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% ngs ever hed in order to
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1 “1d Minneapolis CIO

fr ~afdrg wWho were
A n under the in-
TRE » Act because
al f to imperialist
LW litant defense
" of

ane 12 ’Lo be }eleabuf dmmg

th,“ last week .f January are
smeg [P, Cannor, Grace Carlson,

. Jalke Cooper, Qsjar Coover, Far-
e 1 ‘Debbs, Vitknt R. Dunne,
Max, Geldman, " beri Goldman,
Enai) Hangen, Oz "™wlson, ]'e-
lix Morvow g )

The 11 men a n
-3 dstone, Penit »-

~ta.Crace Carls o-
mak prisoner,-* Al-
dergon, W. Va.

.I’qzmes P. Can jec-
sretary of the * kers
£agty, AlberT 4ol
vugted the brii ‘enge
tn khe Minnea; wrreil
Dobls, Labga- the
Soci h,sl. W» d Fe-

. Hx Mirrow, ] ‘ourth
Inte.r natmnal 3 the
s ey ~» 0~ to_be |C

“held o0 1 Hiffe) Diploman,
W' 48rd Streek; or/\.arlday @
“% February 2.
addition to tl;ué released -
ones, a numbér of outsta. . 2
labot',. and civill liberties le acors
will .speak, ine ildmg Osmumn:? K.
Fraeakel, notd counsel for' the
American Civll Liberties Union,
Henry Fruchtér, National Edu-
cational Direcipr of the CIO Uni-
ted Retail,” Wholesale and De-
partment Stere Employes, and
George Novack, National Secre-
tary of the CRDC. .

Albert G oldman will be the
Agin speak(r at the Chicago
Aess meet.mg, ‘t0 be held on Jan-
wayy 24. The Minneapolis mass
,moeting, schéduled for January

S, will preet ‘Grace Carlson, Vin-
ce"'lt Dunne, Max Geldman, Car-
1y Budson, Emil Hansen, Carl
o ugl‘imd Qeear Coover and J ake
(gé‘pe:

Fuller dctaﬂs on these meet-

omeHome’
Meetings

 rith tlme off fo} good behawor) at the end of this month. Six
ly imprisoned were released last October.
?9) eparatloras ard already unclerO—

ings will be released shortly by
the.- CRDC and published in ihe
next issue of The Militant.

By the time of the mass mect-
ing, the CRDC hopes to conclude
its current $5,000 Fund Campaign
to provide a $100 coming-out
purse for each of the priseners,
and to continve itz fight for re-
peal of the Smith “Gag” Act and
for uncoaditional pardon of the
i8.

RECENT CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions for the fund were
received last week from the fol-
lowing labor organizations: East

- |Bay Union of Machinists Local

1304, CIO BSteel Workers, Oak-
land, Calif.; CIO United Auto-
mobile Workers Local 212, De-
troit: AFL Meat Cutters Local
827, New York City; AFL Inter-
national Machinists Iodge 682,
Reading, Pa.; CIQO Textile Work-
ers Local 326, Millville, N, 4.

Also from AFL Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Locals 212, Chi-
cago, and 99, Elgin, Ill.; Maizo
Bakers Union Local 168, AFL,
N. Y. C.; Retai}, ‘Wholesale and

N. Y. G Work-
men’s Benefit Fund Lodges 305,
Racine, Wis.,, and 198, Jamaica,
N, Y.

Accompanying these contribu-
tions ave letters of sympathy and
support for the labor prisoners
and their families, Chicago Local
329, United Grocery and Produce
Employes Union, writes: “En-
closed is & check for the 12 vie-
tims of injustice, Qur Uniop will
be happy to cooperate with your
committee in Chicago toward
smashing this vicious frame-up.”
The URWEA Joint Council of
Kansas City writes: “Enclosed
find check from the Greater Kan-
sas City Joint Council. We are
glad 16 be able to do our bit” A
Seneca, 1L, contributor says:
"Here is my donation to help in
any way for the gallant labor
leaders who are persecuted and
being held in prison.”
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UK"ON-BUSTING CHARGED
“AGAINST NAVY OFFICERS

_ The aut i-labor attitude of the brass hats is exemplified in
a recently ‘csued NLRB report which details the union-busting
-activities of U. S. Navy officers at the naval ordnance plant in
Milledgeville, Ga. The plant is Navy-owned, but operated under
lease by the Reynolds alummum company.

According to an NLRB exam'2-

fner's invest; igation and fBodings,
Capt. Rustell G. Bturges, Naval
commander at the plant, .and his
asgistant, L. Comdr. Banks, ¢ol
laborated ‘With the company in
aitempting: 1tp prevent the CIO
United Stéel Workers from union-
izing the pilint and tried to force
the worknlﬁs into a company
mion, wr ;

The USV'.CIQ gent {wo organ
1aomevs inte ofilledgeville last May
&t the rey™ Jstt rﬁt the workers. Im-

[;mediatély, ge businegs men and
ity offici: opened an anti-union

?a,mpaign Heenging ordinance
Nas hagti - pasged which requir-

urion  ganizers to pay a $5.

60 yearl; Jeo and establish a 12
jonths ¥.. fdenée before securing
license.:' Thén one of the CIO

= nize was promptly arrested.
§ “‘he nest day the plant’s work-
e‘s were plled- together znd ad-
dressed Yoy Lt. Comdr. Banks and
the gencr | manager Harry G.
Snith. B:pks, stating that he
upeke fox ﬁ\e commanding officer,
dedared  that the Navy was in-
terested .caly - in productiion and

that.anys? < a CIO organizer,
wl'a took rhers’ minds off
what loing was “aa
guilty 3§ the deserter

-emy.” 'The
IF "lu. ag that the

company was working “shoulder
to shoulder”™ with the Navy,
stated he could “see no reason for
a union in the plant.”

A ghort time later, with the
aid of a business associate whose
sister is assistant personnel di-
rector at the plant. Smith organ-
ized a company union called the
Workers Welfare Association.
Workers reported to have joined
the CIO were summoned for ques-
tioning before lhe Naval officers,
who sought to intimidate ihe em-
ployes into joining the “independ-
ent” union,

FORM COMPANY UNION

At the suggesiion of Capl
Sturges, the management initiated
its own plan for *“electing” a
grievance committee,  “Ballots”
were distributed by supervisors.
and the workers were reguired
to designaie grievance represent-
atives, The baliots, though casi
secrelly, had to be signed.

The NLRB examiner noted that
the company union used in ifs
literature “seme of the ideas ad-
vanced in the speeches” of the
Navsal officers, “and particulariy
in the appeals fo patriefism and
the claims that the CIOQ wounld
distract the minds of employes
and interfere with production”

ALLIES FOIST N

S

=

—m A
S

Blessings of Allt%d leeratwn

Roosevelt’s ““Seizure’’ Order
Halts Spreading Ward Strikes

By Art Preis

President Roosevelt §ast
Thursday intervened to halt the
Montgomery Ward strikes by
ordering W a r Department
“seizure’’ of company proper-
ties m seven cities where the
administration previously had
failed to enforce long-standing
WLB directives against Open
Shopper No. 1, Sewell L. Avery.

The administration’s action,
similar to the one which broke
the Chicago Ward sirike eight
months ago, was taken after
nearly three weeks of the hitter
Detroit walkout, which spread to
Chicago and Kansas City and in-
spired the threat of a CIO “labor
holiday" in the Detroit citadel of
the mighty auto workers union.

Roosevelt’s statement made it
clear that his “seizure” was
dietated by his desire to prevent
the spread of such strikes to the
war industries and by the need
to bolster up his wage-freezing
War Labor Board's authority,
seriously undermined by Avery’s
long and contemptuocus defiance
of WLB directives,

While admitting that Mont-
gomery Ward “has waged a bitter,
fight, against the bona fide umons
of its employes throughout the

the faet of Avery’s non-com-
pliance in itzelf, In fact, the ad-
ministration has tolerated this for
over four years.

Roosevelt complains only be-
cause Avery's anti-labor recalei-
trance has “threatened” the “con-
fidence” of the workers in the
government’s “‘structure for the

CI0 Mass Meeting
Backs Strike

By John Saunders
DETROIT, Dec. 24—The mag-
nificent Montgomery Ward strike,
fought here on the pickel lines
in snow and bitter cold for over
two weeks, has inspired the great

‘est resurgence of labor wilitancy

and solidarity in the CIO ranks.
particularly the powerful auto
workers, since the mno-strike
shackles were first placed on la-
bor after Pearl Harbor.

Climaxing a mounting movement
for support of the Ward strikers,
over 2,00 CIO local union officers
and stewards last Thursday night
jammed the UAW-CIO Locai 157
Hall to cheer a call to back the
Ward strike to the limit. They
clamored thunderously for a “la
bor holiday” against the Roow

war,” and “for more than a year”| evelt goverameni’s kid-gleve po)

has
directives affecting Lhe “seized”
establishments, Roosevell did not
motivate his. “seizure” order on

successfully defied WLB icy toward Open Shopper No. 1,

Sewell L. Avery.
Net sinee American entlry inlo
(Cuntinuved on page 5)

apartial
putes” and has led to the “dis-
tinct threat” of sympathetic
walkouts of war indusiry work-
exs in  support of the Ward
strikers.  Roosevelt vreleased a
letter from WLB Chairman Davis,
who gave as his first and main
reason for advising government
seizure the fact that Avery's
“mersistent non-compliance”
threatens the maintenance of the
“no-strike. pledge in Detroit” in
the fortheoming VAW-CIO re-
ferendum.

EASY ON AVERY
it is already apparent that the

latest Ward “zeizure” will yield

the Ward workers only the barest
minimunm of the WLB concessions
originally granted. They will re-
ceive a raise from 39 centa an
hour to 46 cents—which Awvary
himself had already sgreed to
pay as a result’of the strike, But
since Roosevelt’s order permits
wage payments only out of cur-
rent revenue there is admittedly
little likelihood that the Detroit
Ward workers will receive some
3500,000 due them in retroactive
wages. Nor is there any assurance
that Roocsevelt, as he did after
breaking the Chicago . Warxd
strike, will not yestore control of
the seized properties to Avery
without the signing of a union
cotttract.

The administration is carrying
out the “seizure” order very gin-
gerly, observing all legal precau-

adjudication of dis-

Tresca Meeting

More than 100 prominent in-
dividuals are spensoring a
Carle Tresca memorial meet-
ing at Webster Hali, 119 East
11tk Street, New York City,
Thursday January 11. A strik-
ing bronze head of Tresca,
raurdered anti-fascist fighter,
will be offered as a gift {o the
town of Sulmona, Tresea's
birthplace in Italy, by his
widow, Mrs., Margaret De
Silver Tresta. The same doy
Sulmena will held a civic
ceremony to renante one of the
iown's principal streetg in
Tresca's honer.

Memerial meetings will also
be held January 11 in Londen,
Mexico City, Havana and
American cities frem Boston
to San Francisco where Tresca
is remembered for his revolu-
tionary activities and leader-
ship in great strikes of past
decades. All Militant readers
are urged to attend the meet-
ings to pay homage to this
lion-hearted fighter for labor's
rights.

tions and making no move which
might infringe on Avery’s “pro-
perty rtights” or further anta-
gonize the big business open-
shoppers. The boldness and ruth-
iessness which has characterized
Roosevell's assaulis on striking
workers is completely lacking in
his ireatment of the union-hust-
ing plutecrat Avery.

There has heen no spectacular
yemoval of Avery from his Chi-
cage offices, such as occurred

{(Confinued on page 5)

War Surpluses Racket Exposed

While the Rooxevclt admin-
istration accelerates its anti-la-
bor drive with a fake clamor
about munitions “shortages,”
the daily press has been virtual-
ly silent about the Senate's
Mead Commitice report oxpos-
ing gigantic war profiteering
and waste due to “spendthrift
buying” by government war
agencigs.

This veport. deliberately baried
from public view, discloses that
many war procurement agencies

have fed wunnecessary coniracts
wm‘ph billions to  corporaticus,
which have secured vaat profiis

from produclts which have never
been used. These have been dec-
lared “surplus,” {o be resold at
a fraelion of their vortih.

The Commiitee's report finds
“the wmilitary very loathe teo
declare surpluses” and assailg the
policy of “procuring for military
use and then selling as surplus
solely for the purpose of main-
taining the level of capacity of
production facilities.” Procure-
ment agencies have been order-
ing unnecessatily large guantities
and “ignoring expenses.”

Huge profits have been realized
by prime contractors through hig
“mark-ups” on items secured from
gecondary companies, which con-

tract through the large corpora-

tions rather than the government.
The Sperry Corporaiien, the re

port revesrled, charged the gov-
ermment $14 to $18 for rectifier
inbes boughti for approximalely
$8. Automobile corporvations man-
ufacturing mobile equinment add.
ed up to 32 percent on the price
of replacement parts from which
fhey merely removed a sub-con
tractor's label and thelr repack
aged. Labor, materials and ware-
house space has gone to tie pile

np surpluses for which there has
beew no aoticipated need, but

which provided handsome prof_its.
Behind {he attempt to sub-
merge the findipgs of the Mead

Committee i3 the scheme of lhe
big business lobbyists and their
congresaional agents to [(uriher
emasculate the renegotiations law,
whereby ithe governmeni has tried
to recaplure some of ilhe monu-
mental super-profits made on wayr
contracts, The present Iaw ex-
pires June 30. 1t is alrveady rid

died with jokevs. But Wall Street
plang fo kill it completely o
male it altogether ineffectlive.
Big Business fears that the
findings of the Mead Commilies
on the profiteering and waste en-
couraged by the methods of the
war procurement agenciex may
arouse public demand for a
stronger renegoiiations Jaw.

EW PUPPET ON GREECE

George Il Appoints Bishop
Damaskinos As His Regent

Churchill Orders Troops to Continue Firing

On Greek Workers in

Month-0Oid Civil War

By Joseph Hansen o

Recognizing their complete mabxllty to thrust
the counter-revolutionary Glucksburg dynasty down
the throats of the Greek people, British imperialism
is now aitempting to delude the masses into aceept-
ing a regency. After calling twice at 10 Downing
Street in response to Churchill’s orders, the Greek
puppet king, George II, on December 30 proclaimed
Archbishop Damaskinos as his regent. The British
hope with this new puppet, gowned in the black

‘Militant’ Yearly
Subscription Rate
Cut From ¥2 to *1

Beginning January 1, The
Militant has reduced its sub-
scription rate from $2 to §1 per
year. This is the first step to-
ward the fulfillment of the Pro-
gram of Expansion adopted by

the. Socialist Workers Party at
its Eleventh Convention held
November 16-20.-

We plan shortly to Increase
the size of The Militant {rom the
piesent six page format to eight
pages. This larger size will make

| 3t pogsible to include many new,
Yeatures requeéieﬂ By tir' Teader.

ag well as io give more thorough
coverage of the important devel
apments in the world labor move
ment,

One of the central points of
the SWI* Program of Expansion
is to build np The Militant as a
great national weekly, carryiog
the message of Trotskyism to
ever-wider cireles of workers. We
have the perspective of securing
50000 regular readers through
a series of subscription cam-
paigns during 1945.

The first of these c¢ampaigns,
to secure 10,000 new readers, will
be launched on March 1, with the
participation of every Dbranch
from coast to coast. The remark-
able vesults gchieved in our 1944
zubscription ecampaign, when a
fotal of 7,614 new readers was
secured, hag given the comrades
invaluable experience for the new
task ahead. Now, with a lower
subseription price ta facilitate
the campaign, we are setling a
higher goal; confident that we

(Continued on page 5)

@yohes of the Chureh rath-

er than the ermine of
monarchy, to establish a
stable pivot for a govern-
ment that will maintain
Britain's demination and

imperialist interests in

Greece.

The shift from king to regent
changes nothing politically. Reg-
ency is a eclassic device of mon-
archy to save itzell during times
of stress. The regent takes over
the funciiens of government until
the mass siruggle stbaides or g
smothered. Thereupon the regeni
retires-and the king again steps

to the forefront, sometimes with

the rmmahty of a rigged plebis.
cite.

 King -George kunows the patfert
el - HE had T rled Yor Bis 1ife
in. 1923, yet managed to return
in 1925 to set up the military
dictatorship of Melaxas a year
later. The British put forward
a regeney in Greece in 1832 when
they crushed the frsi Greek re-
public that was born in ibe dem.
ocratic revolution agalnst the
Turkish overlord. ‘That regency
wag followed ®dy a monarchy
whose brutality was not less than
that of Metaxas,

CHURCHILL’S TRIP

Churchill flew to Greece, not to
set up & regency -—— that wag al-
ready decided upon — but to at-
tempt Lo ease ile pressure from
British  workesrs angered over
the slaughter of their Greek
brothers.  Churchill’s critics in
the House of Commons demanded
a high-ranking minister be sent to
Gireece. The airplape trip waa
caleulated to demonstrate that
the Prime Minister was leaving
no stone unturned in hiz effort
to end the embarrassing Greek

¢Continued on page 3)

Cut-Back Lay-0ffs
Provoke Walkouts

By Roy Weston

DETROIT, Dec. 28—In the
past three weeks, four major
strikes have hit Detrait, the is-
sue in each case being seniority,
a policy which is increasing in
impartance as cut-backs mount.
[ the last few days of Novem-
ber. the Graham Paige, Dodge
and Briggs Mack Ave. plants
were closed by walkouts which
lasted for a period of 2 to 5
days. Although it took different
forms in cach case — in the
Dodge plant the case involved
the transfer ol workers and in
the Briggs plant the demotion
of feremen—the seniority ques-
tien was at the bottom of cach
grievance.

The most recent aund perbaps
the one that illusirates tie atti
tude of ihe bosszes most clearly
is the sirike of the imspection
worlkers at the Bripgs Outer
Drive plant on Tuesday, Dee, 12,

The Briggs VUnion, Local 212
UAW-CJIO has a contlyact with the
coinpany, which states that work:
evs on one code (clasgification)
can  ““bump” workers on lower
codes, providing they have 30
days more seniority and are qual
ified to do the particular job. The
worker in guestion had 10 years
sepiority while the ohe he wished
to bump had only one year, The
Company, although they made it
plain they preferred the individu-

al with one year seniorily, for
reasons of their own, agreed to
ive the older worker a ‘fair’ trial
period. H& was given one day in
which to learn 5 different opera-
tions, 4 physical impossibility.
After this the job was given back
{0 the newer worker.

NO-STRIKE PLEDGE

Thae inspeciors walked out Tues
day morning, and the plant beld
a meeting that evening. The Com-
pany phoned snd agreed to nego-
tiate the case the next morning
previding the workers were back
on the jeb. The loeal union ofR.
cers talked with the Briggs offi
cials ‘Wednesday morning, ex-
plained their grievance, and re-
ceived the usuwal “no.” Some of
the inspectors remained out the
rest of the weelkk and on Friday
voled to relurn to work.

This incident iz helping to
drive home to the Briggs workers

‘the need of rescinding the no-

strike pledge. As layoifs hit the
workers, with greater unemploy-
ment {o come, labor fnds it in-
creasingly necessary to be able to
hack wup its demands upon the
bosses with tts most effeclive
and tested weapon, With the
coming referendum of the UAW
on the no-strike pledge. the aute
workers have their chance fo
restore to théir union the one

weapon the bosses respect, he- -

cause -it hits them in the poc!ket
—~where it hurts most,

T
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By Joseph Keller

UNIO

Stalinist Finks in the Ward Strikes

Puring the past three weeks
through their press and union
stooges, the Stalinists have been
eonducting their most virulent
atrikebreaking cpmpaign to datfe.
These rats have been busily
trailing; their slime sacross the
megnificent sirike struggle of the
Montgomery Ward workers
which has won staunch support
in the ranks of the labor move-
ment.

One of the most shameful acts
of treachery perpetrated by the
Stalinists was the stal in the
back dealt the Detroit Ward
Workers by the Stalinist officials
of Local 65, CIQ United Reail,
Wholesale and Department Store
Employes in New York. They
belong to the very same interna-
tional union which has been di-
recting the strikes in Detroit,
Kansas City and Chicago.

The Stalinist stooges in this lo-
cal, headed by Local 65 President
Arthur Osman, issned a public
denunciation of the Ward striles.
In their statement opposing the
sirnggle of the Ward workers for
a union confract and increases
beyond their 39 cents an hour
wages, these finks slanderously
linked the Ward workers with
the ‘‘treasenmous activities” of
Sewell L. Avery, the open-shep
plutoerat who for feur years has
been successfully defyipg scores
of WLB and other government
agencies’ orders.

These deliberate strikebresk-
ing moves of the Stalinist stooges
have of course been applanded by
the Daily Worker. Buf these
finks have become so brazen that
they even boast of the praise of
the bosses for their activities. In
the December 24 issue of the Lo-
cal 65 paper, New Veices, right
next to a double-banner, double-
¢ross headline attacking the Ward
strikers, was “proudiy” displayed
a letter declaring “we ara in
complete accord with the views
set forth by Mr. Osman” against
the Ward workers. Thig state-
ment was signed by Sidney B.
Pelsenfeld, Exeentive Secretary
of the Shoe Wholesalers Employ-
ers’ Association!

L

While the Stalinists have join-
ed with the open-shoppers against,
the Ward wyorkers, almost every
other section of the labor riove-
ment, including the bulk of the
TURWDSE-CIO members through-
out the country, are giving tacit
or open support to the strike.
The infamous conduct of the Stal-
inists has aroused so much
indignation that over 30 leading
locals of the URWDSE-CIC
have issued public statements
condemning their strikebreaking
in the Ward situation.

ERE N Y

Anger against the Stalinists
has been simmering ever gince
the Chicago Ward sirike last
May when Harry Bridges, head]
of the CI0 Longshoremens and
Warehousemens Union, ordered
the members of his organization

in the company’s St. Paul branch|’

t¢ handle “hot goods” from the
struck Chicage mail-order head-
gquarters, At the start of the
Ward strike in Detroif Bridges’
attorney, Douglas Hall, appeared
before WLB hearings in Wash-
ington to boast that “there is no
sirike at 5t. Paul” despife Avery’s
“non-compliance with every di-
rective of the Board,” including
directives affecting the St. Paul
members of the ILWU,

While Bridges snd his hench-
men were. pursuing their servile
policies of surrender to the open-
shoppers, the Roosevelt adminis-
tration was prodded by the mili-
tancy of the Detroit Ward strike

The Militant

may now be purchased at
242 Broadway, San Diego, Cal

inte issuing another WLB “last
warning” compliance order fto
Avery. This order also included
Ward's St. Paul establishment
along with those in several other
cities.

Thereupon the Daily Worker
had the gall td bray in a head-
fine on Dee¢. 16: “Bridges wihs
Order on Ward Without Strike.”
To be sure, Bridges didn't call
any strike; he did his damndest
to break the strite that was go-
ing on In Detroit. But that didn't
prevent him and his pack of
Stalinized scebs from trying fo
steal a little eredit for themselves
by cashing in on the very Detroit
strike be assailed.

x & K

The officers of Local 327,
URWDSE, have f{filed formal
charges against Harry Bridges’
ILWU lientenants accusing them
of direet eollusion with the Ward
management in an attempt te
sabotage an impending strike at
the Baltimore Ward plant. These
¢harges were filed with the na-
tional CIO last week. In a letter
to Secretary-Treasurer James B.
Carey, Maurice J. Niestadt, as-
sistant business manager of Lo-
cal 827, urged the CIO to take
action against the strikebreaking
Stalinist union officials.

Niestadt declared that on De-
cember 20 & committee of work-
ers from Ward’s retail store in
Baltimore solicited the aid of Lo-
eal 327 in a strike planned for
December 22, Thiz committee
alzo asked assistance in securing
the backing of other CIO unions
in the area,

The strike had to be postponed
a day because of bad weather, On
the originally scheduled day, an
ILWU international represent-
atlye, Jas. More, “with manage-
ment assgistance made a personat
survey throvghout the entire
plant questioning the workers on
their attitude toward a strike.”
Also, that same day, the company
gent an individual letter fo each
employe with intimidating propa-
ganda against the projected
strilse.

“This act of eollusion on the
pari of the ILWYU and mahage-
ment completely destroyed the
morale and ferrorized the people
in the retail store where our peo-
ple had been working,” Niestadt
stated. He also declared that the
action of the TLWU officlals who
were carrying out Bridges
strikebreaking policy, consfituted
inferference with the internal af-
fairs of arother €10 union,

* & £

A final note. Last week Wasgh-

imgton corregpondents, including| k=

members of the £I0 American
Newepasper Guild which backed
the Ward strike, interviewed a
commitiee of Stalinists and their
front men from the Stalinist-
dominated. Wayne County (De-
troit) CIO Council, This commit-
tee had hot-footed to Washington
to beg the govermment to halt the
strike.

The committee boagted of
“emphasizing” unyielding devo-
tlon to the no-strike pledge. “Do
vou regard the Ward strike as
& breach of that pledge?” a re-
porter asked. W. G. Grant, Ford
UAW Local 600 president, rep-
lied, *Yes.”

“Did you notice,” a reporter
shot back, “that the WLB made
an excepiion when it did not or-
der the Ward strikers back ‘to
work?” Grant wag taken aback.
“Are you sure?” Several report-
ers, whe had covered the WLB
hearings, replied, *Abseclutely.”
Grant counld only answer feehly,
“T think I'd check to make doubly
sure.”

Ag the reporters were clearly
intiraating, the Stalinists display
a new low in finkery when they
attack gz strike WHICH NOT
EVEN THE CORPORATION-
DOMINATED WLB DARED TO

CONDEMN OPENLY!

‘ )
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Y oungstown Branch Leads SW P Cam p Ty
To Raise $18, 000 Party Expansion Fui..._

$18,000 Party Expansion Fund

A Fitting Welcome to Our 18 Class-War Prisoners
By Rose Karsner, Campuaign Director

On New Year’s Eve 1943, the prison gates closed on 18 6f our
comrades. That was a sad day for all of us. We answered this
attempt of the government to behead our party by a econgrete actioh
—ithe fulfillment of the $15,000 Fifteenth Annivarsary Fund ln
double-quick time.

New Year’s Eve 1944 was an occasion for jubilation in our ranks.
1t ushered in a new year of activity and reminded us that the remain-
ing 12 of our imprisoned comrades would soon be with us again. The
best weleorne for them would he snother conerete action—the fuifill-
ment of our quotas in the $18,000 Party Expansion Fund in double-
quick time.

Sixteen days o go, and all our imprigoned comrades will be back
with us, The Mititant of Janwary 18th will carry the last Seoreboard
before they return. Let ug show a high score in that issne. Let us
express in this'way our solidarity with them,

Rush in the funds! Wipe out all the zeros!

; FROM THE BRANCHES

Milwaukee, N. Burns: “I believe that most of our comrades had
Xmas expenses, but they are planning to contribute theéir share
toward the Expansion Pund from the pay following Xmag, At any
rate, we plan to have more than our quota in by January 224.” That‘
good news!

Seattle, Xelly: "Our branch voted at its last meeting to raise
its quota in the Fund carapaign from $1,000 to $1,500. Although no
returns have been made from Seattle, you may rest assured we will
sea_to it that we go over the top before March 1st.” And \xhen
Seattle talks, it means business,

New York: “You will be interested to know how our party in-
spires the new workers whe join vs. We took in a member two weeks
ago. A week later he pledged $100 to the Expansion Fuand.” “

Chicago: “We are planning a showing of “Fhunder Over Mexico’
and some films of Trotsky to supplement our eollections or the Fund.
We will surely complete our quota before Mareh 1st with as high a
percentage as possible bef&s‘e January 224.”

Buffalo, Boston and Detroit send in their collections weekly and
all say they hope to fulfili their quotas by January 224,

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE AND FRIENDS

Rockville, member-at-large sends in $10 and says “I will gend
some more.”

Dayfon, member-at-large encloses a check to complete his quota
and says “l expect to contribute further Iater. If none is ahead of
me, I should Iike to have the Gray cartoon which appeared in the
Militant entitled ‘Live Factories--Dead Men: Dead Factories—Live
Men".” Comrade Brown will get that drawing.

Friend, down South, in a letter dated Detember 224 says “One
month from tonight will be & very happy time for all of uas. Please
give my greetings to all of those I know. The enclosed $10 is for the
518,000 Party Expansion Fund.”

ERE I

and was therefore not recorded in this week's Scoreboard. T

wipels but one mokd zefo. Wi hgpe the other three wzll dn;g pe

A check from San Diego afrived just as we were going to pregs
L‘%
next week’s scoring. i

iy e

A reader in Detroit writes us

asts.”

I got him intefested in

about the enthusiastic reaction of
the automobile workers to Theo-
dore Kovalesky's column, DIARY
OF A STEEiL, WORKER: “I
think 1 ought to mention that
the most popuiar feature in The
Militant among the workers at
Ford’s here in- Detroit is the
Steelworker’s Diary. Hardly a
day passes that I do not recelve
favorable comments on it. The
workers eat it up.”

o A

The following Ietter from a
friend in Chicago expresses the
spirit in which many of our read-
ers are selling subseriptions to
their friends: “I’d like to make
a resoiution and a special effort
to obtain subscrtbers to The Mili-
tant... Please sénd ime subserip-
tion blanks. I intend to fet as
many subscriptions as pospible in
my spare time,”

A reader in Alhambrs, Calif,,
sent thiy note with a trial sub
for his friend: “Here i% a two-bit
subscription for The Militant
from a ‘Republican booster.” He
liked the pictures against Roos-
evelt and took them to the oil
company where he works and
pinned themt on the bulletin
board to razz the FDR ‘enthusi-
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This Coupon and 25 Cents Entitles You- to a
6-Month Subscription to

v MILITANT

A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

Published in the interests of the Working People
The only newspaper in this country that teils the truth
about labor’s struggles for a better world

You may start my subscription o THE MILITANT with your
INTRODUCTORY OFFER of 28 tssues for Z2he.
1 enclose 26e {eoin or stampes).
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other items which he agrees with
and now he wants a trial sub-
scription to the paper.” g
Our agent in Flint réporis on
subseriptions obtained by a feiend

there: “Here are two six-month
trial subs, the result of putting
the eards cut to friends lately. I
expedt several more soon., Please
gend teh more eards.”

Our agent in Minneapolis alse
reports subscriptions sold by a
friend there: ‘“These twelve trial
subscriptions were obtained by a
frienid of ours. He sold them to
some of his friends in his union.”

Youngstown is concentrating on
the sale of trial subseriptions
with excellent resuits. The latest
report is as follows: “Until the
campaign starts officially on
March 1, Youhgstown is having
at least one mobilization a week
because events are 8o timely that
we pet a good reception, As a
result of our last mobilization
{1% hours) I am gending 27 new
26c, suhs, Pleade send us 100
more sub cards.”

San Franclsco pians to concet-
{rate on the sale of trial subsecrip-
tions for the time being. Our
agents writes: “San Francisco is
going to do some concentrated
sub-getting both in Qakland and
thid city, I believe the new rates
will be of great value in heiping
us get subs. Algo, the gix-month
trial period will give the new
reader ample opportunity to
rezlly geét acquainted with oir
ideas.w In mome casey, persons
visited after three monthg were
stili hesitant, but when kept en
the list for a longer period, re-
newed promptly, In any case, 1
am sure that we shall go forward
tremendously in securing new
readers for the paper and we will
be all ready to go on to the new
campaigh March 1.”

LOS8 ANGELES
SOUTH SIDB

Bookshop

8026 SEVILLE AVENUE
SOUTH GATE
Carries a Full Line of
Pioneer Poblishers Works

Al Marxiat Classicg.-. \

Branch

Youngstown
Maritime Club
Boston
Newark
Akron
Reading
Toledo
New York Loeal
Buffale
Detroit
Milwaukee
Cleveland
Chicago
Baygonne
Los Angeleg
" 8an’ Francisco
“~Philadelphia
Rochester
San Diego
Seattle
Twin Cities
Members-at-large,

Quota
300.00
3,000.06
49000
460.00
300.00
75,00
200.00
3,000.00
400.00
1,260.00
100.60
250.00
2,000.00
300.00
2,500.00
- 190000
20000
50.00 it
150.00 0
1,500.00 f
1,000.00 . aQ

growps and friends: 300.00

TOTAL

SCOREBOARD

¢

Paid
216.50
1,785.00
206.00
249,00
145.00
35.00
118.00
1,612.60
" 188.00
404.50
25.60
45.00
300.00
42.80
350.00
125.00
"11.00

Percent

106%
60
57
§5
48
47
39
34
33
32

165,00

5,487.80

Rallway Bosses
Swindle Workers
From Puerto Rico

Puerto Rican 'workers, brought
to the United States by promiszes
of 63 cenis an hour for an eight-
hour day (magnificent in compar-
ison to the miserabie wages paid
by Americah exploiters in Puerto
Rico), are being fleeced of their
wages and forced to live unter
intolerable conditions, according
to “their compiaint lodged with
the " Puerto Rico Commerce and
anustry Association in  New
Yoxk

AL least 3,000 workers are in-
volved, actording to the N. Y.
Timeés report of December 28.
They have heen receiving only
$1.38 a day, the balance of the
promised $6.04 being deducted
for foed and eclothing, medical
care, transportation, withholding
tax, and a 25 percent allotment
for thelr dependents at horne.

The workers testified that thay
were compelled to live in box cavs,
recelved poor food and inadequate
care, and that théy resented be-
ing “ireated like coclies.” Their
request to be retwmed fo their
homes has been brushed aside hy
an executive of the Baltimore &
Ohio read, who said that the de-
ductions "were in accordance with
the eontract,” buk reade no com-
ment about working conditions.

Twin Cities Hold
Sunday Forums

The Twin City Sunday Forum
will be resumed Sunday, January
7, at 10 SBouth Fourth Street in
Minneapolis when Chester John-
gon will speak on “Labor Looks
at 1945.” Ching will be the sub-
jeet of the Januvary 14 forum at
which Warzen Creel will be the
speaker. With the “news behind
the headlines” as its slogan, the
forum will eontinue to interpret
nationzi and international events
from a Marxist point of view
each Sunday during the winter

and spring faonths,

l\. .
1
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Pioneer
Notes

A federal indictment was re-
cently handed down ngainst of-
fieigls of Carl L. Norden, Ine.,
manufacturers of the \rorden
bombgight, charging them with
withhelding information + h a t
would have enabled a subeontrac-
tor, Remington Rand, Yo manu-
facture the essential bombsight.
These monopolists were out to
secure the maxinmm profit at all
costs, yvet the men who flew the
planes usihg the Norden bomb-
sight were sworn to give up their
lives rather than permit it to fall
into the hands of the enemy.

This iz only one recent exam-
ple of big business offenses.
“Wartime Crimes of Rig Busi-
ness” by George Breitman (5c)
gives the facts and figures on
many other imporiant cases that
have cost the lives of soldiers
ahd sailors. There have been mo
heavy prison Eenténces for the
major crimes committed by ¥U. 8.
Steel, Anaconds Wire, Curtlss-
Wright Corporation and many

others that are recorded in this
infermative pamphlet.

2 ok ok

Praise for the latest Pioneer
pamphlet continues pouring in.

Qur St. Pani agent writes:
“Please enter owr order for 25
copies of the pamphlet, “Amer-
ican Workers Need a Labor Par-
ty.! It's really & swell pamphlet
—¢olorful and bright as can be—
by far the liveliest pamphlet
we've put out. I know we'll be
ordering more—thiz is just a
start until after January 23rd—
a big day for the Twin Cities.”

Ban Diego iz equally pleased:
“Needless to say, we were sall
veéry enthusiastic over t h i s
pamphiet. Az o matter of fact,
it very nearly broke dp the meet-
ing.”

\

\

COMRADE HARRY KAHTER

1.OS ANGELES, Dec. 29—The Los Angeles Branch ‘r
of the Socialist Workers Party today held a memorial meét- .
img in honor of Comrade Harry Kanter, who died ol a heart

attack on December 23.

Comrade Kanter had been a revolutionary fighter in |,
the Trotskyist movement since 1936. He was born in Eng-
land in 1895 of a working class family, and was appren-

ticed to the millinery irade.

At the age of seventeen hé |

went to Australia, where while working at his trade he
played a leading role in organizing the milliners’ union.
In 192t Comrade Kanter came to the United States.

Here he worked to organize his shopmates in the Los An-
geles area, serving as picket captain, a member of the steer-

ing committee, and later on the executive board of his unfon. ¥
Durmg the milliners” strike of 1936, Comrade Kanter, who .
had long considered himself a socialist, wet members of ‘l

the Trotskyist movement and

quickly took his place in the

organized ranks of fighters for world socizlism,

For three years he served on the Los Angeles Section
Committee of the parly and worked in the new San Pedro
Branch of the Socialist Workers Party. In il of his party
activities, he displayed enthusiasm and devction. Flis place
in our ranks wili be hard to fill.

At the memorial meeting held in his honor tonight,
Comrade Myra Tanner, Section Organizer, paid the tribute
of the Los' Angeles membership to a sterling revolutionaris}
fighter, pointing out that his life was richly spent in.tf
service of the working class. Comradeé~Erank G-¢

speaking for the Nationai Committee’of ¢

Pa

that by the death of Harry Kanter not on’iy"
geles Local but the Party as 3 whote suffered.
As a fitting practical tribute to Comrad,
Los Angeles branch recruited seven few wé
to the Parly in the week that Harry died,’; . !
« places in the siruggle to which he had devded 50 mm“;y

of bis wvears.
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Trotskyist Yout" =~ p !

Formed In New

In its founding meeting, held
University Place, New York City, tl
officially adopted a statement of pu
to be “an organization of young work:
that the solution of their problems I
1 socialist society.” Their aim was sta
ciples of revolutionary socialism as exj
Lenin and Trotsky, and embodied in t
15t Workers f’a"my, and. the preparaum

ing’ class ‘struggle’ for eman(:]pa

’I‘hree basic rules of organiza-
tion were adopted at the meet-
ing. The first of these stated
that any youth “who agrees to
participate in the activities of
the Youth Group and to abide by
itz decisions’ ig cligible for mem-
bership. Low dues were set; and
the election procedure for the
Executive Commitler was estab-
lished.

The Trotskyist Youth Group
began one year ago as a small dis-
cussion group meeting in the
homes of its first parficipents,
Thege early meetings - were at-
tended for the most part by
young people who were just turn-
ing to socialism as the solution
of their problems. Disitlusioned
with the war, whose imperialist
nature was becoming apparent
to them with every day’s events,
and convinced that capitalism
could offer no solution to the
problems of war, fascism and un-
employment, they began to sfudy
the. principles of revolutionary
socialism and to examine events
from the Marxist point of view.

Isolated for many months by
the redction sweeping the schools,
which reduced the pelitical activ-
Jity and elass-consciousness of the
students to practical non-exist-
ence, the group at first had a
slow growth. But the increasing
revuision agalnst the war and the
realization of impending. prob-
lems of unemployment which will
face youth at the conclusion of the
imperialist conflict, brought ore
yotlh to the renks of the discus-
sioh group, A few months ago
the group hecame too large for
home discusgions and meetings

City" -

, 1944 at El@
' Youth Group
ing the gragup
nts convinged
abhshmem
“udy of pgin-
wrx, Prgels,

f the Sclcial-

arranged af the New York

. 1 of Sogal Scieylee. Today

¢ . ge meetingscongist of ghout

40 wrzons, most «f them of h;gh-
scluoﬁ age.

nel group orgal ized c]asses on.

Marxian economic{ ang the His-

tory of the Rusgsiap Revolubion. -

The maost active n‘éember*z of the
group, however, degided to inten-
sify  their eﬂor!;a {0 acquaint
other youth with the ideas of
revolutionary soejalissr & n &
Marxism by forming a member-
ship organization. After thorougl
discussion, the founding of an Tor
ganized Trotshyist Youth Gr?u]l
was decided upon..

Futare plans of the organize. i]'
tion are being mabped out. Reg-
niar Socialist Yon’ﬂl Forums will
be maintained, farther c!a@ses
established, amd !work img 'tLa
schegla will be expanded an{d in-
tensified. Its members ar¢ con-
vinead that the group will ,srow
and train leadership for the [youth
who will t&rn imofe anai to
Trotskyism for the solution i7%__
their problems. The - believe thay
ig only the first of 2 number d}
similar organizatioins which witi
be set up nationally, ?whenevar the
conditions are favoiiable. Togéth-
&r with those clubs: and side by
side with the Socisilist Worker
Party, the revolutii fonary youtl
will particlpate in “the 3£ruggle

for socialism. )
Buy "The Mulitam"
m MILWAUKEE
‘at the hevwsstand oril the north.

west corner of ngiconsm Ave,
oni~Third St.
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HEWARI( "V
PROGRESSIVE WORKERS SCHbM g \

Announces a New. Series of Lectures o{ J/ - !
WAR-TIME PROBLEMS OF THE TRADE J'NION$

Jan. 12 - The Wall 8t.-Government Drive Ag dnst t!u
Unions

:v] '

Jan. 19 - Political Parties and the Trade Unlimus W
Jan. 26 - A Program for the Trade Union# 15

Lecturesr MARK BRADEN, Newark Labop Sécl]! ?ary
. SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

EVERY FRIDAY at 8:30 P. M,

Full Discussion

Progressive Workers School

B
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- ELAS Defeats
- British-Backed
- EDES Forces
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_ the counter-revolutionary Glucks-

" then with the help of

By Wells

Thurber

One of the unlamented casualties of the Greek civil war is
the EDES (Greek National Democratic Army) which up to the
putbreak of hostilities stil] represented itself as a major faction
of the resistance movement, contending for leadership of the
Greek masses. The EDES copstituted the armed body of the
Greek royalists. It was opposed by the armed workers and
peasants grouped around the ELAS (Greek Liberation Army)
which is a military extension of the Stalinist-dominated EAM

{Greek Liberation Front).
A weele after the British pro

eral Napoleon Zervas, leader of $—

the EDES, reported that from
15,600 10 20,000 ELAS troops
were invading his stronghold in
Epirus. By Decdtnber 22, ELAS
had taken eight villages. A De
cember 25 United Press dlapatch
reported EDES forces had been
reduced from 12,000 to 4,000 or
6,000 men” ‘The UP added,
“Many EDES goldiers have des-
erted to the BLAS . ., and not
all General Zevvag' losses have
been casuaities”

Direet svidence that Churehill
deliberately fostered and armed
the EDES from ihe beginning is
difficult to obtain since sueh oper-
ations are carried out secretly
snd the British militery rigidly
cénsors reporis of ‘observers. The
full story of the British role in
the confilict between EDES and
other factlens in Greece will prob-
ably not come to light untll after
‘the war. If the opinien of inform-
ed political writers, howevar, ccan
be taken as an indication of the
truth, only ome conclusion is pos-
gible: — EDES was' deliberately
crented by the British as an arm-
ed instrument designed to uphold

burg - dynasty.
CHRURCHILL ARMED EDER

- ‘Wewsiweek,  conservative capi-
talist weekiy, reported January
31, 1944, from Cairo: “The United
Nations missiong are trying to
reconcile -the two_ Greek factions
with some hope of suceess, Mean-
while, Zervae’s forces are favored
in the matters of supply.” Church-
il now implies the arms of ELAS
were provided by the British, By
remgining silent about Britisk
mipport of EDES, he thus gives
a fotally false impresgion,

“The Nation, commenting 'in its
‘May 13 issue on the revolt of the
(zreek armed. forces in Fgypt,
degldred: “Instead of suppiying
the EAM with arms to the same
extent as before, the British gov-
ernment began to favor the mueh
weaker National Democratic
Army (EDES), thus laying the
basis for real tivil war in Greece.
The EDES would never have
.dared to atfack the FAM had it
not been encouraged by un-
mistakdble signs of the royalist
and British poliey.” Later, as we
shall see, Churchill accused the
EAM and ELAS of being the
gttackers.

Gaetane Sslveminl, noted Ital-
fan anti-fascist and professor of
history at Harvard, wrote in the
September 1 British Pribune: “If
the Britlsh Tories have to go on
playing in Europe their game of
the balance of power, the 'natives’
fn Europs Taust have no peacs, A
second Ingdia has beceme neces-
gary in Europe. Puppei kings
‘surrounded by gangsters in the
uniforms of army chiefs have to
do the j0b ...

“The pattern is evervwhere the
same: helping discredited and
roweriess  ‘legitimist  royalist’
groups. to come to the fore,

Stalinist agents forcing republi-
cans to e to terms with ‘royal-
iat legitinilgle' amd at the "right
moment disarming guerrillas,
léaving only ‘royalist [egitimists’

voked the armed conflict, Gen-

with arms and putiing them into
power”” ‘The events in Greece
have confirmed the agcuracy of
Salvemini’s observations,
SULZBERGER REPORTS

The commente of Cyrus Sulz
berger, passed by the Allied cen-

sership in Rome December 16,
are particularly interegting. Sulz

‘berger, nephew of the publisher

of the N, Y. Pimes, holdas the
post of “chisf foreign correspon-
demt” of that mouthpiece of the
House of Morgan. -

At Afirst, declares Sulzberger,| J8
British generals backed the ELAS|

in order to create military diffi-
culties for the German armies oe
cupying Greece, But the
eign Office, worrled about Brit
ain’s favered positien in Greece
congigiently backed the EDES..
Open civil war flared out between
them in Seplgmber, 1343,

“After a series of conferenmces
between various officials and Mr.
Eden and Mr. Churchill, British
policy began to veer increasingly
towards the EDES inside Greece
and’ confinued to work with the
Government outside. Efforts to
achieve .internal harmony in
Greeee - crystallized at a con-
ference in Lebanon last spring
when, officially speaking, all
Greek groups agreed to funetion
together under Premier George
Papandreou, who had just arrived
from Greece.

“it, was alrendy evident, how-
ever, that, should this acdord
break up, Britain would wlole-
heartedly . support Mr.- Papan-
dreou, the regufar Greek Army
and the EDES and would egually
strongly oppose what it felt were
the EAM's attempts to seize pow-
er in a dictatorial manner”

The paternal interest of Brit-
ish [mperiallsm in the BEDES

Was,,. indirectly .. confirmed by

Churchlil himself in his speech
before the House of Commons De.
cember §,
did not report how he armed and
fostered the EDHS, but he did go
a0 far in his apesech’'as to make
clear in characteristic style where
British imperialist inferests lia:
“During the years of Greek cap-
tivity BLAS devoted more aiten-
tien to beating up gnd destroying
reprosentativer of EDES, com.
manded by Colonel Zervas, a man
of the loft by our standards but
less extreme than the BAM. . .
Ag to ELAS they did not hesitate
on occaslons to halp the Germans
catech and kill supporters of
EDES. N

The fact that thousands of
former members of EDES have
gone over to the ELAS indicates
that for z time some Greek work-
ers and peasants did not realize
the connter - revolutionary role
played by Zervas. When the civil
war hroke out, Mowever, and
Zervag lined up on the side of
British troops who are shooting
down the Greeks, his role became
as clear as that of the “liberat-
ing” Sherman tanks. The disinte-
gration of the Zervas forces
proves "that far from being =
leader with 2 real popular follow-
ing, in actuality Zervas is nothing
but a military bandit on the pay-
roll of British impertalism.

“For-i-

,__Fnscis.z . :
tha Papandreou cligus 85 pér cent of

| HANDS OFF GREECE

B Down with Churchill!

BRITISH TROOPS AMRE IN AGT-
108 AGAINST THE GREEK WORK-
ERS AND PEASANTS}

The Gresk reactioparios. aided .by
General Scobie bave fired on: unarmed
men, "women and ohildrén. Spithres
are mowing down ‘the Greek people!
War is being waged agpinat the Greek
pepple by Chdrehill. Churchill and-the
mR‘ng clasa rovile and slaughter those
who only yésterday bore the brunt of

* the atru against the Nazi ocenpa~
tion of (ireece, - -

British workers cansoripted fo ''fisht
Fasolam'™.are being usad 1o replace the
4.8. in murdering revelutionary work«
ors, - They hite the Joh. Every Sritish
worker hates 1t - .

The Labour movement alone can
stop it. BUT 'WHEN THE 73808
CAPME UP IN THE HOURBE OF COM-
MONS, WHAT A BETRAYAL OF
THE WOREERS BY THE LABOUR
LEADERS! "On a motion against the
Government:

‘80 LAROUR M.P.'s WERE ABSENT,

23 LABOUR M.P.’s VOTED FOR
CHURCHILLI

33 LABOUR. M.P.'s ABSTAINED!

ONLY 24 LABOUR M.P.'s VOTED
AGAINAT CHHRGHILL!E

Workem‘f Foree your leaders out of
this cowsrdly position! Iabour must
mobilise the working class against the
counter-revolutionary Government.

Having used the Partisane for .its
own ends, the British rulinig class are
demanding the disarmament of these
A At the same time they hsve
reinforead and' lavished srms upon the
Greek “Regular Army”? compoged of

thugs and murderers. nder

the Greek army and navy were jim-
prisoned in Caire. The "gzcuﬁty Bat-
talions” of Greeks, armed- and e&mp-
ned by Fitler tn “repress the Gresk
workers and pessants. are heing I8-
tninedt by the reacticharies as a palice
foree. .- '

CHURCHILL'S BOLIOY I8: DiS-
ARM THE WORKERS ARD PEAS-

Comumunint Party, Bri
356 HARROW ROAD, LONDON, W2

Section of
the Fourth Intermutionsb

Fhone: CUN 2528,
EDITOR: K. Grant. -

BUBINESS MANAGER: J. Grabam,

The peoples of Europs want a Soe-
ialist, Revolution., Chutchill prepares
in advance to drown the revolutions in
blvod. First Italy, then Belgium xow
Greete. As a man whko tried to drown
the Russian Revelution in blood, who,
used the Black and Tans in Ireland,
who mowed down usarmed, hungry,
[ndians, who played 2 leading rols in
hreaking the General Strike—Churchill
u: an apt choice for the British ruling
claag. : C
" The Commuisi and Socislist leaders
in B A. M. have thé undoubied -su’f‘uﬁart.
of thd miass of the Greek people. These
lenders agreed to capitelate 1o the
British mﬁirfi;fy guthoritids and accept
disarpament. Bui ed grest was the
resentment of this magses that they are
compelled to dentand at leaat, the dis-
armament of the Fascists as well.

Without the backing of British bay-
onats, there would hiave been little
bloodshed and the Papandrecu diota-
torship wouid have collapsed. Brltish
impsarialism ‘'has intervenati with tanks,,
machine guns, and platas against the
popular democratic witl of the people.

THE MASK I8 OFF
" 4 IMPERIALIST WAR

The wer ia révealed blatantly ag 2
gangster struggle for. domination of
Europe and the world by British and
Americap imperialism- againet Gernisn
imperialism. Not demapm:scf and free-
dom, but economic, political. ]
tary domimation of-subject peoplés in
the strmggle for markets, Taw mater-

ials, vcolopies, spheres of influence,
land. sea and air bases, THESE ARE
THE OBIECTIVES FOR WHICH

- w1 I, A F L
CHURCHILL I8 USING BRITISH
TROOPY AGATNST GREEKS,
exposed this war for ¥hat it is, Tt-is
becomming “clear to every worker that
thig is a reactipnary war. The Labour
‘leaders told ue thaé they entered the
Government in, arder to ‘‘destroy fae-
cism. and dietatorship”, In order to
fjiberate Enrope’’. Why do thay stop
in ;t?ls Governmant now? A Govern-

and mili; |

The - Trotskyiste have consistently

ment, stained with the bleod of the.
Greek people. 'The stains are on their
hands too. ' .

munisi’”? Party nowP. What of their
resy pictures of a *“libernted” Europe?
They have deceived the workers that
Churchill was fighting & “‘just war_for’
demtucracy,”!  And even foday, in face
of these bloady events,.the ( ommuniat -
Party tries to find *“two Churchilla¥—
the good eld Churchill and the bad new
Churchill!- THERE 18 BUT ONE
‘CHURCHILL ~— THE CHUR{HILL
OF FINANGE CAPITAL — ARCH-
ENEMY OF THE WORKING CLASS,

The angle-American. imperialists are
preparing a cunming and ruthless® pol-
1cy lor Enrope. Already all foed 13‘-
ments to (Greece have been crhceolled!
people into surrender. That is the
and starve the Euro?ean‘peoples intn
yubmission to capitalist_.governments.
"Those who accept, will reosive meagre
eations| those wha resist will receive
not bread but bulletst’ We must de-
feat ‘the fendisk plane of the Dritish
bankers and capitalists, )

The Trade Union gnd Lahour move-
ment, the Co-operatives must organise
the sending of food-to Greece and any
other European country threatened hy
Hritish imperialist blackmail with fgm-
ne and atarvation, - .--

sent food, not through the reactionary
force .M. N. R A.. hut under tha con-
trol of the Trads Uniens without con-
ditions. . - . -

SOCTALIST AND COMMUNIST
WORKERS! It is our lives and the
fate of the workers of Burdpe and the
werld. that is at stake. ha hattle
that is beipg Ffought by the Greck
masses is our battlel Your leaders say
they want to fight for demoeracy—thon
demand that they como out againat
the ?Pti,-democratic Churchill Govern-
ment! - . )

END THE COALITION -WITH THE
TORIES. -

Pheé British workers-mnst galvanise
their prganisations imte action. Thev
must force their leaders to hreak with
the reactionary capitalist class,
the localities, 'in the factories ani
Trade Tnion “Branches, resolntions
must be pagsed demanding action an
the part of their lcaders. Councils of
Action must be organised throughout
the cduntry as they were in 1917 and
1520 in the ““Hands off Russia’ cam-
paign. ONLY THE DIRECT INTER-
VENTION OF THE BRITISH WORK-
ING CLASS- CAM PREVENT CHUFR-
CHILL AND  THE CAPITALISTS
FROM DRESTROYING TH WORK -
EBS' MOYEMENT. IN GREECGE.

END THE COALITION!
DRAW- THE BRITISH TROOPS
FROM GREECE! _

EXTEND THE HAMD OF S80LID-
ARITY 0 THE GREEK WORKERS
AND. PEASANTS! ' i

FOR THE [IMMEDIATE ' DES-
PATEH OF ARMS. AND 'FOOD TO
THE GREEK WORKERS UNDER
THE CONTROL OF THE -TRADE
UNIONS! -

Thus they hope to starve the Greek - '
purpose of UN.N.IL.A., to blackmail

In ali -

WITH-

And what of the® so-calied “Com- -JEB

The British Labour movemant musi ' [

Churehill naturally |

" ~ANT8;

- ARM THE FABCISTS AND
Rﬁl_’LOTIOHAHlES. @

Published bv B. Grant, 256, Harrow Ro=d, London. * W2
. Frintsd by €. A. Fwack & Co. Ltdt, T.UL) 78 Krugherz Row, W10

Reproduction of a leaflet issued by the Revolutionary Communfs't Party, British section of the Fourth Internatienal, calling

upon the workers to oppose British intervention in Greece, to force the'i,Labor_ Party to break ils treacherous coalilion with the Tory
government of Churchill, and te show their solidarity with the in éurg.gnt'Greek ntasses. “Only the direct intervention of the British
working class can prevent Churchill and the capitalists from destroying the workers’ movement in Greece,” the Trotskyist leaflet

concJudes. “End the coalition! Withdraw the British troops from Gre_',‘ece!'Fo

workers. under the control of the trade unions!™

t
i

r the immediate despatech of arms and food to the Greek

Allies Impose New Puppet On Greece;
Order Continued Warfare On Workers

(Continued from page 1)

situation and to calm down the
mounting doreestic political crisis.

Churchill continues to ' pursue
the same principled line of avow-
ed reaction as before his flight to
Greece, -On December 27 during
the negotiations for a regency
with leaders of the ELAS (Greek
Liberation Army) Charchill
brazenly declared that British
armed interveniion would not
stop uniil the differences be-
tween: the Greek Government
and the ELAS had been settled
“either by free negotiation or hy
increasing the use of military
forge” =

Scoble, military representative
of the Allies, {18 continuing
Churchill’s line without deviating

T -
| Youimg ELAS fighters in Piraeus, seaport of Athens, during the first weeks of the British at-
ligon their forces, display the arms—small rifles and machine-guns—with which they heroie-

Is ﬁa_u'glht- off British tanks, heavy artillery, and bombers.

ficial

the slightest from the position he
held” before the sappointment of
Damaskines, On Deeember 31 he
reiterated his  ultimatum that
‘ELAS must withdraw from At
ttea, hand in its arms, and dis-
band. ~
The new puppet, Damaskinos.
who previously supparted the
Papandreou cabinet, is likewise
continuing Churchill’s counter-
revointionary peticy. On Christ
mas he lsgued & manifesto calling
on the Greek workers and peas
ants to “fling away your arms
and tear up that Pumperal shroud
of QGreece that your bloedy con-
flict 18 weaving’' His first offi-
cial declaration as regent Janu-
ary 1 was to “call upon those
bearing arms to agree to lay them
down af onee.” .
General Plastiras, appointed
Premier January 2, has denounc-
ed the ELAS since his arrival
December 12 and ealled on them
to lay down their arms.

Most decisive of all, of course,
ig the continued use of Allied
arms against the Greek workers
and peasaunts. For four weeks
Scoble has been “methodically
clearing” the Athens area, killing
and wounding thousands, taking
thousand prisoner, Tanks, ar-
tillery, bambs speak the language
of DBritish imperialisin more im-
periously than ary of the procla-
matious of the Toyal and religious
puppets,

STALINIST ROLE

The Stalintst role ia this reg-
ency manguver iz &s treacherous
ag it has been from the beginning
of the conflict. Stalin aims to
galn control over the elemental
upsurge of the masses to prevent
the furtber development of their
revolution and to utilize this con-
trol ag a card in his secret deals
with the imperialist bandits.

Since the civil war broke out,
the Kremlin has not said a word
against Churchill’s use of force
and violence. Moscow did not even
withdraw recognition of the
Glackshurg dynasty as the of-
rovernment of Greece,
Churchill, Eden and Bevin have
all declared that British troops’

of Mescow. Churehill emphasized
this faet again on December 26
during his Athens visit: “We
British . . . came here with ap-
proval of President Roosevelt and
Marshal Stalin...”

Inside Greece, the
have consistently blocked the
movement of the masses toward
socialism and supported the pup-
pet govermnents set up by Chii-
chill. Before the outbreak of the
¢ivil war—and even after—they
welcomed British troops. They
took posts in Papandreou’s cabi-
net and resigned only when the
shooting began.

The Stalinisis swere the first
to call for tho regency. Orn the
day the British provoked eclvil
war, the Stalinist newspaper
Riztpastis published an article by
the Stalinist leader, Jean Fevgos,
demanding the establishment of a
regeney. On December 15 PM
published a dispateh from Greece
declaring ibat "Some members of
the BLAS were sgid te be trying
to persuade all parties to accept
an iaterim government headed
by Damaskinos.”

The Assoclated Press reporied
the same day that the leaders of
EAM (Stalinist-dominated Na-
tional Liberation Front) in a pro-
posed truce sent to Scobis called
for creation of a regemcy. ‘The
offer was withdrawn “temporari-
ly to meet Britisk insistence that

Stalinists-

“wished to express the Greek
people’s feelings on.behalf of the
EAM for the efforts of Mr.
Churchill, the Prime Minister of
oour great ally, England, in
coming to Atheps.”

These facts prove irrefutably
that the BStalinists functioning
in the EAM and BELAS consider
i1t hopeless to put over the
Glucksburgs at the present time.
They want to try a regency. The
regency changes nothing essen
tial while It gives the Sialinists
a new talking point. Time ig
gainred by the counter-revolution,
permitting the British to bring in
more troops. . With sufficient
time, the Stalinists expect the
armed people to disslpate their
forces in the military struggle.

‘With the exception of the argas
in Athens held by the British, all
of Greece is now under the con
trol of armed delachments of
workers and peasgnts. The aims
of these classes are absolutely
clear. They want to rid them-
selves of the reactionary preda
tory Greek capltalists and land-
lords as well as the foreign im-
perialism that has inflicted upon
them hunger, torture, misery and
an unbearahble political regime,

The government sought by the
raasses can ooly bhe a socialist
government based on the ex-
propriation of the capitalists and
the introduction of a planned
economy. The alternative is, a

it be signed by heads of the
ELAS™ -
At the conference called in

Athens December 28 by Churchill,
the three delegates appearing in
the name of ELAS were George
Slantos, acting secretary of the
Comrfounist Party, Emmanuel
Mandakis, reporfed to be a mem-
ber of the Commurist Party, and
Dimitri Parisalldes, a Commun-
ist Party wmember and secratary
general of the EAM, First point
in the proposal these delegates
placed before the British as the
hasis for laying dewn the arms
of the Greek workers and peas
ants was establishment of a reg-
ancy, All present at the confer
enco agreed unaninously on this
point,

entered Greece with the approval

Partsalides declared that he

" On December 31 the Stalinist|

puppet regime of countfer-revoln-
tion resting on the bones of the
Greek -masses.
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To R. J.

Daar Brother Thomas:

is seabbing on his tnion because

victory in the war.”

these layoffs, Brother Thomas?

their point of view.

officials.

company takes advantage of our

pretext.

An Open Letter

Thomas

(Reprinted from Dee. 7 issue of “Woice of Local 212,” organ of
 Briggs Locdl 212, UAW-CIO, Detroit).

On November 28, the Detroit Times quotes you as follows:
“Anyone who strikes today while our sons and brothers are
shedding their blood on the battle fronts is a 1090 percent scab. He

any strike today hurts the union;

and he iz alse scabbing on hiz country because any interruption to
production, no matter how slight, causes delay to our ultimate

Coming close on the heeols of your recent speech before a Kiwanis
club, where you glorified free enterprise in a manner worthy of an
official of the National Manufacturers Association, your unqualified ™
| condemnation of war worliers as
AW wonder whose side you are on.

You say that “any interruption of production, no matter how
slight, causes delay to cur nitimate vietory in the war.” This meang
that if ten workers engage in a three-hour stoppage, (no matter
how instigated by managernent),
vicious kind of scabbing, accordin%‘ to you, Are you aware that in
the past two months tha Briggs Manufacturing Company Taid off no
less than 5000 workers? Among those lzid off, especially among the
women, there are hundreds ‘who are still out of work becauvse they
can't find jobs in industry. And if you think such sweeping layof{s
have taken place only at Briggs, you should inguire at Packard,
Fords, General Motors and other plants in this area. How about the
tens of thousands of man-hours lost to war production because of

“seabs™ makes many of us in the
[

they wounld be guilty of the most

Why i it that you are so silent about thia? Why is it that you
zo out of your way to lash at strikers, but make no demonstirative
protest whatever over these mass layofis? Why is if that you do
7ot fake management and government té fask for the complete fack
of any plans which would preetude wholesale layoffs?

Grievances of the Auto Workers

Do you know what these layoffs ertail, Brother Thomas? They
hurt not only those direetly affected, but also scores of others whe
are transferred, shifted to inferior jobs, demeted to lower-paying
codes. Are you aware thai in the heetic confusion attending these
layoffs, supervision has not been above trying to discriminate against
women and Negroes? Moraover, Brother Thomas, stewards with
enough guts and militaney to protest against suck discriminitory
practiges are at times picked off and fired. Such goadings on the
part of supervision have been at the bottom of most wartime walk-
outs. If by any chance you think this has been true only in Briggs,
ask the workers in other aute plants, ranging in size sll the way
from Bower Roller Bearing Company to Ford and GM.,

Maybe you don'’t know about these things, Brother Thomas.
Maybe you are toc busy hobnobbing with government brass hats
and members of business men’s clubs to keep in touch with what'’s
taking place-in the shops. It is only natural that when one spends
most of his time in the company of government bureauecrats and
industrial executives, one sooner or later begins to see things from

Certainly industrial executives must have read your blast against
atrikers with great satisfaction and encouragement. If they were in
the habit of putting the heat on workers, hefore, they will have.
every inducement to do so to an even greater extent now, especially
.| since your statement clearly implies that workers who sirike,

REGARDLESS OF THE PROVOCATION ON THE PART OF THE
COMPANY, will be regarded as scabs by their ranking International

.

‘Workers don’t relish being classed as scabs, Brother Thomas, -
In their language a seab is the most despicable specimen of humanity
—& traitor to the working class. Workers do not violate union, policy
by walking off the job for the fun of it. They do o because the

no-strike pledge to thuwmb its eoi-

lestive nose at our bargaining proceedure, t¢o speed-up production,
discriminate against certain workers, stall endlessly on honest
grievances, and fire cur most militant stewards on the slightest

As long as the no-strike pledge lasts the companies will con-
tinue to do these things, hecause Iabor will be deprived of its only
effective weapon, Your uncompromising support of the no-strike
pledge can mean only one thing: You desire that Izbor shall con-
tinue to be deprived of its most potent weapon. Presumably your
blast against strikers as “scabs” was timed io affect the results
of the fortheoming referendum on the no-sirike pledge.

If the auto workers are to continue heing denied the right to
strike, and i:f; the highest officer 6f our nation sontinues to castigate
workers for stoppages, while glossing over the company provoeations
which inspire the stoppages, then, Brother Thomas, we will actually
be bound over to thé tender mercies of our employers.

Surely this is not what you want. . .

Or is it?

111

.. . expressive of a double test
the party has undergone: ' the
testing of the party’s temper un-
der conditions of capitalist per-
secution; the testing of the party
cadres, their ability to carry for-
ward the work of the party in
the absence of the imprisoned
leadership and to supply the nec-
essary ldeological and organiza-
tional guidance to the vanguard
movement for the Socialist liber-
ation of mankind.”

The rescintion adepted by the
convention by a vote of 51 to 6 on
“The European Revolution and
Tasks of the Revolutionary Par-

Jty,” is printed in full in this is-

sue. With Marxist clarity and
precision the resolution analyzes
the counter-revolutionary roles
of Anglo-American jmperialism
and of the Stalinist bureaucracy
in the events now unfolding on
the European continent, whera
the revoluticnary aspirations of
the masses are surging up in one
war-torn nation after another.

Two important discussion arti-
cles on the politital problems

-dealt with in the resolution are

also published ix the magazine.

PERLEY P. McMANUS

SWP Convention Articles
Featured In December F.I.

The December issue of Fourth International, now on sale,
features the Eleventh Convention of the American Trotskyists,
held in New York November 16-20. An appraisal of this con-
vention by the editors of the magazine surveys the progress
made by the Socialist Workers Party since the imprisonment of

its leaders one vear ago. @
“The econvention was,” the |One is a criticism of the resolu-
Fourth International declares,|tion adopted by the 1943 National

Committee Plenum of the Social-
ist Workers Party. This criticism
was written by Felix Morrow
shortly before his jmprisonment.
Its view:point was rejected by the
convention,

The second articla is a reply
to Comrade Morrow’s criticism
by Comrade B. R, Frank in a
speech delivered for the National
Committee of the Party to the
New York membership during the
preconvention diseussion.

In the “Review of the Month"
the editors discuss the resnlts of
the 1944 Presidential elections.
They peint out that, conirary to
a superficial impression, Roose-
velt’s reelection for a fourth

term really marks a further stage * -
in the breakdown of the capitalist .

two-party system in  Ameriea,
They analyze the many factors
which indicate the growing desire
of the advanced workers for an
independent labor party.

Single copies’' 6f Fourth Inter-
rational may be obtained for 20
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By Paul Abbott

One year ago on December 31, 1943, {8 leaders of the So-
cialist Workers Party and officers of the Minneapolis Truck-
drivers Local 5#-CI0, defendants in the famous Minneapolis
Labor Trial, were put behind prison bars. Roosevelt imprisoned
these labor leaders as part of his preparations for imperialist
WAr., .

The Administration’s main ob~®
jective in this presecution was to
eliminate the only serious political
opposition to Wall Street’s war
by removing the leaders of the
Socialist Workers Party from wyyg,
public activity. The agent of| Unpjon after union passed re-
.plutocracy in the White House 'silutions protesting the im-
sought to prevent the American’ priconment of the 18 and demand-
people from hearing the 'TmtSkY'J ing their release. Lahor journals
ist program of socialism as the, pave the case wide publicity.
alternative to capitalist depres- 12000 people signed a petition to
sions and wars. the President, demanding the un-
" “The new situation is very| conditional pardon of the prisen-
clear te us,” declared james P.lers, To date the Minneapolis
Cannon, National Seecretary ofi Labor Cage has received the sup-
the SWP and one of the prisoners,! port of more than 400 trade
in his farewell address on De-'union, Negro and fraternal or-
cember 26, “and 1 think our ganizations representing more
understanding is accurate, As the than four million workers.:
United States began to gear all, The magnificent solidarity of

. its machinery for entry into the labor in defense of the Min-
new imperialist war, it became ngapolis priseners is one of the
necessary again to fool the peo- brightest spots in a year other-
ple. Here, as throughout the' wise marked by retreat beforel
world, a tremendous, world-wide the omslanght of the bosses and
mechanism of deception, falsifica-] the gevernment., Thig solidarity

leader Eugene V. Debs to Atlanta
prison during the First World

liberties struggle gince Wilson's §
administration sent the Socialist’

:

tion and misrepresentation was
turned loose on the people. .. Qur
party alone did not hetray, did
not sell ont. We Trotskyists told
the truth, That is the reason, and
the only reason, we are on our
way to prison”

Roosevelt hoped ¢ terrorize
the Trotskyist movemeni by his
persecution of its leaders. He
failed completely. “A movement
that is buiit upon ideas ig'a power
that is hard to destroy,” declared
Cannon. “Indeed, it cannot be
destroyed. Yeu remember the
tragic time three years ago last
August, when Trotsky fell viclim
to the sassassin, Mahy people
speculated, that now with the
great genius-leader dead, the
movement he had created would
be scattered ie the four winds
and soon disappear. We knew it
was not- 50, because the ideas
Troisky left hehind were a
mighty cement to keep the ranks
together. The party didn’t fall
into disintegration. Far from it,
the party continued to live and to
grew. That will be the case now
too, We pge to prison confident
‘that we are leaving behind us
capable men and women who are
qualified fo take our places in the
leadership of the party.”

TROTSEYISTS GAIN

The year’s events have borne
out Cannon’s predictions. The
Socialist Workers TParty has
grown stronger. It gained valu-
able recruits. Its press has leaped
in cirevulation. The most success-
ful contention in the history of
the American Troiskyist move-
ment held last November cul-
minated the year’s activity of the
‘party and set new ambitious
goals for 1945,
" These gains were made against
the most bitter efforts of the
Roosevelt  administration and its
labor lieutenants to whip up
hatred for the Trotskyists in the
labor movement. The Stalinists
also combined with Daniel J,
Tobin, head of the AFL Teamsters
International, in an unprecedented
.glander campatgn against these
working c¢lasg leaders. railroaded
to prison. Their attempt to smear

the 18 as “fasecist agents” re-

flected their alarm over the fact
that the Minneapolis case had be-
come the most celebrated- eivil

demongirates that the ranks of
labor recognize the threat to civil
liberties in the infamous Smith
“Gag’ Act, applied for the first
time in the Minneapolis case.

DENIED PARDON

Like Tobin and the Stalinists,
the Roosevelt administration
demonstrated its venom over
labor’'s support Ador the Min-
neapolis  priscners. In August
when the petition for pardon of
the 18, backed by lahor organiza-
tions throughout the country, was
presented to Roosevelt, his
agents in the Depariment of
Justice turned it down flatly.

The Bupreme Court too threw
its weight into the struggle.
Packed with Roosevelt appoing
tees, it refused three times last
December to review the convie-
tions although they were the first
under a new law whoge violation
of the Bill of Rights has been
widely recognized. Then to demon-
strate ils opposite attitude to-
ward reaction, the Supreme Court
reversed the conviction by lower
courts of Hartzel and Baum-
gartner, avowed FHitlerite propa-
gandists,

The ' Department of Justice
likewise showed where it stood.
Attorney General Biddle hustled
the Minneapolis labor prisoners
THIoligh the courts in five weeks.
He dragged out the Washington

Tr;)tskyist Leaders Just Before Imprisonment

er The 18 Entered Prison

& -

-

15 of the 18 Minneapolis Laber Case prisoners, photographed last Dec. 31 af the cntrg:nce of Henntepin County Jail, where they
spent 3 days before final imprisonment in federal penitentiaries. The 14 men were incarcerated in Sandstone; Grace Calrlson was

gent to the federal prison for women at Alderson, W. Ya. -

Roosevelt Uses Executive Power
To Regiment The Labor Movement

By C. Thomas _

From its very inception, the scheme to draft labor for work
in private industry was designed to prevent the workers from
defending their standard of lving. The outbreak of .war, the
drafting of millions of young workers into the armed forces;
the boom in war production created 2 “tight”” labor market. The
natural drift of labor is to industries paying higher ‘wages and
providing better working conditions. Competition between em-
ployers in a tight labor market would inevitably mean higher
wages and a more equitable distribution of the national income.

" During “normal” periods, the employers depend upon a
large reservoir of unemployed workers to keep wages down.
During periods of war, the army of unempioyed 1s absorbed in
the military forces and expanded war production. The employ-
ing class then utilizes political : . )
means — ifs control over gOV- | evelt’s wage-freeze and the no-
ernment — to prevent competi- | strike policy of their own leader-
tion between individual em- |ship, the workers try to solve
ployers which would increase :ih.f%l!'_l’“’b]em_ by shifting to ip-

d thus reduce the.rate| dustries working longer hou
wages an paying higher wages and provid-

trizl of the native fascists for
eight months, and now they are
free. following declaration of a2
mistrial.

LABOR'S FIGHT

Six of the 18 Minneapolis tabor
prisoners were released last
October. The remaining 12 will
he out this month. But the fight
mist continue for their pardon
and the restoration of their civil
rights, The Minneapolis case is a
dangerous precedent that cam be
used againsl other militant trade
unionists or working ¢lass leaders
Jin the future. The fight 1o wipe
the Smith “Gag” Act from the

and mass of profit ’appropnated ing better working conditions. Th
by the owners of industry. pprevent the workers from - taking

The capitalist government, advaniage of “compeiitive” wage
fupctioning as the executive arm) ..o in gifferent industries, dif-
of the employing class, seeks to| oo ony geographical localities,
establish a monopoly over hours,i oo~ the government issues, dec-
wages and conditions ef employ- rees imposing penalties on
ment. The government aims £0| workers for leaving theéir jobs
eliminate ‘“competition” between for other employment without
individeal employers in the in- “permission.”

terests of the employing class as i ";
a whole. Thus workers are frozen| JOB-FREEZE PENALTIES <
Thus the job-fregzihg scheriey

to their jebs at™ frozem wages
while the cost of living rises and| of the Recosevelt administration
profits soar. The employers' shave, gim to establish government con-
of the national income rises at|{rol over the movement of labor,
the expense of labor. The resulti over wages, hours and working
conditions. These schemes sare

is a gradual lowering of labor's
enforced by compulsion upon

standard of living.
But the workers do not “vol-; workers for vidlating Roosevelt’s
untarily” submit to the imposi-! job-freezing executive orders.
These penalties fall inte several

| statute books, niliated and or-
zanized by the Civil Rights|
Defense Committee, is Iabm‘*’sI
fight. For its own safety, labor;
is duty bound to carry this fight
through to the end.

| themselves

tien of a lower standard of liv- : \
ing. As prices and profits contin- |categories. Workers are punisheqd
by being deprived of employ-

ue to rise, real wages fall. De- '
mands for wage increases he-|ment, by imprisonment, or by be-
ing- drafted .nte the armed

come more persistent. Finding
forces. An analysis of the deve-

stymied by Roos-

" Seene at Christmas party given in Minneapolis on December 22 for the children of -the Minneapolls Labor Case Prisoners. 23
youngsters enjoved an aflerncon of games, entertainment, and refreshments—with gifts presented by Santa Clarence Hamel, one of

. the Minneapolis prisoners released in October. The party was sponsored by the

.L?."-

e o

[

lopment of the job-freeze under
the Roosevelt administration
shows how the government has
been using its powers of compul-
gion on an ever-extended scale to
chain workers to their jobs by
execative decree,

Workers “were first frozen to
their jobs only in - certain indus-
tries. In September 1942, a decree
wag issued freezing workers in
the lumber and non-ferrous. in-
dustries under -penalty of draft-
ing those who left their jobs
without permission. The decree
was then exténded to cover cer-
tain geographical areas. The in-
Qustrial ¢ity of Detroit was the
first area in which 700,000 work-
ers were.frozen to their jobs. La-
ter _St. Paul -and Minneapolis
{175,000 workers) were included.
‘When, in April 1948, the decree
was applied to 27,000,000 indus-
trial, agriculiural and govern-
ment workers, considered “essen-
tial” to the ‘“war. effort,” it be-
came national in scope. ’

The job-freeze was enforced
through the War Manpower Com-
mission and the Selective Service
system, For those falling within
the draft age the penalty of being
inducted proved an effective in-
strument of compulsion. For
women, men beyond the draft
age, 4F¥’s, etc.,. the compulsion
was economic. Employers in “es-
sential” industries were given the
right to penalize quitting work-
ers by refusing to grant them
certificates of availability without
which they were debarred from
taking ofher employment for six-
ty days.

LABOR CONSCRIPTION

Firding these penalties “in-
adequate” to regiment the entire
working population the foreed la-
bor advocates began whooping it
up - for labor conscription. The

first National Service Act was
 drawn up by Grenville Clark,
 Wall Street lawyer and behind-
the-scenes manipulator of the pol-
Ttical agents of Big Business.
Clark’s Tabor draft plan was em-
bodied in lecislation submitted by
Senator Austin in 1943, 1t provid-
ed for conscripting all adult males
bhetween the ages of 18-65 and
women between 18-50 for work
in private industry. The penalty
for violators was imprisonment.
In this way those workers whao
could not be coerced by the threat
of being drafted would be sub-
ject to the threat of imprison-
ment. The bhill died in the 1943
Congresa and was not zevived un-
til Roosevelt came out for labor
conscription legislation in his
message to Congress in January
1944,

Senator Awstin, co-author of
the Austin-Wadsworth National
Service Act, reintroduced his
forced labor bill immediately fol-
Iowing Roosevelt’s message.
Spokesmen for the Roosevelt ad-
ministration - spearheaded by the
brass-hats began a- nation-wide
agitation for labor conseription.
But the slave labor bill was so
raw that the labor bureaucrats
were compelled (o speak out
against it. The only section of
the labor movement {hat endorsed
it were the Stalinists. - Despite
powerful support from the capi-
talist press, radio, manufacturers’
agsociations, ete., the pressure of
the people was strong enough to
stem the reactionary drive for
forced labor legislation,

Blocked in their legislative drive
the forced labor advocates have

Twin Cities branch of the Workers Defense League,
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since executed a series of flank
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| NOTICE

The National Educational
Department of the Socialist
Workers Party is anxious to
secure the following literature
in English, German, French or
Hussian: .

Theses of the first 3 con-
gresses of the Communist In-
ternational.

All copies of the magazine
“The Communist International”
of 1922 in which articles by
Zinoviev appear.

. Zingviev's writings on the
Italian Socialist Party, Jan-
vary-~July Inprecorr.

- If you can give, loarn or sell
these to the National Office,
please write fo:

Charles Carsten
National Educational
Director, SWP’

116  University . Place,
New York 3, N. Y.

attacks to attain their objective.
All sorts of schemes were ad-
vanced to fix penalties on 4F's
and men over draft age who “left
their jobs without permission.”
These schemes found a sympa-
thetic ear in Roosevelt. Failing
to accomplish his plan by legis-
lation, Koosevelt used his tre-
mendous war p ¢ w e r s to
strengithen the job-freeze shack-
les by executive decree and put

.over his program piece-meal,

ROGSEVELT'S DECREES

Thus Roosevelt issued a decree
which went into effect July 1,
1944 placing all male workers
over the age of 17 under the con-
trol of the Government’s United
States Employment Service. Un-
der the Roosevel{-McNutt “prior-
ity-referral” plan workers would
he compelied to {zke jobs in in-
dustries and areas designated by
the USES. Those who refused,
zaid MeNutt, would be “deprived
of unemployment compensation
benefits,” and wounldn't be able
to get a job without a certificate
from the USES.

Agzin, in December 1844, fol-
lowing & frenzied campaign
around fake “ammunition” “and
“manpowey shortage,” Roosevelt
issued another decree instructing
Selective Service to induet -all
those within draft age who left
their jobs without permission, of
their draft boards. Spokesmen
for the administralion have an-
rnounced they are now planning to
bring the 4F's and older men
within Roosevelt’s recént “work
or fight” decree,

As the resistance of the work-
ers fo the wage and job-freeze
mounts, Itoosevelt regsortz more
and more to methods of compui-
sion to hold the wage-freezing
line. Rule by executive decree
is substituted for legislative ac-
tion in dealing blows againgf the
labor movemeni. The wage
freeze was imposed by executive
decree. The job-freeze likewise.
Reoosevelt is consistently moving
in the direction of regimenting
and enslaving (he working people
through the use of his executive
powers. And this conscious agent
of capitalist reaction is touted as
the foremast “friend of labor” by
the treacherous labor lackeys who
boast they reelected him fo of-
fice! .

READ
THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL’

By V. Grey

Some Bethlehem steelworkers, not well versed in political
economy, have wondered from iime to time, “How come Eugene
Graee is entitled to a take of $523,000 per annum ?”” The answer is
just simple arithmetie,

Say you get 2500 dollars a year for working—when you work.,
Then if you worked twice as hard, or twice as long—16 hours a day—
vou'd get twice the money, or 5000 dollars. A little more, counting
the time-and-z-hzalf. If you are tiwice as skilled, on the other hand,
ter spending five or six years in an Enginecring college, you might
make the $5000 a vear on the basis of just an eight hour day, liks
the engineers do. That's fair enough.

But Eugene Grace gets a salary of 523,000 dollars a year, Tt
could be that he works 209 times as hard as you, because that's how
rrany times $2500 goes into $623,000.

Of eourse, you might object that you eat Wheaties in the morn=
ing, too, and you can’t understand how anyone could have 209 times
the energy you do. )

Well it’s possible, then, that he works 209 times as long. That’s
1672 hours a day. And you can make the same amount of money
vourself if you're not too lazy to put in the time. .

Bul that doesn’t quite make sense. S¢ if he doesnt work 209
times as hard, and he doesn’t work 209 times as fong, maybe he
works 209 times as skilled. He must be 209 times as educated, Whers
an engineer went to school twice as long as you, Grace must have
gone 209 times as long, or about 1672 years. ’

However, he couldn’t have started dttending college in the third
centory A.D. because they didwt have any colleges then. ’

EUGENE GRACE MUST BE A GENIUS

How is it then, that he knows 209 fimes as much? Is his brain
209 times as big? No. There’s really only one answer. It’s gemius,
He must have been horn with it. He must be inspired with someé
knowledge far beyond our power to understand. He never learned .-
it the ordinary way. ' ’

Bat that's the way genivs works, you see. A poet, for instance,
just sits down with a tose in fromt of him, or maybe a glags of
whiskey—and before you can stand a guarter up on its edge, he
dashes off a whole poem, beautiful as anything. )

Eugene Grace is like that- poet. You can't corapare a msan like
Mr. Grace with ordinary men. (You can’t compare $523,000 with
an erdinary income either).

Of course some ordinary people can't understand what it is that
a genius like Mr, Grace actually does—what his work really is."But
that doesn’t mean anything. People never do undetstand gening |
anyway. ) -

I bet you thought this shop ran pretty much by itself what with
a couple of hundred of us working men and women, a touple of
maintenance men, machinists and a foreman we see as little as ..
possible. But if -you'd read the tompany bulletin board as carefully
as you should, you'd sece a letter from Mr. Grace himself every yoar
or so telling you how hard we all worked (including -him). ’

You might have thought that what with us people to make the
¢oke, make the iron, make the steel and steel products, what with
salesmen to sell it, what with the government to buy it and whole
armies begging for it so they could blow it to pieces right away,
you might have thought Mr. Grace wouldn’t have much
where you'd be wrong.

to do. That's
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No, he doesn’t, fool around swithe the production. end of. steelmake . o

ing. He doesn’t waste his valvable time with the business end of it
either. But every month, rain or shine, come hell or high witer, he
has te preside .over a board of director’s -meeting, where hé tells
them how to djvide up the thirty-eight million dollars in profits that
they skim off every year, ) .

And it you don’t think THAT'S 209 times as.much as Fou could

do if you .were in his place, then vou must he ,a Trotskyist or .
gomething. ’

10 Years Ago

In The Militant

JANUARY 5, 1935

SACRAMENTO—At the start of the infamous Criminal Syndicalism
trial of 18 militant leaders of the Agrieultural and Cannery
Workers Association came new evidence of the frame-up nature
of the case. The California Growers’ Association injtiated
proposals that District Attorney McAlister he hired as spedial
prosecutor. McAlister, defeated in the November elections in.
which he campaighed on a red-baiting platform, was to leave
office Jan. 5.

“The truth is,” said The Militant, “that the Sacramento
cases are being pushed not se much by local conservative
politicians as by the growers of the Sacramento, San Joaquin
and Imperial Valleys, and the banks of Frisco, who are against
unions everywhere and always.” Describing the selection .of
the jury, The Militant continued, “Workers have been disqualified
and most of the jurors selected so far live in the fashionable
pari of town”

NEW YORK—In the first of a series of articles on incipient fascist
movements in the United States, The Militant discussed the
demagogic “Share the Wealth” formula of Senator Huey
(Kingfish) Long of Louisiana, who on September 1, 1934 had
-been able to claim a following of nearly a million and a half.
Under the banner of a “reformist” program to curb monepolies, °
Long tightened his grip on the apparatus of the Louigiana gov-
ernment and spread cut feelers in other states, Politizal
maneuverings and Tammany-style corruption helped swell his
ranks. - . ' ’ '

WASHINGTON—Rejecting the 5-5-3 ratio of ships (5 for the iLs,;
§ for Britain, 3 for Japan) by which the United States main-
_tained supremacy in the Pacific, Japan demanded “disarmament”
—ihe scrapping of “offensive” ships, and the establishraent of
cqual tomnage for all three nations. In reply, Washington ane
nounced a Pacific “maneuver” of the Navy. “A new armament’,
race has begun,” warned The Militant. “Another step toward war

has been taken. Let the workers of the world be on guard’ for
their own interests.™ .

SAAR BASIN-The Saar Basin, with a predominantly working-class
population of 900,000, prepared to ¢ast its vote in the coming.

¥

i)

plebiscite, to determine whether it would remain under. Frenéh - f _
%

“control or return to Germany. In Germany, a defeated working
class lay prostrate under Hitler's iron heel; in France, -fWe
working class was following the same false policies and Ieader-
ship of the Stalirists and Social-Democrats, which had led the
German labor movement to disaster. .

ROME—“The . Pope announced,” said an editorial in The Militant,
“that the Roman Catholic Church would: observe ‘strigt
neutrality’ in the Saar. . . The other day, however, all the
leading Dbishops in the Saar read statements from Lthet
pulpits . . r
Germany.”

. urging their congregations to vote for returning 0 @ﬂ?
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“EABOR WITH :
HOT BMANGIPATR ITASLEF WHERE
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN I8
BRANDED" 3

Negro Struggle

By Cherles Jackson_______.__ |

A WHITHE 3KRIN OAN-

- HKARL

Athens and Georgio

The Greek manges have been
engaged in a bloody war against
British imporialism. The Negro
people in America are engaged in
a socizl struggle for full citizen-
ship and complete equality. Far
removed tactically and geogra-
phically ag are these two strug-
ples from each olher, yet the
have g political interconnection
that deserves close serntiny.

“We have all seen how the brave
Greeks under the ELAS have
carried oh their civil war in such
a resolute fashion. Invaded by

the Nazis, oppressed, famished,
enslaved and diseased, still they
are struggling - courageously
against the attempts of Churehiil
tinder the guise of “liberation” to
enforce upon them a government
composed of the same exploitingJ
traifors who helped oppress their
oWT countrymen at the tirae when
the Nazis were overruning the
country.

In this most recent war be-
tween the British military arm
and the Greek people it is well,

British and their Greek puppets,
have wercilessly fired on and
murdered men, women and chil-
dren, They have wused machine
guns, tanks, planes and heavy
artillery against the “liberated”
Gresks—the same instruments of
are ostensibly so
badly needed on the German
front. )

The American government has
tried to give the impression that
it is blameless for this British
policy in Greece. Like Pontins
Pilate, it has tried to wash its
hands of the whole affair, BEach
and every gangster, however, in
a murder mob, s equally gunilty
of the ¢rimes committed by his
cohorts. Let us not forget that
many of the weapons that were

be forewarned of the methods
that will be adopted by the ruling
class in dealing with all those who
oppose its vile inerests,

Even a “leftist’” Greek govern-
ment—let alone a real revolu-
tionary workers state—thireabtens
the interests of British imperial-
ism and is consequently attacked,
In the same way, complete racial
equality whichk would lead to
closer working-class solidarity is
contrary to the inferestzs of
American Big Business. The
forces which strive for such
equality, mainly the Negro
masses, will also if it bécomes
necessary, be ruthlessly attacked.

In view of these recent events,
on what sort of ressoning do
some of the Negro leaders baese
thelr contention that thizs war will
advance the Negro's cause? Isn't
it obvioug to them that the mili-
tary might of Britain is directed
by white men? Don't they realize
that these valiant Greek forces
of liheration were composed of
white workers? If the reac-
tionary stench given off by decay-
ing capitalism will include white
men giving orders to shoot down
white wowien and children, then
what can we expeet to be the fate
of the blacks and browng?

Let us mot fail to learn from
these tragic events. The Greek
people who have fought off the
Fascists, the Nazis, and now the
British imperialists will scon
realize that their only hope lies
in the overthrow of the capitalist
system itself,

In America we have seen
Negroes denied full citizenship,
oppressed and lynched. We have
aluo seen white workers and farm-
ers condemned to Hves of poverty,
prejudice and ignorance. Let the
people themselves, he they here
or in strife-torn Furope, get
together as the working class and
remove the system of exploita-

wsed against the Greek workers
had been manufactured here for
the profit of American capitalists.

What bearing do these facts1
have on the Negro stmgg]e?|
Simply ‘this. We should thereby,

tion and inequality which is the
cause of all this domestic and
Foreign oppression, Only with
so¢talism will either of these
struggles for liberation be
brought to a victorions end.

OF THE RUSSIAN

When an idea ig in the air of an |
epoch, that is to say, when the
general conditions for its birth
and growth are present, men be-
gin to have a presentiment of it,

peveral men at the same time..
Marx snd Engels arrived at the
same conclusion as to the founda-
tions of modern society, and, in
twenty-five years of admirable
intellectual collaboration, founded
seientific socialism. The Russian
Revolution was to realize in ac-
tion — but action nourished by
solid thought -~ a collaboration
Just as remarkable: that of Lenin
and Trotsky. )

Expelled from France in 1916
by an order signed by Malvy
(Jules Guesde wag in the cab-
inet), as a result of a provoea-
tion; then deported from Spain
as an undesirable element, Trot-
sky went to New York where he

in  revolutionary activity; and
then to Canadaz whence he plan-
néd to set shil for Russia. In-
terned in & toncentration camp
with his wife and children, he fin-
wily was set free, thanks to the
intervention of the Petrograd So-
viet, He arrived in the capital
on May 5, 1917, and his first
speedh, delivered as scon as he
got off the boat, demanded the
seiziiré of power.

Hig pergonality, as an orator,
journalist, and organlzer, some-
tiities seemed fo overshadow that
of Lenin, which at first glance
appeared legs stifking. Lenin
was good-natured, unasguming,
ordinary jn appearance; an out-
_sider wounld schreely have noticed
him: he spoke with extreme sim-
pHeity, and it was not so rjueh

gneer.Paraqraphs SEEEE

LENIN AND TROTSKY -- LEADERS

REVOLUTION

lar gift or concern for form,
what he had to say and nothing
more, Never in-his lfe did he
make the siightest concession to
the demon of literafure.

Trotsky, -on the other hand,
would nowhert have passed unno-
ticed, with his shock of hair, the
erect carriage of his head, the
intensity of his blue-gray eyes.
He had about him something
authoritative and compelling. On
the platform, his voice had a met-
allic ring, and each sentence was
like a sharp thrust., He was to
become thé orator par excellence
of the revolution. His wridten
style is consummately skiliful.
But the main thing was that the
hour which had struck was the
hour he had awaited, foreseen,
and desired all hig life. In the So-
cial Demoeratic party he was the
theoretician of the permanent
revolution, which nieans a revo-
jution which cannot, and will not,
be extinguished before it has com-
pleted its work, and which con.
gequently can be coneeived only
on an internationa! plan.

By his knowledge of languages
and peoples, hé was the most En-
ropsan of -the Rursian revolution-
iste. Lenin had, however, one in«
contestable superioxity over him;
his party, formed through four-
teen years of siruggles and la-
bors, from 1903 to 1917, . .. The
documents of the period were for
years Mot to separate the names
of these two men who, by and
large, thought and acted as one,
translating the thought and ac-
tion of millions: These were the
two heads of the revolution.

(From “From Lenin to Stalin,”
by Victor Serge, pp. 14-15. Pion-

Kg language 4as the force of . his
redsoning which smoved his audi-
ence. He wrofe, without partica-

eer Publishers, 1937; 112 pp.: 50
cents. Order from Pioneer Pub-
| lishers, 116 University PL, N. Y.
3, N.Y)
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Spealter:
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QUESTIONS

DISCUSSION

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE
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rear Union Square)

Refreshments

ICIO Mee

(Continued from page 1)
the war hag this key industrial
center, scene of some of lahor’s
greatest struggles, witnessed such
an enthusiastic and fighiing uh:
ion gathering. It recalled nothing
so much as the pre-war spirit of
the great aulo strikes.
The high-point of the meeting
wag reached when Ben Garrison,
UAW Local 400, arcused the as-
sembled unionists with an appeal
“to call a labor holiday" and
“meet on the picket line” in a
solid fAghting front &gainst - Av-
ery’s open shop offensive.

The eniire meefing rose up and
cheered themselves boarse ifn res-
ponse to Garrison’s appeal. For
a time, it appeared they would
over-ride the chalrman, who ruled
the proposal out of order on the
grounds that thiz meeting did not
constitite a formal body empow-
ered to take a atrike voie. In
sisting that the motjon be put to
a vote, the assembly repesatedly
shouted, “Holiday! Hotiday!”
Thus, the workers expresséd thelr
pent-up resenfmeni at the intol
erftble restraints of the no-strike
pledge foisted on them by the
cowardly CIO Jeaders. . |

Only with the greatest difflculty
did the top leadership at the
meeting finally quelt the insist-
ent demand for immediate action.
And this was accomplished only

ting Backs |

/ard Stri kes_' 2

iT)s;ored the mass meeting, “be con-
tinually enlarged” and “assume
leadership” as the “CIO Coordin-
ating Committee of Wayne Coun-
ty.” Tremendous appiause alsc_r
greeted the proposal of another
speaker to  withhold per capita
taxes from the (ouncil and “in-
stead pay thizx money directly

ers.”
NO-STRIKE POLICY QOFPPOSED

angiy regentment agaipst Roos-
evelt’s pussyfobt policy toward
Avery and the openshopiérs, but
the rising opposition to the whle
no-strike policy. With the UAW
referendum on this key guestion
impending, the no-gtrike policy
hag become the most fnomentods
issne 1o this area. Even though
feverigh .efforts were made fo.-bar

declared: “We are asked to give

is' to make our position on the
ao:gtrike pledge clear. We can
tontribute a wlole lot to help the

after hurried platform consulta
tlon with the steadily-paling Gus
Becholle, Cl0 Regional Direetor
who early in the strike had given
it his formal endorsement. There
was atl implied agsurance among
the ranks that unless Avery were
brought to heel in the next few
days, nothing would bhold them
back from the “label holiday”
they so heatedly demanded.

MILITANT SPIRIT

Every speaker, c¢aught up on
the tide of fighting =pirit, was
impelled to volce {he militant
sentiments of the audience. “This
iz the fight of the entire labor
movement,” declared Pauwl Sil-
ver of UAW Local 85, Averys
defiance, he said, was the <¢hal
lenge of all the open ghop forcesn
“ag to whether we shall have
trade unions or net. Are we go
ing to face the issue and fight
back or are we z0ing to have the
same thing happen as In 1919?”
Matt Hammond, President of
West Side Tool and Die Local
157, UAW-CIO, recalled how lle
police were prevented from
smashing & smell toel and die
atrike ih 1937 whefi the Cadillac
workers marched o their -sup-
port on the picket’line. He urged
the CID ranks to join the Ward
picket lines 8} the dame apirii.
The most bitter indignation of
he workers was reserved for the
traitors in thelr own ranks, the
Stalinists. These finks attempted
openly to saboiage support for
the Ward strikers and had used
their 'machine-control of {he
Wayne County CIO Council te
block a motign for endorzsmeént
of the Ward walkout. At this
mass meeting expressing the real
gsentiments of the workers, where
the Stalinlste did mot dare to
open their moutbe, Scholle publit-
ly ¢haracterized the Btallnists s
“those imalleclong peopla ‘whore
first lovalty is to something else
(Kremlin bureaucracy) bestdes
abor.”

Roy Scogging, Reglonal Diree-
tor of the CIQ United Retail,
Wholesalerand Departitnent Store
Employes, the unjoh .conducting
the Ward sirike, denounced the
Stalinist-dominated Wavyne Coun-
ty CIO Council as following “a
policy not conducive te the wel
tare of our people.” Me further
advocated that the Waynea County
Local Presidents Committee,
whichk was organized fo ald the

o

Montgomery Ward workers get
betier ecoriomic conditions if we
abandon the position that under
no circumstances arée wa for

to the Montgomery Ward strik- |

This meeting reflected not only |

discussion of this dominating e[
gue at the mass™ meésting, bvery|

speaker was forced to toudli|™-
upen it CEE |
Thus, a member -of  Lingoln |:

Local 900 voiced the keahest sgh:|
timents of the rahkg whedh he|

moral support to the strike., But|'
the best moral aid we can-givel -

strike aetion.”

 ""This Is Where

Repeat Performance

We Came In!"’

majority to ram through a reaffi

strikers. 2
" Despite the paralyzing strangle.
hold on the Counecil thevy have
maintained up to now, the Stalin-
ists sucteedad In passing the no-
striks motion by the rélatively
narrow margin of 102 to §4. This
was the strongest opposition vote
in years. Heretofore, scarcely a
voice hasg been raised to cliallenge
Stalinist policles.

The opposition to the no-strike
pledge motion was voiced desplie
the lylng assurancé of the chalr-
Attt §8 wen intendsd merdly
to express the attituds of the
Council toward the forthcoming
UAW refershdum on the no-strike
policy. ‘This metion, the chair-
man claimed, was divoreed. from
the Montgomery Ward strike Ia
gue, which was to be discussed
geparately.

The Stalinista’ teal strikebreak-
ing intent was subzequently rev-
ealed when they spoke against
supporting the Ward strikers, bas
ing their srguments on the mo-
tion previously passed to reaf-
firm the mo-strike pledge. So en-
raged were the milithnts by the
fink speeches of the Stalinisis
that ot only those who voted
against the pledge, but mapy who
voted for it, walked out of the
meeting in disgnst.  They left
the notorious Stalinist wheel:
horse, Nat Ganley, tallting only
to his small elrele of followers.

CONDEMN ROOSEVELT

Significantly, militant speakars
at the Councll meeting trained
thelr gung Dot only against
Avery and the Stalinists, but also
against the mah whom they ‘had
helped less thah two months ago
to be reelect}id ta a 4th term in
the White Hodse. Amidst the

Ward strike, and which had spon-

digruplivé booing and catealls of

{Continued from page 1}

will not only reach but surpase
it. .
The swift growth of The Mili-
tant in the past year has dem-
onstrated that thousands and
tens of thiousands of workers are
accepting our paper as their own.
They value the news of events
inh the American and world labor
movements which The Militant
alone presents and explains in a
scientific, Marxist manner. With
the constant exposure of the lies
of the imperialist war-mekers-—
with the growing threat of cut-
backs and unemployment at home
— these workers are learning
through everyday experience the
need for a workers’ government
and a socialist saciety to solve
their problems. The Militant aims

emancipation
wars and insecurity.

The surest indicatlon of the ap-
preciation of thése new readers
ie that so many have already be-
come volunteer hgents, selling
hundreds of subscriptions to Ths
Militaht in the past few months
to their friends ard shopmates.
Inapired by theitr example, we
jntend to enlist all of our sub-

‘Militant” YearlySubscription
Rate Reduced From $2To $ 1

to help them find the road to
from * capitalist

great ariy of Militant boosters
broad¢asting  its messags  of
working class emancipation to
workers everywhere.

The new low rate of §1 per year
was also established to mske It
casier for the tena of thousands
of new readers who have found
THEIR program in The Militant
to resubscribe for a full year.
Other rates have been adjusted to
conform %o the new yearly rates.
They inciude a special introdug.
tory rate, for new subscribers

{the previous rate was B certs
for three months). The regular
six-month subscription - renewal
rate ig 50 cents,

Buy The Militant
IN DETROLT

and to block a motion of,sﬁp;gt fo_r the Montgoméry Ward

only, of 25 cents for aix months

rmation of the no-strike pledge

the Stalinlst stcoges, one spealer
after ancther lashed out at Roos-
evelt, ’

The typleal sentiments of many
of Roorevelt's recent supporiers
wap volcad by Hargraves, a léad-
ing member of the State, Couniy
and -Munteipal Bmployes. “I work-
ed like hell for Roosdvelt. Biit
many people are wonderihg who
won the election — we, br thosk
ofl the other side. Firdt of all
¥e saw the appointment of tlres
‘maliforaires to the Stafe Depart|

Stalinist Machine Blocks CIO
Council Aid To Ward Str_ikers

DETROIT, Mich., Dec. 24—Opposition fo the treacherous ® :
policies of the Stalinists who dominate the Wayne County CIO
Council rose to its bitterest pitch: at the Council meeting last
Tuesday night, when the Stalinists ¢xercised their mechanical

T did the right thing when I voted
for Roosevelt.,” Then pointing
his fingér at the misguided work-
ers among the Stalinist hecklers
Hargraves asserted: . “If you
gearch your own minds, you will
find fthere the same feeling that
I have” :

When Hodges Mason, a Stalin
st tobl and vicepresident of the
Council, ‘made e vicious attack
o £he Ward strikers ahd sought
to wiitewash the anti-labor role
of Roosevelt, a rank and-file dele-
gate answered him: “f'too voted
for Roosevell. But ‘I know if
these ‘people did not Zo out on
gtrike, the President woild con
tinie to piggon-hole this matter

W~ a8 -he did for the past two years,

ment. We see How Churchill _is1i
agting in Gresce. And now Roos-’
gvelt is silent while Sewell Avery’
is trying to crush the labor move
ment. I am wondering whether

Why hasn't the president acted
before a strike was necessary ? If
we don't support the Ward strik
erg, the matter will be pigeon-
holed for another two yéars”

ROOSEVELT'S

HALTS WARD

(Continued froin page 1)
eight months ago. Avery has not
budged an inch, issuing the
deflant statement that “I'm still
in charge” Avery’s underlings
have refused to cooperate with
Army officials in the operation of
the business. Moregver, Mont-
gomery Ward’s profits are fully
safeguarded hy the government
and Avery is assured ultimate
restoration intact of his property.
Meanwhile, he is still free to
operate his other §00-odd open-
shop establishments and {c ¢on-
tinue his fight agaitst the unions.
So patently timid have been the
government’s moves, that At-
torney General Blddle tried fo
pass off the government’s ob-
viously pussyfeoting “caution”
by facetiously claiming that
Avery is “perfectly harmless.”

TOUGH TOWARD LABOR

But the administration has
never exercised similar “caution”
if its attacks on labor. Roosevelt
had no hesitancy or legal seruples
Wheh, six months before Pearl
Harbor, he ordered Army deeupa-
tion of the North American Avia-
tlon plant and drove strikers back
to work at the bayonet point. He
observed no legal fine points when

‘drad,

‘SEIZURE’
STRIKES

Decemher to head off 4 threaten-
ed strike. In his attempts to
bresk last yaar's mine strikes, he
repeatedly teook over the coal
mines with no apparent reluc-
tance, '

Attornay General Biddle has
conceded to Avery that the WLB
directivés are only “re¢commenda-
tions,” defending the “seizures”
solely ms a strikébroaking re.
quisite. But the administration
has never treated WLB diractives
to workers as mere “recommin-
dations,” Such directives have
been enforced promptly &nd
frinly, and the WLB itself has
bean armed with punitive pow-
ery. In addition to siding with the
employers 99 times out of a hun-
the WLB has ponalized
strikers by delaying conecessions,
withholding 1 nio n security
clauses, reducing retvoactivé pay
grants, ete. .

The workers can be e¢ertain
thaé;
consequences of the latest Ward
“seizures,” they will operate in

Roosevelt's fundamentally anti-
labor policy, his kid-glove treat-
ment of the lahor-hating open-
shoppers, and hiz club-wielding
against workera defending their

he “seized” the railroads last

elementary rights,

* WHAT

- o
Fascism
* HOW TO FiGHT IT
A Compilation

By LEON TROTSKY
With An Introduction

“The Militant’
BOOKSHOP
8513 Woodward Ave.
Detroit, Mich.

15 ¢

gcribers, mew and old, into a

By E. R. Frank

PIONEER PUBLISHERS .

ITIS

ents

whatever the ‘immediate|

the long run only to reinforce|FOses

Diary Of A Steel Worker

By Theodore Kovalesky

Bvery now and then you pick up the papet, and somebody who'd
Jike to be a poet has a verse there telling how pretty the snowflakes
are; and how pretty winter is, and how much he likes it. Most likely
you don’t read it, but if you do, you know whoever wrote it isn’t 8
steelworker, because winter ian't so good when vou're a steelworker.
If you live fairly near the mill, you get up cold and sleapy and

sting as they hit your face. The street lights are cold and pale, for
it’s entirely dark outside, and it won’t be light until yowve Dbeen
working quite & while.

If you live farther away (ahd
many do, because steel plants are
Jocated usually outside the cities, on
the rivers and lakes) you have to
get up even aarlier t0 make the
trip, The snow drifts over the
reads, and vou can’t get your car
cut, or else the old jaloppy won’t
start. Winter brings out all the
bugs in an old car. Then you take
your chances with the bus lines.
Iri the cold and darkness,
you're slways twice as sleepy. You
stand there, trying to stamp the
rivinbness out of your feet, trying
to squeeze it ont of your fingers
by opening and shutting your
hands. You wish to heli®the bus . ]
would come. Thé man next to you is also trying to keep hig bloed
cireulating by stamping his feet and rubbing his hands. He wishes
fo heli the bus would come. The others are all standing there feeling
niiserable and wishing it teo.

Most of them are entirely silent, but every now and then one
will mutter a few curses about how the bus line doesn't give a damn
about the workingmen. You agree with ‘him but you don’t bether to
arswer. He's not talking to anyone in particular anyhow.

Then somebody says, “Here it comes,” and the whole crowd
of you begin to mill and push toward the curb. There aren’t very
many seats, and if you can get one, you may be able to get & lttle
nap on the way out. Luck’s with you this morning. The bus stops
almost in front of you, and you don’t have to worry about getting in
to get a seat. You just let the crowd behind you push you into the
bus. You get your seat, all right, and you wateh the rest of them
sho\n‘pg in, until the bus is packed so tightly that the driver can
hardiy close the doors. ’

The bus struggles with the snow for a moment and starts groan-
ing and bumpirg along in low gear. You sit back, glad you're not
jamimed into the front of the bus, ahd scrape some of the frost from
the window so you can look out. You're going through the red light
district, but at this hour, almest everything is quiet., Here and thers
through an uncurtained window you glimpse the bare walls of a
furnished room, pallid undér the light of an unshaded electric bulb.
Sometimes a person moves past the window. Everything looks very
sordid.

* At this hout, much of the ¢ity iz sleeping. Only the prostitutes,
going to bed, and a portion of the workers, going to work, are

-Btrring. It is very-cold ‘and lopély, - :

On the Way to the Mill

You go on, The hus ereeps and lurches past the railread yards’
and warchouses. The window steams np again, and you wipe it with
your glove. On the walls of the bus are signs forbidding smoking,
but many of the workers have lighted cigarettes and pipes. The bus
driver doesr’t say anything. He has a ecigaret himsel, The air is
thick with smoke, and you hear some non-smoker in the back com-
plaining about it, but nobody pays any atténtion to him, and he
sulkf guietly. Across from you a kid (how young some of thework-
ets ate nowadays!) leans his head against the windew and sleeps
with hiz mouth epen.

The bus straing up the ramp of a canal bridge, and a8 the
window begins to cloud over again, you make out the vague out-
lings of a freighter laid up for the winter. You eross that bridge and
one or two others and go on through the darkmess. .

The ofd bus groans up a hill, and from the top, you see at last
your destihation several mlles down thé road. Thers is & rusty glow
in the sky. It's not very beautiful. The sky is too black, and the glow
is tos brown to call it beautiful. Besides you're too gleepy in the
stuffy bus to appreclate it. .

As you approach the giant mill, you see the flickering, angry
yellow flames of thé coke oven and 2 dusty golden shaft of light

and coke dven the sky lights vp as No. 4 furnace hegins to cast and
run cinder. { !
The bus lurches o last time and pulls to a stop. The men sta’rid-]
Ing up fall againgt each other and sweat as they crush the paper
bags carrying their lunches, You make your way out of the bus
and into the cold, sarprised to find how bad the air inside had be-
come. Agdin the snow stings your face. Your eyés begin fo runm,
and you sniffle a bit as you show your hadge to the cop at the gate
and begin to plod through the snow, up the road, and over countless
railroad tracks on the way to your department. The warmth of the
bus seat has left you. The sky is very dark., Once again-you feel
©old all over and terribly tired, '
But the work day is just beginning.

NEW YORK FORUM

HEAR A TROTSKYIST ANALYSIS
“The Civil War
in
Greece”

Why Are the Allies Shooting Down the Greek Masses?

An Expose of the Secret Imperialist Deals st Teheran
i’ and Quebec

Why the Allies Fear the Rising European Revolution

Speaker: Joseph Hansen
Author and Leeturer

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 . 8 P. M.

116 University Place (corner 13th between Broadway and
Fifth Avenue)

Question Peried
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trudge to work through ruts and snowdrifts. The wind and snoew _

projected from one of the open hearths. Between the open hearth
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Te defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the
world proletariat, against
all assacits of . world im-
perialism and of internal
counter-revolution, is the
most important duty of
every clasg-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
sy the government, but under conirol

of the trade unioms. Special ofﬁcera’_l
training camps, financed by the gov-

ernment but controlled by the trade
* unions, to train workers to become
officers.

drafted into the army. .

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
.with Jim Crowism everywhere.
Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-

priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the

rising cost of living,

Workers Defense Guards against v1gll
ante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions,

6.

8. A Workers' and - Farmers® Govern-
ment.
9, The defense of the Soviet Union

against imperialist attack,

Voice Of Imperialism

The leadinlg mouthpiece of American imperial-
ism, the New York Times, in a December 29 edi-
toriai lauds Churchill’s plan to set up a regency
in Greece. The Tines takes to task those who be-
lieve “Brilain seeks to dominate Greece politically
and commercially, close Greece off from other
markets, exploit Greek resources for Britain's ben-
ef‘t 7.

A mistaken view, claims the Tines. “The life-
line of the British Empire runs through the Medi-
terranean.” What Churchill really evinces is a
“paturil interest in wishing a country so close
to that lifeline as Greece to be orderly and pros-
perous and democratic.”

Under this democratic wool, however, the teeth
of American imperialism are clearly visible.
make understandable to its readers the “gesture of
British good will” toward Greece, the Fimes ob-
‘we have a similar interest in small
countries bordering on the Panama Canal.”

The shooting of Greek workers and peasants is
indeed remindful of the way American troops
were sent to Nicaragua during the twenties ¢ hunt
down the followers of Sandine who struggled for
democracy in that unhappy country.

Britain’s policy of setting up puppet regimes in

. Greece i3 likewise remindful of the scandalous ori-

gin of the Republic of Panama. This tiny country,
straddling the Isthmus of Panama, was set up
through a revelution against Colombia in 1603
financed by American dollars. and backed by the

" Theodore Roosevelt administration,
A similar revolution had previousiy chded the -

kingdom of Hawaii and brought these islands di-
rectly under the spreading wings of the rapacious

Wall Street vulture. Puerto Rico and the Philip- -

pines -were seized folléwing the Spanish-American
war. Cuba also fell into the orbit of American
imperialism. Wall Strect today has its own pup-
pet regimes like that of bloody Vargas in Brazil.
The Times, trying to justify Churchill’s actions,
admits that Washington is pursuing a similar poli-

¢y to this day. “If we think realistically enough ’

Trade uniom wages for all workers’

To

about lifelines, we may even remind ourselves that
wé sometimes take an interest in the kind of gov-
ernment possessed by countries no nearer to the
Panama Canal than Argentina.”’

However, the Times doesn’t go quite far enough.
Wall Street has predatory interests in other areas
besides the two American continents. Big Business
has been assiduously penetrating British markets

"since the beginning of the Second World War. The

otl trust has broken the monopoly of the British
oil barens in the Middle East and is utilizing- this
deal as a model for similar deals in other raw ma-
terials now’ held by the British.

Even in Europe, long considered native territory
by the British, the Wail Street colossus is raising
its own voige. Belgian workers have been shot down
by troops under the command of General Eisen-
hower. American representatives exercise joint con-
trol with the British in Italy. And even in Greece
the American vulture casts its shadow. Thus at

the conference with ELAS delegates cailed by

Churchill to set up the regency of Damaskinos, the
American Ambassador, Lincoln MacVeagh, sat as
a more than interested observer.

When the Times voices sympathy with Church-

ill's “good try -at solving this problem” in Greece,
one can easily see that such sympathy arises out
of direct experience in handling similar problems
of empire.

Profits Of War

The dollar batriots are doing all right under
the . “equality of sacrifice” program. A few re-
ports culled at random ‘from thé financial section

" of the capitalist press provide an eloquent com-

mentary on Roosevelt’s promise “to take undue
profits out of war.”

A few weeks ago, the Securities and Exchange
Commission disciosed that, 1,271 registered Amer-
ican- corporations added $803,000,000 to their ag-
gregate net working capital during the first six
months of this year (1944)" :

The statement of a leading tire manufacturer, .
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, disclosed:

that: “After providing for all charges including
$58,727,714 taxes and adding $2,500,000 to the
reserve for contingencies, the net proflt was §16,-
310,845, the largest in .the company’s history.”
Eight manufacturing companies engaged in way
production “had total earnings of $154,284,060
or 12 percent above the $137,332,803 reported for
the nine months ended with September, 1943.
Profits in 1944 showed a substantial increase over
1943,

In addition to these lush war profits, the cor-
porations are laying away nest-eggs for the “post-

© war” period. In its quarterly analysis, the Securify

and Exchange Commission reports that: “Corpo-
rations also continued to accumulate post-war cred-
its in refundable taxes, raising the total of such
refunds to $1,800,000,000, as of June 30, an increase
of $200,000,00¢ in the quarter.”” On top of that,
the corporations have “a vast reserve of possible
excess-profits tax refunds, over $30 biilion, to pro-
tect them if their incomes drop below the 1936-39
level:” Who says that “war don’t pay!”

But the profit-hogs who have their snouts buried
deepest in the bloody trough keep clamoring for

. more. Speaking at a dinner of the Economic Club

in the grand ballrcom of the Hotel Astor, Irving
S. Olds, chairman of the board of directors of the
United States Steel Corporation, said that “this
hiope of profil must not be curbed, regulated or
opposed unreasonably or unwisely.”

Roosevelt and his henchmen boast that the “line
is being held.” Against- whom?

J

Third w/orld War

The outlines of the secret “peace” plans now
going into effect in Greece, Italy, Belgium, etc.
are the economic and political outlines of an im-
perialist truce that will inevitably explode into
a.Third World War far more violent and destruc-
tive than the war we are now experiencing.

Paralleling these “peace” plans, new develop-
ments in military weapons outhline something of

. the nightmarish type of conflict to be expected in

a Third World War,

The V-type weapons in particular show that
man’s inventive genius, unless turned into con-
structive channels, can lead to the suicide of hu-
manity. Already’ the Germans are utilizing. as
part of their routine battle equipment, rocket ex-
plosives that rise 60 miles above the earth’s sur-
face, cross nations in their flight toward populous
cities, and explode with terrible violence. These
rockets travel at speeds so high that if sustained
they could span the Atlantic in one hour.

American military engineers, the press informs
us, are now strenuously attempting to reproduce
and even surpass the new German weapors.

The rocket-propelled bombs have thus outmoded

the old type projectiles just as rocket-type planes-

have outmoded airplanes powered by gasoline en-
gines and air-flogging propellors. A qualitative
change has occurred. The old weapons are being
superseded i the way- firearms superseded the
sword and cross-bow. We can expect developments
in the new weapons that will make these first speci-
mens look fike a clumsy flint-lock alongside a
quadruple Bofors gun that automatically wheels,
lowers, raises and fires in accordance with caleu-
lations provided through radar.

Man’s inventions which, under a ratlonaily or-
ganized social system could be the source of bound-
less benefits, now threaten to destroy him. I a

- Third World War is not lo become the grave of

civilization, the workers of the world have no’
time to lose in orgamzlng their {orces to tear the
power oul of the hands of the rapacious warring

‘capitadist cliques and establish- socialism,
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Praises Morale of
Ward Pickets

Editor:

Recenily 1 helped picket the
Montgomery Ward stores here
in Detroit. Inwardly I felt good
in being able to walk again on
the picket line after months of
having to bow to the directives
of the CIQ Intermatiomal in ob-
serving the mno-strike pledge.
There was = thrill in being able
to express the sentiments that

arose in mae agaimgt the capital-
ists. Much to my delight I saw
men and women join our line from
several different Jocals, mostly
UAW members with here and
there a sprinkling of other CiO
locals.,

Of the UAW locals giving ac-
tive support were Briggs Local
212, Ford Local 400, Local 351,
Local 490, Packard Local 190,
Dodge Local 8. Loeal 174 lent
its sound car. Even one member
from Local 155, a Stalinist-dom-
inated loeal, came on the picket
line. The militant Briggs 212 Lo-
eal is giving most active support.

Holding a Local 212 day, this
Local sent out members on Wed-
nesday, Dec. 20, directly after
work to a Ward Store. Saturday
Dec. 23 again brought out the
memberg of 212 at all four Ward
stores in Detroit. This local, the
leader of the revolt against the
no-strike pledge at the UAW
Convention in Grand Rapids, is
educating its membership in real
trade unjon solidarity.

The Ward. strikers  in their
twelth day of picketing were still
very high in morale. Not only did
they come out in force, but they
kept their spirits-high. In spite
of bitter zero :weather, with
showstormg and: strong winds,
the pickets kept a solid line.
Cheerful, but .aggressive toward
scabs, they marched every day
from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m,

The TIAW leaders,

heartedly.
endeavoring to

ors, with the exteption of those
locals I mentioned.

though
promising full -aid to the Ward
strikers, have given it but half-
Thﬁ" ocals are not
their member-
ship, to support’ the Ward strik-

might awaken the auto workers
into action is the reason the In-
ternational leaders are not lend-
ing more active support to the
strike. But neither the strikers
nor the sute workers will he
fooled. They know what the score
is and they do not intend to give
up in the face of vague promises.

E. Ifogan
Detroit
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Reader Finds Qur
Paper Enlightening
Editor:

Plezse renew my subscription
t¢ The Militant for one year.

1 find your paper consiructive
as well as instructive.
Your articles and news items are
well written, and should be read
by those who wish to be enlight-
ened in these hectic times,

The free press, so-called, fails
to bring to us the political intri-
gue prevalent in the world of to-
day -— for & good reason , of
course.

"1 realize you people are very
busy and have much to eontend
with,” publishing your paper. If
vou can find time in the near fu-
ture, 'would you please send me
information concerning the life
and activities of LEugene Debs,
and where 1 can purchase same,

C. F. A,
Seattle

" (Ed, Note: Most of the books
and pamphlets written on the life
of Eugene Debs ars now out .of
print, but can be found in public
libraries. Pioneer Publishers has
for sale a copy of “Debs — Auth-
orized Life and Letters,” by Dav—
id Karsner).

An Old Socialist
Editor:

1 want to send you one dollan
for 4 different introductory sub-
seriptions. I am 74 years old. 1
have a little piece of property
just big enough to live on. I
have no steady job. 1 do a little

The fear that the Ward strike

[FOR

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant.
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, bul keep them short and tmclude your
name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed — Editor

Letiers

life.” 1 have been a socialist for
30 years.

A man said to me that there
are two or thres factions in
Greece but I say they don’t seem
to have any trouble except with
the English Scobie army.
Another man said to me today
that there never will be a third
party. T said: the people before
the flood didwt think it would'
rain, )

I am wise to the old parties.
They are Siamese twins. They
are the class that robbed the In-
dians, Mexico, Colombin, the
Philippines and Spaun, all with
the gun,

When a man ties himself to a
stump if someone offers him
something for deoing it, and he
can’t get loose—or if he votes for
a Republican or a Democeratic
‘ticket — he is not feathered out
yet,

There were two men ahout to
be electrocuted, and they were
fed everything they asked for the
day before they were killed, One
of the men onderstood what the
racket was but the other didn’t.
The one who didwt understand
said to his partner: “This pen is
not as bad as they say it is: I've
heard a Iot of bull about it.” The
wise one answered, “Well, they
feed you pretty well the day be-
fore they kill you.”” 'The first one
answered, “0Oh, I thought there
wag something phony about this.”

When o Republican or Democ-
ratic voter wales up and finds
out what is the matter, he learns
they have put a halter on him
~— while he was._ asleep,

P. B. C.
Hamilton, Q.

Wants Records
Egditor:

May I suggest the inclusion
in The Militant of chronological
tables:. A Chronology of Deceit,
FDR’s record, and a Chronology
of Treachery, Stalin’s record, as
a jog to the memory of our
readers. These ¢an be brought
up to date and repeated occa-
sionally,

1. W,

carpenter work to keep up with

Cleveland, O.

How American and British

Corporations Armed Nazis

Most of the American and British menopolies now
coining blood-billions from this “war against fascism”
helped to build up the war-machines of German and
Japanese imperiatism. A sensational expose of the

and Hirohite is contained in a book recently publish-
ed in Englangd, Death Pays a Dividend.
Considerable infermation has zlréady beer made

public about the international dealings of Standard
0il, General Electrie, du Pont, Aluminum Corporation,

and other giant trusts. This book reveals other little
known facts about the collaboration between the
“democratic’” and fascist business mern.

. For instance, Pratt and Whitney Aircraft sold plate
parts and materials’ valued at $6,000 to Germany in
1932. Next year, after Hitler came te power, Pralt
and Whitney upped its sales to $272,000. By 1934, as
Hitler's rearmament program got under way, the
sales amounted to $1,445,000. In addition, for &2 pay-
ment of $50,000 annoally, the American concern
licensed the Bavarian Motor Works to produce
“Hornet” engines for the Luftwaffe. The Sperry
Gyroscope Company exported enough antomatic pilets,
tompasses and other instruments to equip fifty Ger-
man war-planes a month. And the Japanese Navy is

for it by the Electric Boat Company.
The British corporations got along just as profitably
with the fascists. Armstrong-Siddeley Company sold

the aid of British loans, Nazi industrialists bought

-builders’ Securities combine. Naval and military
training planes were sold to Germany by DeHaviland
Aircraft. Vickers advertised in German military
journals the efficiency of its field-guns and tanks,
After the seizure of Manchuria, in 1932 the British
Board of Trade licensed the export of over $1,000,000
worth of cartridges, machine guns and other equip-
ment te Japan.

In 1941, the British-owned Broken Hill Proprietary
Company of Australia faced a dockers strike in New
Bouth Wales when workers refused to load iron and
steel for Japan, The strike was broken with govern~
ment aid, and the goods shipped.

Huge Death Toll in Mines
Due to Lust for Profits

Desath takes no holiday in the “war of the hosses
against the workers. Speed-up, lack of safety devices,
inadequate inspection, dangerous methods—the drive
for profits at all costs—in the first 10 months of 1944
took the lives of 1037 miners, according to the latest
Bureau of Mines figures.

The death-rate for Aietican cosl mines, according
to the figures made available by the Bureau of Mines,

Americanr mines exists in spite of the super:orlty of
American equipment and machinery.

That a war almost as bloody as the one geing on
at the battle-fronts is being waged by the profiteering

aid given by Anglo-Ametican big business to Hitler .

probably still operating some of the submarines built-

large numbers of airplane engines to the Nazis, With

1,600,000 tons of machinery from the National Shipe -

runs three times as high as in the British, German,
French and Belgium mines. This terrible “toli-of-the—~——

Bulgaria

Counter - revgjutiopary Stalin.
ism is attempting to reconstitute
the rotten capitalist order in the
Balkan countries under regimes
“friendly” to the Kremlin, These
regimes consist  of coalitions be
tween Stalin's political agents
and elements of the pre-war dle-
tatorial governments which brut-
ally oppressed the workers and
peasants,

Reporting on the Christmas Day
annonncement of the establigh-
mest of a provisional Hungarian
government at Decebren in east-
ern Hungary. N. Y. Times foraign
correspondent Raymond Daniell
observes: “It seemed to be mod-
eled after the others that were
established in, Balkan conntries
now under SBoviet control, con-
gisting as it did of an amalgam
of ‘rightlst’ figure heads angd
‘leftist’ (Stalinist) hatchet men.”

An example of the governments
Stalin" s imposing on the Balkan
peoplzs iIs the regime ino Bulg-
aria. Here, after discarding the
government eatablished by the
resistance movemahi which over
threw the pro-Nazl Bagrianoff
rullng group, Stalin’s sgents have
set up & regime incorporating no-
terious fageists,

Twa such well-known fascists
placed over the Bulgarian people
by Stalin are Col. Gheorgleff and
Col. Veltcheff, as Premler and
Minlster of War respectively
while Stalinists oceupy the Min-
istries of the Interior, Justico and
Labor. Gheorgieff and Vellchef{
were leaders of the junta which
agsassinated, the peasant leader
Stambulisky in 1923 and atiempt-
ed a fascist coup d'etat in 1939,

italy

Reports from Tlaly reveal that
cconomig conditions in-the Allied-
occupied territorieg are steadily
worsening, In fact, according to
Herbert L. Matthews’ dispatch
from Rome to the N, ¥, Times.
December 22, “prices in-German
occupied Ttaly are about one-half
those in the Alied zone.” Thig
contrast of conditions under the
Nazis and under the “democratic”
Imperialistz is “providing great
worry not only for the Govern.

Allied authorities are fearful lest
the masses should come to regard
ithem as even more brutai con-
queroys than the Nazis,

Matthews reports: “Italian in-

dustry is close to complete
paralysis. . . The food situation,
Ttalians feel, will become despe-
rate by March unless- help is
forthcoming. . . Financially, the
situation is nearly disastrous. . .
While the fixed Allied currency
rate of 100 lire for $1 and 400

not mean anything on the
fleurishing black bourses or on
prices.”
The Allies claim to be making
a “supreme effort” te prevent a
“seribus collapse” by a new "plan
for Italian reconstruction,” But
writes Matthews, “the plan is
based on the limiting factor that
nothing ordered now can reach
Italy before June, and the chief
question mark is whether Italy
cai be kept golng until then”
Matthews reports that “one -of
the most dangerous aspects” from
the standpoint of the Allies and
their Itallan puppets is that “the
whole economic situation is close-
ly linked with the political.”

ces of the Allied cccupation are
intensifying the revolutionary fer
ment which threatens to over-
throw capitalism in Italy.

France

The most reaclionary elements
In France are turning to de Gaulle
as their “savior' from retribu-
tion at the hands of the people.
De Gaulle last week attacked the
workers Wwho .are demanding
purge -avd punishment of the pro-
Nazi collaborationists as “éxtre
mists” during & session of his
Consultalive Assembly. He rose
to the defense of a member of
his cabinet accused of supporiing
Vichy.

“As for the drama of 1940,” de
Gaulle asserted, “there were many
differences then . between men
and groups. I did not go to Vichy
then, but many who were there
believed that they were serving
their country in thelr own way.

ment but fer the Allies also.” The
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Anh Fascist Hero
Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of

the Interior, was invited to

speak at an anti-Franco rally

for one pound sterling holds good |-
for the occupying forces, it does |-

In:
shorf, the dieastrous conseguen-,

at Madison Square Garden in
New York on Jan, 2. But . . .
explained the N. Y. paper
PM:

“If he had agreed to deliver
the address, Ickes would have
had to submit an advance
copy to the Office of War Tu-
formation. . . In turn, the OWI
would have passed the dodu-
ment along to the State De-
partment. That Department
would have sazid Ickes .was be-
ing indiscreet. . . Cloge asso-
ciates of Ickes contend that he
knew FDR would have turned
thumbs down on the proposal,
Rather than let someone else
tell him what to do, Jckes
made his own decision.”

Ickes refused to speak.

conceptions of serving one’ s caln-
try.”

This *different conceptlons of
serving one's couniry” is de Gaul-
lg's formule for protecting the
capifalist pro-Nazi collaborators,
the bulk of the Freneh ruling
class, According to the N, Y,
Tintes, December 28 de Gaulle's
statement I8 interpreted as “'dep-
lortng the attituds of the exireme
purgers or even as indicating a
. zeneral amnesiy to those accused
of eollaboration, but not guilty of
any definite ¢rime.”

De Gaulle’s solicitude for the
collaborationists is not shared by
the Freach masses. ‘They are
continuing the purge of collabor-
ationisis in spite of and against
de Gaulle’s oppaosition. Thus, ai
Alet, members of the resistance
movement, aroused by de Gaulle’s
reprieve of the town’s former ma-
yor who had been sentenced to
death, on December 29 siormed
the jail and shot four other col-
laborationists who had alsé re-
ceived the death penaity. The
mayor himseli was saved when
he was secretly transferred to

Moatpellier under armed escort.
On the same duy, af Bourges, res
Istance members executed two
other  eollaborationists  whom

It was possible fo have different

\

P T, rram——

de Gawlle had also reprieved.

operators against the coal miners iy further evidenced
by the rate of mine accident casualties. 90 per cent
- | of them are attnhutable/ to the operators’ evasion of
proper safety measures. During the war years, non-
fatal casualiies have averaged 75,000 annually, or 16
per cent of the average total of 500,000 miners em-
ployed.

Mine casuazities are only a portion of America’s
industrial accident toll, which runs into the millions
every year. It is no mere figure of speach to say that
capitalism derwes its profits and privileges from the
very flesh ‘and bload of the working class.

Aluminum Corporation
Blocks Power Project

The Senate recently dumped overboard the proposed
8t. Lawrence Seaway project, advocated as a ‘source
of cheap government-produced power, which Hoover
and Coolidge used as a campaxgn slogan even before
Rooseveit..

The St. Lawrence project was defeated by a Senate
vote of 36 to 25. Roosevelt, who demonsirated in the
instance of his Wall Street appointees to the State
Department that he can whip the Senate into line
when he wants to, conld not even get the support of
his Democratic majority, In fact more Democrats than
Republicans voted against the project.

The debate for the bill revealed the real reasons

.| for the Senate opposition. For the past twenty years,

the Aluminum Corporation of America and Canada,
and other powerful private utilities, have biocked the

which controls some of the best power sites, desires
a monopoly of water-power, vital to aluminum
prodaction,

Senator Aiken of Vermont, citing reports of the
Power Authority of New York and testimony of gove
ernment anti-trust suits against ALCOA, chargéd
that the “international aluminum monopoly has con=
sistently fought the St. Lawrence project while
developing its private power sites in Quebec to engage
in a worldwide cartel which supplied Japan with
alominum prier to Pearl Harbor and gave Germany
the lead over the USA in alumipum capacity ‘and
preduction. . ,

Part of the ALCOA scheme is to escape the Ameris
can anti-trust regulations and to develop its aluminum

50 per cent below the wages paid in American alum=
inura producing centers, “If the St. Lawrence develgp-
ment can be blocked,” said Aiken, “then the driff oﬁ
industry from the northeastern YWSA to oompany
towns owned by the aluminum monopoly and other
industries in the Province of Quebee will be confinued
through the ‘posiwar period.”

Aiken-further peinted out that the prwate mturests
blocking the St. Lawrence project are the very ‘dhes
which have received $100,000,000 of government funds
for the construction of the privately-owned gigantm

power snd alaminum plant on the Saguenay River in
Canada,

. &

development of the St. Lawrence project. ALCOA, -

production facilities where Jabor costs are ag much as a1
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