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British Strike
Leader Salutes

Fight Of The 18

Links Churchill's Persecution of English
Trotskyists With Roosevelt's Jailing of 18

William Davy, former secretary of the Tyne Apprentices
Guild and an oustanding leader of the great apprentice strike in
England last spring against forced labor in the mines, has
addressed a letter to the American Trotskyist movement ex-
pressing his solidarity with the gB imprisoned Trotskyists in the
Minneapolis Labor Case and® _
with th{:’: 4 British Trotskyist been established between t.h; fl:;\-

: H Minneapolis Trial and the
leadérs recently railroaded to |mPus ! :
prison for supporting the strug- Naweastle Trial, James Cannon

: is lovked upon in the same lght
gle of the young English work- as Jock Haston, and the brand

of the bourgeoisie has been iden-
tified as being the same in both
cages; imprisonment for cham-
picning the cause of the laboring

ErS.

His letter, which we reproduce
in full below, expresses the rising
spirit of working-class militancy

‘Lee and Ann Keen has created

_ These apprentices, who have had

in England and describes the in-
creasing awarenass among the ad-
vanced seclions of British labor
of the leading role of the Trot-
skyists in the struggle for work-
ing-class emancipation, D a v ¥
writes:

“The recent historic (rial of
Jock Haston, Roy Tearse, Heaton

masses,
“Avising out of this newly cre-

(Continued on-page 2)

UAW Publicizes
Pardon Demands

The Septéember 1 issue of the
United Automobile Worker, of-
ficial weekly organ of the
UAW.CHO, carries a front-page
account of the hundreds of
union resolutions supportiing
the pardon appeals of the 18
imprisoned Troiskyists pre-
sented on Aug. 2 to the Presi-

widespread interest amongst the
entire British working class.
“For the first time the British| .
Trotskyists have had the oppor-
tunity of appearing before the
masses and putting forward their
program and ideals, and, in spite
of the limitation imposed by a
bourgeois court and the distor-

. . denfial Pardon Authority in

ticns of the bourge(_ns press, ob- Washington,

taining a sympathetic hearing. It describes the Smith “Gag”
Aet  under which the 18

TYNE APPRENTICES

“The most sympathefic section
of the British workers s the
apprentices who participated in
the recent strike against the infa-
mous ‘Bevin Pit Ballot Scheme/

Socialist Workers Party and
Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local
544 - CI0 leaders were rail-
roaded to prison as “the first
Federal statute in over 100
years to make the mere ex-
pression .of opinion.a Federal
crime.” - )

“More than 50 locals of the
UAW.CIO are among the or-
rganizations urging their re-
lase,” states the paper. “Qther
uniens who joined in the peti-
tions include the Textile Work-
ers Union of America, CIO;
niled Retail, Wholesale and
Department Store Employes,
Cl0; United Transport Service
Empioyes, C10, and the In-
ternational Ladies Garment

bitter experiences with the rgle
being- played by the trade unien
bureaucracy and the treacherous
Communist Party, the elements
whao betrayed them in their strug-
gle, now look upon the Trotskyist
movement with a frustful respect
which was non-existent before the
frial. g :

“This interest is not confined!
only to the British Trotskyvist;
movement, but extends toward
the movement in America and as

Legislators Slash |
Proposed Benefits
To Aid Jobless

By Art Preis

A majority of pro-Rooseveit
Democrats together with the
Republicans in the House,
having first passed an -Ad-
ninistration-sponsored measure
easuring “'disposal” of $75 bil- |,
lion worth of "surplus” govern- |;
ment property to the monopo-
lists, last week turned their at-
tention to pushing through
legistation  guaranteeing in-
security and mass hunger for
the American working class in
the coming period. . A

As a first step in adepting a :
Big Business program to impose
starvation conditions on the un- |:
employed, the House Wavs and’
Means Committee proceeded to
“swing the axe,” as even the cap-
italist press described it, upon |}
the reactionary George Bil,
which had heen passed by the
Senate.- It ruthlessiy struck
from that measure every one of
its few provisions which had even
a hint of liberality.

SLASH BILL

In secret session, the commit-
tee members sglashed from the
George “Post-War Starvation”
Bill its clauses providing unem-

G S SO I S

2

ployment insurance for millions
of government workers in arse-
nals and shipyards, government
training to refit war werkers for
peacetime jobs, transportation ex-
penses for disthafged war work-
ers returning to their home towns
foer work. In addition, the Con-
gressional agents of Wall Street
even eliminated a provision for a
Department of Labor study on
the proposal for an annual wage
system in industry and reduced
the life of the bill from iwe to
one years.
Intent on maintaining condi-
tions of mass insecurity and mis- !
- |claim Rumania’s adherence to

a consequence a lnk has now! Workers Union, AFL.”

(Continued on page 2) imperialism,

UAW Convention Faces Fight

Between Ranks

By E. Henry

"The CIO United Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural Imple-
ment Workers of America is not only the largest but the most
dynamic union in the country. All major issues which have confront-
ed American labor during the past decade have invariably found
their clearest and most intense expression within the UAW-CIO.
Each of its conventions has marked a milestone in the development
of the labor movement as a whole.

No preceding convention, however, has aroused so much atfen-
{ion and interest as the forthceming Ninth Annual Convention which
is to convene on September 11 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, For this
convention will have the duty to deliberate and provide solutions
for the momentous problems and issues which have been raised te
an acute pitch by the developments of the war and the ominous pros-
pects facing labor in the period ahead.

The war has been the decisive factor determining the recent
course of the UAW-CIQO and the nature of the conflicts within it.
Along with the entire officialdom of the trade union movement, the
leadership of the UAW-CIO was drawn ever closer to Roosevell and
the government apparatus with the approach of the war. Upon
American enfry intp the “shooting war,” the leadership capitulsted to
the Roosevelt war machivne, abandoned labor’s independent program
and surrendered the weapons of labor struggle, above all, the right
to strike,

THE ‘EQUALITY OF SACRIFICE* PROGRAM

The disastrous consequences of phe policies of the union leader-
ship became almost immediately felt by the workers, and no more so
than among UAW-CIO ranks in the key war indusiries. Roosevelt
embarked upon a program of erasing such gaing as double-time Pay,
enforcing compulsory arbitration through government agencies,-in-
troducing new methods for imposing the cost of the war on labor,
including 16 per cent war hond deductions and pay-roll taxes. The
corporations took advantage of the “no-strike pledge” to stall con-
tract negotiations, ignore contract terms and undermine union con-
ditions., . co

When the inifiat dissatisfaction was sharply expressed by the
militarit auto workers, it was countered by the “Eguality of Sacrifice”
program, projected by Roosevelt and adopted by the union.leaders.
Although this preogram met with some rank and file opposition, it
was generally accepled ag a necessary evil. Before very long, how-
gver, bitter experience began to ieach the workers that they were
deing all the sacrificing, while the employers were piling up stupend-
ous war profits. .

At the August 1942 AW convention in Chicage, there were
bitter protesis against the “Equality of Sacrifice” program. But the
militants who opposed it either were unable. to draw: the' necessary

And Leadership

programmatic conclusions or were not strong enough to secure the
scrapping of the “no-strike pledge.” Further experience in life was
necessary before the trme implications of the phony “equatity of
sacrifice” program ceuld be driven home ito the auto workers.

This has occurred with the further.unfoldment of the capitalist
war program. Roosevelt’s wage-freeze, rising taxes on low incomes,
the green light given to the profiteers and price gougers aroused
increasing discontent. This discontent was manifested .at the last
UAW convention at Buffalo in October 1543, but largely in a dis-
torted fashion. The key issnes of the convention were the question
of “Incéntive Pay”, the mtroduction of speed-up piece work systems,
and the struggle for domination of the union’s top apparatus between
the Reuther-Leonard-Thomas and the Addes-Frankensteen cligue
supperted by the Stalinicts. Thare ensued an unprincipled clique fight
for pewer, Reuther fulfilied his typical role of “left cover” for the
leadership by channelizing the militants into his camp through s
verbal dispiay of “militancy” in opposition to incentive pay, while he
united with the whole top leadership against the mjlitants on the
decisive questions: support of the no-striko pledge, the War Labor
Board, and a fourth term for Roosgevelt.

GOVERNMENT AND CORPORATION
ANTLLABOR DRIVE :

The most militant tendency in the convention, fed by Mazey of
Briggs Local 212, while formally oppesing the ne-strike pledge and
calling for independent labor political action in speeches, clang to-
the Reuther caucus and failed to organize s serious struggle on these
iseues. Nevertheless, the pressure from the ranks compelled the top
leadership to sugar-coat the bitier pills they fed the delegates. Vir-
tually every major resolution and proposal was wrapped in “mili-
tént” phrase-mongering.

The forthcoming UAW-CIO convgntion will be marked by a
qualitatively different alignment of forces on the major issues. On
the one hand, the offensive of the ‘corporations and the capitalist
governmeni against organized laber is proceeding with accelerated
speed. On the other, the cleavage between the ranks and the top lead-
ership has become extremely sharp, as the “labor statesmen” cuddle
closer to the Roosevelt administration and its pro-corporation
sgencies and, strike heavier bureaucratic blows against the mount-
ing struggles of their membership,

Since the last WAW convention, the corporation and povern-
ment aitacks on the workers have taken on the character of a brazen
and sustained offensive. Roosevelt has used the full powers of gov-
ernment to curb the struggles of the workers and deny them wage
increases. The use of troops and plant seizores for the purposes of
government strikebreaking—even in advance of threatened sirikes,
ag in the railway case—has become standard pelicy. The demands

F ~ (Continued on page 3)

By Ralph Graham

the camp of Anglo-American

(Tj This about face, executed by
tth

¢ youthful King Michae! and
the court camarilla, has caused
wide breaches in Hitler's Balkan
‘front. ‘The Bulgarian fascist
government of Ivan Bagrianov
has anncunced termination of its
war against the Allies and order-
ed the withdrawal of all German
troops from the country under g
new ‘policy of “striet neutrality.”

Simultaneously came reports
of widespread revolts by the
miasses of Greece against the
Nazi oppressors. Hitler’s south-
eastern' front is c¢rumbling into
ruins.

The breakaway of the Balkan
sateltites of Hitler'’s festung
Europa is having repercussions
outside the Balkan peninsula. The
Bratislava radio, according to
Associated Press, reported that
the puppet government of Slova-
kia, which was part of the Cze-
choslovakian Republic until it be-
came a Nazi “protectorate” in
March, 1938, had “held a meeting
and discussed urgent problemg™
and that “important decisions had
heen taken.”

RULERS DESPERATE

1{ is clear that the mounting
successes of the Red Army of the
Soviet Union, together with the
rising tide of mass revolt, is
shatiering the rule of the reac-
tionary capitalist-landierd regi-
mes in eastern and seutheastern
Europe and forcing the ruling
classes fo desperate measures of
improvidation in an effort to
stave off the utter destruction of
their rotted system.

Hitherto they have leaned on
the Nazis to hold the masses in
check, But with Germany’s de-
feat now fast approaching, they
are driven to seek a new support
in the Anglo-American imperial-
ist camp, jusi as the Italian rul-
‘ing class did more than a year
ago when they ditched Mussolinj
ynder the pressure of the Italian
masses.

In the initial reports three
facts indicate the tremendous
mass pressure to which the ruling
junta in Bucharest was being
subjected. In his proclamation

(Cantinued on page §)

Rumanian King Deserts N azis,
Joins Allies To Save

Regime

Pressed by the masses of war-weary Rumanian workers and peasants who have been growing
more and more rebellious as the victorious Red Army plunges deeper into Rumanian territory,
and anxious to end up on the winning side of the war, the monarchist-capitalist-landiord gang in
this Balkan country has thrown the dictatorial regime of Gen. fon Antonescu into the discard
and set up a new government. Its first steps ha ve been to repudiate the alliance with the Axis,
accept the Allied ferms of “unconditional surrender,” and pro-

D

Tobin, Stalinists
Combine Forces in
Slander Campaign

By Harry Martell

“The Trotskyites were Wrong
in Russia. They were wrong in

the United States. Fortunately
Troisky is now dead. ¥n-
fortunately, too many of his

followers are not.”

This endorsement of one of the
most monstrous crimes in his-
tory, the assassination of Leon
Trotsky by Stalin, and this in-
citement ic homicidal assault
against Trotsky’s co-thinkers ap-
pears in the August issue of the
International Teamster, under the
signature of Thomas E. Flynn,
Executive Assistant to Daniel I.
Tobin, General President of the
AFL Teamsters Union.

TOBIN AND STALINISTS

If Stalin's secret police-terror
apparatus, the GPU, didn’t write
thiz statement, it most certainly
approves of it. As the climax of
the current Tohin-Stalinist slander
campaign against the Trotskyists
this Iynech statement comes as no
surprise to progressive elements
in the labor moevement.

Tobin three years age sought
to destroy the most dangerous op-
position te his unien dictatorship
and sell-out policies by smashing
the famous Minneapolis Team-
sters Union, Local 544, organized
and led in histerie struggles by
the Trotskyists. To accomplish his
traitorous aim, Tobin personally
beseeched aid of Roosevelt, whose
Attorney General Biddle initiated
and carried through the frameup
prosecution which railroaded
Tobin's militant opponents to
prigon.

Tobin’s attempts to throttle the
Trotskvists did not succeed so
well. His connivance in thé
frameup of the 18 imprisoned
Trotskyists has been denounced
throughout, the iabor movement,
including important sectiong of
the AFL, his own organization.
Over two million union workers

(Continned on page 2)
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Armed Struggle Of French Masses
Arouses Fears Of Allied Rulers

- “Democrdatic” Tailors to His Majesty

Workers' Independent Action
Is Threat To Capitalist Rule |

Anglo-American Conquerors Issue
Ultimatum to DeGaulle Demanding ““Order”

By William F. Warde
As the beaten forces of the Nazi Wehrmacht re~
treat to the Rhine, leaving more than half of France
in the throes of confused and wild jubilation, the
vietorious Allied imperialists in their pursuit look -
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back with the greatest anxiety at the social explo-
sions in their rear. For the “Blitz in reverse” is not’
only putting to rout the armies of Hitler, The accom-
panying insurrectionary actions of the masses in.
Paris, Marseilles and elsewhere are upsetling the:
plans of Washington and London for the rapid sub-
jugation of the French people. ' '

This elemental move-
ment of the masses, orig-
inating with workers’
strikes, has so far, been
confined in its objectives
and program to the strug-
gle against the Nazis and
their native Fasecist colla-
borators. Either because
of the absence or weak-
ness of a conseious revo-
Yutionary ' leadership, it
“haa fallen into.the-handspf«the
DeGaullist™ representatives of
¥rench capifalism and their Stal-
inist and Social democratic henche
men. The heroism and self-sace
rifice displayed by the insurrec-
tionary masses can achieve their
liberating aims only wher armed

with a program of socialigt inter-
nationalism and nnder the lead-

B

ership of a revolutionary working
clags party. Under the present
domination of the bourgeois na-
tionalists and their lackeys in the
ranks of jabor, the aspirations of
the French people can only suf-
fer betrayal and defeat. i

Already the agpirations of the
masses for peace, bread, and free-
dom are coming into conflict with
the needs of the Allied and French
imperinlists for restoration of
“order™ and the siabilization of
eapitaligt rule. That is why they
fear the people In arms.

Among its first acts after the
tall of Parig, the Allied Supreme
Command issued a virtwal ulti-

Fatim to.DeGaulle,. placing upon-

him the responsibility for imme-
diately disarming the Parisian
masses, vestoring capitalist *or-
der,” and instituting a dictatorial
control over the population. Thus,
from the vevy first, the Allied im-
perialists have demonstratively

{Coniinned oh page 5)

stration in celebration of the

side by side.”
This episode with the two

Italian Masses Run Up Red Flag

The A.P. reporis from Rome (Aug. 25) that “a demon-

French Embassy on the Piazza Farnese today became a near
riot when a demonsirator siripped an Falian monarchy flag
from its staff at a nearby police station ahd ran up the Red
Flag with the Hammer and Sickle.

. “A policeman ripped down the Red Fiag and threw it at
the crowd helow, There was a rush for the building, but twe
Allied policemen kept the people back and ordered an Italian
flag without the Savey Cross and the Red Flag to be flown

sttuation prevailing in Italy and throughout Europe. Today -
history itself has posed the cheice: either the black flag of
reaction or the red flag of socialist liberation.

liberation of Paris hefore the

flags i Rome epitomizei the

PACIFIC COAST

LONGSHOREMEN

SEEK NEW MASTER CONTRACT

By Oscar Nelson
SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 24—Negotiations began August 7

5

between representatives of the [nternational Longshoremen’s and
Warehousemen’s Union, ClO, and the Waterfront Employers
of the Pacific Coast for a master coastwise agreeent governing
wages and working conditions of 15,000 longshoremen and
thousands of terminal men and car loaders. The union is demand-
ing an hourly increase of the basic longshoremen’s wage from
$1.10 to $1.25 with overtime after six hours, one week annual
vacation with pay, a guaranteed ®

work week of 36 hours, etc,
The six hour day was establish-
ed on the Pacific Coast after the
coastwise maritime and San
Francisco general strike of 1934,
Longshoremen on the east coast
receive $1.25 per hour for an
eight hour day.

TLWU CONFERENCE

The reopening of the contract
was decided upon by a conference
of the longshore section of the
ILWY held in San Francisco July
2-29, attended by 66 delegates
from loecals up and down the west
coast. The conference decided to
request certain “modifications and
amendments” to the contract in
order to force consideration of
the union’s demands by the War
Labor Board. The expiring con-
tract contained g provision for
the periodic “reviewal” of wages
without opening the entire con-
tract. The WLB rigidiy  main-
tained that, inasmuch as the ex-
isting contract contained an

“adequate” arbitration xmachiriery

for wage reviewal, it would not
accept jurisdiction unless the en-
tire agreement was opened. .

The Portland Jocal of the union
instructed its delegates to vote
against reopening the agreemet,
fearing an attempt by the Em-
pioydrs Association aided by the
employer-dominated WLB 4o un-
dermine the wunion hiring hall
provisions and the six hour day.
In addition, the Portland dele-
gates were instructed io vote
against  the  Bridges-Stalinist
proposal Lo incorporate gz per-
manent no-strike pledge in the
new agreement,

The criminality of relying on
government boards for justice in
securing wage increases to meet
the increased cost of living wag
inadvertently exposed hy Henry
Schmid(, selfstyled “pie-card arg-
ist” serving as a union member
on the Maritime Industry Board
appointed by the War Shipping
Administration t.° supervise the

| (Contibued on page 2) .
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RADE

‘Walter Reuther, a vice-Presi-
dent of the CIO United Automo-
bile Workers and Director of the
union’s General Motors Jvision,
jast week issued s statement pro-
testing and refuting the “blanket

indictment of General Motors
Workers” which the N, Y. Times
jssued in smear articles eciting
corporation charges of “slow-

down' practices by the union.
Reuther quotes. a recent state-
ment of C. E. Wilsen, CM pres-
ident, terming GM production *
remarkable showing...about twice
our hest peacetime rate” of which
the workers “can justly be proud”
and “feel gratified.” FHReuther
further claims that the eorpora-
tien and unjon fix production
standards by contract, and that
the company has rarely had re-
ecourze to machinery established
by contract to appeal against

+ violation of contractual standards.

The motivation for the corper-
ation’s present smear campaign,
Reuther asserts, is to prejudice
the union wage case hefore the
War Labor Board and “create the
atmosphere... for a post-war at-
tack on the unions in itz plants.”
However, Reuther points out that
the attack is rising te a crescendo
right now, citing the Chevrolet
Gear and Axle case in Dettroit as
the latest example.

Reuther charges that the recent
strikes in the Gear and Axie Divi.
siont were “actnally caused by
management: arbitrarily increas-
ing  the production rates without
preliminary consnlfation with the
workers or union.” The second
atrike was due to the firing of
seven union militants after the
WLB ordered all strikers return-
ed to their jobs without reprisal.
Now the company provocztions
have been exiended. “The pubiic
should know that on Wednesday
of this week, after the men had
setarned Lo work, the management

. discharged one worker and penal-
jeed sixteen oihers becaunse they
tefused o work s fourfeen-hour
Jﬂ‘ay-”

Why is the corporation so hold
fn its provocatiohs? Reuther Jdoes
hot dare to state the truth open-
Jv. He indicates it, however, by
complaining that the corporation
has refused to accept the “fair
procedure” of the WLEB and has
taken advantage of the fact that
¥the UAW-CIO took every step
possible to terminate the strike
despite the provocation action of
the corporation.” Reuther “for-
gets” to mention that “every step”
included expelling the loéal union
sfficials from office, an act which
was followed by their discharge.

In short Reuther and the UAW
Internstional leaders have been
giving the green light to corpora-
tion provocations because of their
gervile adherence to the no-strike
pledge and support of the pro-
corporation WLB, supplemented
by their bureaucratic blows at
the local union militants,

¥ o=

Corporation provocations are on
the increase everywhere, The To-
ledo Union Journal, representing
46,000 UAW-CIQO members in
northwestern Ohijo, in its August
25 issue reports the complaint of
Melvin Schultz, President of To-
fedo's powerful UAW Loeal 12,
that “deliberate irritation of
workers in Toledo plants is on
the increase.” The Journal states
“cases are constantly coming be-
fore Local 12 and are on the in-
crease in which industrial man-
agement seelis to provoke the
workers.”™

After citing a number of part-
icularly vicious company provoca-

Buy ““The Militant”
IN MILWAUKER

at the newssfand on the north-
west corner & Wisconsin Ave.
‘on Third St.

By Joseph Keller
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tions in various plants, Schuliz
ends up lamely: “We can’t force
management to be decent, but we
can and will present cur case be-
fore the public so that manage-
ment will not Le able to make us
show io disadvantage.”

Schultz prefers to forget the
lesson of stirring strugegles of
the ‘Feledo auto workers belween
1834 and 1939, The workers dida’t

tions then thru “favorable pub-
licity” and “public opinion.” The
corporations, which control the
press and radie, got the favor-
able publicity. But the workers
nevertheiess made them act “de-
cent,” The method they used was
the only effective onme: militant
strike action.
® oH ok

AFL President William Green
and hia Ekecutive Council whidh
met in Chicago last week evi-
dently are feeling the “heat”
frem the organization's rank and
file. The Council issued ancther
appeal to Roosevelt to modify
the Little Stee! formula and per-
mit wage increases in accordance
with price rises.

Green declared that “the power
te modify the Little Steel for-
raula and thereby reestablish the
workers’ standards and incident-
ally reestablish the standards
the man in our armed forces ex-
pect to find when they retorn, is
no longer within the jurisdiction
of the National War Labor Board.
it is obvious from Executive
Order- 9228 {Rogsevelt’s “Hold
the-Line” wage-freezing decree)
that this power rests now solely
with the President.”

Green particularly complamed
beeanse “no action has been taken
by the WLB"” on the “voluminous
testimony in support of cur peti-
tions” for wage increases and

]

charged that “the whole process
looks like a complete stall”
Everything Green says is true,
but it's double-talk anyway.
Green and his colleagues helped
engineer the establishment of the
WLB. They have supported it
and used it to stall the workers
from militant action. They en-
tered into conspiracy with the
CIO leaders te conceal Roose-
velt's responsibility for the wage
freeze, Now under growing pres-
sure of the AFL ranks, tha AFL
tops are whining and begging
Roosevelt to “do something” be-
fore the AFL workers explode
into real union action. The last
thing the AFL bureaucrats want
is to lead a genuvine struggle
against the Little Steel formula
or to withdraw from the WLB.

* ¥ &

The 200-man Executive Board
of ihe Philadelphia Cramps Ship-
yard Local 42, CIO Industrial
Union of Marine and Shipbuild-
ing Worliers, has adepted resolu-
tions for presentation hefore the
International  conveniion in At-
fantic City, N. J,, starting Sep-
tember 28, calling for rescinding
of the no-strike pltedge, withdraw-
al of union support from the
WLB and for the formation of
ah independent labhor party.

They declare that the admin-
istration has fuifilled none of its
promises about controlling prices
and limiting executive salaries
and profits whils the “unions are
powerless” to halt the growing
anti-laber offensive. Since “their
hands are tied by the no-strike
pledge,” the Local 42 leaders fiat-
ly demand immediate revoecation
of the no-strike pledge,

The labor party resolution
poinis out the fifty-year failure
of organized Labor “to advance
its interests by supporling the

the need for “a party of labor

free of ties with the old parties.”
It proposes - the

form an independent

farmer-labor” party.

wit coniracts and union condi- |

“convening of
PAC units within 30 days follow-
ing the national elections™ to
fabor or

{Contmued from page 1)
longshore side of the maritime
industry.

SCHMIDT'S REPORT

In a report delivered to the
membership of Local 1-10 in San
Francisco Wednesday, Aupust 16,
'he laid bare the mechanism at
the disposal of the Waterfront
Ewployers to hopelessly proleng
negotiations for a wage increase.
‘The report explained that the
decision of the reeent conference
of the longshors section of the
ILWU to reopen the existing
contract was brought abwut by
the failure to awhieve results
through the machmery of the ex-
piring contract.

Sehmidi  further emphasized
that on the basis of the Little
Steel Formula, the longshoremcn
were not entitled to a wage in-
crease, First, there has been a
169 .increase since Jan., 1941;
secondty, the longshoremen are
relatively well paid- as -compared
with other workers and therefore
cannol come under the provisions
for sub-standard wages which
the WLE has established.

The report made crystal clear
the need for scrapping the Little
Steet Formula and the no-strike
pledpe as the main barriers to the
efforts of the longshoremen io
secure a wage raise,

NO-STRIKE POLICY -

Schmidt stated the matier very
suecinetly when he dontrasted the
no-strike policy with the tacties
of militant unionism. “In Peace-
Lime there are only four steps
necessary for a wage increase, at
most. The union's demands are
rejected, there is a strike, the
unicn gets the increase or else
loges if it is not prepared.

“In war iime, there are twelve
steps involved, all of them taking
a great deal of time. . . there
certainly will be no decision by
Sept. 30tk (the expiration date
of the present coniraet) and the
decision will only be arrived at
after an extended process as fol-
lows: . negotiation, conetliation,
arbitration, submission to the
WLB, then to a special WLB
panel, back to the WLB, and ar-
rangement throughont for appeals
on each decision resuliing in a
duplication of each process.”
One need only add the back-

-+ fused to hear the case, declaring

of the unien to round out the pic-@
ture of this bankrupt policy. On
the basis of the provision in the
expiring contract calling for a
semi-annual review of wages, the
union submitied its demand for
an increage on Dec. 14th, 1942,
So far it has received nothing.
Here is hew Lhe government
board runaround has worked.

WLB RUNAROUND

1. The request for a wage in-
crease from-$1.10 to $1.25 in Dec.
1942 rejected by the employers. |

2. It was sabmitted o the
Maritime Industry Board Jan. 1st
which decided Feb., 12th, 1943
that it lacked jurisdiction, and
referred it to the WLB.-

3. The WLB denied jurisdiction,
on the basis of the wage reviewal
ciause in the contract.

"4, The union held a conference
Fel). 19 with employers who re-
jected the' demand.

5, The union called upon the
1. 8. conciliation service for a
eonciliator, the employers refus-
ing to join in the request.

" 6. The WLB consistently re-|

that adequate machinery existed
in the contract for wage renew-
als, and referred it back te the
U. 8. conciliation service for ar-
bitration,

7. Although the coniract prov-
ides for the appointment of an
arbitrator by the Secretary of
Labor, there has been nonée since
the resignation of Wayne Morse
tWo Years or s0 ago.

8. Now that the confract has
been reopened = new arbitrator
has heen appointed, and the ma-
chinery which Schmidt outlined
in his report comes into play.
And so.the merry-go-round staris
all over again.

In outlining the arguments to

-

F ord Strikers Slogan

“Scrap the No-Strike Pledge—Local 400 is the slogan -worn by
this Ford Local 400 worker as he walks the picket line outside the
gates of the Highland Park, Detroit plant, 3,800 men walked off the
job, as the union charged the company with extreme provecation
by refusing to bargdin with the workers on their growing grievances.

be pursaed before the War Labor
Board, Schmidt emphasized that
rigid adherence was to be main-
tained to -the Little Steel For-
mula. After the heroic strike
struggles of the United Mine
Workers Jast year, which resulted
m the breaching of the Little Steel
Formala, the CIO nationally eali-
e for its ahandonment. The
policy of the Rridges-Stalinist
leadership places the ILWU in
the very rear of the struggle of
the organized workers against
the lowering of their living con-

ground of the tweo year struggle

ditions,

The 25-cent trial subscription
offer continues to be used to good
advantage in introducing the pa-
per to new readers. The Mirnea-
polis literature agent writes: “1
amt happy to enclose two more
twenty-five cent suby. These were
obtained by a comrade who was
hitch-hiking thri Indiana. He
started discussing unions efe. with
one of the drivers who picked him
up, and soon discovered that the
driver was an old time Socialist.
He told our comrade that he had
named one of his children after
Norman Thomas, but new was
sorry that he had not named him
after Earl Browder. The com-
rade talked him out of tha$, and
sold him a sub. The driver also
recommended him to see a friend

of his — with the result of an-
other sub.”
Several Wisconsin comrades

sold six trial subs at a Socialist
Party picnic, and write: “We
would like to order twenty-five

candidates of the old parties” and|more sub blanks.”

* F ok

New York writes: “We are be-
ginning to get the first responses
from among our new readers here
in New York City even before
we start our call-back eampaign.
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We circularized the whole list
witl & letter inviting them to our
Trotsky Memorial Meeting. Many
new faces were present atb the
meeting, and at least eight came
as a result of the mailing and the
PADET,

“X Negro bus driver told one of
the ¢omrades that he was wvery
rmpressed by the story in the
Militant on the Philadelphia {ran-
stt strike, and came to see us, and
hear more of what we had fo say.
Another woman said that her hus-
band received the paper and had
gotten the letier. He cotitd not
come to the meeting, buf she
hoped it would be all right for
her to come. A friend who came
with one of the new readers
bought a trial sub at the meet-
ing.”

* % %

QOur list of subscribers is being
expanded not only by new read-
ors, but by old sympathizers who
are being heartened by the great
events taking place in FEurope.
“We enclose sub just byought in
by an old sympathizer whe has
not had contact with us for sev-
eral years,” writes a comrade in
Chicago, “but who iz now convin-
ced that we are ‘the only organiz-
ation that fights capitalism’.”

The militart working class pro-
gram of our paper brings a res.
ponse from & far-off section of
the world. From New Zezland
we received the following leffer:
“F read your weekly by chance
and I d¢m so much pleased to read
it that may I take an epportunity
to ask you to send me one copy
of your weekly. Please let me
know how much in New Zealand

or British Sterling pounds I have
to remit for the yearly subscrip-
tion. Hoping to hear frem you
Very‘soon.”

LOS ANGELES

Bookshop
8026 SEVILLE AVENUE
SOUTH GATE
Carries a Full Line of
Pioneer Publishers Works
and
Al Marxist Classics

| Bill,

Benefits Slashed From
Unemployed Relief Bill

(Continued from page 1)

ery ag the spearhead for a union-
busting, wage-slashing of{ensive,
the House members are trying to
outde their reactionary collea-
gues in the Senate. The George
opposed by all sections of
organized labor, would limit un-
employment compensation to the
starvation levels of the existing
state systems. These do not cover
oveyr 30,000,000 workers and ex-
tend “relief” as low as $2 a week
and $14 on the average, for pe-
riods of two to 18 weeks.

ROOSEVELT'S AGENTS

+ While Roosevelt seeks fo cover
himseif behind a screen of silence,
his agents like “Aggistant Presi-
dent” Byrnes are engineering the
passage of the George Bill or a

SENATOR GEORGE,
mensure scarcely more liberal,

Thus, if labor pressure becomes
too strong, Roosevelt las project-

ed throagh Byrhes a “compre-
mise” proposal for a $20 per
week maxinuwy, payable up to 20
weeks of unemployment. Average
paymetits uander this progesal,
however, would not differ materi-
ally from those of the George Bill.
Meanwhile, the majority of Roos-
evelt’s Demoeratic cohorts in the
House are pressing for the emias-
culated version of the George
Bill.

A handful of House Democrats
who are acting as the "hberal”
cover for the adminisération, have
been making a pretense of fight-
ing the George Bill for the meore
liberal Cellér-Kilgore measure, a
considerably watered-down ver-
sion of the oeriginal Kilgore-
Murray Bill which was rejected
overwhelmingly by the Senate.
This group, however, has already
indicated intentions of “compro-~
miging” once they have “made
the recéord.”

The labor-hating ferocity of
Congress toward iessures to
alieviate even thé worst miiseries
of unemployment stands in stark
contrast to their demonstrated
solicitude for plutecrats who have
been piling up billions in wat
profits. Before taking up the
unemployment compensation mea-
sure, the House last week passed
with little debate a bill which
gives sweeping powers to the Big
Business ddniinistrator appointed

by the President to “dispose” of
an estimated $75 billions worth
of government properiy, including
gigantic modern plants, huge
areas of valuable land sites and
tremendous stores of supplies and
raw materials, Roosevelt’s own
Surplus Property Administrator,
Wilt Clayion, world’s largest cot-
ton broker, personally steered the
passage of the House bill.

None of the proposed measures

for ‘“reconversion” under the
“free enterprise” system of
monopoly capitalism, evenm the

most liberal, tonches the fun-
damental problem of providing
permanent fuli-time employment
for ail workers. Genuine security
wili be won only through the
power of the workers themselves,
expressed in independent econ-
omic and political action, on a
program of the 30-honr week
without loss of weekly ecarnings,
government proiects for all un-
employed at trade "union wage
standards, ‘and nationalization of
the basic industries under the
control of the workers. -

Trotsky Memorial
Meetings Held By
Branches of SWP

, MINNEAPGLIS —~ The new
Minneapolis headquarters of the
Socialist Workers Party was the
scene August 1% of a well-
attended meeting of the Twin
Cities” branches of the party
cailed to honor the memory of
Leon Trotsky in connection with
the death anniversary of the
great revolutionist,

Comrade €. R, Hedlund, giving
the main address of the evering,
said: “It is hard fo find n parallei
in the labor movement of a man
who accomplished so much for the
working class under the adverse
circumstances in whichk he lived.

remember with love and gratitude
the man who brought the ideas
of socialism to the whole world”

The meeting voted to send a
telegram of greetings to Trotsky’s
widow, Natalia.

NEWARK—Socialist Workers
Party members and sympathizers
gathered here August 18 to com-
memorate the fourth anniversary
of the death of Leon Trotsky,
great founder and leader of the
Fourth International. Comrade A,
M. Braden spoke of Trotsky’s
immense coniributions to the
building of the Marxist revolu-
tionary movement and his “for-
titude and undying dévotion to
the workers’ cause.” The meeting
voted to send telegramg of
greeting to Niatalia Trotsky, the
imprisohed English Trotskyists,
arid the 18 American Trotskyists
gerving sentences in  Federal

prisohs,

Countless future generations will |’

Pacific Coast Longshoremen’s ‘Union Is

Run-Around By WLB In Demand

Given

For Wage Raise

(Continned from page 1)

have expressed by resolution their
sympathy fer the Trotskyist
prigoners and their protest
against the dirty frameup which
Tohin *helped engineer. That is
why Tobin is now compelled to
cover his crime against the Trot-
skyists and the labor movement
by a frenzied slander and lynch-
incitation campaign aguainst his
imprisoned oppon‘ents and their
comrades.

MUTUAL ADMIRATION

This is guite natarally com-
plemented by his applause for
Stalin, murderer of Trotsky. This
does not mean Tobin supporis the
Soviet Union; from the heginning
he bag been an arch-enemy of the
warkers’ state, just as he has been

Leader of British
Youth Apprentices
Hails Fight of 18

{Continzed from page 1)

ated interest is the demand for
publications of the Trotskyist
movement. The Socialist Appeni
has a far greater circujation than
ever before and the few precious
copies of The Militant that I bave
managed to obtaim have been It~
erally devoured by the appren-
tices T am in contact with, as have
the more scarce and even more
precious copies of the Fourth In-
ternational.

NEED BOLSHEVIK LEADERS

“The realization of the neces-
sily fer the clarification of ideas
and the creation of a Belshevik
being  gradually

leadership s
forced upon industirial youth and
a definite radicalization of the
yvoiuth is taking place. The liter-
ature of the Fourth International
is abeolutely indispensable in de-
veloping this leadership.. Unfor-

tunately various publications™ire
urobtlainabie in this couniry and-

I am-obliged to regmest of you

American comrades that you give

some assistance in that direction,

“In concluding I wish to send
greetings on behalf of the ap-
prengices of Tyneside {0 the
eighteen imprisoned under the
Smith ' ‘Gag® Act, hoping your
campaign for their release meets
wilh success in the very near fu-
ture,

J. William Davy
(Former secretary of the
Tyne Apprentices Guild)
England.”

TOBIN, STALINISTS UNITE
IN SLANDER CAMPAIGN

an implacable enemy of com-
munisn, His own Teamster's con-
stitution bars communists, or any-
ene he chooses L0 term a “com-
munist,” frem membersivip.
Tobin’s approval of Stalin
merely expresses his ill-concealed
envy of Stalin’s murderous
methods of eliminating revolu-
fionary working class. opposition
to his reactionary policies and his
appreciation for services render-
ed by the American Stalinists.
The Stalinists, in fact, are
rubbing their hands with joy over
receiving a letter extending them
Tebin’s congratulation on their
own venomous aitacks against the
Trotskyists. They correctly con-
strue Tobin's praise as a power-
ful recommendation to W-all
Street and its government to ae-
cept their application for the job

of chief strike-breakers and
secab-herders within  the labor
mevement. The Daily Worker,

August 20, crows over the photo-
stat of a letter from Flynn, ex-
pressing Tobin’s “appreciation for
the prominence you gave our ef-
forts to stamp out this subversive
influence in organized labor. He
believes your article hit the nail
on the head and hopes you will
keep up the fight because the
average worker does not realize
how dangerous these Trotskyists
are. . .’

No, the average worker i
coming to realize that the Trot.
skyists are implacahle enemies of

STALINIST
PRESS AT
WORK

capitalist reaction und the mosi
uncompromising defenders of the

interests of labor. The average
worker is coming to realize this
in part hecause of the courageous
and principled stand of the Troi-
skyists in the Minneapelis Labor
Case and the wide-spread sup-
port their defense has gained in
the labor movement. And the
average worker is also realizing
more and more that Tebin and
his new.found cronies, the Stalin.
ists, are their deadly enemies,
who are seeking to “intreduce
ganpgsier methods of slander,
terrorism and mvurder against the
militant and progressive forces in
the laber movement.
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The Commg Struggle At The UAW Convention

(Continned from page 1)

for wage increases beyond the Little Stee] farmula, made by virtually
every oniom, are being interminably stalled through the War I.fabor
Board.

The demand for a general wage increase for the General Motors
workers has been kicked around for months in WLB panel hearings,
which finally concluded that the WLB has no power to grant wage

- fncreases beyond the Little Stee} formula, The key Steel Wage case
hag been bogged down for over 8 menths in farcical WLB hearings.
Roosevelt and his WLB agents have openly supported the false claim
that the cost-of-living rise has heen negligible, while the CIQ-AFL
survey reveals at least a 45.8 percent increase in living costs since
Januaxry 1941, 830 per cent above the 15 per cent rise covered by the
Little Steel formula.

This tightening of the wage freeze has been accompanied by a
general union-busting campaign within the planis. Intensified speed-
tip hag followed from the curtailment of cost-plus contracts. Collec-
tive bargaining has broken down, as the corporations toss the
simplest grievances inte the WLB swamp. Corporsiion provecations,
the firing of union leaders and militants en flimey pretexis have
become aimost dsily ocenrrences.

POLICIES OF INTERNATIONAL
EXECUTIVE BOARD

And now, the auto workers are getting a preview of Lhe goming
period, with the increase in war contraet terminations and produe-
tion entbacks, Tens of thousands of auto and aireraft workers have
been laid-off, reduced to lower paying jobs, er suffered cuis in their
weekly earnings through drastic redquetion 1n werking hours. Holding
the club of insecurity over the workers’ heads, the corporations have
bhecome bolder each pussing day in their attempts to undermine the
unions,

" The no-strike pledge has thus hecome an intolerable noose around
the throats of the workers, Thelr efforts to brezk out of this noose,
which the top leadership seeks Lo tighten, have found increasing ex-
pression in a growing series of ‘‘wildeat” sirikes. The ranks of the
UAW have ever more clearly indicated their desire for g retnrn te
the methods of direct union action in order to defend their rights,
keep their still-existing gains and preserve the very existence of
their organizations,

But the Internstional Executive Board has opposed the peolicy
of militant resistance to the attacks of the corporations and gov-
ernment. Instead, it has been directing heavier and heavier fire
against the militant locals and local leaders, Iis course of grovelling
hefore the corporations and centering its full attack upon the ranks
was cleprly defined at its meeting in Los Angeles last March.

At this meeting, as a demonstrative expression of its servile
policy, the Board adopted a virtual declaration of “unconditional
surrender” to the corporations and established the procedure for
penalizing workers forced to strike. Although acknowledging the res-
nonsibility of company prevoeations and contract. viglationsg for the
current strike wave, the Board's-resolution wound up by attacking

Workers wave their hands from the windows of one of the
and made labor history in 1937,

Scene from 1937 Sztdown Strikes

huge anto plants during the sit-down strikes that built the UAW

the strikers and threatening reprisal sgainst them by withholding
union benefits and International support from victimized strilers.
This resclution emboldened the corporations and hammered down the
wedge hetween the cowardly leadership and the militant ranks.

COMPANIES AND THOMAS AGAINST MILITANTS

On the heels of this meeting Ford intensified its afiacks upon
the members of the Aircraft Division of Ford Local 600 by the
“disciplinary suspension” of three workers, two of them ex-marines
with medical discharges, for smoking in g lavatory. This pfovoked a
heated demonstration of several hundred workers last March at
the company’s labor relations effice. Management immediately fired
ten workers. The International Board publicly denounced-the work-
ers involved and UAW President R. J, Thomas addressed an open
Ietier to the Ford Local leaders demanding that they take “drastic
and effective action™ againt ghe militant workers. This further en-
couraged management to fire or suaspend 20 more workers,

The incensed Ford workers then waiked out and established
picket lings and barricades before the plant entrances, The Interna-
tional leaders immediately intervened against the workers and drove
them back te their jobs. By this time, the list of company-victimized
workers had grown to 121, . X

This policy of the top wnion leadership did not pass unchallenged.
Ford Aireraft Division of Local 600 responded with a meeting at
which the workers put forth two motions: a demand for a special
TAW convention te rescind the no-strike pledge; a eall for a strike
vote under the Smith-Connallysact and government operation of the
plants. The lesders arbitrarily declared the motions out of order and
adjourned the meeting. However, the workers continued the meet-
ing with their unit Vice-President and_adopted both motions over-
whelmingly. )

Other sirikes broke forth asgainst management union-busting
provoecations. In rapld order there was a two-weeks strike of Republic
Aireraft workers against a wage-cut, a militant sirike of Pord work-
ers in Windsor Canada, apgainat the abrogation of the unien contraet,
strikes at Motor Products, Briggs and other Detroit plants. The top
leadership in every case drove the workera back into the plants
without any settlements and with outstanding militants left out on

Joming their husbands and brothers on the picket line and bring-

ing food io the men “sitiing in,” the members of the Women's
Auxiliary played an impertant role in winning the 1937 strikes.
The group pictured above carries its own placard demanding Equal
Pay for Men and Women for the same work.

FOII RISING SGAI.E OF WAGES
TO MEET THE RISING PRICES

The Fourth Internaticnal dee-

lares uncompromising war on the
politice of 1he capitalists which,
to a considerable degree, ke the

_ politics of their agents, the re-
formists, aims to place the whole
brirden of miittarism, the crisis,
the disorganization of the mone-
tary system and ail their scourges
stemming from capitallsm's death
agony, upon the backs of the foil-
exrs. The Fourth International
demands employment and decent
living eonditions for all.

Neither monetary inflation noxn
stabilization can serve ag slog-
ans for the proletariat because
these are but two ends of the
same stick. Against a bounding
riee in priees, which with the ap-
proach of war will assume san
ever more unbridled character,
one can fight only under the slo-
gan of a sliding scale of wages.
This means that collective agree-
ments should assure an automatic
rise in wages in relation to the
increase in prices of consumar

goods,
Under the menace of iis own
digintegration, the proletariat

cannot permit the transformation
of an increasing section of the
workers into chronieally unemp-
loyed paupers, living off the slops
. of ‘a crumbling. society. The right

te employment i the only seri-
ous right left to the worker in
a society based upon exploitation,
This right ioday is being shorn
from him at every step, Against
unemployment, “structaral” as
well ag “conjunctural,” the time
is ripe to advance along with the
slogan of public works, the slogan
of a sliding =scale of working
hours.

Trade unions and other mass
organizations should bind the
workers and the unempioyed to-
gether in the seolidarity of mutval
responsibility. On this basis, all
the work on hand would then be
divided among all existing work-
ers in accordance with how the
extent of the working week is
defined. The average wage of ev-
ery worker remains the same as it
was under the old working week,
Wages, under a strictly guarant.
eed minimum would follow the
movement of prices. It is impos-
sible to accept any other program
for the present catastrophic pe-
riod.

(From “The Founding Confer-
ence of the Fourth International,”
pp. 19-28. Published by the So-
eialist Workers Party, 1939; 128
pp. 25¢. Order from Pioneer Pub-
lishers, 116 University Place,

N.Y. 3 N Y

the sireets.

‘In addition tc the relatively wide-spread strike actions at that
time, one local after another adopted resolutions urging a special
convention to throw out the no-strike pledge, including Briggs Local
212, Motor Products Local 203, Budd Local 308, Dodge Truck Loeal
140, Chrysler Local 7, Fruehauf Trailer Local 99, Plint Chevrolet
Local 659.

The International Board then met in Minneapolis. It ignored
these local resolutions for a special convention. Instead, it reaffirmed
its “unconditional surrender”, policy, ence more castigated the de-
fensive actions of the workers and dispatched emissaries to break
those strikes still in progress. At this same meeting, the leadership
made initial preparationy for a truce in their cld cligue struggle in
order to weld a united front against the militant ranks,

THE STRUGGLES OF CHRYSLER LOCAL 490

Shortly after its Minneapolis meeting, the Tniernational Boasrd
had = new opportunity to prove its “responsibility” to the corpora-
tions and government. This was the loeckout of the Highland Park
Chrysler workers. Foliowing s whole series of proveeations, the
company locked out a number of workers, for allegedly preventing
an AFL man during the Coca-Cola strike from entering the plant
premises. The locked-out workers included union stewards and com-
mittesmen,

Fite Chrysler workers answered thig provocation with picket
lines. Immediately they were sublected to an ali-out attack in the
press and over the radic, not only on the part of manazgpement and
the government agencies, but by the top UAW officialy as well
Thomas and Addes issued an ultimatum to end the strike in 24 hours
or “drastic action would be taken.’ Addes and Reuther personally
sddressed a strikers meeting with “back-to-work” pleas and threats.
Thomas and Addes then used the radic and Big Business press to
urge the Chrysler workers fo break their own picket line,

Finally threats of establishing s dictator-administrator over
Chyysler Loeal 490 and an order for the local leaders to stand trial
before the International Board forced the local hoard to call off the
picket line in order to prevent further victimization. At a Board
hearing, which lacked even a constifutional guorum, ail loeal officers
were summarily removed and Leo LaMotte, Chrysler Director, was
appointed administrator over Local 480,

Protesting this sction of the Board, the Chrysier workers apain
went on strike. This was called off two days later at a heated local
mesting. But the workers clearly expressed their sentiments, de-
manding a fighting policy for the international union and reinstate-
ment of the fired workers, fixing full responsibility for the strikes
on the corporation and calling for the rescinding of the no-strike
pledge.

EATEST CONFLICTS BETWEEN
RANKS AND LEADERS .

All the Issnes dividing the militant ranks froms the gervile. lead-
ership have been posed ever more sharply by the most recent strike

struggles, the two walkonis at Detroit Chevrotet Gear and Axle and

-

the current stoppage of Ford Local 460 members at the Ford High-
land Park plant. In the GM-Chevrolet strikes, eorporation prevoca-
tion was clear and admiitted by the International leaders. Never-
theless, they acted as strikebreakers, ramoved the local officers by
bureaneratic decision, and gave the cue to the company to fire seven
local officers in violation of a WLB order. This time, the Board was
compelled to soften its action by reappointing the local officera under
an administrator, loudly and unsuccessfully appeszling to the WLB
against the firings, and promising to see.that the local demands
against speedup would he satisfactorily settled.

The latest conflict between the raunks and the leaders oecurred
last week in the Ford Local 400 strike. There Richard T. Leonard,
Ford Division Diractor, was roundly booed at a meecting of the strik-
ers for attempting to organize 4 back-to-work movement and was sub-
sequently chased from the seene when he appeared at a plant gate
early in the morning and tried to order the workers into the plant.
Significantly, strikers were wearing jackets heanng the slogan,
“Serap the No-Strike Pledge—Local 400.”

This slogan reflects the awareness of the workers of the need
for & broader and more basic solution to their problems than the
episodic and isolated strikes which have been the primary means of
resistance to the anti-labor offensive, While supporting every strug-
gle of the auto workers, The Militant has nevertheless repeatedly
pointed out the limitations of local and isolated struggles which by
their very nature seldom prove effective and often result in the vic-
timization of the most militant local members and leaders.

Confronting the UAW workers at the forthcoming convention is
the imperative need for adopting a whole new fighting program and
electing a completely new leadership from the ranks, a leadership
which will guide and ingpire the unien in action to fulfill that preo-
gram. The adoption of such a program and the election of such a
leadership, however, can be achieved only in a deliberate and organ.
ized sfruggle against the present top leaders. That requires a firm
grouping of the milifanis based on a clear program of their own and
divorced fram all previous ties with the old ieadership or any sec-
tion of it.

FORMATION OF A NEW MILITANT GROUPING

"Evidence that an important section of UAW rank and file mili-
tants and local leaders are beginning to grasp the need for such an
independent progressive grouping avound a militant program is
vevealed in the recent formation of an independent militant caucus,
with a program centered primarily around the demand for rescinding
the no-strike pledge. This group at the very start aitracted signif-
fcant support from officers and leading committeemen of a dozen
or more important localg in the Detroit area.

This group, in the process of development and erystallization, is
an extremely hopeful sign, although it still contains tendencies op-
posed to a fully-rounded, effective program and some who are stiil
reluctant to sever completely their ties with zll the present inter-
national leaders and power cligues.

There is a tendency which thinks that all the auto werkers prob-
lems will be solved simply by elimination of the no-strike pledge,
They fzil to take into account the fundamental problem: that the
basic issues gonfronting the workers today can and wil be solved,
in the final analysis, only by political means. Every issue of the
workers versus the employers, even the most minor, has long since
become an iséne between labor and the Big Business government.
The period of mass unemployment and starvation which looms ahead,
the unfolding of an all-out corporation-government offensive against
the labor movement, dictates the need for a program of independent
political action through an independent party of labor based on the
trade unions .which will fight for a fundamental program against
the financial parasites and monopolists and for jobs, permanent
security and a decent standard of living for all workers.

The need for such an independent labor party has been partially
recognized through the formation of the Michigan Commonwealth
Federation as an independent party in the main stronghold of the
auto workers. Despite its deficiencies thiz party, which has seeured
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= its chief support {rom the militant autoe workers, has already served

to awaken nany thousands of Michigan workers and inspire them
to take the road of independent political action, Many of the leading
elemeniz in the new group have taken an active part in the MCEF
movement.

An jnitial test of the new militant grouping within the UAW was
i provided by the Michigan State CIQ Convention in July. Here this
group, still in its early and formative stages, led a fight against the
,no-strike pledge. Due Lo lack of serious organization and preparation
for the floor struggle this fight lost much of its potential effective-
ness. Nevertheless, againt the combined opposition of the entire CIQ
"and UAW top leadership, the bureawersatic conduet of the chair and
the large concentration of delegates from Stalinist-influenced white
coliar unians, one third of the delegales supported a minority report
to rescind the no-strike pledge. In the election of state officers, the
militant group displayed a further weakness when it ereated confu-
sion on the key issue of leadership by supporting certain candidates
who also ran oh the slates of the Addes and Reuther cliques,

THE FIGHT AGAINST THE NO.STRIKE PLEDGE

The fight on the no-strike pledge at the State. C1O convention
provided a preview of the {emper of the auto workers and the fer-
ment in their ranks. This points te a possible show-down fight against
the ne-strike pledge at the UAW convention. That the workers in
the locals are determined to press this fight has been further con-
firmed by the action {aken in a number of locals whoae delegates
at the State CIO convention viclated the mandaties of their mem-
berships to vote against the ne-strike pledge. These delegates have
been virtually assured defeat in running for delegate posts to the
AW convention.

The entire International leadership is making preparations to
repel the anticipated offensive against the no-strike pledge, All the
heavy artillery of the CIO officials and the Roosevelt administration

| will be trained once more upen the UAW convention, in an effort to

frustrate the cleay desires of the rark and file. THe union leadership
sgain counts primarily upen acvobatic flag-waving to divert the
delegates. from adopting a fighting program of action against the
anti-labor consequences of the capitalist war., UAW President
Thomas i8 sight-seeing the Lattle-frents of Normandy prior to the
eonvention precigely in order to pick-up more jinge ammunition to
hurl at the convention delegates.

UAW RANKS MUST CHOOSE A NEW LEADERSHIP

At the same time, as the convention nears, reports are circalat.
ing to the effect that, despite their wnity against the ranks on all
fundamental issues, the two top power.cligues are preparing to turn
the convention into another disgraceful factional scuabble for con-
trol of the union apparatus. Deals are being made, double-crosses
are being prepared. These will come out in the eourse of the con-

vention. As before such vnprincipled faction fights will only serve to
confuse the real issues and prevent adequate dlscussmn of the de-
cisive questions.

Reuther, it i8 rumored, is planning once more to play the false
role of “militant” in order to gzin the leadership of the pregressive
forces and disorient their fight against the no-sirike pledge. The
Reutherites are said to be adopting the strategy of proposing a
referendum on the no-strike pledge as against its outright revocation
by the convention. The purpose of such a proposal would be to stall
-off any clear-eut decision. Just as the Michigan IO leaders violated
the convention decision to hold 2 referendum on the labor party, so
the UAW leaders, if they cannot secure s vote reaffirming the no-
strike pledge, would unquestionably prefer a vote for a referendum
which would permit them fo shelve the fight on the ne-strike pledge
after the eonvention,

This aute workers convention can open a new and glorious
chapter in the struggle of the American workers in defense of their
rights and eonditions. That struggle will have to be based ot a fight-
ing program, the first plank of which must be, “Scrap the No-Strike
Pledge.” That program must also include the demand for withdrawal
of labor support from the War Labor Board and putting an end‘to
company-unionism in politics by building an independent Labor Party.
. A successful fight for this program must begin with an organs
ized struggle of the militants against the treacherous top feadership
of Thomas-Addes-Reuther-Frankensteen, This leadership witl have to
be repudiated and eliminated before the UAW-CIO decks can be
cleared foy action. The auto workers need o elect a militant leader-
ship pledged to carry out this program of independent economic and
pelitical struggle against the corporations and their governmental
agents of the Democratic and Republican parties.
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Working Class Of Paris And Its Glorious
- Traditions In The Revolutionary Struggle

By Ruth Johnson

The tumultucus developments of the past week have brought
forth in the press many references to the revolutionary tradi-
tions of Paris, By deliberately twisted references to the “traditions
of the French Revolution of 1789,” the capitalist commentators
seek to conceal the vital working-class traditions of the French
capital.

For the workers of France, of Europe, and of the entire
world, however, the glorious iraditions of Paris mean precisely
those events which the capitalist press so fearfully conceals:
the workers’ insurrection of @ )
June, 1848 against the capitai- |beyond its courageous but form-
ist regime; the immortal Paris |less revolt of 1843. But, like the
Commune of 1871 : the sit-down 1848 z‘nsurlrectlon, the Commune
strikes of 1936, in which the | **% historically premature. The

L capitalist government was able to
greatest factories of France were

A ; ; | conquex the Commune and to
-occupied by the working class! | gy5vm it in blood. One hundred
JULY 1848

thousand of the most highly

. skilled workers of Pariz were

The first wave of proietan'an murdered, exiled, or jailed — the

vevolution in Paris, the brief in- | niir0 tfeadership of the working

surrection of 1548, followed the|.)u55 of France wiped out at one
congquest of power hy the Repub-
Hican elements of the rising cap-

blow!
italist class. Aided by the work-

Terrible as was the massacre

of the Communards for the work-
e¢rs whoe had goed reason to seek.
the overthrow of King Louis

ers, it was a cosily victory for the
: ¢ . French capitalists, for it set back
Philippe,  the representatives of | by o peneration the industrial de-
the capitalists won control of par-| velopment of the nation and ex-
Hament. But once in power, the| posed forever the naked brutality
capitalists turned against the(of capitalist rule. The massacre
workers who raised the demand | ..vealed to the workers of the
for a “social republic.”” The capi- [ werld, how readily national capi-
talist government hroke its y
pledges to the workers, banished

talist rivals abandon their quar-

. A\ rels for territory and warkets to
the unemployed of Paris fo dis-
tant provinces, denied the work-

join in the crushing of the pro-
ers’ demands, deliberately prov- )

letariat!
oked the workers to premature From the insurrection of 1848
insurrection. In July 1848 for

the workers of Paris learned the
five days the workers hattled he-

need of a program of clear-cut
. ; lass aims. Fr f u

roically, before succumbing to the eas om the Commune

gupertor sirength and organiza-

the workers learned the form
which their goverament must
take: the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, exercised through work-
ers’ councils. The workers of
Paris have given stil} another
weapon to the workers of the
world, the sit-down strike devised
in 1938 and gquickly copied by
workers in other nations, inclad-
ind our own.

1936 SIT-DOWN STRIKES

A great spontaneous wave of
%rikes swept over France from

ay 26 to June T of 1936, reach-
ing its highest point in Paris,
where the workers took posses-
sion of the huge Citroen and Re-

Twenty-three years later, the
workers of Parts, toward the end
of the Franco-Prussian war, rose
up and estsblished the immortal
Paris Commune — the first work-
ers’ state in history. For sevently-
one days they maintained their
Cominune inside the besieged city,
while they fought off the armies
of the French capitalists, whose
ranks had been swelled by Big-
marck’s “gifi” of thousands of
prisoners of war. In its short ex-
istence, the Commune set a2 ree-
ord of achievements which still
inspire the workers of the entire

world. navlt aute factories. The werk-
PARIS COMMUNE ers demanded shorter hours, high-
The Commine replaced -the | oty o Pazis, the workers ad-

ded to the demand for reforms,
a political demand for s funda-
mental change in the govern-
ment itself. The Parisian work-
ers raised the red flag over the
plants, burned the capitalist pa-
pers, L’Intransigeant and Le Soir,
X and attacked the presses. The
andoned or closed by their OWH-| parisian workers were ready to

It. established a new kind of | confiscaie the plants and move on
governing body, combining exeeu- | i, ihe conquest of power; Paris

tive and legislative functions, | gi60d on the threshold of revolu-
elected by universal suffrage, and | jon!
serving at working men’s Wages. | Tn 1936 the historieal conditions
This was the pattern upor which | Jacking in 1848 and 1871, weére
the Soviets were buill in Russia | ryifilled. The French capitalist
during the 1905 Revolution, and| class had outlived its usefulness;
perfected by the Bolskevik Revo-| production undex its rule could no
lution of 1917, longer expand, but only diminish.
In twenty-three years, the Pa-| The working class was weli-knit,
ris working class had gone farlpowerful, cager to struggle. Only

slanding army by the universal
arming of the people, It proclaim-
ed the separation of church and
state, the nationalization of all
church preperty. Ii issued a de-
cree inrring over fo the conirol

one vequirement was lacking, a
rvevoiutionary party capable
teading the workers to power.

talism bought, by a few paltry

ers have been slain,

once moere raise their heads, it

SHOD TALKS
0N SOCIALISM

J

Paris Comm

Drawing of scene in the Paris
viets. The picture shows a district committee of the Communards,
men and women, workers, soldiers, and intellectuals, who were cre-

ating, in the words of Lenin, “a new type of state—the Workery
State.”

'REAL MOT

une in Action

Last week WPB Chairman
Donald Nelson urged Congress
to enact a law providing severe
penalties for any government
employe who divulges “in any
manner any information which
was committed in confidence to
the War Production Board.”

REAL AIMS

As Nelson explained it, the
ostensible purpose .of this mea-
sure would be to prevent “trade
secrets” of one firm (rom getting
into the possession of its compe-
titers through government sour-
ces. Actually, such a measure
cowld be emploved for suppres-
sing disclosurers of fraudulert
practices, wasteful .production
methods, cost-padding and pro-
fiteering—all of which are cover-
ed by the term “business se-
crets.” -

Under the system of monopoly
capitalism the primary objective
of “business secrets” is fo con-
ceal the criminal practices and

PueroRican Rebel
Leader Faces New
Threat of Prison

NEW YORK, Sept. 1 — A pub-
Yic eampaign to secure a full Pre-
sidential pardon for Dr. Pedro
Albizu Campos, leader of the
Puerto Rican Nationalist {(Inde-

Commune, forerunner of the So-

of

This final -condition, however,
proved decisive. ‘The mass of
the workers were {ied to the Com-
munist Party and the Socialist
Party. Stalin was willing to sell
out the working class of France
to maintain his military =zliiance
with French imperialism. The
timorous Socialist Party feared
revelution above all eise. Both
parties urged the workers to go
back, to trust the pro-capitalist
Popular Front government, to
wait for reforms. French capi-

wage concessions, a breathing
spell which prepared for the rep-
ressions of Daladier and the war
in which millions of French work-

COMING REVOLUTION

Today, as the workers of Paris

is well to recall the words of
Engels, wyitten in 18%1. “Thanks
to the economic and political dev-
elopment of France since 17897
Engels said in his infroduction to
Marx’s Civii War in France, “Pa-
ris has for fifty years been placed

in the pesition that no revole-
3

pendence) party, and to prevent
tion could hreak out there with-
out assuming z proletarian char-
acter.” How frue and important
are those words teday, in consid-
ering events to come!

gram, national secretary of the
Workers Defense League.

BUSINESS SECRETS

his being refurned to prisen was ¢
announced today by Morris Mils N

: to lay bare, as Trotsky put it,
“Dr. Albizu Campos was ¢on-|“that unconscionable squandering

IVES FOR

hidden profite of the owning class
from the people. The war has
given Big Business unbounded
opportunities to reap profits on
& scale never realized hefore.
Under the guise of “patriotism”
and “wartime necessity” the cap-
italist plunderbund hes lcoted the
public treasury, grabbed up na-
tural resources, strengthened its
strangleholdonproduction,
These are *“business secrets”
which the corporations now more
than ever seek fo conceal from
the workers, who are being com-
peiled to pay the costs of the war
through frozen wages, extortion-
ate payroll taxes, and soaring
prices.
Leon Troisky, in his program-
matic document for the Fourth
International, ““The Death Agony
of Capitalismm and the Tasks of
the Fourth International,” ex-
posed the true character of “bu-
siness secrefs’:
“The motivation offered for the
principle of business ‘secrets’ is
ostensibly, as in the epoch of lib-
eral capitalism, that of free ‘com-
petition.” In reality, the trusts
keep no secreis from one another.
The business secrets of the pre-
sent epoch are part of a persi-
stent plot of monopoly capital-
ism aganst the interests of so-
viety, Proiects for limiting the
autocracy of ‘economic rovalistg’
will continue te be pathetic
farces as long as private owners
of the social means of preduction
can hide from producers and con-
sumers the machinations of ex-
ploitatiion, robbery and fraud. The
abolition of ‘business secreis’ is
he first step towards actual con-
rol of industry.”

It is the duty of organized labor

By V. Grey

“Hub!"” anorts Scissorbill Sam, the bosses’ mar, “So every-
one will have $16,000 under sccialism? That don’t mean a thing.
Why, Morgan and the smart guys will get it back from you jerks
in a month and you'll all be back where you started from.”

Scissorbill is mistaken. First, socialism isn't geing to just give
everyone $10,000 with & bang. There isn't that much money. Second,
the money thst the fellows do have, nc one is going to steal away
from them, because the workers’ government we areg going io
establish wilt prevent that sort of thing. '

Socialism may very likely give us all an income in the neighhor-

hood of $10,000 a year after a short iime of planned production.
By cutting out all waste and foolishness, increasing production, by
organizing it on a national and international scale, cutting out the
bosses” blood-and-sweat money, $10,000 a year is a realizable income
for every worker.
But that's only $200 a week. If 3 workingman chose to gamble
that away every week instead of buying 2 house and car and things
for the family, why he'd still have his income the next week be-
cause he’d own a share in production. Just like in our day mil-
lionaire Temmy Manville can buy one wife after another, pay them
all alimony, and still have money the next week because hie had an’
Income of several thousand a week from his share in production.
The only gdifference is that the worker would have the share he's
entitled to by working for it, whercas Manvilie, a capitalist, has
the much bigger share that the capitalist system gives him without
working for it.

HOW THE RICH MAKE THEIR MONEY

Of course, it isn't so likely that a marn in his senses is going
te throw awsy 200 dollars a week, Everybody we know in the shop
today who's getting a lot of overtime in, or working that lousy
piecework at the other end, is either trying to buy a house, or saving
a few bucks for after the war. There are a couple of tough cases
that twenty five and thirty years work for this wonderful company
have made punch drunk. They throw away the litile they have be-
cause they've been through toe much and they’ve lost ali hope, But
in the main & few drinks on pay day seem io be the extent of any
extravagance you might notice around here. .
But suppose everyone did have 10,000 in cash, Seissorbili’s idea
is that they’d all lose it playing crap or push it over the har. Or
else someone would fleece themi with worthless oil stock or sell
thera the Brooklyn Bridge. The idea being that's the way people get
rich today, so why wouldn’t they do it under socialism?

If you stop fo think of if, though, you'll see that the really
rich people didn’t get that way by playing a few hands of poker.
In fact, they often drop thousands of doilars in the games at Monte
Carle, Reno, Tia Juana, New York, etc. To ihem it's iust Hke
pitching pennies. The rich get their money directly out of produc-
tion—out of the things we prodyce for them—out of their owner-

Although reports in the capi-
talist press on recent occurrences
are sparse and censored, they in-
dicate that the workers of Paris
took . the initiative through strik-
es and armed resistance in the
uprising against the Nazis and

vieted in 1936 on the charge of |of human labor which is the re-
conspiring to overthrow th e|splt of capitalist anarchy and
United States g e vernmen £ (naked pursuit of profit.” To that
by force though his movement |endd the unions must counter the

has a record of mon.viclent| apitalist claim of “inviolability”
action surpassing that of the In-[gor “huciness secrets” with the

hundred-year struggle against na-
tive capitalist rule

Milgrar.
jury disagreed, six Americans vot-

against the French capitalist col-
laborators. These workers of Pa-

dia Congress P?rty',” said Mz, demand:
“in his first trial the |,

“Open. the beoks and
cords of the corporations!”

ing guilty and six Puerto Ricans
voting not guilty. He was conviet-
ed in the second frial by a jury
consisting of ten Americans and
two Puerto Ricans, employees of
the big American sugar interests.
“Mr Eimer Ellsworth, 2 member
of the convicting jury, who repu-
diated his vote for conviction,
charpges that the jury was pached
by jmportant officials of the big
American corporations which were
annoved by Dr. Albizu Campos’
tabor activities and his agitation
for independence, which might
have seriously affected their fin-
ancial interests, Among the corpo-
rations represented on the jury
were: The Nat. City Bank, The
Chase Nat. Bank, The Armour
Fertilizer Co., The Radio Cor-
poration of America, Internation-

ris fought, nol in order io defend
the historically outlived ideas and
aims of the bhourgeois reveolution
ef 1788, as the capitalist press
wishes the worid to believe, but
to pave the way for the realiza-
tion of the program of socialism.

There is every reason e expect
that in the revolutionary strug-
ples ahead the French workers
will remember and apply the les-
gons they have leaimed in their

and foreign
demination. ’

The Commune, ia the form eof
workers' soviets, will be rehorn
and make Paris once ‘again a
strongheld of ‘the preletarian rev-
olution.

How Mexican Stalinists Betrayed
The Masses To Their Exploiters

Y
e’

a] Teiephone and Telegraph, The
Puerto. Rican Ceal Company, The
Puerto Rican Steel Company, The
United States Rubber Company |
and The Caterpillar Tractor Com-
pany.

“Though he was sentenced to

By A. Roland

‘The presidential clections of 1940 in Mexico were interpreted
by the Stalinists as a decisive slruggle between democracy and
fascism. The “official” candidate Camacho was touted as the
champion of democracy. The reactionary General Almazan was,
it seemed, asking.for the votes of the Mexicans in order to in-
troduce 4 totalitarian regime. The support given Avila Camacho
by the government in power—naturally including the backing
of the armed forces-—made it a'® -
foregoue conclusion that Al- | Cardenas. These comrades were
mazan would be defeated, The Z;;ﬁ;_adg“oﬁnt{he y::;,er;ﬁf:;? n;}
formality of (\lolllllg did _not a} Avila Camaeho falls, comrades, it
ﬁz\[”l:;iaanr: (;1;111;2;;? ’!:etg];z]te 1[(1}6 will be succeeded by a rvightism,

not a leftist, regime. You must
votes of opponents would be [ gpen your eyes and understand
counled.

y this. think with your heads, lake
The workers were far from |account-of the situation in Mexico
enthusged during the campaign or

loday, comrades!”
after the “ehoice” of Camacho.

Yel here was a leadership ask-
ing these conscious workers, at s
momenl when Llhey fell sironger
than ever before in Mexican his-
tory, 1o permit the bourgecisie
to wipe out all these gains. And
without a strnggle, ' since that
eould only bring on fascism! One
can conceive of no greater be-
trayal. It is not lhe workers who
are ignorant; it is Toledano who
wishes to foist ignorance on the
working class. The eatire his-

every fascist victory, show thatl
once Lhe slruggl\é reaches a orit-
ical slage the working class will
undergo defeat and the hellish
yoke of fascism if it retreats in-
stead of advancing. 1The Toled-

An amazing speech! Evidently
Even those who had Leen misled

the workers were thinking with
By the empty pbrases of Toled- | their feet and moviag away from
ano., were soon angered by the

leaders whose whole poliey was
attacks on working class righie [ being discredited by the guick-
of Lhe new regime. They were [march of the bourgeoisie to the
especially incensed by ihe at

right. 1t was not only that ihe
tempt to evase Ariicle 123 — the | proletarial felt incensed at the
zo-called Bill of Righis of Mexi-| collaboration of some of theip
can Labor — from the Constitu- | leaders with Lhe reaclionary re-
tion. Touledano found it increas-

gime; they were all the more
fngly mnecessary 1o explain why | cutraged-al the preaching of such
the Stalinists had been so insist-

defeatisin even before any battle
ent in thelr support of General|bhad Dbeen joined. The working
Camacho, 1t seems they had heen

ciass had made tremendons strides
misundersiood. It was not thal|during the period of styugele
Camacho was himself a great de- | againsl the foreign impervialists.
mograt. but rather that ke was | Tiwe, this was because the Mex-
the lesser evil.

ican capitalists had felt the need
of mass support at a critical time,
TOLEDANO'S BETRAYAL by
Vicentle Toledano made this rev-

But the workers had learned to
press  for iheir own demands.
ealing speech in July 1942: “Ii is | they had organized consciously as
necessary to recognize the condi- 12 clags. they had bhegun to perti-
tions existing in Mexice today.|cipale in the admivistraiion of
There are comrades who thought
that when the new government

They even possessed the

avos hope 1o smother the bourge-
ofsie into friendliness by their
carelessnesa, Theirg is the Stalin-
ist line of preventing the proletar-
ian vevolution at all costs, includ-
ing the yie'ding up of all gains
without a fight in order to placate
the capitalist ruling class.

it is not only Lhe present ruling
cligue in Mexico thal desired the
war in order to drown out al)l op
pogilion under the guise of pros-
ecuting Lhe ‘war. The Stalinists
also welcomed the declaration of
war — indeed, they clamored for
it — since Lhis would serve to
cover their policy of betrayal as
well. They feel that they can bet-
ter carry out their vicions attack
against honest, revolulionary
working ciass leaders under the
aegis of war than during tlme of
peace. Al who advocale milifant
acliow on the part of the {ollers,
can Lhen be labelled as heing op-
posed to the war,

indusiry. They had powerful uvu-
came in, it would continue the

ions,
game policies as those of General

working clasg militia.

advantage of an armed, trzined

tory of out epoch, the lessons of |

The Trotsky-
isls who dre opposed to the war

six vears in prison and four
years suspended sentence, Dr. Al-
hizu Campos actually served over
seven years, as the time he spent
in iail in Puerte Rico during his
appeal was nol counted. Since
being released on parole in 1943,
Dr. Albizu Campos has been in
Columbus hespital in New York
recovering from illnesses con-
tracted in prison.

“The original trial judge, 2
forimer governor of Seouth Caro-
tina named Cooper, is now at-
tempting to return Albizu Cam-
pos Lo prison on the grounds that
he has not complied with parole
regulations, Albizu Campos has
refused to report to the parele
agents because of his almost reli-
gicus eonviction thai  Paerto
Rico is vightfully independent
and thal he cannot recognize any.
legal right of the United States
government over him.

“It is extremely important that
all  right thinking Americans
write at once to President Roos-
evelt and Attorney General Fran-
¢is Biddle, Department of Justice,
Washington, D. (., requesting a
full pavdon for Dr. Pedro Albizu
Campos.”

a ‘whipped-up campaignh ol terrer.
The Mexican Stalinists have been
well-trained also in the use o
the one unfalling weapon in the
arsenal of Yhe Kremlin — slandey
and calnmny. The Toledanos iry
to ereate the usuzal amalgam be
tween the vanzuard of ihe work-
ing class and the most reactlon-
ary elemenl among ibe bourge-
oisic—in Mexico the Sinarquists.

RESULTS OF WAR

The war may serve Lo postpone
the show-down in° Mexiro. That
is indeed partly the runclion ot
every lmperialist wav; the capi-
talists aim {o shut oif the class
struggle at home that is tending
1o result in civil war. They in-
verl the formula of J.enin. They
want Lo turn ihe civil war inte
imperialist war. Bul war has nev-
er yvet solved the problem. Not
only does il clamp the lid on a
pot ready te boil, but it serves
aiso to build up pressure all the
more.  In Mexico the war is cre-
ating sharper cleavages because
of economic inflation which robs
both workers and middle class.
The struggle against the condi-
tiens created by the wsrr can
hardly be long postponed. The
workers will Tearn in this fight
also ihaf the Sialinists have
nothing Lo propose but a program
of defeatism and betrayal.

The Mexican prolelariat will
learn the real meaning of Stalin-
ism nol enly in their immediale
experiencesrat home, bui [rom
the wore and more opeily reae-
tionary conduct of Sialinism on
the world arena, U is this more
than anything else that wil}
cauge the campalgn of the perfi-

the true working class militants
to fail utierly of its purposerof
severing all honds betweén the
revotutlonists and thc workers.
The same thing hoids true in
Mexico as everywhere else, that
the victory of the oppressed peo-
ple of Mexico can be achieved
only with Lhe eradication of tbe
poigon of Btalintsm from Lhe body
of the working class. Tt can be
zecomplished  only  through the
wise guidance of a truly devoted
leadership, that of the Trotsky-

can be subjected — and are — to

dious Stalinists of Mexico against | ist Fourth international,

Quick-Change °
Artist

“British interests required
us to keep out of the quarrel
which has brojien out in the
Far East angé not wantonly
throw away our old and valued
friendship with Japan. It was
the interest of the whole world
that law and order should be
established in the northern
part of China. .. The condition -
of China, plunged in a strange
combination of anarchy and
Communism was the cause of
boundless and inexpressible
misery to her industrious peos
pte. China was in the same
state that Indiz would fall into
if the guiding hand of England

was withdrawn.” — Winsten
Churchill, February 24, 1933.
' £ '

“On this day when China
embarks on her eighth year of
her fight for freedom, 1 send
to you, Mr. President, and to
the Chinese people whose spirit
vou personify, my best wishes
and those of all my country.
men. . . Whenr victory in the
West is won—and victery now
seems sure—we shall fulfill
our pledge to bring our whole
weight to bear on Japsn, an
enemy whose odious and bar-
bareus conduct hes filled the
hearis of my counirymen with
an implacable and remorseless
detestation.” — Winston Chur-
chill, message to Chiang HKai-
shek, July 7, 1944,

ship of the facteries and productive system of the country. That’s
where money is really made. No wealth is made at all without
production.

Once this handful of bloodsuckers no longer owned the factories
they would be helpless. Do you think they're going to be able to
get the factories back from our powerful workers’ government?
Some capitalist who might happen to know anything about the
factory at all we might possibly make an administrator of some
kind, but he will just be an employee, a worker, like anyone else,
And he'll get a workingman’s income. No dividend checks or bond
coupons {or ten thousand dollar night club parties, six-day alimonies
and 30 day toots. The dividends, if you want to cali them that, will
be ours. What we produce will belong to us. )

The warkers® government we will establish will sce fo it that
things stay that way. The bigpest crime will be for some individual
to try to restore the old dirty and crazy way of doing things by
attempting 4o take over a plant for himself.

HOW CAN THE BOSS COME BACK?

True, the former capitalist might not want to work for us.
He might not want to use hig “great brain” and his “wonderful
talents” in the service of the people who gave him their bleod and
muscles for genervations. He may figure on gefting all us people
back to work for him again instead of for ourselves. But how’s he
going to do it? He can’t save up enough dough to buy a factory.
Not at 200 per.

Well, he sees the boys playing crap in the wash room. Suppose
ke throws in a pair of loaded dice and wins the wheole plant from
them during lunch hour, In that case he will be the one who's
bought the Brooklyn Bridge~-hecause the shop will beleng to the
workers’ government, and i cannot be sold.

He'li have to work for his 200 the same as everyone else.
Everybody will be on the iookout for him. Tt won't be just a case
of his obeying the secialist law. But all the fellows and gifls will
help to enforce the law by seeing that this particular costomer
doesn’t get anything without working for it.

But let’s assume that we're dumb enough te be sorry for this
guy. We see how pushing a pen in the office for 2 lousy 260 dollars
& week js just wearing him out. Let's assume we're dumb encugh
to let him stop work and start robbing people again. For the sake
of argument with Scissorbill let’s assume =zl this.

All right. So he sets up a book in the back of a harber shop.
There's enough guys that follow the ponies. They will kick in 2
part of their wages every week, he thinks. But he'd be wrong.
When the fellows have 206 coming in every week, why should
they try to run it up to 1000 one week when the chances are twenty
to one against them? It's when a fellow’s hard up that he usually
wants to put his lust cent on a fong shot. When the cabbage is
coming n steady he's too busy painting his house, remodelling it,
| or thinking about & new one or something like that.

Or say this former Morgan or Rockefeller is such a very sharp
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operator that he sells shares in a perpetual motion machine or an
oil well that gushes gasoline. First i{ will be againot the law for
anyone to own shates in a company apart from the rest of the
people, We will all own the “companies” {ogether, and any indi-
vidual stock weould he confiscated. With people knowing this, who
would buy a gold Brick, genuine or otherwise?

Bu{ suppose by superhuman, or subhuman, cheating and thiev-
ery one of these seven day wonders picked up a hundred thou-
sand dollars in cash. What is he going to do with it? He couldn’t
buy hack his 47 roonmy mansion, because we'd be using that as one
of our summer homes for old people. He couldn’t build a new one
becavse we wouldn’t allow any more than ten roomsg or se for one
person. It wastes toe much building material. Of course, he might
try to dvink up 2 few thousand galions of liguor, and get s few
fools to help him. This would make him look and aet like a capital-
ist again., But he wouldn’t be one though. He wopldnt get that
big dividend check next month—he wouldn’t have thousands of
people continuously working for him.in “his” factory, making him -
and his c¢hildren wealthy forever,

How would he pei hold of a factery se he could do thish
How weuld he buy a mine or a2 big plantation? He wouldn’t. He
couldn't. Because it would he against our law. And if he somehow
got around the law and managed to start cut on a amall seale,
finding four or five rombies fo work for him (no sane, live people
wiil wark for less than they can make in their own socialist shops)
he’d soon have to go out of business anyway, because he could never
stand up against the competition of our mighty socialist industries.
We'd crush his cockroach carporation as easily as the big corpora-

tions crush their smaller competitors - today.
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“LAROR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN-
NOT BEMANGIPATE ITSRLE WHERE
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN I8
BRANDED

boest WART MARX.

Negro Struggle

By Charles Jackson

No Middle Ground

As a result of this present ar-
tificial wartime boom there are
many of us who have been fem-
porarily able to vise sbove our
previous econgmic stations in life,
This has caused guite a few of
the short-zighted brothers to
thumb their noses at the fuiure
and to sneer at the coming ac-
celevation of the class struggle.
They refuse to help point cut the
role the Negre must play if we

©are to survive and progress.

You may have heard one or
more of them. Their codty pal-
aver goes like this: “Yes, I know
the Negro workers are going io

. ¢calch hell ag soon asg the lay offs

and depression c¢ome but that
won't affect me. Tl be able to
get along on the money I've gotl
tucked away, so why should |
worry? 1 am an educated, res-
pectable Negro; a (ax payer whe
is belter of f financially than the
average workiny man. Because
of my position in life I can avoid
any persecution of tie masses
which may come,”

WIDE-SWEEPING

_ Almost every day, however,
sbine incident occurs that indi-
cates that “middle-class” Negroes
will inevitably be swept up and
carried in the wake of anti-Ne-
groism just the same as those who
work for wages. Racial preju-
-dice knows no economic diztine-
tions and 2 hrown man is hrown
for life. Strange as it may seem,
the skin color does not change
in accordance with the bank bal-
ance, In their attempls to -main-
tain economic oppression over zll
the working people the ruling
class will resort to igniting on a
natien-wide scale the well-laid
tinders of anti-Negroism, There
will be no compassion on “better
class” Negroes; there will be no
escape for the “talented tenth;”
there will be no middie ground.

In New Iberia, La. this year we
saw Negro professionals banished
from the town because they
were active in trying to set up
a branch of the NAACP and to
obtain some economic coneess-
ions for the Negroes. In Memph-
is, Tenn. we saw wealthy Dr. J. B.
Martm physically run out- of
town because he daved speak out
against the Crump machine, It
was alse here that a prominent
preacher was threatened with
violence hecause he allowed A.
Philip Randelph to speak in his
church Lo union members.

Reported this week from Came-:
ron, Texas was the.savage beat-
ing administereé te Cecil Poole, a
Newton County Agricaltoral Ex-
tension Agent, and his being run
out to town minus his belongings
and his job because he committed
the “crime” of voting in the July
elections and urped others to do
so. Although Newton County is
50% colored and although Poole
hails frem an ountstanding and
well-to-do Negro family, yet he
cannot return home if he values
his life,

LYNCH MOB

By far the best, (or wather,
worst}, example of the non-im-
munity of “better-class” Negroes
Lo the vicious poisons of anti-
Negroism was vevealed in the re-
cent. exposure gf the harbaric
lynching of the prominent Rev,
Isaac Simmons of Amite County,
Migs, This 66 year old farmer-
minister was the owner of a 220
acre tract of land, completely
debt-free (which is extremely un-
common in those parts} and rich
in timber. Furthermore, the land

Ask Your Shopmate to
Subscribe to The Militant

" whites mighe vent itgelf first —

had recently shown evidence of
containing heavy oil deposits.

Apparently thie whites in this
area decided that not this Negre,
but they, should reap the harvest
of the oil riches. The owner of
the adjoining property hegan pro-
vocations against Simmons by di-
recting him not to cut amy more
timber from his (Simmens’) land.
Rezlizing the obvious fact that
they simiply intended fo tazke his
land from him, Rev. Simmens
congulted fawyers in two of the
nearby towns in order te protect
his interests. Seeing that this
was a “‘smart nigger,” the whites
evidently decided to mrake an ex«
ample of him,

Six of them beat him up and
his 46 year old son, Eldridge Bim-
mens, cursed them gnd told Rev.
Simmons he shouldn’t have been
so “smart” as to seek legal aid,
Priving to a secluded spot, they
put 3 shotgun blasts in the €6
yenr old man’'s back and then
mutilated him, including eutting
out his tongue. After beating and
threatening the son if he told on
them, they finally let Wim go. The
son made the news knewn ar
divected the sheriff to the body
and alse named the five men which
were known to him. The sheriff
and the constable then arrested
young Simmons “for his own sa-
fety” and kept him in the cooler
for a month. They finally let
him go and advised that he leave
town. The official verdiet stated
that Rev. Simmons died at the
hands “of unknown parties.”

The son, through the NAACP,
has requested investigation by the
Governor of Mississippi and the
Attorney-General's office. He has
made public the names and ad-
dresses  of the lynehing pariy
members, It is extremely doubt-
fut whether they will be convicted

{Continued from page 1).

[ indicated that they <o not intend

te permit the French pecple to
determine their own destiny. in-
stead, ag in Italy, they propose to
subjugate the French masses and
impose upon them a subservlent
puppet-regime.

The independent rising of the
working masses evidentiy, took
the Allied and DeGauilist leaders
by complete surprise: It bLroke
out upon the m\tlatlve of Llhe
workers themselves without di-
rectives from the official leaders
of the resistance movement. This
has now been econfirmed by belat-
ed reports which are filtering
through the censorship.

STRIKE ACTIONS

The most mfermatwe and aun-
thoritative accourtt of the Paris
events is contained in an eye-wit-
ness report of a United Press cor-
respondent on August 29, Jean
Dte Gandt, the correspondent, re-
lates that: “‘The first effective
 blow of the French patriots was
a rajlroad strike on August 13,
Four French raflread men were
shot without trial, but the Ger-
mans saffered a severe hlow.

“The following day the Ger.

and sentenced or even hrought to
justice. Whether or not they are
is nowhere near as important as
is the lesson that Negre iatel-
lectizals should draw from this in-
famous excess of anti-Negroism.
This case was different in that it
showed a resentment of the
whites against the Negro simiply
because he stood to prosper from
the oil on his land — oil whieh,
for, tl;pghmqalter should be for the
good of mankind and not for ex-
pleitation by any one man,

CAN'T IGNORE FIGHT

it may well be, then, that the
anger of & misdirected mob of

instead of last — on the “better
class” Neproes. ‘These are the
ongs who think they can ignore
the class giruggle because they
have confidence in finding some
haven by virtue of their money
where they will be protected from
the interracial chazos that is sure
to be instigated by the desperate
capitalists in their attempts to
keep their decrepit system of war
and depression. In several na-
tion-wide polls that have recently
beer: conducted smong whites as
to their impression of the Negro
struggle this trend has been not-
iced. In many of the remarks we
have seen this theught: The Negro
is getting too many corcessions
already. HMe is making too much
money out of this war — more
than he ever madé and more than
he is entitied to.

Could such clues as these be an
indication as te the futtare twisted
réasonitig of the prefudiced and
misdirected white? 12 uo, it means
that the Negro inteflectual as
well as the Negro worker should
apply himself now to the task of
making firmer and firtmer our al-
liance with tHe progressive labor
movernent for that is the only ally
that will want to, will need to,
and will be strong enough, to pro-
tect us as a color minority in the

trying days that are sure to come,
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mans, suspecting disaffection,
disarmed the French police in the
suburban tewns of Asnieres and
' Gennevilliers, Within twelve hours
the police struek all over Paris
and released 1,000 politieal pri-
soners. The postal workers then
went on strike.”

The next night the Nazis ma-
chine-gunned several hundred de-
menstrators gathered outside the
Luftwaffe headguarters, in the
former meeting place of the
French Senate. Scores were kill-
ed and wounded. -Instead of in-
timidating the workers, this atro-
city roused the entire working po-
pulace into action.

“The seethiing city,” reportz De
Gandt, “reacted with a general
strike of the French General Con-
federation of Labor and the Con-
federation of Christian Workers
ot the I8th.” By the nexi day,
the Paris proletariat poured eout
inte the streets in overwhelming
numbers and engaged the Nazi
and Vichyite forces in armed
clashes throughoui the eity, It
was mot until five days later that
the first Alied tanks rolled into
Paris.

Dispatches from official sources

‘| precipitated the uprising and bat-

Allies Fear Independent Armed Struggle Of
French Masses As Threat To Capltahst Rule

\

Speeding Them On Their Way

EVUROPEAN - —
SICHTSERING Teuns .

NEWS ITEM: Six high-ranking -officials of the CIQ and AFL ’ -
are guests of the Army this month touring England and France. ’

Allied ecommand and DeGaulle
were opposed to any such inde-
pendent intervention on the part
of the masses. Harold Callender
eabled from Algiers to the N, Y.
Times, August 26: “Local leaders

tle in the capital without await-
ing the approval of either Gen.
Charles DeGaulle or the Allies,
who had hoped to avoid that bat-
tle,”” The correspondent further
voints out that DeGaulie “has
long urged agoinst mass uphis-
ing anywhere in France.”

Although DeGaulle oppeses in-
surrectionary uprising, that dees
not prevent him from exploiting
the hercic actions of the masses
for his own reactionary political
purposes as a servant of the AL
lied conquerors and as represent-
ative of French imperialism, As
the DeGaullists have already de-
monstrated in Algiers, they aim
to conseript the mass resistance
movement in France to regain
for French imperialism its former
share in the expleitation of the
world and to keep intact the
power and -privileges of Big Busi-
ness.in France. . :

have since made it clear that the

entering Paris, DeGaulle miade his
imperialist purpose clear. *We
will not rest,” he said, "until we
march, as we must, into énemy
territory as conguerors. Franee
kas rights abroad. France is 2
gredl nation awd has a right that

she will kmow how to make
heard.” 1In this brazen imperial-
ist declaration, DeGaulle said

nothing about the social and eco-
nomic demands of the masses,
He held oat as bait for miass sup-
port oniy the vagué promise of
a “universal and free .vole” at
some indeterminste date.

THE REAL POWER '

But the real rulers in France
today are the Anglo-American
forces of occupation. Any share
in the spoils of conguest they
may grant 1o DeGaulie’s regime
has been made explicitly eontin-
gent on its ability to restore “law
and order,” that is, to subdue and
disarm the masses and suppress
any manifestations of ‘proletar-
ian class struggle which  might
imperil capitalist rule,

United Press correspondent
Howard Cowan, reporting his per2

“Thit§; in his first speech upon

sonal interview with General'Eis-

{Continned from page 1)

of Aupust 23, announcing Ru-
mania’s unconditional surrender
to the Allies and the Soviet
Union, King Michael was obliged
to declare: “Rumanisns — the
dictatorship has ended!” The first
two decrees of the new govern-
ment proclaimed an “amnesty for
all political crimes since 1918,
except certain cases such as as-
sassinations” and “the closure of
21l eoncentration eamps and the
restor atlon of full liberty of the
internees.”

While compeled to take these
steps, the Rumanian raling cligue
has nrot, in reslity, relinquished
its dictatorship. The new govern-
meni -— handpicked, elected by
no oftie — has proclaimed a state
of siege over the entire couniry
and instituted a rigid' curfew.
This state of martial law is direc-
ted against the miasges who de-
sire to get out of the war and
settle scores with their age-old
exploiters and oppressors.

KING MICHAEL'S RECORD

King Michael and the new
government, however, intend —
if they e¢an -- to harnesy the
counriry to the Allled war ma-
chine just as King Victor Em-
manue! and Marshal Badoglic
sought to do in Italy. Above all,
they are anxious to preserve the
property and privileges of their
class against revolutionary at-
tack. .

“All  Rumanians,” says the
King's proclamation, “must rally
around the Throne and the Gov-
ernment for the salvation of the
fathertand. He who does not assist
the government and resisis the
will of the nation is a traiter to
the country.”

Whe is this/King Michael who
thus insclently commands the
Rumanian people? He is the son
of the ex-King Carol, now living
in Mexice City on the wealth he
plundered from Rumania. Carol
surrendered Rumania to the rule
of the fascist butcher Gen, Ion
Antoneseu, who in turn helped
subject the country to the Naazis.
But Michael served as king under
Antonescu and held his throne as
a puppet maonarch doring all the
years that Antonescu p]ayed the

H was Michael who, in this
rafe of puppet to the Nazis, went
to (dessa after the Soviet Black
Sea port was captured by Ger-
mian and Rumanlan f{roops ~
there to congratulate the despoil-
ers of Soviet territory on their
handiwork. He proclaimed Od-
ezsa  “forever Rumanian,” the
center of that conquered Russian
territory which his goeverament
in Bucharest named “Transis-
trea.”

MONARCHICAL AIMS

That there is no real political
difference between Carol and his
soh is emphasized by the state-
ment which Carol issued when
Michael ousted Antonescu last
week., As reported by the New
York Times from Mexico City,
Carol expressed his happiness
over the faet that “my son listen-
ed to the real sentiments of the
peopie and pulled Rumania out of
the war. The fact that Rumania
ceases to be an enemy of the na-
tions that had always been her
friends has a happy significance
for the future.”

Carol, of course, hopes to return
te Rumania and resume his form-
er life as a royal parasite. Both
he and Michael were willing tools
of the Rumanian fascist butchers
and of the Nazis. Today they are
clambering on the war bandwa-
gon of Roosevelt and Churchill,
who, in conjunction with the cap-
italists and landiords of Rumanis,
are conspiring to subject the
masses of that country to the con-
tinued oppression of their rulers
and exploiters and to make them
cannon-fodder for the Allied im-
perialists. They have switched
sides in the war, but their aims
and purposes remain unchanged.

Examination of the “new” gov-
ernment which Michael has set up
reveals that nothing has really
been changed. The government
is handpicked and no more repre-
sentative of, or responsible to, the
people than the government of
Antorescu.

The new premier is Gen. Con-
siantin Sanatescu, master of the
King’s military household and
himself a member of the brutal
and reactionary military cligue
which produced Antonescu. To
members of the same military

Nazi game.

Rumanian King Deserts

Nazis And Joins Allies

have been given the controiling
ministries of national defense, in-
terior, national economy and fin-
ance, iabor and public health, pub-
lie works and communications, na-
tional education. Headfng the
foreign ministry is Grigore Nicu.
iescu-Buzesti, who Mas not s yet
Eeen politically identified.

MEMBERS OF COALITION

In order to give this patently
reactionary outfit & semblance of
popular color, and to deceive the
masses into believing that the
government r¥%presents a real
change, the so-called “opposition”
parties have been calied in and
have sccepted with alacrity posts
as Ministers of State without
portfolio in this nest of reaction.
The “Communist” (Stalinist}
party is represented by Lucretiu
Patrascanu, the Socialist party by
Constantin Petreseu, the Libersl
Party by Dinu Bratianu, and the
Peasant party by Juliu Maniu,
These traitors to the cause of
the Rumanian masses thus duplic-
ate the role which their confréres
in Etaly played ~when they entersd
the phony “coalition” cabinet of
Badoglio at a time when the [tal-
ian weorkers were ready to hurl
it into the garbage cam. Instead
of leading the Rumanian masses
in a struggle for liberation, they
have allied themselves with the
Rumanian reaction and the Alied
imperialists.

It is significant of the revolu-
tionary temper of the Rumanian
masses that the Stalinists, Social-
Democrats and Liberals did not
wait a whole year, as they did
in Italy, before coming into the
open as props and defenders of
capitalist reaction and its police-
military dictatorship. ‘They find
it necessary from the very begin.
ning to identify themselves with
this regime,

Despite their traiterons sup-
port, the redecorated regime will
gain no more popular approval
and will display no mere durabif-
ity than its Badoplio-Bonomi
counterparts in Italy. The mass
resurgence which forced Anton-
escu from the political stage is a
promise of the further develop-
ment of the revolutionary crisis
in the Balkans which can only
end with 2 clean sweep of aif the
menarchist - ¢apitalist - landlord

cligue, all generals and admirals,

s,

enliowey, cabled from Paiis. en
Aug. 28 that the Allies want “dis-
orderly elements of the Maquis
and the Freénch Forces of the
Interior kept in«check. The Allies
are determined that Gen. Charleg
DeGaulle must solve that proh-
lem.”

This reporter for the combined
American press then sardonically
observed: “Gen. DeGanile prob-
ably does not view the assign-
ment as the best way to make
friends and influence people. The
Allies are shying away from the
use of the military, which would
expose thom {o the accusation of
using Nazi methods.. It is Gnown
that he (DeGauile) asked Gen.
Eisenhower Lo send twe divisions
of British and Awmerican trovps
on parade through the city, and
it is not unlikely that Paris will
sea a <Cemonstration of Allied
might seoner or Jater.”

Thus, from the very moment of
hiz entrance inte Paris, DeGaulle
feels obliged to cald upen Anglo-
Ameriean military aid against the
French people whom he claims
to represent,

ALLIED PLAN -

'I‘o keep DeGaulle on their ]eash
%lhed powers have 1ecogmzed
his “government” only de facts,
not de jure. They thereby hold in
reserve the possible use of Viehy-
ites or other
elements if DeGanlle does not
satisfactorily fulfill the role they
have assigned him.

The Anglo-American imperiai-
ists started out with a plan teo
impose upon France a dictatorship
on the Hadoglio model, using
Darlan, Giraud, and possibly Pe-
tain himself, However, even be:
fore the invasion of Normandy,
the mood of the masses resisting
the Nazi secupation and opposing
the Vichyites upset the Allies’
plang and forced them to switeh to

of eontrol. Despite the frenzy of
gnti-German - chauvinism which
the imperialists and their Stalin-
ist helpers are stirring wp, the
mgin hatred is directed agninst
the native fascists. Herbert
L. Mathews, N. Y. Times cor-
respondent, cabled from Marseil-
les an August 27 that:

“The French... sre.after the cal-
faboratienists, We saw dozen of
clashes hetween patriois in the
streets and PPF's (Doriot's Fas-
cigt Pariy) barricaded in apart-
ments. The hatred between
Frenchraan and Frenchman is in-
finitely greater than that between
the French. and the Germans.”

Despite their sacrifices and
struggles, the Tretich people have
not achieved national liberation.
They have thrown off the yoke of
one imperialist power only %o feel
immediately the weight of an-
other, The detested Vichy gov-
erment of eollaborgtion with the
Nazis s now being replaced by
a regime of coliaboration with
the Allied invaders. The very
capitalist ruling class which in
1940 delivered the French masses
into bondage under the Nazis is
being protected hy the Allied
“liberators™ in 1944,

The French pecple want peace,
hread, jobs, security and freedom,
The Allies and DeGaulle offer
them instead 2 continuation of
the imperialist slaughter, more
‘intense hunger, unemployment
and economic insecurity under the
old oppressive capitalist system.

Ontly on the road of the sociglist
revolation can the tortured people
of France reach the peace, free-
dom and security they crave,
Only the proletariat, waging ir.
reconcilable baftle againsgt all im-
perialists and their native capital.
ist, Stalinist and reformist
agents, can lead the masses in
successful liberating struggle.

The French masses have al-
ready exhibited an inspiring re-
strgence of revoelutionary ardor

native reactionary |

DeGaulle for 2 native agency |

-and vitality. They still have arms -

Diary Of A Steel Worker

I wonder. .

known of men who were shipped
back from the last war, lumaps of
flesh alive only in the sense that
their hearts beat and there was
blood in thelr veins, alive only
in that they didn't die—eouidn’t
die—for & long time afterwards.
I keep thinking of Joey up theve
in his room, asieep litke a little
kid, I keep wondering if they’ll
send him home Hke that,

It's hard net te go out znd
make a damn fool out of myself,
when I think ¢f my son—My
son!—going out to fight and may-
be die or be ruined for life for
the merchants and bankers and
industrialista, se that they may

even harder yet,

By Theodore Kova’lesky

The boy’s home! I just eame away from his reom, where he was
sleeping exactly the way he used to 3s a youngster, his head turned
a little to one side and his forearm resting over his eyes. In fact,
he looked I'ke a youngster, a'though he's twenty-five years old and
a veteran of the most horrible war in history.

He's home just as his mtother a2nd I have been w;shmg and
hoping for such a long time, and I can't sleep for excitement, even
though I'm dead tired from working on the furnace in this heat. My
heart is so fuli of happiness at seeing Joey again and so full of
sorrow and worry #t the thought that he will be going back into
that heil of death and devastation in a little while, that sleep won't
come, [ sit here in the dead of night writing these weords, alone.

WILL HE COME HOME AGAIN?

. will he come back again when he leaves us this time ?
Wil he come back whole to marry his Helén? Or will he be a stag-
gering wreck, a legiess pencii peddler, blind, or dlsfzgured‘? I have

have profits, so that they may have colonies and spheres of infle-
ence to get them more profits! It makes me want to run out into
the streets and cali all the people, all the eppressed to rise up and
put & stop to this fiendish slaughter and to the system that causes
it, s0 that we’d have no more wars, no more profits, brown with the
dried blood of death and black with agony and heartbreak,

Then there’d be' no more kids marching away like Joey, per-
haps to return crippled or crazed. .
And there’d be no more parents like us waiting each day for that
telegram from the War Department.

WORKERS WILL END TYRANNY

Oh it's hard to bold back, to wait for an opening before I start
throwing punches, hard to take my time and fight sensibly, when
I think of that sleeping kid up there with a bullet scar on his shoul-
der. But I've learned how te fight, and I'tl go about it methodically
- . and, by pod, I’ll haslen the day when all the olher fathers and
mothers, all the brothers friends, and sweethearts, and comrades of
those kzds will rise up, when the working class w81l end the tyranny
that lies so heavily and suffocatmgly on top of the world.

Joey, son, Fd be in tHis Tiglit anyway, but when 2 mans a
father, and when he sees his only remaining son fighting against
his will for the capitalists, I guess it’s bound to make him fight

. or never to return at all.

ployed army.

due to the Gormans. .

iongshoremen’s strike:

preciably increased.”

couniry,”

workers.”’

10 Years Ago
[n The Militant

SEPTEMBER 1, 1934

NEW YORK—750,000 textile workers prepared to leave the factories
in the first nation-wide strike since the inception of the NRA
{National Recovery Act). “Despite the statemients of the
timid, treacherons Gorman, chairman of the strike comimittce,
that the strike is not against the government, the fact remains
that it hits direetly at the NRA,” The Militant explained.

“The first of the slave codes to be adopted in the country
wag the textile code. . . The code did not abolish the stretchout,
nor did it raise wages, nor did it grant union recognition. . .
Not only did the code and the code anthorities grant the work-
ers nothing, but throdWgh a plan of 125 percent production cor-
tailment, thousands were forced out of jobs and into the unem-

“If the strike depends on militancy a2nd a will to fight,
then there can be no doubt of the outcome of the strike. Terror,
mtimidation, deputy thugs afid all the other trimmings of
demodratic Americs will not stép the textile workers. .
strike is erushed or sold out we ¢an say in advance it will be
. and the rest of that ireacherous crew.”

WASHINGTON -~ Harry Hopkins, Relief Administrator under
Roosevelt’s direction, hasteried to assure the textile bosses thab
the government would not feed striking workers. He pointed
to the record of relief agencies during the great West Coast

“During the Czlifornia strike, no ad-

ditional furids were given by the Foderal Relief Administration

to Califorhia for relief needs, nor was the cost of relief ap-

. If the

Hopkjps stitement was made in direet reply to the demand
of John E, Edgerton, President of the National Asseciation of
Manufacturers, who shouted that the threatened textile strike
would not last a week “if the government would revoke its
unfortunate comment that no -one shaf} go hungry in this

PITTSBURGH—“As first fruits of Mike Tighe's (president of the
AFL Iron and Steel Workerg Union) betrayal of the steel
strike in July, a drastic cut in the salaries of white collay em-
ployes has been announced by virtusily all members of the’
American Steel and Iren Institute,” The Militant reported.

“Prices, ag the NRA intended, will leap rocket high this
winter—are already mounting. .
will come down, Unemployment is inereasing, and will inerease.
That iy the prospect facing the worker this winter, under the
smiling regime of Président Roosevelt and his coterie of socizl

. Prices will go up, and wages

in hand and aré refusing to sur.
render them., The workers re-
member the glorious days of the
1986 sit-down strikes, when they
raised the Red Flag in one oc-
cupied factory afier amother. The
cry of that time, “Les Soviets Par-
tout!” (For the Soviets Every-
where) must and will again be.
come the central rallying slogan
of the revolutionary movement.

In'its new revolutionary offens-
ive, the Frénch working class will
find powerful sllies among the
tising masses.of all Europe. With
the battle-ery of “The Socialst
United States of Europe !, they

will nnite forces to expé! all the
imperialists, purge the continent

of capitalist rule, abolish national
divigions, and reorgariize Europe
‘on._ socialist faundations.
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To defernd the USSR an
the main fortress of the
world preletariat, against
all, asaznlts of world im-
perialism. snd of internal
counter-revelution, t» the
most important duty of
‘e ¥ o Ty class-conscions

worker,
— LEON TROTSEY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unious, Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controfled by the trade
unions, to train workers te become
officers. \

2. Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

8. Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industriee—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere,

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig:

ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern-
ment.
9, The defense of the Soviet Union

against imperialist attack.

Strike Weapon

In their frantic altempts to stem the increasing.

rank and file movemeni to scrap the no-strike
pledge, the union Dbureaucrats are peddling the
promise that if the workers will only remain sub-
missive “for the duration,” then “after the war”
the union tops themselves will jead a “show-down
fight” against the anti-labor offensive of the em-
ploying ¢lass and the government.

This is a lie. Because the union officialdom are
just as opposed to militant action in peacetime as
during war. Their song-and-dance about leading
the workers in fighting union action at any time
is belied by their whole peacetime record. The union
leaders opposed openly or covertly every inde-
pendent struggle of the workers during the great
upsurge of labor in the last decade. They “sup-
ported” strikes onty when they were forced 1o do
so by the pressure of the ranks and took over the
leadership of struggles io behead them.

The reformist union leaders are opposed in prin-
ciple to militant struggle. Theirs is, and has aiways
been, the philosophy of class-collaboration between
exploited and exploiters. Their method of “strug-
gle” is to."play ball” with the employers and to
curb militant labor, .in return for the crumbs of
prestige and privilege with which the capitalists
reward their iabor agents, ,

The present claim of the hard-pressed bureau-
crals that they are opposed only to “wartime”
strikes is a fraud. The capitalist war has merely
provided them with new and more convenient
pretexts for enforcing the service policies they al-
ways pursue. - ‘

Labor has already paid a heavy price for sur-
vendering the strike weapon. [t has given up gains
which were won through decades of bitter struggle.
It has received in return wage-freezing, job-

/Areezing, forced labor, compulsory arbitration, re-
pressive legistation.

To beat back the bosses’ program of wage-slash-
ing and mass unemployment, {o prevent the unions
from being further weakened, to regain freedom of
action in the fight against the anti-labor drive,
the organized workers need to grasp once more
their most powerful economic weapon of struggle.

The time for the union ranks to scrap the no-

strike pledge is now.

Army Jim Crow |

Negroes in the uniform of the U, 5. Army are
henceforth to be treated as equals in Army post
exchanges, and Army buses and motion picture
houses, if an order of the War Department issued
August 23 is carried into effect.

It does not require great perspicacity to see that
this order is a special election year feature, designed
to mollify the righteous anger of the Negroes over
the Army's outrageous Jim Crow segregation poli-
cy. The Negroes correctly identify this policy with
Roosevelt and the Democratic Party, which is the
party in power. By making this slight concession
to outraged Negro opinion, Rooseveit hopes to re-
tain at least some of the Negro votes that other-
wise would go to his Republican opponents or not
be cast al ail. ' -

The Army order is a hypocritical gesture and
nothing more. While ending certain superficial:
and incidental aspects of the Army’s Him Crow
system, it leaves the system itself intact. Negro
soldiers, conscripted in this “war for democracy,”
are segregated into Jim Crow regiments and divi-
sions. Few of these formations are organized for
combat duty. Most of them are assigned to the
most menial tasks in the Army organization, Scarce-
ly a week passes without reports of brutal and
humiliating treatment accorded Negroes in the
armed forces by their white officers or by white
bullies of the Military Police.

None of this has been changed.” All that the
War Department order does is to remove some
of the minor manifestations of the Jim Crow sys-
tem. The National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People asserted, quite correctly, that
“the basic problem-of-segregation still remains and
is untouched by the order.” o

Even these very mild concessions which the or-
der makes have aroused the fury of the “white
supremacy” hounds who are the backbone of
Rooseveit’s party. Speaking for this reactionary
element, Governor Chauncey Sparks of Alabama
protested to Roosevelt against the order, which, he
declared, “breaks down the essential principle of
race relationship in the South” and “grievously
handicaps efforts to bring about better race rela-
tionships.” .

One could scarcely imagine anything more ludi-
crous than this suggestion that “better race rela-
tionships” are hetped by maintaining the system
of Jim Crow whereby milltions of people are stamp-
ed as inferiors and pariahs in the land of their
birth. Governor Sparks s opposed to the slightest
modifications of lim Crow because he fears they
may encourage the Negroes to fight more vigor-
ously to end the entire system, Sparks and his kind
want to keep the Negroes in a state of semi-slavery,
so that they may continue to subject them fo
.unlimited exploitation and tyranpy. -

In and out of the Army the Negroes, for their
part, wili continue to. fight the hateful race dis-
crimination of which they are the victims, The War
Department order, far from solving the problem
of }im Crow, serves to bring it to the fore. The

entire Jabor movement must back the Negro fight

for full race equality, for Jim Crow is a powerful
weapon in the hands of the boss class for keeping
labor degraded and divided.

Fivé Years Of War

On September 3, 1939 the second imperialist
world slaughter began. Five years of “biood, sweat,
agony and tears” have passed. The number of vic-
tims aiready far exceeds the number in the first
world war. Europe has been converted into a char-
nel house of the dead, a torture chamber for the
living. Citiés and towns by the hundreds lie n

ruins. Fields and pastures have been converted .

_into waste-lands by the juggernaut of war. Mil-
lions of people have been rendered homeless.

Early this week American soldiers raced into
Chateau Thierry, They strode over the moldering
banes of a generation of American youth who pre-
ceded them to the imperialist shambles in World
War 1. Fresh corpses are now being laid alongside
the old. Will another generation of living youth
have to tread the same road in a third imperiai-
ist war? N

The first world war arose out of the irreconcila-
ble antagonisms of the big capitalist powers, their
lust for markets, colonies, profits. When, except in
the Soviet Union, the working-class failed to de-
stroy capitalism in the revolutionary upsurge of
the post-war years, the second world war becamc
inevitable, for the imperialist antagonisms and
appetites remained.

Today, as the war enters. its sixth year, the tide
of socialist revolution is rising in Europe again.
The workers in all countries will have new oppor-
tunities to deal mortal blows to capitalism.

According to Roosevelt and Churchili, the only
road to peace lies through imperialist war. The pre-
ceding generation were likewise told that the war in
which they fought and died was a “war to end
wars.” .

Tie lie is as paipable today as it was then.
There can be no peace as long as capitalism
continues to live. Roosevelt and Churchill, in re-
ality, call upon the workers to shed their blood,
not lo insure peace, but lo establish the worid
domipation of the Wall Street bandits and their
British allies. The longer capitalism lives, the more
terrible and devastating its wars become. For the
workers being sent to the shambles, for the tor-
tured, warweary peoples of all lands, there is only
one true rallying cry for peace: .

Forward to the soctalist revolution! Forward to
a workers’ world!

FREE THE 18!

.| of British rule. And the “Whiie

ORKERS®

Beef—And “Beefs”’

Editor:

Some Detroit “labor Jeaders,”
as they call themselves, are Very
busy these days, skipping out of
the shops tpo hebnob with the
hosees. On Wednesday night Au-
gust 23, offictals of West Side Lo-
cal 174 of the UAW gave '"the first
annual industry-unien dinmer” at
Webster hall.

Officials of 52 companies, “in-

cluding  presidents, vice-presi-
dents, personnel Imanagers and
other executives,” according to
the newspaper reporis, ate a nice
roast-beef dinner with some 350
representatives of the UAW-CIO
locals in their plants.
Walter Reuther gave a little
tafk, painting a rosy picture of
a post-war world of security for
the workers based on collabora-
tion with the hosses. H. N. Todt,
Works Manager for the Revere
Copper and Brass Company,
wasn't quite so optimistic. He
said that management simply
‘couldn’t afford te guarantee the
workers an annual wage under
the present economic system.

The Detroit News sald in an
editorial a couple of days later
that “nce epochal decisions were
made, in fact, none at-all” 1L
geems the only people who iook
the whole ihing seriously were
Reviher and his followers,

Meanwhile, the aute hosges are
going right ahead with their own
plans of buating the unions by
stalling oo contracts and griev-
ANCEE. The workers, who are
getting fed up with the no-strike
pledge and want Lo fight for their
rights, aren't going t{o be toc
plesged by this bright idea of
taming the bosses by handing
them a juiey piece of Deef! .

We've . got quite a few luicy
“heefs” to settle ourscives!

. R.
Betroit
Stalinist Knots
Editor:
The government of Canada has

four shipyards
This means about a twenty per-
cent layoff in all yards., Mean-
while the election guns are com-

cut ont one way in each of the
in  Vancouver.

for the Dominion elections; Pre-
mier MacKenzie King is soen to
announce the election date.

_ The parties running candidates
are the CCF {Cooperative Com-
monwealth Federation}, supposed
to be a sccialist party; the Liber-
al Party; the Conservative Party;
the Communist Party, alias La-
bor Progressive Party.

The Cemmunist Party is. sup-
porting the Liberals, headed by
the Right Honorable MacKenzie
King. Therefore Tim Buck (Stal-
inist} supports King against the
Cooperative Commonwealth Fed-
eration, Buck claims to be sup-
porting the principles and tactics
laid down at Teheran.

The Stalinists have always
been experts at rope work, al-
though there are few sajlors
among them! They are great on
the line, sometimes using =a
gheep-shank knot to shorten it,
the next i{ime a Boland so it
won’t slip; but they have now cut
out the Boland and the bite. They
don't use that knot any more,
gince Hitler utilized the Stalinist
“bite” as & stirrup to raise him-
self into the saddle. But right
now they are using & new lmot,
on their Party Line, whick Mr.'

| Ellis the British hangrian, be-
came famous for using — the

Hangman's Noose. -
J. R,
Canada

Talks His Language
Editor:

1 recently subscribed to
Militant and have received several
copies, 1T am delighted with the
paper. It is the only paper I have
ever read thal talks my language
1900 percent. The articles in The
Militant are written in excellent
style and diction, so that it is a
pleasure to read them.

1 am going to see to it that
some of my pals in the shipyards
subseribe to The Militant. After
reading my copy I always pas
it around among the boys,

private - profit must stop.

with capitalism and the profi

system! - : -
' R. G.

mencing to beom in preparation

Gakland

ORUM

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but heep them short and snclude your
wame and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed. — Editor,

Suggestions

Editor: )

For, whatever ajd they may be,
I offer some ideas anent The Mil-
itant, .

Let me say, first, that all edu-
tion propaganda, advertising is.
pased, esgentially, oh one thing
— repetition. If it is true —
and it probably is for a while at
least —— that a ife repeated often
epough will, as Hitler says, be
helieved, then how much tiruer
— and mere golidly 80 — 18 it
that the TRUTH repeated offen
enough will be bélieved. There-
fore I belleve that certain basic
truths shouid be repeated over
and over again in the press, aven
at the riak of being redundant.
For redundancy, at worst, is a
small price to pay for the goal

sought — freedom from exploi-

tation, )
Here g what, for example, I

think could be repeated over and

over agaln, Issue sfier issue, in

a box form near the top of the

front page. This excerpt is taken

from Page 56 of “"The Founding
Couference of the Fourth Intern-
I was struck with its
propaganda value because of its
brevity. In short, it is a story

atiopal”

[ GM Will Sit Pretty Even
If Workers Walk Streets

In the Senate debate on the Kilgore-Murray bill to
provide minimum gubsistence unemployment ecom-
pensation during “reconversion,” Senator Kilgore cited
some striking examples of how the ‘capitalist govern-
ment is providing “post-war relief” t¢ the giant
corporations. General Motors, the country’s largest
corporation, provided one of Kilgore's chief illustra-
tions. i

Kilgore first pointed out that in its best pre-war
year, GM raked in nei profits of $258,790,148. The
corporation’s average yearly profits between 1936 and
1939 were $189,000,000. Despite wartime taxes, average
GM yearly profits—after ail taxes—from 1940 through
1943 were $240,000,000, with a 1941 high of $343,-
643,160, This is the company’s own figure and does
not represent hundreds of millions in undistributed
and hidden profits.

While the Democratic and Republican agents of
Wal Street viciously oppesed his bill which “does
not provide even the necessities for an extended
period of unemployment,” Kilgore stated, “General
Motors Corporation, whose profits I have just
stated . . . will have to their credit on the books of
the United States Treasury at the end of 1944 a
carry-hack-carry-over credit of $480,000,000.”

I# GM ‘operates at 3 complete loss for twe whole
years, it ecan gecure enough tax rebate to provide
it with eontinuing profits at the highest wartime
levels. But, Kilgore ‘asked, will the corporations agree
to rebate unemployed workers’ taxes so that they
will have incomes for two years equal to their war-
time earnings?

Who Profits Frb,m The War

The

And Who Pays For It

The August 19 issue of Laber, national railway
workers weekly, publishes a letter which sheds con-
siderable light on who is paving for the war and who
is profiting frem it. The letter, which we quote almost
in full, speaks for itself. .

packed in few words. The excerpt,
from the second paragraph of
page. 56, reads; “Iis task — the
abolition of capitalism’s domina-
tion. Its alm — socialism, Its
method — the proletarian revoiu-
tion.” ‘Fhose concise words could
be boxed In spme such form as

ism.

revolution,

“political deflpitions” or

space.

Cur Aim—to establish social-

Our Method — the prelefarian

Also, T believe a ¢olumn calied
‘some
such title would be worth the
Words or phrases from

this: “] am what some people irveverently call a ‘tax
. o, lawyer’; that is, I advise my clients- how they may
isn? ur Task—to abolish capital- reduce the amount they pay Uncle Sam from time to

time. It’s not an inspiring business, but perfectly
legal and, therefore, legitimate. I am not writing
thig letter to defend my caliing, hut to throw a little
light on the problem of ‘Who is profiting from this
and who is paying for it? '

“We are toid every day that the rich bave made
great sacrifices in the way of taxation; that no one
is petting rich out of the war and that the poor man

The exploitation of American
resources and American laber for
Down

; should not complain if his taxes are drastically in-
5 | the daily press could be defined

for the benefit of the workers.
The daily press constantly uses
words byt they are never defined

the investments of one of my clients. He has ap-
proximately $500,000 invested in stocks and bonds. ..
His income.from these investments is a handsome
one. In addition, he has a salary from his business,

creased. Well, the other day T was asked to look over’

80 as to make sense to the work-

2ra.

’ Sympathizer
Chicago

alithough it does not take much of his time.
“Now this gentleman pays a very large sum each
year to the Public Treasury in the form of income

INDIA

Having only recently come
through the worst famine in all
its history under Britain's robber
rule, India is now in the throes of
mounting epidemics which are
taking a further heavy tell of
life. This is according to Dr. Bid-
ham Chandra Roy, leading physi-
cian of Calcutta and President of
the Bengal Relief Ceordination
Committee. In a statement to
the press Dr. Roy declared:

“Today, all over Bengal, an al-
arming wave of epidemics is tak-
ing 2 heavy toli of lives already
hit by famine., There is practi-
cally no district of Bengal where
the mortalily figures have not as-
suned alarming proporiions.
Even tke Government admits that
cholera and smallpox have broken
out in epidemic form in not less
than 18 districts of Bengal. The
estimate of the relief workers
puis the number of people af-
fected as well over {wo erores
(200,0803...,

“There is a shortage of medicine,
the most important being gquin-
ine. Government zllotment
amounts to 124,600 1bs so far, but
even moderate estimates would
put the need at 230,000 lbs..séme
velief units found it extremely
difficalt to secure quinine. The
complete abzence of sulphur rules
out any attempt at treatment of
scabies, which is spreading wide-
1y. We have received complaints
also abouil vaccination lymphs, as
they do not seem to afford
enough protection againsi the in-
cidence of smallpox.”

Choelera, smalipox and scabies
are diseases of npoverly. They
abound in the filthy, festering
slums of all the impertalist colo-
nies in Asia, where usually there
is a complete absence of anything
resembling  modern  sanitafion,
These are the conditions in India
——after more than {wo ceniuries

Bahibs” do not even provide med-
icine enough e save the lives of
the mijlions who fali vietim to
the peverty and G6lth for which
they, and {hey alone, are respon-
sible.

ITALY
A British soldier in Italy, in g

AEAY i,

of the British Independent Labor
Party, gives the following vivid
picture of the iifc of the common
people in that part of Italy which
has been “liberated” by the Al-
lies:

“I am in the best; just fed up
with the war, and helieve me you
would be if you had zeen what
I have seen today. Families of
[talians going back te what were
their homes, poor women and
children.

“And are they hungry?' You
should see them eat what we give
them. It's not a lot, hecause when
you are at the front you don’t
get too much, ’

“1 had to give one poor little
kid wmy ration which 1 should
keep: it's like chocolate. 1 shall
et about 28 days™ pay stopped if
they find out. Still, to see that
%id when I gave it to him will
be worth that, .

“l can't write any more about
that. Honestly, I am nearly cry-
ing now to think of jt, and that
lot were going back to Cassino,
When I was going intg Cassine
there was not a house standing.
Just try and think what those
people have got.to look forward
te. Aslong as 1 live T will never
take part in another war,” .

JAPAN

in an effort to mobilize all ia-
bor reserves for war, the recent-
ly-installed Japanese government
headed by General Kuniaki Koiso
has enacled, by decree, a compul-
sory labor service law which pro-
vides for the drafting of all un-
married able-bodied girls and
women from 12 to 40 years of age,
with the exceplion of those whose
families are dependent on them.
According to a dispatch by the of-
ficial Domei agency, female se-
lectees will first be given an op-
portunity to “volunteer,” bul stiff
penalties await those who fail to
do so.

The ruling class of Japan, like
the Nazis in Germany, are draw-
ing on their resources of labor.
power in a vain attempi to sfave
off the inevitable military defeat
and — what they fear even more
— the revolutionary explosion
which will follow and sweep away
their oppressive rule with its war,

letter to the New Leader, organ

A
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SOUTH AFRICA

iiberal British capitalist organ

handfu! of exploiting whites.

PSS,

pass and his tax receipt.

involve the arrest in a large town

will be unable to pay their fines,
and the result wiill be a large
number of short-term prisoners,
many of whom make their ac-
guaintance with the inside of a
jail for the first time.”

The correspondent notes fhat
there has sprung up among the
victime a2 vigorous moveivent of
opposition to the Pass Laws, be-
cause “constitutional representa-
tions have berne remarkably lit-
tle fruit during the past quarter
of & century.” Does the corres-
pondent commend and support
this juslt movement? By no
means! Says he: “Dircet action
(for instance, passive resistance)
would he a very unfortunate dev-

elopment.”  Unfortunate for

whom? Obviously for the white

slavedrivers, of whom, as always,
the “liberal” reveals himself to be

hunger and misery.

a faithful flunkey,

The South African corfespond-
ent of the Manchester Guardiaxn,

has written an article which rev-
eals the conditions of slavery to
which miliions of natives are sub-
jected under the Pass Laws in
that *self-governing” dominion of
the British Empire, where 7,000,-
600 natives are held down by a

“In urban areas within all prov.
inces native workers havé o car-
ry a ‘contract of seérvice' docu-
ment, usually also referred to as
a pass; and in ali such areas
there i= a curfew, after which a
native may not be out unjesg he
has a ‘night pass® from his em-
pléyér or other competent author-
ity. . . An African buying & rail-
way ticket in another province
may be asked to produce his

“In the Transvaal and Ofange
Free State there is the monstrous
provision ihat an African apply-
ing for an Enabling Certificate,
without which he cannot legally
enter into a Christian marriage,
may be chailenged by the issu-
ing officer- to produce both his

The enforcement of the Pass
Laws is difficult without police
reids and held-ups... A raid may

of several hundred people., Many

taxes, and he doesn’t like it a little bit. But, ag the
vesult of prosperity which has come io thig country
hecause of the war, his investments have increased
in value,
‘I “As a consequence, since Pearl Harbor, his in-
crease im principal has been twice the amount he has
paid to Uncle Sam in taxes during that peri\od—and a
iittle more. Obviously this war hasn’t cost my client
a penny. On the contrary it has added to his wealth.
“Now the workers, organized and unorganized, and
the other low income groups, have been taxed as they
have never been taxed before. But they have no in-
vestments, except their war bonds and, therefore, they
sre getting no increase in principal out of this war.
“My client does not present an exceptional case. All
the ‘idle rich"—that is, those who depend on income
from invesimenis—have had the same experiences.
The rich have grown richer; the poor have grown
poorer, despite all the fine promises made by those
in high places.” -

Ruling Bankers Cited In
Railway Trust Conspiracy

How the monopolists and finance capitalists
deliberately retard economic developiment is once
more jliustrated by the Department of Justice anti-
trust suit initiated last week against the major vail-
road interests, charged with collusive rate-fixing and
discouraging improvement of the service and equip-
ment of western railways.

The suit has been brought against the most power-
fil financial interests in the United States, including
J. P. Morgan and Co.,. Kuhn, Loeb and Co., and other
Tea@ing banking groups which control virtuaily the
entire railway system.

A summary of the government’s complaint
declares that “a combination of private financial, in-
dustrial and railroad interests have acted collusively
to mainizin non-competitive rates for transpertation
and {o prevent and refard improvements in the service
and facilities of railroads for the western part of.
the United States ... (and) have retarded and sup-
pressed the development and growth of the motor
carriers and other forms of transportation competitive
with the railroads in the western area.”

it has already been indicated that trial of the
guit may be held up “for the duration™ in accordance
with the standing policy of the administration. The fil-
ing of the sui{ i¢ intended primarily to force a lower-

¥

the c¢riminal conspirators will suffer any penalty
or that their monopoly will be ended.

The suif has served, however, lo reveal once more
to the American workers the true picture of monopoly
capitalism. which has pwi a stranglehold on basie
{ransport and prgduction facilities for the profit and
privilege of a parasitic handful. The suit is an in-
diciment, in reality, of the entire capitalist ruling
class, for thosé named represent interests which
control the entire economic iife of the nation,

ing of the high railway rates. Thus, it is unlikely that .\
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