of Harry Bridges to
the convention of the California
State CIO as an expression of the
entire CIO, by falsely declaring
in the *“no-strike” Daily Worker
editorial that:

“The CIO has registered a sim-
ilar understanding of the gravity
of the situation, as most recently
expressed in the very important
speech of Harry Bridges to the
convention of the California State
C10.”

The CIO has not “registered”
any such “similar understand-
_ing”. Bat it is transparently
clear that the Communist Par-
ty forces in the CIO, together
with the reactionary pro-war
Hillmanites, are going to at-
tempt to put over such a poli-
¢y at the coming national CIO
convention.

The Stalinist workers them-
selves will be among those who
will suffer worst from this trai-
torous policy. The rank-and-file
trade union members and sympa-
thizers of the Communist Party
have been among the chief vie-
tims of the strikebreaking poli-
cies of the Roosevelt Administra-
tion and its bureaucratic laber
stooges.

CP RANK-AND-FILE
VICTIMS OF
STRIKEBREAKING

Stalinist trade-unionists who
played a leading role in the North
Ameriean Aviation, Allis-Chalm-
ers and other strikes of the past
six months have felt the full fury
of the armed viclence and strike-
breaking actions of the govern-
ment.

In the period of these strikes

+-

the Communist Party declared:

“Above all, it is evidentltllat
the President’s national emer-
gency is intended to curb the
rights of labor and to crush aill
popular opposition: to- his war
program.” (Daily Worker, June
1, 1941).

Now . the Communist Party
seeks to deprive labor of every
right and’ weapon with the in-
famous deciaration that Roose-
velt’s no-strike program f.r or-
ganized labor “is strengthening
labor’s cause.”

same assertions which tha ecow-
ardly and- venal trade union bu-
reaucrats of the Green ilk have
always made to block militant la
hor action.

“, . .Stoppages in defense in-
dustries: under present condi-
tions also play into the hands
of those employers. . . who seek

+ for an excuse for not treating
with labor on equal terms.”

But when has the boss class not
sought for excuses “for not treat-
ing with labor on equal terms?”
The Communist Party wants to
‘avoid giving: “excuses” to the
employers — by capitulating to
them altogether..

FOR “PROPER FORMS
OF STRUGGLE”

The Stalinists dare not state
this in so many words. They are
forced' to recognize the fact that
the workers have no intentions
of submitting unconditionally to
the boss class in the interests of
“national defense.” Therefore,
the Communist Party includes in
its no-strike statement certain
proposals calculated to give the
impression that the Stalinists
want to “protect” labor during
the ‘war-time reaction.

“Laber should find ways to
deal with employers who seek
to exploit the war to make ex-
orbitant profits and to refuse
labor its rights — but to deal
with these employers in such a
manner as will not weaken the
defense: effort. ... Labor lead-
ers have the responsibility to
find proper forms of struggle
in the present situation.”

But what “proper forms of
struggle” has labor other than
the strike method and militant
mass action? What “forms of
struggle” will the Greens, Tobins,
Wolls and Hillmans — the only
“labor leaders” the Daily Work-
er has in mind — provide now,
when even in peace-time they
have been the unremitting foes
of all forms of genuine labor
struggle?

Let the Communist Party tell
the American workers what these
other “forms of struggle” are!
It does not, and cannot say. No
others exist.

All that the Stalinist leader-
ship tells the workers is that they
must “insist” that ‘“the govern-
ment assume the responsibility of
seeing that the rights of labor
are recognized. . . that the com-
position of mediation and other
boards be of such a character
as to guarantee that labor’s
rights are respected, . . that all
anti-labor policies of the govern-

on charges of “conspiring to

COMMITTEE

THE CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENSE

[
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Room 809, 160 Fifth Ave., New York City I
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Help Fight The
Federal Prosecution

29 people—members of the Socialist Worke rs: Party and the leaders of Motor Transport
and Allied Workers Industrial Union, Local 544-CIO have been indicted in Minnesota

overthrow the government.”

This sweeping attack upon civil liberties and labor’s rights must be repelled! The
. job of defending the victiins of this prosecution is up to the workers themselves. Roose-
velt’s administration isn’t subsidizing this defense project.

Aid the defendants by giving promptly and generously to their Defense Fund.

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO:

The Govern

demned by the

LABOR’S NON-PARTISAN LEAGUE
UNITED AUTO WORKERS b
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

and other labor and liberal spokesmen

red
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The Daily Worker makes the

Bosses In Denouncing Strikes

+

Birds Of A Feather

Reactionary Repuhllcan Govemnn Stassen of anesota (left), sponsor of the state’s “slave-
labor” law, in a cheerful, intimate pose with. AFL. President William Green and David Beck
(right), Head: of the Seattle AFL Teamsters, at the AFL convention, which Stassens addressed.
Green and Beck are mo doubt showing pleasure over Stassen’s help: in the Dan. Tebin-Roosevelt-
FBI drive to smash militant Local 544-CIO, Minneapolis: motor transport workers union.

Stalin’s Policy Means
Doom For Soviet Union

(Continued jfrom pdge 1)
to get the Allied imperialists to
open a Western Front is further
evidenre to the contrary. Stalin
whines and pleads, with the “de-
moceracies” to save his regime by
creating a military diversion.

Ony two weeks ago, the Stalins
ists were proclaiming that the
promised material aid from Bri-
tain and American had dealt a
“death blow" to Hitler, Now the
Kremlin- must provide the Soviet
masges with some othHer illusions:
A military diversion — that will

ment be completely abandoned. . .
that all appeasement and anti-
labor forces in the government
be weeded out.. .

In a word, the Communist

Party is asking the working
class to throw itself on its knees
before that anti-labor boss gov-
ernment which, in the Daily
Worker’s own words of not so
long ago, “is for slavery —
slavery for the workers at the
point of a bayonet,” and to
plead with the government to
accept the workers “not as sec-
ond-class citizens but as equal
partners.” (Daily Worker, Oec-
tober 10).

Such craven rot insults the in-
telligence of every worker. Roose-
velt by his whole policy has am-
ply demonstrated that he has no
intentions of accepting labor as
an “equal partner” of the ruling
class, and that he would ruth-
lessly oppose such an “equal”
parnership.

The Stalinist leaders are per-
. fectly aware that “their “no
strike” program is nothing but
the immediate forerunner of a
policy of open strikebreaking
against those workers and unions:
which do “insist” on their rights:
and union conditions.

But Stalinism' supports: un-
conditionally the war policies
and aims of American imperial-
ism. It cannot do otherwise

than support unconditionally
every phase of the capitalist
imperialists’ program to crush
labor.

Twin City Sunday
Forum

Every Sunday - 3 P. M. |

10¢ Refresbments
Prominent Speakers

(The forums will be held reg- |
ularly every Sunday, rain or
shine, at 3 P. M. throughout
the season.)

[
919 Marquette Avenue

Minneapolis, Minn.
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“somehow” save the Soviet Union!

What of the “death blow’ dealt
to Hitler —. on paper — just two
weeks ago? “Even the full tide of
the vital economiz help cannet
gettle anything . . . The United
States and Britain must assume
the joint and: immediate respon-:
sibility of an- active Western
Front,” pleads the Daily Worker,
October 14, under instruections
from the Kremlin. These words
conceal the implied threat that
Stalin will eapitulate to Hitler if
such action is not forthcoming
immediately. : o

Stalin cannet and will not this
time evade his own responsibility
by blaming the defeats on “faith:
less allies,” as he did when Hitler
scrapped the Stalin-Nazi paet,

It cannot he denied that the
Soviet Union at the beginning of
the war confronted Germany with

1at least equality in manpower, a

tremendous concentration of me-
chanized equipment, a higher
level of armyv morale, and the
advantages of defensive positions
behind natural amd prepared for-
tifications.

The defeats of the Red Army,
the terrible blows to the USSR,
are the sole responsibility of
Stalin.

These: defeats are the end-
prodiuct of Stalin's bloody purge
of the Red Army in 1937-38, when
he slaughtered or imprigéned no
less .than 40,000 trained and expe-
rienced officers. Stalin beheaded

the Red Army. Today, that army,
faces the fascist' foe without
leadership, without a unified

strategic plan, without competent.
direction. Stalin has betrayed the
entire revolutionary movement,
disoriented and ceut to. pieces the
vanguard. of the world proletariaf.
He thus deprived the. Soviet
Union of its mightiest weapon
against Hitler, the revolutionary

class struggle of the European
working class,
Not a word has the Kremlin

issued to aronse and guide the

'masses of Germany and the oc-
‘eupied' countries to. revolutionary

combat against. Nazi' imperialism,
All the explosive powers of revolt
contained in the peoples ground
under Hitler's heel are being dis-
sipated for lack of leadership and
organization, while the Kremlin
remainsg silent for fear of offend-

‘ing its “demiocratie’” allies.

The conclusion is inescapable:

Unless there is a change in
policy, the Soviet Union is
doomed.

Unless the USSR ceases to
stake everything on aid from the
imperialists, and issues a revo-
lutionary appeal to the workers
of the world, including Germany,

‘the .workers state faces disaster.

The doors of 3talin’s dungeons
must be-opened to releage the tens
of thousands of pro-Soviet ele-
ments now deprived of their right
to defend the Soviet Union. These
pro‘Soviet elements — who have
proved their loyalty and ability
in the Civil War of 1918-20 and
in the comstruction of Soviet in-
dustry — cam make up, at least
in part, for the present fatal lack
of leadership. '

The democratically-elected so-
viets must be revived to gi*e the
masses imitiative, reinvigorate
their morale and organize them
for the revolutionary defense of
the workers' state.

Above all, the Soviet
must rally the masses of Enrope
for proletarian revolutionary
struggle around the only banner
whieh can have hope or meaning
for them in this epoeh of the
death agony of world capitalism:

For the Socialist United States
of Europe!

This is the only herald eof sal
vation for the Soviet Union.
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GREEN WILL

SUPPORT

WAR TO ‘BITTER END’

(Continued fromr page 1)
vention in New Orleans last year
on the matter of driving the
racketeers out of the AFL. Last
vear the convention passed a re-
solution which limited itself' sole-
Iy to "“deploring” the situation.
A statement of the -Executive
Council: lagt Monday declared thau
it “disavowed and repudiated’
racketeering in all forms, b
‘reiterated its stand of last year
that the AFL couneil could no
“interfere in the administrative
jaffairs of am autonomous inter
national organization.”

RACKETEERING ISSUE

It is, of course, a well-known
fact that the reason racketeers
continue to thrive in the AFL i~
because they arc one of the maln
‘props of the AFL. leadership: In
‘order to rid the unions of racket-
eers it is necessary to have trade-
union- democracy, which enables
the rank and file themselves to:
oust crooks and hoodi'ums from
the ranks of labor organizations.

But democracy is' the Jast thing
which the Greens, Tobins, Wolls,
Freys, et al, want in the AFL.
And s=o they 'will continue 1tc
play ball with the racketeers whc
support them in power.

The: Executive Councils state:

ment gn racketeering complain-
ed:
- “Some columnists and labo
‘hating' newspaper publishers de-
mand that the officers of the
"Ameriecan Federzation of Labor be
dictators, and punish men, regara:
less of law-and lawful procedure,
‘who they believe are guilty of the
‘commission of crimes.

“They demand that the officers
of the. Anterican Federation of
Labor be dictators when they f-eei'
said officers should be dictators,
but denounce them if they as-
sume -dictatorial powers.”

DON'T WANT TO BE
“DICTATORS”

While it is {rue that the boss
papers raize thie question of labor
racketeering in order to discredit
the union movement, neverthless
it 1is the obligation of honest
union leaders to expose and help
drive out the racketeers.

This self-righteous disclaimer
of any desire to be “dietatory”. o
laughable. Put ferth by a perso
like Tobin, who arbitrarily set:
up persomal receiverships over
loeal unions of the Teamsters and
attempts. to oust by flat any loca.
leaders. who oppoese his poliefes.
such as the in- cgse of Local 544,
thig “rejection” of “dictatorship”
is nothing but a piece of hypoerit-
ical effrontery.

Moreover, Green, Tobin and Co.
have never failed to play the role
of “dictator” when it eome tc
ousting honest, militant anioniss
at the request of these same anti-
labor boss newspapers.

Confronted with the speeiflc
case of George E. Browne, pre
sident of the Stage Employees-and
Motion: Picture Operators Union.
who is one of the most viclouy
racketeers in the union movement,
the AFL Executive Council ha:x
taken a completely cowardly po
sitiom.-

-as Tobin stated,

Browne, as a vice-president of.

the AFL, has been one of the pil-
lars of the Executive Council
His eriminal activities have been
known all along to his AFL col-
leagues,

Browne is now on trial in New
York on extortion charges. The
cage against him is so bad' that
the AFL tops are now forced . tio
disassociate themselves from: hiin.

EVADING THE ISSUE
The devious means they intend

‘to- employ to vid themselves of

the compromising Browne, is by
reducing the number of posts on
the Executive Council from 15,.to
13, with Browne being dropped.

The official esplanation of this
move is not that the
find it expedient to rid them-
selves of the stench of their as-
sociation with Browne, but thar,
it would “result
in greater efficiency.” It seems,
that since the Council was expan-
ded from eight to 15 in 1934 they
have had difficulty in “getting a
quorum.”

The continued prominence of
the racketeering iséue in the AFL
is in marked contrast to the si-
tuation in the CIO, where the
question “‘of .racketeering has
never had to he raised.

The only debate so far m:cu{rred
over the recommendation of the
Council to reduce the per-capita
tax of two cents paid to the AFL
treasury to 1% cents for unlons
with over 300,600 members.

Representatives of the smaller
unions protested ‘_‘._this diserimina-
tory aetion arguing that this re-
presented a move on the part of
the leaders of the bi& unions te
further extend their rigid® con.
trol over the AFL.

‘WHY TOBIN WANTS

REDUCED PER-CAPITA

Tobin took tle floor to support
the per-capita tax amendment —
his union and the Carpenters are
the only unions large enough tu
benefit by the measure — and
claimed that this reduction waa
necessary becanse the AFL Teams
ters are “fighting en every front
in the country” against “subvers-
ive elements, not real union lead-

‘ers but men: with drunken, blind

ambitions.”

Tobin was obviously speaking '

of" the growing revolt in the ranks
of his union against his rack-
eteering dictatorship. This revolt,
initiated by Local 544-CI0, is be
ginning to malke big inroads intu
Tobin’s “kingdom” and his state.
ment is an indication that he
feels his throne tottering.

So far, not a single congtructivu
proposal for the benefit of labor
has occupied ile attention of the
convention. It doubtful that ang
will be considered, except in the
most perfunctory and indecisive
fashion,

The burning issues confronting
labor in wartime — wage freez.
ing, soaring prices, government
intervention, anti-labor legisia-
tion, the growing assault on la-
bor’s rights — will undoubtesly
;e ignored or passed off in mean-
[ingless resolutions. -

Subscriptions have bheen coming
'in slowly this week. This is no
'doubt due to the fact that most
'of the party’s leading activists
have been attending the party's

| plenum-conference in Chicago.

This week, however, we expeci
thq party members, spurred on by
an inspiring conference, to send
in s0 many mew subs that we’ll
have a hard time handling the in-
creased mailing. But we wonh

|mind that preblem at all.

The record for our previous sub:
drives during the past period was
so excellent that it leaves no doubrt

‘|in our minds that the party will

rise to the occasion in the pre-
sent drive to obtain 500 subs.
After getting nearly 2,000 subs at
the beginning of the year,.the
party should find this new quota
a cinch,

This week we received a very
encouraging letter from the South.
Our MILITANT agent in Mem
phis, Tennessee, reports the in-
creasing interest with which the
MILITANT is being receivea
among white as well as negrc
trade unionists.

Until recently, the bulk eof our
readers in Memphis have been

MMMMWM

Negro- workers who, because of

their special exploitation, have
been more responsive to our
ideas.

“Several militant white CIO

boys. are reading the paper re-
gularly now,” our Memphis cor-
respondent reports. “One, a boair-
man, who is seldom in town gets
a paper from me whenever He 1s
in town. Another, who is very
active in the CIO and seldom has
much time to talk, always asks
me if I have a paper whenever
he sees me. The last time I saw
him, he was talking to a group
and preparing to start a union
meeting, but stopped to come over
and ask me if I had some IN-
DUSTRIAL ORGANIZERS which
he wanted to give out to truck
drivers, and to get a MILITANT.”

If our people in the terror-
ridden South can get such a good
response to our paper, surely, In
the comparatively freer atmos-
phere of the North and West, our
comrades should have no great
difficulty in spreading the voice
of the party and selling more
subs.

DO YOU HAVE A SUBSCRIP-
TION? LOOK FOR OUR
SPECIAL OFFER

ey

AFL leaders.
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THE MILITANT

Our Party’s Guide To Immediate Action

Text Of The SWP Plenum Resolution On ““The Federal Prosecution And The Present Tasks Of The Party’’

Reésolution Adopted by the Plenum-Conference of the Socialist

) Workers Party, Oct. 11-12, 1941, in Chicago, IIL

The prosecution launched against our party by the Roosevelt
adininistration can be understood in all its ramifications only in
the light of the historical situation of the American imperial-
ists whom Roosevelt serves.

The American bourgeoisie has virtually .dragged the un-
willing Ameriean pecple into the war. Roosevelt’s real war aims
are expressed not in his deceitful 8-point program, that shriveled
caricature of Wilson's 14 points, but in the recent declaration
by Secretary of Navy Knox that Anglo-American imperialism
must police the world “for the next hundred years.,” Roosevelt's
aim of world conquest, like Hitler’s, is not a sign of strength
but a mark of the desperate plight of world capitalism and of
every one of its component national states. The gigantic de-
velopment of the forces of production is driving all the imperial-
ists to goals which lie beyond their power of attainment. Hitler
and Roosevelt are attempting to establish their sway over a de-
composing capitalist system — a system torn by incessant im-
perialist conflicts, shaken by colossal social convulsions and head-
ed for economic ruin and catastrophe.

The permanent perspective of monopoly capitalism is war.
Until now capitalism evolved through periods of peace punctuated
by occasional wars; henceforth intervals of peace, if any, will
merely punctuate the continual clashes of the imperialist powers.
None of the imperialist rulers have any faith in their future.
Hence their desperate methods of crushing every form of oppo-
sition at home. Fascist terror is not an Italian or German
weapon; the American bourgeoisie will likewise attempt to re-
sort to it. The wartime repressions against the labor movement
will prove to be not temporary expedients dictated by wartlme
conditions, but the forerunner of dictatorial and fascist move-
ments of the American bourgeoisie.

It is in the light of this perspective — the perspectlve of
an epoch of wars and revolutions — that we must consider the
problems which confront the party as a result of the Federal
prosecution.

THE PROSECUT"ON AND THE DEFENSE

1. This prosecution arises immediately out of the federal
government’s intervention on the side of AFL Teamsters’ Chief
Daniel Tobin against Local 544-CI0. But the Minneapolis drivers

and Tobin clashed in the first place over the refusal of the Trot=
skyist leadership of Loeal 544 to go along with Tobin in subordin-
ating the trade union movement to the war program of the
Roosevelt administration. Thus the goverhment’s “intervention”
is on its own behalf. This blow against our party is but the first
of many to vome against every section of the labor movement
which resists the reactionary consequences of the government’s
war program. We are the first to be attacked because we are
the only genuine anti-capitalist party and therefore the only
genuine anti-war party. The object is to drive the party into
illegality and, if possible, to silence it.
The policy of thé party in defending itself in court, ob-
ligatory for all party members under indictment, can only be
" one that is worthy of our movement and our tradition: no
attempt to water down or evade our revolutionary docttine,
but on the contrary, to defend it militantly. At the same’
time we maintain that weé have a legal right under the Bill
of Rights to propagate our principles.

2. The legal defense in court and in the arena of public
opinion is strengthened by the fact that both the Socialist Work-
ers Party and Local 544-CIO and all the defendants havé agreed
to the launching of a broad defense eampaign by the Civil Rights
Defenise Committee. Such a united defense will obviate many
difficulties: It will dramatize the fundamental connqction be-
tween the rights of our party and the demoecratic rights of the
trade unioh movement.

5 3. Despite this prosecution and others which may follow,
our party will not surrender its right to function as’a legal par-
ty. The Plenum Conference emphasizes to all party members
the fundamental impdrtance of a determined fight for the party’s
legality. The question of whether the party is legal or illegal
will not be settled for us by a eonviction in this Minnesota case.

4. One of the main methods of defending the party's legal-
ity is to participate wherever possible in elections, The excellent
election campaigns at present being conducted by our New York
and Newark organizations are an example of what can be done
in this period. We must record the fact that too often in the past
we have neglected electoral activity. We must now give primary
attention to participating under our own name and with our own
candidate in election fights., This will serve not only to bring
our program before the masses, but render more difficult the
government’s attempt to repress us.

INTERNAL PREPARATION OF THE PARTY

5. An intensive campaign is required for the internal prep-
aration of the party to withstand the blow of the federal prosecu-
tion. The only people who c¢an stand up under this kind of gov-
ernmental pressure are people who have an historical outlook
and a profound understanding of what they are fighting for.
Mere activism, sometimes sufficient for day to day work, is not
enough to stand up under the blows of persecution. We have on
this score the negative example of the IL.W.W. cadres after the
last war. Out of 150 or more LW.W. men who went to Leaven-
worth, only a small handful retained their activity in the move-
ment afterward. This was not because they were poor material;
they were gehuine militants, very courageous people. But they
lacked the theoretical equipment to-comprehend the complexities
of the war situation. The philosophy of the LW.W. proved in-
adequate to sustain them and they fell by the wayside. The
difference between a trade union militant and a politically edu-
cated Trotskyist is immeasurable; it is qualitative. The best
of yesterday’s trade tnion militants are today succumbing under
the pressure of the war situation. Only those will survive who
are not only rooted in the working class movement but who have
the Marxist outlook to see¢ beyond the present difficulties to the
fiew horizons.

6. The revolutionary party, in order to successfully meet
4ll serious tests, requires such an education of the party mem-
bers and such a selection of its leading people that the party
can temain firm under ail conditions.  This requires high stand-
ards for party membership: standards of activity, of discipline,
of financial contributions, of devotion to learning the history
and theory of the movement, ete. It requires even higher stand-
ards for its leading staff. The party which aims at the conquest
of power for the socialist transformation of society cannot op-i
erate with casual members and dilletante members. Members
and leaders alike must conduct themselves as disciplined soldiers
in the army of the proletarian revolution. Leaders must set the
example of communist devotion, loyalty and discipline.

Systematic education of the Party is dictated by the needs
for new party leadership. New cadres may have to take the
place of imprisohed comrades. The new opportunities open to
the party demand an expansion of the leadership of the party.
Given new responsibilities, comrades hitherto unnoticed will prove
themselves worthy of positions ¢f leadership. Under the test of
fire, new leaders will come forward,

7. The Plenum-Conference calls the atfention of all party
members to thé necessity for systematic political work and re-
criiting for the party in the factories, the shops and in the
unions. In the previous period we have successfully carried
through an extensivé movement in the party to integrate our
young comrades in industry and in the uniohts. In that pericd

of penetration into the factories and unions, it was necessary
to caution young comrades not to be too precipitate in their party-
political activity until they had firmly established themselves in
their new environment. This ecampaign has been carried through
successfully, We have radically changed the character of the
composition of the party. Today we can say that the average
member of the party is a trade unionist. However, having suec-
ceeded in integrating themselves. into industry, and the trade
union movement, our comrades are now entering a new stage
in their work. A type of activity that does tot rise above trade
union levels' cannot be a permanent task. Once the comrades
are integrated in the unions they must begin serious and sys-
tematic party- pchtlcal work. i 3

Mere trade unicn work, in itself, does not amount to much —
especially in this epoch of wars and revolutions. We have to
begin recruiting for the party. This can only be done if the party
fractions work systematically and regularly. There are no ex-
ceptions to this law. All comrades, wherever there are two or
more together, must work as a fraction. The aim of fraction
work is not merely the working out of positions on the “high
politics” of the unions but, more concretely, the task of teach-
ing fellow workers and union brothers the principles and great
goal of communism and recruiting them into the party.

AGAINST CONCILIATION WITH RENEGADES

8. Our party must be absolutely unrelenting in its warfare
against any existing or arising centrist groups (Shachtmanites,
etc.) Lenin, never much of a unity shouter, became especially
intransigent during the first world war as the fundamental cleav-
age betwéen the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks revealed itself
more clearly. So now must we maintain the cohesion of the genu-
ine revolutionists during this war. Trotsky said the fight be-
tween the proletarian majority of the party and the petty-bour-
geois opposition was similar in many respects to the historical
struggle between the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks in the Rus-
sian movement. In justice to the Russian Mensheviks, Trotsky
also said, they appear as revolutionary heroes in comparison with
the wretched faetion of Burnham, Shachtman and Co.

We must educate cadres who are not afraid of isolation and
who do not seek fictitious strength through numbers at the ex-
pense of programmatic eldarity. There are many members of the
party who did not live through the experiences of our intransi-
gent programmatic fight in isolation (1928-1934). That isolation
was dictated by the necessity to consolidate the revolutionary
nucleus on the basis of a program. Ill-considéred “umity” maneuv-
ers could only have compromised this basic task. The Lovestone-
ites in those years approached us again and again for “united
fronts”, “common action”, ete., as a bridge to unity. Had we

Plenum Greetings Sent

To Natalia Trotsky

The following is the message of solidarity sent to Natalia
Sedov Trotsky in Coyoacan,. Mexico, by the National Plenum-
Conference of the Socialist Workers Parly, meeting October 11-
12 in Chicago, 1llineis:

“We are cloging this evening the best attendéd and most
etithusiastic conferehce in our history. The unanimous vote on
the political resolutioh which is based on the life teachings of
Comrade Leon Trotsky expressed our firm unity. As we success-
fiilly conclude our work, we send you our warmtest coinradely
‘ greetings,
2 C. CHARLES, Chairman of Seéssion,
Plenum-Conference
Socialist Workers Party”

tihited with these rightward-iioving centrists in the illusory hope
of gaining strength by numbers, oiir forces would have been
weakéned, not strengthened. Wheén actual opportunities for unity
on a sound basis did occur, with the American Workers Party

£ (1935) and with the left wing of the Socialist Party (1936-1937)

‘we proved ablé, thanks to our programmatic firmness, to take full

advantage of the opportunities to strengthen the revolutionary
'ranks. This ean be the case also in the future with groups of
- Stalinist workers who furn toward the revolutichary road. The
condition for a fruitful intervention on our part in a revolution-
ary development among the Stalinist workers, or the political
awakening of any other group of serious workers, is the prohibi-
tion in our own ranks of any sentiment of conciliation toward the
degenerate petty-bourgeois clique of Shachtman and Co.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM

9, The struggle against the imperialist war overshadows
all other questions. The country is being maneuvered inte war
by the Ambérican imperialists and their government, and the labor
bureaucracy is suecessfully throttling any mass labor opposi-
tion. Revolutionary Marxism has always rvecoghized that the
struggle against imperialist war is identical with the struggle
‘against eapitalism, and that the only way to do away with war
is to do away with the capitalist order. This fundamental con-
ception is confirmed by the way in which, despite the desires
of the overwhelming majority of the country, the capitalist regime

is succeeding in dragging the country into war. Only by the.

overthrow of capitalism, by the establishment of a Workers and
Farmers Government, can this country be led out of the war
to a peace based on socialism,

10. Our Proletarian Military Policy, adopted by our last
Plenum-Conference (September 23-27, 1940) will provide the
practical basis for agitation when “shooting war” begins:
Tb the demand of the chauvinists in the labor movément that

'+ the country must be defended against fascism, weé answer
that the best way to defend the working class -against both
 foreign and domestic fascists is through military training
- under control 'of the trade unions. We do not place ahy trust

* in the “anti-fascist” pretensions of' the capitalist govérnment.
Only the working class can smash fascism. We do fiot trust
the reactionary officer caste. We demand federal appropria-
tions for military training camps to be operated under the
control of the trade unions, and special officers’ training

camps opérated under the control of the trade uniohs where
workers can be traitted as officers. Our Proletarian Mili-
tary Policy serves to educate the workers, to bridge the gap
between their vresent confused but anti-fascéist sentiments
and our program for the extirpation of fascism and its capi-
talist roots. The Plenum-Conference instruets the National
Committee to republish in pamphlet form our Resolution and
'othel: published material onn Proletarian Military Policy and
to conduct a systematic agitation to popularize it. '

TASKS IN THE TRADE UNIONS

11. As the war develops, ever more significant will become
the struggle for the independence of the trade unions in relation
to the capitalist state and the struggle for trade union democracy.

Throughout the world, in all the capitalist countries during
the period since the first World War, we have seen a “growing
together” of the state with the trade unions. Whether “neutral”,
Social-Democratie, Stalinist, or Anarchist, the trade union lead-
ership has adapted itself to the capitalist state and.seeks its co-
operation. In the eyes of the trade union bureaucracy, the chief
task of the unions lieg in the utopian program of “freeing” the
capitalist state from the embrace of capitalism and pulling the
state over to the side of the labor bureaucracy. This has hap-
pened also in America, to both the CIO and AFL. Through the
NLRB, the National Defense Mediation Board, federal concili-
ators, ete., close links have been forged between the state power
and the trade union bureaucracy. An integral part of this tend-
ency are the steps taken jointly by the government and the
labor bureaucracy to -wipe out in the unions all forms of trade
union democracy and to expel all revelutionists from the unions.
These are the only conditions under which monopoly capitalism,
with its centralized command both in economic life and govern-
ment; can permit the continued existence of the trade unions.
Thus the struggle for independence of the trade unicns and for
trade union democracy becomes increasingly a struggle which
only the revolutionist can ‘lead.

The trade unions of our time can either serve as instru-
ments of imperialist capitalism for the subordination and
disciplining of workers or, on the contrary, the trade unions
can becone instruments of the revolutionary movement of
the proletariat. No third altérnative is open to the trade
unions in this epoch. The neutrality of the trade unions
toward the capitalist state is completely and irretrievably
a thing of the past, gone together with traditional bour-
geois democracy.

The struggle in the trade unions is essentially a struggle
for influence over the working class. Despite the tendency to-
ward degeneration of the trade unions and their ‘growing together’
with the imperialist state, our work within the trade unions be-
comes, even more important than before. For the trade unions
remain the main arena in which the revolutionist can contend
with the agents of the bourgeoisie for the leadership of the
working class. The agents of the bourgeoisie eannot but appear
henceforth as exponents of state domination of the unions and
opponents of trade union democracy. We become the banner
bearers for the freedom of the unions and for workers’ democ-
racy within the unions. Precisely because monopoly capitalism
is less and less -willing “to reconcile itself to the independence
of trade unions, the labor agents' of* monopoly capitalism will
become less and less able to maintain their influence over the
great masses in the unions. That is why we shall succeed in
.proving our right to the leadership of the trade unions as defend-
ers of trade union independence and trade union democracy.

FOR DEFENSE OF THE SOVIET UNION

12. Our struggle against the war program of American
imperialism and its consequences is already meeting with inter-
est and response in the ranks of the Stalinists. The catastrophic
consequences of Stalinist leadérship in the Nazi-Soviet war must
increase the present ferment among the workers hitherto influ-

" enced by Stalinism. The Stalinist move toward a united front
with Hillman and the AFL bureaucracy against all opponents
of Roosevelt’s war program is extremely distasteful to the many
Communist Party militants who see no reason to change their
opinion about Hillman, William Green and Co. The further
consequences of the Roosevelt war program — strike-breaking,
attempts to place a ceiling oh wages, priorities unemployment,
ete. — will make the Stalinist line increasingly repugnant to the
thousands of genuine militants whom the Commuhist party still
has within its ranks. These militants will find in ﬁg,, if we only
take the trouble to reach ther, the revolutiunary‘ alternative to
the Stalinist betrayal, '

13. Our program for revolutionary defense of the Soviet

Union has made its way into the Stalinist ranks despite all the
frantic attempts of the Kremlin’s hirelings to portray us as ene-
mies of the Soviet Union. Only our program explains to the per-
plexed Stalinist workers why, despite all the heroism and tHe su-
perior morale of the Red Army and Soviet masses, the Nazi war
machiié Has continued to win victories over the Soviet Union.
Trotsky’s ahalysis explains to these workers how Stalin beheaded
theé Red Army and left theé Soviet Union leaders ih industry and
agriculture; every day’s headlines only confirm the Trotskyist

PIenUm-Conference Inspires Party Ranks

(Continued from page 1)
tion ss Fund, amounting to
$13,000, to be cdllectéd through
subscriptions from the branches.

TO HOLD REFERENDUM
ON. DECLARATION OF
PRINCIPLES

A revised draft of the Declara-
tion of Principles was presented
by the National Committee for
the c¢onsideration of the Confer-
ence, The Conference did not take
final action on the draft but
adopted the N.C.’s recommenda-
tion to submit the draft as amend-
ed to a discussion and referend-
um vote by the party member-
ship.

It was recalled that a special
Convention in New York last De-
eember had revoked the Declara-
tion of Principles after the pas-
sage of the reactionary Voorhis
Act and that the National Com-
mittee had been instructed to
prepare a revised draft.

Iri the new draft, the Declara-

tion was strengthened and im-

proved, brought up to date in the
light of recent events and in-
cluded the last great theoretical
contributions of Comrade Leon
Trotsky on the transition pro-
gram, labor party, military poli-
cy, and the tasks of militants in
the labor movement in the period
of imperialist war.

Although the party had been
forced by reactionary legislation
to disaffiliate from the Fourth
International which it had helped
to create as the world party of
.ocialist revolution, the riew Dec-
laration of Principles reaffirms
the Party's adherence to the prin-
ciples of internationalism and
solidarity with the workers of
the world.

ENCOURAGING REPORT
ON AID FROM CRDC

The political resolution adopted
by the Confereiice pointed out
that the legal defense of the 28
defendants in the Minneapolis
trial has been greatly strength-

ened “by the fact that both the
Socialist Workers Party and Lo-
cal 544-CIO and all the defend-
ants have agreed to the launch-

ing of a broad defense campaign.

by the Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee.”

This was verified in an informa-
tional report to the delegates on
the campaign for the defendants
beihg conducted by the Civil
Rights Defense Committee and
the growing response it was re-
ceiving in trade union and liberal
circles especially,

Not only have a large number
of prominent individuals joined

the National Committee and lo-.

cal branches of the defense move-
ment, and not only is the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union co-op-
erating with the Civil Rights De-
fense Committee on this case, but
also a large number of trade
unions and trade union leaders
have expressed their solidarity
with the defendants by giving,
and pledging to give more, ma-

terial and financial support to
their defense.

In the opening session, the Ple-
num-Conference sent a telegram
to Clara Dunne, widow of Grant
Dunne, expressing the sorrow of
the delegates at his death and
their desire to aid and comfort
her who had been “the lifelong
companion of our fallen com-
rade.”

In the concluding session, an-
other telegram was sent tfo
Comrade Natalia Sedov Trotsky,
in which the delegates conveyed
their revolutionary greetings and
pledged to carry forward the
struggle for socialism.

REASON FOR THE
HIGH MORALE

The delegates and visitors who
sat through the sessions of the
Conference left with a feeling of
unqualified confidence in the fu-
ture of the party and its ability
to cope with the great tasks be-
fore it. This feeling was not the
result of “pep talks” or extrava-

gant overestimations of the par-
ty’s forces and influence;, for
there was no trace of either in
the entire Conference. On the
contrary, everyone present under-
stood that a serious fight was
ahead, and that the forces ar-
rayed against the party are pow-
erful, determihed and Vvicious.

The spirit of revolutionary op-
timism permeated all the pro-
ceedings and all the discussion.
For the delegates knew that the
Socialist Workers Party repre-
sents the future society while its
enemies represent the bankrupt-
ey of the present capitalist order;
that it has the only correct pro-
gram for fighting against war
and fascism, and that it has al-
ready collected together under 1ts
banner a group of serious men
and women who hesitate at no
personal sacrifices to ecarry out
that program for the liberation
of mankind.

The coming motths; they knew,
would provide the test for the
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American Trotskyist movenient.
They were confidetit that the par-
ty would rise and meet that test
in the best revolitionary tradi-
tion, and then move forward, with
increased support and respéct
from the working class, to the
final struggle for socialism.

C. P. Backs
La Guardia

(Continued from page 1)
has taken its place where it has
always rightly belonged, — openly
in the camp of the boss class —
the workers of New York can
have no douht about which can-
didate supports the interests of
labor and represents the indepen-
dent class program of the work-
ers. He is James P. Cannon, our
Trotskyist Antl-war nominee for
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mayor.

contention that Stalinism is incapable of defending the Soviet
Union. Only our analysis of the anti-revolutionary character of
Stalinism explains to the workers why the Kremlin has refused
to arouse the masses of Europe and undermine Hitler in Ger-
many by the revolutionary weapons which Lenin and Trotsky
so successfully employed in 1917-1920,

When the workers now under Stalinist influence realize
the extent of the continuous defeats sustained by the Soviet
Union, there is great danger that they will fall into despair
and passivity, for they will be unable to explain to them-
selves why the workers state is unable to defend itself suc-
cessfully against a fascist regime. Unless these workers are
reached in time by us, their disillusionment may lead them
to drop out of the revolutionary movement altogether. We
have the urgent task of "saving these workers for the revo-
lutionary movement by preparing them ideologically in due
time.

14, Our program for the revolutionary defense o-f the So-
viet Union has been confirmed not only against the Stalinists,
but also against all the petty-bourgeois renegades who denied
the Soviet Union its character as a workers state and who refused
to defend it. The unparalieled morale with which the Red Army
and the Soviet Union masses rallied to the defense of the work-
ers state can only be explained by our analysis of the class chatb-
acter of the Soviet Union. The Soviet masses, despite the op=
pression which they are under from the Kremlih bureaucracy,
proved to be wiser politically than the “cultured” petty-bour-
geois snobs who abandoned the Soviet Union; the masses were
able to distihguish between the Soviet Union and Stalinism even
if the Eastmans, Hooks, Burnhams and Shachtmans did not. The
Soviet masses threw themselves into the struggle against the
Nazi war machine as no “democratic” country — France, Eng=
land, Czechoslovakia, Norway, ete. — has been able to. The So-
viet masses understood that Hitler was attacking, not merely the
Kremlin, but the nationalized property established by the Oe=
tober revolution. That this unprecedented upsurge of morale has
proved insufficient to halt the Nazi. war machine is a tragic don-
firmation of the fact that only under a revolutionaty leadership
can the workers state be saved. But if the Soviet Union should
fall; that logs will only, crown the crimes of the petty- -bourgeois
renegades who turned their backs on the Soviet Union in its houtr
of danger.

15. The history of the last two decades demonstrates that
the American working class will have its chance to conquer state
power before the rise of a mass fascist movement. The rise of
fascism and its seizure of power has occurred only where the
conservative labor parties (Social-Democratic and Stalinist) pre=
vehted the proletariat from utilizing a revolutionary situation.
But first came revolutionary situations in Italy (1919-1921) and
Germany (1918-19, 1923-24, 1929-31). Only when the workers’
parties failed to lead society out of the impasse did it become
possible for the fascists to recruit mass movements with which
to erush the workers’ organizations. This is the historical law
which is demonstrated by the history of this epoch of wars and
revolutions.

And this law provides the answer to the question whether
faseism can be prevented by the American working class. Fas-
cism can and will be prevented by the building of a strong revo-
lutiohary party able to to utilize the revolutionary opportunity.
That is the great historic task of the Socialist Workers Party.
We shall have our chance. And we shall not miss it.
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A Farewell To Grant Dunne --Worker-Warrior

(Speech of Farrell Dobbs, National Labor Secretary, S.W.P.,
at the funeral of Grant Dunne, Minneapolis, October 7, 1941).

Grant John Dunne was born June 21, 1893, on a farm east
of Little Falls, Minnesota. He went through eighth grade in a
one-room schoolhouse in the country. Soon after the turn of
the century the Dunne family moved to Minneapolis. Grant
went to South High school for one year, and then, like so many
sons of the working class, had to forego schooling and go to
‘work. He got his first job as a bill clerk for the Railway Ex-
press company. During the next few years he held various
jobs in Minneapolis.

On February 6, 1918, he was married to Clara Houck, They
had four sons, Claire, John, Richard and Russell, Five months
after his marriage Grant was inducted into the 3rd Pioneer
Infantry, and one month later he found himself in the front-
line trenches in France. '

His first great lesson in life he learned from the imperial-
ist war, which broke up his life, took him from his wife who
was with their first son, and propelled him, untrained, into the
maelstrom of war. Grant served in the front line at the Ar-
gonne sector from September 26, 1918, to the Armistice.

On the very eve of the Armistice he was transporting
munitions to the front lines when he was caught with other
soldiers in a terrific explosion at an ammunition dump. Grant
sustained a severe case of shellshock. He was hospitalized in
France and brought back to the United Stafes on a stretcher.

On October 21, 1919, Grant was released from Fort Snelling
with an honorable discharge. His recovery from his war wounds
was slow, and he suffered many relapses, especially in the last
year of his life when the existence of another World War
brought back to him the sufferings he saw and experienced in
the first World War. y

In 1920 he obtained employment as an office worker in
Minneal{lolis. He was very conscious of the fact that his lack
of formal schooling was a handicap, and he took up the task
of self-education. Discovering a talent for figures, he immersed
himself in the study of mathematics. Later he entered the
construction industry, working his way up to the post of execu-
tive secretary of a large construction firm, then serving the

~ firm as branch manager in St. Louis and Washington, D. C.

Still later, he was employed as an expert estimator with a
plumbing supply company in St. Louis, where his expert knowl-
edge of the industry was frequently consulted by others,

A Victim of Capitalism, in Peace and War

Then came the economie crash of 1929. Grant, like millions.
of other persons, was thrown into the ranks of the unemployed.
In 1918 he had been a victim of the first imperialist World War.
In 1929 he became an economic vietim of that same system that
brought about the First and Second World Wars. He searched
everywhere for work, but no work was to be found.

In 1931 he brought his family back to Minneapolis. Their

savings were gone. The family went on relief.

How did it come about that he and millions of others wanted
to work but could find no work to perform? Grant asked
himself this question. He again applied himself to study. He
found' the system of capitalism to be responsible for the great

" ills of mankind. He found the answer in the working-class
movement. He came to understand the need for trade unions
and for trade union struggle. He came to see the necessity for
working-class political action. Fearlessly he threw himself into
the task of building the union movement, of strengthening the
workers’ political movement. He devoted the remainder of
his years to these tasks. He helped other workers find the
solution to their problems. .

In 1933 Grant finally landed a job as coal driver. He ap-
plied his knowledge. He was one of the pioneers who helped
launch the campaign to organize the Minneapolis drivers, who'
helped build that organization which later came to be known
as Local 544.

A Fearless Fighter for Labor

There is scarcely a worker in the city of Minneapolis today
who can compare his present wages and conditions with those
existing in 1933, without tealizing that he has bettered himself
to some extent, in some way, thanks to the far-reaching re-
sults of the work of Local 574 and later Local 544, The great
drivers’ strikes of 1934 drove the Citizens Alliance back into
the shadows and lifted the workers to their feet. Grant played
a big part in the sucecessful organization of the drivers. Seldom
in the forefront, so far as the public was concerned, Grant
made heavy contributions to his union. He served it as a skill-
ful organizer. He was especially versatile in committee work.
He played a brilliant role in presenting testimony on the work-
ers’ movement and the needs of the workers and the unemployed,

SWP Sends Expression of
Sympathy to Clara Dunne

The following is the message of condolence wired to Clara
Dunne, widow of Grant Dunne, by the National Plenum-Confer-
ence of the Socialist Workers Party held in Chicago last week-
end:

“As we mobilize for the struggle against the Roosevelt-
Tobin persecution, we honor the memory of Grant Dunne, prole-
tarian warrior who fell victim to capitalist persecution. We sha_re
your sorrow and grieve with your four sons who have lost their
father. We stand ready to do all we can to comfort and help
vou who have been the lifelong companion of our fallen comrade.”

to various governmental bodies in Washington. For years he
served the Federal Workers Section as its assistant from the
General Drivers Union. ?

Grant would always rise to his fullest stature at the time
when his organization was facing its greatest crises.

In the summer of 1934, when Governor Olson’s national
guards were on the streets of Minneapolis, were turning loose
the trucks with military permits, were breaking our strike, raid-
ing our strike headquarters, arresting our leaders and our pick-
ets, Grant more than any other person helped turn the tide
of battle. He appeared before the governor and before the col-
onels, forcing the release of the arrested union leaders, forcing
the guardsmen to evacuate the union headquarters.

All during these years Grant suffered periodically from
his war wounds. Often it was hard and sometimes impossible
for him to function.

Grant did the greatest individual service for me that any-
one ever performed. He picked me out from behind a coal pile
in 1933, where I was shoveling coal for 85¢ an hour, bewildered
and confused by life. Grant set my feet on the high road of the
workers’ political movement.

Grant Dunne’s Greatest Contribution

Grant has started hundreds of other workers on this same
path, the only path that leads to the ultimate solution of all

"We Shall Write His Name On The Banner Of His Union And His Party’’, Says Dobbs In .theral Address

our major problems. Grant has opened the eyes of hundreds
to the realities of our economic and political system. Through
these men Grant Dunne “will continue to.serve the workers’
movement until the final victory is won. This is his greatest
contribution to humanity.

In recent years, Grant has seen the world again enveloped
in another bloody war caused by the forces of imperialism. He
has seen the heavy hands of Roosevelt press on the working-
class, smaghing at every element of militancy in the movement,
driving the masses into war.

Grant had seen the deep injustices committed against his
union by Governor Stassen. He had observed the jackal role
played by Tobin, betraying the workers as he always has.

Grant saw. all the young men of the present generation
being shoved into the maw of the war machine. He saw the
Roosevelt administration lashing out against the union that
Grant belonged to and against the party, the Socialist Workers
Party, that Grant belonged to. He saw himself one of the vic-
tims of the vicious witch hunts that always precede and accom-
pany imperialist war. The government and the union bureau-
crats were persecuting, in Grant, a man who was himself a vie-
tim of the First World War, )

As Grant saw the approach of America’s entrance into the
bloody struggle for markets and colonies and profits, he looked
upon his three sons of military age. He thought of the suf-
fering this war might bring to them, as the earlier war had
brought to him. He sawy his first-born, Claire, a war baby, now
grown and about ready to march off to another war.

These sad burdens aggravated the wounds inflicted upon
him in mind and body at the Argonne. All of this was more than
he could bear.

We are gathered here to say our last farewell to Grant
Dunne, We shall cherish his memory, We shall love him for
the good he has done. Grant gave all that he had to give to the
cause that meant more to him than life itself. He risked his
life many times without giving it a second thought. He was a
good fighter.

We shall write his name on the banner of his union and
his party. And here at his funeral let us strike up once'‘again
the forward march to carry that banner onward — in spite of
everything — to the final victory of the workers and the free
world of emancipated labor. -

' Canadian Labor

Judge White-Washes Aluminum Trust

.these is the Industrial Disputes

Strike Struggles Answer Attempts of Boss
Government to Beat Down Workers’ Unions

CANADA — Despite the growing severity of government
attempts at repression, in the past six months Canadian labor
has made notable headway in cracking the boss front. Strikes
are flaring up and spreading. The Canadian workers are once
again, as in the days of ‘the Winnipeg Soviets after the last

war, awakening to their power.

The tremendous demand for

labor to operate the new British-American subsidized war in-

dustries has given the workers a*

new morale and confidence after !
ten years of unparalleled unem-
ployment and misery.

Thousands of workers hitherto
untouched by unionism are being
organized. This development is
especially significant because it
is occurring during war-time, in
the face of the patriotic lynch
campaign of the bosses and the
rigorous anti-labor measures of
the government.

The workers of Arvida, St.
Catherines, Hamilton, Nova Sco-
tia, and elsewhere, who have been
on strike within the recent per-
iod, have no constitutional guar-
antees of any sort to protect
them, such as the Bill of Rights
is supposed to afford the workers
in the United States, Although
the American government over-
rides the Bill of Rights and the
Declaration of Independence, as
in the present prosecution of the
Socialist Workers Party in Min-
nesota, still these documents do
exist and their principles are at
least formally recognized. Can-
adian labor has rights only to
the extent that it can gain them
in day-to-day struggle.

INDUSTRIAL
DISPUTES ACT

Since the outbreak of the war,
the Canadian government has put
into effect a number of oppres-
sive laws aimed at ham-stringing
labor. One. of the harshest of

Act now applicable to all vital
services, “vital services” being
interpreted to cover wirtually all
industry.

Not only must the workers, un-
der this act, arbitrate before tak-
ing strike action, but they cannct
even apply for arbitration before
1 conciliation board until they do
take a strike vote. By this- de-
vice, the unions are blocked from
getting any consideration for
their demands except when they
commit themselves in advance to
strike action.

This compulsory procedure
goes a long way toward blocking
strikes. It permits the concilia-
tion boards to dawdle and delay
often three and four months in
their decisions, long enough for
the bosses to exert their influ-
ence to demoralize the workers,
to earry out diseriminatory acts
against the most militant union
elements, to scatter a few crumbs

dividuals and to build company
urions.

Despite all this, the Canadian
workers have conducted many
large and militant strikes with-
in recent montks,

An example of the failure of
the Industrial Disputes Act to
curb militant strike action, is the
case of the werkers of Naticnal
Steel Car, Hamilton, Ontario.
These workers applied on Feb-
ruary 3 forv s board of conciiia-
tion to settl: cheir grievances.
It was not until March 10 that
the establishment of the board to
handle the case was announced.
Meanwhile, the company had
fired a number of union mem-
her.s.

On April 19, the board issued
an interim report recommending
the reinstatement of the union
local’s president, pending a final
award. The bosses refused the
reinstatement, and the workers
went out on strike April 26,

The government immediately
intervened and appointed a con-
troller over the plant. The con-
troller reinstated the fired union-

plants of other
even in plants of the same con- |

ists and the strike was called
off,

WON'T NEGOTIATE
WITH ANY UNION

But the government controller
refused to negotiate with the
union, just as the employers had,
in spite of a government Order-
in- Council directing employers to
do so.

*The conciliation board, on July

2, finally issued a staterment to
the effect that “the controller
advised the board he would not
enter into any negotiations or
collective bargaining with any
union, but stated he would ask
the employees to appoint a rep-
resentative committee.”

This had all the odor of an
attempt to establish a company-
union committee. So the work-
ers again went out on strike. To
avert further trouble, the govern-
ment was forced this month to
appoint a new controller and con-
tinue arbitration. But the powder
keg remains primed.

The National Steel Car strike
is but one of many similar strikes
in industrial Ontario and Quebeec,
involving thousands of workers
in key war indusiries, which have
occurred over the question of
union recognition.

by way of bribing the weaker in-
|

Other bitter conflicts have re-

sulted from the effort of the gov-
ernment to fix maximum wage
levels. At the very outbreak of
the war, the government issued
an order-in-council, P. C. 7440,
which declared:

“Wage rate levels established
by agreement or practice in any
industry or trade nationally or
locally during the period 1928-29,
or higher levels established there-

.after but prior to the date here-

of, shall be considered generally
fair and reasonable, etc. . .”

FREEZING WAGES

The anti-labor character of this
order was demonstrated in the
dispute last spring at the Peck
Rolling Mills, Montreal. These
mills are owned by the Dominion
Steel and Coal Corporation, which
also controls most of the Nova
Scotia coal mines that have been
paralyzed for the past 5 months
by slow-downs of gigantic pro--
portions.

The basic pay-rate at the Peck
Mills was 30.7 cents an hour, with
15 cents a day bonus. Fifty
per cent of the workers were
earning 32 cents an hour or less.

This was in contrast with the
rates of 40 to 46 cents an hour

id for the same type of work in
concerns, and

cern in Ontario and Nova Scotia.

The conciliation board found ,I
that 32 cents an hour was high- :
er than what was paid in the

same plant in the 1926-29 period
and therefore ruled against any
raise in pay for the Peck Mills
workers.

Sometimes, however, the gov-
ernment has been unable to aid
the employers within the limits
of this law, It then has to in-
troduce further measures to re-
inforce any. weak . spots in its
anti-labor legal armor.

This is illustrated by the gov-
ernment’s actions in the McKin-
non Industries strike at St. Cath-
erines. The McKinnon Industries
is a General Motors subsidiary,
but the St. Catherines workers
were receiving wages much be-
low wages paid GM employes in
the Oshawa and Windsor plants,
and as much as 20 cents an hour
less than workers get in GM’s
American plants,

After going through all the
long drawn-out procedure of ar-
bitration required by law, the St.
Catherines workers went out on
strike. As a result of material
shortages, the Oshawa GM pla;lt
discontinued operations, laying
off 5,000 workers.

MORE REPRESSIONS

The government thereupon is-
sued a new order-in-council. This
order declares that even after a
neiliation board brings in find-
ings unsatisfactory to a -union,

Fights War Repression

government takes a vote of all
the workers involved. The deci-
sion on what workers are involv-
ed is left to the Department. of
Labor.

In the St. Catherines case, it
may be held that the 5,000 work-
ers in Oshawa, 100 miles'‘away,
ire involved, ‘and ‘thit' théy ‘must"
first vote permission for the:3;:
500 St. Catherines workers to

Canadian Gov't
Deports CIO
Officer ¥

The Canadian government fs
all for “international solida’r-
ity” when it comes to support-
ing the war alliance of Ameri-
can and British imperialism.
But its hatred of internation-
al working-class solidarity has

.no bounds. n

The CIO NEWS, October 13,
reports that .CIO Vice-presi-
dent Reid Robinson, head of
the Int’l Union of Mine, Mill &
Smelter Workers, was arrest-
ed in Toronto, Canada, while
en route to address a union
meeting at Kirkland Lake, and
on October 9 was ordered de-
ported from Canada.

Reid Robinson “was virtual-
ly shanghaied by Canadian im-
migration officials and thrown
into the governor’s dungeon at
Toronto,” reports the CIO
NEWS, and adds:

“Refusing to let him com-
municate with his union or
with a lawyer, the Canadian
officials stripped and searched
him, then threw him into a cell
with 17 drunks.”

strike.  Although- the Minister
of Labor has stated that ‘this
measure is intended to prevent
one department or a small group
of “malcontents” (union men)
from tying up a wholé plant, the
order-in-council permits a much
broader interpretation, which will
no doubt be used against the
workers. Incidentally, all workers
who 'are absent from the voting
are considered by the government
as voting against the strike.

Severe penalties are decreed
for those who do not wait to go
through the labyrinth of strike
prevention regulations. Anyone
who is charged with “inciting”
or encouraging such an illegal
strike is liable to a fine of $500
or 12 months imprisonment or
both.

A few months ago the General
Electric workers in Toronto went
on strike after vainly attempting
to meet with the management.
Immediately, 14 shop stewards
were arrested and each fined
$20 a day for the seven days of
the strike, a total of $1,960. The
union’s president, C, Jackson, was

. The workers in the plant took

terned in a concentration camp
for the duration of the war.

ALUMINUM STRIKE

9,000 workers at Arvida, em-
ployed in the largest aluminum
plant in the world, recently went
on strike for five days. Not a
serap. of news appeared about
this strike in the press, although
the . plant was completely shut
down.
_ The Arvida workers escaped
‘the penalties imposed on the
General Eleetric workers only be-
cause the Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police were unable to pin re-
sponsibility for “inciting” the
strike on any individuals.
At a Royal Commission held to
investigate the Arvida stoppage,
the RCMP was unable to sub-
stantiate an accusation of the
Ministér of Supply that the strike
was the result of sabotage and
“fifth column’” activity. This was
an apparently spontaneous strike,
since there was no union involved.

the entire initiative in the action.
Moreover, it was shown that 18
per cent of the strikers had been
members of the conservative Na-
tional Catholic Syndicate of Alu-
minum Workers.

In this strike, Dominion troops
from the Valeartier military
camp were used against the strik-
ers. Neither Premier Godbout of
Quebec nor Minister of Justicé
Lapointe at Ottawa dared send
in the provincial or federal po-
lice for fear of alienating the
French-Canadian population by
use of force against French-Can-
adian workers.

The Minister of Defense, acting
under war-time powers, was fore-
ed to do the dirty work. The
Dominion government has since
passed an order-in-council permit-
ting the use of troops in the event
of a threatened curtailment of
production in any war industry.

MINERS’ SLOW-DOWN

The most important of all the
illegal strikes continues unabat-
ed. For five months now, 10,000
miners in the Nova Scotia coal
fields have been conducting a
slow-down strike. Coal produe-
tion has fallen 6,000 tons daily.
In one colliery, daily output has
been reduced from 1150 to 850
tons a day.

The government has so far
proved unable to stop this slow-
down. The government and the
mine owners are trying to pass
off this struggle as an internal
union dispute and not a wage is-
sue, because the action followed
the repudiation by the miners of
a contract signed by S. Barrett,
International Vice President of
the United Mine Workers of Am-
erica. The workers had not been
consulted in the negotiations nor

'|ing in power.

lIn Government’s Monopoly Suit

After four years of a trial

the contract. They have repudia-
ted both Barrett and his contract.

The Dominion government,
which in peace-time gave a $2,-
000,000 annual subsidy to the
Nova Scotia coal operators, is
aiding the Dominion Steel and
Coal corporation .in every way
possible to keep the workers from
gaining their just wage demands.
The government is permitting the
corporation to refuse lamps to
the slow-down miners in the hope
that this will provoke some form
of action which would serve as
an excuse to send in the troops,
and impose fines and internments.
On September 20, the workers of
some of the collieries agreed to
a 30-day truce on a promise by
the government and union offi-
cials that negotiations for wage
increases would be held.

CANADIAN LABOR
ON THE MARCH

The Canadian bosses are work-
ing overtime to halt the growth
of unionism. They have closed
the border to American union or-
ganizers; organized and armed a
vigilante group, The Frontiers-
men; and are finger-printing the
workers and trying to force them
to sign yellow-dog contracts. But
all in vain,

The Canadian trade union
movement is growing and gain-
This is a develop-
ment similar to that of the last
war, when, from 1917 to 1919,
Canadian trade union member-
ship grew from 205,000 to
375,000.

At the annual convention of the
Canadian Congress of Labor,
which is the amalgamation of
the Canadian CIO and All-Cana-
dian Congress of Labor, there
were 50 per cent more delegates
than last year. The Trades and
Labor Congress, though impeded
by jurisdictional disputes and a
rigid, conservative leadership, re-
ports a similar growth. The op-
pressive laws, intense patriotic
appeals, and the betrayals of the

against the Aluminum Co. of

America, Federal Judge F. G. Caffey has finally handed down’
a ruling completely white-washing this huge monopoly.

The Department of Justice had sought to “divide” Alcoa
into sub-companies; but such a proposal would in no way have
fundamentally changed the monopoly set-up of this vast Mellon

«interest. This is proved by the

classic case of the so-called “di-
vision” of the Standard Oil mono-
poly into fake “competitive” com-
panies; the Rockefeller interests
continued to control the various
“competing” groups and really
strengthened their monopoly.
Judge Caffey used a flimsy le-
gal trick of dividing the charges
into 36 sections, and then crassly
asserted that the vast mass of
evidence against Alcoa was not
definite enough on any one spe-
cific charge.

But the facts of the matter are:
Alcoa, headed by Arthur V. Dav-
is, and Aluminum, Ltd. of Can-
ada, manned by his brother, have
since their foundation in 1895
maintained a complete monopoly
of raw materials, patents and wa-
ter power rights for production
of aluminum. They secured the
passage of a tariff law to main-
tain their monopoly.

They own foreign waluminum
companies and dominate foreign
sources of bauxite (the mineral
raw material of aluminum). They
are a chief part of an interna-
tional cartel to divide the world
aluminum market between the
competitors in such a way as to
insure the profits of each com-
ponent national company.

They have spent millions of
dollars in propaganda, bribery
and pressure to prevent compe-
tition, to continue control of im-
portant water power {facilities.
They have consistently maintain-
ed a high price for aluminum and
restricted the quantity produced
in order to guarantee’ super-prof-
its.

Yet the tons of factual mate-
rials and testimony whichk were
adduced to prove this were all
thrown out the window by Judge
Caffey. Thus the courts do ser-
vice to the large monopoly-prof-
iteers. .

ONLY PROFITS
INTEREST ALCOA

One of the most important as-
pects of this trial against Alcoa is
the present shortage of aluminum
which is so vital to the war pro-

conservative union leaders have
not been able to halt the organ-
ization of the unorganized and

1 the union may not strike until the ' whisked away and has been in-

were tht_a‘y permitted to ratify

militant class struggles in Can-
ada‘ - el o nid

duetion of the Roosevelt govern-
ment: In the. past several years,
at the same time that one section

Capitalist Court Ignores Mountain of Evidence in Freeing
Nation’s Tightest Monopoly; Alcoa Controls Vital War Metal

Stettinius and other “dollar-a-
year” men were issuing lying
statements to cover up the threat-
ening aluminum shortage.

At a time when American ca-
pitalism is spending billions of
dollars for war materials, the Al-
coa policy of restricting output
in grder to maintain exorbitant
prices and of eliminating compe-
titors, has contributed to a dis-
ruption of the war effort.

The Truman Committee of the
Senate unearthed additional in-
farmation to prove this. As the
liberal correspondent I. F. Ston
declares: :

“The testimony before the
Truman Committee showed
that the Defense Commission,
'and later the OPM, seem to
have done their best to help
Aluminum Company hide the
true situation from the country
and to prevent the government
or other business concerys from
going into the production of
aluminum.”

Stone is interested in helping
the imperialist war plans as much
as possible. But what is impor-
tant from a working class stand-
point is that the very profit-
mongering handful of capitalists,
which is seeking to drag the
country into the imperialist war,
sabotages its own war efforts by
pursuing a policy of choking pro-
duction in the interest of mono-
polistic super profits.

Just as in the case of France,
where the aluminum companies
were selling tons of aluminum to
Germany for the production of
bombing planes, so here too the
big capitalists demonstrate that
they are not interested in fight-
ing faseism, but are only interest-
ed in profits for war materials,
and waging the war for more
profits.

Thus the action of the court
in whitewashing Alcoa and its
policies only gives further proof
of how the big capitalists run the
country and use the courts and
press to do their bidding, in their
own interests.

It is further proof: that the
only real way, the only success-
ful way to smash fascism is for
the American workers and farm-

ful of capitalist exploiters and
their agents and to establish a
Workers and Farmers Govern-
ment, based upon the needs of
the vast majority of the Amer-
ican people, that would really
wage a revolutionary working

Iof the government was trying to
show-'tl}wt Alcoa was a:monopoly,

class war against faseismi

ers to throw out this small hand- .
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-ments of the masses.

‘LABOR WITH A WHITE SETN °
I he CAJ\NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELR"
LABOR: WITH A BLACK
SR’IN‘ BRANDE

Negro S!ruggk

Je==—= By ALBERT PARKER

Stalinist Propaganda

Our comrades in Newark, N. J., have sent us
a copy of a leaflet issued by the Communist
Party in that city, entitled “A: United America
Can Defeat Hitler” and addressed primarily to
the Negro people.

In it the Stalinists follow' the example set by
the warmongering politicians who have taken ad-
vantage of Lindbergh’s Jew-baiting' speech in
Des Moines to try to make the war-mongers ap-
pear as advocates of racial equality and equal
opportunity.

But, as in many other fields, the Stalinist pro-
paganda is so crude and obvious in this leaflet,
which is quite typical of most Stalinist propa-
ganda, that it gives their game. away completely.

“One look at Hitler's friends in' this coun-
try shows that they are also the preachers
cf hatred for the Negro people. Lindbergh
and his pals are spreading the phony ‘ra-
cial’ theories which Hitler Kas spread ower
Germany. . . It is no accident that Southern
politicians like Senator Reynolds have lined

up with Hitler. They see eye to eye.”

Now certainly Reynelds is an' ememy of the
Negro people and of the whole labor movenient.
He has for many years been associated with the
red-baiting opponents of' the trade unions, and
was the organizer of a super-“patriotic” move-
ment knewn as the “Vindieators” which spent
most of its energy whipping' up- attacks onm for-
eign-born: workers. But in these' respects there
is: nothing to distinguish- him from most of the
other politicians from the poll-tax states of the
South.

‘There is only one thing that distinguishes him
from the other Southern congressman, and that
is that he belongs to the “isolationist” group,
rather than the interventionist. At the present.
time, he is willing, for the sake of building up
a pro-American fascist movement now and after
the war, to &ploit the honest anti-war senti-
He is of course no real
fighter against war; he stands wholeheartedly
for the preservation of the system of capltahSm
which causes war.

But when the Stalinists speak about Reynoldq,
workers will naturally ask themselves, “What
about the other Southern politicians who do not
pretend to be opponents of the war, who are as
a matter of fact, the most rabid advocates of the
war program in Washington? Where do they
stand on the racial question? With whom do
they see eye to eye?”

" The answer, of couvse,. is: wellsknown 16 the
Stalinists, who published it hundreds of times

only a few months ago when they were still op-
pesed. to the Roosevelt war program.

The Warmongers
And the Negroes

Who are these other Southern politicians who
are howling for the war? They are, almost to
a man, cut in the mold of Pepper, Dies, Connally,
et al. They are men who are elected year after
year only because they deny the great mass of
the workers, Negro and white, the right to vete.
They are the men who by threat of filibuster and
other kinds of pressure have prevented any kind
of anti-lynch legislation from being enacted by
Congress. '

Only recently, Pepper, that great advoecate of
a “war for democracy”, arose on. the floor of the
United States Senate to declare:

“Whatever may be written into the Con-
stitution, whatever may be placed upon the
statute beoks of this nation, however many
soldiers: may be stationed about the ballot
boxes of the Southland, the colored race will
not vote,”

What do the Southern warmongers think about:
the Jim' Crow laws of the South? What do- they
think: about the laws and customs that segregate
the Negro people in jobs, in chureh, in the armed
forees, in every economic and social sphere and
excludes them completely from: parhclpa:tion i
polities:?

To ask these questions is to anwer thenr. These
pro-war Southern politicians not only strengthen
and bolster segregation, but they are ready to
stage another eivil war if any serfous attempt is
made to destroy Jim Crowism. They did this
long before the name of Hitler was Keard of in
this country. Tliey intend to continue it long
after Hitler is gone and forgotten,

These people see eye to eye with Hitler too, or
perhaps it is more correct to say that Hitler sees
eye to eye with them. Not on the war, it is
true, but certainly on racial questions. To para-
phrase the Stalinists, “one look at Hitler’s” im-
perialist enemies “in this country shows that they
are alsofthe preachers of hatred for the Negro
people.” In this respect there is no difference
whatever between them and men like Reynolds.

The Stalinists try to get support for the war

by showing that the “iseolationists” are enemies
of the Negro people. That this is a false way of
posing the question is shown by the fact that
the interventionists are no less enemies of the
Negro people.

Only we, the Trotskyists, ean speak the truth
on this question. We are opposed to all the
enemies of the Negro people, and we don’t have
to try to defend any of them.

We cite their records not to win suppert for
a reactionary position, as the Stalinists do, but
to show the hypoerisy behind their protestations
about demoeracy and racial equality, and to show
how the Stalinists serve the cause of = certain
section of the ememies of the Negro people..

| organizer,

Famous American Labor Trials

STATE OF CALIFORNIA VERSUS MOONEY AND BILLINGS

BACKGROUND
OF THE CASE

In July, 1916, the United States
verged on war.. Wilson had heen
re-clected to the presidency on a
pacifist. program, but the Amer-
ican invasion of Mexico to pro-
tect American oil interests indi-
cated the actual tendencies of the
administration. Feeling for and
against war naturally expressed
itself strongly in class terms:
strikes and lockouts; open-shop
.drives; flourishing business for
strike-breaking agencies. The
“Ameriean Plan”
‘for a national open-shop poliey
:— was pushed by boss agencies.
" San Francisco was the seene of
‘a labor upsurge. Strikes tied up

|[the waterfront, restaurants, au-

‘tomebile: machine shops. The
»Chamber of Commeree at once
‘raised the “Red” issue and a howl
‘went up for an assault upon labor
‘unionism. This howl emanated
loudest from: the mouths cf the
‘owners of United Railroads —
‘econtrollers of San Franeisco traft
fic — and allied electric-power

‘'ees a campaign of union organ-

.| ization was gcing forward.

Charles' M. Fickert, a profane,
obscene, vicious ignoramus whose

| Stanford University associations

had enabled him to advance from
strike-breaking in the San Fran-
_cisco trucking industry to the Ca-
lifornia bar, was put into office
as publie prosecutor by United
Railroad money.

A 33-year-old left-wing labor
Thomas J. Mooney,
and his automobile-mechanic
friend, Warren K. Billings, were
mllltantly engaged in the organ-

‘ization of United Railroad's street

car employees. By July, 1916,
they had staged one abortive

| strike in their campaign.

On: July 10, the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce held a

‘notorious meéting to lay out al

— a faney term .

interests, among' whose employ- |

THOMAS J. MOONEY
i WARREN K. BILLINGS

Sentenced at San Francisco in Jan., 1917, to death
for Mooney and life imprisonment for Billings.

strategy which would smash u-
nionism in their city. Captain Ro-
bert Dollar here delivered himself
of the guiding slogan to symbol-
ize the “noble” work: “If a law-
abiding workingman is beaten up,
then beat up two strikers!”
Aroused to a fever of enthus-
iasm Dby such talk, the bosses ai
the meeting veted to raise $1,000,
000 for the canse of anti-unipnism.
A spectacular aspect o the plan

this demonstration was recogmniz-
ed by everyonsz in the city. Lile-
rals condemmned- it for its “mili-
taristic” import;.the labor unmions

“open-shop  parade.” Business
clubs, veterans’ organizations;
some non-union workers and the:
jingoistic public officials joined
the Clhamber of Commerce in sup-
port of it.

Great tension and feverish exci-
tement were whooped u'p and de
veloped to a pdint of mass hyste-
ria by the day of the parade. In
the two weeks preceding July 22,
*more than 200 notes — all writ-
ten by the same obviously de-

by various individuals, threaten-
ing disaster and violence if the
parade were held. No attempt to
find the writer was made by the
_police.

At 1:30 P. M. the parade swung
out of the IXmbarcadero inio
Market Street. At 2:06, a bomh
went off at Market and Steuart
Streets, killing 10 people (6 out-
right) and injuring 40, including
on-lookers as well as paraders.
The bomb was evidently a home-
made instrument of relatively

small force (as bombs g0), but its
actual composition could never bé

was to be a “Preparedness Day
Parade.”
BASIS OF THE
FRAME-UP

July 22 was chosen for the
great pro-war, anti-lahor pa
rade. The provocative nature ol

unanimously denounced' it as anr

mented person — were eceived |

By Lydia Beidel
determined; for, at 3:30, the poliee
turned a fire-hose on the street
and sluiced dowar the sewers every
speck of materiul evidence  experts
might' have used to- egtablish the
origin: of the bemb

THE ARRESTS

A certain Martin- Swansgon, ex-
Pinkerton man employed at the
time of the bomb outrage as, pri-
vate idetective for the * United
Railroads, had for some time had.
Mooney and Biilings constantly
ghadowed. On. the 23rd of July,
Swanson appeared at Fickert's ot-
fice and was hired. as a speeial’
investigator
Day case.

Immediately, tlie tome of the
horrer stories. about: the bombing
took: on & new towe. “Ananrchists’,
“fanatics,”” “laber terrorists” he-
gan tobe featureds. A huge reward:
was offered: for the one who could:
do most to stop “anarchy.’” After
several days of well-planned- anti.
labor. hysteria:vousing, three ar-
rests were.made and it was an-
nounced that Mooney and his wife,,
also sought for arrest, had: fled.

The arrested were Edward No-
lan and Israell Weinberg, both:
friends of Movney and asseclat-
es in: his labor activities,
Warren: K. Biilings{ who was: anr
rested at Lane Hespital, wlhele:
Swanson knew hie had an appoinu-
ment (for trestment for & minor:
ailment). None . of the arrested
offéred. any resigtance. All were
held incommunidaio.

Mooney and- lils' wife, on vaca-
tion at ;Montesane; Calit'ornja,
read: of their having “fled arrest”
as they were rowing on a river

they walked to tle nearest tele-

Francisco chief of poelice of their
return. by the first available train
Upon their arrival’ i the @ity
they were arrested without war:
rants and alse lield incommunk
cado.

THE TRIALS ..

On August 2, anﬁi}dietment for
nine murders each,,was. .brought

‘againgl the prisoners. The trial

on the Preparedness

and:|.

Still: dressed iw' Bathing  suits: |

graph office and wired the San |

was set for six weeks later.
newspupers inegeased their
against “labor terrorists” and
“anarchists,” remembering sud-
-denly that Mooney had olice writ-
ten an article for amn anarchist
‘paper, The Blast.

Billings was brought to trial
first. It was expected that convic-
tion: in his casge would hasten
conviction: for: Mooney. Billings

howl

for h-’wing alicgediy transportea.

ce and had been convicted; this.
record was held ‘against him now
A string of “fixed” witnesses was
Brought to testify; but the pro
seoutor, mistrusting his own case,
did not ask, for death . although
the charge was serious enough to
‘warrant his doing’ so. The jury
‘alfter a few hours! deliberation
returned a verdiet of guilty, anc
I Billings was sentenced to-life im-
.':pari‘sdnme_ﬁt.

Mboney's trial began on Jan
‘uary’ 3, 1917. The prosecutor, de-
termined’ to get a death sentence
far his ‘prisenen, spent a good
‘deal of tinte and energy building
his case. A fantastic theory was
concocted, invbl\-‘ing the moving
of Weinberg's taxi loaded with
five persons 4and a suitecase full
of dynamite against the stream
of the parade for three-quarters
of a: mile, the placing of the suit-
case against & wall and the rapid
eseape of ail five eriminals
througzh a dense mass of human-
ity.

Although it was obvious from
the testimony presented Dby the
progecution that every move ol
the two important prisoners was
known to Swanson and Fickerr,
:not one single detective took the
stand te testify to the wherea-
boeutis of the men on the day of
the bomb outrage.

the witnesses for the prosecution
mutually contradictory in many
instances;, but: the people theni-
' selves who  appeared te do their
bit for Fickert and the Chamber
of Commerce were an amazing
a. prostitute;, a,..convicted
the unbalanced inmate

| perjurer;

The draftees are learning
democratic institution.

“Discipline”

By A DRAFTEE
A great many draftees entered the Army with the 1]]L1510n ' Army and is punishable By se-
‘that they were gomg to be trained to defend democr.lcy
are fast' learning differently, and it is the Army regime itself |
which is educating-them to a considerable extent on this score.

"lheyl

that the Army itself is not a
is the incessant theme of

the officer ecorps,
Army’s justifieation for attempt-
ing a totalitarian regimentation
‘of the draftee’s life.

The foundation of that bourge-
ois “democracy”, which we are
told we are preparing to defend,
is freedom. of expression, But
freedom. of expression is non-ex-
istent in the Army. That is the
first thing impressed upon us
‘when. we enter the Army. Upon
‘being indueted, we were warned
.against ‘“‘agitators’” and told to
report men who are “beefing”.
More recently, we were instruct-
‘ed not to talk to “outsiders”, not
.even to members of our own fam-
ilies about. the conditions we face
in camp. “It is none of their
business,” is the official Army
wiewpoint. The draftees who gave
the information which formed the

| basis of the articles on army con-

.ditions in Life and other maga-
zines have been viciously con-
‘demned by the officers.

The official army regulations
are so designed as to throttle any
attemipt of the draftees to speak
‘out for improved conditions. Any
concerted action of this sort
would result in courts martial, as
a violation of the Axrticles of
War, and the imposition of se-
vere punishments.

OFFICERS TRY TO KEEP
FACTS FROM THE PUBLIC
The officer caste is particular-
Iy fearful of any movement
'amongst the civilian population
‘designed to aid the draftees. In
order to prevent knmowledge of ex-
isting Army conditions becomring
‘ublic and thereby arousing civi-
lian support for the draftees, the
Army leaders are trying to im-
pose a complete censorship on the
‘draftees., We hope that the effect
'of this censorship will not lead

there is no need for such a civi:
‘lian movement. There is.
p .

and it is the®

the outside public to think that |

this line, I hope the MILITANT |
will continue its efforts to enlist
the support of the trade unions.

7f more assistance to us. Per-
haps some unions ecould be in-
terested in the setting up of in-
dependent committees to investi-
gate conditions in the Army
camps.

One of the restrictions which

criticize government officials and
policies, The men, however, vio-

'The Ianguage of the MILITANT
is mild in comparison with the
terms used by many draftees in
denouncing the war-moﬁgﬁring
officials. In some cases that I
know of, soldiers have been
thrown in the guardhouse when
they made the mistake of con-
demning the President in the
presence of officers.

A draftee violates Army reg-
ulations when he writes a letter
to a Senator or Congressman
-complaining. about conditions or
protesting proposed legislation
affecting his welfare. It has been
one of the greatest shocks to
the draftees to learn that the ex-

‘orusc of even this simple, 1.ght

T citizenship is prohibited in the

| listen to certain types of pohti-|
cal propaganda, and in the same |
fashion as® Hitler compels the|
 German: people to listen to his|
' propaganda.

'No other outside force could be

' particularly galls the men here |

Class Rule in Army Shows It
Will Not Fight For Democracy

vere penalties.

“EQUALITY” IN ARMY

The totalitarianism of the Ars
my extends not only to what we
i may not speak about eor lsten
‘to, but alse to what we- mwust|
I listen to. We are compelled ilo

I have reference
specifically to- the faect that we
were forced to listen to a radio
broadeast: by the  Seeretary of
War on the oceasion of the ex-
tension of the draft term.

is the prohibition of the right to |

late this rule on every occasion.'

ocratic principles which is viola-

[ted in the Army is that which |
“gll men are created |

declares
free and equal.” The MILITANT
‘has already presented a wealth
of evidence as. to the criminal
 treatment of Negroes in this ar-
my of “demoeracy”. There also
is a caste division set up between
the white officers and the white
'scldierss. There are rigid rules
,concerning. the saluting of offi-
'cers and prohibiting soldiers and

 officers drinking together or hav- |

ing any social relations, all de-
signed to create “discipline”.
That the Army must employ
such: measures is prvoof in itself
that the officials know that the

draftees cannot be disciplined by
the only effective means, the con-

victicn that they are fighting in

JAMES P.

Along:

Fifth Annual Series of the Twm Cal'y

Sunday Forum
opens on

Sunday, October 19, ot 3 P. M. it

National Secretary, SWP
speaking on:

WHY ARE WE ON TRIAL?

919 MARQUETTE AVENUE, MINNEAPOLIS. MINN.

CANNON

Another one of the Basic dem- |

¢| indirect in

a cseuse which is in their inter-
ests.

s'mw\rmr OF  THE OWNFWRSHIP.
 MANAGEMENT, (IREULATION, ETC,

REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CON-

GRESS: OF AUGUST 24 1912.

Of THE. MILITANT published waekly
at- New York, New York for October 1,
1941, State of New York Cbunty of New
CYork.

Before me, a wotary public in and for
the State and conuty aforesaid, person-
ally appeared Lydia Beidel, who, hav-
ing Been duly sworn according to law,
deposes and says that she is the business
manager of the MILITANT and that
vttt tollowing is, to the best of her
tknowledge and pellef, a true statement
"of the ownership, manazement (and if a
«daily paper. the cireolation), ete., of
Cthe aforesaid pubiication for the date
‘shown in the above caption, requived by
‘thet Act of Awgust 24, 1012, embedied in
gection 411, Postal Laws and Regula-
|tions, printed’ on the reverse of this
form, to wib:
¢ Publisher THE MILITANT PITBLISH-
ING AS8S80., 118 University Place.

Editor. FELIX. MORROW

Rusiness Managers LYDIA DEIDEL

2. 'That the owner is: (If o-ned by a
‘corporation, its name and addresss must
| ba-- stated and also Immediately there-
under: the names amd address: of stock-
holders owning or heolding one per cent
or more of total amount of stock, If not
owned by a corporation, the names and
addreas of the Individual owners must
be-given.
cor other unincorporated concern, its
name and aditess. as well as those of
ezrl individuwal: meinber; must be given).

MILITANT PURBLISHING ASSOCLA-
TEON, 1ig University Plare,

FELIX MORROW, 116 Universitw Pl

LYW A BETDET, 118 University Plare,

3. That the known bondhelders, mort-
gages,. and other security holders own-
‘g ot holding 1 per ernt or more of total
securities are: (If there are none, so
atate.)

NONE,

4, That the two paragraphs next ahove
giving the names of the owners; stoelk-
helders, and security holders. if any.
eontain not only the list of stockholers
and security Tholders as they appear
upan the bhooks nf the comnany hut also,
in cases where the stockholder or se-
curity haledr appears upon the books
‘of the company as trustee or in any
other fiduciary relation. the name of
the persnn or corperation for whom surh
trustes is acting, is given; also that the

o said two parevgranphs eontain statements

embracing aff'ant’s full knowledre and
| belief as tn the cireumstances and con-
ditfons under which stockholders
serurity holders = ho do not annear upon
the books of th: compeny m8 trmstees,
Wald atock and securlties in a caparity

-| otlter than that of a bona fide owner:

and this af{fisnt has no reason to believe
that any other person, association, or
corvoration has any  interesat irect or
the suid stocle. bonds, or
athier securitirs than as so nated b
4 o

LYDIA BETPET, Business §Menarer,
Sworn to and subscribed before me
Cthiss 200 day of September 1941

TRVING SCHERR. Notary Publie.

The | of a

charity lodging house who
died later with $83,000 on his per-
son; two religions maniaes with
a’ “giit-of-tongues”; a syphilitic
convicted wifle deserter; and a
weak-minded derelict who was
later condemned by another court
as a “psychopathie liar.”

The cream of the crop, however,
and the star wiiness: for the sta-

explosives on a public conveyan-|

te, was one Frank C. Oxman, an

1 | L g 1
had once belort been put on triall honest Oregon cattleman” whose

wide-open-weather-beaten counten
ance and homely drawl seemed
“the very essence of unimpeach-
able integrity. Me claimed he not
only

and the rest. get out of a taxi

and place a =uitcase against the |-

wall o? a building, but he even—

with a foresight evidently pecul-|

iar to Oregon cattlemen — took
‘the license number of the taxs;
‘it was, “of course”, Weinberg's
car! '

Oxman’s testimony cinched the
cage. The jury took it and short-
1y returned with a verdict ot
guilty pumishable by death by
hanging.

Hardly had the echo of the
sentence died when Oxman was
disclosed as a perjurer
highest order.

been actually in Woodland, Ca-
lifornia until nine minutes after
the explosion occurred. He had
done his best tu persuade a friena
to perjure himself by substantiai-
ing his story but the friend had
declined, It was this friend’s hor-
ror at the verdict that made him
denounce Oxman. The labor u-
nions of Illinois (where the friend
lived) took up the fight to dis-
close Oxman’s criminality and led

the fight to have the man tried |

Not only was the tesctimony of

‘that

If owned by a firmo,. company, |

amount of bonds mortgages. or other |

amid”

and convicted of subornation
of perjury and perjury.

Rena Mooney, Nolan and Wein-
berg were released finally after
spending a year or more in prison
without having been convicted,

WORLD PROTEST
Now began the twenty-one-year

fstm'ggle of organized labor in

every part of the world to open

‘the jail: deor for Mooney and Bil-

lings. So loud and demonstrative
a protest. rose immediately upon
the convietions that first the
governor of Cailifornia,was fore-

‘ed to issue a reprieve of Mooney &

death <«entence from October to

‘December 13, 1918 and later to
‘'commyiute the sentence to life im-

prisonment,

President Wilson was forced to |
clemeney since the |,
“assumeaq |

intercede for
case had; as hie put it,
an international importance.” Two
government eommissions were ap-
pointed to review the case and

each reported that the evidence |

did not warrant conviction. A

‘attempts on the part of the de-
fense to have the case reversed|

or to effeet a pardon met with
failure.. Ag in the Saeco and Van-
zetti cases to follow, the bourgeois
state machine was stubborn in its

determination not to permit labor |

to win a victory..

THE PARDONS

By 1938 the Moeney-Billings
case had hecome so outstanding
an issue that the gubernatorial
elections in California featured

‘promises made by the candidates
‘coneerning their beliavior towara
the two famous prisemers if they |
‘were eleeted, Culbert L. Olson, |

who was elected, had promised
the 7release of American

labor's two most famous living

prisoners would be one of his first |
On January |

administrative acts.
7, 1989, Mooney left his prison
cell; followed on October 17, by
his fellow worker, Billings.
Thus did Mooney and Billings,
victims of the anti-labor, pro-war
bosses: in Worid War I, finaliy

gain their freedom on the eve o*|
World War TI.

1/, by ALBERTGoLDiA
9_.....
Pioneer Publishers
118 University Place
: N‘ew Yo.rlk_ City

u’, ' Admission l0c.

LT R

"(My coramission expires March 30 1942),

saw  Mconey and Billingr |

of the:
Not only had 1.
.| not seen. the hombing, but he had

T

Petty Bourgeois

Opposition Shows
Its Bankruptcy

By JACK WEBER

It would be hard to find a more hewildered
group of individuals today than those who split
away from the Socialist Workers Party to form
their own little organization, the so-called Work-
ers Party. The September issue of their theore-
tical organ, the New International, contains a
“Manifesto” on the War in Russia. We call at-
tention to it here in order to illustrate once again

. the utter political bankruptey which results when

events catch up with utterly false theories,

You will look in vain for any explanation of
the war in terms of “Russian imperialism”, or
Stalinist “imperialism”, the “idea” that motiva-
ted this group to form its own party. Forced to
recognize:: the most obvious faets, the manifesto
waxes almost lyrical concerning the fight of the
masses against fascism:. This, we are told
takes place in spite of Stalin and all his works.
But the Lebruns and Co. are not to be moved!

The main question that faces every conscious
political person at the present time is: what
stand should be taken on the war? In a mani-
festo devoted to the war in Russia, surely one
would expect a simple, clear answer to this sim-
ple clear question. In truth, however, the mani-
festo is written precisely with an eye to evad-
ing this question, and to swt all-comers.

“Whatever may be the end of the Russo-Ger-
man war, the regime of the Stalinist burveracy
is doomed. Russian vigtory against Hitler would
only be made possible by a profeund revolution
of the masses and the consequent restoration of
the conquests of October and of the rights and
benefits to the Russian working class that the
Bolshevik revolution sought to give them in-its
beginning.” And prior to this statement we have:
“In the Soviet Union, more than in any other
country, victory in case of war will be assured
mainly by the power of its ideals, by the inter-
national solidarity of the workers, by the revolu-
tionary prospects in other countries, and not by
the Russian guns, tanks and planes alone.” But
for reasons that are clear only to the WP, Stalin
alone is made custodian of the revelutionary pro-
cess. “These ideological weapons have been
squandered by Stalin.” Hence we must discard a
vain hope,

The “Logic” of the Petty-Bourgeosie
'One would suppose that with these as the prem-
ises for Soviet vietory, there could be ne two
choices in the matter: one must be for the vie-
tory of the Soviet Union at all costs, for even
with victory Stalin is doomed, Shall we at least
make the effort to meet these conditions for the
advarnice of the workers’ revolution? We quote
the logic: of the manifesto on this crucial peint.
We have omitted ne step. in: the reasoning; noth-
ing is left out. “If this fails to come, what the
Soviet Union may expect is defeat by Hitler’s
guns or, possibly, dismemberment even in ease
of an Allied victory. There is therefoere no place
in this war for defense of the present Soviet
regime under Stalin’s dictatorship”. How did
this, conclusion sneak in? '
Truth to tell, the writer forgets what he wrote
from one sentence to the next. Having been in-
formed that the Stalin regime is doomed no mat-

ter what the outeome of the war, we go back

and read this interesting' bit of argumentation:
“If the bureaucratic gang were able to go through
the whole process ‘of the present war uninjured,
then the establishment of a4 new social class,
based on a collective form of property, would be
the clearly visible culmination of Russia’s politi-
cal and economic evolution.” This cannot be.
Nevertheless, the writer then bases his conelu-
sions on preecisely this bit of conditional reason-
ing that simply cannot be. Hitler's victory will
accomplish- (for the working' class;, if the writer

‘is to be understeod) one great: progressive task;

namely, the destruction of the Stalinist totalit-
arian regime.

The End-Product of Soviet B'efeatssm

When it comes to obscurantism, the writer of
the manifesto yields nothing to Hitler. Covered
over under these phrases is the desirability of a
Russian defeat because it will overthrow the Sta-
linist regime. One would suppose that the ver-
iest child would understand that this means kili-
ing not only the Stalinist regime but the 0,(:-
tober Revolution as well.

To get around this fact the manifesto resorts
to the purest form of mysticism. Hitler’s vie-

tory will at the same time mean his defeat!

How come? The Russian proletariat will then
revive, Hitler having' rendered them the proper
aid for the purpose by getting rid of Stalin. In-
credible, but here it is: “Assaulting Russia, the
most he can do, besides getting some immediate
material advantages in case of an over-powering
but transient victory, is to destroy a decayed
regime and crush Stalinism. But the Russian
land in its immensity will absorb his exelusively
military victory and meanwhile the people, who
are tempered by .the traditions of their great
revolution and brought up in anti-faseist hatred,
are immune from internal poisoning by means of
assimilation of the conqueror’s ideology. By de-
stroying with his guns the Stalinist totalitariam
regime, Hitler, like the sorcerer’s apprentice of
the fable, will have set loose the forces of his-
tory, bringing forth the torrents of revolution.”

If the Russian workers were unable by them-
selves to throw off the Stalinist incubus, just
how will they be enabled to throw off the more

powerful Hitler after his complete dispersal of |

all Soviet forces and institutions? Please do not
expeet any kind of answer from the manifesto.
Its thinking is on a plane all its own, following
no laws of either ordinary logic or of dialectics,,
but a schematism that fits an unreal world. The
question remains: aside from canvassing, even
in its own peculiar way, all the possibilities of.
vietorv or defeat, is the WP, for or against Rus-
sian victory, or is it completely indifferent? Only

. shame-faced cowardice keeps the manifesto’ from
' giving' a simple answer to this simple question.

s i




b W“"?‘W“wm s

O e o e

R S e o0 B e o S et R

%

e R S e T i R g SRR e s b ol et TR TR S S S b e SR i e R T e T s

]

THE MILITANT

gt e M o R e e S e SR e S

OCTOBER 18, 1941

rue:MILITANT

Formerly the SOCIALIST APPEAL

YVol. V.—No. 42 Saturday, October 18, 1941

Published Weekly by
THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASS'N
at 116 Unlversltr l'lnm New York, N. X.
T in 4-8547
Editor:
FELIX MORROW

Business Manager:
LYDIA BEIDEL

Subscriptions: $2.00 per year; $1.00 for six monthas
Poreign: $3.00 per year, $1.60 for six months. Bundle
wrders: §3 cents per copy in the United Statea; 4 oents
per oopy in all foreign ceuntries. Single copiea: b eenta

“Reent . { class matter February 13, 1941
e T N, o Bane Tao et o
March 3, 1879.”

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers

" drafted into the army.

3. Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars.

5. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operatmn under workers’ control.

6. For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

7. Workers Defense Guards against vig-

- ilante and fascist attacks.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on.
the Trade Unions. '

9. A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment.

Govern-

What The Prosecutions

Cannot Accomplish

“The party has been killed recently, which no
doubt accounts for its extraordinary activity.
There is nothing that helps the Socialist movement
so much as receiving an occasional death blow.
The oftener it is killed, the more boundless, the
more active, the more energetic it becomes.”

These words were spoken by Eugene V. Debs
in his famous Canton Spetch oH June 16, 1918,
the speech expressing his uncompromising opposi-
tion to World War 1 for which he was placed on
trial before a federal court in Cleveland and sen-
tenced to ten years in jail.

Debs’ words apply just as well today to the
situation of our party.

Next Monday, October 20 (by a coincidence
the fifteenth anniversary of the death of Debs),
28 members of the Socialist Workers Party and of
Motor Transport and Allied Workers Industrial
Union, Local 544-CIO, will face a federal judge
in Minneapolis for their opposition to imperialist
World War II.

The first national meeting of Trotskyists since
the indictment was held in Chicago on October
11-12. 1f the government expected, by the blow
it struck in indicting the 28 defendants to cow or
demoralize or frighten the Socialist Workers Party,
it received only a surprise and a disappointment.

For not only was this Plenum-Conference the

largest ever held by the American Trotskyist

movement, but also the most enthusiastic, the most
determined, the most spirited. g

This was not because the delegates light-minded-
ly underestimated the seriousness of the imposing
machine arrayed against them.

The delegates took this fully into consideration,

but they looked deeper than the surface, and they
were not dismayed by the government’s prosecu-
tion's because they saw in them not a sign of the
strength, but of the desperate weakness of a de-
caying capitalist system. P

The representatives of this dying social order

may try, and they may succeed, in imprisoning or
otherwise removing some of its opponents. But be-
cause their system can produce only war and fas-
cism and hunger, they can never destroy the op-
position to that system itself.

The Socialist Workers Party, of course, does
not desire prosecutions. But neither is it afraid of
them, and neither will it back down on a single
thing it stands for-because of them. This was
shown by the spirit and decisions of the Chicago
Plenum-Conference. _
the conduct of the defendants in the Minneapolis

~court room, and by the future party activity.

] L} ; I | | |}
Discarding A Fiction

Roosevelt has taken another major step to
drag this country into the imperialist war, by
demanding the repeal of that section of the Neu-
trality Act which bars the arming of American
merchant ships.

As in almost every other instance when Roose-

velt has sought Congressional action, this. latest
step is intended merely to give legal sanction to
measures he has already taken.

American merchant ships — under cover of Pan-
ama registry — are already travelling armed on
the high seas. It has been revealed that the Pink
Star, which was recently sunk, was one of these
armed ships.

" The arming was done secretly on orders of the

It will be further shown by~

Navy Department Scotes of other ships — how
many is not exactly established, but it is known
to be a large number — have been similarly armed.”

It is by such tricks ‘and evasions that the Ad-
ministration has consistently violated the clearly
established intent of the Neutrality Act, which has
not yet been repealed.

In calling for the amendment of the Neutrality
Act to permit arming of merchant ships, Roose-
velt is simply discarding one more legal fiction.

From first to last, Roosevelt has regarded the
Neutrality Act with utmost cynicism. He has
permitted it to be flagrantly violated, and has
aided and abetted these violations.

So long as he was able to carry out his war-like
measures within the framework of the Neutrality
Act, Roosevelt preferred it. If the Act did not, in
fact, prevent him from sending arms to belliger-
ents in American ships, if it did not prevent him
from arming merchant vessels or taking all the
other steps he has taken to involve this nation in
the imperialist war, that was all to the good. Then
the fiction of “neutrality” was useful in conceal-
ing hIS war designs behmd a screen of “peaceful
intent.”

But the Neutrality Act no Ionger serves this
purpose for Roosevelt. It has become an impedi-
ment to him. He is preparing for all-out war, and
soon.

So, as fast as he is able, Roosevelt is scuttling
even the legal fictions of the Neutrality Act. In
the meantime, he continues to arm American mer-
chant ships — under a Panama flag.

How the CP’Aids’USSR

The terrible losses and . defeats in the Soviet
Union — ‘which make it clearer than ever that
Stalinism is incapable of leading the workers state
to anything but disaster — have had but one ef-
fect on the Communist Party in the United States:
to intensify and deepen their support of the Roose-
velt war program as the only means of defending
the Soviet Union.

In a single day, for example, on Fnday, Oc-
tober 10, the Stalinists came out with the demand
that the United States enter the war (“Open the
Western Front as the joint military undertaking
of America and Britain”) ; threw their full weight
behind the drive to shackle the labor movement
to the war machine (“Anything that interferes
with production of needed war ‘supplies — whether
as a result of strikes or of delays by the employers
— can only help Hitler and weaken the defense
of the United States”); and withdrew their own
mayoralty candidate in the New York City elec-
tions in favor of the union-buster LaGuardia.

The Stalin regime in the USSR has staked all
its hopes on ‘aid’ from the ‘democratic’ imperial-
ists, and has shaped all its policies accordingly.
It has refused to make any, kind of appeal to the
German masses to overthrow capitalism and es-
tablish a Soviet Germany — the policy of revolu-
tionary war successfully followed by Lenin and
Trotsky in the early and dark days of the work-
ers state. The Kremlin has not even'dared to prom-
ise the German workers that it will fight side by
side with them against another Versailles treaty
and by silence on this question has permitted Hit-
ler to hold on to the demagogic weapon that wins
support for his war in Germany.

The Stalinists'in this country are not carrying
on their warmongering, anti-labor activities be-
cause they like imperialist war or because they get
pleasure out of strike-breaking. It is simply that
they are implementing and supporting Stalin’s re-
actionary line and its American off-shoots.

And the American working class will hold the
Stalinists responsible not only for their vicious
domestic policy, but also for the part they are
playing in helping Stalin to lead the Soviet Union
to the very brink of catastrophe.

WhitewashingJimCrow

“Col.  Charles B. Elliot, commander of the na-
tion’s largest army camp at Fort Bragg, N. C,
has been removed after his flagrant anti-Negro
policies led to the needless death of a Negro and
white soldier,” says an editorial entitled “A Vic-
tory for Negro Rights — and National Defense”
in the Daily Worker of Oct. 11.

But this was not a victory for Negro rights —
it is only an attempt by the Stalinists to win sup-
port among Negroes for the Roosevelt war pro-
gram by distorting the facts to make it appear
a victory.

Elliot carried out consistent anti-Negro policies
while he commanded Fort Bragg, and it was these
policies, not Elliot alone, which were responsible
for the murder of Private Ned Turman, Negro
draftee whose last words after defending himself
against brutal attacks by military police were
“I'm going to break up you MP’s beating us col-
ored soldiers!”

And this policy was not originated by Elliot,
it was only carried out by him. This Jim Crow
military policy came from a higher source even
than the officer commanding the fort — it came
from Washington, from the office of the command-
er-in-chief of the armed forces, from Roosevelt
himself, that great “democrat” whom the Stalin-
ists now support.

Further proof that this was no victory for Ne-
gro rights lies in the fact that while Elliot was
dismissed from command of Fort Bragg, he was
not dismissed from the army. He was only trans-
ferred to”another fort, where he will be able to
continue to carry out the same practices and poli-
cies he carried out at Bragg.

* All the whitewash in the world will not be able
to hide the truth that Roosevelt is determined to

.use only a Jim Crow army in his crusade for

‘‘democracy”. It was so before the Nazi-Soviet
war began; it is so today. The only difference is
that the Stalinists exposed it before and they try
to cover it up now, '’

“Why We Left The Petty
Bourgeois Opposition”

(The following statement, which we publish in
condensed form, was issued at the recent conven-
tion of the so-called Workers Party, the petty
bourgeois oppasmon which split from the SWP
last year. The statement is signed by twelve
former WP members who conducted a struggie
within this organization for the defense of the
Soviet Union and for the principles of Trotsky-
ism,

These twelve revolutionists are predominant-
ly factory workers. Among them are trade union
organizers and officials. All these party activ-
ists and serious militants, after announcing their
resignation, affirmed their intention to join the
ranks of the SWP, where all sincere revolution-
ists belong, and where they can always find their
place). '

A year and a half ago, together with the pres-
ent leadership of the Workers Party — defections
excepted — we took the responsibility for split-
ting the revolutionary movement in America, We
did this with the firm conviction that we were
following the path of revolutionary Marxism
and were acting in the best interests of the world
proletarian revolution.

Today, we find that not only were we serious-
ly mistaken, but'that the Workers Party has
traveled -so far from Marxism, that it is in a
deep, insoluble internal crisis. At this point it
must either run its course to complete revision-
ism or fall apart from its own centrifugal force. . .

The attitude of any group in the working class
movement towards the Russian Revolution, the
character of the Soviet state and the defense of
the USSR from imperialist attack is the touch-
stone of its attitude toward all fundamental, prin-
cipled problems confronting the international
working class. More than once has this been said
and proved but it is doubtful whether it has had
a more eloquent confirmation than the course of
the Workers Party since the outbreak of the
Soviet-German war. . .

Under the impact of this blow, the superficial
cohesiveness of the Workers Party has been shat-
tered and its internal state of chaos revealed. . .

Before the Soviet-German war, the dissident
tendencies expressed themselves within the Party
thus: First, in the shameful desertion of Burn-
ham, a leader of the Opposition (and, incidental-
ly, - originator of the political theories which are
today making the: greatest headway within the
| Party). Then, in the defection of a crude op-
portunist tendency among the youth, the Sher-
manites, who made their way in a single leap
from the Workers Party to the political degen-

debate between the P. C. and MacDonald, who
finally gave up trying to disprove Trotsky’s pre-
dictions as to his fate and, joined Burnham in
political oblivion. And throughout this entire
period, all the tendencies vied with one another
in a hasty retreat from the fundamentals of
Marxism as they-have been accepted and under-
stood historically in the revolutionary movement.

Since the Soviet-German war, the Party has
entered a new stage in the perpetual internal
struggle. In the National Committee, there are
no less than four separate tendencies — all rep-
resenting a retreat from the basic doctrines of
Marxism and Leninism.
CURRENT TENDENCIES

Carter, who reportedly has a large following
in New York and thereby in the national organ-

in posing the question of the character of the
USSR as the fundamental question and then pro-
ceeds to discard virtually everything else of sig-
nificance in Trotsky’s writings and theories.
Aside from the fact that he still remains in the
movement ‘while Burnham is out, Carter has no
other differences with his ideological mentor. He
holds the entire revisionist concept of Burnham.
It is only a matter of time before he is faced
with Burnham’s admitted choice: win the party
over to revisionism or leave it. Unlike Burn-
ham, Carter may not have to leave; for he is
well on the way toward success in winning the
party over to his anti-Marxist program already.

Johhson covers his revisionism in the most ac-
cepted style — by long quotations from Marx.
But his characterization of the USSR differs
from Burnham’s only academically. It is only
a matter of time before there is at least a tem-
porary -truce between Johnson and Carter. The
content of their characterizations of the USSR
is identical and they will undoubtedly be driven
over the hurdle of terminological differences to
achieve factional unity against the centrists. . .

Shachtman continues to oscillate in the realm
of his anti-Marxist formulations on “the charac-
ter of the war,” repeating his performance of a
year and a half ago. He notifies the Russian
workers, who are waging an heroic hattle against
imperialism, that this time he will be a defeat-
ist; although — great consolation — on another
oceasion he may be a defensist. Thus, in practice,
he finds agreement with the revisionists, although
for some mysterious reason he continues to find
justification for his betrayals of the moment in
promises of loyalty in the future. So in the
meantime he fights it out with Carter and John-
son to settle the basis on which to be a defeatist.
This, with reference to the USSR, where Shacht-
man heatedly insists there is something worth
defending and at a time when the-something-
worth-defending is being destroyed by imperial-
ism! _

Wilson, E. Lund, etc., are in the most ludicrous
position of all. They agree to agree on tactics
without first considering the fundamental, prin-
cipal question involved. They agree on the de-
fense of the USSR without first answering the
question of : the class nature of the state they
are defending. Thus they re-enact the tragedy of
the fight within the SWP as a comedy: It does
not take great powers of prediction to forecast
that the unprincipled tendency of so-called “con-

fensiggs.

erates of the Socialist Party, Then, in the endless |

ization, cynically admits that Trotsky was right

Statement of 12 Former Worker Party Members Who Broke
With the Shactmanite Group and Rejoined the Trotskyists

ditional defensists’ will find common ground with
Shachtman. In practice these people will capitu-
late to the defeatists by finding the formula of
unity wth- them against the unconditional de-
As the whole experience of the build-
ing of the Fourth International shows, centrists
who are moving to the right invariably forget
their ostensible agreement with the Marxists on
fundamental, principled questions in favor of or-
ganizational combinations with the anti-Marx-
ists. . .

One year and a half after the split from the
SWP we are forced to say clearly and with full
knowledge of the implication that the Workers
Party is a petty bourgeois centrist conglomera-
tion of tendencies traveling away from Marxism.

The Soviet-German war and its impact on the
party is for us the crucial test. It places before
the international working class the task of the
revolutionary defense of the Soviet Union. In
the face of clear evidence confirming the whole
thesis of the Fourth International — from its
foundation documents to the factional struggle of
two years ago — has the leadership of the Work-
ers Party indicated the slightest interest in re-
evaluating our attack on this thesis? On the
contrary, the Soviet-German war has been wel-
comed by the Party leadership not as the occa-
sion of a step towards Marxism but rather as an
opportunity to accelerate the headlong retreat
towards. the most naked form of revisionism.
TROTSKY’'S TEACHINGS FORGOTTEN

It is amazing how many of Trotsky’s basic
contributions to the revolutionary movement have
already been forgotten within the Workers Par-
E¥is s

(It should be noted that some of the revision-
ists — Johnson and Carter, notably — are already
developing the rationalization-theory that “Trot-
sky has been wrong for fifteen years.” At the
time of the split, Trotsky was only wrong on the
question of the day. Now, when they are discard-
ing all the basic principles of the- Trotskyist
movement, they conclude that Trotsky has been
wrong all along. The next step is their inevitable
conclusion, after they are forced to realize that
they are deserting Marxism, that Marx, Engels,
Lenin, ete., have been wrong all along too. . .)

To rvefresh the minds of those who have for-
gotten too soon:

On the nature of the Soviet Union, its class
character and the Stalinist bureaucracy: The
Revolution Betrayed. Does it seem strange to
name this work, an accepted classic in the move-
ment, as recommended reading for everyone?
Yet it answers gll the questions raised by Carter
and Johnson and accepted by a large part of the
Party. .

On the deense of the USSR from imperialist at-
tack — The USSR and the War. This, some of
the present defeatists may recall, is the thesis
written by Trotsky at the outbreak of the second
world war and published in the New Internation-
al. Perhaps they will also reeall that it was aec-
cepted, by and -large, by the Minority Fac-
tion both during and after the factional struggle.
In this document, Trotsky anticipates Burnham’s
managerial revolution, Johnson’s capitalist socie-
ty theory and Shachtman’s new social class. None
of these refuted the document or even tried to
disprove it. But what is most important is that
Trotsky indisputably proves that his refutation
of these revisionist theories flows from the very
principles which made the October Revolution. . .

On the nature of the Workers Party, written
before the Party was actually formed and borne
out by the experiences of the past two years —
A Petty Bourgeois Opposition in the S.W.P. and
From A Scratch To Gangrene. Also familiar
names? To many of the comrades in the Work-
ers Party they are already forgotten. But the
clarity with which they analyze the Workers
Party — in advance! — and the accuracy with
which they predict its course cannot be gain-
said. . .

This is the program on which we must take

‘our stand and this is the ideological basis from

which we derive our program. We cannot stand
with the revisionists, whose motion is in a
straight line away from revolutionary Marxism.
The party which adheres to and advocates Trot-
sky’s ideas and Trotsky’s program is the Socialist
Workers Party and with it we find political solid-
arity.

To the comrades of the Workers Party, we re-
peat over and over again: Watch the develop-
ments within the Party and see where they lead.
From Wilson — to Shachtman — to Carter —
to Johnson — to MacDonald and Burnham. From
“conditional defensism” — to “conditional defeat-
ism” — to unconditional defeatism — to rejection
of the class struggle. From the rejection of

. Marxist (class) criteria — to the rejection of

Trotskyism — to the rejection of Bolshevism —
to the abandonment of the revolution. How
many times has this fatal course been traced. . .
To the comrades of the Workers Party who see

this tendency clearly and understand its impli-
cations, we urge: Join us! Join the Socialist
Workers Party and ht’p build the party of revo-
lutionary Marxism!

JOHN BORDEN, Acting Organizer,

Los Angeles and Member of Sec-

tion Executive Committee,

MIKE BARTELL, Member Section

Executive Committee, Los Angeles.
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Executive Committee, Los Angeles.
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What Has Inspired
The Growing Unrest
In Occupied Lands?

By MICHAEL CORT'

The German military machine is conducting the
most extensive rear guard action in modern military
history. This action is not confined to the immediate
rear of the German-Russian battle lines; it extends
from the Ukraine westward to the Atlantic and from
the Arctic Circle south to the Mediterranean and
Africa. The whole of oceupied Europe, seething with
revolt against Nazi rule, is in a continuous process '
of being “mopped-up.”

Since June of this year 76,000 persons have been
searched and questioned in Paris alone, according
to statistics issued by the Nazi forces of occupation
this week. Of the persons questioned, 1,000 have
been arrested. This is exclusive of the mass round-
ups of Jews and the house-to-house searches for
revolutionary leaflets and arms. These figures for a
single city give -an idea of the exfent of  the pre-
ventive measures which the Nazi have found it ‘nec-
essary to take in order to maintain their rule through-
out Europe.

Summary courts in Prague sentenced to death 15
persons last Saturday. Open warfare is being waged
in Croatia between the Nazis and native guerrillas.

, Entire regiments of Roumanian troops have revolted

when ordered into hattle on the Odessa front. Five
German regiments marched through Bulgaria this
week on their way to Greece to aid the Italians who
have been unable to keep order in that country, Bul-
gars and Danes and Dutchmen and Norwegians are
all striking at their Fascist oppressors, though they.
face certain death whenever they get caught.

The methods of terror now being employed to sup-
press this unrest, are not the methods that Hitler
voluntarily chose as the means for safeguarding his
rule — they have been forced upon him by the des-
perateness of his position. He would much prefer
to obtain the voluntary cooperation of the conquered
peoples. Such cooperation would relieve the Reich
of enormous costs in men and materials. But Hitler’s
“collaborators”, his Quislings and Petains, have be-
come increasingly impotent, and so he is forced to,
use his own soldiers and his own gunpowder. ;
INVASION OF USSR INSPIRES REVOLTS

The present wave of anti-Nazi demonstrations and
sabotage in occupied Europe had its inception with
the outbreak of the Naz1—Suv1et war, This is a sig«
nificant fact. '

The European masses did not rise up to strike at
the Nazis when Denmark fell, or Norway, or France,
or the Balkans. When England faced what appeared
to be certain invasion, she found little sympathy or
support on the Continent. It was only when the Ger-
man Fascists turned on the Soviet Union that they
experienced real difficulties in their rear.

The blows now being struck against the German
forces of occupation are largely blows in the defense
of the Soviet Union. The persecuted masses turn
mstmctwely to the workers’ State for leadershlp in
the hour of their darkest need. This action is spon-
taneous and instinctive only because no call for revo-
lutionary solidarity has yet come from the bureauc-
racy ruling the Soviets. The Kremlin gives no con-
scious ~proletarian revolutionary direction to the

. struggle.

Stalin has conducted his agitation on a stnctly,

nationalist patriotic level. Anything else would have » -

offended his imperialist allies in London and Wash-
ington, who fear workers’ revolution as much as Hit-
ler. And yet, in spite of the lack of real revolution-
ary leadership, the European workers show their un-
derstanding of the difference between a workers’ state
and a capitalist state. They know that in the Soviet
Union there are no capitalist landlords and boSses.
They also know that the Allied powers, like the
Nazis, are warring only for the benefit of the capital-
ist bosses. They know that to eliminate capitalist
war they must eliminate those who profit from it
— and this has been done only in the Soviet Union.
That simple fact turns the oppressed peoples of the
occupied countries in the direction of the first work-
ers’ state.

“DEMOCRACIES” DO NOT AID REVOLTS

The Nazis recently ceased the practice of labeling
all saboteurs “Communists” and often refer to them
now as “agents of Britain.” Obviously these brave
men and women are not agents of Britain, otherwise
they would have struck when Britain was most im-
periled — not when the Soviet Union is fighting for
its life. Churchill, however, gladly accepts the “re-
sponsibility” for the uprisings. He would like the
British and American workers to think that these
growing revolts are manifestations of support for the
“Democracies” and he would like to sidetrack the
unrest away from the direction of a class revolution.

Each time Churchill takes credit for a wrecked
train or a slow-down strike, he lands a blow against
the peoples now struggling to throw off Hitler’s yoke. .
Churchill is an enemy of Hitler; but overweighing
that is the fact that he is the enemy of the German
people. He represents another Versailles Treaty with
all its misery for the conquered. However much the
German people may hate Hitler, they hate and fear
no less the rival British and American imperialists
who would shackle the defeated peoples to a system
of foreign oppression more violent even than that
imposed by the monstrous Treaty of Versailles.

Each time Churchill claims crédit for an act of
anti-Nazi sabotage, he tends to alienate the German
and French and Greek people from the saboteurs.
He discredits the motives of the anti-Nazi Jfighters
and in turn increases the prestige of Hitler, thr bases
much of his propaganda upon the very real injustices
done the people of the Contlnent by the Treaty of
Versailles.

But, in spite of Churchill’s harmful attempts to
give a ‘“democratic” imperialist color to these re-
volts, the resistence to Hitler increases. With little
hope of direct military aid from the Allies, the mass-
es nevertheless take up arms and challenge thé in-
vader.

All this occurs in spite of the past betrayals of
revolutionary situations by the Kremlin; in spite of
the lack of revolutionary leadership in the present
crisis. If the Russian Soviets are revitalized, if Sta-
linism is replaced by Bolshevism, if the Soviet Union
issues an international revolutionary appeal, the Eu-
ropean masses will respond in a manner that would |
explode Europe and drive ‘German and Allied nn-' 4
perialists alike off the face of the world.
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