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HﬂﬂSEVEI.T UPHOLDS THE WAGE FREEZE

~Churchill Opens Attack On British Trotskylsts

Scotland Yard Ralds Headquarters; Seeks To(r

Place Blame For The

By Art Preis

British Trotskyist headquarters and meeting places in Lon-
don, Glasgow, Wallsend, Nottingham, Newcastle and other in-

dustrla! centers were raided las

(political) agents of Scotland Yard. The rdldS weére made under
‘evidence” against “outside agitators”
and “subversive elements” on whom the government is trying
to pin responsibility for the tremendous coal mine and ship-

the pretext of a search for *

yard strikes that have been®
sweeping the British Isles.

No arrests are reported as yet,
but Churchill’s counterpart of the
Gestapo and FBI seized a quantity
of publicly-sold Marxist papers,
pamphlets and books as well as

bundles of a special issue.of the|«

Socialist Appeal, British Trot-
skyist paper, which proclaimed
support of the striking miners

Reprint from Socialist Appeal
British Trade Union Official:
“Don’t Strike Boys—I've Got
Mine!” ' y

and defended their militant strug-
gle.

Simultaneously with this blow
against the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, formed recently by
a fusion of two Trotskyist groups,
came the British War Cabinet’s
announcement threatening “dras-
tic steps” against strikers and
a decree that would make “in-
citement” of a strike a “criminal
offense against the security of the
state.”

The attack on the Trotskyist
vanguard of the British workers
and the threats of anti-labor re-
pression reflect the growing des-
peration *of Churchill and his la-
bor lackeys in the face of Britain's
greatest working class upsurge
pince the 1926 General Strike. Fors
weeks the government and the
treacherous union bureaucrats
have proved powerless to quell
the recurrent and ever-spreading
strikes which reached a new peak
last week when 100,000 Yorkshire
miners and over 50,000 shipyard,
aircraft and munitions workers
were out in England, Scotland
and North Ireland,

GOVERNMENT RAIDS

The government’'s raids on the
headquarters of the Trotskyist or-
ganization were obviously intend-
ed to give substance to a smear

Strikes On Agltators

t week by Churchill’s “special”

to point up the threats of brutal
repression. Immediately preceding
the raids, the inspired capitalist
press spread a flood of propa-
ganda blaming the strikes on
“suspicious outside agitators” and
subversive elements.” Through
this transparent and crude propa-
ganda, backed by a show of the
“iron fist,” Churchill’s Tory-La:
'bor coa]:tmn regime seeks to con-
fuse the issues of the strikes, beat
down the insurgent workers and
stave off the political reckoning
for the intolerable conditions im-
posed on British labor by the im-
perialist war and British capital-
ist greed.

Churchill's first
moves against the British Trot-
gkyists are strikingly similar to
Roosevelt’'s in the early stages of
the Minneapolls Labor: Case
frameup against the American
Trotskyists. Both initiated their
attacks on the revolutionary so-
cialists after receiving pleas from
union bureaucrats for government
assistance in conflicts arising
from union struggles. Both began
their drives by raids to seize lit:
erary “evidence” availablé on pub-
lic mewsstands and sold openly.
In Britain, however, Churchil’
felt the® necesa:tv for a “labor”
cover. It was none other than
Herbert Morrison himself, labor-
ite representative in. Churchill’s
war cabinet who issued the order
for the anti-Trotskyist raids.

DIFFERENT CONDITIONS

But Churchill’s attempt to sup-
press the Trotskyists is being
made under vastly different con-
ditions than existed for Roosevelt
in his prosecution and conviction
of the 18 Socialist Workers Party
and Minneapolis Loecal 544-CIO

repressive

ecutive Vice-President of the

of Amenca the Internatibnal Executive Cuuncll voted
a contribution of $100 to the Civil Rights Defense
Committee, to. further its campaign to free the 18
prisoners in the Minneapolis Labor Case, the CRDC

announced this week.
The

! reported that “Vice President

last week urged President Roosevelt to pardon the
18 people recently convicted in Minneapolis under the!
notorious Smith Sedition Act on the ground that this

conviction was not only a

-

Worcester CIO Industrial Unjon Council,
Wo.ccster, Mass. sent $25.00 and passed a resolution
endorsing the work of the CRDC.

The April 1st rssue of Justice, ILGWU paper,

Textile Workers Union

Charles S. Zimmerman

‘gross miscarriage of

justice’ but \also a ‘dangerous blow to civil liberty
under the Constitution’.”

Harry Silverman, International Representative of
CIO United Automobile Workers Union, this week
wrote to the CRDC:

“As a trade unionist -and a representative of or-
ganized labor, I feel that the intervention of a gov-
.ernment agency in an internal labor dispute is one
of the most dangerous tendencies in America today.
The conviction of the 18 Minneapolis Labor Leaders
under the Act, sponsored by the notorious anti-labor
Congtessman Howard Smith opens wide an avenue
for attacks on all labor representatives. One can
disagree with the political convictions of the 18, as I
do, and yet feel that this miscarriage of justice sets
a dangerous precedent. I feel that the entire labor

CIO Textile Union Backs Fight To Free The 18

Upon ‘the recommendation of George Baldanzi, Ex- .movement should call upon the President of the U. S.

to immediately pardon these people.”

stated that its taking

in the shop who “it is

Acting upon a motion submitted by Brother De
Angelis, the Executive Board of Brewster Local 365
UAW-CIO, New York,
in support of the 18 members of the Minneapolis
Truck Drivers Union who have been convicted to
extreme jail sentences under the infamous Smith Gag
Law,” reported Aero-Notes on April 8. The Board

“unanimously went on record

this stand “makes it perfectly

clear that its position was dictated by the desire to

really keep free the concept ‘freedom of speech’.”
The UAW Brewster Local requested a large number

of petition blanks from the CRDC for their members

expected will sign the petitions

(Continued on page 2)

“E lementary, Watsqn--Trots kyzst Agitators!”

F fy e duissistod Pres
LONDON, April 1—The whale
soleanic labor situstion Which
through the

of pational need and-the

5 ?J.'.'Zu“fé'm of arbliration 1s eru:v
Ing ‘In this filth nlr o[ th
wikl\ !nry indins

'nw miners now are In the mid-
die range of ware earners. In
the rates recently sdjusted by ar-
bitration under what 13 known as
the Porter award, the basic mini-
ey weekly pay is 820 for under-
ound workers and $18 for sur-
. fnee workers,

he wverage of male faclory
i wufkgu is $22.78. the uerue Ior
factory workers §|
N - s ey pay an hwnme tu el ]

ughly B0 pet cent. .

leaders. The Minneapolis frameup
trial oceured just prior to the
United States government’s entry
into the war and sentence was
passed the day after Pearl Harbor.
At the time the whole American
labor movement was stunned. To-
day in Britain, British labor is
rising to its feet, waging militant
mass struggles and preparing to
challenge Churchill’s political
rule.

Following the Scotland Yard in-
vasion of the Trotskyist headquar-
ters in London, Jock Haston, na-
tional organizer of the newly-
formed Revolutionary Communist
Party, issued a statement to the
British Press Association expos-
ing the crude frameup projected
by Churchill and Bevin. He point-
ed out the real cause of the
strikes in the unbearable exploit-
ation of labor and reasserted the
Revolutionary Communist Party’s

campaign against the strikers and

(Continued on page 4)

AKRON RUBBER
URW PRESIDENT

AKRON, O.—Sherman Dal

Rubber Workers of America, CIO, was expelled from his home

local, Goodrich Local 5, after

LOCAL EXPELS
DALRYMPLE

Goebbels And The
British Strikes

Almost the entire Press has
been hollering about the serv-
ice which the striking miners
are rendering to Dr. Goeb-
bels. That great authority on
mines and miners, Mr. Alas-
tair Forbes, in the Daily Mail
paterrially suggests that last
week’s strikes must have been

“a great comfort to the en-
emy.”

The strange thmg about all
these accusations is that ap-
parently not one of these edi-
torial lecturers has taken the
trouble to see what Dr. Goeb-
bels has been saying about the
strikes. They would have
found that in the German
Home« Service Goebbels has
received neither comfort nor
solace from the striking min-
ers; he has maintained an ab-
solute silence and has not even
hinted that there is such a
thing as a strike in the Welsh
coalficld.- To some people this
may be strange, but when one
remembers that conditions in
the German minefields are
worse if anything ... one can

rymple, President of the United

a ;,eneral memberslup meeting

heard the verdict of a trial board convicting him on six counts. |

The expuis:on of Dalrympl

strongest local in the URW, was the reply of the militant rank

and file to Dalrymple’s fhnrmt

e by Goodrich, the largest and

violation of the union constitu-

tion and his anti-union actions?
in expelling 7€ bandbuilders at
the General Tire and Rubber
Local 9.

The vote to expel Dalrymple
was carried by an overwhelming
majority. Not one member of the
local took the floor to defend
Dalrymple’s bureaucratic action
at General; not even the handful
of unionists who voted against the
trial board report, dared to get up
and defend Dalrymple, whose ex-
pulsion of militant workers with-
out. trial has resulted in the
violent disruption of the General

2}

the corporations throughout the
rubber industry.

FOUND GUILTY

Dalrymple was found guilty on
six counts. The heaviest penalty,
that of expulsion, was exacted
for violation of a constitutional
provision  forbidding  activity

understand that Dr. Goebbels
does not want to suggest to
them that elsewhere miners
have had recourse to strikes to
rectify their wrongs . . .

Far from having been a com-
fort for Dr. Goebbels, the
strike which provided so con-
venient a platform for many,
fulsome lectures datelined
from Fleet Street has been
more of an embarrassment to
German propaganda than
otherwise.

(Reprinted from the Tribune,
organ of the left-laborites,
London, March 17, 1944.)

By Henry Jordan

‘Senator Theodore G. (The
Man) Bilbo, of Mississippi, is
girding his loins to lead the an-
nual Southern Democratic
“White Supremacy” filibuster in
the Senate against the Anti-Poll
Tax Bill, scheduled for debate
late this month when the Senate
reconvenes from its current
recess. -

Bilbo is an ideal choice for
the chore. His 'words are a
dripping pus of race hatred.
His lung power is inexhaustible,
and he can sustain a flow of
reactionary gibberish at a conti-
nuous agitational pitch. In this,
if conceivable, he out-ranks Con-
gressman Rankin. And he speaks
always as a loyal devotee of
Roosevelt.

The debate was supposed to
start weeks ago. But it seems
Bilbo is breaking in a new set
of store teeth and his “worthy
opponents” and Democratic col-
leagues of the Rooseveltian
“progressive” wing didn’t want
to take an “ungentlemanly” ad-
vantage over him by starting
the talk circus before the Mis-
sissippi orator became accustom-
ed to his porcelain choppers.

COMIC RELIEF

These burlesque performances
have been put on regularly for
five years in the Senate, and
are staged in the mature of
comic velief from the more
‘serious legislative skullduggery
that occupies the Senatorial

which attempts to “bring about
a . withdrawal from the United
Rubber Workers of America of
any local union or of any mem-
ber or group of members.”

He was further, punished on
several other counts, receiving

Tire Local, and has emboldened

penalties ranging from suspension

to $25 fines. The charges were
mainly concerned with Dalrym-
ple’s failure to give the expelled
members a fair hearing and trial

(Continued on page 2)

minds. Those who speak for the
bill are presumed to bolster a
reputation for “liberalism”, but
they- wouldn’t miss the perform-
ance of the Southern clowns for
the world. The contending Se-
nators = always shake hands
afterwards anyway, congratulate

Senator Bilbo Gets In Trim
For His Poll Tax Filibuster

o
&

each other for the magnificence
of their oratorical flights, while
ten million Negro and white ci-
tizens remain disfranchised in

Seamen’s Bonus Cut;

Profits Skyrocket

By Jack Cade

A drastic slash in bonus rates effective April 1 is the award
handed down by the Maritime War Emergency Board to seamen
of the American Merchant Marine who risk their lives deliver-
ing war malerldls across submarine-infested waters and who

have suffered ° ‘greater proportional casualties,”

according to

the March 24 Seafarers Log, official organ of the Seafarers In-

ternational Union,

“than has either the Army or the Navy.”

The Maritime War Emergency Board, set up by the Mari-

time Commission ostensibly to_

arbitrate disputes between the

union and shipowners,
March 14 ordered bonus rates
cut in some areas of the high
seas from the former rate of
100 percent of base wages to
66-2/3 percent. As published in
the Seafarers Log, the official
order eliizinates completely the
bonus formerly paid for voyages
to the “Hawaiian Islands, Ber-
muda, Greenland, the east coast
of Central and South America in
the Caribbean Area and the West
Indies” and the “inland passage
to Alaska.” Bonuses formerly
paid seamen in ports that suf-
fered bombing are now con-
tingent, according to the Sea-
farers Log, “to a direct sinking
or severe damage to the vessel
as well as providing that some
crew member must be killed or
seriously injured.”

In face of the sky-rocketing cost
of living, the income of seamen
has thus been reduced, according
to the Seafarers Log, “to figures
below those granted the seamen
prior to the active participation
of the United States in the war.”

The Maritime Commission, how-
ever,has treated in more generous

the poll tax states.

‘|style the shipownersghose near-

What makes the show parti- est approach to dangerous war

cularly amusing to the Roose-
veltian “progressives” is that the
Southern Senators always play
their roles “straight”, d4s though
they meen- business. This tickles
the more sophisticated Roosevel-
tians, who know it’s all in fun
any how. Even characters like
Bilbo ought to know Roosevelt

(Cantinued on page 5)

areas is a Wall Street office. On
March 28, three days before the
bonus slash went into effect, Sen-
ator Afken placed in the Con-
gressional Record, pages 3212 to
3224, -a startling expose of the
profits which the Maritime Com-
mission has poured into the pock-
ets of the shipowners.

“An investigation,” declared

Senator Aiken, “would . . . re-

on?

veal that uncenscionable profits
have been made through the pay-
ment by the Commission for al-
most worthless: vessels at 13 to
16 times their légal valuation. In-
vestigation would further reveal
that ships have been sunk at sea
which were insured for as high
as 64 times their legal valuation
as determined by the Maritime
Commission itself.”

This is a mere trifle, however,
compared with other generosities
extended shipowners by the Mari-
time Commission. Basing his con-
clusions upon facts revealed by
the United States Comptroller
General, Lindsay C. Warren, who
is “required by law to report to
the Congress transactions of any
agency of government which is
audited by his office and found
to be wrongfully or wastefully ex-
pending public funds,” Senator
Aiken charged the Commisgion
with “failure to carry out those
provisions of the 1936 Maritime
Act which would have recaptured
for the government all profits in
excess of 10 percent above cost
on government contracts, Al-
though the law provides for a 10
percent profit of the total contract
prices, although it includes highly
flexible escalator clauses, and per-
mits unforeseen losses in one
year’s operations of ‘a company
to be deducted from profits of the
following year, the Maritime Com-
mission apparently considered

that even these ‘provisions are

working.too great a hardship upon
‘the shipowners. Of approximately

(Continued on page 4)

New Hold-the-l.me
Fiat Spells End of
WLB Stage-Play

By R. Bell
President Roosevelt,
last week, exploded a

bombshell in the midst of
the “battle of statistics”
conducted by the spokes-

before no less ‘than two
special panels of the War
Labor Board. The oc-
casion was the first an-
niversary of the “hold
the line” executive order
promulgated on Apr:l 8,
1943.

The labor spokesmen,
armed to the teeth with a
joint AFL . CIO study
proving that the cost of
living has increased over
43 per cent, were trying

to convince the WLB to

request Roosevelt too “modify
realistically” the Little Steel for-
mula. - The board having previ-
ously rejected the petition of the
labor representatives on the WLB
to *request” Roosevelt to revise
the Little Steel formula, decided
there would be no harm .in let-

Bulletin

James T. Farrell, noted nov-
elist and Chairman of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee, will
discuss on radio station WEVD
on Saturday, April 15, 9:00 to
9:15 P. M. the case of the 18
Trotskyists who are now serv-
ing federal prison sentences. The
title of his address is “Free
Speech and Labor’s Rights.”

off steam. For this purpose, they
set up a couple of special panels
to help conduct the gab fest.

When the sham “battle of sta-
tistics” reached a climax, Roos-
evelt released, with his blessing,
the text of the report signed by
WLB Chairman Davis, OPA head
Bowles, Food Administrator
Marvin Jones and Stabilization
Director Vinson. According to
the report, the cost of living hasn’
gone up at all in the past year,
“Indeed, the cost of living as a
whole is slightly lower than it
was a year ago today.” With
the cost of living going down,
“pocketbooks and checking ac-
counts are bulging with money.”

WAR “BENEFITS”
7 And what’s more:
tion has brought tangible — in-
deed bankable — benefits to all
groups. Corporation profits, both

(Continued on page 2)

Southern 'Bourbons Defy Supréme Court

Ruling Against “Lily -White” Primaries

By Joseph Keller

Under pressure of growing
resistance - to the Jim Crow
system, Roosevelt’s Supreme
Court last week upheld the right
of Negroes to vote ln the Texas
Demouatlc Party “lily-white”
primaries. Barring of Negroes
from Democratic primaries in
Southern states, where nomina-
tion is tantamount to election,
has been one of the many
devises used by

he Southern
white ruling class  to deprive
Negroes of their political
Ilghlb.

While this formal lifting of one
of the innumerable legal restric-
tions against the Negro is wel-
come, its effect will be limited.
For this ruling still gives no as-
surance to any Negro who may
attempt to vote in a Southern De-
mocratic primary that he will not
end up swinging from a dtree by
his' neck,

Indeed, the polimal represent-
atives of “white supremacy” in
the South are demouncing the Su-
preme Court decision with unres-
trained savagery, From U. S. Sen-
ators and Congressmen on down
to the lowest ranking officials,
the South’s guardians of “law and
order” openly proclaim their in-
tentions of defying the Supreme
Court and evading its ruling by

jevery means at their command.

And through their utterances
rings an appeal to the only
“court” they recognize the
court presided over by *“Judge
Lynch.”

SOUTHERN DEFIANCE

Texans will “find some way to
work out a Democratic primary
for white folks,” threatened Rep-
resentative Nat Patton, “The Su-
preme Court or no one else can
control a Democratic primary in
Mississippi,” announced Herbert
Holmes, chairman of the Missis-

sin_pl Democratic Executive Com-

~

mittee. “We will protect our
white primaries,” declared Sen-
ator Maybank, of South Carolina.
And Florida’s Senator Claude
Pepper, a loyal Roosevelt wheel-
horse, asserted in answer to the
Supreme Court decision: *“The
South will allow nothing to
impair white supremacy.”

The $Southern Bourbons, the
rich landowners, planters and in-
dustrialists are making it amply
clear that no mere matter of leg-
ality, no law or ruling of any
court, however “supreme,” will be
permitted to stand in the way of
their continued brutal suppress-
ion and exploitation of the Negro
masses, whose very blood and
flesh are the source of the wealth
and privilege of the white master
class.

Terrorism and armed force have

,always been the real power that

keeps the Southern Negro en-
slaved. The thousand and one Jim
Crow laws, the poll taxes and the

additional “legal” protection and
cover for the only “law” the
white ruling class recognizes—the
“law” of the lynch gangs, Ku
Klux Klan night-riders, gunmen
in uniform, and the torture of the
hard-labor camps. This law—of
gun, club, rope and burning
faggot—the Southern overseers
now threaten to use with greater
ferocity than ever.

A CONCESSION

A hundred Supreme Court rul-
ings would not prevail against ‘the
actual means whereby the South-
ern white ruling class maintains
its domination and power. Formal
legalism will not suffice to eman-
cipate the Southern Negro, when
those who brutalize and degrade
him snap their fingers at legali-
ties. and flaunt the whip and
lynch rope ‘before his face.

The Supreme Court’s ruling
against “white” primaries is cer.

“whlte” nnmma. are merely |

(Cﬁntinued on page §)
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RADE

Anxious not to be oufdone by
the CIO in winning “credit” for
opposing the Little Steel formula
the AFL bureaucrats have open-
ed their own show before a
special WLB panel get up to
hear their petition for an npward
revision of the wage-freezing
formula.

While Philip Murray and his
lieutepants of the CIO Steel-
workers union were arguing the
case for a 17 cents an hour wage
increase before a WLB steel
panel completely lacking in pow-
er to go against Roosavelt’s
“hold-the-line” order, AFL Sec-
retary-Treasurer George Meany

LR '
rang up the curtain before an-
other . equally powerless WLB
panel. '

Business Week, which is de-
voted to telling the real score to
its Big Business subscribers, in
its April 8 issue jeers at the rival
performances of the CIO and
AFL officials, stating that “cur-
rent proceedings before NWLB
are but shadow-hoxmg and a
“two-ring circus.” This mouth-
piece of the corporations reco-
gnizes what every union militant
knows. That wage increases are
won not by wordy pleas and the
recitation of voluminous statist-
ics before corporation-dominated
government boards, but by fight-
i.ng union action.

* % %

“The South has'a 26 per cent
lower wage secale than the re-
mainder of the country yet the
percentage of increase in the
cost of living is higher in the
South than in other sections,”
George Googe, a Southern re-
presentative” of the AFL, told
the War Labor Board last week.

20,000 Southern telephone work-
ers receive less than $16 a week,
Googe stated. Construction work-
ers are paid 49 to 52 cents an
hour, in contrast to the 90 cents
to $1.08 paid in other parts of
the country. He told of steno-
graphers in New Orleans get-
ting 45 cents an hour; cashiers,
38 cents; hotel mail elerks, $11.63
per week.

No wonder the poll tax Con-
gressmen are fighting to keep
those “damyankee” union organ-
izers out of the Scuth.

* % %

The International Executive

- Board of the CIO United Auto-

mobile Workers has apparently
given its-answer to the demands
of militant Detroit locals, such
as the Briggs local and the Ford
Ajreraft Division, for a special
convention to rescind the no-
strike pledge. Last wesk the
Board demonstratively reaffirm-
ed its no-strike policy and pass-
ed a ruling ordering . local
unions to withhold all protection’
and services from members sup-
porting or engaging in ‘“un-
authorized” strikes. In effect,
this latest Board action is like 4
special-delivery to the corpora-

" tions pledging unconditional sur-

render to their provocations and
reprisals against the workers.
#® ok ok

Four United Mine Workers lo-
cal officials have been convicted
and fined $250 each on a charge
of violating the Smith-Connally
anti-strike law. The Glen Alden
Coal company brought the
charges agamst them, c]almmg
they had promoted a strike in

“its Truesdale cullzely while it

was being “run” by the govern-

" ment. The government managers
‘were the regular company of-
ficials. \

This is the second conviction
under the “labpr-harness” act,:as
it is termed by the United Mine

' against local

Workers Journal,

NOTES

By Joseph Keller

UNIO

‘mine union officials. The UMW
failed to contest the case, and
the defendants were apparently
persuaded by the union atforney
to plead guilty.
EE

CIO President Philip Mnurray, |
in a letter last week to all CIO
affiliateq, urged them to adopt
provisions granting the waiver
of initiation fees and duss to all
ex-servicemen reLurnmg to shops
with CIO contracts.
Pointing out that all CIO unions
protect the seniority rights and
maintain the membership, with-
out dues payment, of all mem-
bers in the armed forces, Mur-
ray declared: “This would sim-
ply be an extension of the pro-
tection which the CIO and its
membelsh]p seek to offer to the
service men and women.'

ers, United Electrical Radio and
Machine Workers, United Steel-
workers, United Furniture Work-
ers and Amalgamated Clothing
Workers, all CIO, have already
adopted such proposals.

* F %

The Dubinsky machine at the
head of the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union, AFL,
is “explaining” the “gains” of-
fered in the new three-year con-
tract recently signed for 85,000
dressmakers by the union’s New
York Joint Dress Board. The con-
tract is hailed by the officials be-

cause it contains a “minimum
wage” clause.
As explained in Justice, the

ILGWU paper, by Julius Hoch-
man, the Joint Board’s general
manager, the minimum wages
“are not intended as a lever to
raise piece-rates..... or to revise
upward existing schedules... (but)
to serve as a protection against
any declining wage trends that
may come after the war.” In a
word, the minimum wage doesn‘t
help the workers agamst the
43.5 per cent wartime price rise
right now. I

Hochman then states: “The
union asked for an increase in
wages to meet the constantly
‘rising cost of living. But both
the union and the employers re-
cognized that under itz present
rigid wage policy the War Labor
Board would not approve any
such, increase. It was therefore
agreed to defer the union’s de-
mand until there is a change in
any government wage policy or
formula... When such a change
occurs, the union will have the
right to ask for an increase.. ..”

Here is a real “progressive”
union leadership for you! Hoch-
man is not going to fight for any
wage increases until the WLB
announces a change of pallcy.

E N

The CIO is fighting the AFL
sponqm ed rider to the NLRB ap-
plopnatlons bill for the coming
year, by which the Board is pro-
hibited from hearmg appeals on
any contract that has been in
effect for more than 90 days.

‘T}ns 11der is just a set-up for

the compames They can sign
agreements with company ynipns
or “sweﬂtheart agreeme\ntq ks keep
the contract quiet for 90 days
land then use the government
agencies to plevent legitimate
unionization of the pl_ants

This rider was passed in last
vear's NLRB appropriation bill
with the open.backing of Jobn
Frey, President of the AFL
metal trades department In his
anxiety to safgguard the AFL
“Sweetheart” contract wq;h "the
Kaijser Sﬁlpya;ds, .Io]m I'rey was
willing last year an ;s wﬂlmg
today to back this “company

union” measure.

" The number of workers who de-
pend upon The Militant for ans-
wers to their questions, a solu-
tion for the problems confront-

~ ing them, is increasing constant-

ly. A report from Chicago con-
firms this:

“During a distribution of The
Miljtant one of our comrades vis-
ited a coal miner whose family
dated way back when the coal
miners were not organized. He
told the comrade that he was one
of the first ¢oal miners to join
a union in his district and that
he had been fighting for the un-
ion ever since. He also told her
that he had searched among the
socialist papers to see if he could

find one to answer his needs. He|

had read a few copies of The
Militant and woultfO like to take
out a sub because ‘The Militant is
the paper I have been looking
for’”
* K %

All of our readers appreciate
the prompt delivery of The Mili-
tant which has once again been

made p0551ble I:hrough our vie-
tory in gaining full restoration of
our second-class mailing rights.
One reader in Reading says, “The
Militant reaches me no later than
Saturday now.”

. L

A reader in Long Beach ex-
presses concern over possible de-
lay in getting his copy of The
Militant each week because of
omitting zone numbey. He writes:
“The postmaster has warned me
that I will not receive my paper
if my zone number is not includ-
ed and that would be a calamity.
If you please include my zone
number I would be very appre-
ciative.,”™ 1

%k k%

We have received a request

words to the song, “When I was
a lad in 1906 I joined the ranks
of the Bolsheviks. . . We will
appreciate receiving these words
if anyone has them.

* ok %

Our liferdture agent in San

TR 5

Thc United Automobile Work--

from a reader in Buffalo for the |

3,000 new readers already shows

The {following
clear that our agents and readers
understand the political import-
ance of introducing their shop-
mates and friends to The Mili-
tant through the 3-month trialj
subscription offer.

READING LEADS

Reading has already fulfilled
73% of its quota for 30 subs. And
it looks as. though they will not
only hit the 1009% mark in the
next few weeks but will go over
the goal. Rose of Reading has
just sent in for an additional 20
self-addressed postage-paid

cards. .
Detroit also merits special
mention, following second to

Reading in the number of subs gl-
ready sent in.

ACTIVITY IN OTHER
BRANCHES -

The branches have adopted
several methods of obtaining sub-
scriptions. We quote from some
of the letters.

George Grant, Organizer of
Local New York: “The New York
Local has raised its quota in the
sub campaign by 50%. The quota
assigned us by the National Of-
fice was 500. We Have raised
it to 750. The comrades of the
New York Local feel that we
will have no difficulty in making
and even exceeding this quota of
750 new readers to The Militant.

“We plan to get our new read-
ers by two methods. One.is the
Club Plan. At the branch meet-
ings of last week every comrade
took four sub blanks to sell to
shopmates, contacts, sympathiz-
ers, who have not yet subseribed
to The Militant. Comrades have
already started to hand in the
names of new subscribers on
these blanks which they purchas-
ed at the branch meetings. .

“The Sub Campaign Directors
of each branch are laying plans
for systematic door-to-door cov-
erage of working-class neighbor-
hoods. This is our second meth-
od of securing new readers for
The Militant.” A map outlining
the areas to be covered is going
to be put up in the City Office.
Teams are being set up which
will be assigned areas to canvass.
The progress of.the New York
branches and the individual com-
rades will be recorded on a huge
poster, which occupies one wall
in the headquarters.

“The New York Local is prepar-
ing to carry out this campaign
with Trotskyist zeal and enthus-

Branches Repor
Drive For 3000 New Subscribers

The first two weeks of the Militant Subsecription Campaign for @

excellent progress. The branches

have responded in real Trotskyist manner—first making careful pre-
parations and thep throwing all their forces and energy into accom-
plishing the goal they have set for themselves.

reports make®

iasm. The New York local agrees
w;th Cpmrade Cannon that: ‘We
shoulq never forget that New
York is thg capital of the world o
With the further development of
international events, the resound-
ing crash of all traditional or-

create the biggest vacuum in New
York . . . We must prepare now
for things to come there'.” )

EDNE I

Harry Ring, Organizer for
Newark: “We feel that we will
be able to get at least 100. subs
after looking over the situation
and mapping out our plans for
the campaign, so we want to
raise our quota to at least 80.
Our campaign plans include four
special mobilizations and thorough

previously made through distribu-
tion of The Militant.”

* % %

R. Haddon, Literature Agent
for San Francisco: “On the new
sub campaign — our plan is to
have everyone out for a six-week
period and then continue on al-
ternate Sundays. We know that
everyone is expecting big things
from San Francisco on this and
we'll do our best to come

through.”
o %

L. Kelly, Organizer for Seat-
tle: “We will cover our quota.
Subs will be obtained mainly
through door-to-door canvassing.”

E S I

Mae, Organizer for Toledo:

“We are putting a great deal of

our effort into the subseription
campaign and hope to far exceed

our quota. At least 5 subs have
already been sent in since
April 1.7

® o %

Betty, Representative for Bay-
onne: “Of course we will go over
our quota of 50 subs. I want to
take 20 cards with me. We will
sell these m no tmle and be in

for more.” .
* % %

Next week we will run the
number of subscriptions sent in
from the branches. The resulis
of the first two weeks indicates
that the showing will be an ex-
cellent one.

Ask Your Shopmate to

Subscribe to The Militant

AKRON RUBBER LOCAL EXPELS

URW PRESIDENT

(Continued from page 1)

before they were expelled from
the local and fired from the com-
pany.

‘Before the tria] board of Local
5 was set up, Dalrymple was
requested time and again by the
local to correct the situation, and
to give the expelled workers at
General a fair trial. He cop-
sistently 1 fused.

When he was informed of the
Locai 5 chprgps, Da]rymplg chose
to ignore them. He even refused
to appear before the lgcal Ynjon
or fthe trial board to r]efg,n;l him-
sel

Dalrymple now has the op-
portunity to appeal t‘he expulsion
decision of the local to the Gen-
eral Executive Board of the In-
ternational union. Should he do so

- however, it would be necessary

for the Board to call a speclal
convention, under the provisions
of the union cnnshtutmn

The constitution provndes that
if the Interpational President is
faced with such charges, only
members of the board not con-
cerned with the case can form
a trial committee. Since the
majority of the board voted to
support Dalrymple in his action
against the General Local mili-
tants, none would be eligible
under the constitution to try him.
In such a case a special conven-
tion is necessary. to hear the
charges and to make a decision.
It is probable that Dalrymple
will also ‘“‘choose to disregard”
the’ expulsion order, rather tham
risk a special convention. His
only recourse will be to have
membership granted him by some
other local union and prepare to
defend himself at the next regular
convention of the rubber union.
The courageous action of Local

Francisco writes that they “will
order some bound volumes soon,”
which prompts us to remind our
readers that the bound volumes
of The Militant for 1943 are now
ready for delivery. The cost is

$4.50 per volume.

i

DALRYMPLE

5 is a real blow against the
treacherous policies of the top
bureaucrats who haye attempted
to fqrce their program of sur-
render to company, provocation
and intimidation down the throats
of the local unions by expulsinnc;
and hammer blows against union
demucracy.

As the Militant predicted im-
mediately after Dalrymple’s ac-
tion against the General Local,
the rubber workers, who like the
auto workers have been reared
in th.o school of militancy and
union democracy; have not taken
the attack on their nghts lying
down.

Meanwhlle it is becoming clear

to unionists that the rubber
corporations are taking full ad-
vantage of Dalrymple’s fink
policy. They are already pushmg
their planned, deliberate program
of provocation. In the Goodrich
plant, for example, the company
has placed plain - clothes spies
around the plant to gather data
on alleged mfrmgement of the
smokmg rules, and to ' build up
cases against militapt unionists
for other minor violations. There
are rumours that the company
will try to frame up and fire key
union men . . . thus hoping to
provoke sppntaneous walkouts
which will in turn bring new
diseiplinary actions or expulsions
from Dalrymple.
- The rubber unions must be
on guard against provocation.
Utmost vigilance and union
discipline is now required.

The best answer to the corpora-
tion campalkn, and to the sub-
version of the union by Dalrymple
and his’ reactmnary clique, is a
vigorous eampaign throughout the
international against the cowardly
policies and tactics of the top
leaders. The opposition to Dal-
rymple must be organized right
now in preparation for the next
convention. The no-strike pledge,
source of 99 percent.of the union’s
troubles, must be revoked and the
Dalrymple leadership which has
led the union to its current crisis,

| must be condemned and removed.

ganizations and tendencies will [s

ood Results In
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AVERAGE ANNUAL NET PROFITS OF CORPORATIONS

BEFORE TA)(ES

(Contmued from page 1)

canvassing of all friends we have |

before and after taxes, rose in
1943 even ‘above the record-
breaking levels of 1942. The net
income of farm operators simil-
arly moved up to the second sue-
cessive all-time high. While basic
wage rates have been firmly held
average weekly earnings have
moved up to new high ground.”
Yes, “indeed!” Rooosevelt’s hold-
the-line order has converted.the
nation into a land flowing with
milk and honey. One could well
paraphlase the slogan of bather
Divine and say: “War — it's
wonderful!”

In order to assure the cost-
plus patriots that the “prosper-

|ity"” of the workers is not cutting

into their “legitimate” profits the
1cport hastens to explain that:
“Total egrnings have inereased
due to factors not regulated by
wage-rate controls — such as
longer work hours, higher-paying
war jobs and piece-work and
speed-up incentives to produce.”
There is no cause for alarm, says
the report, because: “The nation’s
basic wage structure has remained
substantially unchanged during
the period of wage stabilization.
The level of basic factory wage
rates has been raised less than
1% cents an hour by actions of
the War Labor Board. - Wages
have been stabilized [frozen].”

FEW BOUTS

In releasing:-the report with his
express approval, Roosevelt ‘casu-
ally remarked “that while theve
had been a few bouts from time
to time the subject covered by
the report had been soft-pedaled
and very quiet for the last few
months.” What utter contempt is
revealed here by Roosevelt for his
labor lackeys! It is precisely in
“the last few months” that thé

ers has been before the War La-
bor Board; that the joint AFL-
CIO survey has been released
proving that the cost of living
has increased over 43 per cent;
that a squabble has been going
on in the WLB between the AFL
and CIO over who was to get the
“credit” for breaking the Little
S_te_e_l Fprmu]a, ete. ete. All of
this is dismissed by Roosevelt as
mere shadow-boxing not worthy
of being mentiongd in the same
class as those “few bouts” which
from “time to time” have disturh-
ed the placid course of Roos-
evelt’s “stabilization” program.

Roosevelt knows that he has
little to fear from the “labor
statesmen” of the AFL and CIO.
The harder they are kicked, the
more avidly do they lick their
masters’ boots. This latest re-
buff is but the culmination of the
farce begun on November 5,
1943, when Roosevelt appointed
a tri-partite committee, com-
posed of representatives of la-
bor, employers and the ‘“publie,”
to “investigate” the Bureau of
Labor Statisties’ cost-of-living
figures which had been challenged
by the labor representatives on
the WLB. The committee was
established after one of these
“few bouts” mentioned by Roos-
evelt, (the fourth strike of the
coal miners, which breached the
Little Steel formula).

COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED

Inspired by the miners’ victory,
the workers everywhere were
pressing forward to smash the
Little Steel formula. To divert
the discontent of the. workers,
the President’s cost-of-living
committee was established and
the illusion created that the Lit-
tle Steel formula would be modi-
fied in accordance with the facts
unearthed by the “investigating
committee.” After a lapse of
several months, the labor repres-
entatives, charging that the com-
mittee was making no effort to
investigate the BLS statisties,
published their own figures prov-
ing that the cost of living had
risen 43.5 per cent instead of the
23.4 per cent as represented by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Instead of the employer and
“public” members on the com-
mittee submitting their own re-
port, they presented a reply to
the survey made by the AFL-

CIO, composed of data written

-

wage demands of the steel work- |

WageFreezeU pheld
By Administration

and compiled by the very agency |

that was supposed to -be under
investigation — the Bureau of
Labor Statistiecs., To this day
there has been no report submit-
ted by the committes as a whole
despite the fact that the commit-
tee was originally supposed.to
submit itg report within a period
of 30 days! The very agency unm-
der investigation was thus con-
verted into defendant, judge and
jury a]l rolled into one and now
even their original cost of liv-
ing flglll'es showing an increase
of 23.4 or 8.4% above the Little
Steel formula is thrown into the
discard by Roosevelt's anniver-
sary “hold-the-line” report which
broadeasts that: “Wages have
been stabilized,” and there must
be “no change in policy.”

BODY BLOW

There has been no comment
from the labor bureaucrats since
Roosevelt made his anniversary
“hold-the-line”  report  public.
These garrulous windbags were
left speechless by the body-blow
delivered by their “friend” in the
White House. The task of pil-
lorying Roosevelt’s cynical re-
port was left to a capitalist poli-
tican, Representative  Ranulf
Compton of Connecticut. “The
hold-the-line order,” said Comp-
ton, “as followed by Administra-
dion leaders has stabilized the
wages of millions at starvation
levels and stabilized prices of
thousands of commodities at the
highest levels in recent history.
The program has created million-
aires .among the profiteers and
paupers -among the people.”
(N."Y. Herald Tribune, April 9).

The labor bureaucrats mnow
have Roosevelt’s answer to their
whining requests that the Presi-
dent “modify realistically” the
Little Steel formula. Business
Week, organ of Big Business,
poses the problem point blank.
As far as Business Week is con-
cerned, the “Future of wage for-
mula hangs on whether the steel
workers want that raise bad
enough to strike for it. NWLB
inquiry is little more than a stall
until price control extension is
settled.” The story under that
headline puts the questlon blunt-
ly: “Do the steel workers want
a wage increase had enough to
strike for it? That’s the real
question.” ]

The spokesmen for Big Busi-
ness fling this challenge at the
hapless head of ‘“fearless” Phil
Murray, head of the United Steel
Workers, who, in an - eloquent
burst of oratorical fireworks has
already informed the WLB steel
panel: “I do not come before the
board for the purpose of wielding
a stick or threatening a strike.
I want a constructive, intelligent,
orderly, peaceahle discussion of
the issues.” And he got it! Byt
the question still remains: What
do the steel workers intend to
do about their demand for a
wage increase? That is a ques-
tion which will have to he ans-
wered by the mational conyention
of the United Steel Workers of
Ame-ricq, scheduled for May 9

The Cleveland convention will
be confronted with the necessity
of making decisions which will
affect the ‘entire labor movement.
It is not only the steel workers

.| who are involved in the struggle

for hlgher wages. Fvery import-
ant union in the country is pinned
up against the wage freezing
“hold-the-line” barrier. Labor
must answer the arrogant chal-
lenge of Big Business in a man-
ner worthy of the dignity of un-
ion men and women by pescind-
ing the no-strike pledge and with-
drawing the “labor representa-

tives” from the “graveyard of
grievances,” the War Labor
Board.

The steel workers, by virtue of
their numbers, position and influe-
ence in the labor movement can
take the initiative in calling a
national conference of all unions,
regardless of affiliation, to ham-
mer out a program of independ-
ent ACTION to smash the Little
Steel formula. The eyes of the
entire labor movement will be on
the steel workers convention. Up-
on the militants attending the

convention will rest an historic

responsibility.

C10 Textile Union Supporis
Fight To Free The Eighteen

(Continued from page 1)

and support the 18, for gur mem-
bers well know that ‘he who does
not defend liberty everywhere
defends it not at all'.”

An editorial in the Reading
Labor Advocate of March 17
declared:

. the_18 Trotskyites who are
now in jail as a result of the in-
famous Minneapolis Case in which
trade unionists who were mem-
bers of the Socialist Workers
Party -were railroaded to pri_s.on
cells for wiolation of a law
agamst the expression of opinion
known to free minded workers as
the Smith “Gag” Act. We repeat
that the 18 who are now in jail
were imprisoned for what they
believed and what-they said, and
not for anything they did. And
we join with those liberals and
laborites who have denounced
the whole businegs as an outrage.
The jailing of these workers is
not only an injustice according

to established concepts of civil:

liberty, but also a threat against
every minority group that refused
to barter its opinions and their
civil rights for the good wishes
of labor exploiters.”

In the March 15 issue of “Prole-
tarian Thought” a left-Zionist

publication, Paul L. Goldman
wrote: :
“The Supreme Court, the

highest court in the land, refused
even to consider the appeal. This
caused great amazement and deep
consternation in all liberal cir-
cles . . . the fact that shameful
injustice has been committed
against the condemned cannot bhe

doubted . . . it must he remem-
bered that what is mvolved is
not merely an unjust cqnth._mn
of individuals but that b_y this
conviction, a dangerous precedent
has been created, threatening the
whole socialist movement.”

In an article on the Bill of
Rights in the April 4 PM, Max
Lerner admitted that, “In the
present war . .. there is the fact
of the arrest and conviction of
the Minneapolis group of Trot-
sky:sts, who are today serving
prison terms for nothing more
than anti-war writings. They were
convicted not for having any
seditious connections with a coun-
try with which we are at war, as
is the charge against the prop-
fascist group now under indict-
ment, but for the. nature of their
utterances. This is the most
flagrant violation, thus far in this
war, of the spirit of the free-
speech tradition, if not of the
letter of the sedition statute.”

Among this week’s contributors
to the CRDC are: Plywood &
Veneer Local 9-213, International
Woodworkers of America, Willa-
mina, Oregon; Phoenix Brass
Local 462, Mine, Mill and Smelter
Workers, Newark; United Elec. &
Radio No. 301, Schenectady;Mine,
Mill & Smelter Workers, Local
366, Irvington, N. J., UAW-CIO
Local 15, Detroit, UAW-CIO 942,
Detroit, Mich., Locomotive Fire-
men Brotherhood Local 143, Oak-
land, Calif.,, Mechaniecs Educa-
tional Society, Detroit, Mich.
Recent contributors of the Work-
men’s Circle are: Branches 223,
Portsmouth, Va.; 610, Monticello,
N. Y.; 918, Roxbury, Mass.; 806,
San Planclscn, 392, Brooklyng
541, ‘Chicago; 150, Phlladelphla.,

706 Dorchester, Mass.
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SUNDAY NIGHT FORUM

Topic
THE STRIKE WAVE IN BRITAIN
AND THE ENGLISH TROTSKYISTS
Speaker
ART PREIS

Sunday, April 16, 1944, at 8:00 P. M.

Auspices: New York School of Social Science

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE (Cor. 13th Street)
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56 pages, paper
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WHY WE ARE IN PRISON

Farewell speeches of the defendants in the I\;linneapolis
Labor Case, with a special introduction on the back-

ground and the issues in the case.

Pioneer Publishers
.116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.

10 cents
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" Restless And Angry Steel Workers Assail Low Pay And
- Rotten Conditions, Want To “Do What The Miners Did’’

Novack Speaks At CRDC Mass
Meetings In Detroit. Chicago

By Theodore Kobalesky T

If you're not a steel worker, perhaps you'd like to make a tour
of the blast furnace line in one of the nation’s latgést steel plants
to see what’s going on. We’ll eavesdrop a little and hear just
what the fellows are saying on the floor or in the shanty. Stay
close to us, though: blast furnaces are dangerous places . .. eyen
when you know your way around.

Not much conversation on No. 1 Furnace. A gang of sweating,
panting imen is trying to pull a large, bronze tuyere cooler out of
the side of the furhace. A long, thick iron bar with a hooked end
is caught in the cooler, while eight men at the other end slide a
sort of hammer up the bar and bring it back with terrific force,

time after time. From the hole in the center of the cooler, which

the tuyere (pronounced “tweer™) hlgd occupied; yellow flames shoot
out. intermittently. When they get this cooler out, put another one
in, and then replace the tuyere, they will have the ¢leanup waiting
for them. Tough cleanup, too, this time. The trough is full of red-
hot coke that will have to be dug out, and the cinder runners are
full of heavy slag and red coke. The iron runners have deep holes
that will have to be filled with clay and then dried. You think you
wouldn’t like to work here?

No. 2 Furnace. ‘The gang has finished the cleatup, and the
fellows are in the shanty, eating lunch and talking. Shut the door
tight. One of the blowpipes isn’t set right: that’s what makes that
hissing roar out there. _

“Reuben didn’t come out today?”.

“No. His rheumatism’s bothering him again.”

“It’ll keep bothering him till he gets off this floor. Maybe
you can get his job, Pete. Want to be second helper?”

“And get all sweated up in that bleedotit runner every day?
No, thanks. I've got a cold now.”

“Who hasn’t?”

“That bleedout got Jimmy Wilson. Pneumonia, wasn’t it?"

“No. Tuberculosis. You're thinking of Jimmy Mason over on
Number Seven. He died of pneumonia.”

“That dust helps . . . and the sulphur gas. They say the sulphur
don’t hurt you none, but nothing that makes your lungs feel that
" way does you any good.” .

) “Sulphur sure was bad last cast, wasn’t it!"

Conditions on No. 3 Furnace

No. 3 Furnace. Here’s an illustration of what the boys on No. 2
were talking about. The reason you're coughing and can’t catch
your breath is the sulphur: you can see it rising in thick, blue
clouds from that cinder runner. They’re flushing now, and it will
take quite a while. Soon your nose will begin to run, and you'll
sneeze as though you had hay fever. Still, you get useéd to it—
somewhat—if you work here. That’s why a couple of workers are
here in the shanty now, talking and smoking. But stick it out for
a moment, and listen to them saying:

“I'm going to get the hell off this furnace before I get burnt
up. I never did like this keeper’s job. Did you see that gdte blow
when we went into the third ladle?¥

“Yeah. That's the way Slim’s old man got that sear on his
face”

“That’s the way I got this scar on my neck.”

“What I don’t like about your job is messing around the tappmg
hole after it’s drilled out.”

“You're telling me! 1 was working first helper over on No. 2
five years ago when that old Polish fellow, Steve What’s-his-name,
got burnt up. He was just throwing the coal into the tapping hole
to burn it out, and BOOM!—the hole blew out. The iron hit him in
the chest and knocked him over hackwards off the sheet-irons,
right into the trough. One of the guys grabbed Steve’s arm . ..
but his arm came off! God! That furnace stunk for two days!”

“The whole damn place is a lousy slaughterhouse. Over there
in the Open Hearth they kill them just the same way. A guy fell
jnte a ladle, guys are always getting killed by the engines running
tip and down the tracks, a ladle fell on another guy. ..”

*  *“For the money they pay in this damn place! If I was younger,
I'd quit today, Damn if I wouldn’t!”. . . -

“T wonder how they’re coming on our seventeen cents. . .

“The money this company’s making! We ought to close the
damn place down . . . like the miners.” '

So you wouldn’t want that keeper’s job, even for the money
he makes? He'd get a kick out of hearing you say that, because he

”

Dangerous Work

1] l

DETROIT, Mich. — Over
100 people, including presidents
of spveral large UAW-CIO lo-
cals, stewards, committeemen,
and rank and file CIO mili-
tants, attended the Civil Rights
Defense Committee Spaghetti

Amid poisonous fumes and facing glaring white heat, these steel workers are engaged in their
hard work, grinding out super-profits for the steel barons. These are the men who are now
demanding a 17 cents-an-hour wage increase to offset a 43.5 per cent cost-of-living rige.

and the stove tender each get a little over a dollar an hour
including bonus—for the two top-rated, non-supervisory furnace
jobs. Surprised? Now perhaps you can see why the boys are so
interested in that seventeen cents. They talk a lot about it all
along the line. We'll get a good idea of it on No. 4. One of the
leading shop stewards, a colored fellow, is first helper up there.

No. 4. There he is, cleaning out the trough. He’ll spare us a
minute. Johnny climbs out of the trough:

What the Steel Workers Think

“Sure, I'Il tell you what the fellows are saying about the
seventeen cents. They're saying we’ll have to close the place down
to get anything. They say Murray’s no good, that he’s seared, or
maybe getting paid off by the company. They’re all pretty hot,
maybe not hot enough to walk out just vet, but wait till the board
turns down the seventeen cents or stalls awhile longeér. They sort
of expect that, and they say we’ll have to-do like the niiers did—
go out if we're going to get .myihmg My gang, how, they're ready
any time.”

And so on for the rest of the furnaces, until you've heard them
all, all substantially the same. Sweating, begrimed men, colored
men and white men, laughing and joking about the dangers and
hardships of their jobs in an almost callous way. . . “Hey, Jake,
did yoy see Slim cut loose when that gate blew? I thought he was
lighting right out for home,” or, “That bleedout sure got Jones
today. Man, he was evil! Say a word to him, and he’d eut your
throat!”

You've seen them during cast with death as their constant
companion. You've seen their rags, sleeves, pants scorched, rotted

of great agony arid tertor on some past, never-to-be-forgotten day
or days when the iron and slag flew about them, searing their
faces, necks, arms, hands, or bodies. You've heard their comments,
angry complaints about their wages and working conditions, their
threats of “doing like the miners did.” You've seen the American
blast furnace worker, and you see what he’s up against.

Now what do you think?

The Sordid Living Conditions
In The Army Towns Of Today

By Miriam Carter

Crowding into jammed buses and trains; travelling through
weary days and nights; living a catch-as-catch<can existence from
day to day, from hour to hour—this is the tortuous lot of Amer-
ica’s newest migrants, the Army wives. - _

They are thronging into the towns surrounding the army
camps, particularly in the west and south, anxious to join their
soldier husbands. They come to snatch what happiness they can
before their husbands are transferred, or shipped overseas. They

4]

through by the intense heat. You've seen their scars, mementoes

experience hardship and humiliation in the overcrowded towns,

for the things they need for bare?

existence—housing, food—have
become the objects of gigantic
conscienseless profiteering.
The New Leader, in an article
deseribing the wretched conditions
in the army towns, reports that
“many wedtern and southern bus-
fness men are becoming rich
quickly . . . In Fresno, California
recently, they were talking of put-
ting up, tents in public parks. In
that cit§' which is typical of many
in California and other sections
of the West and South, pitiful
sights take place daily when the
wives of soldiers who are station&\
ed in nearby camps arrive from
all over the country to be with
their husbands. Some of them
come from as far Hast as New
York and bring with them chil-
dren, many of them very young.

WRETCHED CONDITIONS

“When they arrive, often with-
out previous arrangements made
for their living quarters, they
have to sleep in the parks or rail-
way stations all night. They then
start going from door to door to
beg householders to take them in.
Bometimes it takes a long time
before they can find any accom-
modations, and often when they

same can be said for the restaur-
ants. . Soldiers will go into West
Coast restaurants and pay 100
percent more for food than they
were paying in the eastern section
of the United States. And to top
it all, most of the food is infer-
for.”

‘While the OPA is patting itself
on the back, complimenting itself
on how it has “kept the lid on
living costs,” the money-mad pro-
fiteers are using the same OPA
ag a Bereen for gouging the des-
perate service men and their fam-
ilies.

“Perhaps after looking around
for a time a-family of three niay
gsecurg a room in a third or fourth
class hotel at $4 a night. That
comes to a total of $28 weekly,

and three persons have to sleep
in one small room.

“The hotel refuses to give week-
1y rates, although under OPA reg-
ulations that same room would
not cost more than $15 weekly.
It is all done according to regu-
lations, and the OPA ceiling rates
may even be posted in the room.
But when the hotel offieials are
asked to rent the room on the
weekly basis, the polite reply is,
gorry, but the OPA allows them

to rent a certain number of rooms
on a daily basis. Thus many per-
gons, war workers and service
men and families, live month
after month, often paying more
than $1256 a month for one small
room. And even these are diffi-
cult to get!”

FIRST HAND ACCOUNT

One young girl, who packed up
her grips and her baby and went
to join her husband just wrote in
a letter saying “ . .. I managed
to find a place to call home, at
least it was fairly clean and had
a bed, stove, sink, table and a few
straight chairs You can’'t even
imagine such . ghastly holes as
there are near the camps in the

e e e T T T T L
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do the rates are excessive. The

south, nor such filth. Anyway, I
put the Baby in a school. Mean-
while my husband was transfer-
red. He wrote to tell me to come
only for a visit, because this place
was even torse than the other, al-
though T couldn’t belie it until
I saw it for myself. This camp is
huge and is nothing but wilder-
ness and tar paper shacks. Even
the service club is a shanty, and
so is the guest house. (I could
stay there only a few days until
I found a place of my own). The
place is overrun with snakes,
small alligators, and ° roaches.'
There isn’t any place to stay un-
less you work at the camp. Then
you can have an apartment in the
government project here on the
camp. But I've put in my appli-
cation at every place on the camp
that hires women, and so far
there's nothing. The neéarést place
to live is a two hour bus ride
away, with very poor service, a
fare of $1.60 one way, and rooms
at the rate of $18 a week, if you're
able to find one. This is only a
synopsis.”

CULTURAL POVERTY

The wretchedness of existence
for these young women and their
soldier-husbands is made worse by
the cultural poverty and lack of
recreational facilities of these
towns. “One of the first things
you learn to do in Armytown is
fo mark time in your tracks and
git and wait or stand and wait.
For a bus, for a pass, for your
fellow, for your girl, for train
tickets, for groceries. Some are
even glad of waiting. Girls sit at
the bus stops and: watch their

The Costs of War
“The present war is on
the veérge of being a trillion’
dollar war . . . and there is
every likelihood . . . (it) will
far exceed this figure,” reports
the New York Times, April 9,
in reviewitig figures compiled
by Dr. Mabel Walker, Execu-
tive Secretary of the Tax In-
gtitute research bureaun. That
is a million millions — or a
thousand billions — an astro-
nomical figure that makes the
stupendous cost of the First
World War, 211 billions, shrink
to a mete trifle. And those
figures do net intlude the cost
of devastated farmlands made
unproductive for _Yyears to
come; of cities demolished by
bombing; of irreplaceable art
treasures destroyed forever.

“home” and there’s nothing to do
anyway. . .

“‘There’s amusements,’” a sol-
dier probably says to himself,
“‘but I'd say it depends on what
you'reé aiming for, Every time I
come into town 1 start to ask my-
gelf whatinhell I did {t for, Just
a change, 1 guess, but after the
first few minutes it ain't mno
changé as I can sée. Some fel-
las wandering up and down; a few
with their gals — the lucky ones
— but mostly in threes and fours.
They’ve got the paintbrush ready
only there’s nothing to paint red’”
(New Republic, March 20).

“When the service imen and
others go into -the average bar
in California and order a beer,
they are given a bottle smaller
than the standard size throughout
tite rest of the country and pay
up to 35 cents for locally brewed
beer, mostly of a poor quality.” /

A poster was recently display-
ed on the walls and in store-win-
dows from coast to coast, depict-
ing a family gathered at a sumpt-
tuous table. It was entitled “Free-
dom from Want,” and represented
one of the “Four Freedoms” for
which this war is supposedly be-
ing fought. But apparently this
freedom is not meant for the Ar-
my Wives who trudge from door
to door, looking for a pldce to live,
or for a job, or for a place where
they can get a decent meal at
prices they can afford. These
young women have been cut
adrift, living for just a few brief
moments of happiness, despised by
the “solid citizens,” at the mercy
of every hotel manager and store
Keeper. '

The capitalist system stands ex-
poséd here in all 6f its cruelty, its
heartlessness, its perfidy. Even
in the midst of war, the very men
and women who are making ‘the
greatest sacrifices, whose lives are
most disrupted and often hope-
lessly wrecked, are: in addition
subjected to ecruel humiliations
and exploitations, at the merey of
every landlord, hotel: owner and

profiteer. In the midst of the war
and the greatest human migration

in years, the government disdains

to enforce price ceilings in the

army towns, disdaing to provide

the soldiers’ witves and children

with decent housing and living

conditions.

The letter I received from an

army wife, quoted above, con-
cludes as followa: “Army life in

a southern camp is pretty awful.

We have a lot of nerve trylng to

¢lean up Europe and the rest of

the world when we allow these

conditions  to exist in otir own

buses go by. It’s too early to go lcountry.”

~on behalf of the eighteen Min-
 neapolis victims of the Smith

Dinner held on April 1 at the
Bethlehem Methodist Church

“gag” Act. This dinner, given
in connection with the city-wide
campaign to win labor and lib-
eral support for.the Minneapo-
lis case, was organized by the
Detroit branch of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee, ac-
companying the visit of George
Novack, CRDC National Secre-
tary, as part of his national
tour to strengthen the campaign
to free the 18,

The Reverend Horace B. White
of the Plymouth Congregational
Church, outstanding Michigan
Civil rights fighter land Negro
leader, was the first speaker of

the evening. Reverend White
pointed out that in every
war period, the .industrialists

have attempted to created a false
picture ‘of “national unity” by
gagging those who oppose them.
He warned that if the laws
guaranteeing civil liberties can
be violated in isolated cases, they
can be violated for everyone. He
‘warned that the workers must
begin now to guard their eivil
rights, “Why is it,”” he demand-
ed, “that they always put work-
ers in jail under these laws, while
the fellows from Wall Street are
merely fined and reprimanded
for their indiscretions?”
Matthew Smith, Secretary. of
the Mechanics® Educational So-
ciety of America, sent a message
through Mr. Brady, MESA attor-
ney, as well as a check for $50.00
to aid the work of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee.

MESA SUPPORT

Mr. Brady assured the meeting
‘that “the MESA stood whole-
heartedly  behind the CRDC in
its work and understood the im-
portance to the whole Ilabor
movement of the fight which
the CRDC is conducting. He ad-
ded that if the $50 was not
enoiigh, the MESA was ready to
send whatever was needed to as-
sure justice to the eighteen Min-

heapolis prisoners and to bring
‘,gbout the repeal of the bmlth
“gag” Act.
The Reverend Owen Khox,

Federation for Constitutional Li-
berties, and now a national com-
mittee member of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee, was
the next speaker. Mr. Knox has
been an’ active participant for
many years in labor and defense
cireles. He pointed out that the
Minneapolis case differed from
all others which he has aided in
the past because both prosecu-
tion dnd defense agresd that it
dealt only in the realm of
thought and expression and

act. He assured the audience
that history will place the de-
fendants where they belong, not
in jail, but in a place of honor
as men of courage who fought in
this most difficult period for the
preservation of American rights
and ideals.

MAIN SPEAKER

Mr. Novack, the¥nain speaker
‘of the-evening, warhed that the
prosecution and conviction of the
eighteen was an attempt to in-
troduce totalitarian and dicta-
torial concepts into this country;
that big business, while manu-

former chairman of the National

ideas — and not in any overt

fare against other nations, also
was manufacturing laws, such as

warfare against labor at home;
and that the liberty of every
American is bound up with the
eighteen defendants in the Mins
neapolis case. “When they were
put behind bars, freedom was
jailed too.”

The remainder of Mr. Novack’s
speech was devoted to a com-
plete history of the case and of
the role played in the labor move-
ment by the defeéndants which
led to their indictment and con-
viction., Many at the dinner be-
came acquainted for the first
time with the full details of the
case as well as with the zetivi-
ties of the Trotskyist labor lead-
ers -of Local 544, who were the
leaders in organizing the entire
northwest.

PLEDGE SUPPORT

Mr. Novack’s appeal for moral
and material aid was met by con-
tributions totaling $142, as well
as many suggestions and offers
of cooperation. Many auto work-
ers present pledged lo secure the
support of their local unions for
the work of the Civil Rights De-
fense Committee. ;

The Detroit branch of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee re-
ports that George Novack's visit
to this city has proved very
stimulating to the work of the
branch and has paved the way
for mobilizing widespread labor
support behind the fight to free
the eighteen aneupohs lahor
prisoners.

CHICAGO, ILL,— George No-
vack, Nat]onal Secretary of the
Cw:i Rights Defense Committee,
addressed a well-attended mass-
mesting in Chicago on April 7,
held under the auspices of the
Committee. Present were a hum-
ber of workers who heard for the
first time the facts of the frame-
up of the 18 leaders of the Min-
neapolis Truckdrivers Union and
the Socialist Workers Party.

Francis Heisler, well'- known
Chicago labor  attorney, in-
troduced Novack as an uncom-
promising defender of workers’
rights for many years, who par-
ticipated in the ‘defense of Tom

the Smith “Gag" Act, for its|

Mooney, The Scottsboro Boys,
Sacco and. Vanzetti.

Novack related the history of
the case against ths 18, and ex-
plained its significance as a
threat to the liberties of = the
entire labor movement. He ‘con-
vinced -those present that the
prosecution was from the . outset
a frameup of workers who had
led lifelong struggles on behalf
of ‘militant ard democratic union-
ism, for decent living conditions,
arfd for a -world fit for human
beings to inhabit.

The ‘Smith Gag Act, under
which the 18 were convicted, is
so broad, he explained, that-any
expression of liberal opinion can
be {hrottled by prosecution.
Labor, he pointed out, must
recognize that this case is its
own, in order to defend itself,

The audience responded very
generously: to 'an appeal by Mr.
Heisler for contributions to the
support of the 18 prisoners and
their families, and the eampaign
to free the 18 now in progress.
One worker contributed $18, one
dollar for each of the class-war
prisoners.

A number of workers inquired
after the meeting how they could
help in the fight to free the 18,
and a -union leader, unso]tclted
volunteered fo present the case
before his joint board, for sup-
port.

NEW ALLIED PAL
Filippo Naldi was recently
appointed press chief in Naples
by the Allied command,
During the last war Naldi
was financially linked with an
agent of the Kaiser. During the
fascist march on Rome, Naldi
bought up cheap a victimized
paper, published the ultra-'
{ascist I1 Nuovo Paese, and
hired Count Ciano as columnist.
He became an intimate friend
of Mussolini’s general secre-
tary, Rossi, who was one of
the chief organizers . of the
murder of the Socialist leader
Matteotti,
" Naldi fled Italy when publie
indignation grew too great.
Since then he'has lived in
.Paris, unharmed by the invad-

ing Nazis.

Club-wielding Sheriff Richard Wright, of Weirton, W. Vi,
. leading five members of the CIO Steelworkers Union off to jail
for handing out union leaflefs to the workers of the open-shop

Weirton Steel Co., which is openly defying NLRB and federal court
orders to recognize the union and has been conducting a vicious
reign of armed terror against union men, A total of 25 CIO or-

ganizers were arrested before the plant gates on charges of “un-

lawful assembly” by 'the Sheriff and his company-paid hoodlum

“deputies.” Six union organizers

facturing implements for war-

department of the plant.

have been badly beaten by com-

pany gangsiers, armed with weapons manufactured in a special
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hurchill Opens |}
Attack Against
he Trotskyists

(Continued from page 1)

golidarity with the striking work-
ers. He added:

—if roment imagines
that by closing us down and sup-
press) « o:d: nablications they are
going to stop the wave of strikes,
they aie i d. '

NATIONALIZE MINES

“If the government nationalized
the mines and operated them
under committees of workers and
technicians, they would settle the
problem in twenty-four hours.”

Almost all the informed Ameri-
can correspondents in KEngland,
while featuring the government's
claims against the Trotskyists,
have also indicated their sceptie-
ism that the strikes are the handi-
work of a “small group of trouble-
makers,” “agitators” and “sub-
versive influences.” Drew Mid-
dleton in his April 9 London cable
to the N. Y. Times, stated: “La-
bor, that is the man who does his
day’s work in a mine or a factory
is not satisfied with the explana-
tion that the present strikes are
the result of a ‘Trotskyite’ group
of a few thousands . . .” E, C.
Daniel writes from London in the
N. Y. Times that the mine strikes
are “symptomatic dbf deep social
unrest” and the “labor ills of the
coal-mining industry go as deep
as the dank pits where miners,
labor under primitive conditions
and in constant danger.”

The Associated Press reported
on April 7 from London that “the
whole voleanic labor situation .
is erupting in this fifth year of
the war with every indication
that 1944 will be the worst strike
year since the paralyzing 1926
general walkout.” This dispatch
reveals the real source of the
strikes in the government's
awards to the miners of a
minimum weekly pay of $20 for
underground workers and $18 for
surface workers, while “the aver-
age of male factory workers. is
$22.78, the average for woman
factory workers $11,72. On this
they pay an income tax of roughly
50 per cent.” i

BRITISH STRIKE

The British strike wave has
been growing in scope and fury
for months, spearheaded by the
struggles of the coal miners,
Churchill has resorted to every
conceivable maneuver to forestall
and then subdue these strikes.
The miners’ demands were first
shunted through the endless red-
tape of compulsory government
arbitration. The miners were
stalled off by the empty pro-
mises of their own treacherous
leaders, who acted as mouthpieces
for the Tory government  and
mine operators. '

When in January these union
leaders tried to foist the infamous
Porter wage awards on.the min-
ers, a furious resistance began.
Strikes broke out, which were
called off when the government
- and union officials promised to
. undertake further arbitration to
jron' out the innumerable so-call-
ed “anomalies” of the original
award. Subsequent “concessions”
"gave the miners nothing., The
strikes began to rage once more,
culminating in a walkout last
month of 100,000 miners in South
Wales and Scotland.

TWO WEEKS

This strike was continued for
" two weeks in the face of tremend-
'ous government pressure. The top

peal after appeal without avail
Churchill's  Stalinist flunkeys,
some of whom occupy important
posts in the miners unions, outdic
all their previous efforts in strike
breaking, Harry Pollitt, head ol
the British Stalinists, toured the
mine fields in an effort to drum
up a back-to-work movement,
.ile South Wales miners finally
returned to the pits with some
meager concessions, but a new
series of mine strikes broke out
in South Yorkshire, coupled with
a strike of shipyard workers re-
sisting government efforts to
draft them for work in the mines.

The union officialdom proved
powerless to break the strikes.
“Recent strikes resulted from the
inability of the workers' own lead-
ers to control them,” E. C. Daniel
stated in the N. Y. Times. Helen
Kirkpatrick, London correspond-
ent for the Chicago Daily News,
reported, “the miners have a de-
cided lack of confidence in their
leaders.”

LABOR BUREAUCRATS

Unable to rely on the impetent
labor bureaucrats to curb the
workers, having exhausted all his
maneuvers, tricks and subterfuges,
Churchill was compelled to fal
back on direct and brutal compul-
sion. He threatened to draft the
strikers into the armed forces.And
when this proved unsuccessful,
particularly against the miners,
he issued his threat of imprison-

union officials issued patriotic ap-

Reprint from Socialist Appeal

British Mine Boss: “The Miners
Are _Living Too Well Already!”

ment for strike “incitement” and
engineered the attack on the
Trotsk_vists

In lashing out at the 'Tlot,skv—
ists, Churchill is seeking to stifle
and silence those who have most
clearly and consistently vofCed the
real needs and demands of the
miners, and most conscious’y de-
fended ‘the workers’ interests.
Above all, the Trotskyists through
their press, which -circulates
widely in the coal areas, have

.pushed to the fore the funda+

mental issue of the strikes, na-
tionalization of the mines. That,

as even the capitalist N. Y.
Times admits, is “the miners’
own cure for their recurrent
ailments.”

The position of the Briush Trot-
skyists was openly and unambi-
guously stated in a special Mid-

‘March supplement to the Sociui’ist

Appeal, devoted entileiy the
defense of the miners’ s ruggle
during the Welsh strike.

“100,000 Miners Can't Be
Wrong,” is the headline over the
statement, written by Jock Has-
ton, And the second head ‘warns,
“Horner Selling Out.” Arthur

!
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last week by Scotland Yard in

, The rejection by the Porter Arbitration
‘Court, of -the miners' demand for a £6 mini-
mum had already caused a great wave of
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' 100,000 MINERS
BAN’T BE WRONG

HORNER SELLING OUT

HASgl‘O\’

Welsh miners is the most
which has been used in the
by a sedtion of the British

workers for the settlement of just grievances, After
months’ of patiént negotiations the miners have been

. forced to use this argument to demonstrate the
character of their casé, and to show that they are no
Jonger 'to be played around with.

Instead of increasing the wages of these
men—the key workers in the pit—the Award
wrested away many concessions which the
miners had won in the past as the result of
hard battles against the coal-owners.

To)-e=TEE—="
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Reproduction of the mast-head and a imrt:on of the front page of the special mine strike issue
of the Socialist Appeal, published by the British Trotskyists, bundles. of w!nch were seized in raids

South Wales Miners Federation,

100,000 MINERS

“The strike of 100,000 Welsh
miners is the most powerful argu-
ment which has been used in the
course of the war by a section of
the British workers for the set-
tlement of just grievances. After
months of patient negotiations the
miners have been forced to use
this argument to demonstrate the
character of their case, and to
show that they are no longer to
be played with,” the statement
reads. '
Responsibility for provoking the
mine strikes is placed squarely
upon  Churchill's  government.
“The rejection by the Porter-Ar-
bitration Court of the miners' de-
mand for a 6 Lb minimum had
already caused a great wave of
resentment - throughout -the coal-
fields, but the Government, by its
blunt refusal to cover additional
cost of wages for bad working
conditions and other anomalies —
which are mot covered in 'the
Award — is primarily responsible
for the present strike.”

SOCIALIST APPEAL

Referring to the concessions
granted the strikers, the Socialist
Appeal points out: “The haste
with which the Government
capitulated once the mifiers were
on the streets demonstrated not
only the soundness of the miners’
demands but the strength of th&
strike weapon in getting an.im-
mediate answer to these
demands.”

An- indication is given of the
real sentiment of the soldiers to-
ward the strikers. “Far ‘fr?m the
soldiers being hostile, the miners’
case is receiving a sympathetic
hearing, and indeed, coming'as it
does at a period when the soldiers

.

: |
Horner is the Stalinist head of the

wages, gives the soldiers an in-
smlation to press for better condi-
tions.”

A devastating indictment is lev-
eled against the Stalinists who
I"made insidious attacks .against
the' miners and tried to destroy
the morale of the strikers.”
The activity of the ‘renegade
Communist Party” is described
as the “most reactionary form of
splitting which we have seen
practiced in the labor K movement
for many years.”

“The failure of the miners’ lead-
ers to take a hard and determined
stand behind the men-has aroused
a bitter criticiem throughout the
pits. The jingoist statement is-
sued by the Executive that the
strike ‘ . . . places in jeopardy
the lives of our colleagues on the
fighting front,” is deeply resented.

“For the miners know that it
is precisely they who are fighting
to keep ‘the soldiers from being
betrayed by the boss-class on the
home front when they fight for
better wages . .. "

FUVDAMENTAL DEMA\D

The statement concludes by for-
mulating the fundamental solution
to the miners problems as follows:
“In the long and bloody histocry

of coal mining the employers have
never been so fully exposed and
in as weak a position as they are
at the present time., It has been
clearly demonstrated to almost
the entire population that they
are sabotaging coal production in
the interests of private profit. But
instead of using this situation to
nationalize the mines and operate
them under workers’ control as
a guarantee of efficiency; the Gov-
ernment covers up the coal-owners
and protects them from the pub’ic
gaze and public wrath. In such
a situation if the miners fail to
press their claims and gain their

when the coal owners can turn
around and smash them.”

It is certain that this Trotsky-
ist statement struck a responsive
chord in the miners as well as
workers generally, and contribut-
ed to Churchill's anxiety to sup-
press the British Trotskyists.

“MAD” RULERS ,

The British ruling class is in-
deed “mad,” as Comrade Haston
stated, if it thinks these ideas
can be kept from the miners or
suppressed.

Churchill and the traltmous la-
bor leaders are fearful of a break
in the political truce which has
bound the workers to the war

'not be able to do so after the war !

(Continued from page 1)

20,000 contracts signed, the recap-
ture clause has been inserted in
“only about 26 or 30 of said con-
tracts.”

Thus the Maritime Commission,
supposedly an agency of the pub-
lic, openly violates the provisions
of the 1936 Maritime Act, openly
conspires with the shipowners to
plunder the public treasury.

¥ AR PROFITS

Ship company profits since U.S.
entry into the war could not have
been greater if the shipowners had
hauled down their house flags
and run up the skull and cross
bones. “In the year 1941,” re-
ports Aiken, “there were 81 ves-
sels chartered to carry lend-lease
goods to the Red Sea. These 81
vessels made 90 voyages. The
value of these vessels, with 11
valuations missing,was $8,266,000.
The charter hire amounted to $31,
364,880.11, and the profit on these
voyages amounted to $26,874,186.-
70, or about three times the value
of the vessels themselves.” The
| average charter hire per dead-
weight-ton amounted to $36.73;
the profit, $31.47. With two ex-
ceptions, one a company owned by
the Maritime Commission itself
“the companies receiving these
tremendous profits have refused
to return any of them.” The
shipowners are not afraid to bra-
zenly flout the law which ealls
for the return of all profits in ex-
cess of 10 percent.

In order to refute the argument
of these pirates that they “needed
the profits” they had shaken down
from the Red Sea run, Senator

Record condensed balance sheets

sheets should provide instructive
reading for American seamen on
the long nights they lie in their
bunks awaiting torpedoes, puzzl-
ing out how their families back
home can make ends meet since
the slash in bonus rates.

machine and placed them under
the domination of the Tory forces.
Drew Middleton in the N. Y.j
Times, April 10, reports “an in-
creasing number of signs that the !
political coalition on which the
British government is based is
beginning to break up . . . mil-
lions of young men and women...
are open to the blandishments of

any new seemingly dynamic
party.” :
Resolutions calling for the|M

Labor Party to break the elec-
toral truce have been submitted
by more than 40 party units to
the forthcoming annual party
convention.

- These are a political reflection
of the class struggle now develop-
ing in Britain, reminding Church-
ill of the instability of his re-
gime and of capitalist rule.
Churchill is beginning to under-
stand the potential power of the
“new dynamic party” which has
the program of effective struggle
against his power and that of his
class. And that is why, in seek-
ing to beat down the rising forces
of militant British labor, Chur-
chill is aiming his blows at the

themselves are asking for better

demands now, they will certainly

Trotskyists.

Luckenbach Steampship Co.,
Ine., for instance, owned by Edgar
F. Luckenbach, under the solici-
tous care of the Maritime Com-
mission raised fts total assets
from $14,322,848.67 on December
31, 1938, to the sizeable nest egg
of $22,101,190.79 by December 31,
1942. With a capital stock of $5,-
228,250, December 31, 1938, the to-
tal capital by December 31, 1942
amounted to $12,902,187.23.

MATSON COMPANY

Another concern enjoying the
friendship of the Maritime Com-
mission the Maison Nayigdtion
Co., upped its total assets from
$42,716,914.50 on December 31,
1938, to $69,679,504.64 by Decem-
ber 31, 1942, Starting with capi-
tal stock of $33,204,053.34 on De-
cember 31, 1942, the total capital
by December 31, 1942 stood at $49,-
568,126.51. Dividends were con-
sistently handed to the stockhold-
ers, 5 percent in 1938, 6% percent
in 1939, 6 percent in 1940, 712 per-
cent in 1941 and 7% percent in
1942,

The American-Hawaiian Steam-
ship Co. likewise found that the
friendship of the Maritime Com-
mission is a paying proposition.

By Dan Shelton

The 1939 British White paper,
shutting off immigration - and
prohibiting~ land purchaies in
Palestine, went into effect on
March 31, 1944, This vicious pro-
duct of English colonial policy
bars the doors of one more coun-’
try to the Jews at a time when
places of refuge are needed more
urgently thafi ever.
Drawn up by the Chamberlain
government in May 1939, the
White Paper is not a “blunder”
of English diplomacy, as the
Zionists pretend. It is an integral
part of a deliberate policy. It
flouts the League of Nations
mandate under which England
presumably rules Palestine. This
mandate requires England to
bring about the establishment of
a Jewish national homeland in
Palestine, and prescribed in Ar-
ticle 15 that “no person shall be
excluded from  Palestine on
grounds of his religious be’iefs.”
Today, the *“Jewish homeland”
bears the sign: Jews Forbidden!
England assumed “protection”
over Palestine not in order to
establish a haven for, the Jews,
but in order to increase the
power of her empire. Strategical-
lv located with respect to the
Mediterranean; controlling the
Suez Canal, and thus the short-
est route to India; representing
the terminal point of the British
pipelines from Arabia, Palestine
is g vital link for the empire.

| USED AS PAWNS

In the first World War, the
British found it expedient to use
Jews as pawns against the

Arabs. Hence the Balfour decla-

the Jews. In the second World
War, the English colonial despots
find it most expedient to pose
as the saviors of the Moslems.
Disillusionment  awaits  the
Arabs who expect an Arab state
as a result of the White Paper.
The goal of English policy in
Palestine remains today what it
was in 1917, namely, neither a
“Jewish” nor an “Arab™ but a
British Palestine. The text of
the White Paper, which presum-
ably provides for the establish-
ment of an independent Palesti-
nian state, contains two tell-tale
qualifications. The first post-
pones: this “independence” to a
period “within 10 years.”” And |
the next eclause reads:

“His Majesty’s Government, will
do everything in its power to
create conditions which will en-
able the independent Palestinian
state to come into being within
10 years. If, at the end of ten
years, it appears to his Majesty’s
Government that, contrary to
their hope, circumstances require
postponement of an,_ independent
state .. they will.. frame plans
for the future with a view to
achieving the desired objective at
the earliest possible date.” This
diplomatic doubletalk means that
the creation of an independent
PPalestinian state is to he post-
poned to an indefinite future, so
long, that is, as* England has any
say in the matter.

WHITE PAPER

The White Paper has dashed
the utopian hopes of the Zionists,
but that does mot hinder them
from continuing their grovelling
at the feet of the “democratic”
imperialists. Some still want to

mirage of a “Jewish Palestine as
part of the British empire.” Oth-
ers disillusioned with England
clutch at the coattails of a new
“savior,”—Wasghington.

What is there for the blindest
to hope for in Washington? The
Wagner-Taft resolution designed
to express the platonic Congres-
sional opposition to the British
White Paper never got past the
House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. This action came as a
direct result of the intervention
of Chief of Staff, Marshall; Sec-
retary of State Cordell Hull and
Secretary of War Stimson. “Mi-
litary reasons” were given as the
excuse. Roosevelt used the same
pretext in order to backtrack in
the space of 48 hours on his
own approval of opening Pale-
stine to Jewish immigration.
Washington, it will be observed,
orients itself on the question of
Palestine ' precisely in the same
way as does England, and for
the self-same 1reasons. U. S.

capitalism has sunk its  first

ton intends like England to
the Arabs as pawns in the strug-
gle for imperial domination.

fuge. — has been hermetically

when Hitler's
Balkans has

sweep

roots into the Middle East. Pre-
paring to lay a 1000 mile pipeline
across Saudi "Arabia, Washing-

Meanwhile, Palestine — one of
the few remaining havens of re-

sealed precisely at a moment
into the

England’s Policy For Palestine

thousands more victims with de-
struction. Between 1933 and 1938
Palestine — with a territory the
size of the state of Vermont —
admitted more refugees than the
U. S. during the same period.
The tragic plight of the refugees
is illustrated by the fact that by
letting in 11,000 immigrants du-
ring the last six months, Pale-
stine has admitted more refu-
gees in this interval than all the
other countries of the world com-
bined. It has become literally a
matter of life and death to re-
open the gates of Palestine —
and not only of Palestine.

The challenge: of the White
Paper .can be met only in one
way — through the socialist road
of struggle. Palestinian inde-
pendence it is clear cannot be
achieved execept through an.anti-
imperialist fight. The road to
independence and freedom of
the Arab and Jewish peoples,
like the destinies of all the op-
pressed, lies not in internecine
strife or subservience to imperi-
alists, but in a joint struggle
with the British and American
working class against the im-
perialist oppressors.

Buy “The Militant”
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at the newsstand on the north--
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threatened many
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Aiken placed in the Congressional [ tion, for example, owned by the
Bethlehem
of some of the operators. These |starting with total assets of §3,-

On December 31, 1938, its total as-
sets amounted to $12,494,682.25.
By December 31, 1942, these as-
sets had soared to $24,621,002.24.
With a capital stock on Dec. 31,
1938 of $4,370,000, the total capital
by December 31, 1942 had reached
$18,819,579.82, Dividends shovel-
leg into the pockets of stockhold-
ers amounted to 10 percent in
1938, 15 percent in=1939, 35 per-
cent in 1940, 50 percent in 1941,
and 30 percent in 1942. '
. The Isthmian Steamship Co.,
owned by the United States Steel
Corporation, has also with the
aid of the Maritime Commission
found the second World War a not
unprofitable proposition. Total
assets on December 31, 1938, of
$18,784,265.84 multiplied by De-
cember 31, 1942 to $41;147,420.30.
With a capital stock of $10,000,-
000, the total capital by December
31, 1942, reached $19,014,354.24.
Dividends sluiced into the bank
vaults of stockholders were 10
percent in 1938, 5 percent in 1939,
20 percent in 1940. The war up-
ped dividends to 40 pércent in
1941 and 40 percent in 1942,

MAKING HAY

These shipowners made hay
while the sun was shining, but
there were others who enjoyed a
still more lucrative relationship
with the benevolent Maritime
Commission and who wrote up
fantastic gains. on their profit
sheets while seamen went down
with the heavily insured ships,
suffered  agonizing days and
weeks on life rafts, struggled
painfully back to home shores
maimed or nervous wrecks.

The Calmar Steamship Corpora-
Steel Corporation,
870,275, on December 31, 1938, by
December 31, 1942 showed on.its
books total assets of $10,073,408.
Its capital stock of $3,000,000 as

dends in 1939 of 15 percent, 30
percent in 1940, 45 percent in
1941, and 60 percent in 1942; and
still left on the books $670,303 of
earned surplus.

This pet of the Maritime Com-
mission, however, was far from
being the most pampered on the
list. American Export Lines, Inc.,
which is owned by the banking
house of Lehman Bros., on
December 31, 1938, showed total
assets of $9,667,078.54.. By -De-
cember 31, 1942, with the help of
the Maritime Commission, total
assets amounted to $43,437,451.-
68. Capital stock in this concern
amounted on December 31, 1938
to only $480,000. By l)ccember
31, 1942, however, the total
capital amounted to $31,119,147.-
75. This was after a fat mellon
of dividends had been carved up
for the common stock holders: 55
percent in 1938, 90 percent in
1939, 100 percent in 1940; 150
percent in 1941; 200 percent in
1942.

LYKES BROS.

Another outfit occupying a
warm spot in the generous heart
of the Maritime Commission was
Lykes Bros. Steamship Co. Inc.
Its *total assets of $6,288,527.82
as of December 31, 1938 by De-
cember 31, 1942, four years later,
had mushroomed to §49,092,033.-
92, an increase of almost 800 ‘per-
cent. With a capital stock of $3,-

of December 31, 1938 paid divi-

Seamen’s Bonus Is Cut
As Profits Skyrocket

500,000, the total capital by De-
cember 31, 1942 amounted to
$39,644,438.66. Declared dividends
amounted to 5 percent in 1939,
23.7 percent in 1940, 47.1 percent
in 1941, and 256 percent in 1942,

Of all the well-greased members
of the Maritime Commission’s
happy shipowner family, one of
the most favored in its handouts
of public funds was the Water-
man Steamship Corporation. On
December 31, 1938, this company
showed total assets of only $3.-
386,453.03. By December 31, 1942,
under the tender ministrations of
the Maritime QCommission, total
assets had expanded to $29,983;
503.22, an increase in four years
of almost 900 percent. With a
capital stock of $1,102,800 on De-
cember 31, 1938, total capital by
December 31, 1942, amounted to
$15,441,144.70. Dividends on pre
ferred stock ranged each year be-
tween 7 and 8-3/4 percent.- This
item, . however, was only an ap-
petizer in the stockholders’ ban-
quet, For the main dish, Water-
man paid holders of common stock
25 percent in 1938, 10 percent in
1939, 59 percent in 1940, 120 per-
cent in 1941, and 16.8 percent in
1942, The apparently modest
dividend of 1942 is explained by
the fact that on May 21, 1941,
this company presented its stocks
holders with a gift of 10 shares
of stock for one share of old
issue, so that the real figure to
be compared with previous figures
is not 16.8 percent but 168 per«
cent.

NOT SATISFIED

Commenting on the record of °
the American Export Lines, Sem
ator Aiken declarea: “If ability to
increase its assets 450 percent
during these years, and to pay
200 percent dividends on common
stock, indicates need of greater
profits, then I wonder what these
people would be satisfied with.”
The union-conscious seamap,
however, doesn't wonder. From
bitter experience he knows that
“these people” are never satisfied.
No matter how enormous the pro-
fits dumped by the Maritime
Commission into their trough,
they lift their snouts only to de-
mand still more. After all isn’t
this their war? Their demand to
heap profits still higher did not
fall on deaf ears. The Maritime
Commission obligingly ordered
another drastic slash in the bon-
uses of the men who sail the
ships, for it is well known that
a cut in wages is immediately re-
flected by an increase in profits,

NO ACTION

As for action against these
plunderers of public funds, neither
Congress nor the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration has lifted a finger.
Attorney General Biddle, who
mobilized the entire FBI- to
throw 18 unionists and leaders of
the Socialist Workers Party into
prison, suffers from a convenient
blind spot when he looks at the
tens of millions of dollars illegally
flowing into private bank ac-
counts. The politicians of the
capitalist class understand pre-
cisely the meaning of Roosevelt’s
war slogan, “Freedom from
Want.” They understand that the
shipowners and the Maritime
Commission have applied it con-
sistently to themselves and only
to themselves.

Stalinists Com

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—The
state conventions of both the De-
mocratic and Farmer-Labor par-
ties have been set for April 14,
at which time final steps are
scheduled to be taken to merge
the two organizations. The lead-
ers of the fusion movement, how-
ever, are already running up
against the sentiment of Minne-
sota workers and farmers for in-
dependent political action.

A discussion of the scheduled
fusion by AFL executives in a

plete Plans To

Scuitle Farmer-Labor Party

vocate and at one time a candidate
on the Farmer-Lubor ticket, filed
for governor with the statement
that “It has been a great disap-
pointment to see the efforts be-

meeting with the political com-
mittee of the Minneapolis Cen-
tral Labor Union, revealed that
official union sentiment is
against surrendering the Farm-
ar-Labor party as an indepen-
dent political organization and
dissolving into the Democratic
Party. The prevailing opinion of
che meeting was that the FLP
should strike out again as an in-
dependent force in Minnesota
politics.
The proposed merger has caused
the utmost confusion in the
ranks. At the biennial meeting
of the Farmer-Labor Women’'s
Federation of Minnesota, dele-
cates . tabled resolutions both
favoring and opposing the fu-
sion,
Further confusion has been
by the filing of individual mem-
bers of both parties for the of-
fice of governor. Fred Miller, a
| farmer and for many years the
-l editor of the St. Paul Union Ad-

thrown inte the fusion movement

ing made by alleged leaders of
the Farmer-Labor movement to
kill off the party and sell us
out to the Democrats”.
Although the officials of the
FLP are whole-heartedly sup-
porting the merger, it is ap-
parent that rank and file mem-
bers are either apathetic to the
idea or are opposed to it. The
present leadership of the Farmer
Labor party is largely under the
domination of Stalinists, and it is
these people who have fostered
the fusion movement from the
beginning for the purpose df
building up support for g fourth
term for Roosevelt. Even many
unionists who favor Roosevelt’s

Tre -election are against the mer-

ger.

The Farmer Labor Party is
only a shadow of its former self,
The present FLP leadership does
not represent either the trade
unions or the farmers of Minne-
sota. The idea of independent
political action, however, pio-
neered in: Minnesota,i is' still
deep-rooted. It is by no means
dead but only dormant. A re-
vival of the Farmer Labor party
based on the union movement or
the organization of a new labor
party would rally the workers
and farmers overnight to play.
a powerful independent role in

Minnesota politics.

el
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(Continued from page 1)
isn’t going to risk lesing his
major stronghold in an election
vear by seriously antagonizing
his Southern political machine.
~ But still the Bilbos aren’t tak-
ing any chances. He's been tour-
ing his native state exercising
his new snappers for all he's
worth, and getting in trim for
his coming act on the ‘“big-time”
Washmgten circuit. The poll tax
is a life-and-death political issue
with the Southern Bourbons, and
the plutocrats of Wall Street,
who use the Southern bloe to
spearhead every one of their anti-
labor drives.

SPECIAL SESSION

Just how seriously the South-
ern rich whites take the poll tax
issue is demonstrated by the un-
precedented action of the Mis-
sissippi Senate and Legislature
in holding a special joint meet-
ing to hear Bilbo rant through a
36 page speech rousing the weal-
thy landowners and capitalists
agamst the menace to the “color
line” contained in the “implica-
tions” of the anti-poll tax bill
and general “conditions existing
in Washington.”

Bilbo gave the howling Mis-
sissippi politicos a rip-roaring
dress rehearsal of the kind of
performance he intends to put
on under the “Big Top” in
- Washington. He started with a
blast against giving the resid-
ents of the Distriet of Columbia
the vote, because “the race si-
tuation has for some time been
tenee in Washmgton and “Ne-
groes already compose 36 to 40
per cent of the population of the
capital city and efforts are made
by their leaders to get as many
Negroes as possible on the Gov-
"ernment payroll.”

Why, raved Bilbo, if the people
of the District of Cclumhm were
given the franchlse “the a]leys
would outvote the avenues.” Bil-
bo lmews what that means, he-
cause he himself is kept in office
by a poll tax that permits cnly T
per cent of the population of
Mississippi to vote, thus enabling
the mansions to outvote the
shacks. :
COLOR LINE
'~ Warming up to his subject,
Bilbo hurled fire and brimstone
at Northerners who “may hght-
ly dismiss instances of social
equality practiced by them.” But
*this the South cannot do..... We
people of the South must draw
the color line tighter and tighter
and any white man or woman who
dares cross that color line should
be promptly and forever ostra-
cized.”

Then this midget-mind, who
wouldn’t have enough brain pow-
.er to get himself elected floor-
sweeper in any respectable or-
ganization of workers, expound-
ed a race doctrine such as a
Goebbels might dream of.

" “The superior ability of the
white race has been proved both
craniologically and by 6,000
years of planet-wide experimen-

| “Four Freedoms”
““When this war is over and the

tation..... If you do not accept

this, as true, then you brand .as
false both history and biology.
The white race is the custodian
of ‘the gospel of Jesus Christ...
Anyone who would in the name
of Christianity make us a Ne-
groid people betravs his religion
and his race.’

Thus spake Bilbo, in words as
phoney as his mail-order molars.
He even wants to put a “For
Whites Only” sign on the Pearly
gates.

“FOUR FREEDOMS”

Bilbo, who is all for the “war
for democracy,” gave a descrip-
tion of how he would a%ply the

after this war.

2,000,000 Negro soldlers whoee
minds have been filled and pois-

SENATOR BILBO

oned with . political and social
equality stuff return and hell
breaks out all over this country,
I think I'll get more help in sett-
hng the Negroes in Afr]ca. Are
our soldiers and sailors flghtmg
to save this nation or are they
fighting so that we may become
a mongrelized people,” cried this
degenerate political offspring of
Southern Bourbonism, with his
staring eyes of a maniac and a
hatural expression as though he
had been suckled on lemons.
Bilbo isn’t going to let himself
be “mongrelized”, not even if the
13,000,000 Negroes in this coun-
try, including the 2,000,000 fight-
ing his war for ‘“democracy,”

"have to be “voluntarily resettled”

in Africa, “their fatherland.”
And above all, the Negro:in the
South isn't going’ tp wvote, not
even if he, Bilbo, has to filibuster
against the anti-poll tax bill “for
18 months if necessary.” '

BACK3 ROOSEVELT

And then, as a pay-off, Bilbo
reaffirmed his support of Reose-
velt, urging Southern Demeerats
to continue to back Roosevelt
whatever they might think of
some of his “Yankee” associates.

This is the sort of poison gas
that will be sprayed all over the
Senate, ‘when the anti-poll tax
bill comes on the floor for open
dehate Last year, it went on

PIONEER PARAGRAPHS

“OUR PARTY ALONE DID NOT
BETRAY, DID NOT SELL OUT”

In this time, when the people
of the world, and the people of
America among them, needed
one thing more than anything
el;;e — to know the truth — they
were fed on lies. All those in
“public life, all the political par-
ties, all the preachers, priests'and
rabbis, the intellectnals who had
promised to instruct and educate
and inform the youth — they all
betrayed the people of Amerlea,
they sold them out and went over
to the camp of the liars and de-
ceivers. Our party alone did not
betray, did not sell ont. We Trot-
skyists told the' truth. That is
the reason, and the only reason,
we are on our way to prison.
We obeyed the first command-
ment in the decalogue of Trot-
skyism, which reads: “Thou
shalt not lie.”

We are not eriminals, as you
know, and as all of the others
know. We are not going to pris-
on for any fault or injury com-
mitted against ‘'unoffending peo-
ple. We didn’t kill, we didn't
steal, and we didn’t lie. On the
contrary, we have been just and
truthful. All the criminals are
on the other side. And all the
hms are on the other side, begin-
ning with the judge and prose-
cutor in Minneapolis and ending
with the highest court in the
land. That is where the crimi-
nals are. I say that those nine
black-gowned justicee of the Su-
preme Court in Washington are
just as criminal as any of them.
They are on a level with Roos-
evelt and Biddle who started the
prosecution and the lesser figures
¢ who carried it through. The au-

gust Court did not .pass judg-
ment upon us. They played the
ignominious role of Pontius Pi-
late who washed his hands.

The Supreme Court of the
United States, many of whom
were once members of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union — de-
mocrats, if you please, and. lib-
erals who frowned upon the
morality of t}ne Bolsheviks and
the Marxists — showed us what
their mcrahtg consists of. They
were not concerned if honest peo-
ple had been condemned. They
were not concerned if the treas-
yred Bill of Rights had been
trampled into the mire, They
didn’t see the act. They turned
away. They washed their hands.

I say they are all liars and
conspirators. They are all on the
side of the rich and the privi-
leged, and their actions, from be-
ginning to end, have been enhre-
ly consistent with this posrtmn
Everythmg, from the tlme when
Roosevelt gave Biddle instruc-
tions to start the prosecutions
against us} up to the trial, up to
the verdict and the cenden;patwn,
up to the sentencing in the Fed-
eral Court of Judge Joyce, up to
the Pontius Pjlate action of the
Supreme Court of the United
States, everythmg is cons:stent
everything is in order in the
camp of the liars, the friends of
the rich and the privileged.

(From “Why We Are in Pri-
son,” pages 9-10. Published 1944
by Pioneer Publishers; 56 pages,
10 cents; order from Pioneer Pub-
lishers, 116 Umvermty Place,

N.Y.3, N. Y.)

for days, while “liberal” Roose-'®
veltians and
refused to invoke the cloture
rules, which would have limited
debate to permit the bill to come
to a vote before it was killed by
adjournment. They didn’t want
to set an “undemocratic prece-
dent”, prefering to let a minority
gang of vicious and ignorant Ne-
gro-baiters and political lynch-
leaders monopolize the Senate
floor rather than give the feder-
al vote to 10,000,000 dlefr‘anehlz-
ed American citizens.

" The same farce can be-expect-
ed this year, possibly on a bigger
and more extravagant scale, in
view, of the inc¢reasing boldness
of react:on Roosevelt made the
record by another empty stat,e-
ment “deplormg the poll tax as
he did before. But he has al-
ready shown by his recent ye-
fusal to veto the 111famous Sol-
dier Vote Bill, “hlch dlsflanchls-
es the ten mll}llc_n. men and

| women in the armed forces, that
his opposition is purely platonic. |

BURLESQUE

The most reprehensible part in
this whole obscene burlesgue, as
in the past, will be played by the
pro-Roosevelt labor and liberal
leaders. They will try to repre-

|'sent' the pollf tax farce in Con-

gress as a serious drama, with
Rogsevelt as the whitehaired
hero and the “Tory bloc” as the
deep-dyed * ul]ame, who unlike
those in the movies, always man-
age to come out on top.

" The disfranchised millions of

the poll-tax Southern states will
never win the right to vote as
long as labor depends on.a cap-
italist politician like Roosevelt
and his machine, which is com-
pletely dependent for its strength
on the “Solid South”, to conduct
the battle. The “Solid South” of
Jim Crow politicians, elected to
power exclusively by the pro-
pertied class, is the very spear-
head of Roosevelt’s and Wall
Street’s onslaught against labor,
those who have put over the le-
gislative sanction of the wage
freeze, and the anti-strike law,
and who are the most energetic
advocates of Roosevelt’s forced
labor draft.

It is up to the nation-wide in-
dependent pclmcal ergamzat}en
of lahor in'its own party, fa\ght-’
mg for political power against
the whole ravenous anti-labor
pack in the government, and the
mjlitant mass pressure of the or-
ganized working class, to wipe
out the poll tax and pave the
way for the political and ‘economic
emancipation of the impoverish-
ed masses of the South.

Southern
Bourbons Defy
Court Ruling

(Centinued from page 1)

tainly a concession when viewed
in the light of the-fact that less
than 10 per cent of all the people
in the poll-tax states are permit-
ted to voie. Yet even this con-
cession, we can be sure, was not
dictated by social enlightenment
or genuine concern for the Ne-
gro's rights. Partly it reflects an
administration attempt to offset
the anticipated Republican grand-
stand play for the Negro vote.
But even more, this ruling was
dictated under compulsion of the
growing organized power of the
Negro people and the militant la-
bor movement of the North. Dur-
ing this “war for democracy” the
Negro people have been mobiliz-
ing their forces and demanding,
with inereasing urgency, their
full democratic rights here and
now.

Hundreds of thousands of Negro
workers have joined the unions
and together with the white work-
ers are fighting for economic and
social equality. The rise of such
organizations as the March-On-
Washington Movement directly
reflects the increasing desire of
the Negr® masses for a hold and
independent program of struggle
against discrimination and segre-
gation. The pussyfooting and ser-
vile Unecle Toms are being scorned.
The Negro everywhere, in the
armed forces and in cwlllan life,
is expressmg his dlssatlsfaetlon

nd untest more and more openly.
i‘t‘ challenging assertion is
current and wide-spread: “We're
not takmg it lying down. any-
niQrE."

Moreover, the Negro is acquir-
ing a realization that he will not
win his freedom by “favors” from
the white capitalists, politicians
or judges. More and more he is
becoming aware that a govern-
ment which refuses to pass the
anti-lynch and anti-Poll Tax hills,
that utilizes the Southern poll-tax
Congressmen to spearhead its anti-
labor drives, that enforces a vici

ous Jim Crow in the armed forcee
— such a government will never

Republicans alike |’

cost- plus price baals

the like.

ciation allo“anees But even

mination or post- war reserye

to big taxpayers who promise,

subsidies, tariffs, land grants

—or maybe buy a car?

ilbo Gets In Trim To Lead Senate
er Against Anti-Poll T ax Bill

The ‘Gimme Boys’ and War Profits

After the fall of France in 1940, wlien the President and
Congress laid down a program for arming the nation, Big
Busmess was asked to get busy. But Big Business went on a
strike and ‘would not start the necessary wayr industries until
Congress granted it the right of amortizing its defense invest-
ments in five years—writing them off by keeping enough prof-
its free of taxation to pay for them.
will own the war plants, scot free, and will have paid for them
out of earnings made by selling its stuff to Uncle Sam on a

By 1946 Big Business

On those terms one might have thonght that private
money weulc] have been enough to finange war indpstry—but
it didn’t work out that way, for Uncle Sam himself had to put
up 15 hillions of the 27.5 h]lllons of capx{,el that went into
the new factories, shipyards, power dams, avletlcn fields and

Meanwhile, Big. Business corporations have plowed back
billions® into their capital funds through their ordmary depre-

that isn’t enough. They now

want addltlenal money reserves for post-war 1equnements,
" money to reconvert plants to peacetlme uses.
The new tax bilk is bemg written to take care of the
fgimme boys” again, Thls p‘lan, says one senater ‘means that
“any taxpayer, individual or corporate, who expecps a ter-

reqwrement may, in his own -

discretion, set up a reserve of whatever amount he thinks he
will need, as long as it ‘does not exceed 20 percent of his nor-
mal taxable net income. He may, in that event, claim a credit
against his normal tiet taxable mccme, his surtax net income
and”his "excess profits tax net income in the amount cf the
reserve which he decides upon within the 20 percent limijt.”

The idea is to enable the Big qumees taxpayer to spread
his huge war-lime income after the war to cover any extra
expenses caused by the end of the war, and by the pecessity of
changing over to peacetlme mdust}'y

Thls amounts, in effect to an advance or subsidy by Uncle
Sam to the capltahst long before he actually needs the money.
Under the old rules of the: business game, a capitalist negding
money went to the bankez for it, or sold stocks or bonds to the
public. The new plan 6f post- war reserves is much nicer. It is
not tax-dodging. It is just a specml favor from Uncle Sam

in effect, to put some of thelr

war profits to work after the war.,
Uncle Sam is mighty nice to some of his nephews and
nieces. Some of his little boys and girls have been gettmg

and other tips for 150 years.

Others have been left out. How about allowing a workingman
income tax payer fo set up a post-war reserve to build a house

(Reprinted from the Feb. 1 United Mine Workers Journal,
official publication of the United Mme Workers of America,)

With The

By John G. Wright

On April 4, the N. Y. Times
featured on the front page the
story of the resignation of Krav-
chenko, a Stalinist functionary
attached to the Soviet purchas-
ing commission- in 'the U. S. for
the last seven months, In break-
ing with the Kremlin, Krav-
chenko comes forward as a be-
lated convert to capitalism and
capitalist “democracy.” He
parts company with Stalin’s re-
gime not for its betrayal of the
proletarian revolution but for

| its “double-faced” policy to-

ward the Anglo-American im-
perialists. Kravchenko alsg as-
sails the Kremlin for its failure
to grant at home “political and
social reforms chcnshed by the
Russian people.”

Deserters from the'camp of
Stalinism to that of capitalism
are neither a new nor unexpected
occurrence. Kravchenko is only
the latest in the ranks of former
foreign representatives of the
Kremlin who refused to return to
Moscow. For example, in 1930,
during the crltlcal period of the
first Five Year Plan protinent
agents of the GPU like Agabekov,
in charge of the Middle East area,
and ‘diplomats like Bessedovsky
broke with Stalin. These gentle-
men believed at the time that they
were leaving a sinking ship. An-
other wave of Stalinist desertions
to capitalism coincided with the
period of the greatest economie
successes in the Soviet Union

.which marked at the same time |

the most acute internal ecrisis of
Stalinism. This was the period of
the infamous Moscow trials and
the monstrous blood purges. While
Stalin was murdering .the entire
generation that made the October
revolution, it was revealed that
the Kremlin had in its ranks
outright Fascists like Butenko
who took the occasion at the time
to openly embrace Mussolini.

willingly defend the Negro and
his right to political, social and
economic equality. Nor will that
government, which finds one of
its main props in the Southern
ruling class, seriously enforce
any law upholding Negro rights.
The Negro people in alliance
with the labor movement must
make use of the latest Supreme
Court ‘ruling to push the fight
against Jim Crow more aggress-
ively.
Only the Negro masses them-

selves,  standing shoulder to
shoulder with the organized
white worlkers in independent
mass struggle, will prevail
against the Southern slave
masters.

Kravchenko’s Break

Kremlin .

Kravchenko belongs to the
netv generation of the Stalinist
bureaucracy From his biography
it is clear that he knows no
school other than Stalinism. He
became 3 member of the Russian
party in 1929, that is, at the
beginning of thc first Flve Year
Plan. This period likewise marked
Stalin’s undlsputed ascendancy in
the Soviet Union, Kravchenko
survived every one of the in-
terminable purges that marked
the succeeding years, including
the vast purges of 1935-1938.
More ‘than this, since he occupied
:mpcrtant posts in Moscow plants,
he must have participated himself
in the purges. In any case, he
managed to live up to the strictest
requirements of the GPU. His
holding a captain’s rank in the
army and his assignment abroad
further testify to his good stand-
ing as a 100 percent Stalinist.
None but the most trustworthy
is permltted to leave the Soviet
Union.

An individual like Kravehenko
is a living proof of the instahility
of the Stalinist bmeaucracy as
well as the existence of a capital-
1st wing in the bureauciacy We
Tlctskylsts have consistently
warned against this danger. The
theses adopted at the Founding
Conference of the Fourth Intema-
tional explamed that the re resen-
tatives of this wing “consncﬁer, not
without reason, that the new
ruling layer can insure their posi-
tions of privilege only through
rejection of nationalization, col-
lectwmatxon and monopoly of
foreign trade in the name of the
assimilation of ‘Western civiliza-
tion,’ i.e., capitalism.”

The elements of capitalist
vestoration in the USSR have
grown uninterruptedly. 'I‘hey were
greatly strengthened by the Mos-
cow frameups and the purges.
Stalin’s wartime policies have
acted to strengthen them still
further,

At the same time the im-
patience of 1nd1v1duals like Krav-
chenko serves to underscore the
fact that the capitalist counter-
revolution has by no means con-
quered in the USSR.

All great social issues are
decided only ‘i the struggle of

the basic classes. And that is how,

the fate of the Soviet Union will
be decided. In the great decisive
battles that lie ahead it will be
fully revealed that the Stalinist
bureaucracy does not represent a
“new class” or a new social
system but an episodic mallgnant

formation whose role has been

to undermlne the workers’ state
founded by the Russian revolution
and to give sustenance to the
farces of the cap:tahst counter-
revolution,

| the- year

Rising Scale Of Wages
Is Answer To Inflation

By C. Thomas

In April 1942, two years ago
this month, William Green, pre-
sp{lent of the AFL made public
a memorandum which he sub-
mltted to 'the Recsevelt Admin-
istration on behalf of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor. In
dealing with the question of the
widening gap between wages and
the rise in the cost of living, the
memorandum pointed out that:

“(1) During thespast year the

| cost of living, as reported by the

Burean of Labor Statistics, has
risen at least 12 percent; in most.
war p'mduct:cn centers the “in-
crease has been far greater. In
single war mdustry towns the

| prevalent rise in the cost of

living has 1an§ed betwesn 15 and
20 percent and in 1nd1v1dnal com-
munities ‘it has been far greater.
This ‘situation which is spelling
disaster to war workers has re-
sulted fmm the failure of ths
Office of Price Administration
to enforce effectively and vigor-
ously .price ceilings on consumer
goods and to institute fair and
democratic rationing.

“(2) There is incontrovertible
ev1dence that the unflatwnar\r
rise in prices and inereases in
the cost of hvmg have not been
cauised by wage increases. For a
period of a year there have been
no general or sybstantial wage
increases in any basic manufae-
turing industry engaged in war
production. This, considered to-
gether with the fact that wage
costs have remained stable in the
increasing war production, prov-
es conclusively that rising prices
and ‘increasing cost of living
have not been brought about by
the cost of wages. During the
past year real wages have de-
creased because of the rise in
living: costs with the result that
workers have suffered from wage
cuts during that time.

“(3) In the absence of an inte-
grated and decisive tax program
corporate profits, even after tax-
es, have shown a tremendous riss
during 1941.” (AFL Weekly News
Service, April 21, 1942).

IRREFUTABLE FACTS  °

The facts presented in this me=
morandum could not be refuted.
Every worker was aware that
his real wages had decreased be-
cause of the sharp rise in the
cost of living. It was also no
secret that corporate profits in
1941 had ‘soared to
record heiglits, These conditions
stirred the discontent of the
workers and gave rise to wide-
spread demands for wage in-
creases to meet the rising. cost
of living. It was the pressure
from the ranks which prompted
the AFL to present its memp-
randum and prompted the CIO
to make similar representations.
Rooeevelt announced his “7-point
economic stabihzatlen program”
on A r|] 27, 1942 in an attempt to
befuddle the labor rank and. file
and allay their growing discon-

tentment.
Roosevelt presented his 7-point
program as one ‘“indivisible”

whole. The “program” centamed
three key points: Point 1—Per-
sonal and corporate profits to
be kept at a low level through
heavy taxes and a $25,000 limit
on all incomes after taxes. Pelnt
2—Fixed ceilings on prices and
rents (cost of living to be stabilj-
zed). Point 3—Stabilization of
wages at existing levels. In.his
message to Congress ‘accompa-
nying his proppsal Ropsevelt pro-
claimed: “In respect to, the third
ltem, seeking to stabilize remu-
neration for work, leglslatlon is
not required upder present cir-
cumstances. I believe that sta-
hlllzmg the cost of lwmg will
mean that wages ine generel can
and should be kept at existing
scales.” Whereupon, Congress
proceeded to scuttle all the im-
portant points of the “indivisi-
bIe” 7-point program.

FREEZES WAGES

Roosevelt then blandly proceed-
ed to freeze wages as if the “7-
point program” had been carried
qut! This was the sleight-of-
hand employed to }ustlfy the War
Labor Board’'s imposing the
Little Steel formula which limit-
ed wage increases to an estim-

| ated 15 percent rise in the cost

ct' living for the period from
January 1941 to May 1942. As
its premise for establishing the
wage freeze, the WLB advanced
the arbitrary contention that:
“The board acts on the assump-
tion that prices and living costs
are now stabilized under the
President’s 7-point program.”
‘While .the WLB continued to
enforee the wage freeze “on the
assumption” that Roosevelt had
stabilized the cost of living, the
flood of corporate profits, in-
come, prices and rents, thawed
out by Congress flow merrily
onward. Appearing last month
before the Senate’s Banking and
Currency Committee, Chester
Bowles, head of the OPA, testi-
fied that: “Earnings of corpo-
rations, after taxes were deduc-
ted, were the hxghest last year
ever attamed by American Busi-

-

Of Carlo Tresca

ness.” In the two years that have
elapsed since Roosevelt promised
to stabilize the cost of living the
inflationary curve has continued
a steady upward spiral. Rogse-
velt’s “indivisible 7-point stabili-
zation program™ has never been
anything but a one-point wage
freezing device!

LABOR REPORT

The recent report submitted
by a joint committee of the C10
and AFL proved that the cost of
living has gone up 43.5 percent
since January 1941 or 28.5 per-
cent above the 15 percent estab-
lished by the WLB under the

No Effort Made To
Track Killers

Danton Walker wrote in his
column in the New York Daily
News on March 24: “The long-
etpected break in the Tresca
murder case is just arcund the
corner.” But the corner has not
yet been reached.

Although 15 months have el-
apsed since the Tresea murder
no real effort has yet heen madg
by the police department to track
down the killers.

Only two persons are known to
have been held by the police in
this case at any time, both as

“‘material witnesses.” One was
Carm]ne Ga]ente, ex-convict,

CARLO TRESCA

e T —

picked up as a suspect two days
after the killing with the explan-
ation that, two hours before Tre-
sca was shot he was seen getting
into a sedan found abandoned
the same night a few blocks from
the ‘crime scene. After being held
in the Tombs for months on high
bail, Galente was returned to Sing
Sing prison_as a parole violgtor.
The other “material witness”
was Frank Nuccie, “small-time
racketeer” and “petty bootlég-
ger,” taken into custody last Sep-
fember and at first held on $25,-
000 bail, but freed in November
on a $5 000 bond. According to
the New York daily press, Nuc-
cio was found by the police to
have béen the lessee or owner
of the garage in which the “mur-
der car” was kept up to the
night Carlo Tresea was slain. -
Danton Walker in an earlier
column stated that “Governor
Dewey will soon get an interest-
ing report on why the Carlo Tre-
sca case has never been broken.”
But nothing has since been
heard of on that score. And since
the release of Nuccio on bail vir-
tually ncthmg has appeared in
the New York press on the Tre-
sca case.
Can it be that the anthgrities
would just like to quietly forget
the Tresca Case?

Little  Steel formula. Neither
Roosevelt nor his WLB agents
have the temerity to attribute
this advance in the cost of living
to wages — which have been
frozen tight by executive decree.
Today, Roosevelt has the nerve
to try to duck responsibility for
this situation by passing’ the
buck to Congress. Roosevelt, who
on April 27, 1942 proclaimed
that for this situation “leg-
islation not required” to
freeze wages at existing lev-
els, now declares that “wage
stabilization is a matter for Con-
gress and not the Chief Execu-
tive.” The WLB, which has been
enforeing the wage freeze for
two years ‘“on the assumption”
that Roosevelt’s 7-point “indi-
visible” program had stabilized
prices and living costs, places
ditto marks under that ecynical
declaration.

The American ~workers have

is

| been cruelly deceived by Roose-

velt. They have been led into
abandoning. their independent

struggle to keep wages abreast

of the advancing cost of living
by depending on “labor’s friend”
in the White House to protect
thcn interests. Of course, this
deception weuld never have suc-
ceeded, except for the treachery
of the labor bureaucrats who
steered the workers into the ad-
ministration’s wage fleezmg
trap. The whole “stabilization”
question is again coming to a
head today, climaxed by the de-
mand of the steel workers for
wage increases.

CLING TO ROOSEVELT

The labor bureaucrats continue
to cling to Roosevelt, mark time,
and wait to see what congress
does. This course will bring
labor only disaster. Organized
labor must formulate its own
wage policy and carry on an in-
dependent struggle for its reali-’
zation. The entire labor move-
ment is tied down by the wage
freeze in the face of the inexo-
rable rise in living costs. Néither
Congress mor Roosevelt have
shown the slightest inelination to
vield to the wage demands of
labor. Pleas, memorandums, re-
solutions, statistics, have no ef-
fect on these gentry. They will
sit up and take notice only when
they are convinced that the
workers mean business. The first
step in preparation for a se-
rious struggle for wages must
be the calling of a nation-wide
conference to which all bona-fide
labor unions, regardless'of affi-
liation, are invited to participate.
Such a conference can formulate
a program of ACTION based
upon a realistic wage poliey
which is simple, effective, easily
understood and which will enlist
the support of the overwhelming
majority of the workers. Under
conditions of war time inflation
of prices, the only effective wage
program is the ‘demand for an
escalator clause in all union con-
tracts: a rising scale of wages
to meet the rising cost of living.
For each increase in the cost of
living—a corresponding increase
in wages. Substitute labor’s
“escalator clause” for Roose-
velt’s “Little Steel” formula! For
the American workers, that is
the road ont of the wilderness of

capitalist inflation.

READ
‘THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL’

10 Years Ago
In The Militant

APRIL 14, 1934

MINNEAPOLIS—10,000

unemployed

workers surrounded the

Minneapqlis Court House to protest the starvation program
of Federal “relief” .on April 7. The Militant carried a full
report of the city’s earlier refusals to hear demands presented
by 23 elected delegates of the United Relief Workers Associa-
tion for “40 percent increase in relief; no discriminations; no
Relief Works Administration or other forced labor schemes;

workers.’

3 immediate relief for all dismissed Civil Works Administration
* The orderly demonstration of the workers was soon

interrupted by the police who “began to push through the

crowd.

. Suddenly a shower of tear gas bombs came sailing

down frcm the courthouse windows.” With bare hands, the
workers threw the hot bombs back into the ranks of thé cops.
The committee of 23 which had won all its demands from the
frightened city éouncil, while the struggle went on outside, was
arrested -as it left the building. !

NEW YORK—The Militant announced that James P. Cannon was

i to deliver his first.of a series of-lectures on “War and the 4th
Internationa]” on April 22 at Irving Plaza. “War,” the an-

nouncement stated,

“is the primary touch-stone of a revolu-

tionary party. The Second International was put to test in
the World War and it revealed its complete bankruptey. The
po]:mee of the Third International, in combating the danger
of war through the so- cal]ed antiwar congresses, in whlch it

reveal that there is nethlng to be expected from this quartel.'
in the fight against the impending war.”
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To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the
waorld proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perislism and of interna)

counter-revolution, 'is the
most important duty of
ever y class-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR: '
1.

by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers. _

Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere. '
Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
_operation under workers’ control.

A rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions. )

A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern-
ment. .
The defense of the Soviet Union
against imperialist attack.

_

The WLB Hearings

The Murrays and Greens are running a two-ring
circus down in Washington. These hot-air artists
are making a farce out of labor’s struggle against
the Little Steel formula. _

All of last week, a battery of ClO statisticians,
research directors and what not, led by Philip Mur-
ray himself, engaged in verbal fireworks to prove
that the steel workers are entitled to wage increases
of 17 cents an hour, This week the AFL trotted
out its statistical big guns to lay down another bar-
rage against the Little Steel formula, before a dif-

ferent panel of the WLB. The fact that the WLB

has publicly announced that it has no powers to
revise the Little Steel formula, that it is merely
an agency to enforce the wage Treeze, did not deter
these “labor statesmen” from continuing with the
gabfest. The steel barons.must certainly be quak-
ing in their boots before this statistical onslaught;
especially after Murray thundered: “1 do not came
before the Board for the purpose of wielding a
stick or threatening a strike.” :

Roosevelt is so contemptuous of his labor lack-
eys, he is so certain that regardless of what anti-
labor action he takes, he will retain the loyal ser-

Military training of workers, financed

Full equality for Negroes in the armed

.

vices of these pigmies, that he had his four lieu- -

tenants, Davis, Jones, Vinson and Bowles release.

+ a statement, right while the WLB “talking shop”
was in progress, that the Little Steel formula was
OK, that everybody’s “pocketbooks are bulging
with money” and that the wage freeze must be con-
tinued. :

As a matter of fact, the gabfest put on by the
Murrays and Greens dovetails perfectly with
Roosevelt’s own plans. His whole strategy is to stall
and delay, until the relationship of forces, he hopes,
changes sharply in labor’s disfavor. Business Week,
authoritative voice of Big Business, pointed out:
“President Roosevelt is counting on the coming
invasion. . . His strategy is to stall home-front
issues in the hope that the exaltation, anxiety and
griel of decisive battle will make ‘win the war’ a
completely effective answer to the clamor for re-
laxation ol (wage) controls.”

Roosevelt’s labor lieutenants continue to perform
their stooge roles like trained seals. As the pro-
jected invasion draws closer, Roosevelt is becom-
ing more bold and outspoken against any relaxation
of the wage freeze. When the realization sinks
home to the steel workers and their brothers in
auto and rubber, that the WLB does not intend
to permit any wage increases, the labor bureau-’

crats’ sham “battle of statistics” will give way to
the real battle of the workers to smash once and
for all the vicious Little Steel formula. .

The labor bureaucrats have shown their hand;
they have made it clear that they do not intend.
to fight. It is now up to the rank and file to force
these bureaucrats into action. Every local union,
especially in the steel industry, should raise the de-
mand for the calling of an immediate conference
of ALL bona-fide unions, to map out a program
of independent labor action to smash the Little
Steel formula and defend the living standards of the
working class. -

Forced Labor

For a number of weeks the capitalist press has
carried scare stories in banner headlines of dras-
tic orders by Selective Service to draft all men
between the-ages of 18 and 26, no ‘matter what
the effect on”war productipn. From the national
headquarters of Selective Service has come a stream
of daily communiques, contradictory directives and
hysterical pronouncements. At the same time, the

.

House Military Affairs subcommittee on the draft, -

has contributed its share to whip up a campaign to
convince the people that an acute manpower short-
age existed which requires drastic forced labor
legislation.

" As in the initial campaign to regiment the Amer-
ican people under a universal forced labor draft,
logic, reason, argument, facts, have nothing to do
with the matter. The sole justification that emerg-
es from the welter of confusion surréunding the
demand for labor conscription; is that the brass
hats “want it” and if they want it, “who are we
to object.” That is precisely the position that Paul
V. McNutt, head of the War Manpower Commis-
sion, arrived at after testifying that there was no
manpower shortage or any other valid reason for
imposing a labor draft.

Under cover of this spurious manpower short-
age and the campaign of hysteria whipped up
around it, the proponents, of the Austin-Wads-
worth national service act, are putting on the pres-
sure to break down labor’s resistance to forced la-
bor. Senator Austin announces that conferences
have been held with top union leaders looking to-
ward a compromise on his measure. The top labor
leaders have remained silent on the nature of the
conferences, and have thus far failed to speak out
publicly against the so=called modified version of
labor conscription. There is“real danger that the
labor bureaucrats are cooking up a rotten “com-

‘promise” .agreement on the labor draft. Every lo-

cal union has the duty to adopt resolutions de-
manding that Murray and Green speak up right
now against any and every form of labor.conscrip-
tion! There can be no compromise on the question
of slave labor! ' :

No-Strike Pledge

Meeting in Miami, Florida last January, the fos-
silized ekecutive council of the American Feder-
ation of Labor, in reaffirming their no-strike pledge,
declared that, “we have. decided that no matter
what the character of the grievance, no matter
how feelings have been stirred nor what the ag-
gravations are, there can be no justification for
strikes or local stoppages.” This abject -policy of
non-resistance to the violent attacks upon organ-
ized labor by the employers and their political
agents in Washington has also been whole hearted-
ly embraced by the spineless bureaucrats in the
leadership of the: ClQ. The conversion of the la-
bor bureaucrats to the phl'losophy of “non-resist-
ance” in the face of corporation and government at-
tack entitles the AFL and ClO top leaders to a
historic niche alongside of Mahatma Ghandi, whose
gospel of “non-resistance to violence” has served
to keep the Indian masses in subjection to British
Imperialism, '

But the American workers, particularly those
union militants who pounded the pavements
picket lines through many a bitter struggle to build
their unions, were never much impressed with the
philosophy of non-resistance. They are coming to
realize that the unconditional no-strike pledge,
foisted on the unions by the top bureaucrats, has
disarmed labor in the face of wage and job freezing
by the government and open provocation and vio-
lation of union contracts by the corporations. To-
day, there is a growing sentiment in important sec-
tions of the labor movement to rescind the no-
strike pledge. \

The powerful Briggs Local of the CIO Auto
Workers Union has voted unanimously to request
the International Executive Board to call a special
convention for this purpose and has sent letters to

all other UAW locals asking them to follow Briggs’ -

example. The action of the Briggs local comes on
the heels of a call sent out by the Aircraft Unit of
Ford Local 600, for a conference of all UAW lo-
cals in the Detroit, area, to demand a special con-
vention to rescind the no-strike pledge. The mili-
tants in the UAW are especially incensed at the
conduct of their top officials who have used the
no-strike pledge as a pretext for joining with the
corporations in cracking down on those militants
who resist company provocation.

As a matter of fact, the union bureaucrats prac-
tice the doctrine of “non-resistance” only 50 per-
cent of the way. They practice non-resistance to-
wards the corporations and their political agents in
the government. But towards their own member-
ship, they employ violent methods of bureaucratic
repression. The fight to rescind the no-strike pledge
is thus intimately bound up with the struggle for
internal union democracy. It deserves the support
of every militant union member, of every genuine
labor progressive.

Editor:

]
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Militant Action

That militant action is still the’
best and most effective way to
settle major grievances was again
demonstrated in the Plant No. 4
of the Mack Manufacturing Cor-
poration’s Allentown assembly
plant when 1,000 unionists walked
out of the plant at noontime on
March 21.

The management had an agree-

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant.
are welcome on amy subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your
name and address. Indicate if you do mot want your mame printed. — Editor.

me.”

A few lines from a song, free-
ly translated: “The rich man
I saw, but his riches, at the call
of death, disappeared, and the
‘angel’ who opened the books, no
sign of his grandsur found
there.” 1 can see in my mind’s
eye, the workers of the world,
down through the ages, with vis-
ible 'and invisible chains, genera-
tion after generation. (driven
with the slave whip, threatened
with harsh words, mocked with

ment with the union that the men
in Plant 4 could stop work at 54
minutes before quitting time to
get ready to go home. However
the plant supervisor interpreted
this agreement as merely allow-
ing the men to put their tools
away and stand at their positions
until the whistle blew, and then
only were they allowed to :wash
‘their hands and change. clothes.
When 5 men were laid off for 3
days for violations of the rules
and the management could not be

to have these men reinstated im-
mediately, the walkout occurred,
shutting Plant 4 down tight.

It took the management two
hours then to get in touch with
the union and agree to take back
immediately the laid-off’ workers
and pay them for lost time, clar-
ify the agreement on the five-
minute allowance and . extend
the five minute period to all shops
covering 3000 employers. Th‘,e‘.?nen
returned to work the following
day, smiling and happy with the
feeling that again they had gain-
ed g victory through united mili-
tant action. They wonder why
Murray, Thomas, Addes and Co.
cannot realize that that .is the
way to get results, and why they
are forbidden to wuse similar
means to force a WLB decision
on classification that has hbeen
hanging with the WLB .since
April 7,1943. They feel that these
leaders have sold them down the
river.

J. H.

Allentown

Freedom from Want
Editor:

“Freedom from Want,” to all
neoples of the world? This is
what we fight for. O. K. - How
can we then permit colored Amer-
icans to live without adequate
housing ? 1 have read somewhere,
that “there are only four types of
blood; no raeces.” I don’t know,
as I am not a biologist.

However, all human beings
must have a chance to live as hu-
man beings.

The workers created the wealth
in the world, and therefore have
the first right to all of it, regard-
less of color. We can use the
Bible too, if we choose, and say,
“inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto

CHINA

China, despite the just war it
is waging against imperialist Ja-
pan, remains, under Kuomintang
domination, a country from which
little real. news of internal
affairs emanates to the outside
world. Chungking is regarded by
press correspondents as one of
the least desirable assignments
because of the rigid censorship
of Chiang Kai-shek’s government.
This censorship was the cause of
a heated exchange between cor-
respondents and the Chinese
Minister of Information on
March 30. The former complain-
ed that they were being prevent-
ed from giving a true picture of
China’s internal situation and
were especially ecritical of the
Chinese authorities for preven-
ting them from visiting "™ the
Eighth army-dominated areas in
the northwest. §

The reactionary rulers of China
have very good reasons for
wanting to keep the so-called
“Red Districts” sealed off from
the rest of the world, because in
all important respects they com-
pare more than favorably with
the 1e¢st of China. In these dis-
tricts the burdens of landlord
parasitism have been -lightened,
taxation has been eased, educa-
tional facilities extended and im-
proved, cooperatives established,
and some social services insti-
tuted.

In the China of Chiang Kai-
shek, the conditions of the mas-
ses go continually from bad to
worse. Runaway inflation has
reduced the Chinese dollar to the

contacted the following morning |

{ government assesses as his tax

good words, promised heaven
after death, if they are “true”
to the' masters, and hell if they
dare to talk, or lie down on the
job). Sick or well, they have
been producing wealth for the
“upper class.” And to keep that
damnable system up, we go to
war, and with the blessing of
those who claim to represent
God.

M. M.
5 A Minneapolis

EORUM
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tion Committee under the chair-
manship of E. T. Weir, die-hard
anti-labor employer.” '
The Information Committee is
thriving. Fulton Lewis and Lo-
well Thomas broadcast its views.
Weekly news services go to 10,000
of the 138,000 newspapers in the
country, and to corporation pa-
pers given to employes; 2 mil-
lion booklets were distributed to
high schools in 1943; lecturers
tour the country; there’s even a
comic strip, Uncle Abner Says,
for children! As a final touch,
corporations producing only gov-
ernment -equipment are using
newspaper and magazine adver-
tising space to spread the cam-
paign, and deducting the cost
from their taxes!

“Add this all together,” the
Council report concluded, “and it
makes a propaganda machine
whose extent and power might
well make Goebbels green with
envy.” )

E. C.

Free Enterprise

Editor:

. The . United Christian Council
for Democracy which met late in
March .charged that the real pur-
pose behind the current ballyhoo
aboout free enterprise is “to
lower the taxes of corporations
and raise them for ordinary peo-
ple; the destruction or weaken-
ing of labor unions; and the
slaughter of every government
agency that seeks to curb the
rapacity of business men.”

The Council is composed of un-
official church organizations in-
sluding several Protestant deno-
minations. Its members are not
opposed to capitalism, but only
so such openly reactionary sec-
tions as the National Association
of Manufacturers. The meeting

Brotherhoods.

corporations
and General Motors.

heavy advertisers.”

labor, the Council pointed out.
“The Mulhall congressional in-

volumes how the NAM corrupted
and intimidated members of

Congress . . . It ran a big drive
after the last war to bring back
the open shop . . . it tried to
stop New Deal legislation . . ,
in 1937 it created the Informa-

an American cent since 1937,
when'it had a value of about 30
cents. Average prices are more
than 200 times greater than they
were six years ago and in the
case- of some manufactured art-
icles prices are up 5H00 times.
And prices are still mounting at
the rate of 10 percent per month.
Because of the instability of the
currency, the government collects
taxes from the peasants in kind.
While the peasant must yield up
whatever part of his crop the

(and this is rarely less than 50
percent of the harvest), the
government markets surpluses
(grains, ete. left over after feed-
ing the troops) at prevailing
market prices.

Not only the peasants (who
form more than 80 percent of the
population), but the workers in
industry, school teachers, minor
officials with small fixed sala-
ries, and hordes of small shop-
keepers are suffering from the
inflation. Malnutrition and real
starvation stalk the land from
end to end. The worse things
become, the more repressive are
the policies of the ruling clique.
The prisons of Kuomintang Chi-
na are crowded with real or po-
tential leaders of the harrassed
masses. There exists not the
faintest semblance of any demo-
cratic liberties. )

Little wonder that the rotten
regime of Chiang tries to kesp
the facts from the rest of the
world and to prevent correspon-
dents making comparisons be-
tween Kuomintang China and
the “Red Districts”. Powerless

was reportad in detail by Labor,
weekly paper of the Railroad

According to the Council, the
present campaign is directed by
the National Industrial Informa-
tion Committee subsidiary of the
NAM supported by 4,300 large
including duPont
It has set
up a slush fund of $1,300,000 for
the campaign, “but much more
is available, including the free
newspaper space and radio time
it gets because its members are

The NAM was organized in
1903, mainly to fight organized

vestigation of 1913 reported in 60

Washington, D, C.
]

Italian Communists

Editor:

An Italian correspondent from
Naples reports in the March 11
issue of La Parola, Italian paper
published in New York, that a
new party has just been organized
in Naples.

After discussing the general
political situation, he reports the
following on what he calls the
“dissident communists:”

“At the other extreme has re-
cently come to light a newspaper
which calls itself Bandiera Rossa
(Red Flag) and carried on the
right hand of the front page the
slogan of Karl Marx, ‘Revolution
i the locomotive of history.

“Bandiera Rossa declared it-
self the organ of the ‘Partito So-
cialista Rivoluzionario Italiano,
the Revolutionary Socialist Party
of Italy. Bandiera Rossa inform-
ed us that its center is at No. 12
Vico Papa, Naples. The following
are members of the Central Com-
mittee: Armando Puglia, Giusto
Cimmino, Vincenzo Matecela and
Ugo Margiatta.” >

tinues: “Who are the members
of the P. S. R. 1.? The Stalinist
Communists label them as Trot-
skyists, others as Maximalists,
and others as Bordigists. In real-
ity they.reveal themselves by their
statements to be indefinable. We
shall see what they ean do.”

The same paper carries an item
on March 18th that L'Avanti,
the Socialist Party publication,
is beginning to perturb many of
the old socialists, because it pub-
lishes Lenin’s slogans and is plan-
ning the publication of Lenin’s
works.

‘ R. C.
Detroit

International Notes

own territory, Chiang continues
to plot the destruction of those
districts because, despite the
political =~ subservience of the
Stalinists, the “Red districts” are
a challenge to landlord-capitalist
rule in the rest of the country.

ITALY AND SICILY

Charles Poletti, former New
York™ governor and now . Allied
civil administrator of “liberated”
Sicily and southern Italy, is find-
ing his new bailiwick a very un-
comfortable one, according to
the Washington columnist of the
N. Y. Daily News. The job of
ruling the people has become a
“nightmare,” says the writer, be-
cause they took the Allied prom-
ise of liberation seriously and
now find themselves held down,
denied deMocratic rights, and
placed on starvation rations by
the “liberators.”

“Fact is,” the writer continues,
“that violence, with a disturbing
number of night-time, dark alley
stiletto stabbings with U.S. ser-
vicemen gn the receiving end, is
the Number One headache of the
Poletti regime. In other words,
the honeymoon of. liberation is
over in Italy — just as it has
been in North Africa for many
months.”

Poletti is reported to have com-
plained that “OWI propaganda
promised more than we could
perform” — the usunal contradic-
tion between imperialist promise
and performance.

Ask Your Sholpmale to

value of less than a quarter of

to halt the ecoromic ruin in his

Subscribe to The Militant

The Italian correspondent con- |

‘ Maritime Commission Hands
| Fat Profits To Shipowners

Roosevelt’s Maritime Commission, which is headed
by Admiral Emory Land who once publicly asserted
that union organizers should be shot at sunrise, was
charged by Sénator George Aiken, Vermont, with
handing out money to the ship lines and shipbuilding
companies like a “drunken sailor.” .

Senator Aiken reported the failure of the Mari-
time Commission to carry out the directives of a Sen-
ate investigating committee to renegotiate its con-
tracts and demand refunds of millions. The commit-
tee acted after investigating charges of Comptroller
General Warren that the Maritime Commission was
making “extravagant” payments to ship lines under
government charter.

Eighty-one vessels carrying lend-lease goods netted
private companies $26,874,176 profits on their voyages,
although the ships had been purchased for a “song”
and had an actual value of $8,2566,000, Aiken stated.
The Commission justified these payments on the
grounds that the companies “needed the money.” And

. how!

The American Export Lines, for instance, between

1938 and 1943 increased its assets from $9,000,000
to $48,000,000, its capital from $4,000,000 to $31,000,
000, and its dividend payments rose 601 per cent.
Other companies, Aiken reported, did even better.

Admiral Land himself Tevealed to a Senate invest-
igating committee that 19 shipbuilding companies,
operating yards built at government expense of $371,-
960,000, have received fees totaling $174,944,051, and
the balance due will raise it to $228,234,832, or ten
times the amount of $22,879,276 which the companies
themselves invested. _

The Admiral blandly told the Senate committee he
saw nothing wrong with these titanic profits, which
he termed a proper “percentage on brains.”

Labor, weekly -paper of the Railroad, Brother-
hoods, comments: “The wages of workers — that
is, the ‘percentage on brawn’ — are ‘frozen. The
compensation of gentlemen who were fortunate
enough to be permitted to build shipyards with gov-
ernment money is permitted to soar to the moon and
is described as ‘percentage on brains.’ . . . we suppose
that is ‘encouraging free enterprise.’”

Grade-Labeling Opposed
By Big Food Profiteers

In their fight to prevent compulsory grade-labeling,
the food monopolies haye thought up lots of weird
reasons why labels telling the quality and contents
of canned and packaged foods are “bad for the con-
sumers.” - ¢ =

The latest and weirdest reason was supplied last
week by Emil Brisacher, head of a big advertising
firm, in speaking before a meeting of the American
Marketing Association. Brisacher opined that “grade
labeling would destroy a high percentage of jobs
normally needed for the distribution and servicing
of merchandise, thereby lessening the buying power
nacessary to kéep production at a high level.” The
“right” to sell unlabeled poison as food is all to

" “prevent unemployment.” -

For pious hypocricy, this ranks with the argument
against ‘grade-labeling offered by Congressman Hal-
leck, of Indiana: “If in the end I poison myself by
eating the wrong kind of food, or cut my throat by
using the wrong kind of razor blade, or freeze to
death by sleeping under the wrong kind of blanket,
I shall. go to my' reward secure in the -knowledge
that I have lived and died as a free-born American
should.”

Defective Wright Engines
Sold To Army Air Corps

How miany flyers have died as the result of the
failure of defective Wright motors may never be es-
tablished. But a series of civilian inspectors of the
huge Wright Aeronautical Corporation plant at Lock-
land, Ohio, last week testified, at the court-martial
of three Army Air Corps officers charged with neg-
ligence and conspiracy to defraud the government,
that defective parts and motors rejected by the civil-
ian inspectors were deliberately accepted by the Army

" officials in collusion with the company.

The officers on trial are charged with transferring
or threatening to transfer inspectors who “made
trouble,” delivering defective parts and engines, fal-
sifying test records, impeding the work of the in-
pectors, failure to report improper inspection practices
or-to take corrective action.

One former inspector, Robert Yankey, who was told
to “keep my hands off engines the army had ‘passed,”
related how a war plane engine which had just been
labeled “all right” blew out a piston. He likewise
described how rejection marks he had placed on other
defective parts had been erased.

Another inspector, James R. Baker, testified to dis-

covering thousands of piston rings, “rusted beyond

acceptance,” packed and ready for shipping. On one
occasion he refused to obey a superior official who
ordered him to use his personal inspection stamp
to validate 25,000 acceptance tags.
was secured and the tags were validated by a non~
inspector. .

William Ratchford, who was “sent back to the
sticks” for his conscientious attitude, testified that
as many as 16 cracked master rods were turned out
on an eight-hour shift and that aéceptance of engines
with oil leaks was a daily occurrence. 250 engines
which “pumped. o0il” were accepted “so the plant
could meet its production quota.”’

The Army officers worked in collusion with the
company. “Inspectors were twisted and switched
around to work in the interest of the company. It was
a case of production overriding inspection, regard-
less of directives.”

That is, it was a question of profits “overriding™
the lives of Army flyers. The Wright corporation
has received over a billion dollars worth of war
contracts. 3 : i

Another stamp
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