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 STRIKE SHOWS FDR'S ANTI-LABOR ROLE

~ Judge Denies Motions Of Defense .
- = - I ‘Government Strikeb:~e§kin ls The Flght
-~ Says SWP Not Entitled s ; Of All Labor

1ot ] ‘" B
o OHStItUtlona Is ts Roosevelt’s Attempts to Intimidate C1O
Into Deserting UMW Proves Unsuccessful
.!-?':?" . I oy . Y7 . L |
: Charges Against 5 of 28 Defenda nts In “Sedition” Trial Are NOVEMBER 19. — The Roosevelt administra-
- s el . : : i i ic political ecrisis as the
B Dismissed As Defense Opens Cas e With Cannon As First Witness tion faces its gravest domestic p T irisis guaiic
53,000 workers of the steel corporations’ ‘captive
: | . | : coal mines hold their picket lines fast in an over-
@ MINNEAPOLIS, Nov. 18 (By Wire) — Judge H?‘fa'd: e 2 e whelming response to the strike call issued by the
i . M. r he defense motion for B, FHRbe Loseghc iiag Lk 7
M M Joyce toc!ay ayet: uled : : . |any group of defendants under United Mine Workers, CIO. . . o bt
a directed verdict of acquittal for the defendants in | ;iije; count of the indictment Roosevelt has run into a solid wall of united CIO resist-
B the government’s ‘seditious conspiracy’ trial against | possesses the constitutional right ance in his attempt to use the “captive” mine controversy as
E the Socialist Workers Party and Local 544-CIQ. |[to circulate and write material a wedge. for the open shop .throughout all industry and to en-
g Even more ominous than the ruling was the language the that is seditious and revolution- force his “no- 5{;[‘;'10];% policy. rdhe CIO national convention, rep-
¥ . S R : ary in character — that preaches resenting 5,0 organize
¥ judge Llse'd, for it indicated hO\"\‘r he "Mll instruct 'l.he jury when foree and violence as a means of workers entrenched in the basic |ment in a web of futile media-
g the case is completed and the jury is sent to decide whether or | overthrowing the Government of industries, has voted unanimous|tion and arbitration, when the
& not the defendants are guilty. It indicated too in what frame |the United States and in its stead support for the striking miners.| CIO representatives resigned and
of mind he will set the sentences if the jury brings in a verdict | nopes to set up an entirely new Roosevelt threatened that he|denounced its decision in favor
& of guilt. Under the statutes on*—— I social order based on the princi- would use armed force and anti-|of the open shop. The CI0 News,
which the case is being tried, the | Yuling closely followed_ the h'“e ples of socialism, or to advocate strike legislation to smash the| November 17, stated that the
defendants can be sentenced to|of thfa prosecutlon: w!'uch denies | the same by speech — I am un- “captive” mine strike. But these| NDMB ‘“appeared ‘all washed
K prison terms of 16 years and |the right Qf -C()‘I’lstlt‘llt.'i()nal guar- | able to conclude that, when con- threats failed to intimidate the |up’.” :
fined $10,000 each. antees to socialists and those who | fronted with the consequences of CIO into deserting the miners | The CIO resignations served to

i The judge’s argument for his|want to change the government. | such conduct, the defendants may Roosevelt today faces the opposi-|expose the pretense of the gov-
successfully rush to the protec- Here is another example | of how Roosevelt “defends” democracy. Army military police are tion not of the miners alome,|ernment’s “impartiality” and
i tion of the Constitution they shown on strikebreaking duty a.gamst the AFL building trades workers on strike for higher wages but of the most militant and | helped discredit Roosevelt's lahor
5 would not amend but would ab-| at naval construction’ projects l:. San Diego, California, last week. powerful labor organization in |policies in the eyes of millions of
) bogll‘jelyhdetsiln:y ’ o American history. organized workers. He now faces
: e hoslllity towar ¢ de- the task of trying to rehabili-
(4 _ - n fendants indicated by the judge’s A DEEP-GOIlNG CO‘:\IFLICT tate the shattered prestige. and
& u ra ' ' language appears ‘all the more 4 -4 The deep-going anti-labor char- authority of his elaborately con-
o z ’ ! ; . alarming because of" ‘the. 'W"l_de R o i acter-of, Rooaa__ve,ll:s attack on the |, ..o o agencies-£or curbing- labor;

powers of federal judges in in- ‘ miners is emphasized by the fact

- structing juries. ap ,ve ,ne tr' e that the bulk of the CIO leader-| EXPOSES SHAM OF
hi hich rejected his stand is| WAR FOR “DEMOCRACY”
1 re iIscardae AMALGAM BETWEEN et asreomeat with| It Rooseval n
SWP AND NAZ in expressed agreement with oosevelt uses the troops
WP AND NAZIS against the mine strikers or ini-

An Editorial

The Neutrality Act, that legal fiction used as a cover of
peaceful intent for the Roosevelt administration’s war prepara-
tions, have finally been scuttled.

By a majority of 18 votes, the House of Representatives
on November 13 bowed to the Administration’s dictates and
repealed the last two remaining important sections of the Act,
the prohibition of the arming of American merchant vessels and
the barring of American ships from war zones and belligerent
ports.

To all intents and purposes, the Administration
had long since “amended” the Act in practice. It is
no secret that American merchant ships — under
Panamanian, registry, of course — have been sailing

The judge did not hesitate in
his decision on the arguments,
advanced by the défense under
the “clear and present danger”
doctrine of Holmes and Brandeis,
to make an amalgam between the
Socialist Workers Party, a work-
ers political organization aiming
at. the establishment of a Work-
ers and Farmers Government,
and the Nazis, whose main funec-
tion is to suppress the workers
in the interests of the capitalists.

He said: “It may seem unrea-
sonable to fear, when the size
and power of the United States
is considered, that this compar-

Leaders Forced to Oppose Roosevelt
In Spite of Supporting His War Program

By JOE ANDREWS
DETRO]T, Nov. '17. — The Fourth Convention of the
CIO opened its sessions today with all the basic problems and
differences underscored by the climactic strike in the captive
mines, to which the convention has voted unanimous support.

In fact, the fundamental issues of this CIO convention and
the whole future course of labor*

are being fought out not only in
the convention sessiong in- De-
troit, but on the picket lines and
in the councils of the United Mine
Workers union. :

press full support to John I,
Lewis and the UMW in the cap-
tive mine situation, The deliber-
ations of the Convention will in-
evitably refleet the exigencies of

the miners’ crisis.
A huge majority of the dele-

| .
gates are unqumlified supporters

of Roosevelt's war program; but
they were forced to protest unan-
imously against the ‘governmental
attack on the demands of the
miners and pass a resolution sup-
porting the mine strike and the
demand for a union shop contract
with the steel corporations,
CONTRADICTIONS REACH
ACUTE STAGE

The chronie contradiction which

(Continued on page 2)

Roosevelt’s war policies. Despite
their political support of the ad-
ministration, the CIO leaders,
headed by CIO President Philip
Murray, have in this instance
been forced into open conflict
with Roosevelt. The patently anti-
labor character of his moves, in-
spiring overwhelming resentment
in the CIO ranks, has forced the
CIO leadership into opposing
Roosevelt,

A stunning blow was dealt to
the WNational Defense Mediation
Board, key agency designed by

Roosevelt to bind the union move-

Should the mine workers be

punity, behind the argument pro-

tiates anti-labor legislation to in-
timidate the CIO, he will only
intensify' the hostility ' of the
workers to his policies and
further expose the sham of his
“war for democracy.”

Had the CIO failed to give deci-
sive endorsement to the miners’
strike, Roosevelt would not have
hesitated to crush it at once with
armed force. But this is not like
the North American Aviation
strike, where Roosevelt carried
out his strikebreaking with im-

vided him by some CIO leaders
that the strike was unauthorized

: the high seas armed by secret order of the Navy De- | ,ively small group of individuals | defeated in their strike, or should " n u ik S Hatidodi® ais .

i . . . . % = = ion o a ..
artment. Presidential decrees, progressively ex: | (ihe SWP) could accomplis sus- e eaders swpiins o e S [FYANCISCO ndustrial Union o e
i p > Prog y pressure of Roosevelt and the | few irresponsibles,

tending the bounds for American shipping, have
rendered meaningless the definition of combat zones
and belligerent ports as clearly expressed in the
Neutrality Act.

A “semi-declared” mnaval war — initiated by

Roosevelt’s ““shoot on sight”” order — has been in

progress for months. Its intensity is not lessened by
the omission of a formal Congressional declaration
of war, as required by the Constitution of the United
States. ‘

The burying of the last remaining important clauses of
the Neutrality Act simply follows the pattern employed by the
Administration in its elimination of the two other most im-
portant provisions of the Act, which banned shipments of arms
to belligerents and prohibited loans to warring nations.

Even as Roosevelt formally invoked the Neutrality Act at
the start of the war in September 1939, the United States Mari-
time Commission was advising American shipping companies
on methods of evasion of the clear intent of the Act, and itself
set the example by sailing its ships under Panamanian registry.
Adoption of the “cash-and-carry” provisions and, subsequent-
ly, of the Lend-Lease bill, formally scotched the legal restric-
tions on arms shipments and loans to belligerents.

From first to last, the Neutrality Act has failed to keep the
government from involving this nation in the war. Roosevelt
has not hesitated to violate the letter and spirit of the Act in
accord with each stage of his war preparations

Those who are smcerely determined to oppose
the war must now understand such opposition can-

" not rest on the thin reed of capitalist laws. Legal

fictions, which the capitalist government does not
hesitate to violate, cannot stop war. The class strug-
gle of the workers against the causes of this war —
the imperialist drive for markets, colonies, resources
and spheres of influénce — alone can bring lasting
peace to the world. The fight against the war is in-
separable from the fight against capltallsm, the
breeder of imperialist wars.

cessfully the objectives charged.
But it is well to remember on this
point that Hitler once ran around
in a greasy old overcoat and was
belittled for his efforts.”

Joyce also denied a defense mo-
tion to require the prosecution to
decide under which of two sta-
tutes the prosecution should be
conducted — the 1861 anti-slave-
holder law, Section 6 of Title 18
of the United States Code, or the
1940 Smith Act. The indictment
was based on both acts.

Teday’s rulings, plus previous
decisions by the judge, indicate
the jury will in effect be instruc-
ted to find the defendants guilty.

Defense counsel concluded ar-
gument for a directed verdict of

" (Continued on page 3)

Steel Trust, all labor will suffer
a terrible blow.

But should the miners succeed
in attaining their objective in this
strike and force the steel trust
and Roosevelt to retreat, thereby
preserving their union, labor will
have rescued itself from a major
catastrophe, presaged by the Me-
diation Board's attempts, at
Roosevelt’s command, to deprive
(the unions of the rights essential
to their organizational existence,

Calls On Unions to
Aid In the Defense
The full support being
given to the 28 working
men and women now on
trial in Minneapolis was
shown last week when the
San Francisco Industrial
Union Council, CIO, pass-
ed a vigorous resolution

of endorsement and voted
a donation to the defense.
The full text of the resolution

Since Roosevelt and his Wall
Street, partners have declared war
on the United Mine Workers of
America, aiming straight at the
heart of the CIO, the convention
has necessarily been forced to ex-

Churchill Rejects Stalin
Plea For ‘Western Front’

By GEORGE BREITMAN
The Soviet soldiers, workers and peasants whp have borne
the full brunt of the German fascist attack during the past five
months will have to continue to bear it alone in the next period.

This was made clear last week

of the British and American ruling classes.

Stalin’s speech of November 6, directed partially toward
the British and American govern-+

ments and appealing to them for
the creation of g “western front”,
has been answered. He has been
told that he’s not going to get
a ‘“western front” for a long,
long time.

In answer to Stalin’s plea,
Prime Minister Churchill spoke
before the House of Commons on

seems to me that the freedom-
loving powers will be possessed
of large quantities of ships -in
1943 which will enable overseas
operations to take place utterly
beyond British resources at. the

by authoritative rcpresentatwes

present time.”

That is to say, if all goes well,
and if it suits his purposes,
Churchill promises that “in 19437
the “freedom-loving powers”,
Britain and her allies, may per-

Nov. 12 and declared that:

“If we are able to get through
this year we shall certainly find
ourselves in a good supply of
ships in 1942, and. if the war
against U-boats and enemy air-|haps be able to open a “second
craft continues to prosper as it |front”.
has done—about which of course| Churchill was not speaking for
there can be no guarantee — it (Continued on page 2)

Council Pledges Support To Defendants

adopted by the Council reads
as follows:

“Whereas: Minneapolis Local
544-CIO, Motor Transport Work-
ers Union, which is the spear-
head of the motor transport work-

1 ers movement of the Northwest,

transferred its affiliation by al-
most unanimous vote from the
AFL Teamsters International
into the CIO to free itself from
the dictatorial,
union setup of Daniel J. Tobin,
and

TOBIN AIDED BY
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

“Whereas: Daniel J. Tobin in
his eampaign of terror. against
the Minneapolis motor transport
workers has been aided by the
Department of Justice, which has
secured the indictment on ‘sedi-
tious conspiracy’ charges of 28
individuals including the entire
leadership of Loecal 544-CIO as
well as. members of the Socialist
Workers Party, and

“Whereas: We are firmly con-
vinced that the maintenance of
the free trade union movement
as well as of full civil liberties
is of the utmost importance to
us in our efforts to get an edu-
cation now as well as to our fu-
ture prospects for a fruitful and
free life, and

“Whereas: The CIO, Labor's
Non-Partisan League, the United
Auto Workers, the American Civil
Liberties. Union, Local 1-10 Inter-
national Longshoremen’s a n d

racketeer, craft-’

Warehousemen’s Union, and other
labor and liberal organizations
have condemned the government
prosecution as a serious threat
to civil liberties- and labor’s
rights, and

“Whereas: Ignoring these pro-
tests, the Department of Justice
has put these men on trial in
Minneapolis since October 20,

CONDEMN USE OF
GOYVERNMENT AGENCIES

“Therefore be it resolved: Our
organization protests against this
attempt to deprive the Minnea-
polis motor transport workers of
their democratic right to join the
union of their choice, and we con-
demn the use of government
agencies to oppress and harass
any labor or political organiza-
tions in the pursuit of their legi-
timate activities, and

“Be it further resolved: That
we call upon the Department of
Justice to dismiss.the indictments
against ‘the 28 defendants in the
Minnesota case, and

“Be it further resolved: That we
request all affiliated locals to give
full moral and financial support
to these 28 defendants, and

“Be it further resolved: That
copies of this resolution be given
the widest publicity in the labor
press and that they be sent to
the National Office of the CIO,
Local bB544-CI0 and Attorney-
General Biddle,”

Any attempt Roosevelt may
make to break the mine strike
will be understood by the work-
ers for what it is: a deliberate
step toward imposing the open
shop rule throughout industry,
establishing compulsory arbitra-
tion and destroying the right to
strike, and smashing the inde-
pendence of the whole labor move-
ment. '

It is precisely the argument -
straight from the mouths of the
steel barons that Roosevelt uses
in denying the “captive” mine
workers® right to the union shop.
In his statement of last Friday,
he demagogically declared that
he would not “order the so-called
closed shop” because this would
be “Hitler’s methods.”

THE REAL ISSUE
The issue is not the *“‘ordering
of the closed shop.” It is Roos-
evelt’s ordering of the open shop,
That is the meaning which mil-
lions of CIO and AFL workers
correctly read into Roosevelt’s no-
strike command to the miners.
They recognize the NDMB's mine
decisjon as the prelude to govern-
ment enforcement of the open
shop policy throughout industry.
This is - confirmed by the
NDMB’s rulings on November 14,
following the mine decision, when
the board rejected the demands
of two AFL unions for the union
shop in the Ingalls Shipbuilding
Corporation, Pascagoula, Missis-
sippi, and in two plants of the'
International Harvester Com-
pany. These latest NDMB rulings, '
striking at the AFL, underline
(Contmued on page 2)
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New Forces kR‘a" y To

Support Defense

Another significant endorse-
ment was the resolution passed
by the San Franciseo Local 1-10
of the International Longshore-
men’s and Warehousemen’s
Union, CIO — the union of which
Harry Bridges is head. In this
resolution the union want on rec-
ord as “endorsing and support-
ing the defense.” Harry Bridges
is. now being persecuted under the
same reactionary Smith Act which
is being used against the 28 de-
fendants in Minneapolis.

Trade union locals have been
coming to the support of the 28
defendants in constantly inereas-
ing numbers. More than 35 locals
have already coniributed funds to
the defense, and many others
have passed resolutions of en-
dorsement.

The Civil Rights Defense Com-
1mittee, authorized representative
of the 28 defendants, has receiv-
ed contributions from trade
unions in the following 14 cities:
Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleve-
land, East Chicago, Eau Claire,
Wise., Elkhart, Ind., Detroit, St.
Paul, West Allis, Wisec.,, High-
land Park, Mich., Melrose Park,
I, Newark, N. J,, New York
City.

Newark Unions

Contribute

The Newark Branch of the
Civil Rights Defense Committee
announced this week contribu-
tions from five more CIO unions
to the defense of the 28, given
since the beginning of the month.

Local 260 of the United Auto

" Workers, Tite-Flex plant, voted

$25.

Local 511 of the United Auto
Workers, Hyatt G. M. plant in
Harrison, contributed $25.

Local 108 of the United Retail
and Wholesale Employees Union
sent §$15.

Local 49 of the American Fed-
eration of Hosiery Workers do-
nated $10.

Local 187 of the United Rn|b—
ber Workers voted to give $5.

In additien, Local 595 of the
United Auto Workers, which just
settled a strike at the Linden

General Motor plants this week,

passed a motion protesting
against the prosecution.

IWW Strongly
Endorses CRDC

" The General Defense Commit-
tee of the IWW last week gave
strong endorsement to the Civil
Rights Defense Committee, which
has already been endorsed by the
American Civil Liberties Union
and the Workers Defense League.

Condemning the revival by the
Justice Department of the witeh
hunting campaigns of the last
war, the General Defense Com-
mittee states:

“The indictments are in reality
an attack on the right of work-
ing men and women to organize.
If the state can indict and conviet
these men and women and estab-
lish such a precedent, labor’s
rights will be seriously endanger-
ed. . . The General Defense Com-
mittee calls upon its many mem-
bers and sympathizers to support
the Civil Rights Defense Commit-
te'e.,l »

*Witch Hunt’ Sells

Widely; New
Pamphlet Out Soon

_The first printing of 10,000
copies of “Witch Hunt in Min-
nesota”, the pamphlet published
by the Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee, was so rapidly exhausted
that a second printing of 5,000
was run off this week. Already
there are less than 1,060 copies
left from this second printing.

" The pamphlet, which sells for
only 5¢ a copy, has proved to be
the most effective means of
s'preading information about the

Minneapolis case. That it is pos- |’

sible to sell the pamphlet on a
wide scale has been admirably
shown by the Buffalo Committee,
which has already taken more
than 2,000 copies.

A new leaflet for mass distrib-
ution entitled “Workers On Trial”,
has been prepared by the Civil
Rights Defense Committee and
will be off the press within a

week. This leaflet will give the

life story of each of the 28 work-

ing men and women now standing
trial in Minneapolis for opinions
and utterances dspleasing to the
government.

Liberals and Labor
Leaders Join CRDC

Showing their active support
of the defense of the 28, ten well-
known liberals and labor leaders
last week joined the National
Committee of the Civil Rights
Defense Committee. The total
membership of the National Com-
mittee now numbers 48 men and
women.

The following are the ten who
joined the Committee last week:

Mark Starr, educational direc-
tor of the Imternational Ladies
Garment Workers Union

Margaret Marshall, editor of
The Nation

Clement Greenberg, editor of
Partisan Review

John Chamberlain,  editor of
Fortune

Franz Hoellering, author

Louis Raths, professor at Ohio
State University

Sarsh T. Colvin, former mem-
ber Minnesota State Board of
Education -

Zara DuPont,” liberal member
of the DuPont family

‘Gorham Munson, author

Mary W. Hillyer, secretary,
Keep America Out of War Com-
mittee.

Roger Baldwin
Denounces Trial

A large and enthusiastic audi-
ence in Minneapolis on Nov. 13
heard Roger N. Baldwin, Nation-
al Director of the American Civil
Liberties Union, denounce the
Federal prosecution of the 28 de-
fendants in the “sedition” trial.

Benjamin- Lippincott, Associate
Professor of Political Secience at
the University of Minnesota and
a member of the National Com-
mittee of the Civil Rights De-
fense Committee, was chairman
at the meeting.

Baldwin declared: “Everyone
knows that Tobin is Roosevelt’s
man., He was ambassador for
FDR between the AFL and CIO;
he is g supporter of FDR through
thick and thin and he has the
support of Roosevelt. This is a
labor case under the guise of a
sedition trial. :

“For the first time in our his-
tory they are trying men and
women for the ideas in the 93-
year-old Communist Manifesto.
IT IS THE VERY SELFLESS-
NESS OF THE PEOPLE IN
THIS MOVEMENT, THEIR UN-
SELFISHNESS, THAT HAS
LED TO THIS PROSECUTION.”

Money Needed Now

For Trial Costs

The Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee needs help, from every
possible source, and needs it
NOW. These are critical weeks,
both for the defendants, who face
16 years in prison each, ahd for
the basic rights of labor and free
speech. :

It is estimated that the trial
will last six weeks more. The
Civil Rights Defense Committee
has launched a campaign to raise
$7.500 to defray the immediate
expenses of the trial. The Com-
mittee has set up a commissary
in Minneapolis where the 28 de-
fendants and their families eat
twice daily. A special publicity
representative of the Committee
has been sent to Minneapolis and
has set up a news service which
dispatches reports on the trial
proceedings to a broad list of
publications, individuals and or-
ganizations throughout the coun-
try. In addition to these imme-
diate expenses the Committee will
‘have to pay the heavy legal fees
and court costs.

Contributions to the defense
fund should be sent to the Civil
Rights Defense Committee, 160
Fifth Ave.,, New York City.

b

“‘The Truth About the
Minneapolis ‘Trial

of the 28’

Speech for the Defense
. by
Albert Goldman
°'
ONE CENT A CorPy
Bundle Rate $.90 a Hundred

Order from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place, N. Y. C.
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New Haven CRDC
Sets Fine Example

Branch committees of the
Civil Rights Defense Commit-
tee have been organized in more
than fifty cities throughout the
country. These branch com-
mittees are giving the National
Committee invaluable assist-
ance in raising money for the
defense and spreading the news
about the trial.

The New Haven Committee is a
good example of the composition
of these branch committees and
how they are funectioning. At
present the active Commitiee
includes g liberal minister, a pro-
fessor of physiology at Yale, a well-
known labor lawyer, a Methodist
minister, a Negro woman leader,
the organizer of a local CIO un-
fon, organizers for the 8SWOC
and the TLGWU, two delegates to
the Central Lahor Counecil, the
executive secretary of the Na-
tional Religious and Labor Fed-
eration, and a Negro minister.

This widelyrepresentative
group has been carrying on a
vigorous campaign for the de-
fense, They have successfully sol-
icited contributions from liberals,
arranged for public meetings with
prominent _speakers, approached
trade union locals for funds and
for endorsements supporting the

FDR ROLE EXPOSED IN STRI

(Continued from page 1)

the criminal betrayal of the two
AFL  representatives on the
NDMB who sided with the hosses
in voting against the miners,
Whatever course Roosevelt may
follow in this particular conflict,
whether he smooths over the im-
mediate struggle with some face-
gaving formula or tries to ham-
mer the .CIO into line with legis-
lative blackmail “and outright
force, he ecannot conceal the
widening fissure between the anti-
labor charvacter of his war pro-
eram and the pressing needs o/
the American workers, The poli-
tical crisis engendered by this
conflict of interests flows inher-
ently from the war program.

As for the CIO, it can sur-

28 defendants,  and distributed
large bundles of the pamphlet
“Witch Hunt in Minnesota” and
other literature.

The organization and methods
of the New Haven Committee set
a fine example for those Branch
Committees which have not yet
started to function actively.

Many of the Branch Commit-
tees have been suceessful in or-
ganizing campaigns of door-to-door
soliciting. In addition to getting
contributions for the defense,
these door-to-door campaigns have
resulted in wide sales of the
pamphlet “Wileh Hunt in Min-
nesota.”

‘for the imperialist war

render or accept some meaning-
less ‘““‘compromise” in this battle
only at the cost of a tremendous
blow to its prestige among the
workers everywhere. The fact
that most of Roosevelt’s closest
CIO supporters have Dbeen forced
to publicly reject his stand, is
clear testimony of the threat to
the very existence of unionism
implicit in Roosevelt’s position in
the mine strike.

\ MAIN DANGER

One of the dangers to ‘the CIO
in this situation remains in the
attitude of the majority of CIO
leaders to the war, 'Tlhey are at-
tempting to maintain the unten-
able position of supporting the

| bosses” war and at the same time

opposing the inevitable anti-labor

consequences of that war, They

will be forced to make a choice —
or for
the workers.

. This contradietion contains the
danger against which the CIQ
members must be on guard. They
must resist to the end any at-
tempt to compromise their union
rights, conditions and gains, un-
der the pretext of “national de-
fense.” The issue for the Ameri-
can workers in this fight is the
existence of independent and de-
mocratie unionism,. without which
they would be helpléss slaves of

the momnopoly capitalists,

CIO Convention Backs
‘Captive’ Mine Strike

(Continued from page 1)
has afflicted the CIO leadership
and many of its members — the
opposing needs of the war and
of the workers — has now reach-
ed the acute stage. The imper-
jalist war of the Morgans, Girdlers
and Graces is a war on the one
hand of enrichment for the in-
dustrialists and financiers and on
the other hand of encroachment
on the rig.hts and living stand-
ards of the workers, The vast
majority of the CIO leadership
has tried vainly to reconcile this
clash in interests between Wall
Street’s. war and the economic
struggle of the working class.

The CIQ convention is <con-
fronted with the fact that Roos-
evelt, ag leading political spokes-
man for America’s ruling fam-
ilies, is cracking down on the en-
tire CIO in his fight against the
miners, His Mediation Board has
been so clearly revealed as an anti-
union agency that all CIO rep-
resentatives had to resign from
it. Because of the obviously dis-
criminatory character of the Me-
diation Board ruling against the
union shop in the captive mines,
the leaders of the CIO have had
to oppose the government's anti-
labor stand.

LEADERS SEEK PEACE
WITH ROOSEVELT

But the CIO leadership is only
awaiting the outcome of the min-
ers battle to once again find their
way back into the camp of Roos-
evelt,

Philip Murray, CIO President,
in his opening address to the con-
vention, said: “This strike is di-
rectly attributable to the five or
six important industrial steel cor-
porations, I support national de-
fense — but be that as it may,
in the Mine Workers case the
Union’s demands must be sup-
ported on their merits . . . The
decision of the Mediation Board
is the rankest kind of govern-
mental diserimination . . .

“The AFL action (in voting
against the union shop) is arch
treason and treachery-designed to
destroy the legitimate objectives
of labor.”

Murray failed however to point
out that in the camp of the steel
corporations and ‘AFL traitors is
none other than his political e
er, Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

“Who .do we find fighting the
union shop?”’ asked Murray. “Eu-
gene P. Grace — with $21% bhil-
lion worth of government con-
tracts — Tom Cirdler and U, S
Stee].”f

But Murray did not mention
that among those who flatly op-
posed the union shop in the eap-
tive mines is Roosevelt, who pub-
licly proclaimed his opposition to
the miners demands and threat-
ened to back up his words with
bayonets and bullets,

After attacking the strike-
breaking actions.of the Wall St.

interests, Murray quickly added:
“I wholeheartedly support the
President’s foreign policy,” Then
he was forced to add: “But I will
fizht for the retention of the
economic liberties and economic
gains of the workers™

AT CROSS PURPOSES

Murray’'s speech disclosed the
maze of cross-purposes into which
the labor leaders have been drawn
by their attempt to build the un-
ions and support the war at one
and the same time.

Most of the delegates came to
this convention prepared to adopt
a policy that would lead to sur-
rendering independence of the
CIO and converting it into an ap-
pendage of the Government. But
the action of Roosevelt against
the captive miners has hampered
their plans, The Hillmanites, the
Stalinists and all the pro-Roos-
evelt elemenis have been forced,
in self defense, to proclaim, sup-
port of Lewis on this issue,

The Hillmanites and the Stal-
inists, however, are awaiting
their first opportunity to isolate
and attack the Lewis forces and
anyone who opposes complete sub-
servience to -Roosevelt, Philip
Murray and the indecisive ele-
ments who follow him are more
than a little uncomfortable in
their role as critics of the Gov:
ernment. Murray has desperately

pleaded for the Goverhment to

set up industry councils to re-
place the Mediation Board — a
plan which provides for a decen-
iralized replica of the very agency
Murray was forced to attack.

LEWIS’ WAR POSITION

That the clashing forces within
the CIO, as reflected in the Con-
vention, have only temporarily
united on the captive mine issue
ig shown by the fact that basic dif-
ferences have already come out
in the closed meeting of the CIO
Executive Board. At this sessiofi
A. D, Lewis -introduced a scath-
ing resolution s&ttacking Sidney
Hillman as pro-AFL and as a
traitor to the CIO, citing Hill-
man’s action in Suppoi‘ting the

tenant, has indicated the inten-
tion of his group to blast Lewis
on his war stand, and Hillman
followers generally, chewing
their indignation in the corriders
at having momentarily to sup-
port Lewis, have expressed deter-
mination to “get” him one way
or another, .
LOUDEST WARMONGERS
The Stalinists Thave . already
distinguished themselves as the
most vociferous Roosevelt sup-
porters and waramongers. Michael
Quill, Transport Workers Union
president, attempted to amend the
resolution supporting the miners
to instruet all CTO vice-presidents
to hurry to Washington to “place
themselves at Roosevelt's com-
mand to settle the mine strike.”
This was ruled out of order by
DMurray. Dozens of telegrams from
local unions under Stalinist dom-
Jination, calling for all-out sup-
port to the war against Hitler
and pledging support to Murray,
have been pouring in to the con-
vention,
; It is now clear that there will
be no anti-war foree of any con-
sequence in this convention:
‘Those who are under the illusion
that John L. Lewis would provide
deadership for the militant work-
ers opposed to participation in
‘the imperialist war, have been

KE

Plea For

(Continued from page 1)
the British ruling class alone. He
was also speaking for the Amer-
ican imperialists. The New York
Times, authoritative spokesman
for Roosevelt and America’s Six-
ty Families, made this clear in no
uncertain terms in its leading
editorial on Nov. 10:

“(There is) the slim hope of
preserving an eastern front.
There is no possibility of opening
a new one in the west. . . There
is still hope that by bending every
effort toward sending war sup-
plies to Russia a catastrophe can
be averted there, but it is prepos-
terous to believe that Russia’s
fate lies entirely in the hands
of this country and Great Britain.
It would be well for the Admin-
istration to point out some of the
-difficulties in the way of helping
Russia as well as the need for
doing so. . . the effectiveness of
what assistance we can give and
deliver depends upon Russia’s
ability to help herself in the im-
mediate future.”

The “democratic” imperialists
would no doubt like to open a
“western front” — not for the
purpose of saving the Soviet
Union, but for the purpose of
striking Hitler a blow while most
of his forces are occupied in the
east. But for many reasons —
military, geographic, technical
and political — they are sure
that it would not serve their own
interests to attempt it at this
time. Whatever the reason, it is
clear that they are not even go-

doomed to disappointment. The
Lewis resolution supporting aid
to Britain, Russia and China
shows that he is already falling
into line on the war issue,
NEED FOR A PROGRAM

OF STRUGGLE

The fighting membership of
the CIO is heartened by the fact
that the convention has faken a
progressive stand in support of
the crucial miners strike. The
more advanced sections among
the CIO workers have learned by
experience that the union move-
ment must fight now for its very
life. The rising cost of living and
the repeated attacks on the con-
ditions of lahor made hy the em-
ployers, aided by the govern-
mental agencies, demands a pol-
icy of independent struggle on
the part of the CIO.

The need for such a program
of struggle has been brought
home to the convention by the
mine crisis; but there is still the
danger that the leaders of this
mighty army of union men may
capitulate,

There is no guestion, however,
about the mandate of the CIO
workers to the convention: all
support to the miners; fight to
the finish for victory against the

Roosevelt  strikebreaking ma-

chine.
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This resolution was referred to
the Resolutions Committee of theé
Convention. Katherine
proposed an amendment to a res-
olution on foreign policy in a
meeting of the Resolutions Com-
mittee, stating that she supported
aid to Britain, Russia and China
but opposed convoys, This reso-
lution, which no doubt represents
the stand of John L. Lewis, will
be brought out on the convention
floor in the form of a minority
report. Although this stand on
the war reveals that Lewis is
moving rapidly towards support
of the program, it will be at-
tacked by the. Hillmanites and
the Stalinists, who will brook no
policy but that which demands
a shooting war.

Jacob Potofsky, Hillman’s lieu- ()
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Churchill Rejects Stalin ‘

"Western Front’

ing to attempt to open a new
front in the mnext period.
STALIN EXPLAINED
AND PROMISED

In his November G speech, Sta-
lin had explained the defeats suf-
fered by the Soviet Union pri-
marily by “the absence of a sec-

md front in Europe against the

German faseist armies.” In this
way he is preparing to shift the
responsibility for the defeats
from his own policies onto the
shoulders of his “democratic” im-
perialist allies,

He did more than that. He also
promised the Soviet masses that
“undoubtedly this (a second
front) will appear in the near
future.” In this way he tried to,
reassure the masses that his poli-
¢y of depending on the “democra-
tie” imperialists, which has
brought only defeats up to now,
would save the USSR “in the near
future” when these “allies” would
come to the rescue of the USSR.

The answer of the “democratic”
imperialists did two things at
the same time:

1. It demonstrated that Stalin’s
policies have from the beginning
been bhased on an illusion — the
illusion that if Stalin throttled
the program of revolutionary war
against Hitler, if he did nothing
to arouse the revolutionary spirit
of the masses of Germany and
Europe, if he proclaimed uncon-
ditional support of the war of the
“democratic” imperialists, they
would come to the rescue of the
Soviet Union.

2. It means, furthermore that
a continuation of the Stalinist
policy — under conditions when
the USSR must face Hitler's ar-
mies alone — is bound to end
in ecatastrophe for the workers
state.

Stalin in his speech and the
local . Stalinists a score of times
in the Daily Worker have virtual-
Iy admitted that the Soviet Union
cannot hope to defeat Hitler
alone. Does it mean now, when

it is clear to all that a “western

front” is wishful thinking on Sta-
lin’s part, that the Soviet Union
is doomed?

This is the perspective as long
as the war of the USSR is con-
aucted along the lines of the Sta-
linist policy!

HOW TO SAVE
THE USSR

The way out now for the So-
viet Union is the disintegration
of Hitler’s forces from the rear,
from within Germany and from
within the German army itself.
Since Stalin admits that the
USSR by itself cannot stop the
advance of the German troops —
and since Stalin himself no long-
er denies the shortage of tanks
and aireraft and he himself ex-
plains that the Germans “now
have at their disposal not only
their own tank ihdustry but also
the industries of Czechoslovakia,
Belgium, Holland and France” —
it is obvious that the disintegra-
tion of the Hitler regime from
the rear is the only way out, the
enly way the Soviet Union can
compensate for the shortcomings
of its own war machine.

But Stalin’s program for ac-
complishing this has thus  far,
been to rely on the armies of the
“democratic” imperialists to at-
tack and undermine Hitler from
the rear. Over and above this he
offers only his own recent boasts
that eventually in “a few more
nonths, another half year, pei-
haps a year, and Hitler Germany
nust collapse under the burden
of her erimes.”

And meanwhile? Meanwhile
what will happen to the Soviet
Union with its admitted short-
ages of tanks and aireraft? In

| five months under Stalin’s policy,

the workers state has lost vital
European territory and more
than two-thirds of its productive
capacity. It is in a far weaker
position than it was five months
ago, and less able to offer effec-
tive resistance. What will hap-
pen while Stalin is a\vaitingathe
verification for. his pleas and
boasts ?

WHAT THE GERMAN
WORKERS FEAR

The chief obstacle to the over-
throw of Hitler by the German
workers is their fear of what will
happen if the “democratic” im-
perialists win the war. They

know from the pronouncements
of the “democratic” statesmen
that an even worse fate awaits
them after this war than was im-
posed by the Vcrlsailles Treaty

on the German people after the
last war. That is why they are
afraid to move, for they do not
yet see any allies in the revolu-
tionary fight first against Hitler
and then against the “democratic”
imperialists. Goebbels main
weapon in maintaining *‘disei-
pline” in Germany is precisely
this threat which he is now able
to hold over their heads. Stalin’s
plea for a “western front” by the
imperialists against Germany has
played right into the hands of
Hitler and Goebbels who use it
demagogically to identify the war
of the USSR with the reaction-
ary war being waged by the
“demoecratic” imperialists.

The German masses can be
moved into action against Hitler
— only by the policy of revolu-
tionary war which Stalin refuses
to employ. Only by a revolution-
ary appeal to the German work-
ers to rise up against their ca-
pitalist oppressors and join the
Soviet masses in the struggle for

the Socialist United States of-

Europe and the world. Only by
the assurance to the German
workers 'that the Scviet masses
will fight side by side with them
against all the forces of reaction.

Hitler will not fall, as -Stalin
promises, under the “weight of
his erimes”. He will fall only
when the German masses begin
to move. And they will begin to
move only when they see a chance
for success, only when they feel
they have a fighting chance, and
a real way out. )

WHAT REVOLUTIONARY

POLICY COULD HAVE DONE
If five month sago, this policy

of revolutionary war had been

adopted by the Soviet masses, by

this time and not ‘“perhaps”
in a year — deep fissures would
already have appeared in the Ger-
‘man home front. The German
soldiers would by this time have
been in ferment, they would be

asking questions, they would be’

thinking about the future. The

ferment in Germany would have”

raised to fever piteh in the oc-
cupied countries. Real help
would have been on its way to
the embattled Soviet masses, and
it would have been the kind thab
would sweep the Hitlers and
Churchills from the face of the
earth.

But Stalin’s “substitute” for
this powerful weapon has been
to place dependence on the “dem-
ocratic” imperialists. In returt
for this policy, the Soviet masset
have already paid a terrible price
they have suffered calamitous
blows. Meanwhile Hitler has felt
secure in Germany and free teo
throw all his forces against the
workers state,

Events themselves—as well as
Churchill’'s statement have
shown the bankruptey of Stalin-
ism. But it is folly to believe
that Stalinism will change its
course and adopt the revolution-
ary program. It will continue the
cry for a “western front” to come
to the rescue of the USSR. It
will cast about for other pana-
ceas to lull the Soviet masses and
confuse the Stalinist rank and
file.

C. P. MEMBERS WARNED
NOT TO SPECULATE

In his Question and Answer
column in the Nov. 17 Daily
Worker, William Z. Foster tries
to answer the question which has
been worrying and alarming so
many rank and file members of
the C. P.: “Can the Soviet Union
lick Hitler without outside help ?”
His answer: “This is an abstract
speculative question. . . It is not
our task to speculate as to wheth-
er or not the Soviet Union can
beat Hitler alone. Our job is to
wake up the American people to
a fuller realization that this is
their war and that the Red Army
is defending the United States as
well as the USSR, ete

The Stalinist bureaucrats are
panic-stricken lest the rank and
file begin to think about the fun-
damental problems involved in
the defense of theSoviet Union,
The ranks are beginning to ask
“abstract speculative questions”
not only in the United States,
but also in the USSR.

“It is not our task to specu-
latet” shrieks Foster. What he
really means is that any worker

who begins to ask questions.has.

already taken the first step on
the road of understanding that
Stalinism is incapable of leading

a successful defense of the first

workers state.
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- Day By Day Summary Of The Minnesota Trial

Judge Denies
Defense Motions

(Qontinued from page 1)
acquittal for the 28 defendants at
12:30 P. M. today with a brilliant
iwo hour address by Albert Gold-
man, himself one of the defend-
ants, raising many points of law.

But the moment Goldman end-
ed, Judge Joyce began reading a

prepared statement overruling
Goldman., The statement, of
course, did not answer most of
- Goldman’s points since it was
prepared before Goldman had
spoken.

FIVE ACQUITTED,
APPEAL FOR AID TO 23

The judge directed a verdict of
acquittal for 5 of the defendants
on the ground that there was “not
sufficient evidence of knowledge
of the party by such defendants
or that they participated in the
actjvities to overthrow the gov-
ernment by force and violence,”
and ruled against acquittal for

the 23 other defendants.

The five acgquitted were Doro-
thy bchultz George Froqlg, Rosc
Seiler, * Walter Hagstrom and
Nick Wagner. They will continue
to "attend the trial and aid the
defense.

“We remain in complete soli-
darity with the defendants,” de-
clared Dovothy Schultz, who is
St. Paul organizer of the SWP.
“We must redouble our efforts to
save our comrades and friends.
The rest of the Judgea ruling
today means that we must pre-
pare for the worst.”

The defense opened its case
this afternoon, with James P.
Cannon, national secretary of the
SWP and one of the leading de-

fendants, first wifrgess.
The description of the thirty
vears he has spent in the labor

movement constituted a primer of

as the

socialism in this eountry.

Government Asks
Convictions As

It Ends Its Case

Prosecution Repudiates the Free Speech
Doctrine Advocated by Holmes-Brandeis

MINNEAPOLIS, Nov. 17.—
That the “sedition” trial of the
Socialist Workers Jarty and
Local 544-CIO is an assault
upon the right of free speech

- became plainer than ever today,
when Attorney General Biddle’s
spokesman in the trial, Special
Assistant  Attorney  General
Henry Schweinhaut, openly re-
pudiated the Holmes-Brandeis
principle of free speech for revo-
lutionists — the famous “clear
and present danger” doctrine.

Schweinhaut was answering for
the prosecution a defense motion
—made when the government
completed its case at noon today
— asking dismissal of the case
on the ground that the govern-
ment had failed to prove that the
28 defendants had conspired to
overthrow the government by
forece and violence.

In the course of - Defense At-
torney M. J, Myers’s argument
for the motion, he appealed to
the famous free-speech dactrine
of the late Supreme Court justices
Holmes and Brandeis, This doc-
trine, originally enunciated in
the concurring opinion in the
Anita Whitney case and the dis-
senting opinion in the Gitlow
case, held that revolutionists have
a right to free speech as long as
they do not constitute an imminent
threat to the continued existence
of the government, Only the im-
mediate danger of a “present con-
flagration” could justify the sup-
pression of the rights of press
and assembly of a revolutionary
party, said Holmes and Brandeis.

Liberal forces, notably the
American Civil Liberties Union,
have sought to maintain and ex-
tend this “clear and present dan-
ger” doctrine as the very heart
of free speech.

THE ACLU POSITION

In a letter of protest against
this “sedition” trial, sent by the
American Civil Liberties Union to
Attorney General Biddle on Au-
gust 2, the ACLU had reminded
Biddle that, even if the statutes
on which the trial is based are
not unconstitutional, the ‘clear
and present danger rule” shauld
protect the defendants, Attorney-
General Biddle's Sept 4 reply to
the ACLU Imphcnly accepted the
“clear and present danger rule”
and instead argued that the gov-
ernment would prove the defend-
ants guilty of a serious “overt
act,” that of “arming workers,”
which “is clearly sufficient to re-
move the case from one involving
expression of opinion.”

But Biddle's alibi for this pro-
secution has broken down- com-
_ bletely in the course of this trial.
It broke down, indeed, as soon
as the government began its case,
U, S, District Attorney Victor An-
derson, in the opening statement
for the prosecution, made no at-
tempt to claim he would prove
Biddle’s contention that the Un-
fon Defense Guard of Local 544
constituted “arming workers.”
And now that the government’s
cagse is completed, all it has

“proved” is the original conten-

tion of the defense, that the sole
arms owned by the Union Defense
Guard consisted of two single-ac-
tion target rifles and two single-
actipn target pistols.

What has happened instead in
this trial is plomsely what the
defense and the Civil Liberties
Union contended would happen—
it is a prosecution for opinion,

Instead of carrying out Bidd-
les’ promise “to remove the case
from one invulving expressjon of
opinion,” Prosecutors Anderson
and Schweinhhant have called for
imprisonment of the defendants
solely on the grouynd that they
eapouse the doctrines of the SQ-
cialist Workers Party,

Anderson’s opening statement
made this ¢lear when he declared
that:

“Usually in connection with a
conspiracy count or charge, it is
inecumbent upon the prosecuting
authorities to establish some overt
act, some positive step or act done
to bring about or in furtherance
of the conspiracy; but it is the
position of the Government in
this ecase that that is not
required, and that in this case
the conspiracy itself is made un-
lawful, and that it will not be
incumbent upon tlie Government
to do any more than to show the
establishment of this conspiracy '™

In other words, the government
need prove nothing except advo-
cacy of the overthrow of the gov-
ernment — nothing moye, that is,
than wriften doctrines.

Today Schweinhaut carried his
colleague Anderson’s line one step
further, saying:

#The government’s position . is
that even though the defendants
may never have done anything
about overthrowing the govern-
ment, the defendants can he pun-
ished by the government for advo-
cating its overthrow.”

AGAINST HOLMES-
BRANDEIS RULING
Schweinhaut made this state-
ment after sharply disassociating
the government from any adher-
ence ‘to the “clear and present
danger” doctrine of Holmes and
Brandeis. He admitted that the
two Supreme Court justices had
asked their cblleagues to free the
defendant, in a case similar to
this, on the ground that his ad-
vocacy of the overthrow of the
goyernment did mnot constitute a
“clear and present danger” of im-
minent overthrow, But, Schwein-
haut argued, the Holmes and
Brandeis doctrine had mnot been
accepted by the Supreme Court,
nor did he accept it as prosecutor,
The liberal jurisprudence of
Holmes and Brandeis has often
been thought to have become the
official doctrine of the New Deal
and, through Roosevelt's appoint-
ments, of the Supreme Court.
That is not so, Schweinhaut
made clear today. He and his
masters, Biddle and Roosevelt,
prefer the conservative opinions
of the Supreme Court majority
which upheld the convictions in
“sedi\tlon’-’ and “criminal syndical-
lsm” cases during the last war

and npest-war period.

Defense Counsel Myer argued
that the Socialist Workers Party,
organized publiely and acting en-
tirely in the open, is not a con-
spiracy, He declared thal the
prosecution had failed to intro-
duce any evidence showing a con-
spiracy for the violent overthrow
of the U, S. government,

SCHWEINHAUT'S
ARGUMENT

Schweinhaut's appeal to the
judge not to dismiss the case con-
gisted of itwo main points:

(1) The Socialist. Workers Par-
ty, through its literature and
leaders, made preparations for _a
future nossmllity when the U,

government could be overthrown;
consequentily the Socialist Work-
ers Party can e prosecuted now.

(2) The party is bound, noi
aonly by its official program and
public activities, but equally also
by private conyersations of imdi-
vidual members,

This second point is central to
the government’s cage which, hav-
ing failed to establish advocacy
of violence in the parfy's litera-
ture and public activities is, in
reality, entirely based on alleged
private conversations of defend-
ants,

These cangocted conveysations
are all 1'epb,l‘led_ by stoolpigegns

~ Twelfth Day

MINNEAPOLIS — Violet Wil-
liams, widow of Thomas Williarus,
late head of Tobin's “Commitiee
of 99,” was on the stand when
the session opened. Under cross-
.questioning she testified that ler
husband was discharged as an or
ganizer by the executive board o,
Local 644 on Feb, 21 and that
he contacted FBI agents who
came to his house the “latter
part of February” This was
further proof of the charge made
by the defense, that the Tobin
agents in Minneapolis were work-
ing with the FBI against the
leadership of Local 544 long be-
fore the indictment on which this
trial is held.

The prosecution entered into a
lengthy chain of evidence to es-
tablish that V. R. Dunne, James
Cannon, and Farrell Dobbs had
entered Mexico to see Trotsky in
1938, The defense interrupted to
signify that it was ready to sti-
pulate as to the facts of this
visit to Mexico,

Glen Smith, member of Tobin’s
Committee of 99 and of Tobin
goon squads, was the next wit-
ness, He testified that he had
never been a member of the SWP,
but had been asked to join by
Jake Cooper who allegedly prom-

also told him "“we need armed
Irevol,ution."

" Smith could remember nothing
else and proved such a poor wit-
ness that Prosecutor Schweinhaut
stopped short and offered to with-
draw the witness but Defense At-
torney Goldman insisted on cross-
questipning him. ' Goldman drew
from Smith the.admission that,
while with the Tobin Goon
Squad, he had beaten up Jake
Cooper, Smith also admitted that
he had previously worked for a
special detective,

MILITARY PQLICY
STRESSED

The prosecution spent the rest
of the morning and part of the
afternoon in reading to the jury
excerpts from the Socialist Appeal,
of 1840, mow THE MILITANT,
mostly dealing with the party's
slogan of military training under
trade union control.

L8

Government witness FEugene
Lundholm testified next. He was
present in Washington in 1938

ised him a job if he joined and,

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 12

who are on Daniel J, Tohin’s pay-
5, roll here.
when defendant Carl Skoglund

asked the late Senafor Lundeen to
aid Trotsky in securing an asy-
lum heve. He had seen a red flag
in the union hall in the winter
of 1936-1938, The only (’.dng:{ji_vnhle
point in putting Lundholm on the
witnegs stand was that he was
not on Tobin’s payroll and there-
fore might be listed later by the
prosecution as one impartial wit-
1ness,

Next witness was William Hen-
derscheid, 'truck driver, who tes-
tified he had been a member of
the SWP for one month in Au-

gust, 1938; had joined because
defendant Kuehn told him it
would help him get a job; did

not get the job and dropped oui
of the party. Under cross-' exan
ination he admitted he had at-
tended ‘“one meeting” of Tobin's
Committee of 99 and had met an
FBI agent at Mrs. Williams home
earlier this year, )

ARNOLD JOHNSON'S
TESTIMONY

Next witness was Arnold Jahn-
son, a Local b44 organizer in
1935-1938, who was tried and ac;
quitted for murdering Lpeal 544
FPresident Bill Brown on Muy 25,
1938, He testified that he had
never been a SWP member
though asked to join, and had
contributed $5 a week of hiz sal-
ary to the Party, His testimony
was s0 harmless that the only
conceivahle explanation for put—
the pmsecutmn hoped ti'l"ll, his
appearance would fevive in the
press the story of the Bill Browa
murder.

Much of the rest of the after-
noon was spent by the prosecu-
tion reading many excerpts 1o
the jury from the Socialist Ap-
peal, particularly on the Unien
Defense Guard. The prosecution
also read to the jury an article
by Albert Goldman condemning
the courts as instruments of the
capitalist class.

Next witness was Emanuel G
Holstein, Tobin Committee of 97
member, who testified that he had
joined the party in 1935 and left
in July, 19'39, having attended a
total of five meetings of the party
from January, 1938 to July, 1089,
Holstein identified most of the de-
fendants as party members, .

Thirteenth Day

Government witness IHolstein
was on the stand again and he
testified that he had attended a
SWP banquet at which the “In-
ternationale” and  “Solidarity
Forever” were sung. He testified
that V. R. Dunne told Holstein,
when the latter registered for the
draft: “We need 2,000 more like
you in the Army.” (This was
after Holstein, by his own testi-
mony, had left the party).

Under cross-examination Ial-
stein admitted his pppesition in
Local 544 to the leadership, all
of whom are among the defenad-
ants in this trial. He was one of
a group, led by Tobin agent
Thomas Williamis, who charged
farmers and out-of-town truckers
a minimum of $3.00 each for un-
loading their trucks when the:
came to pick up heer at the Min-
neapolis Brewery. Defense Coun-
cil Goldman charged that this was
a racket which was prohibited by
the union executive bhoard and
that the conflict between Tobin
agents and the union leadership
broke out at that point,

HOLSTEIN'S ADMISSION

THURSDAY,

.| his

Further under cross-examina-
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tion Holstein admitted that he
had never heard or seen advocacy
of the use of force and violence
in any pamphlets, newspapers, or
speeches made by any party mem-
ber, an admission which threw
into sharp relief the fact that
all his previous testimony as to
advocacy of violence consisted of
alleged private conversations of
defendants.

In attempting to take the edge
off this admission by Holstein,
the prosecution questioned him
again and Holstein solemnly re-
ported that party members were
in the habit of saying to each
other: “To the red dawn.”

ANOTHER TOBIN AGENT

The next wituess was Sidney
Brennan, on Tobin's payroll_ as
appointed Secretary-Treas
urer of “Local 544" — AFL, He
testified he joined the SWP for
a short time in the spring of 1938:
identified various defendants as
party members; and guoted wari-
ous remarks they had allegedly

made in private conversations.
.Under cross-examination he ad-
mitted that he had testified

against the defendants before a

alst

Tobin cemmitteg in Chicago in
April and hbefore Tobin himsell
in Washington in June,

Helen Hanifan, hookkeeper for
Tobin’s receiver, T. T. Neal, was
the next witness, She {estified
she had joined the SWP for a
short time in 1938; had seen de-
fendants Hamel and Hansen col-
lecting funds for the Party,
Under cross-examination
inadvertently put an end to the
prosecution’s previous altempts Lo
claim that the union had paid
Emil Hansen's salary while Han-
sen was a bodyguard for Trotsky
in Mexico; she admitted that the
union  had never jssued checks
to Hansen during that period.
Next witness was Harriet Kar-
len, stenographer for the Tobin
receiver. Her sole testimony con-
sisted of saying that she had
seen defendants collecting money
and MILITANT subscriptions for
the party, The sole conceivable
explanation for putting her on
was that she was handsome
enough to make up in part for

she

of Tobin witnesses who preceded
her,

“FRENCH GOVERNMENT
NEEDED FUNDS”

Next witness was George
O'Brien, Tobin appointee as or-
ganizer for Tobin's union here.

O'Brien gravely testified that de-
fendant Frosig' had taken him
to an SWP branch meeting at
which James Cannon was speak-
ing and that “ihe Socialist Party
was the Government of France
then and Mr. Cannon said the
government was in bad need of
funds so he was laking pledges
to raise money for them at the
meeting "'

In the roar of 1aughim that {ol-
lowed this testimony, the defense
waived the right to cross-examine
O’Brien, The rest of the day was
taken up by the prosecution read-
ing to the jury sections from the
Manifesto of the Fourth Interna-
tional on the war; ofther anti
war material; an editorial defend.
ing the USSR; and the section
from the Manifesto on the role

the unsavory looks of the siring

of trade unions.

ourteenth Day

FRIDAY,

The first part of the day was
spent with the prosecution read-
ing to the jury numerous ex-
cerpts; -,F‘e]ix' Morrow's “Labor’'s
Answer to Conscription,” other
anti-war excerpts from the So-
cialist Appeql, and apparently
everything that the prosecution
had 'b_ee_n_ able to find in the party
press advocating a People’s Refer:
endum on War.

The significance of this last item
is that earlier in the trial Judge

Joyce had ruled, in admitting
items on advocating a People’s
Referendum on War, that the
right of declaring war is vested

solely in Congress and that, hence,
advocacy of a People’s Referen-
dum ‘suggests the use of the meth-
ods charged in the indictment’—
that is, a People's Referendum on

War suggests the use of lorce
and violence!
Among the anti-war articles

from the Socialist Appeal read to
the jury by the prosecution was
one by Lenin written in 19i5
which, however, Prosecutor An-
derson read as if it were a cur-
rent editorial in the Socialist Ap-
peal, It took a protest by defense
Counsel Goldman to have the ar-
ticle identified to the jury as
Lenin’s,

The prosecution then read to
the jury various items from the
party press on the famous Madi-
son Square Garden demonstration
led by the SWP against the Nazi
Bund on February 27, 1939,

STILL ANOTHER
TOBIN PAYROLLER

Next witness was Tobin organ-
izer Eugene Williams, hrother of
the late Tom Williams, head of
the Tgbin farces in Minneapolis.
He testified that he joined the
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SWP in 1938 and quit in 1939;
attended a total of about 10 meet-
ings; and that he had left the
Party when he had “discovered”
that it advocated the use of viol
ence,

Under cross-examination le
identified the first time he heard
the use of violence advocated was
at the first meeting "he at
tended in 1938, where Felir
Morrow was the speaker, The
only other item on violence he
testified to was a bar room con
versation by V., R. Dunne wher
Dunne allegedly spoke of turning
the guns on the bosses. Under
cross-examination Williams ad
mitted that he had talked to the
FBI as early as last March.

Next witness was Elmer Bnck-
ingham, member of Tobin's Com-
mittee of 99, who testified that
he had been invited .io join the
SWP and had not done so, Ile
testified V. R, Dunne advocated
the use of violence in a barroom
and Jake Cooper made similar
statements in a card game in the
union's club room. He also testi-
fied he heard V. R, Dunne advo-
cate the use of force and violence
against the government at the
first meeting of the Union De-
fense Guard in the fall of 1938,

BUCKINGHAM SPILLS
THE BEANS

A sensation was created in the
court room when Buckingham,
under cross-examination, testified
that FBI agent Perrin had got-
ten him to sign an affidavit in
April, which was used hy the
Tobin forces in Local 544 i_n ap-
pealing to Tobin to oust the un-
ion leadership.

This was further testimony es-

tablishing the fact that the FBI1

had aided the Tobin forees in
their ﬁ,!:‘,"hl'. against the leadership
of Local 544, Under rejircct ex-
amination, Bugkingham tgok the
plain hint from Prosecytor Ander
son and stated that the alfidavi
he had signed for FBI agent Per-
rin in April had heen another
one than that signed for Tobin,
The afternoon session epaned
with the introduction by the pros-
ecution of issues of THE MILI-
TANT published since the indict.
ment was handed dawn on Jaly
15th.

Next witness was Edward Blixt;
Tobhin appoiniee as a teamster or-
ganizer, who testifiel that Emil

the SWP in June, 1941 The snle
point of this testimony was the .
attempt by the prosecution to
identify Hansen as being a party
member after June 28, 1840
the date when the Smith Act, in
which the second count of tha in-
dictment is based, became law.
The mnext witness was Bdward.
Schurick, former  general man-
ager of radio station WLO1L, who
testified that defendant Grace
Carlson, then the party's candi-
date for United States Senator
from Minnesota, had four radio
speeches during the 1940 ecami- .
paign, and identified ihe text of
three of QGrace Carlson's radio

Hansen had spoken to him about

speeches,

Fifteenth Day

Judge Joyce opened the session
with - several rulings admitting
into evidence various exhibits
previously offered by the prose-
cention, Among those he accepted,
over ohjectiohs of the defense,
were the texts of two radio
speeches made by Grace Carlsom
over WLOL last year when she
was the party's candidate  for
United States Senator from Min-
nesota; and articles in
MILITANT of August 16, 1941 —
articles published after the in-
dictment on which this trial is
taking place was handed down on
July 15th.

Prosecutor Anderson then read
numerous excerpts from articles
to the jury, At one point defensc
attorney Goldman interrupted to
point out to the court that An-
derson was reading quotations
from an article from Karl Marx
without having first explained tc
the jury that he was reading from
Marx. Anderson said he didn’t
know the difference between Karl
Marx and the editor of the Fourth
International.

The defense asked Judge Joyce
te instruet the jury -that the
Smith “anti-sedition” Act hecamr
law on June 29, 1940 and there
fore all material introduced into
evidence published prior tp that
date is not applicable tofthe dé:
fendants, (The second count of
the indictment is under the Smith
Act).

JUDGE'S RULING

The judge however, ruled that
(1) material published before
June 29th but used after that in
any way is applicable to the de-
fendants and (2) material pub-
lished before then may be “indi-
cative of the state of mind" of
the defendants after June 29,
1940,

Practieally all the rest of the
morning was spent by Anderson
reading excerpts to the jury in- |,

cluding Grace Carlson’s radio
speeches; quotations from Karl
Marx appearing in the party

press; an artiele by Morrpw on
“The Lessons of Spain;” and a

MINNEAPOLIS, Nov.

structions to all Communist Par-
ty members and sympathizers in
the trade unions to oppose any
form of aid to the defendants.

Minor was ostensibly speaking
on the “24th anniversary of the
USSR.” but his speech made it
clear that he had come to Min-
neapolis to put a halt to any ten-
dency among Stalinists to give
any form of suppert to the work-
ers on trial. Fifteen of the 28
defendants are leaders and mem-
bers of the famous Minneapolis
motor transport workers union,
Local 544-CIO, and the CIO na-
tionally is backing the defense.
There has been heavy pressure
from the ranks upon the local
Stalinist leaders in the CIO to
give wholehearted support to the
defendants.

ATTACKED TROTSKYISTS,
“IGNORE” TRIAL

Addressing an audience of
about 400 in Eagles Hall which
included Cemmunist Party dele-
gations from - Duluth, Bemidji,

Aurora and other points of the

16. — Increased activity against the
Socialist Workers Party was demanded here tonight by Robert
Minor, Acting National Secretar} of the Communist Party.
(,ommﬂr in the midst of the *
court here, in which the national and local leadership of the
Socialist Workers Party are among the 28 defendants, Minor’s
gddress constituted stringent in-*

‘sedition” trial in the federal

Northwest, Minor constantly
punctuated his address with at-
tacks on the Trotskyists, while
“ignoring” the trial of the 28.

Minor’s speech was read from
a prepared text and was obvious-
ly meant as a major political ad-
dress.

Minor began by speaking at
great length on what he called
the “similarities” between the
United States and the USSR, em-
phasizing that a great mistake
had been made in the past by
“exaggerating the differences be-
tween the two great democracies.”

The only differences bhetween
the two countries, according to
Minor, was that there are “im-
perfections” in the democracy of
the United States, and the “USSR
has a little broader democracy
than we have.” ’

The main thing that the United
States could learn from the
USSR, Minor indicated, was how
to handle the “Fifth Column”.
and partcularly the Trotskyists.
Minor quoted approvingly from

an article by Joseph E. Davies,

dozen or so items fram the party

Robert Minor Attacks
.W.P. In Minneapolis

>~ —
former U. S. Ambassador tp the

USSR. Dayvies has recently an-
nounced a “change of mind” on
the Mescow trials, haying come
tn the conclusion, now that Stalin
supports the “democracies”, that
the “Moscow trials were nothing
but a house cleaning of traitors.”

WANTS “NATIONAL FRONT”

Minor called for a “national
front of all patriotic Americans
in support of administration poli-
cy”, which woyld “include the
foremost bishops, biggest of husi-
ness interests, including the
wealthy classes.”

This “national front” would
have the purpose of rallying the
whole nation to participate in the
war and fight against the “Fifth
Columnists” at home.

The enemy that Minor feared
above all at home was the So-
cialist . Workers Party. He so-
lemnly revealed that the name
of Hitler's party is the National
Socialist Workers Party, angd
dwelt on the verbal similarity of
that with the Socialist Workers
Party! This was conclusive proof
for Minor that the Trotskyists
were agents of Hitler! (There was
no question peried, se nobody
could confront Minor with the
fact that Socialist Workers Par-
ty is also the name of a German
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press’ advocating military train-

ing under control ol the trade
unions.
At noon the government an-

nounced that it had complefed its
cage, The defense then made a
motion for a directed verdict dis-
missing the case, since the gov-
ernment had nol proved a con-
spiracy, Argument on the motion
began at 2 P. M. and took the
rest of the afternoon. i
A significant statement wa$§
made by Assistant U. S, Attorney
General Schweinhaut in his an-
swer to the defense argument, He
clearly disassociated the govern- .
ment from any adlrerence to th€
“clear and present danger” doc-
trine of Holmes and Brandeis.
He admitted that Holmes and
Brandeis had asked the United
States Supreme Court, in a case
similar to this, tp free the de-
fendant on the ground that his
advocacy of the overthrow of the
government did not constitute g
clear and present danger of im-
minent overthrow of the govern-
ment. But, Schweinhaut argued,
the Holmes and Brandeis doctrine
had not been accepted by the
c-?uplem.e Court! i

The government’s pU'-;Itlpn
Schweinhaut stated, is that “even
though the defendants may never
have done anything about over:
throwing the government,” the
defendants can be punished by
the government for advocating its
overthrow. '

Coupled with the opening state-
ment of Prosecutor Anderson,
which had denied that the gav-
ernment needed to prove any .
overt act committed by the de-
fendants, Schweinhaut’s state-
ment made it absolutely clear
this is a prosecution of the doc-
trines of the SWP,

which is hand-in-hand with the

Stalinists in the camp of the
“democracies.”)
Miner warned his audience

that this was not the time for
unions to put forward grievan-
ces, “even justified grievances.”
He quoted approvingly from a
speech of ‘AFL President William
Green, telling the workers “to
stay on the job, keep producing.”
As an example of what he
meant, ilinor stated that although
the coal miners were justified in
the demands they had made to
the Steel Trust, nevertheless “the
union must not be provoked to
stop defense production.” ¢

MINOR COMPLAINS
ABOUT PRODUCTION

He admonished the Minneapa-
lis trade unions that they hadn’t
done one-tenth of what they can
do for defense production,” and
declared that the powerful trade
unions would have to learn to dis-
cipline themselves to work for
war production. ’

Minor denied that England and
the United States were acting ag
imperjalist powers in this war,. -
As proof of this, he quoted at
length from speeches of Roose-
velt and Stalm

memberq of the audlence h._ad ac-
cepted copies of THE MILITANT
as they were being distributed
prior to the meeting. He urged
his audience not to believe “those
who have strange sources of
money with which to stand on
sidewalks and give away pa-
pers.”

Minor closed his speech with &
demand that the armed forces of
the nation be immediately thrown
into the war.

Not once in the course of the'
entire address did he use the
words “October Revolution.” Nov.
7th he called the “founding of the”

Saviet Republic” and “Russia’s

emigre labor group- (S. A. P)July 4th.”
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By JACK WEBER

The expansion of Japanese

tt_orically by a process of shrewd timing and bargaining. Every
time that Europe has been engulfed in war or crisis, the Japan-

ese militarists took advantage
Pacific. Always too there has
and contradictions among the ot
diplomatic bargain.
made full use of the intense ri-
valry between Czarist Russia and
Great Britain at the end of the
nineteenth and the beginning of
the twentieth centuries. The seiz-
ure of Manchuria was timed when
the economic crisis had reached
such depths that no country
would have dreamed of going to
war for the sake of China.

The attempt to subdue the rest
of China and to make this vast
country a Japanese colony, was
timed when fascism had become
such a menace in Europe that the
powers wanted to have their hands
free to deal with the new threats
of German imperialism., Japan-
ese timing was again perfect. The
generals made only one little mis-
take. They felt that the seizure
of all the ports and the coast-
line and the industrial centers of
the mainland would surely force
the Chinese into submission by
sheer starvation.

But the very backwardness of
China proved her salvation. The
Chinese had not yet learned, as
an advanced nation, to depend on
machinerys and mechanization.
_ Human muscles were still the
“main source of power in produc-
. tion. The Chinese could retreat
far into the interior with their
_simple tools and live on the vast

JapanSen

Thus Japan*

sAnotherSpecialEnvoy
~ To ""Discuss’’ Far Eastern Crisis

-+

imperialism has taken place his-

and reached out for loot in the
been the same use of rivalries
her powers that made for a good

supply and plying their handi-
srafts. KEach locality could sup-
port itself.

It was this ability to continue
on their own that threw the en-
tire Japanese machine out of
gear. Instead of an “incident”
lasting a few months, the Japan-
ese had g full-scale war on their
bands, a never-ending war that
has brought Japan to the verge
of economice ruin.

JAPAN'S SECOND
MISCALCULATION

Japan’s aim was to continue its
expansion by taking further ad-
vantage of the war in Europe to
seize the colonies of the other
powers as well as a part or all
of Siberia. If Japan’s hands had
not been tied to such an extent
in China, the militarists would
probably have intervened before
now in Siberia. Because China
was not yet subdued and required
that Japanese troops be maintain-
ed ‘there, the imperialists did not
dare to invade Siberia until the
Soviet Union had been brought
to her knees by Hitler. The Jap-
anese relied on Hitler to achieve
a quick victory.

This was the second miscalcula-
tion, both of Japan and of Hitler.
he Red Army stood up better

Moscow still stands. It is quite
likely that Japan was to get the
signal to intervene in Siberia the
moment. Moscow fell. The very
showing made by the Red Army
made the Mikado's generals hesi-
tate. The action of the United
States and Great Britain in com-
ing 'to the support of Stalin and
in putting the economic squeeze
on an already exhausted Japan,
.as further thrown confusion intc
the hearts of the Nipponese im-
perialists. They are driven to
seek more loot both southwards
and northwards but they must
act cautiously and seek again the
the right timing.

The United States is not yet so
much involved in the Atlantic
that the Japanese can feel they
can go ahead full steam in the
Pacific. If the United States be-
came involved by an actual decla-
ration of war against Hitler, the
Japanese might onece more seize
the initiative and move. But for
the moment the risk is too great,
the enemies too numerous.

In such a situation a nation re-
sorts to diplomacy to try to ob-
tain some partial gains by bar-
gaining while awaiting a more
opportune moment to strike.
Hence we see the play to gain
time with a special diplomat fly-
ing to Washington to present
“new” proposals. Kurusu himself,
the diplomat chosen for this “deli-
cate” work, does not have the
slightest faith in his mission. In
fact his remarks to friends in Ha-
waii, “strangely” wmade publie,

land by raising their own food

than the Japanese had expected.

his mission will fail, but that the
very failure may prove the sig-
nal for a new Japanese move to-
ward war, United States or no
Jnited States.

KURUSU’S MISSION
TO THE UNITED STATES

As has been pointed out here
many times, the clash of impe-
rialist interests between the two
countries is too fundamental to be
easily compromised. The news-
papers speculate that possibly the
Japanese will demand the cessa-
tion of all help to China and pres-
sure on Chiang Kai-Shek to come
o terms with the Japanese. Such
terms would mean the ceding to
Japan of g large part of Chinese
territory. What does Japan of-
fer to the United States in re-
turn? Secret diplomacy does not
permit us in on the conference in
Washington. All we can do is to
surmise from the facts we have
at hand. Probably Japan would
offer American capitalism g par-
tially open door; that is, many
economic concessions for trading
with the new country set up. Also
the Japanese may promise not to
intervene in Siberia for a period.
There might even be an offer to
withdraw from the Axis for a
suitable consideration. None of
this can really be satisfactory to
American imperialism which is
beginning: to get into its stride
in military productioh and to lay
out its own time table for con-
quest,

Thie crisis in the Pacific is

ARMY FOR
STRIKERS?

Brigadier General Lewis B. -
Hershey, national director of
Selective Service, recently
“clariffed” his order, issued
originally in June during the
North American Aviation cor-
poration strike, directing the
reclassification of strikers in
war industries for immediate

war-mongering Roosevelt admin
they, conduct a real fight again

draft into the army.

“Each case must be dealt
with  separately,” declared
Hershey. “There can be no
such thing as a blanket re-
classification under the act.”

Hershey isn’t against use
of the draft regulations for
government strikebreaking and
anti-labor intimidation. He
just believes in the efficacy of
the individual, rather than the
collective method so far as use
of the draft is concerned.
When it comes to dealing with
strikers collectively, he still
believes that army troops are
_best.
S ——
even from an imperialist angle.
The postponement of the next
move will not mean the end. of
friction. The explosion cannot
be far distant. When it comes,
whether the immediate move be
to shut off the Burma Road or
some other, intervention in Si-
beria will not be long in follow-
ing. Japan has hardly concen-
trated any large number, of
troops in Indo-China for an ad-
venture towards the Burma Road.
At best this could be only a first
step. The main armies have been
concentrated in Manchuria for

show that he thinks not only ‘that

therefore far from 4 solution,

a drive against the Red Army.

Stalin’s F rame-t’lp‘ Purges Whitewashed

Liberals Aid Stalin’s Imperialist Allies
Spread GPU Lies About the Moscow Trials

By ART

Among the obligations undertaken by the bourgeois demo-
crats in line with the diplomatic needs of their new-found
friendship with Stalin, is a “re-evaluation” of the frameup Mos-
cow Trials. Belated “justifications” are being advanced for the
monstrous purges, which up to now, no one but GPU hirelings,
professional apologies for Stalinism, and the official Stalinist

press dared appraise as anything*
but the frameups they were.

Far from serving their purpose
of discrediting the Trotskyists,
the trials boomeranged on Stalin,
During the pericd of the Stalin-
Hitler pact, the Stalinist press
maintained strict silence about
the trials, and the Trotskyists,
charged in the trials with being
agents of Hitler and the. Mikado,
were transformed overnight by
_ the Stalinist press into agents of
- Anglo-French imperialism.

Now, such representatives
the American bourgeoisie
ﬂarry Hopkins and former am-
bassador to the Soviet Union,
Joseph E. Davies, are assisting
the GPU in its task of white-
washing the Kremlin. Leading
_ publications, such as Time and
Life magazines, and the New York
newsbaper PM, through articles
by its editor, Ralph Ingersoll, also
have given support recently to
the GPU versions of the trials,

DAVIES AND THE TRIALS
The crudest expression of this
campaign so far is contained in
an article by Davies in the Nov-
ember issue of American maga-
" gine. Davies, after admitting that
he had attended some of the ses-
sions of the Moscow trials and
had considered them “fantastic”

of
as
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at the time, now claims to have
gained “new light” on them. Just
what “new” evidence he has un-
covered he does not state. e
merely gives full credence to the
trials and the “confessions,” seek-
ing to implicate Leon Trotsky and
his co-thinkers as agents of Ger-
man and Japanese imperialism,

Davies indicates the purposes
of his article in his conclusion,
stating: “There are no saboteurs,
secret agents or Fifth Columnists
to co-operate with the invaders,
because the Russians were suf’
ciently farsighted to eliminate
them before it was too late. That
is a fact which other liberty-lov-
ing nations might. well ponder.”

Unruestionably this bourgeois
support is extremely welcome to
Stalin. The sustained defeats and
losses of the Red Army have
raised mnew doubts about the
Kremlin's policies among the So-
viet masses, and the workers
everywhere. It has become increas
ingly difficult for Stalin to con-
ceal the direct connection between
the present catastrophic Soviet de-
feats and the 1937-38 purge of
the Red Army command, in
which no less than 40,000 officers
and technicians weré executed or
imprisoned,

The American imperialists are

serving their own ends by aiding
Stalin in his criminal task of
discrediting and destroying the
proletarian revolutionary opposi-
tion to his betrayal of the inter-
national class struggle and his
support of the “democratic” im-
perialists in the war,

Davies is pointing to Stalin's
Moscow Trial frameup method,
“which other Iliberty-loving
tions might ponder,” as a pat-
tern to be followed against the
working class opponents of the
war in this country.

FINDINGS OF THE
DEWEY COMMISSION

The conclusive and irrvefutable
evidence uncovered and made pub-
lic by the Commission headed by
Prof. John Dewey, which exhaus-
tively investigated the Moscow
frameups, has exposed the com-
plete falsity of the *“‘confessions”
in ‘the Moscow trials. The Dewey
Commission produced document-
ary evidence which -proved the
falsity of every alleged material
fact permitted to slip into the
“confessions.” Since the publica-
tion of the Commission’s findings
in 1938, literally no individnal
or group has dared to offer a spe-
cific refutation of them,

So unanswerable are {these
findings that the American mag-
azine, after printing Davies’ ar-
ticle, refuses to permit mention
of them in its columns, The Na-
tion, Nov. 15, reporis:

“The American magazine has
rejected an article by John
Dewey answering one by Joseph
E. Davies in which the former
Ambassador said thalt the Soviet
Union's resistance to Hitler was
made possible by the purging of

na- |’

| widespread outburst of xenopho-

pro-Nazis in the Moscow trials.”
A despicable role in this at-
tempt to justify the Moscow
trials frameups is being played
by the liberals., Echoing the di-
rect spokesmen of the imperial-
ists, the liberal exponents of the
“war for democracy” are likewisS
beginning to “revise” their estim-
ates of the trials and purges,
‘The ‘niost recent examples of
this are contained in the New
Republic, November 17, in a
lengthy compendium of articles
on “Russia Today.” )

SOME “LIBERALS”
HELP OUT

Some of the writers, wary of
stepping on slippery ground, man-
age to discuss the most funda-
mental aspects of Soviet military
and industrial policies without
even mentioning the purges. Max
Werner, in “Prospects for the]
Red Army,” and A. Jugow, in
the “Results of the Five Year
Plans,” write as though the trials
and purges had never been,

Others offer various “explana-
tions” designed to provide belat-
ed hind-sight justification for the
Moscow trial {rameups,

Vera Micheles Dean, in discuss-
ing the “Kremlin's Foreign Pol-
icy,” states: “It would seem more
accurate to say that. the specta-
Mosecow trials reflected a

cular

bia — mistrust of all foreigners.”

According to this view, Stalin
was only yelding to the “xeno-
plhiobia” of the Soviet masses in
the purges which wiped out the
old Bolshevik party, decimated
the trained leadership ol the So-
viet army, government and indu-

pact with Hitler,

John Scott, who. shortly before
the Soviet-Nazi war began was
ordered expelled from the Soviet
Union for articles he wrote in the
London News-Chronicle, gives as
one reason for the purges:

“I am convinced that may of
those high, topflight functio®
aries who disappeared between
1936 and 1938 'gotI into trouble
originally because of their failure
‘to agree with Stalin’s far reach-
ing and ruthless plans for indus-
trialization.”

Scott then goes on to imply
that tens of thousands of leading
officials, technicians, army com-
manders, etc., had entered into
the services of ithe German and
Japanese fascists.

“One of the most important ac-
.complishments of the Soviet ad-
ministrative system has been the
‘elimination of enemy fifth column-
ists . . . In Russia we have seen
no evidence of the existence of
any effective Nazi organizations
or agents, These were eliminatea
by the systematic vigilance on
the part of the Soviet people, the
Communist Party and the NKVD
(GPU). From 1936 to 1938 thou-
sands of individuals who were
accused of hestility to the Soviet
Union were purged. Many inno-
cent men and women suffered un-
justly, but the Quislings and An-
tonescus were liquidated”

WHAT THE “LIBERALS”
ARE REALLY HELPING

John N. Hazard ("The Legal
Framework') brazenly states:
“ ., There was no path open
for society except self-protection,
This approach was extensively

are the leading “isolationistsr”

Only Those Who Fight Against the Cause
Of War Can Lead the Struggle to End War

By MYRA WARD
The “isolationists” are loud in their denunciations

_ of the
istration. But will they, or can
st the war?

To answer this question, one must answer many more. Who

What is their program? What

-

are their principles? *

The leading organization of the
“Isolationists” is, of course, the
America First Committee. One is
immediately struck by the strange
and diverse composition of this
group.

General Robert E. Wood, man-
ager of Sears Roebuck, is the of-
ficial head. Leading spokesmen of
the committee are Lindbergh,
Wheeler, Clark, ete. Represented
on the national committee are
large industrialists whose econ-
omic interests depend on con-
sumption goods rather than
munitions or other war products.
Then there are open fascists, —
people who are connected with
Coughlinite, German-Bundist, or
other pro-fascist, anti-Semitic or-
ganizations. Also there are “lib-
erals” and “socialists”, who are
either pacifists or believe that
America First can conduct an
honest fight against war. Most
of these in the latter group either
deny or. ignore the semi-fascist
character of the group.

Undoubtedly many of the Con-
gressmen who support the Amer-
jea First Committee come from
states, mainly in the Middle-West
and West, where there is a genu-
ine sentiment against the war and
the Administration’s war aims.
That is .why they maintain an
“isolationist” position. Neverthe-
less they support all legislative
appropriations for the -war and
vote billions for munitions.

WHAT THE “ISOLATIONISTS”
DO NOT OPPOSE

The “isolationists” can not con-
duct a fight against the war, for
several reasons. They do not op-
pose, but rather, wholeheartedly
support the system of capitalism
which produces war. They do not
oppose imperialist war aims, the
struggle for control of world
markets, the oppression of colo-
nial peoples.

They may oppose the declara-
tion of war by the United States
against Germany, but that does
not mean they are opposed to im-
perialist war as such. Practically
all of the ‘isolationist” leaders

are already pledged to support a
war for protection of American
imperialist interests in South and
Central America. Several lead-
ing “isolationists” have already
stated that while they are op-
posed to a war with Germany,
they would support a war with
Jepan. If America were to join
an attempt to crush the USSR,
most of them would greet the war
eagerly.

Many “isolationists” who claim
that they are opposed to the war,
are only against the war now.
Most of these feel the United
States is not yet “prepared” for
a large scale war.

Once the administration openly
declares war, when more than,
words are needed in the struggle
against the war, practically all
the “isolationists” will capitulate
and follow in the steps of the
War-mongers.

They head the *“isolationist”
movement today in order to be
able to destroy the genuine anti-
war sentiments of the masses to-
NIOITOW.

WHAT THE
“ISOLATIONISTS” SAY

This fact is verified by the
statements of the leading spokes-
men of “isolationism” who ave
not really opposed to the involve-
ment of the United States in war
but are demagogically exploiting
the anti-war sentiments of the
people to build up their own pres-
tige and leadership. -

Take, for example, the case of
Burton K. Wheeler. He has built
up a considerable following in
the conseript army, by opposing
the extension of the year of draft
service, by advocating more pay
for the boys in camp, and by con-
stantly referring to the broken
promises and war aims of the Ad-
ministration.

Yet on Oct. 19, the New York
Times printed this statement
made by Wheeler: “If and when
this country goes to war. . . every-
thing I do and every word I utter
will be for the successful prose-
cution of that war. As soon as

Can The ‘Isolationists’
Fight Against The War?

the declaration were made, 1
would stump this country from
one end to the other to urge the
people to stand together for vie-
tory.”

Thus this leader of “isolation-

ism” reveals that his opposition

to the war will disappear when
war begins at the very time when
anti-war movements meet their
first real test.

At the October 30 rally of the
America First' Committee ab
Madison Square Garden, Lind-
bergh admitted that to him the
question of war or peace was sec-
ondary.

“The most fundamental issue
today is not one of war or peace,
but one of integrity,” said Lind-
bergh. “Whether we are for in-
tervention or whether we are op-
posed to it, we can unite in be-
lieving that if we have integrity
in our leadership, and confidence
in that integrity, this nation of
ours is great enough to survive
either in adversity or success. If
we have confidence in that in-
tegrity, we will pass through
these years ahead, whether they
be years of peace or years of war,
and emerge a stronger nation
than we were when they began.”

PRINCIPLES OF THE
ANTI-WAR STRUGGLE

No group can lead a successful
fight against war unless it is
guided by certain basic prinei-
ples:

First, opposition to the system
which breeds war — the capital-
ist system.

Second, opposition to imperial-
ist aims — the exploitation of
colonial countries, domination of
world markets, raw materials,
ete.

Third, opposition to the war
not enly now, but also after the
United States has officially en-
tered the war.

- These are the most fundamen-
tal and elementary requirements
of a genuine anti-war group. The
“isolationists” and America First-
ers adhere to none of them. Con-
sequently they do not represent
a movement which the genuine

fighters against imperialist war:

can support.

Only the independent action of
the working class, in line with
the above program, can point the
road to the abolition of war.

(Next week: The Main In-
dustrial and Financial Support-
ers of America First).

s

whether the sincere dissenter or
the paid agents of outside forces.
The fifth column was extermin-
ated before ‘it could form.” If
Stalin exterminated a “fifth col-
umn” before it could form,” that
means it never existed.

No,’ these trials were not di-
rected against “paid agents of
outside forces,” By giving cred-
ence to this GPU argument, Scott,
Hazard and the others who re-
peat this lie are supporting the
very essence of the frameups, the
‘deliberate Stalinist amalgam be-
tween the hundreds of thousands
of pro-Soviet elements who were
executed or imprisoned and spies,
provocateurs, and wreckers.”

The disorganization in Soviel
military and industrial life that
accompanied the purges was as
harmful to the defense of the
Soviet Union as any conceivable
acts’ of actual imperialist s‘piea_
and, saboteurs. The debacle which

stry and wound up with — a

adopted for the political offender,

teday confronts the Soviet Union

POLITICS MAKE STRANGE BEDFELLOWS

By M.

STEIN

To all outward appearance, the American Labor Party
scored a great triumph in the recent New York mayoralty elec-
tions. It elected one of its humble members to the highest of-

fice in the greatest city in the

world. Only a few months ago

this party was torn by internal strife, by bitter struggle between
the Old Guard and the Stalinist wing. This was not just a

family squabble — it was an open™

scandal which was dragged
through the courts and led to a
separation. That, you will remem-
ber, was in the days of the Stal-
lin-Hitler Pact. )

But as soon as Hitler sent his
mechanized hordes against
the Soviet Union, another
mechanized force, the Communist
Party, went into reverse, grinding
to dust all its resolutions against
imperialism and its “Yanks are
not coming” slogans and broke
down the walls that separated

them from the Old Guard in the
ALP. The last election saw the
Labor Party united around- the
candidacy of the Little Flower,
and he received 434,297 votes un-

der the ALP designation
i £k ; !

|  One would expect that this rec-
ent victory which demonstrated
the value of unity when there are
no programatic differences, would
tend to further cement the har-
mony between the Stalinists and
the Old Guard union bureaucrats.
But here is where the pettiness
ol human nature comes.into play.
Small jealousies are once more
threatening to break up this scem-
ingly happy family.

The New York Times of Novem-
ber 16 reports on its front page,
along with the news of the war
and the coal strike, that “Gar-
ment Union Threatens to Quit
Labor Party on Communist Is-
sue.”

'.Wa read' anxiously to find out

1]

what the “communist issue” is.
We thought. for a moment that
the CP might have changed its
line between the time we read
the late aflernoon paper the day
before and the morning Times.
But the Tinmes explains:

“The ‘supreme indignity,” ac-
cording to I. L. G. W. U. spokes-
men, was inflicted when it hecams
known that Representative Vito
Marcantonio, leader of the left
wing of the Labor party, had
spent election night with the

Mayor while right-wing leaders
sought wvainly to gelt in touch
with him.”

A PERPLEXING PROBLEM

And the following paragrapl in-
forms us that: “On the day after
the election the Mayor dent tele
grams to two right-wing chiei-
tains, Luigi Antonini and Alex
Rose, giving the Labor Party cre-
dit for his re-election, but this
did little to assuage the feelings

of the garment workers.””

If we were called upon to take
gides in this conflict within the
ALP, we would require all the
wisdom of a Solomon. We have
been educated in the Marxst
movement to take sides on the
basie of programmatic issues that
are involved in a dispute, and to
judge by that criterion as ta who
is right and who is wrong. We

are quite perplexed, however,

ities.

next morning?
of the altogether too
cases of a man turning his back

when it comes to a question of
complicaled feelings and sensibil-

It would seem to ug thal the
Little Flower would have a heart
‘big enough for both of {he rivals
contending for his affections., Dt
why then did he spend the night
with one while for the other he
had nothing but a bouquet the
Is this another
nsomerous

on a true and -tried, consiscently
wyal lover in exchange for the

nomentary affections of a passing
cenuette?

No, we don't think se, for to
quote again from the Times. “The
ILGWU and the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers, both aligned
with the right-wing in the Labnor
Party, have been the principal
financial and electoral bulwarks
of the party since its formation™
LaGuardia may be accused cf a
lot of erimes, but no one will say
that he does not know which side
his bread is buttered on. Neither
do we think that this is a cass
of one night's indiscretion.

WHY THE LITTLE
FLOWER WENT ASTRAY

Our explanation of it would be
as follows:

LaGuardia is a practical enough
politician to know that you don't
run after a sireet car once you
have caught it. He had the right
wing support in the bag and
pretty securely sewed up. He had
to clinch ‘the Stalinist support,
not because he was in doubt

about the stand of the Stalinist
leadership, but because he knew
that in a ‘closely contested election
every vote would count and it
was for the purpose of deceiving
the Stalinist rank and file espe:
cially in the Transport Workers
Union, which had had to take so
much abuse and insult frem him.
that he had to be particularly
friendly to the Stalinists and
their Marcantonios. '

Doeg this mean that the ALP
is going to have a definite split?
The Times informs us that the
ILGWU postponed final decision
for a month * .. . based on a de-
gire to discuss the matter with
Amalgamated officials after their
return from the CIO convention
in Detroit . ., . "

It is our guess that the threat

of split will bring about all sorts
of efforts to soothe the sensibil-
ities of the ILGWU officials and
a month is a long time in which

is in large part a result of Stal-
in's ruthless destruction of the
compelent military and industrial
leadership.

In order to uphold Stalin as a
defender of “democracy,” the 1ib-
eral apologists for Allied imper-
ialism must become apologistis also
for the abominations of Stalinism,
not the least of which were the
Moscow trials frameups and the
bloody purges. At the same timé,

these liberals aid Stalin’s at-
tempts to discredit the Trotskyist
revolutionary opposgition to his
ruinous policies,

These “defenders” of democracy
are playing the game of the moét
reactionary American imperialists
who are willing to learn from
the methods of Stalinism how
better to persecute and frameup
the Trotskyists and other labor
militants in this country, ’
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‘LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN
EMANCIPATE ITSELF .
mson WITH A BLACK
BRANDED" KARL

Negro Struggle

" By ALBERT PARKER

The For: Bragg Night of Terror

Finally, after three months, the office of the
Seeretary of War has worked up and put out its
whitewash version of what happened at Fort
Bragg early last August when Private Ned Tur-
man, Negro draftee, was shot down for resist-
ing brutal treatment of Negro soldiers by white
Military Police who were following out the “treat
'em rough” policy that is applied toward Negro
soldiers in the Jim Crow army that, is being
prepared for another “war for democracy”.

About the only thing that isn’t denied in the
version put out by the War Department is that
two men — Turman and a white M. P. — were
shot to death. The reason they couldn’t deny
that was that two bodies lay there when the
shooting ended, and it would be stretching it a
little too far to say that they committed suicide.

All the rest of the story, with a few unimpor-
tant exceptions, flies in the face of all the pre-
vious reports given by eyewitnesses at the scene,
the daily papers and news services, the Negro
newspapers, a personal investigator of the N.A.-
A.C.P., and others.

If you will believe the War -Department, the
white M. P.’s did nothing wrong when they step-
ped on that bus on the night of August 6th.
All they did was push some people into seats
and start to remove “one of the ringleaders”.

"Then suddenly “a colored soldier” reached out

and took the revolver out of the holster of the
M. P. who was Iater killed, and fired it six times.
According to this story, the M. P. and Turman
were both killed by this “unknown soldier”; Tur-
man, the story goes, was not killed by the M. P,
Sergeant Owens, who was previously alleged to
have killed Turman “in line of duty”.

It is very strange how well this story serves
the needs of the Army officer caste, whose Jim
Crow syalem was really responsible for the

- tragedy. For if you believe this story, Turman’s

death was an accident, and he didn’t die defend-
ing his rights. Furthermore, his death was an
accident caused not by the authorities, but by
“a colored soldier” who hasn’t been caught yet,
and who probably never will be caught.

The original story was very embarrassing to
the Army tops, but now they can say, “It wasn’t
our fault and it wasn’t Turman’s fault either.”
Thus they can clear their own skirts and at the
same time make Negro draftees forget Turman’s
last words: “I'm going to break up you M. P.s
beating us colored soldiers!” Turman becomes a
victim of cirecumstances; and not a hero to those
who thrilled at his behavior.

And thus the War Department’s statement is
able to say: “A noteworthy feature of the ‘in-
vestigating officer’s report is the finding that,
in no respect did the incident itself, or its after
effects, acquire any semblance of a.conflict of
racial sentiments; and that the occurrence did
not arise from, or cause any, tendency toward
racial diserimination.”

But this report is so raw, and so contradicts
every report made up to now, that the War
Department had to do something it hasn’t often
resorted to: it ordered Brigadier General Benja-
min O:. Davis, one of the few Negro officers in
the Army, to serve on the committee investigat-
ing the Fort Bragg affair. And of course, he
arrived at the same conclusions that the others
reached: everything was fine and dandy, only
thing was to catch the unknown soldier who
was responsible for the whole mess, and what
about.

I don’t know who they expect to fool with
such a whitewash report even though it is sign-
ed by a Negro general. One thing is sure:
they’re not fooling the hundreds of thousands
of Negro soldiers who are still segregated, dis-
eriminated against, insulted and kicked around
just as they were before the report was thought

up, and who know that Jim Crowism, not ac-

cidents, is responsible for “Fort Bragg incidents.”

Chicaro Labor Council

From Illinois Comrade Robert L. Birchman
sends us more information on the recently organ-
ized Negro Labor Council, formed by a group
of active Negro unicnists in an attempt to bring
about closer co-operation between the 50,000 CIO,
AFL and independent Negro union members in
the Chicago area.

The program and purpose of the Council were
outlined as follows in a recent bulletin: “In the
main, the Mid-West Negro Labor Council has but
two purposes. The first is to serve the trade
union movement more effectively. The second is
to organize the Negro community to support the
worthy efforts of organized labor to improve liv-
ing eonditions for all men.

“There are many ways these two things can
be done. Each time we meet, each time a new
member casts his lot with us, we discover new
opportunities for service to labor. Each time we
learn of new ways of bringing the Négro com-
munity closer to labor and labor closer to the
Negro community.”

Temporary officers of the Counecil inelude rep-
resentatives from the following unions: State,
County and Municipal Workers; Inland Steel
Lodge SWOC; Packinghouse Workers Organizing
Committee; United Transport Service Employ-
ees; Brotherhood of FElectrical Workers; and
American Federation of Teachers.

Comrade Birchman adds: “The Dining Car
Cooks and Waiters and the Red Caps have ap-
pealed to the Council to aid them in organizing
public support for a general railroad strike, which
has been authorized by well over 90 percent of
the membership of the two unions. The unions
are asking for a flat 30 percent increase in wages.
This action started when F. G. Hurley, repre-
senting the railroads before Roosevelt’s ‘fact-
finding eommittee’, stated that the roads are will-
ing to raise wages between 5 and 6 percent
only; since this would raise their wages to only
approximately 40 cents an hour, it is easy to
understand why the members of these two unions
are ready to put up a fight. The Council will be
of real help to them if the dispute reaches the
pomt of a strike.” .

The

false
mental idea of the ruling Stal
FFalse theories bring tragic

they refused to take control of
the government and place indus-
try under the control of the work-
ers. Instead they strengthened
capitalism when it was weak, so
that they could, according to their
illusion, gradually transform ca-
pitalism into socialism. They be-
came doctors of  eapitalism in-
stead of its undertakers. _
Their fallacious  theories to-
gether with the treachery of Sta-
linism led to the victory of fas-

cism.
i

THEORY OF THE _
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

The greatest historical achieve-
ment of the human race, the So-
viet Union, was the result of the
correct theories of Bolshevism
under Lenin and Trotsky.

The central idea of the Russian
revolution, was that the Russian
workers’ and peasants’ revolution
was the first of a series of revo-
luticns that would establish so-
cialism In _ the entire world.
Through the datk year of hunger
and intervention this inspired
the Soviet masses. The Russian
workers in making their revolu-
tion knew that unless the work-
ers of other countries, more in-
dustrially developed, joined hands
with the Soviet Union, first in a
socialist United States of Europe
and then a socialist world, the
Russian revolution would in the
last analysis go under. Either
capitalism woild conquer the So-
viet Union or the workers of the
world would ‘vanquish interna-
tional capitalism.

Stalin, who was practically un-
known during the ;:uerwd of the
Russian Revolution, came for-

‘| ward with a “new” idea after the

jefeat of the German workers in
1923, the death of Lenin in 1924
and the coming to power of a
privileged bureaucracy in the So-
viet Union. This bureaucracy
was interested only in maintain-
ing its own power rather than in
achieving the aims of the revolu-
tion. Stalin’s “new” idea was the
theory of “socialism in one coun-
try.” In the words of Stalin this
meant:

STALIN'S THEORY

ing seized power in Soviet Russia,
an uge that power for the es-
tablishment of a fully socialized
society there. For this, . . it is
not essential that there should
have been a vietorious proletarian
revolution in these lands.”
Problems of Leninism, by Joseph
Stalin.

In other words, Stalin held that
the Soviet Union could achieve
socialism by itself if allowed ito
exist in peace by the imperialists.
Let us first examine this idea.
Modern économiic life is marked
by internationalism. For any in-
duétry to funetion it must have
raw materials that come frem all
over the world.

Even the United States, the
most developed and fichest coun-
try in the world, would weaken
and decline economieally if it did
not import products from the rest
of the world.

Not only does every industrial
country buy raw materials but
increasingly it buys finished
goods as well.

Just as it must import, so must
every country sell to the rest of
the world, to keéep its industries
in operation.

With greater industrial devel-
cpment comes greater connection
with the world. Primitive econo-
my has little ot no trade or ex-
change. Modern economy is based
cn an ever-increasing wotld trade
and international division of la-
bor.

Socialism is more advanced
than capitalism. It must develop
and extend the international di-
-vision of labor already achieved
under capitalism, thereby giving
greater well-being to the people
of the entire globe. Under social-
ism, we will not go backward into
a self-contained, national econ-
omy, as Stalin with the reaction-
ary theory of “socialism in onn
country” proposes, but to even
greater internationalism.

_The practical results of the
Y | A

4

For example, many so-called socialists preached the idea
that the way to achieve socialisgm was by a gradual transforma-
tion of the capitalist governments and industry, bit by bit.
When they had the opportunity,*

| enslave the workers there, must

. . that the proletariat, hav- |

talinist Theory Of

“Socialism In One

By C. CHARLES
The defeats of the Red Army are the latest {ruits of .the
“theory of socialism in one country,

1

which is the funda-
inist clique.
results.

theory of “socialism in one coun-
try” were disastrous to the work-

of the Soviet Union.

WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE C. L

to Stalin, be achieved if the capi-
talist countries did not intervene,
it was no longer vitally necessary
for the workers of other countries
to overthrow capitalism in order
to achieve socialism in the USSR,
All that was necessary was that
the Soviet Union not be attacked.

From this idea it was a short
step to make of the Communist
International an organization
whose primary aim was to defend
the Soviet Union instead of over-
throwing capitalism. And from
this, it was an even shorter step
to make of the Communist Inter-
rnational an organizaztion whose
only aim was to defend the Soviet
Union.

The defense of the Soviet Union
is of course a duty of every work-
er. Every attack on the Soviet
Union by capitalism, which in its
search for profits would like to
open the Soviet Union as a mar-
ket- for their goods and as a
source of raw material, and to

be beaten back by the workers of
the Soviet Union and the work-
ars of the ecapitalist countries.

CAPITALIST ATTITUDE
TO THE USSR

The capitalists have, besides
their economic purposes, a poli-
tical aim in desiring to smash
the Soviet Union. They hate and
fear the Soviet Union .because
they are afraid that the example
of the Soviet people who threw
out the Czars and the capitalists,
will be an inspiration to the work-
ers of the capitalist nations.

But the real defense of the So-

ers of the world, including .those

Since socialism could, according |

Soviet Disasters, Defeat Of Revolutions Are Fruits Of

ountry’’

This Theory

.’

J1;hce workers of other countries of

Western Europe and the United
States establish their own gov-
ernment and join hands with the
Soviet Union. The real security
of the Soviet Union is world so-
cialism.
the Soviet Union are the fight-
ing, anti-capitalist workers, The
real defense of the Soviet Union
is part of the workers struggle
against capitalism.

Under the theory that he could
ihu?ld a complete socialist society
if he were not attacked, Stalin
sold out working class movements
all over the world in return for
pacts with the capitalist govern-
ments. ‘He placed his hope in de-
fending the Soviet Union, not on
the workers movement all over
the world, but on agreements and
alliances with this or that eapital-
ist hation.

These capitalist powers de-
manded from Stalin in return for
diplomatic pacts that Stalin
through his contrgl of the Com-
munist parties stifle the mili-
tancy of the workers, and even
put down workers’ revolts.

No Trotskyist is opposed to the
Soviet Union making pacts with
capitalist countries. We are op-
posed to selling out the working
class as a price for these pacts.
A capitalist government does not
change its reactionary character
because it signs a paect with the
Soviet Union. It is still an enemy
of the workers, the Soviet Union,
and of socialism, and the workers
must continue their struggle
against it.

Elsewhere in THE MILITANT
Comrade Lydia Beidel in her se-
ries of articles on the “Crimes
of Stalin” is telling, country by
country, seme of the consequences
of the theory of “socialism in one
country.”

I will just give three examples
to show how the Stalinist policy
not only weakens the struggle .of
the workers of the world but also
the defense of ‘the Soviet Union.

THE FRANCO-SOVIET PACT

In 1934, when Germany under
Hitler was arming itself for the
present war, France and the So-

The real defenders of.

‘Hitler.

which was divected against Ger-
many.

Part of this pact called for the
cessation of the struggle of the
workers in France against French
capitalism. The French workers,
who could easily have taken gov-
ernment.power then if they had a
correct. leadership, were told to
support the French capitalists
who were “friendly” to the Soviet
Union.

Finally, as was to be expected,
after the French working class
was smashed, French eapitalism
turned upon the Soviet Union and
broke its pact with it.

In America, the workers are
told by the Communist Party that
they must not go on strike for
better wages or conditions and
that they must support Roosevelt
because Roosevelt and Stalin are
coming together on the interna-
tiohal scene. This is Stalin’s
method of defending the Soviet
Union. He does not build up the
working elass struggle for imme-
diate gains and for the ultimate
athievement of socialism. Instead
he tells the workers through his
Communist Party to follow Roose-
velt., The end will be that the
American capitalists will try to
crush the independent workers’
movement, and then turn upon
the Soviet Union.

The tragic results of the theory
of socialism in one country come
out most clearly in relation to
the present war between Hitler
and the Soviet Union.

In order to meet Hitler's attack
Stalin was foreed to form an al-
hance with British imperialism.
Fveryone knows that Churchill
hates the Soviet Union and the
workers' cause as mueh as does
Churchill and British ea-
pitalism seek the defeat of the
Soviet Union at the same time
as the defeat of Hitler, so that
Great Britain can deominate the
world. '

CHURCHILL -AND.. .
THE USSR '

Churchill will inevitably turn
against the Soviet Union. Yet,
in order to get this pact.with
Churchill, Stalin forces the Com-

viet Union can only come when

viet Union signed a military pact

munist Party of Great Britain to

The only “crime wave” in

The Boss Press Is Deliberately Whipping
Up a Campaign Against the Negro People

unemployment, discrimination, and bad housing. There is noth-
ing new about these “crimes”; they have existed for many years.

The decaying system of capitalism means depressions, un-
employment, and miserable living conditions for the workers.
These things in turn produce crime, juvenile delinquency, etc.

Harlem is the wave of poverty,

privileged sections of the city, —
Lower East Side, Hell's Kitchen,
South Jamaica, etc., face the
same problems which have sud-
denly atiracted so much attention
in Harlem. Pocketbook snatehing,
knifings, and petty thievery take
place wherever .young boys with
no jobs, no money, and no decent
homes to go to, ream the streets.

NEGROES FACE EVEN
WORSE CONDITIONS

But the situation is even worse
for Negroes. In.addition to aver-
erowding; poverty, and sickness,
they face the barrier of racial
diserimination. The capitalists.
try -to undermine oppesition to
their exploitation and profiteer-
ing by dividing Negro and white
workers, by setting up barriers
between them wherever possible.

Thus Negroes are turned away
from jobs because of the color of
their skin. In spite of the war
boom, most bosses refuse to hire
Negroes in these industries. In
othet fields they are forced into
the lowest paid, most menial jobs
— regardless of how skilled they

The other congested and under-+

Facts and figures on these con-
ditions have been printed repeat-
edly. Mayor LaGuardia is aware
of the situation in Harlem. Yet
the findings of the commission
which he appointed in 1935 to in-
vestigate, the revealing facts on.
ceconomic conditions which the
commission exposed — these the
Mayor suppressed!

]
ATTITUDE OF
BOSS PAPERS

Why have the New York boss
papers suddenly given so much
publicity to this so-called “erime
wave” in Harlem? The Negro
press and various individuals
have correctly pointed out that
this is a deliberate attempt by
the New York papers, particular-
ly the New York Times, to use
this publicity as an attack against
the Negro péople as a whole! Al-
ready it has become even harder
for Negro men and women to ob-
tain the few jobs which were open
to them. That is because the boss
papers are deliberately creating
the impression that all Negroes

may be,
Consequently poverty in Har-

other sections of ‘t'he city. Sick-
ness and mortality rates are al-
most double the rates in other

comparatively the highest; hous-
ing conditions are the worst., The
unemployed are denied adequate
relief. Growing childrenh lack suf-
ficient “schools and reereational
Ffacilities.

lem is even more acute than in:

sections of the city. Rents are '

are thiefs, eriminals, ete.

In addition they are trying to
| whitewash themselves. For they,
the boss elass which dis¢riminates
against Negroes, the landlords
who charge them exorbitant rents

for rat-infested tenements, the
| authorities who fail to provide
i_at!equate relief, schools, and rec-
reation, — and the boss newspa-
| pers who try to hide these facts,
1—— they are the real eriminals!

‘the

chind The Talk About

arlem’s ‘Crime Wave'’

truth about the conditions in Har-
lem. They know, as does every
worker in Harlem, that this is a
battle between the rich and the
poor. They fear the power of the
poor; they fear above all that the
black and white workers will get
together to fight their mutual
enemies,

FIGHT JIM CROW!
All of Harlem is aroused today.

The people know that this is no

“crime wave”. They know that
criminal conditions under
which they are forced to live have

existed for decades. They know
that the bosses, through the
newspapers and the schools,

through their Jim-Crow policies
in industry, in the armed forces,
ete., are trying to divide the white
workers and the Negro workers. -

They have learned that no
change in administration can
solve their problems. So now
meetings are being held through-

out Harlem to protest conditions,

and to see what can be done.

To win the fight against this
latest wave of anti-Negro pro-
paganda, the people of Harlem
must base themselves on a mili-
tant program of unity of Negro
and white against Jim Crowism
and the capitalist system that
produces and encourages Jim
Crowism.

The Socialist Workers Party is
Holding an open forum this Fri-
day evening, Nov. 21, at 8:30
o’clock, where the problem will be
discussed in full. The main
speaker will be Sam Fitzgerald,
Harlem labor and unemployed
leader, and his speech will be
followed by a question and an-
swer and discussion period. Ad-
mission is free. The meetihg will
be held at the headquarters of
the Harlem Branch of the Social-
ist Workers Party, 72 W. 125th
Street.

They are afraid to- tell the

give up its strugegle against
Churchill. Stalinism lulls the Brit-
ish workers to sleep with fairy
tales about Churchill and English
imperialism and tells the workers
they should not struggle for a
workers government.

Stalin gives this in return for
a piece of paper. which bitter ex-
perience shows the capitalists
have no gualms about tearing up
and throwing in Stalin’s face
after he has done the dirty work.

Not only does Stalin give up
the struggle against the capital-
ists of Great Britain, he does not
even struggle against the capital-
ist class of Germany, which put
Hitler in power. He does not ad-
dress any appeals through the
Communist International to the
German masses to rise against
German capitalism and establish
a Union of Socialist Soviet Re-
publics of Russia and Germany.
de does not dare do so, because if
he did, Churchill would object.
Churchill does not want to over-
throw German fascist capitalism;
he does not even want this idea
spread arvound; he wants to eli-
minate only an imperialist rival,
not the system of capitalism it-
self.

Because Churchill objects the
Stalinist International does not
carry on effective international
sceialist propaganda against Ger-
man fascism to arouse the work-
ers of Germany to overthrow Hit-
ler, and thereby disintegrate the
{ascist rear,

STALIN AND THE
GERMAN WORKERS

Stalin tells the German work-
ers to overthrow Hitler, not with
the idea of establishing a work-
ers government in Germany but
with the idea of bringing back
the capitalist republic. Stalin goes
only this far. The German work-
ers, however, know that the capi-
t.list republic only brought un-
employment and erisis to them.
They cannot be rallied to fight
against Hitler with the slogan of
a capitalist republic.

The ideal of world socialism
that inspired the Russian masses
in 1917 is the only thing that can
arouse the German masses
against Hitlerism. Stalin, with
his theory of “socialism in one
country” and fear of antagonizing
Churchill, alienates the German
workers and peasants, the real
friends of the Soviet Union, by
adopting the capitalist war-pro-

gram of Roosevelt and Churchill

whieh holds out only a new Ver-
ailles Treaty to the German peo-
ple in case of defeat.

The theory of “socialism in one
country” has resulted in the de-
feats of the workers of the world
and the weakening of the Soviel
Union through these defeats.
The future of the Soviet Union
depends on the establishment of
workers and farmers govern-
ments in Europe. For this to
tzke place the workers must re-
ject the theory of “socialism in
one country” which has resulted
in so many defeats in the past
17 years and put in its place the
original idéa of the Russian Revo-
lution: world socialism!
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Irving Pl and 15th 8t., N. Y. C.
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Revolution
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7:10 P. M.

Permanent Revolution in

American History
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American Unionism Today
C. CHARLES

] Btlcks out from every s:de.

Davies Suddenly
Remembers About
m The Moscow Trial

By Jack Weber

The ex-Ambassador of the United States to

the Soviet Union, Joseph E. Davies, has been
‘struck with remarkably sudden-light. This light.
made him delve into his own records on’ the
Moscow Trials,
+ Unfortunately the records were all too clear!
His artiele in the American Magazine admits:
“With this thought in mind I recently went
through my diary, and, with the permission of
* the State Department, reread some of my reports
as American Ambassador to Moscow in 1937 and'
1938. Suddenly I saw the picture as I undoubted-
ly should have seen it at the time in Russia.
Much of the world construed the famous treason:
trials and purges from 1935 to 1938 to be out<
rageous examples of barbarism, ingratitude, and
hysteria. But it now appears that they indjeated,
the amazing far-sightedness of Stalin and his-
close associates. In the light of present facts,.
and after an examination of the record, there
can be no doubt that those defendants were, di<
rectly or indirectly, in the employ of the German
and Japanese High Commands.”

What are the present facts to which Dav1es,
refers? He states that he, more than any other:
diplomat, attended the trials and watched the:
proceedings. His conclusion at the time was no
different from that of the rest of the world, “In‘
my reports, I find that I referred to the second.
charge (treason and relations with those High-
Commands) quite casually and as of comparative-.:
ly little importance.” He says this not only of
himself but of others present: “But all of us
there in Moscow at the time, including the diplo-.
mats and the able newspaper correspondents, -
seem to have ‘missed the boat’. I certainly did.”
That is to say, Davies judged the trials to he"
nothing but frame-ups at the time. “We knew.
that Trotsky had a great many followers in Rus-
sia, and we regarded the treason trials as Stalin’s.
methods of destroying his' internal enemies, Talk,
of cooperation with the German and Japanese
High Commands seemed like so much bizarre
window-dressing, a facade to cover the liquidat-
ing of counter-revolutionaries.” P

How Davies Arrives at a Conclusion

Here is a damaging admission indeed. Forget-
ting it a few sentences later, Davies announces:
“They all pleaded guilty, literally beating their
breasts as they heaped guilt upon themselves..
But, as a trained lawyer, not without experience
in testing the credibility of witnesses in crimin-
al trials, I watched the defendants’ faces, studied
their conduct on the stand, and I arrived at the -
conclusion that the state had unquestionably ™
proved its case.” What an unfortunate sentence .
for Davies and his own ecredibility! Davies can "
refer only. te: the: faces of the defendants, not to
their utferly incredible stories!

But what are the facts that made Davies change
his mind? The facts are ABC political faets.
Davies never dreamed of reexamining his conclu-
sions drawn right on the spot during the Hitler-::
Stalin Pact. On the contrary, that Pact redoubled :°
the conviction of the entire world that the trialsi:
had been a vast frame-up from start to finish.-
The facts that changed Davies’ mind have noth--
ing to do with the trials. They have to do with~
the switch in war alliances when Hitler invaded
Russia. The “facts” are that Stalin has become
ihe ally of Great Britain and the United States. :

Politics makes strange bedfellows! Davies and
Roosevelt have beécome bedfellows of Stalin’s.
The “democracies” will prove their good faith to ..
Stalin. They will give him not only material aid, .
but political aid as well. The Allies may not.
establish a “western frent” in a hurry at the
request of the Kremlin dictator. But a little
snoke-screen to help rehabilitate a badly- disered-
ited Stalin in the eyes of the “public” — that is

7 a small expense. o

The decisive factor in the mind of the impe-
rialist diplomat is the fact that when Hitler at- 9
tacked the Soviet Union, no Fifth Column was. _'
there to come to Hitler’s aid. Stalin had rid .
Russia of this Fifth Column in advance. But the ™
Dmly Worker said this long before Davies. The-
trouble is that the “interpretation” proves too
much. The appearance of any kind of Fifth Col--.
umn which might have been linked with the vie-, '
tims of Stalin’s purges, would have been far bet-
ter “proof”. There is no Fifth Column to aid,
Hitler and there never was one! The only Fifth
Columh is the gang in the Kremlin that gave.
litler eveéry aid up to the moment he invaded

1ssia. Silence on that score cannot wipe away
that devastating fact.

But there is the other sad fact, that with so=
“splendid” a united front against the fascist in-
vader, the Red ‘Army has been forced to retreat=
and yield the major part of European Russia with
two-thirds of all the heavy industry built, at such
tremendous sacrifices. One great factor that ex-
plains that fact is precisely Stalin’s beheading
of the Red Army in the frightful purges. His:
killing of the entire tops as well as of an officer”
corps humbering as many as thirty-thousand men:
left the Soviet Army without those who could:
have stood up to Hitler’s military strategy,

Stalin failed miserably to convince the work-'
ing class of the world that the entire Bolshevik®
cadre built by Lenin were traitors to socialism:
and t0 the Soviet Union. But the workers may
now be at rest. They may now accept the Stalinist:
version without any more qualms of conscience.
An American ambassador, no less, had his doubts,
but his further cogitations (at so opportune a
time too!) revealed the true light to him, and
through him to the rest of the world.

The truth is that in this very farce Stahmsm
demonstrates anew its bankruptey. It must de-
pend on these imperialist hacks to whitewash it
and to attempt to revive its credit in the eyes '
of the masses. But how unfortunate that Davies
was foolish enough (although he could not have
helped himself!) to reveal his opinion at the time
of the trials themselves; ~The political expediency
of the Ambassador’s article, 'to appease Stalm.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade umions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers. :

2. Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

3. Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars.

5. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their

- operation under workers’ control.

6. For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

7. Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

9. A Workers’ and Farmers’

ment.
—

The 28 Defendants
Need Your Help Now !

The government prosecutors last week
completed the presentation of their frame

Govern-

"up ‘evidence’ against the Socialist Work-

ers Party and Local 544-CIO members in
the Minneapolis ‘seditious conspiracy’
trial.

By now it has become clear that Roose-
velt and his Department of Justice, using
all the power and resources of the fed-
eral government, are determined to rail-
road the 28 defendants to prison for
terms up to 16 years for the ‘crimes’ of
opposing the administration’s war poli-
‘cies, of being militant fighters for labor,
of exercising their rights of free speech
and press to oppose capitalism, its wars
and faseist reaction, and to advocate a
world socialist system of peace and se-
curity.

This prosecution represents one of the
most dangerous and brazen threats to
civil rights and workers’ liberties in
American history. The prosecutors have
stated openly that they intend to get con-
victions on the basis, above all, of the
views and opinions of the defendants.

Among the views which the govern-
ment represents as particularly ‘felon-
ious’, are the defendants’ beliefs that this
government is ‘imperialistic’, that the
workers should fight unceasingly for
their rights and ‘demand more and more’,
that labor organizations must be prepared
to defend themselves from fascist attacks
and vigilante violence, that labor has a
_duty to advocate improved conditions for
the soldiers, that compulsory arbitration
is against the interests of the workers.

If the government succeeds in its
frameup of these 28 working class lead-
ers, it will have established a precedent
by means of which the guarantees con-
tained in the Bill of Rights of the United
States Constitution can be wiped out al-
together. No worker will then dare, with-
out facing the risk of savage government-
al reprisal, to advocate independent, mili-
tant unionism or to read and circulate

political ideas contrary to those of the ad- .

mmlstratlon in power.

" This trial threatens infinitely danger-
ous consequences for all labor, for all
progressive men and women the country
over. In the deepest sense, this is more
than a trial of 28 individuals; it is a trial’
of the most cherished democratic prin-
ciples won and maintained by the blood
and struggle of the millions of common

. people, workers and poor farmers.

That is why the fight of the defend-

ants for their freedom is equally the
fight for freedom of all the masses of
American people.

That is why every worker, every pro-
gressive individual must come to the aid
of the defendants — NOW — before it
is too late. The defendants are in des-
perate need of funds. The legal assist-
ance, the transcriptions of the lengthy
court records, the research work essen-
tial for the defense are creating stagger-
ing expenses. The defendants and their
families are penniless, without means of
self-support during the long weeks of the
trial,

- You must act now — sacrifice to the
limit. Do your share in the fight for fun-
damental rights that is being conducted
80 courageously and uncompromisingly
by the 28 defendants in Minneapolis.

Rush financial contributions at once to
the Civil Rights Defense Committee, 160
Fifth Avenue, New York City. Don’t de-
lay one day! Rush Funds NOW!

Talking About
Hitler's Methods

Roosevelt’s statement, made to the White House
conference of mine union and steel corporation
officials last week, that a government decision
favoring the union shop for the “captive” mine
workers “would be too much like the Hitler meth-
ods toward labor,” was rank demagogy.

Roosevelt claims he does not want to “order
the closed shop” in the steel corporations’ coal
mines. In reality, he seeks to order the open shop
for the organized 95 per cent of “captive” mine
workers, by denying them the right to strike for
the union shop. This, if anything, smacks of Hit-
ler's methods. .

Hitler’s methods are anti-labor in their very es-
sence. His first act on coming to power was to
outlaw the right to strike. That is, in fact, the
first plank in the program of fascism, which is
nothing but the naked dictatorship of monopoly
capitalism established to annihilate the workers’
independent organizations and render the work-
ing class powerless to fight for its rights and con-
* ditions.

In both Italy and Germany, it was the steel
trust barons who provided most of the finances for
the' fascist movements and who supported the rise
of Mussolini and Hitler to power. Their objec-
tives were the same as those of the American steel
barons whom Roosevelt is serving today. They
wished to destroy the workers’ unions. By strength-
ening the hand of the steel open-shoppers, by
giving them a club with which to batter and weak-
en the unions in the coal and steel industries,
Roosevelt is simply paving the way for that sys-
tem of American fascism which the steel masters
in this country, like their German and Italian
counterparts, will seek to impose on the workers
tomorrow.

As the government prepares for its totalitarian
conduct of the war, its methods toward labor
more and more emulate Hitler’s. It tries to hand-
cuff organized labor, destroy the right to strike,
and impose its dictatorship over the unions with
armed force or the threat of armed force.

And just as Roosevelt hides his imperialist war
aims behind “anti-Hitler” slogans, so he attempts
to disguise his vicious onslaughts against labor by
falscly representing them as being in opposition
to “Hitler’s methods.”

‘More Taxes On The
Workers Are Coming

The extortionate taxes imposed on the workers:

by the recently adopted federal tax bill will seem
light indeed by comparison with the crushing bur-
den of war taxes yet to come.

This last tax measure, most onerous in American
history, exacts taxes on incomes as low as $750
annually and digs deep into the low-wage earners’
pockets for excise levies, while leaving corpora-
tion war profits virtually untouched.

Many workers have. had hope that the capitalist *

government would place a ceiling on the tax rob-
bery of the poor and demand some sort of “equal
sacrifice” from the rich, particularly after Secre-

“tary of the Treasury Morganthau’s demagogic

statement about taxing all corpora’tion profits over
siX per cent. '

The Roosevelt Admmlstratlon has already
smashed such hopes. Its latest tax recommendation

- is for a 15 per cent direct tax on wages, deducted

in advance by employers. This is called putting
the workers on a ”budget” and making, the pay-
ment of taxes “easier”

Meanwhile, the monopoly corporations can cen-
tinue to pile up their swollen war profits, which
for the first nine months of this year have reached

‘the highest peak in American history.

If the workers were to offer a counter-demand
that they be given the right to examine the cor-
porations’ books and deduct direct advance taxes
from the corporations, there would be maniacal
honfls all the way from Wall Street to Capitol

1

But that is exactly one of the things the work-
ers should demand and fight for. Let the rich, who
profit from the war, pay for it!

rJ
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Trotsky Showed How To
Defend The Soviet Union

terrible reverses.

for the opening of a “western
front”? Would that aid or hurt
the defense of the USSR?

Trotsky posed these questions
in the manifesto, “War ‘and the
Fourth International” (1934),and
answered them. Those answers

retain their full force and per-
tinence to this day, when the Sta-
linists, whose policies have
brought the USSR to the very
brink of catastrophe, are clamor-
ing for a ‘“western front” by
the imperialists as the only
means of preventing the defeat
of the workers state. We print
here the section of the document
dealing with these questions:

“In the existing situation an
alliance of the USSR with an im-
perialist state or with one impe-
rialist combination against an-
other, in case of war, cannot at
all be considered as excluded.
Under the pressure of circum-
stances a temporary alliance of
this kind may become an iron
necessity, without ceasing, how-
ever, because of it, to be of the
greatest danger both to the
USSR and to the world revolu-
tion.

TASKS OF THE WORKERS

“The international proletariat
will not decline to defend the
USSR even if the latter should
find itself forced into a military
alliance with some 1mper1ahsts
against others. But in this case,
even more than in any other, the
international proletariat must
safeguard its complete political
independence from Soviet diplo-
macy and thereby also from the
bureaucracy of the ?hird Inter-
national.

“Remaining the determined and
devoted defender of the workers’

What is the correct policy of defense? Should workers in
the United States and Britain call §

Not Support of the Imperialists In the War, But Relentless
Class Struggle Against Them Is Only Way to Save Workers State

More than 24 years after the October Revolution, the Soviet
masses are engaged in a life and death struggle to defend the
first workers state against its imperialist enemies.
heroism and sacrifice they are displaying, they have suffered

In spite of the

state in the struggle with imperi-
alsm the jnternational prolet-
ariat will not, however, become
an ally of the imperialist allies of
the USSR. The proletariat of a
capitalist country which finds it-
self in an alliance with the USSR
must retain fully and completely
its irreconcilable hostility to the
imperialist government of its own
country. In this sense its policy
will not differ from that of the
proletariat in a country fighting
against the USSR. But in the na-
ture of practical actions consider-
able differences may arise de-
pending on the concrete war sit-
uation. For instance, it would be
absurd and criminal in case of
war between the USSR and Jap-
an for the American proletariat
to sabotage the sending of Amer-
ican munitions to the USSR. But
the proletariat of a country fight-
ing against the USSR would be
absolutely obliged to resort to
actions of this sort — strikes,
sabotage, ete.

“A REAL ALLIANCE”
“Intransigent proletarian oppo-
sition to the imperialist ally of
the USSR must develop on the
one hand, on the basis of inter-
national class policy, on the
other, on the basis of the impe-
rialist aims of the given govern-
ment, the treacherous character
of this ‘alliance’, its speculation
on capitalist overturn in the
USSR, ete. The policy of a pro-
letarian party in an ‘allied’ as
well as in an enemy imperialist
country should therefore be di-
rected towards the revolutionary
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and
the seizure of power. Only in this
way can a real alliance with the

workers’ state be saved from dis-
aster.

“Within the USSR war against
imperialist intervention will un-
doubtedly provoke a veritable
outburst of genuine fighting en-
thusiasm. All the contradictions

come or at any rate relegated to
the background. The young gen-
erations of workers and peasants
that emerged from the revolution
will reveal on the field of battle
a colossal dynamic power. Cen-
tralized industry, despite its lacks
and shortcomings, will reveal
great superiority in serving war
needs. The government of the
USSR has undoubtedly created
great stores of food supplies suf-
ficient for the first period of war.
The general staffs of the impe-
rialist states clearly realize, of
course, that in the Red Army they
will meet a powerful adversary,
the struggle with whom will re-
quire long intervals of time and
terrific straining of forces.
“But precisely the protracted
nature of the war will inevitably
reveal the contradictions of the
transition economy of the USSR
with its bureaucrati¢ planning...
“The political conclusions fol-
lowing from this are gbvious: a)
only the proletarian revolution in
the West can save the USSR as
the workers’ state in caze of a
long protracted war; b) the prep-
aration for a proletarian revolu-
tion in ‘“friendly’, ‘allied” as well
as enemy countries is conceivable
nly with the complete independ-
ence of the world proletarian
vanguard from the Soviet bur-
eaucracy; c) the unconditional
support of the USSR against the
imperialist armies must go hand
in hand with revolutionary Marx-
ist criticism of the war and the
dinlomatic policy of the Soviet
government, and with the forma-
tion inside of the USSR of a real
revolutionary party of Bolshevik-
Leninists.”

USSR be created and the first

June 30, 1934.

British “democracy”,

turned from there. You won't

crowded with ships because of
toured around the Cape, which *
prior to the war went through
the Suez Canal.'

In Capetown the native long-
shoremen came aboard the ship,
20 to a hatch. Although, as 1
later found out, these are the
highest paid native workers, they
were clothed in the most miser-
able rags, burlap sacking, shreds
of cloth. They begged the crew
members for discarded clothing,
ragged dungarees or a scrap of
shirt. Shoes, no matter how torn
and worn, were a treasure.

The longshoremen ate their
food on deck in front of us. It
was some indescribable mushy
mixture which might turn the
stomach of a hog.

It was not in Capetown, how-
ever, where I saw the worst con-
ditions. What we saw as we pro-
ceeded up the East Coast, at Port
Elizabeth, East London, Durban,
ete.,, made conditions in Cape-
town, vile as they are, appear al-
most decent by comparison.

In East London, for instance,
gangs of native children came
around. I learned that these
deck when I learned that these
children, between the ages of six
to eleven, were working in the
holds of our ship.

The ravages of tuberculosis
were plainly visible in the faces
and bodies of the natives. TB is
one of the great scourges which
“civilization” has brought the
African natives; the hunger and
filth which is their lot is a per-
fect breeding ground for this dis-
ease of poverty.

The disease is rampant even
among the poor whites, whose
standard of living is only a few
notches above that of the native
«olored peoples. I read a number

By JERRY KIRK

If you want to learn something of the real meaning of
get a _]ob in South Africa.

tives with threats of Hitler. They've got a very special Hell of
their own, and all of it the creation of British imperialism.

It took six days before the ship I was on could tie up
at the docks in Capetown, South Africa.

I’ve just re-
frighten the South African na-

The port was over-
the tremendous traffic, now de-

various other South African ci-
ties I visited, and one thing in
these papers struck me forcibly.
Every one contained appeals for
funds to fight tuberculosis. These
funds, of course, are for the
whites. We can imagine what the
devastation of TB is like among
the natives — for whom there
are no appeals for funds.

All the heavy physical labor is
done by the natives. They work
from dawn to dusk for one meal
a day — a bowl of mush. In one
American -owned mine there are
200,000 natives employed at a
wage of 10 cents a day.

HEAD-TAX SYSTEM

The means that British impe-
rialism employs to force the na-
tives into these slave jobs is a
head-tax. Every native is com-
pelled to pay a tax of a pound
a year, about four dollars Amer-
ican. '

If a ndtwe fails to pay this
tax he goes to a hard-labor pris-
n camp. If he is lucky enough
to survive this experience, he is
unlikely to skip paying the tax
again,

In East London, across the
river from the docks, I saw one
of these slave camps, a quarry,
where the prisoners are driven
by brutal armed guards at an
inhuman pace in the broiling sun.
The reports of survivors of these
prisons have circulated among
the natives, who have thus come
to prefer the drawn-out punish-
ment of starvation and “free”
toil, to the tortures of the prison
camps.

The native peoples are consid-
ered and treated as non-humans
by the white rulers. There is total
segregation and diserimination.

How British ‘Democracy’
Works In South Africa

our ship went ashore at Cape-
town. They returned in a wvery
bitter mood. They explained to
me that the segregation and dis-
erimination are even worse than
in any part of our own Bourbon
South. They would not go ashore
again, The natives of South Afri-
ca have never heard of the “four
freedoms.” )

I attended a showing of the
American moving picture “Boy’s
Town” in the lily-white movie
theatre in East London. In one
scene, a little colored boy was
shown sitting with some white
boys. When this scene flashed on
the screen, there was a loud gasp
from the audience. They were
horrified at the idea of a colored
boy being shown sitting together
with whites.

But it remained for the things
we witnessed in American and

Africa to show me to what depths
of misery and exploitation the
African natives are driven by im-
perialism.

There I saw the natives toiling
for six cents a day, living in dis-
ease-ridden jungle camps, I saw
the native workers laboring on
the ore piles in bare feet in Lo-
renco Marques and Biera, where
it is 90 to 100 degrees in the
“winter.” The pavements there
are so hot they burned through
the soles of my shoes.

Starvation is so terrible in
this colony that it was not an un-
common sight to see natives arm-
deep in the garbage and refuse
barrels grubbing for food. I saw
nore than one native pass out
on the street from starvation. I
never saw a middle-aged or old
native. The work is too gruelling
and their conditions of living too
appalling, They die like flies in
a winter wind.

This was my first trip to Afri-
ca, and my first personal glimpse
of British imperialism. I saw
enough on this one trip to fully

understand what the “democra-
cies” are really fighting for. And
it’s no different than what Hitler
is striving after. It is for the

/| zobbery of colonies, and the ex-

of papers in East London, and the

-

Three Negro mess boys from

ploitation of the native peoples.

and antagonisms will seem over- |

British-owned Portuguese East |

The Crimes
Of Stalin

By Lydia Beidel

1l1. STALIN BEHEADS THE CHINESE

REVOLUTION, 1925-27

In China: The struggle of the masses against feudal
oppression and foreign imperialism took on a new
form in 1923; the proletariat underwent a rapid in-
dependent development, organizationally and politie-
ally. Trade unions mushroomed and strikes grew in
number and size, taking on a distinctly political qual-
ity. By 1925, union membership in China was higher
than in Russia in October, 1917. Tremendous general
strikes shook the main industrial centers; the peasant
masses and middle classes were in revolt; British,
Japanese and American imperialism were on the de-
fensive. Political leadership of China's unrest lay in
the Kuomintang, a party of national liberation formed
by Sun Yat-Sen.

In the Comintern: Lenin’s last illness removed him
from aetive leadership; Trotsky fought adamantly
against the threatened mishandling of the Chinese
situation, but was completely isolated by Stalin, well
along in his anti-Trotskyism campaign. Trotsky pre-
sented his criticism in a brilliant series of articles
sntitled Lessons of the Chinese Revolution.

In the Theses of the Second Congress of the Com-

'munist International (1920), Lenin formulated Bol-

shevik policy on the Chinese revolution.

Oriental parties of the C. I. were urged to enter
into united front movements with organized sections
of non-proletarian oppressed classes (peasantry, ur-
ban middle class), always, however, “preserving the
independent character of the proletarian movement,
even though it be still in its embryonic state.”
STALIN’S INVENTION:

Stalin in 1925 invented a mew political concept:
the “bloc of four classes” (proletariat, peasantry,
petty bourgeoisie, and a section of the mative big
bourgeoisie).

Application of Stalin’s ideas could have but one prac-
tical result: to bind the revolutionary proletariat to
the program of the native capitalist class. Such a
concept springs from a gross and eriminal misjudg-
ment of the Chinese revolution as purely bourgeois-
demoeratic in nature — the Menshevik error of 1917
repeated by Stalin in the case of China.

Lenin taught that the native capitalist class of a
colonial country is torn between its desire to fight
off foreign imperialist domination and its fear of the
worker and peasant masses at home. Experience has
proven that the fear of unleashing the masses for re-
volt against imperialism is greater in the last ana-
lysis than the desire for indépendence from foreign
domination, and that the native capitalists of such
countries try to betray the exploited classes.

THE REVOLUTION BEGINS:

1925 opened two bloody years of Chinese struggle
against native and foreign capitalist oppression, in
which the memibership of the C. P. took heroic part,
though prevented from assuming political leadership
by Stalin and his henchmen in China.

In January, 1924, Stalin sent the entire membership
of the Chinese C. P. (as individuals) into the Kuo-
mintang, a ‘“four-class party” ready-made for him.
Borodin, Stalin’s agent, was sent to China to carry
out the line. From then on, members of the C. P.
were subservient to the discipline of the liberal
bourgeoisie.

On March 20, 1926, General Chiang Kai-Shek, rep-

resentative of the Thinese capitalist class, who had

been flirting with the Stalinist C. I. since Sun Yat-
Sen’s death, staged a coup d’etat and assumed lead-
ership of the Kuomintang. He immediately laid down
stringent rules paralyzing the activities of the C. P.
members in his party; Borodin-Stalin agreed. Chiang
outlawed the magnificent Canton strikes; Borodin-
Stalin acceeded. Chiang launched his Northern cam-
paign, using C. L. propagandists as'a front. Workers,
under the C. I’s misleadership, flocked to the war-
lord’s support. He thanked them by destroying their
unions. Not a word of warning came from the Com-
munist Party under Stalin that Chiang Kai-Shek, rep-
resentative of the native capitalist class, would turn
on the workers and peasants.

Still the fever of rebellion rose; The role of the
C. P. of China was limited to fighting in the spirit
of Chiang’s first slogan: “A 20% reduction in rent.”
Trotsky persistently demanded that the C. P, with-
draw from the Kuomintang and conduct an independ-
ent struggle for the formation of Soviets.

The erassest expression of the Stalinist policy ap-

' peared in a manifesto issued by the Chinese C. P.,

saying:
struggle. .
DEFEAT AND DISASTER:

In February, 1927, as he waited to enter Shanghai,
General Chiang delivered a pogrom speech against
the C. P. Reply came in the form of instructions
from Mandalian, C. P. leader, ordering the party
“not to provoke Chiang” and “in case of extreme
necessity to bury their arms.” Stalin and Chiang ex-
changed autographed pictures. The C. P. and the
Kuomintang issued a joint statement calling for unity
behind Chiang,

Chiang entered Shanghai, welcomed by the masses
who were misguided and lulled by C. P. policy. He
quickly established connections with the imperialists,
and on April 12, 1927, he struck, literally hacking the
militant working class movement to pieces. All trade
unions and the C. P. were driven underground.

In an attempt to save face, Stalin now at last an-
nounced that the Chinese revolution had really begun
and influenced the Canton party in December, 1927,
to organize an ill-timed and poorly prepared uprising.
But the workers’ organizations were now, thanks to
Stalin, bewildered or smashed, and the Canton’ Soviet
after three days was drowned in blood.

EFFECTS ON THE CHINESE C. P.

The Communist Party of China grew between 1925
and 1927 from 800 to over 60,000 members, most of
whom were proletarians. It enjoyed the support of
the great mass of the peasantry. On November 8,
1928, a circular issued by the Central Committee of
the Chinese C. P, stated: “The party does not have
a single healthy party nucleus among the industrial
workers.” By 1930, less than 2% of the membership
was proletarian. The unions were smashed. Capital-
ist terror against worker and peasant raged.

Stalin, organizer of proletarian defeats, had helped
to behead the Chinese revolution and give new llfe
to mpenahsm in the Onent. ;

“We must carry -on a minimum of class
"
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