Trinidad Workers Hit

Tennéssee Terror
—See Page 3—

0

Y

Workers Ot The Werld, Unite!

HE MILI

ANT

PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

VOL. X — No. 21

NEW YORK, N. Y., SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1946

PRICE: FIVE CENTS

SteelConvention
Upholds
Democracy

By Art Preis
Staff Reporter, The Militani
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J., May 18—Striking a powerful
blow for trade union democracy, the rank and file dele-
gates at the Third International Convention of the CIO
Steelworkers of America climaxed their five- do.y sessions
here this week by successful-®

ly defying USA - CIO Presi-
dent Philip Murray for the
first time in the union’s 10-
year history.

This unprecedented defiance
of Murray, who hitherto had been
able to whip the steel workers
into line for anything he pro-
posed, came late in’ yesterday
afternoon’s session, when the
convention rose in tumulfuous
revolt against Murray's proposal
to drastically reduce.rank and
file representation at future con-
ventions.

PRAMATIC PROTEST

" This dramatic and uproarious
protest against Murray’s attempt
to cut the number of convention
delegates reflected a far more
profound issue than the immed-
iate question in dispute. By their
action in voting down this pro-
posal, the -teelworkers for the
first time crashed thelr mighty
fist through the ' bureaucratic
crust of the Murray machine.
They demonstrated the growing
resistance of the steel militants
to the iron rule which Murray
has always exercised over the un-
ion in order to stifle any oppo-
sition to his conservative and
timid policies.

+ At this convention, Murray
was not confronted by the large-
1y inexperienced workers he had
been: able to'dominate and in-
timidate at prior ‘conventions.
. The . 2,626 .delegates, although
they included hui‘:drods o; staff
members on ' Murray's pay-roll,
were nevertheless overwhelming-
ly composed ‘of i rank and filers
who ‘recently had gone-through
the test of a.great national strike.
They were more expeérienced and
self-confident. They were im-
bued with the consciousness that
they had fought and secrificed
for the union and that control
over. its policles was . rightfully
theirs.

MURRAY FEARFUL

. Thus, the climactic outbreak
on the fourth day of the conven-
tion was no accidental event. It
had been brewing throughout
the three and a half days pre-
ceding' the major conflict. The
question of convention repre-
sentation merely crystallized the
resentment against the top lead-
ership’s bureaucratic methods.

. Murray had himself indicated
his fear of such a development

tempt—to Iimit -discussion-—-and

the delegates.

Union

Murray Fails To

Support Miners

ATLANTIC CITY, May 18
—The CIO Steelworkers con-
vention concluded here today
without taking any action in
support of the struggle of the
coal miners and railroad
workers or backing their de-
mands.

In the face of the vicious
Big Business and government
anti - labor assault on the
mine .and rail workers, CIO
and“ Steelworkers President
Philip Murray was entirely
silent on the crucial struggles
which so. vitally affect the
whole American labor move-
ment. *

when he unexpectedly eliminat-
ed at the start of the conven-
tion certain issues which he ob-!
viously feared might precipitate |
heated discussion and possibly
strong opposition.

As the convention progressed,
there was expressed bolder and |
sharper criticism of the conduct
of Murray’s district directors and

internationdl staff members. A
strong - sentiment was openly
voiced against the undemocratic
manner in which Murray had
jammed through contracts with-
out ratification by the member-
ship. Further protest was pro- |
voked by Mufray's obvious at-|

railroad throtigh his proposals
without proper considaration by

i wide strike,

New Wage Raise
Demand Voted By
Packing Locals

By Barbara Bruce

(Special to The Militant)
SOUTH ST. PAUL, Minn,,
May 11—Representatives of
10,000 members of the CIO
United Packinghouse Work-

mously last Sunday to open de-
mands for wage increases to meet
the rising cost of living. A gen-
eral increase in wages—the sec-
ond this year-—will be demanded
when present union contracts ex-
pire in August. This was the de-
cision of a conference of dele-
gates from UPWA unions in Dis-
triect 2, which includes Minne-
sota, northwestern Wisconsin,

rand North and South Dakota.

Packinghouse workers from .28
locals in the district voiced their
dissatisfaction with the inade-
quate 16-cents-per-hour increase
won last January in a nation-
The amount of the
new increase to be demanded will
be decided later, but will be bas-
ed on mid-summer price levels.
Proposals for the raise in pay
will be submitted for approval to
the union’s national convention
in June.

Besides the blanket wage raise,
the convention demanded a .guar-
anteed annual wage, uniform
wage rates for men and women,
the=union shop,eliminationof
compulsory arbitration and
streamlining. of grievance proce-

Prior to the convention, the
Murray machine had been pre-
paring for a Ted-baiting witch-
hunt against “communists” and
“reds” at the convention. On
Murray’s instructions, his lieu-
tenants had been touring the
steel locals in a big campaign to
line up resolutions for repressive
actions against anyone in oppo- |
sition to Murray., Nearly 300
resolutions were jammed through |
local unions calling for constitu- |
tional amendments providing for |
various forms of special restric-
tions - on “communists and so-
cialists.” Most of these resolu-
tions called for prohibiting the
right to hold any office by “com-
munists and socialists” and some

(Continued on Page 2)

Stalinist Leadership Incites
Attacks On Militant Agents

1 requesting the right to examine
., In line with a carefully coordinated nation-wide cam-
paign directed by the leaders of the Communist (Stalinist)
Party, a -series of assaults have been committed upon
distributors of The Militant during the past two weeks in
various cities from San Francisco to New York. Last week’s
Militant gave an account of ®

a physical assault wupon
distributors of The Militant
in Lackawanna, New York.

This week we publish below
reports of similar gangster at-
tacks upon Militant distributors
ih New York, San Francisco and
Pittsburgh. The Militant and the
Socialist Workers Party are call-
ing upon the entire labor move-
ment to defend the rights of free
speech and free press and fo
help safeguard Militant distrib-
vtors.

NEW YORK, May 16 —Two
young women comrades distrib-
uting leaflets of the Socialist
Workers Party at a meeting of
the CIO National Maritime Un-
ion today were assaulted by well-
known officers and members of
the Communist (Stalinist) Party.
The attack followed by less than
a week a similar- attack made
against two distributors of The
Militant at an NMU member-
ship meeting in Manhattan Cen-
ter.

In the Monday May 13 attack,
our comrades were roughly mis-
handled by Stalinist goons who
tore many copies of The Mili-
tant from their hands. Slander-
ous statements against the SWP
snd The Militant were then
made by well known Stalinist

spokesmen in the NMU meeting
and a resolution passed instruct-
ing the agent to arrange an ed-
ucational meeting on the sub-
ject “What Is Trotskylsm?”
The leaflet distributed by the

s
See Editorial

‘Stalinist Gangsterism’
‘Page 4

SWP today requested that an
official representative of the
SWP be permitted to take part
in the discussion on “What Is
Trotskyism?” No sooner had
the two girls begun to distrib-
ute this leaflet than they were
attacked by the sergeant at
arms, who attempted to rip up
the leaflets. Several other men,
including one Stanley Postak, a
Stalinist well-known on the wa-
terfront, joined the attack on
our comrades, striking the girls
and shouting foul and profane
language.

Since most of the leaflets had
béen. torn up, the girls left to
obtain more, and returned at
noon. Phis time they took up
stations at least 100 yards from
the entrance to the union hall.

They. continued to peacefully

(Continued on Page §) J

dure, abolition of geographical
wage differences, a uniform con-
trart with all the big packers, as
well as a list of other improve-

jments in the national working |

agreements.

Solidarity with the mine work- |

ers was voted overwhelmingly in
a rzsolntion which supports the
miners in their present struggle

Goldman Asks
To Question
Nazi Defendants

CHICAGO, May 15 —Albert
Goldman, attorney for Leon
Trotsky and his widow, Na-
talia Trotsky, today sent to
Sir Geoffrey Lawrence, Chief
Justice of the International Mili-
tary Tribunal at Nuremberg.
Germany, the following Iletter

the Nazi defendants, especially
Hess, in connection with the
infamous Moscow frame - up
trials.

The full text of the letter fol-
lIows:

Esteemed Chief Justice:

You have by this time un-
doubtedly received two letters re-
questing you to ask the Nazi de-
fendants, especially Hess, certain
questions calculated to elicit in-
formation as to whether or not
any of the defendants ever en-
tered into any agreemenf with
the late Leon Trotsky, who was
murdered in August 1940 by one
of Stalin’s hired assassins.
PROMINENT SIGNATORS

One of the letters is signed by
prominent American citizens,
among whom is Norman Thomas,
James T. Farrell, Matthew Woll,
and Dorothy Thompson. The
other letter is signed by
prominent English  citizens,
among whom is H. G. Wells.

In both of the letters you were
informed that the indictments
upon which the infamous Mos-
cow trials of 1936-38 were based
charged that Leon Trofsky and
his son Sedov had entered into
an agreement with the defend-
ant Hess, acting as agent for the
Nazj government, for the pur-
pose of waging war against the
Soviet Union and dismembering
that country. A

One of the chief defendants
(or better, victims) of the Mos-
cow trials, Pyatakov, testified in
support of the above allegation

(Continued on Page 8)

ers in this area voted unani-|

Putting Humpty Dumpty Toge ther Again

Truman Lifts Conscription Age

In Latest War Prep mﬂon Mo ve

Wall Street’s preparations for World War IIT were giv— C

en a boost by President Truman on May 16 when he jump-
ed the induction' age of childless men into the armed

forces from 26 to 29, Tru-@ - ki

man’s dictatorial decree
came in direct response to
the unbridled campaign' of the
imperialist ‘warmongers to build
the greatest military machine in
all history in the United States.
Truman’s order coincided with
the ominous try-outs in New
Mezxico of rocket-powered bombs,
with the preparations for the
$500,000,000 atomic bomb show
in the Pacific, and with the sin-
ister diplomatic drive of Anglo-
American imperialism against
the Soviet Union.

Truman’s order to raise the
draft age followed Congressional
passage of a “stop-gap” exten-
sion of the Selective Service Act.
The Senate had rushed through
in record speed a full extension,
but the House of Representatives,
facing the fall elections and fear-
ing mounting -public anger,

-amended the Senate bill and ex-

empted the draft of 18 and 19
year olds, ;

In signing the extension bill,
Truman characterized it as “bad
legislation” and demanded that

Congress act before July 1, the
new expiration date, to continue
Selective Service in the form de-
manded by the warmongers. In
conjunction with Truman’s de-
mand, the capitalist press has
opened all stops in the drive to
saddle America with a home-
grown variety of Prussian mili-
tarism.

Truman’s decree flies in the
face of public sentiment. Con-
gress has been flooded with mail
demanding an official end to
World War II, an end to mili-
tarization of America, and an
end to the policy of holding
American soldiers overseas to
bolster hated reactionary regimes.
The mail pouring in on Congress
threatens retaliation at the polls
if the wishes of the people are
not heeded.

But Congress has again shown
that it responds to the dictates
of Wall Street rather than the
demands of the people. That is
why the 'Congressmen tried to
save the draft by rushing
through a last minute extension.

StatementOf Trotsky'sWidow
On His Biography Of Stalin

Editorial Note: The Mexico City correspondent of Time
magazine recently addressed a number of questions to Na-

talia Trotsky, the widow of Leon Trotsky,

concerning the

latter’s biography of Stalin which has just. been released

by Harper & Brothers.
correspondent  wished to
know first of all the attitude

of Natalia Trotsky on the in-'

jection of the translator's
political views into the text of
the book. He asked her if she re-
called an~ anecdotes connected
with the author’s work on the
biography, his purpose in writ-
ing it, and also inquired about
her life in Coyoacan.

The text of her i'eply to these
questions is as follows:

In general a translator can-
not replage the auther. A
translator who exceeds the li-
mits of a faithful translation
violates the rights of the auth-
or, 8Since the publishers have
not yet sent me a copy of the
book I have not had the oppor-
tunity to read Malamuth’s inter-
polations or the -final chap-
ter of the book which, I under-
stand, is almost entirely his.

L'I‘he publication ‘of the interpo-

The ®—

lations without the author’s
consent or review is in itself
a crying violation of the suth-
or’s rights. In view of this un-
heard of license we resorted to
court action against the trans-
lator and the publishers in 1940.

At present my co-thinkers and
I considered it unwise to delay
the appearance of the book by
court action. Upon the release
of the book we shall publish an

article in our press and, if pos-

sible, in the capitalist press as
well dealing thoroughly with
this question. In other countries
the book will appear without
the ftranslator’s interpolations
and last chapter.

As to your question whether
the “book, as completed by the
translator, is not true to the
author’s original conception” I
can say on the basis of the Rus-
sian manuscript that the auth-
or's text conveys his conception

’ Continued on Page 7)

RAIL, MINE WORKERS FACE
FIERCE ANTI- UNION ATTACK

IN THE NEWS

[]
Fruits Of Peace

“ROCHESTER, N. Y., May 10
—They are no longer victory gar-
dens in this section,

“Howard Kemp, gardening col-
umnist, groping for a more suit-
able name for his own experimen-
tal plot, suggested that amateur
gardeners adopt the title ‘famine
gardens’.” (Associated Press).

® % »

Facing The Worst

The Security Council of the
“United” Nations has graver
problems ahead than the famine
which threatens millions of lives.
A Sub-Commission has put on
its agenda for further discussion,
the remarks of U. 8. delegate
Lubin, who warned that “within
a few years” the world would
“again be faced with the prob-
lem of surplus goods.” He wants
studies begun at once to meet
“the dangers of such a condition
to world economy.”

- L ] -

Slightly Startling

“PARIS, May 15 — When it
was suggested at today’s session
of the Council of Foreign Min-
isters that Austris be included
for discussion, - Vyacheslav M.
Molotov of the Soviet Union ex-
claimed ‘God help us!’ to show
how he felt about adding anoth-
er batch of complexities to the
agendsa.

- “Americans present said the
remark had caused much amuse-
ment among all but the Russian

delegates, who appeared -slight-

ly startled.”
Times).

(Cable; to N. Y.
. % w

Steel Barons Are .
‘Never Embarrassed

“The direct cost to the  steel
industry of the four-week strike
in January and February of this
year amounted to $90,000,000, ac-
cording to close estimates hased
upon reports of several compa-
nies, for the first quarter of the
vear. Thanks to the reserves for
contingencies set aside by the
industry during the war period,
the industry has been able to
absorb this loss without financial
embarrassment.” (N.: Y. Times,
May 5.

Food Profiteers
And Speculators
Fatten On Misery

By Evelyn Atwood

Taking advantage of the
most catastrophic world-
wide famine in history,
wealthy grain speculators
and dealers, monopoly mill-
ers, feed manufacturers and a
host of other greedy profiteers
are hoarding huge stockpiles of
wheat, corn and other grains in
anticipation of higher prices and
fatter profits. These capitalist
vultures deal death to millions
in order to become richer.

_ Alarming reports are pouring
in regarding the desperate plight
of the starving millions, victims
of six years of.imperialist war,
thaos and devastation. There is
only 30 to 60 days’ supply of
food in_the famine areas of 27T
different nations, admits Hoover,
Chairman of the Famine Relief
Committee. TUnless the grain
promised by the U. S. govern-
ment for relief 15 shipped speed-
ily and in sufficient quantities,
millions must die in the next six
weeks, and millions more will
be maimed for life,

SHIPMENTS FALL\

At the beginning of this year,
the wheat needs of the devastai-
ed countries were officially esti-
mated at the minimum of 17 mil-
lion tons. The U. 8. gofernment
promised to ship six million tons
for the first half of this year
at the rate of a million tons a
month. Today, when the needs

(Continued on Page 8)

! Triman Backs Corporations
With Strikebreaking Moves

. By William F. Warde

The second great strike wave in the post-war
upsurge of American labor reached a climactie
point last week as the bitter assault of Big Busie
ness and its government agamst the coal miners:

and railroad workers mounted in ferocity.
@

This colossal battle'in
two of the most strategie

industries in- American
economy has produced a  social
crisis in the country and a po=
litical crisis at Washington sim-
iflar to that witnessed at the
beginning of this year when the
CIO auto, steel, electrical and
Packing house unions were out
on the picket-nnes simultane-
ously.

VICIOUS DRIVE

In reply to that first power=.

ful strike wave, spearheaded by
the ¢ meral Motors workers, the
entire capitalist ruling class and
its government agencies rallied
around the corporations in their
vicious drive to whittle down
the demands of the workers and
cripple the resistance of the
striking workers. So today Big
Business and its government ag-
encies are backing up the coal
operators and railroad mag-
nates who are determined to
deny the just demands of the
workers.

The most deadly, and treach-
erous blows against the miners
and railroad workers have been
delivered by President Truman
himself. Truman first put pres-
sure upon the UMW leaders to
call off their solid strike for a
two week period and then
threatened to issue a govern-
ment order seizing the mines in
the event that the strike was
resumed on May 25.

STRIKEBRI;AKIHG MOVE

On the eve of the scheduled
walk-out of 275,000 locomotive
engineers and trainmen through=
out the nation, Truman coms=
mandeered the railroads in order

to head off their strike action. -
This strikebreaking technique -

‘Continued on Page 2)

LOS ANGELES

KKK BURNS

CROSS AT NEGRO HOME

By Lois Saunders
(Special to The Militant)

LOS ANGELES, May 15—Ku Klux Klan elements mode y

their first strike in Los Angeles last Sunday night when &

fiery cross was burned in front of a Negro home.

Signi-

ficantly, the white neighbors on the same block have been
waging a two-year court fight to evict the family, Mr. and
Mrs. H. G. Hickerson, of 134 West 56th street. The weapon

they have used in waging @ ;
the firing of the cross. The Klan,

this fight is that able ad-
junct of Klanism, race re-
strictive covenants,

The outbreak of Klan activi-
ties in Los Angeles coincides with
renewed boldness of Jim Crow
elements throughout the coun-
try — in Freeport, Long Island;
Columbia, Tennessee; Atlanta,

I

See Editorial
‘Stop The Klan!’
Page 4

¥

Georgia and elsewhere. in south-

| ern California, the vigilantes un-

leashed their first overt activity
in Fontansa against the O'Day H.
Short family, whose home was
mysteriously burned and whose
family was wiped out two weeks
after he received a threat.

Emboldened by the official
whitewash in the Fontana case,
the Klan began aa open organ-
izing campaign in Big Bear, burn-
ed fiery crosses there and in
Palm Springs. Now the same vile
symbol - has -appeared in the
heart of Los Angeles.

This time the CIO Council,
AFL unions, the NAACP, and
Jewish organizations have better
understood the significance of

or ite henchmen, have 'struek
here for the first time, but thek
terrorism and intimidation, une
less effectively checked, will
strike again,” and again, each
time with more ferocity.

SWP APPEAL

Myra Tanner Weiss, organizer
of the Los Angeles'section of the
Socialist Workers - Party, has
issued an appeal urging the call-
ing of a broad conference of all
labor and minority groups to ar-
range- for the defense.of the
Hickersons and any other indi-
viduals similarly threatened, and
to adopt a sustained and system-
atic program designed to smash

tContinned on Page 6)

ON THE INSIDE

Struggle In Philippines ..........3
New Jersey Elections ... B
Moscow Trials .....ccocoveeveeernnand %
San Francisco

Maritime Conference .............. 8

COLUMNS AND FEATURES
Trade Union Notes .......cceeenn®
Veterans Problems ...........cconnenns
Workers Forum .........cusod

Shoptalks on Socialism .............8
The Negro Struggle ......... veeed
Diary of Stzelworker ...
Notes of A Seaman ulunnn-unnun‘

il

f

sl
=
|
I




S T e

PR TWO,

THE MILITANT

MELSAEREETESSPLE G- Sk W, T

Steel Union Delegates A

R

SATURDAY MAY 25, 1948

(Continued from Page 1) '

gought to bar radicals from un-
jon membership.

On the very eve of the conven-
tion, Murray had hastily called
together his executive board,.
which at his order had been
working diligently to build up a
red-baiting drive, and instructed
them to call the whole thing off.
The highly-publicized campaign

of red-baiting was for the time

being shuffled off the stage on
the first day of the convention,
when Murray Introduced a
“Statement of Policy” on the
question.

This “Statement of Policy,”
which was adopted without dis-
cussion by the convention, pro-
posed -no constitutional restric-
tions on radicals. It merely as-

- serted that “this union will not
. tolerate efforts by outsiders—

individuals, organizations, or
groups—whether they be Com-
Socialist, or any other

E

group, to iInfiltrate, dicta.te or.' 1

meddle In our affl
At the same time, t.hestate-

ment Insisted that “however, we-

will not permit any limitation on

of each member .to
- » » harbor such views as he
in his private life as a
Our union has not beén
aad will not be an instrument of
« . » A8 8 democratic
imstitution, we engage in no pur-
#es, no witch-hunts. We do not
a man’s thoughts or be-

!

&ion %0 union democracy. He has
carried through numerous bu-
reaucratic expulsions of those
who opposed him. His chief
lisutenants Van Bittner and Mc-
Donald had personally helped
put over a constitutional provis-
fon barring “communists” at the
recent founding convention of
the CIO Utllities Wiorkers Union.

1t was obvious that this state-
ment was introduced to allay
the fears of the steel workers
that & purge of militants was
being contemplated at this time.
Although the. original eampaign
of red - baiting resolutions had
been designed as a weapon pri-
marily against the Stalinists
there was all indications that the
repression would be . directed
against the genuine militants as
well.. Murray’s retreat was dic-
tated in large part by his desire
to maintain the appearance of
“peace and harmony” at the con-
vention.

SEEKS TO APPEASE

This was revealed in connec-
tion with other issues. There
had been protest, for instance,

_ sgainst the failure of the union’s

policy to provide for district con-
ferences of the steel locals for
mutual discussion of policies and

the refusal in some instances of
district directors to permit such
conferences. Murray sought to
appease the locals on this ques-
tion with a special resolution in-
troduced by, his resolution com-
mittee providing for regular an-
nual district conferences.

Also, there had been a move
on foot before the convention to
extend the terms of officers and
district directors from two to
four years. The opposition to
this proposal to entrench the
bureaucracy more firmly was oh-
viously so great among the
ranks that Murray wisely chose
not to press it at the conven-
tion. To the of every-
one, when the Committee on
Constitution came to the sec-
tion of its report dealing with
terms of office, it recommended
no change in the present two-
year terms.

-But these coricessions to allev-
iate the discontent with the top
lea.derships methods did not al-
ter in any real essentials the un-
di_:m atic policies pursued by

the Murray machine. -

Thesé were revealed in his con-
duct of the convention itself.
Mwrray kept pressing the con-
vention for “speed” and urging
that discussion be cut short, His
pay-roll stooges on the conven-
tion floor, tried to block discus-
sion by howling “Question!” al-
most as soon &s any regsolution
or motion was presented. This
brought sharp protest at several
points from rank and file dele-
gates.

At the same time, Murray con-
sumed an enormous portion of
the convention’s available time
with long-winded speeches on
every possihle occasion by him-
self, his chosen lieutenants and
guest speakers. Not a single is-
sue hit the floor without Murray
quickly intervening with lengthy
orations from the chair to “clar-
ify” the.question. In this man-
ner, Murray personally consumed
not less than 50 per cent of the
convention's time—while he re-
peatedly urged the delegates to
“expedite the proceedings.”

UNDERLYING DISCONTENT
The first open expression of

ing among the steel workers and
the fact they are no longer meek
“hand - raisers” for everything
Murray says, came on Wednes-
day -afternoon, the second day
of the convention, ‘A heated de-
bate developed over the issue of
arbitration of grievances:
Resolutions had intro-
duced by several locals. asking
that the International Union
share the heavy expenses con-
nected with the arbitration pro-
cedure under the contract. These
expenses are borne entirely by the
local treasuries. Piled-up griev-
ances, most of them accumulated
during the war under the no-

strike policy, confronted many

the underlying discontent exist-

locals with the danger of bank-
ruptoy.

after Murray had spoken length-
ily on the question, there was a
very close division. Murray was
forced to call for a show of
hands, and the resolutions com-

was finally carried, but with

displayed toward anything Mur-
ray had ever supported.

opposition occurred at the begin-
ning of the Friday morning ses-

mittee introduced & resolution
referring to the International
Executive Board proposals by lo-
cal unions for securing more

and for ratification of contracts
by the membership. A large sec-
tion of the union, particularly
from the smaller fabricating

the provisions of the contracts
foisted on them after their pro-
longed strike, which lasted many
weeks after the settlement in
basic steel. -

Delegate Harvey, Local Union
1206, got a big hand when he
opened the discussion by oppos-
ing the committee’s resolution
and called for wider representa-
tion of the local unions on the
Wage and Policy Committee, ad-
vocating that this committee be
composed of local union presi-
dents. Murray immediately de-
livered a long speech “to correct
the delegate.”

“CORRECT MURRAY”

Several other delegates then
took the floor “to correct Broth-
er Murray.” Delegate Kelly, Lo-
cal Union 1833, introduced a new
note which got & big hand from
the convention when he de-
manded that the rank and file
have a voice in approving all con-
tracts. “You take the United
Auto Workers, for Instance,” he
stated. “They have the rank
and file OK the contract. We
should have that too. I appeal
to the delegates that what the
auto workers have, we should
have.”

This sentiment was a serious
challenge to Murray’s undemo-
cratic policy on contracts, As-
sistant to the Pregident Clinton
Golden, then- Murray, .gave long
speeches -designed to beat down
the opposition. In the course of
Murray’s talk, he took occasion
to indirectly denigrate the lead-
ing role of the General Motors
workers in spearheading the wage
fight and claimed for his own
policies the chief responsibility
for “setting the wage pattern”
won by the CJO in its strikes.
What Murray did was to give
away 40 per cent of the union’s
original wage demands even be-
fore the steel strike, while the

When a voice vote waa'takenT

mittee’s report to reject the lo- ;
| eal resolutions on the question

hundreds of hands raised in op-
position. Up to that moment, it :
was the largest opposition ever :

The next serious expression of

sion, when the resolutions com- |§

rank and file representation on i
the Wage and Policy Committee |

plants, was very dissatisfied with

GM workers were battling for a |

Steel Strike Victory Parade

The strike victory which won steel workers an 18l2-cent increase was celebrated by these
Lackawanna, N. Y. workers with a jubilant parade.

30 per cent increase. He finally
settled for an 18},-cent an hour
increase while the GM workers
were still battling to secure a
government recommendation of
19 cents.

Murray sought to halt further
debate by reminding the dele-
gates that “you have occupied
exactly one hour in the discus-
sion on this resolution” — al-
though he himself had used most
of the time. So strong was the
voice vote opposition to the res-
olution committee’s recommend-
ation against changes in the
Wage and Policy Committee set-
up that a /hand vote was called
for. The vote was about three to
two in favor of the recommenda-
tion. The opposition! was even
larger than on the previously
disputed arbitration ‘issue,

The report of the Constitution
Committee was not presented un-
til 1ate Friday, with the conven-
tion scheduled for but one more
day. This served as a prefext
for a “speed-up” drive by Mur-
ray, in the chair, and Commit-
tee Secretary Doherty. The del-
egates had received no copies of
proposed amendments in ad-
vance, despite Murray’s assur-
ances to the contrary on the
previous day.

HEATED OUTBURST

So rapidly were proposed am-
endments read, that it was im-
possible for delegates to grasp
what was proposed. Time and
again, delegates shouted out,
“Slow down, slow down.” At one
point, a delegate in uniform se-
cured the floor and heatedly de-
nounced the fact that hundreds
of paid staff members weYe sit-
ting on the convention floor who
were trying to prevent rank and
file delegates from speaking by

continuously shouting
tion1”

It was immediately following
this outburst that the conven-
tion representation question was
introduced. The Constitution
Committee first reported its non-
concurrence in a number of res-
olutions to reduce the votes of
officers and staff members at
conventions. It proposed instead
that the existing basis of rep-
resentation, one vote for every
100 members, be changed to one
vote for every 500 members,

As soon as this proposal to
drastically reduce the number of
rank and file delegates was read,
there were groans and shouts of
“No!” from all over the hall.
Scores of delegates were on their
feet, frantically waving their
hands for recognition and crowd-
ing around the “mike” in the
middle of the center aisle. Such
a scene was without precedent
in the history of CIO Steelwork-
er conventions. .

FIERY DENUNCIATION

The first delega]:e to get the
floor was Higeins of Local 3159.
Indignantly he asserted, “It
seems to me that the commit-
tee must have been out last night,
when it brought up this propo-
stion.,”. A big shout of “Yeah!”
came from the delegates,

The next speaker, a Negro del-
egate from Youngstown, Dillard
of Local Union 1462, brought the
convention to its feet with a
flery denunciation of this obvious
move to curb the voice of the
rank and file by curtailing the
number of rank and file dele-
gates. “Talk about democracy!”
he said sarcastically, “I'm speak-
ing against this resolution and
call on the convention to vote
it down.” His concluding words

“Ques-

Rail, Mine Workers Face Fierce Attack

(Continued from Page 1)
esntinued and duplicated Roose- | both Whitney and Johnston
vell's strikebreaking seizures of | agreed to a five-day delay and

the mines and railroads during
the war,

‘This time, the capitalist ad-
ministration could not camou-
flage its strikebreaking role be-
hind ‘the pretext that the strikes
were Interfering with the war
effort. It was far more obvious
that Truman’s intervention was
undertaken simply and solely to
aid the coal and railroad ‘mag-
mates and stiffen their unyield-
ing attitude toward the miners
and rail ‘workers. Nevertheless,

- the UMW head, John L. Lewls,

and" Whitney and Johnston, the,
leaders of the Brotherhood' of
Railroad Trainmenh and the
Brotherhood of Locomotive En-
gineers, yielded to the -com«
bined government - employer
pressure, ILewis on' May 10
agreed to the two-week truce
demanded by Truman, Only a few
minutes before the rail strike
was to have begun on May 18,

officially postponed the strike
action.

But both the railroad workers
and miners manifested their dis-
trust of the government and ev-
en a ‘measure of defiance of their
own leadership when large num-
bers of them refused to observe
the truces.

DEMONSTRATIVE WALKOUT

The demonstrative walkout of
the railroad workers in the face
of the truce order tied up the
entire ~transportation system
from coast to coast for several
hours. This action was a mile-
stone in the history of this twa-
ditionally most conservative seg-
ment of organized labor in the
United States. It was a token
of the fighting temper which
animates American labor today
in its efforts to combat the
soaring cost of lving and the
attacks of the employers, -

The no less militant temper
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of the mine workers is indicated
by the fact that despite the ord-
ers of Lewis, over 25 per cent of
the strikers in the key Western

twrn to the pits without a signed
contract.. How correct they were
in distrusting the truce and Tru-
man’s promises that the mine
operators had agreed “in prin-
ciple” to the United Mine Work-
ers’ insistence upon a health and
safety fund! No sooner did the
truce go into effect than the
consclenceless operators openly
repudiated Truman’s deceitful
declaration.
ANTI-LABOR ACTS

At the same time, Congress
snd other government agencies
are preparing new vicious meas+
ures against labor, The Smith-
Connally Anti-Strike Act is not
harsh enough for them. Con-
gress. is pushing the still more
reactionary Case Bill now be-
fore the Senate. .

The anti-labor views of Tru-
man’s top staff were most erass-
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ly voiced last week by John D,
Small, Civilian Production Ad-
ministrator, who urged Congress
to enact legislation completely
outlawing strikes for a period of
at least six months, The con-
vention of the CIO United Steel
Workers passed a resolution
May 17 calling for the resigna-
tion of Small and denouncing
his proposed legislation as “in-
voluntary servitude.”

The frenzied character of this
unbridled employer-government
drive reflects the fear of Big
Business and its servants at the
growing power of American la-
bor and the militancy in its
ranks. The gains made by the
workers during the first strike
wave have enhanced their con-
fidence and inspired other sec-
tions of Iabor to similar strug-
gles, They have paved the way
for new organizing drives, not-
ably in the still largely unorgan-
ized South. The capitalist class
wants to stamp out this mili-
tancy, if possible, and to push
back the unions.

If the labor movement has
cisplayed great power and fight-
ing spirit in these two strike
waves, 1t has also revealed glar-
ing weaknesses. The most ob-
vious is the lack of unity and
coordinated action in the fight
against Big Business. When the
GM workers were forced out on
strike, many AFL leaders refused
their ald, John L. Lewis even
publicly indicted the heroic
struggle of the GM workers,

Now, in this second strike

wave, CIO President Philip Mur-
ray has failed to.come to the
support of the AFL coal miners’
strike.
UNITY NEEDED

This absence of unity has
reached the peak of absurdity

‘among the railroad workers!

Here there are 21 separate or-
ganizations — and only two
among these prepared for strike
action.

If all the unions, confronting
the same array of enemies in a
common struggle, had closed
their ranks and solidly support-
ed each other, their struggles
would have been incomparably
more effective and less long
drawn out and costly.

Although the unions have dis-
played great striking power in
the economic arena, they have
no party of their own to defend
their interests in the political
field. The corporations have
turned repeatedly to their Dem-
ocratic and Republican agents in
Washington and in the White
House, demanded’ action against
labor—and got it.

The most important lesson of
the present and previous wave
of strike struggles is the urgent
need of the unions to sever once
and for all their ties with the
capitalist-dominated Republic-
an and Democratic machines.
They must faunch immediately
for the coming 1946 elections an
Independent Labor Party capable
of protecting the welfare of labor
and waging a real political fight
against Big Business rule,
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were met with a tremendous ova-
tion and thunderous cheers.
Murray, red faced and visibly
shaken by this revolt, hastened to
try to'put it down. He first tried
to assure the delegates that “it
makes no difference to me how
you vote on this question.” But
he then proceeded to talk at
length on why smaller conven-
tions would be a good thing, that
big conventions cost a lot of mon-
ey, that they wouldn't be able to
find big enough convention halls,
that anyway conventions should
be “compact bodies.” He rte-
ceived only a flurry of applause.
Immediately the floor was
flooded with arm-waving dele-
gates. Delegates Hahn, Local
Union 227, and Czelen, Local Un-
ion 1229, secured the ‘“mike,”
Just after Murray had spoken,
there had been a lull. Every del-
egate was wondering if the oth-
ers had again wilted under Mur-
ray’s oratory and prestige. But
the succeeding remarks of dele-

[gates brought such cheers that

the ranks became fully confident.
Hahn charged the proposal was
designed “to concentrate the con- |
trol of the conventions by a
small minority.” Czelen declared
that the proposal would mean
“we would have the same amount
of staff members as delegates,
but the rank and file will not be
here.” ]

After this speech, there was
such a clamor for the question—
this time by the rank and f{file
majority—that Murray put the
vote. A feeble “aye” sounded for
the proposed change. Then the
loudest “No!” ever heard in the
convention hall—where the CIO
auto workers had met recently
too—shook the rafters. The steel
workers had come of age. They
had decisively asserted them-
selves for the first time against
Murray and his machine.

The struggle over organiza-
tional policies and democratic
practices was the dominant
theme of the convention. It was
primarily in this form that the
dissatisfaction with Murray’s
general policies was expressed.
On the broader questions of eco-
nomic and political program, the
convention went along generally
with the major resolutions put
forward by Murray.

At the same time, there were
talks by various individual dele-
gates on a number of resolutions
that clearly demonstrated the
spread of progressive and mili-
tant ideas among the steel work-
ers. Many of the policy resolu-
tions put forward by Murray re-
vealed the pressure of these ad-
vanced ideas.

“POLITICAL ACTION"

Obviously couched in terms
intended to appease the growing
sentiment for genuine inde-
pendent labor political action, the
important resolution on “Politi-
cal Action” called for support of
the CIO Political Action Com-
mittee by stressing it “inde-
pendent political activity” and
its character as “an independent
force, without commitment to
any major party.”

The resolution wound up, how-
ever by repeating the bankrupt
formula ahout giving “our sup-
port to the progressives of eith-
er major political party.” In
short, Murray proposed' fo re-
peat the previous fiascos of back-
ing capitalist “friends of labor,”
rather than fighting to build an
independent labor party which
could provide an effective po-
litical instrument that could
really combat Big Business reac-
tion.

, An important resolution was
‘passed unanimously expressing
opposition to peace-time military
conscription. This brought forth
several excellent statements from
the floor. Tom Hood of Local

1330, a Youngstown delegate,’

who had spent 12 years in the
Marines and been an aerial gun-
ner iIn World War II, received
big applause when he con-
demned peacetime conscription
and asserted that building & big
army was “like giving a man a

want to WVl

ert nghts
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it out and see how fast it will
go,' no .matter who he knocks
down. There are always gener-
als who want to try out their
machine.”

-He stated that  conscription
was intended to give the child-
ren of steel workers “training
in a system that only breeds
wars.,” He told how while he
was in the air corps “we were
forced to take part in the sup-
pression of the people of Italy
who were fighting for a little
more bread.”

Another delegate, Hirsh of

! | Local Union 12086, still a member

of the armed forces and in uni-

* | form, declared his opposition to

peacetime  conscription and
charged that the army was based
on a bureaucratic caste system
that ‘degraded the enlisted men
and gave the officers outrage-
ous privileges.

FOREIGN POLICY

One of the most spontaneous
ovations was accorded Delegate
Trbovich, of Local 1010 in Fast
Chicago, Indiana, when he spoke
on one section of the foreign
policy resolution. Emphasizing
that he was speaking only on
the last section of the resolution
calling for “encouragement and
assistance to the people of the
liberated countries and colonial
peoples to exercise the right for
self determination and to build
their own democracy,” Trbov-
ich stated:

“It is the duty of the trade
unions to see that our own coun-
try is brought into line®on this
question, In Indonesia, for in-
stance, British troops with
American weapons are shoot-
ing down the people fighting for
their own government.”

A sharp volley of applause
greeted his statement: “We did
not work to produce weapons of
war to, be used for shooting
down other peoples fighting for
their rights. If we are really
sincere about fighting for op-
pressed people, we must see that
our boys are not used for im-
perialistic purposes to put down
people fighting for lberty in
the colonies.”

On the key issue of the mount-
ing inflation which is yobbing the

recent wage gains, Murray of-
fered no program other than
begeing the government to “save
OPA” and dependence on the
capitalist political agencies to
“control prices,” There was no
proposal to combat inflation by
fighting for higher wages.

On the contrary, the day be-
fore the convention opened, Mur-

Goodyear Rubber
Workers Strike
In Los Angeles

By Dave Dreiser
(Special to The Militant)

LOS ANGELES, May 16—
In an Inspiring show of
militancy 2,000 members of
United Rubber Workers Local
131 shut down the Goodyear
Rubber Company here May 9,
after the company repeatedly re-
fused to arbitrate basic disputes.

The strike was authorized by
the union’s strike stategy com-
mittee after a walkout by 150
tire-builders when the company,
contrary to the contract, refused
a man his guaranteed opergtor’s
rate while starting on an un-
familiar machine, and then re-
fused to negotiate the matter..

The Big Four rubber coph-
panies have been following a
consistent policy of cracking the
whip at every opportunity, think-
ing they can get away with any-
thing since the payment of an
18%2 cent increase last March.

This strike plainly shows
where the workers stand regard-
ing this policy. One picket, a
wveteran just back a few weeks
from overseas said, “This fight
is as important as gnything we
did over there. I'll stay out till
the sidewalk falls in .hefore I'll
see 18% cents chiseled down to 10
cents by the company's rate
‘manipulations.”

The union wants to make the
corporation agree to arbitrate
rate disputes and wage stand-
ards, to end unfair switching of
job classifications, and to allow
union . representatives to make
time studies in rate disputes.

steel and other workers of their |

ray issued a public statement
that the union would “observe
its wage commitments” in.the
present contracts even if the
OPA was smashed and regard-
less of inflation.

But, there can be no doubt
that the steel workers, along
with the more advanced indust-
rial workers generally, will come
to realize that the most effect-
ive method to fight the conse-
quences of price rises is by de~
‘manding in their contracts a
sliding scale of wages, under a
fixed minimum, that provides
for the automatic increase of
wages to keep pace with every
rise in the cost of living.

In this spirit, a Youngstownm
delegate, Ted Dostal of Local
1330, voiced -the sentiment - of
many militants during his well-
received talk on the resolution
calling for unemployment com-
pensation to strikers. After
pointing out that the unem-
ployment insurance funds come
out of the “unpaid wages 4f the
workers,” he asserted that the
“OPA is full of loopholes and
prices are bound to rise. . We
will have to fight for higher
wages, We must prepare for-
real struggles in the coming days
ahead. That is why we must
see to it that the laws are ame
ended to provide for compen- .
sation when workers are again
forced out on strike.”

Among the most gratifying
features of the convention, was
the large number of Negro dele-
gates. They were among the
most articulate and militant
participants in all debates. They
played a truly significant role
in the deliberations and repeat=
edly evoked enthusiastic re-
sponse from the overwhelmingly
white audience. However, the
Negro steel workers, a large sec-
tion of the union, still have no
representation on the union’s
leading bodies.

STALINIST ROLE

The Btalinists played & mis=
erable role at the convention.
On every possible occasion they
cottoned up to Muwrray— who
shortly before the convention.
had been prepared to open a
red-baiting drive against them..

This morning, shortly before
the closing of the convention,
the BStalinists precipitated . a
‘scandalous brawl on the con-
vention floor that nearly broke
up the convention in a riot. In
an effort to capture undisputed
control of-a section- of the une
fon, they brought forth a pro-..
posal- to divide the largest dise
trict of the union, the Chicago-
Calumet District 31, into two
districts, one of which they
hoped to seize.

In the midst of the wutrover-
sy that followed, the Stalinists
and District/ 81 representatives
got into a physical scrap that
threw the convention into an
uproar for 15 mjnutes, and was
only quelled with difficulty.

This convention will be re-
corded as an historic one. It has
marked a great advance for the
steel workers.
& long way to go yet in fully as-
serting democratic control over
their union and in elaborating
a militant, progressive program,
the steel workers showed in this
convention that they are on the
road to big contributions té the
future progress of American la-
bor.

Having once demonstrated
their determination to fight' for
democratic unionism, they will
continue to hammer away for
membership control over the
steel union’s policies. Their
first victory over the Murray
machine will encourage them to
continue the struggle against the
bureaucrats.’ With the increased
militancy and self - confidence
born of their recent great strike
strugeles ‘and confronted with
the continued attacks from the
bosses and governmgnt, they
will press forward for a fight-
ing policy.

CORRECTION

In the article on the steel-
workers convention in the May
18 issue of The Militant there
was a statement of fact subject
to misinterpretation. The are
ticle said: “They (the steelwork-
ers) would like to be able to
elect their own district repre-
sentatives.” District Directors
are elected. The reference is to
international stalf members
who are appointed entirely by

the Intemat:lom.l Presidmt.
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Death And Burial
Of The Comintern

(Translated from the May 4 ‘La Lutie Ouvriere,” organ of the
the fum Communiste Internationaliste, Belgian Section of the

- By C. Ermatle
The “official” dissolution of the Third International
took place, as is known, in 1943. We stated then that the
Third International long before ceased to be what it had
set out to become at its foundation: a revolutionary general

Fourth International.)

staff of the world proleta-®

riat. The dissolution itself
was proclaimed primarily by
Stalin’s desire to demaon-
strate to his imperialist
“allies” that he had. broken
completely and definitively with
any idea of “propagating. the
world revolution”—a fact admit-
ted by every serious observer for
many years.

But it now appears that the
“dissolution” of the Third In-
ternational corresponded not
only to the diplomatic needs of
the Kremlin, but reflected the
growing state of affairs produc-
ed by the war and the great
wave of chauvinism which swept
the Stalinist parties in different
countries.

‘Every vanguard worker will re-
call that at the time of the First
World War, the utter bankruptcy
of the Second International was
concretely manifested in the rup-
ture of international political
solldarity. When the war broke
out, most of the “Socialist” par-
ties ranged themselves on the
side of “their” country, breaking
the ties which united them to
their sister parties of the *en-
emy” countrie$, and, even grav-
er, trying to employ their influ-
ence in the “Socialist” parties
of certain temporarily neutral
countries in order. to drag them
into the war on the  side of
“their” bourgeoisie.. .

LASHED BY LENIN

' Lenin lashed this betrayal in |
the most violent manner, char-
acterizing these facts as 'the
death of the reformist Interna-
tional, and launching from that |
moment 2 call for the creation |
of 'a new Communist Interna-
tional.

At present we are witnessing
the death of the Third Interna-
tional, already officially “dis-
solved” three years ago. In fact,
for the first time-the Stalinist
parties ‘of different. countries
have begun systematically to set
themselves against each other,
declaring themselves in “soli-
darity” with the interests of
“their” bourgeoisie. This attitude
is nothing more than the logical
result of the displacement of
proletarian internationalism by
an infernal mixture of ultra-
chauvinism and neo-Jacobin
“patriotism."”

Thus a few weeks ago the
press review of the INR pub-
lished extracts from Pravda vio-
lently criticizing the politics of
the Swiss Stalinist Party, the so-
called “Labor Party.” The organ
of the Russian Stalinist Party
accused the Swiss Stalinist Party
of having permitted the infil-
tration into its ranks of “bank-
ers” - of ‘“reactionaries” and
“agents-provocateurs,” and of
following a political line which
is not in conformity with that
determined by the interests of
assembling tokether the demo-
cratic forces.

BACK CAPITALISTS

Shortly before this, the Ger-
man Stalinist Pirty took a stand
against the Polish and French
Stalinist parties on the ques-
tion of the’ Ruhr. While these
two parties, supporting the po-
sition of the “victor” imperial-

capitalist rulers for the detach-
ment of the Ruhr from Ger-
many, the German Stalinist
Party declared, through the
mouth of its vice-president, Ul-
bricht, that “the Ruhr is and
will remain German, ‘ours,’ that
‘we' canpot live w1thout the
Ruhr,” ett.

The latest instance is a let-
ter from the Secretariat of the
Italian Stalinist Party address-
ed to the Central Committee of
the French Stalinist Party on
the subject of the question of
Trieste. This letter, made public
in the French press of April 23-
24, demonstrates clearly that the
Italian Stalinist Party now takes
a position opposed to that of the
Yugoslav and French Stalinist
Parties. The later support the
demand for the annexation of
Trieste to Yugoslavia. The Ital-
ian Stalinist Party, which until
recently defended the position
that “Italy must now pay for
fascism,” has in its turn been
caught up in the petty-bourgeois
nationalist current and now
writes to the French Stalinists as
follows:

“In view of the authority of
the French Communists, the Sec-
retariat of the Italian Commu-
nist Party believes it would be
useful for the former to reestab-
lish the contacts which would
permit it to understand the mo-
tives for which the Italian dem-
ocrats, unanimous in their strug-
gle against any rebirth of Ital-
ian nationalism, are neverthe-
less equally unanimous in their
desire to find a solution to the
question of Trieste different
from that proposed by the
French Communists.”

4TH INTERNATIONAL
AND ITS PROGRAM

‘‘In the face of this miserable
bankruptey of the Third Inter-
natienal, the success of the re-
cent international conference of
the Fourth International is of
extraordinary importance. De-
spite the long isolation of cer-
tain sections, despite the im-
mense. material difficulties, de-
spite numerical weakness and
extreme poverty, despite unin-
terrupted pérsecution of most
of its leaders, the Fourth Inter-
national succeeded in a short
time not only in reestablishing
“contact” with all the member
parties of the globe, but also
and more important, in verifying
with pride the spontaneous uni-
formity of its politics on the
five continents.

Expressing the interests of the
world proletariat, who are one’
and indivisible throughout the
entire world, free from any ties
with any government or capi-
talist camp, the Fourth Interna-
tional rapidly formulated a com-
mon political line, even on the
most current and immediate
tactical questions. This line was
inspired by one leading thought:

The defense of the interests
of the oppressed and exploited
throughout the world, unrelent-
ing struggle against world im-
perialism which -is dragging hu-
manity toward atomic destruc-
tlon, the preparation of the world
Communist revolution and the
establishment of the Socialist
United States of Europe and of

ists, backed the demands of their

the world.
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Trlmdad Workers Protest Jim-Crow
Reign Of Terror In Columbia Tenn.

Full text of the leaflet is as follows:
COMRADES and Fellow workers, the
‘above named Association calls your at-
tention to the facts of the Tennessee
white ruling class, who unleashed their
savage warfare of a Nazi type on Febru-
ary 25th against the entire Negro sec-
tion of Columbia, Tennessee. '
Some 500 state troopers and hundreds
of armed white Negro haters,
the Negro community and let loose like
pouring gunfire
into dwellings and business places, ran-
sacked homes and drove inhabitants into
the street where they were searched and
barbarously beaten, Scores were shot and

Nazi Storm Troopers,

clubbed.

Fourteen of these prisoners being held

Anvaded
cold blood.

L

at the mercy of lynch mobs face the
frame-up charge of “attempt to commit
murder” because some of the threaiened
Negro people had barricaded themselves
in stores and homes. But the outrage of
Jim Crow terror was climaxed when two
of the 69 Negroes dragged to Maury
County jail were lynched inside the pris-
on by guards who shot them down in

The entire “Mink Side” Negro section
of 3,000 inhabitants in a town of 12,000

is now under martial law.
Come in your thousands and sound

your voices In protest to Governor Jim

McCord, Nashvﬂle Tennessee USA

Philippine Peasants Wage
CMI War Against Rulers

By Mike Cort
It has been reported that 20,000 armed peasants are

at this moment waging civil war in the Philippines.
are revolting not only against their U. 8.

They
imperialist

masters, but also against the®

native capitalist.s and land-
lords who foreyears have en-
slaved and exploited them.
This agrarian revolt is being led
by the Hukbalahaps a guerilla
movement organized in 1935 with
the avowed purpose of taking
the land from the landed aristo-
cracy and dividing the big es-
tates among the peasants.
When the Japanese overran the
Philippine Islands, the Hukbala-
haps conducted extensive gueril-
la warfare against the invaders
and made every attempt to co-
ordinate their forces with those
of the regular Filipino and
American armies. But MacAr-
thur waged a ruthless campaign
against the Hukbalahaps, for
while these peasant fighters op-
posed Japanese imperialism, they
refused to abandon their struggle
against the native landlords.
Throughout the Japanese oc-
cupation, bands of armed peas-
ants would descend from the hills
and occupy the largest estates,
dividing the land among them-
selves, and refusing to pay taxes

and resisting both Japanese and

American attempts to dislodge
them, It was this violation of the
“sacred right of private proper-
ty” which made them the ene-
mies of the American imperigl-
ists.

Now that the Japanese have
been defeated and the United
States has regained possession of
this colonial bastion, the Amer-

jcan army is dealing cruel blows

against the revolutionaries. Since
the first of this year more than
700 peasant guerillas have heen
killed by U. S. or puppet troops

The Hukbalahaps have now
won complete control of
three provinces in central Luzon.
Within these provinces the great
estates have been broken up and
parceled out to the peasants who
had worked them. '

The American imperialist rul-
ers and their Filipino capltallst
collaborators are now reaping|
what for years they have sown.
Prior to the outbreak of World
War II the Philippine capitalists
lived on the scale of the old
Spanish aristocracy who ruled
the Philippines before they were
seized by the American imperial-

ist.s The exploited peasants,
however, lived in one room grass
huts and slaved in the fields for
30 cents & day. In order to
shackle these peasants to their
war machine, the capitalists
made sweeping promises of de-
moecracy and equality—promises
upon which the peasants are now
trying to force payment,

The American military has es-
tablished a puppet guerilla or-
ganization known as USAFFE
(United States Army Forces in
the Far East) and is now sending
it into the Luzon hills on punitive
expeditions. On May 11 a six-
hour battle between the Huk-
ibala,haps and the USAFFE took
place near Cabanatuan, At least
three peasant fighters were kill-
ed.

There is no question but that
the Hukbalahaps enjoy wide=
spread support among the Filipi-
no peasants. Only the presence of
large numbers of U, S. army
|troops has confined the revolt
to the three provinces of Luzon.
Limlangen, U. 8. puppet gover-
nor of Pampanga Province, con-
fesses that his regime could not
exist without “the efficient han-
dling of well-trained units of the
United States Army assigned to
help maintain peace and or-
der.”

In an inspiring demonstration of international working class solldarlty, .
the Negro Welfare, Cultural and Social Association (Trinidad, British

|local police in Columbia,

JTennessee.

In a letter to The Militant,
Rupert Hannibal, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Association, in-
dicates that the action was taken
after reading accounts of the
Columbia atrocity which were
printed in The Militant.

mass meeting states: “We the
workers and inhabitants of the
Islands of Trinidad and Tohago
vigorously protest the outrage-
ous, wholesale atrocities and
violations of civil fights commit-
ted by local police and state
troops against the peaceful Ne-
gro community of Columbia,
Tennessee.” '

CONDEMN POLICE

The resolution angrily assails
the Columbia outrage. The po-
lice, acting “like Nazi Storm
Troopers blasted every Negro
dwelling and bdsiness place with
machinegun fire.” State troopers
ransacked homes, brutally han-
dled women and children and
arrested ‘“scores of Negroes many
of whom are still behind bars.”

The Trinidad workers’ resolu-
tion denounces these barbarous
actions as a violation of the
American Negroes’ constitutional
rights and condemns the police
for murdering two- Negroes while
they were in prison.

“All these facts prove,” the re-
solution goes on, “that the in-
vasion of the community by your
froops wds a calculated move to
terrorize the entire Negro com-
munity of the South” and to
force them into submission to
the so-called “master race.”

The mass meeting called upon
all working class .parties, trade
unions, church organizations and
civil rights associations to de-
mand the immediate withdrawal
of state troops and police from
Columbia and the immediate re-
lease of all victims held by the
Jim Crow set-up.

VALIANT STRUGGLES

Directing their indignation at
President Truman and Gover-
nor McCord, the Trinidad work-
ers’ resolution concludes: “We
hold your administration prima-
rily responsible.”

The resolution is signed by Jo-
seph Granumn, Secretary and
Jim Barratt, President of the Ne-
gro Welfare, Cultural and Social
Association. i

The workers of Trinidad, a
Brkish colony in the West In-
dies, have long suffered brutal®
exploitation by arrogant white
slavemasters. In their struggle
1ror freedom from imperialist
rule they have conducted many
valiant - struggles and suffered
their own casualties.

The inspiring action of these
West Indian workers testifies to
the growing international soli-
darity of the Negro peoples
against their capitalist oppres-
sors. The initiative taken by the
Trinidad workers sefis an ex-
ample for workers everywhere.

Important Lessons Of Strike Wave In Palestine

By T.

(Special to T

CLff

he Militant)

- (The first half of this dispatch appeared in last week's

“Militant.”)

JERUSALEM, April 26 — Notwithstanding the great
militaney in the ranks of the workers and employes, the
strike movement which swept Palestine these past two
weeks-revealed some grave weaknesses which were fully

exploited by the government.®—

They were:

1. ‘'The fact that the Second
Division employes, the Post and
Telegraph workers and the rail-
way workers each negotiated
separately with the government.

2, The fact that the Second
Division did not call on the daily
workers of the government to
Join the strike.

3. The fact that the employes
of the railways and Post and
Telegraph were represented by
the delegation of the Second Di-
vislon, while the workers in these
departments were represented by
the two other delegations. And
so when the Second Division
council decided to end the strike,
they almost forced the railway
workers and the Post and Tele-
graph workers not helonging to
the Second Division back to work.

It is not yet clear what the ac-
tual results of the strike will be,
as many points have not yet been
affirmed by the Colonial Office
in London. Furthermore, neither
the government nor the leaders
of the Second Division made it

clear if the agreement atrect.s
not only the employes but also
the workers of the various gov-
ernment departments. The out-
come of some of the demands is,
however, known.

The minimum salary in the
Second Division and the Post and
Telegraph Services was increased
from $33.60, a change was made
in grading to the workers’ advan-
tage, a cost of living allowance
of 80 per cent of the official in-
dex was agreed upon for the first
$40 of basic pay and 40 per cent
on the 20 above that, and family
allowances were slightly raised.

The railway workers also re-
ceived a rise in che minimum
basic pay from $1.20-$1.60 and
a corresponding rise in all other
grades; two weeks' paid holiday;
overtime pay. It was also agreed
that aged workers could not be
dismissed unless according to a
doctor’s advice. The particulars
of their other demands have not
yet. been published.

As far as the strike pay is con-
cerned, & day before the ending
of the strike the High Commis-

®sjoner had agreed to pay. Three

days after ‘ the resumption of
work, however, he declared that
he “cannot consider the matter
further until he is given adequate
safeguards by the Association
that the Second Division Civil
Service will in the future use the
machinery, which exists within
the government and will be
further developed as necessary,
for the settlement of disputes and
adjustment of gxievances.” 1In
other words, until they pledge not
to strike in the future. But the
government will not find it so
easy to break its pledge.

The strike objectively had
great social and political import.
The predominant part in the
strike was taken by Arab work-
ers and employes. Even if the
striking railway workers did not
constitute a quarter of the strik-
ers as far as quantity is conedrn=
ed, as far as quality is concerned,
their weight was far greater, as
the paralysis of the railways
gravely affected the whole econ-
omy of the country.

Of the 7,000 railway workers
400-500 are Jewk and all-the rest
Arabs. Jews make up about a
third of the 2,000 Post and Tele-
graph workers and employes
and about a quarter of the 20,-
000 Second Division employes. Of
all the 32,000 strikers, therefore,
Arabs accounted for about 26,-

000 and Jews for about 6,000, The |

workers who did not sirike but
were near the point of doing so
were also almost entirely Arabs.
WHAT STRI!(E PROVED

The strike proved conclusively
the fallacy of the Zionists’ con-
tention that the Arab masses
are backward and primitive, that
they are mere putty in the hands
of the reactionary feudal and
bourgeois leadership, and that it
is the Zionists who will enlighten
and advance them, It gave the
lie to the fable which imperial-
ism, Zionism and the reactionary
Arab leadership fry to bolster up,
that unity of the Arab and Jew-
ish masses Is Iimpossible to
achieve.

It proved that while there are
not & dozen Arabs who support
Zionism, there are tens of thou-
sands of Arab workers who are
ready to stand shoulder to shoul-
der with their Jewish class fel-
lows for the defense of their com-
mon class interests.

It proved that imperialism's
calculation of withdrawing its
armies from the erupting vol-
cano of Egypt and concentrating
them close by in an apparently
more compatible Palestine where
walls of national segregation be-
tween Arabs and Jews provide
convenient conditions, will not
be able to be carried out as
smoothly as imperialism might
have hoped.

It proved thet while the tor-

4

rorist actions of the Zionists who
aim at domination of the coun-
try and displacement of the
Arabs only abet the imperialist
policy of divide and rule, the class
struggle of the Palestinian pro-
letariat, however weak it may
be in relation to world imperial-
ism, is a real anti-imperialist
struggle.

Imperialism was compelled to
make concessions, fearing that
the strikes, demonstrations, etc.,
would produce a resounding echo
in the neighboring countries.
The Revolutionary Communist
League, Palestine Section of the
Fourth International, was .ab-
solutely -correct in thus apprais-
ing the position in the leaflet in
Arabic and Hebrew that it dis-
tributed among the strikers.

We must not over-estimate the
influence the strike had among
Jewish workers. We may with-
out doubt say that it is only be-
cause of the fact that the Jews
accounted for only a fifth of the
strikers and that only a fifth of
the Jewish strikers are organ-
ized in the Histadruth that pre-
vented this organization from
following ite traditional custom
of preventing strikes in the name
of Zionist expansion. But the fact
that the strike had a far smaller
influence among the Jews in the
country at large than among the
Arabs, is due not only to their
relatively small numbers among

the strikers but also to the fact
that Jewish workers are in the
main employed not by the gov-
ernment and companies of :[or-
eign capital but by Jewish capi-
ta.lists in the closed Zionist econ-
homy, and to the fact that they
enjoy some important advantages
over the Arab workers.

The strike nevertheless insert-
ed a wedge, even though it may
be a small one, in the Zionist
front. The broadening of such
cracks in this front will open
the way for a strang, united class
struggle against imperialism and
its agents, Zionism and the feu-
dal-bourgeois Arah reaction.

As far as the Arabs are con-
cerned, the Arab workers’ leader
who stated that this strike has
pushed Palestine forward 20
years, was indeed close to the
truth, This strike was not the last
and we must expect many others
to follow in its wake. The unity
of the trade unions of the Mid-
dle Fast proposed by the Pales-
tinian and Egyptian Trotskyists
which received some echo among
the workers now stands on the
order of the day.

In the few days since the end
of the strike, other minor strikes
have been breaking out in all
parts of the country, and a wave

of organization has been spread-
ing everywhere, Of this we shall
write you later.

e el

of Negroes by state ando

The resolution adopted by the

West Indies) held a mass meeting in Port of Spain, Trinidad, during the
middle of May, to protest the savage*clubbing, imprisonment and murder

Editor of The Militant,
Dear Comrade,

British West Indies.

our leaflet and resolution

ing class solidarity means
of reaction.

TRINIDAD WORKING CLASS
LEADER HAILS ‘MILITANT'

I am a member of a politicai organization, the Ne-
gro Welfare, Cultural and Social Association, Trinidad,

Sometime last year I began reading The Militant
and it was through a member of the Socialist Workers:
Party. I must indeed say that from then to the present
The Militant has been a great source of information
to my organization and me on the international and
Ame;ica.n working class struggle. '

The Militant is hailed by my organlzation and
by me as one of the greatest exponents of the work- “F
ing mass of the United States in their fight against-|
the capitalist and Big Business class of Wall Street. -
We' further hailed The Militant for the part played
in the UAW (CIO) strike and in its fight against
native Fascism and for racial equality. :

Enclosed is a leaflet and a copy of a resolution
which is to be sent to President Truman and Governor
Jim McCord of Tennessee. We will be very glad if

workers of America to know that the fight for work-
ing class solidarity is being carried on here, for work-

Long live the workers of the world!
Fraternally yours,
Rupert Hannibal, Ass’t Secretary
Negro Welfare,
Trinidad, British West Indies

can be published for the °

a bloc against the forces

Cultural and Social Assn.,

Spokesman For 'Indo-Chinese"
Describes Freedom Struggle

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
PARIS, May 4—In an interview with a reporter of Ln,
Verite, a spokesman of the official Viet Nam delegation
here for negotiations with the French government, replied
as follows to the question: What. has happened to. Ta-Tu

Thau?

“Thére is & rumor that he has
been killed, But there has been
no confirmation. Possibly he is
in Cochin-China (the secfion of
Indo-~Chine, where heavy fight-
ing between French imperialist
troops and native guerillas is
still in process—Ed.) Revolution-
ary leaders often disappear, and
then reappear just as suddenly.”

Ta-Tu-Thau 1is the founder

Chiang’s War On
Chinese People
Armed By U. S.

The long and bloody arm
of imperialism today reaches
into China to fan civil war,
just as in 1936 it reached into
Spain. Franco’s war on the
Spanish people was made pos-
sible by arms supplied by Hitler
and Mussolini;' Chiang XKai-
shek’s war on the Chinese peo-
ple is made possible by guns and
planes supplied him by American
imperialists.

The Chinese civil war t.oda.y
flames hottest in Manchuria.
There the United States has not
only supplied Chiang’s army with
guns and uniforms, has not only
trained his soldiers in the art
of warfare, but is now engaged
in transporting them to the
scene of battle. No further mili-
tary ald could be given Chiang
short of actual intervention by
U. 8. troops, and even this is
now being hinted at.

According. to Tillman Durdin,
N. Y. Times correspondent in
Chunking, Chiang has sent six
armies to the northwest to bat-
tle the Communists (Stalinists)
for control of Manchuria. Five
of these armies were transport-
ed by American ships from cen-
tral and south China, and pasts
of the sixth were flownsto Man-
churia in American air tra.ns-
por'os

SmFED BY U. S. PLANES

Crack troops of Chiang’s new
Fourth Army are now assault-
ing the Manchurian capital city
of Changchun, These are troops
‘who have been equipped and ex-
tensively trained by the United
States - army. And even before
Changchun fell to the “Commu-
nists,” 4,000 regular Nationalist
troops were flown to the city in
American planes.

The Communist (Stalinist)
New China Daily News has
charged that regular American
army planes strafed Communist

"(Stalinist) troops in Szepingkai

in the middle of April, This has
been vigorously denied by Amer-
ican military commanders in the
area, but the fact remains that
American guns and planes are
being used against Chiang’s ene-
mies, whether or not they are
manned hy American soldiers.

and outstanding laeder of ths
Indo-Chinese section of theé
Fourth International and be-
fore the war was elected sevéral
times to the municipal councit
at Saigon. He was imprisoned
during the war.

WAVE OF STRIKES

The arrival of the Viet Nm
delegation in Paris has aroused
a wave of strikes and mass ace
tions among Indo-Chinese work=
ers and soldiers all over France,
In resolutions passed at strike
meetings and soldiers’ gatherings
the purpoe of their action is mos
tivated as follows: To greet im
the delegation the glorious spirit
of Viet Nam resistance and to
demand complete independence
for all of a united Indo-China
(the French imperiadlists want to
detach Cochin-China, from Viet
Nam, as a separate republic fole
lowing the model of colonial polie
tics in India—Ed.); to protest
continued repressive measures
against Viet Nam troops im
France and their deportation o
North Africa; te protest: against
the failure to apply -the amnesty,
law to Viet Nam political prisone
ers in France and its overseas
territories.

They also protest the banm
against' Indo-Chinese hoisting
their own national colors; de=-
mand immediate repatriation
of all Indo-Chinese; demand the
immediate cessation of hostilie
ties and French military terroe .
in Cochin-China, and the imme-
diate withdrawal from there of

the expeditionary force of French '

General Leclerc.

In the interview with La Vere
ite, which in its May 3 numbe®
carries front page campaign arw
ticles for Indo-Chinese freedom,
the Viet Nam spokesman exw
plained the rise of his governs
ment as follows:

PEOFLE'S COMMITTEES e 1

“During the Japanese occupas
tion, in most localities, people’s
committees were formed- illegal=
ly. During the uprising, they ex-
panded and grew, encompassing
the whole toiling section of the
population. These committees
took power and occupied  them-
selves with all matters of local
organization as well as with milie
tary organization. The govern=
ment of the Viet Minh grew out
of these committees.” |

Asked whether these commit-
tees are still in existence “after
the agreement signed by the
Viet Nam with the French col-
onial administration on March
6, he answered “Yes.”

THe spokesman further con-
firmed the fact that innumerable
atrocities were committed by
French troops in the course of
the struggle, and stressed parti=-
cularly the mishandling of Indo-
Chinese prisoners of war. Howe
ever, being very conscious of the
diplomatic role of his delegation,
he was very guarded in his
answers, j

-
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Only the world rev-
olution ecan save the
USSR for. socialism.
But the world revolu-
tion carries with It
the Inescapable blot-
ting out of the Krem-.
lin oligarchy.

—Leon Trotsky

Stalinist Gangsterism

Last February, Political Affairs, monthly
magazine of the American Stalinists, printed
s grim threat to “oust the Trotskyites from
the labor movement” The author of that
threat, Max Welss, a leading official ?! the
Communist (Stalinist) Party, added: “In all
districts a properly planned campaign must

" be worked out to guarantee the reallaatlpn of

this objective.”
This eampaign i now under way. In the
ast two weeks in Buffalo, Pittsburgh, New
York and San Francisco, Stalinjst strong-arm
squads have brutally attacked men and wo-
men distributing The Militant at union and

' Communist Party meetings.

This campaign of physical violence is the
typical answer of Stalinlsm to progressive
points of view in the labor movement which
it is otherwise incapable of meeting. It apes
the murderous methods used by dictator Sta-
lin to silence all political opposition by the
workers to his police regime in the Boviet
.Union. ,

The Stalinists have begun by assaulting the
distributors of The Militant, But these foul
methods are directed against other opponents
as well as the Trotskyists. If they are not
halted at the start, they can spread like gan-

' grene until they end with the disruption of

labor’s ranks. and the destruction of demo-
cracy in the labor movement. Only the worst
forces of reaction can gain from the campaign
of physical violence organized by the heads
of the Stalinist party against their political
opponents,

But let these initiators of the fist and black-
jack think twice. We shall hold the leaders of
the Communist (Stalinist) Party and their
stooges in the trade unions accountable for
any casualties to those distributing The Mili-
tant. :

The Trotskylst movement in the United
Btates began 18 years ago in struggle against
the Stalinist betrayers of the program of so-
elalist revolution., The campaigns of physical
violence against the Trotskyists that were at-
tempted from time to time have In every In-
stance proved a boomerang. We have grown
stronger throughout the years despite all at-
tempts to terrorize us into silence. We will not
Bbe intimidated this time either.

We call on the workers in all the unions
and localities where the Stalinlst goon squads
have disgraced the labor movement by their
mctions, to rally in defense of the distributors
of The Militant. '

Protect these loyal, self-sacrificing adveoates
eof Socialism from physical assault!

. Safeguard the elementary right ef every -

member of the labor movement to express his

~ mews!

The Stalinist assau¥ on union democracy
and freedom of speech must be nipped in the
bud!

Paris Conference
The patent fallure of the Foreign Ministers’
Conference in Parls emphasizes once again
the contention of The Militant and the Social-
ist Workers Party that in a world of imperialist
greed and rivalry there can be no peace. The
Paris conference, unable to produce even s

- draft of the peace treaties, can well prove to

be another milestone along the road leading
to the third world war.

Except for agreeing to revise the still secret
terms of the Itallan armistice, the conference
failed utterly to reach an accord, The Anglo-
American and Soviet representatives glared and
snarled at one another over the disposal of the
Jtalian colonies and the Italian fleet and every
other issue that came before the conference.
Antagonism and distrust flared up on every

JYoint in the discussions.

The London Spectator summarized the re-

sults of the conference by declaring: “It s,

hardly possible to exaggerate the seriousness
of these sustained disagreements, for while
they continue Europe remaing economically and
politically paralyzed, no longer in a stabe of
actual war, but not in sight of anything like
peace. Nor ean any end of the paralysis be
predicted.”

And the “uswally super-cautious British
Broadcasting Corporation,” reports the N, Y.
Times, “is now beginning to talk openly of
the possibility of a conflict between Britain
and the Soviet Union.” -

The main source of the antegonisms between
the big Powers, their inabllity to reach agree-
ment and establish the era of peace which

-

_“These people, why they simply have no hearts

ist war, is not to be found in the bad intentions
of this or that statesman. It flows from the
very nature of the robber capitalist system
which the Anglo-American representatives
uphold, plus the profound and ineradicable
conflict between the capitalist world and the
nationalized property relations in the Soviet
Union. :

In a ruined world wracked by growing eco-
nomic crisis, the victorious imperialists are
tighting over the spolls of war, striving for
economic advantages, and preparing their
positions for war against the Soviet Union,
Destruction of the socialized economy of the
Soviet Union, the return of this vast land to
the orbit of capitalist private property and
exploitation, has become a life and death
question for decayed capitalism.

-
It is now clear for all to see; if the world '

working class does not destroy capitalism, then
capitalism will hurl mankind into the hor-
rors of a third world war. :

Restrictions On Relief

To cover up their own guilt in creating the
world-wide famine and then refusing to pro-
.vide enough food supplies to alleviate the
catastrophe, the spokesmen for the capitalist.
class are trying to unload the blame upon the
American people by condemning them for
“overeating.” Fiorello LaGuardia, the plump
head of the UNRRA, recently flung this taunt:

at all. Belly Americans, that's what they are!”

The American people indignantly refuse to
be made the scapegoats for the crimes com-
mitted by their capitalist rulers. The workers
here have genuine feelings of solidarity for
their starving working-class brethren abroad.
Many of them have relatives and friends
in these famine-ridden countries. They are
eager to share what they have.

But the same capitalist administration
which refuses to force out of hiding the huge
stockpiles of grain being hoarded by the pro-,
fiteering speculators, ptaces all kinds of ob-
stacles in the way of free and unlimited indivi-
dual-shipments of relief, Those Americans
who have relatives and friends in Germany.
Austria and other countries are not permitted
to send any packages to them at all,

Moreover, the sending of relief packages to
other famine-stricken countries are hedged
about with a multitude of deliberate restric-
tlons and red tape. For example, the maxi-
mum size of each package s restricted to 11
pounds, including the welght of the packing
case. Only one package a week can be sent
to a person. Through private export com-
panies a case of relief supplies may be sent,
but this involves much higher expense, and |
has been found to be less reliable in reaching |
its destination. .

If the administration were really so con-
cerned as it pretends to be ahout shipping
maximum relief to the hungry peoples abroad,
it would not impose and maintain all these
restrictions upon the sending of relief,

The truth is that the government agents of
Whall Street are primarily interested in con-
centrating control of rellef supplies in their
own hands for political purposes. They use
food as political blackmail by which they aim
to prop up reactionary regimes a.nd} bludgeon
Into submission the starving masses. .

The unions and all progressive organizations
should demand the immediate lifting of all
restrictions upon the sending of individual re-
lief packagss abroad.

Readers of The Militant who want to aid
working-class victims of famine are urged to
contribute focd, clothing and funds to ,the
American Committee for European Workers
Relief, 116 University Place, New York 3, N, Y.

Stop. The Klan!

The appearance of the Ku Klux Klan In Los
Angeles with the burning of a flery cross be-
fore the home of a Negro family in that city, '

" following upon the recent revival of Klan

activity in Georgia, furnishes dramatic evi-
dence of the mebilization of the forces of re-
action in this period of growing social erisis.

It is significant that the Klan has stepped
into the limelight once again at a time when
the labor movement, both CIO and AFL, is
opening a great drive to organize the unor-:
ganlzed workers in the South, at a time when
the worklng class throughout the country is
engaged in a titanic struggle to hurl back the
offensive of Big Business against the workers’
standard of lving.

On the West Coast, as In the South, the im- .
mediate targets of the Klansmen are the Ne-
groes. At the beginning, as the drive against
the Jews in Germany demonstrated, fascism
always selects a weak and defenseless minor-
ity as its first scapegoat and vietim. But-the
Negroes are mostly workers and those already
organized in labor unions are joined with their
white fellow workers in the battle against re-
actionary Big Business. Who can doubt that
the Klansmen, if permitted to attack Ne-
groes with impunity, will soon enlarge their
activities into organized violence against the
labor movement as a whole?

The rapid intensification of the social crisis!
marked by the sharpening -of the class strug-
gle, provides fruitful soil for the growth of
fascist reaction, The fight against the Xlan,
against Gerald L. K. 8mith, and against each
and every manifestation of fascism is ax vital
to the working class as the battle on the picket
lines against the moguls of Big Business.

The two struggles are in reality one, for the
ties between Big Business and the sprouting
fascist” organizations are well known. Big
Business plans to utilize the Klan and similar
gangster outfits to ald in the drive against
labor, to terrorize the workers and force them
into submission.

Organized labor can stop the fascists, The
#ime for action is now, before they have grown
strong. By defending the threatened Negroes
against Klan terror today, organized labor will
be building up the defense of its own organiza-
tions tomorrow.

The burning of fiery crosses in Atlanta and
Los Angeles is a dire warning signal. It must
ot be allowed to go unheeded.

" of Boviet people.

. ods of operation of the espion-

“What with the grain shortage I've give& up rye—but of course
all happy to sacrifice for the sake of the starving millions.” -

we'’re

I CHOSE FREEDOM, by Victor
Kravchenko, published hy
Scribner’s, 1946, 496 pp., $3.50,

The author of this book spent
his whole life from early youth
until the age of 38 in the ser-
vice of the Stalinist regime, He
rose through various party and
Industrial engineering posts close
to the top ruling clique sur-
rounding the master of the
Kremlin himself, During the
mass purges of 1936-38, when he
himself was caught in the grip of
the GPU, Kravchenko became
secretly hostile toward the
Kremlin, He maneuvered to be
sent abroad to the United States
in 1943 as a member of the So-
viet wartime Purchasing Com-
mission in Washington, and
seized the opportunity to escape
from the clutches of Stalin’s se-
cret service and publicly bresk
with the regime.

In his autobiography, EKrav-
chenko gives a firsi-hand ac-
count of the horrifying crimes
Stalin and his henchmen have
committed against the workers
and peasants of the USSR over
the past 15 years. He presents
authentic evidence of the mon-
strous lies, treachery and vio-
lence. by which the Kremlin
maintains it rule. He reveals
the growing gulf separating the
greedy and brutal bureaucrats
loyal to Stalin, from the impoy-
erished - and subjugated masses

Kravchenko ‘tells about his
role in the forced collectiviza-
tions which led to the Kremlin-
created famine of 1931-1933,
when millions “died like flies.”
He describes the ruthless meas-
ures by which the Russian work-
ers are shackled to the factories,
their inhuman speed-up un-
der the Stakhanovist system, the
wretched conditions in which
they live. He gives eye-witness
accounts of the bhattalions of
slave laborers scooped up by the
GPU in the vast purges and the
frightful prison camps into
which they are herded.

Through his own experiences
Kravchenko discloses the meth-

age system which blankets the
entire country and terrorizes

which held the center of the

every individual from top to bot-
tom,

Kravchenko exposes the infa-
mous Moscow frameup Trials

stage during these purges as fol-
lows: “If anyone in Russia hon-
estly believed in the fantastic
‘confessions,’ I, for one, did not
meet him., Not until I went
abroad many years later did I
discover that foreigners, in par-
ticular ‘liberal’ Americans had
swallowed the macabre hoax,
hook, line and sinker.” He con-
demns the “stupid and illiter-
ate” American film “Mission to
Moscow” as a viclous fabrica-
tion.

EXPOSES MOSCOW TRIALS
“Stalin killed off the found-

ers of the Soviet State,” he
writes. “This crime was only a |
small part of the larger blood- |
letting. The terror and blood- |
letting engulfed in recent times
up to 20 million Russian vic-l
tims,” he states. “But in the |
Davies-Warner Brothers film all
this horror was reduced to a
Betty opera bouffe . .. A politi-
cal event which makes the St.
Bartholomew’s Eve Massacre and
the French Terror and the Ar-
menian atrocities look like street~
corner brawls was here trimmed
down to the dimemsions of 2
parlor farce ... Hollywood kick-
ed the corpses around and heiled
the. murderers.”

Superficial observers have as-
sumed that the Stalinist regime
stabilized itself precisely through
these super-purges. Kravchen-
ko’s book shows how these catas~
trophic purges sapped the indus-
trial and military strength of
the USSR .and caused tremen-
dous loss of lives and territory
in the war.

Kravchenko does not under-
stand or refuses to acknowledge
that these same trials and su-
per-purges were part and par-
cel of :Stalin's criminal betrayal
of the Russian and world work-
ing class revolutions, He mali-
ciously presents Stalin as a
world revolutionist, instead of
the enemy and gravedigger of
Lenin's work and ideas. He is
able to sustain this lle only by

suppressing entirely from his

book the heroic struggles of the -

Trotskyist Left Ogposition
against Stalinism and in defense
of Leninism,

“GILDED YOUTH"”

Kravchenko presents his life
story as that of “one typical
Russian.” But in reality he typi-
fies neither the ordinary worker
or peasant nor the genuine pro-
letarian revolutionist, but the di-
rect opposite. Kravchenko. be-
longs to that privileged section

of the Soviet “gilded youth,” ,

which, after the death of Lenin
and the rise of the-Stalinist bu-
reaucracy, became the pets and
instruments of the Kremlin.

Ignorant of the real traditions
of Lenin's party, the ‘careefist
Kravchenko became a genuine
pupil of the Stalinist School. In
his book he admits that the
Russian workers and peasants do
not want to replace the hated
totalitarian regime of Stalin
with a restoration of landlord-
ism and capitalism. The Russiap
masses instinctively understand
that they alone can guard the
conquests of their revolution
against their class enemies; that
they themselves must undertake
the task of eliminating Stalin
and his parasitic gang.

Now that he has wound up as
a graduate of the Stalinist
School, Kravchenko reveals that
he still has nothing in common
with the Soviet workers and
peasants, For when he escaped
the Kremlin, he fled into the
arms of the “democratic” im-
perialism of Wall Street. He sees
in this bloody imperialist colossus
the “liberator” of the Russian
masses from Stalinism, But this
capitalist giant is interested only
in “liberating” the Soviet peoples
from all that remains of the
victorious socialist revolution of
1917, .

From a willing tool of Stalin-
ism, Kravchenko has now be-
come converted into a conscious
tool of U. 8. imperialism. The
value of his book is not in its
poisonous politics but in its ac-
count of the internal life of the
Stalinist police regime.

Reviewed by
Larissa Reed

!

Congressmen At Work

Wall Street's Congressmen are |
able to hang onto their lush-pay- |
ing jobs year after year only at
the price of eternal vigilance.
Among the lookouts assigned to
watch the public is Representa- |
tive Clarence Cannon of Missouri,
one of the smoothest, slickest,
caglest politicians ever kept in
office by the capitalist class.
This cunning political operator
recently sounded the alarm. Con-
gress, it seems, faces the greatest
danger in fhe history of parlia-
mentary politics.

The danger iz as great, he
‘tlaims, as in the days of the Eng-
lish revolution when “Oliver
Cromwell, in proroguing the.
English Parliament, pointed his
sword at the mace lying upon the
table of the House of Commons
and cried, ‘Take away this
bauble’.”

The danger is as great as at
the time following the French
revolution when “Napolean,
stalking into the French Cham-
ber of Deputies at the head of
his grenadiers, cried. ‘Follow me.
[ am destiny, I am the divinity
of the day.’! As his bayoneteers
drove out the representatives of
the people, some of them climb-
ing through the windows to es-
cape, they drove out civil and re-
ligious liberty.”

The danger is even as great as
when “Hitler, endeavoring to
seize the reins of government in
Germany, as the first step tow-
ard world domination, burned
down the Reichstag Building, so
that Germany’s House of Repre-

sentatives, unable to meef, was

scattered in confusion.”
Representative Rankin of
Mississippi, one of Cannon’s best
Negro-hating, Jew-baiting, anti-
labor friend#, immediately join-
ed in the alarm. He eloquently
described the nature of the peril
to Congress: “What these critics
on the outside are ‘beefing’ about
is that Congress has not capitu-
lated to them. What they are
raising sand about is that they
cannot nose in here and those
subversive elements that want to
destroy Congress cannot nose in
and browbeat Congress into do-
ing what they want done.”
Underscoring the deadly char-
acter of the threat, especially as
it affects the coming eelction,
Cannon described the onslaught
on Congress: “Effort has béen
made to convince the American
people that something is so
wrong with Congressional proce-
dure that dire disaster menaces
the country.” As one sample of
what these dark hosts are doing
to Congress, Cannon quoted a
most frightening passage from

Pageant magazine as follows:
“The trouble with Congress is,
briefly, Congressmen. Their two
main interests Have been getting
reelected and lining their pockets.
Short of everything else they are
lazy and overpaid. They have it
soft. The lobbyists write our laws,
and in a way that is fortunate
for Congressmen are numbskulls,
they are windbags, obstruction-
ists, and worse. Only a vigilant
press deters them from raiding
the treasury.” 1
Imagine the effect of such cri-
ticisms on the voters!| What can
the “old duffers” éspecially say
who have already been accumu-
lating “from year to year inevi-
table ppposition?”
~\, But with such vigilant tribunes
of Wall Street on guard as cagey
Clarence Cannon, che bosses can
rest assured their representatives
won't be ousted easily from pub-
lic office. Facing a fate worse
than death, the capitalist poli-
ticians intend by ook or crook
to outwit the foe,

BROOKLYN
Militant Carnival

. Sat. May 25
SWP Headquarters

Food-Entertainment
Dancing Y

SWP Headquarters

635 Fulton St.
From 8:30 p.m.

.

PROBLEMS FACING
WAR VETERANS

By CHARLES CARSTEN——
Legion Heads Fight Labor Posts

Another in a long, unbroken series of rabidly
anti-union actions, unmistakably showing the reac-
tlonary character of the American Leglon top lead-
ership, was reported in the May 15 PM. John Stelle,
National Commander of the Legion and former Il
linois governor, owns the Brick and Shale Co, of
McLeansboro, Ill. A trial examiner's report recoms
mended that the NLRB find the firm guilty of une
fair labor practices.

The report, issued in St. Louis, recommended the
reinstatement of 27 men with back pay to May 1945
and the recognition of the AFL Hod Carriers Union
as collective bargaining agent for the employes.

Btelle’s anti-union attitude will not surprise anye
one familiar with the Legion leadership’s record of
vicious hostility to the labor movement. Least of
all will it come as a surprise to the National Confer=-
ence of Union Labor Legionnaires, a caucus com-
posed of labor posts formed within the Legion ia
1938, - ’

The Conference has declared that its aims are
defense of the unions, improvement of the standard
of living of the workers, the stamping out of Jim
Crowism and anti-semitism, and action to solve-the
housing crisis. )

By last summer the Labor Legionnaires had ine
creased the number of affiliated posts from twe to
127 and the membership to more than 26,000, But
their seven years of activity has had little, if any,
influence on the policy of the Legion’s national leads
ership.

Despite their efforts to tone down the Legion's
anti-labor policy, one national commander after ane
other has denounced labor in the long-standing tra-
dition of the labor-hating Legion bureaucracy. Here -
are but a few of countless examples:

The 1943 Executive Committee approved a pro-
bosal to accept $20,000,000 from corporations for an
“Americanism program” and, in return, agreed to
campaign for laws outlawing closed or union shops.

The National Commander in 1943, Warren Athers
fon, suggested electrocuting leaders of striking
unions!

The Legion rulers recently appropriated $25,000
to campaign for General Hershey’s anti-labor super=
seniority ruling, a ruling condemned by the entire
labor movement as an attempt to drive a wedge be-
tween veterans and non-veteran union workers.

In addition to fighting the Hod Carriers Union,
Commander Stelle denounced the ‘“get-us-home
GI demonstrations and decorated William Randolph
Hearst as the “outstanding American.”

These incidents and the whole record of the Amer»
ican Legion, leadership stand as irrefutable proof that
the aims of the “King Malkers” are identical with
those of Big Business, They are among the bitterest
foes of organized labor. |

The top leadership of the American Legion keeps
the organization in a bureaucratic straitjacket, mak=
ing reform by the membership imvossible., The Le-
Brass Hats have so far permitted the Labor Legione
gionaires to function only so that th2y eould ensnara '
union men and provide a safety valve for liberal sen-
timent in ‘thé Leglon,

However, with the prospect of the Labor Legion-
naires becoming a real force in the Legion, the “King
Makers” have refused to grant charters to new labor
rosts. They “investigated” the Conference, claim
it is permeated with radicals, and are preparing to
crush it before it can become a serious threat to their
control. It is reported that their next move will ba
to order the dissolution of the Labor Legionnaires.

This bitter hostility of the Legion bureaucracy to-
ward the Labor Legionnaires provides further proof
that only an organization formed by the union move~ -
ment and unfettered by any ties with Wall Street
can advance the real interests of the unions and
worker veterans. That is why the Socialist Worgera
Party fights for trade union organization of the vet=
erans.

How Capitalism Misuses
Mechanized Cotton Picker

‘Half a million families in the South will be jobless
and destitute within a few years when their labor is
displaced by the mechanized cotton picker and other
machinery, a recent report by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture has revealed. 4

The first hundred cotton pickers put into come
mercial use during the past few years have demon=
strated that these machines could pick more than
1,000 pounds of seed cotton in an hour, compared to
an average of 15 pounds an hour by a human being.
On one 4,000 acre plantation last year 40 skilled
workmen operating these machines displaced 130
families consisting of 600 to 700 men, women and
children. '

The improved mechanical cotton pitker is twice
as effective, It displaces not 700, but 1,500 farm work=
ers. Thus eight out of ten of the estimated 1,600,000
farm workers today employed in cotton farming will
be made jobless when these machines are installed.

“Of course,” states the Birmingham, Alabama
Weekly Review, these machines will be hailed as
“emancipation for the thousands of Negro and white
workers from the poverty and drudgery of the rural
South.” But in reality, it is “creating one of the most,
if not the most critical problem facing our nation.”

These machines are displacing the most shame-
lessly exploited and lowest income group in Americs,
Prior to 1942 the average annual income of a family
of five persons gravitated arotind $480, In many lo=
calities the sharecroppers are virtual peons. On 13
plantations in the lower Mississippi Delta, the aver-
age annual net income for shareecroppers was $38
per person, or slightly more than 10 cents a day.

Now these cotton slaves are told that they are
“emancipated” from back-breaking toll in which
every member of the family, including young chile
dren, could earn no more than starvation wages, But
this great modern industrial scientific advance does
not bring them better jobs at higher pay. On the
contrary, it brings them joblessness, destitution and
literal starvation. Only the Cotton Kings benefit from
this technical invention, for they utilize it solely te
reap higher profits through reduced labor costs.

Here is another example of how the capitalist sys-
tem of production for profits misuses the achievee
ments of scientific knowledge and technique.

In order for the workers to really benefit from
scientific developments, the capitalist brake upon
progress must first be removed. When the people
assume ownership of the instruments of production
from the factories to the land, and use them in ool
lective angd cooperative labor, it will bécome possible
for all workers, including cotton pickers, to_become
really “emancipated.” :
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Report On AFL
Pennsylvania State

Convention
Editor:

I think your readers will be in-
terested in an account of the
44th Annual Convention of the
Pennsylvania Federation of La-
bor, which I attended as a dele-
gate. It was held in Philadelphia
May 6-10. -

The first day’s session present-
ed the governor and state sen-
ators. The governor agreed that
workers have the right to strike,
etc., BUT “this should be used
a8 a last resort” and labor should
“sit down and arbitrate by all
means” before using strike ac-
tion. The state senators followed
the same line. All their talk can
be easily understood in-the light
of the fact that elections are due
" this year.

The following day too was con-
sumed by speakers — not only
+ capitalist politiclans, but various
others who in no way can or will
ever do labor any good. One of
these was a commander of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, who
attacked communism and gave
an anti-Soviet speech.

On May 8 AFL President Wil-
lam Green endorsed the UMW.
His speech was welcomed whole-
heartedly by all the delegates.
He told the convention he was
glad the miners had ‘“come home
again” to the AFL, \

This unification with the min-
ers however has worried the offi-
cials of the State Federation, who
are now trying to make their posi-
tions secure against any action
by the miners in the next state
convention. The Executive Coun-
cil of the Federation submitted
to the law committee a resolution
to amend the Constitution to en-
able the president and secretary-
treasurer to hold office for four
years instead of the present two
years. Vigorous opposition was

raised in the committee. Those |

who favored the proposal made
remarks about the re-affiliation
of the miners and showed their
fear of these militant workers.
Finally the committee reported
non-concurrence. On the con-
vention floor, the resolution had
to be voted on three times. It
finally passed by & small margin.

In the law committee there was
also opposition to a resolution to
raise the salary of the president
and secretary-treasurer, but the

[Tells Need i=or

Immediate Aid

To Suffering Workers Abroad

Editor:

I should like to make an ap-
peal to all readers of The
tant, for clothing for the Ameri-
can Committee for European
Workers’ Rellef. Its drive was
announced mcently in The Mili-
tant.

We have’ hundrads of comrades
in many of the countries of the

convention votcd to
both.

It is well to remember that the
delegates who voted in favor of
these changes are in the main
bureaucrats, business agents and
misleaders. They support such
proposals 100 percent, hoping
some day to receive these high
salaries themselves. Their hearts
are not actually in participating
in the organized labor movement
for the betterment of society, but
in advancing their own oppor-
tunist selfishness and gains.

On the final day all the dele-
gates awaited the decision of the
Political Action Committee. As
usual its report followed the tra-
ditional AFL policy, “vote for
your friends and defeat ‘your
enemies.” The committee report
was adopted. A resolution was
also introduced urging the con-
vention to work with the CIO,
Rallway Brotherhoods, and oth-
er labor groups for concerted po-
litical action. Its sponsors aimed
only to channelize the votes of
the workers completely behind
the Democratic Party. This reso-
lution was defeated,

“ Another sickening part of the
convention is the fact that the
delegates are only sallowed five
minutes to speak. Yet the anti-
labor speéakers and capitalist
representatives can consume
one-half to thres-quarters of an
hour. - «

I am of the opinion that the
misleaders l"of labor have to be
voted out of office and new
blood must take on the fight.
With the correct leadership the
Independent Labor Party would
become a reality in a short time.

The opposition which did de-
velop on some issues is an in-
dication that even in the con-
sprvative AFL some changes are
being attempted.

increase

Joe Donalds
Philadelphia

JOSEPH

Former Secretary of

New York Militant Forum

NEW YORK
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Leon Trotsky's Uncompleted Biography
"Stofin: An Appraisal of the Men end
His Influence”

/ Speaker:

- with Trotsky at the time of his death,
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HANSEN

Leon Trotsky, who was
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777 W. Adams

¢ " CHICAGO
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" "The Nature OF The Soviet- Union”

June 6-13-20-27 L
Instructor: MIKE BARTELL
Socialist Workers Party
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/

International.

Just Out! Order Your Copy!

The Death Agony Of Capitalism And
The Tasks Of The Fourth Internationel

The ‘famous ''Transitional Program' of
the world Trotskyist movement.

Adopted by the Founding Conference in
1938 and now officially reaffirmed by the
April, 1946 World Conference of 'I'he Fourth
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PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

25 cents

llished and played

world that can be reached by
mail, These comrades, many of

Mili- | them, are without the bare neces-

sities of clothing, and none of
them have enough, We, their co-
thinkers in this country, al-
though we too may have little,
still have so much more than
they.

Maybe many of you are from
the stricken areas; or like me,
your fathers and mothers whre;
or perhaps you are just human
bheings, with a feeling of interna-
tionalism. Whatever the case,
don't fail spare whatever you
can to help clothe and feed these
people, who are often diserim-
inated against by ao many agen-
cles.

Remember, this is one small
way in which you can make the
cause of internationalism a real
living thing, and not just words.
Our friends and comrades over
there will never forget, and in
their desperate straits will get
& boost of moral2 far outweigh-
ing' the little it costs you.

You can be sure that the drive
of the American Committee' for
European Workers Relief, how-
ever, means that everything con-
tributed will help to save the
lives of our class brothers.

And it is that serious, friends.
Since the collapse of Germany,
very little coal is reaching Italy,
Belgium, Holland, and other
countries. In order to keep from
freezing to death, the workers
in these countries have to add
on more pieces of clothing, So,
if an item of clothing is a little
worn, don't be afraid to send
it; just send it clean and mend-
ed. People forced to live from
hand to mouth can do wonders
with what they can get. Many
of you know this first-hand.

The situation in general is bad
enough, but for our co-thinkers
it is even more desperate. Give
and 'ask your friends to help.
You'd be surprised at how y
people in all walks of life and
of all beliefs will give you some-
thing that may keep a fellow
internationalist from freezing
this spring and next winter,

David Eraus
Cambridge, Mass.

(Editor's Note: We urge Mili-
tant readers to send clothing,
food and funds to American
Committee for Furopean Work-
ers Relief, 116 University Place,
N. Y. 3, N. Y. Winter clothing
will be sent beginning in July
to reach its destination by fall.)

Readers Invited .
To Join New York
'Militant' Chorus

Editor:

One of the most enj oyable and
inspiring features of the -May
Day Meeting In New York was

'| the new .MiHtant Chorus. Our

new director, who is responsible
for the growth and development
of the chorus, received his Mas-
ter's Degree of Music from the'
American Conservatory of Music.
His compositions have been pub-
in South
America and the United States.
He has written monographs on
modern musie.

He was, therefore, well-equip-
ped to whip the Militant Chorus
into shape. And he himself ar-
ranged the stirring revolutionary
and labor songs sung at the May
Day meeting.

The biggest obstacle our di-
rector had to hurdle in building
the chorus was the reluctance
of many to join. Almost every-
one said,”“But I can’t sing;” His
agsurance that “if you can open
your mouth and make a sound,
you can become a full-pledged
member of a chorus,” {finally
won. We learned that individual
voice quality is of little impor-
tance—the blending of voices in-
to one instrument is the thing to
be achieved. As proof, our pres-
ent chorus is made up largely of
people who insisted they had
“terrible volces,” or “couldn't
carry a tune.” Yet it gave an en-
thusiastically-received perform-
ance on May Day after but six
weeks of rehearsals.

Now we aim to double the gize
and effectiveness of our chorus
in the next few months. Mil-
tant readers and friends are in-
vited to join us, no matter what
the range or quality of voice. Our
next scheduled appearance —
the Militant Ball on June 15.

Rehearsals, which last an hour
or so, are held Tuesday eve-
nings at 7:30 and Saturday af-

ternoons at 4:30, at 118 Univerasi-

ty Place (coxner of 13th Street).
If you can't attend both sessions,
one rehearsal 8 week will suffice.
You will be warmily weloomed.
M. Jacheon

‘assaults, the

" When the CIO announced its drive to orgn.nlz-e the Spouth, fiery crosses were burned by Ku Klux

Klan terrorists.

Capitalist-Inspired Terror In Georgia

This scene was taken as the Klan gathered on Stone Mountain to initiate new

members, in a resurgence of labor-hating activities, The State Legislative Council, composed of
AFL, CIO and unaffiliated union members, demanded an investigation by the Treasury Depart-

ment and the FBL

P

—Federated Press

Victim Of Terror In Tennessee
Describes Hours In Columbia Jail

Editor:

Recently I heard a first-hand
account of the anti-Negro ter-
ror in Columbia, Tennessee, told
by Reverend Lockridge, who was
one of those arrested by the Jim-
Crow cops. Hid report was given
at a protest meeting held April
25 by the Youth Council of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People,

Reverend Lockridge exposed
the real truth of what happened

“When we were .released on
bond, we had discovered that the
NAACP lawyers, who had started
on the case immediately, weren't
permitted to interview any of
us. But with the organization
on the job the authorities final-
ly had consented to let the law-
yers speak with some of the de-

1fenda,nts and make arrange-

ments for bail, etc. Only when
we were released did we find
out that the two shots We heard

to the defenseless Negro people. | were fatal for two of our jail

He pictured the state police and
city police riding into the segre-
gated section of the city, provok-
ing wherever posgible, and then
launching a smashing, wrecking.
and clubbing barrage in the
peaceful neighborhood.

“The people were treated like
dumb animals, in fact worse,”
he related. “Over a hundred vic-
tims had been thrown into the
little city jail and were housed
in three small cells. We were s0
closely packed that we couldn’t
move and then when we were
fed there never was enough to
go around. Two of our people
had been taken out of their cells
and led away; a little later we
heard a couple of shots and
couldn’t tell what to think; we
didn't know who was going to

be next.

mates. The whole thing was hor-
ror to see and you can't under-
stand it unless you are right
there.”

Following Reverend Lock-
ridee’s account. of the ‘terror,
Carl E. Beck, speaking for the
CIOt of Youngstown, stated la-
bor’s support of the vietimized
Negro people. He described how
the labor movement has brought
the workers together and has’
done much to bring about great-
er understanding between work-
ers, by uniting them to fight
together for their common inter-
ests. He pledged that he would
push for financial aid to assist
the defendants in Columbia,
Tennessee.

A Reader
Youngstown, O.

Stalinist Leadership Incites
Attacks On Militant Agents

(Continued from Page 1)

distribute leaflets until an or-
ganized gang of about eight wo-
men and 30 men assaulted them,
knocking them down, kicking
them, tearing their hair, 'and
wielding umbrellas as weapons
against them. Some of these
women were Stalinist employes
of the NMU. Men participated
as well. One of the assailants
summoned some of the bystand-
ers to join the attack’

At the meeting itself open in-
citations to violence against the
Trotskyists were made. One of
the speakers urged that wives
of union members help them
“dump” the Militant distribu-
tors.

In protest against these vicious
New York Local
of the Socialist Workers Party
has issued a statement to un-
ions in the city inviting them to
send observers to the NMU hall
on Monday, May 27, when The
Militant will again be distrib-
uted, in defiance of the Stalin-
ist attempts to deprive working
class political opponents of their
democratic right to distribute 1it-
erature at union meetings.

SAN FRANCISCO, May 12—
Stalinist leaders gave a demon-
stration of their conception of
freedom of speech and press at
the “one big union” maritime
convention here, When the Mili-
tant distributor began to hand
out copies of the paper carryjng
stories on the conference, Stalin-
ist goons began to tear up the
paper.

Then one of the Btalinist dele-
gates hrought out a box. He pull-
ed away copies of the paper
from delegates who were reading
it and threw the papers into the
box. Finally one burly Stalinist
charged the woman distributor
and ripped the bundle of Mili-
tants from her hands.:

PITTSBURGH, May 5 —
Workers attending the Com-
munist Party sponsored May
Day Meeting at the Leo Wei!
auditorium here tonight saw
an enlightening demonstration
of Stalinism in action.

Two members of the Pittsburgh
Branch of the Socialist Workers
Party had been distributing The
Militant b0 neighborhood work-
ers and people entering the
meeting. The Stalinists, looking
none too happy over the meager
crowd their raliy was attracting,|

déstributers.

New Yook

ol meulte and threats at
the
In an eMort to discowrage

workers from accepting our pa-
per they planted stooges down
the street t6 “warn” workers
against taking the proffered Mil-
itants. Failing in this, they or-
ganized a “book burning” de-
monstration. Stalinist hacks
took copies of The Militant,
crumpled them and tried to
build a pile of discarded papers
before the entrance. Workers al-
ready familiar with The Militant
from past distributions, however,
continued to accept our paper
and greet our comrades.

Several workers, when urged
by Stalinists to discard the pa-
per, pointed to the headline
“Halt The War-Makers” and
kept a firm hold on their coples.

Pinally in desperation the
Stalinist leaders decided to put
a stop to the distribution.

Concentrating on one of the
girls (they refrained from jump-
ing our young Negro girl comfade

since the meeting was held in a.

Negro neighborhood)—a gang of
a dozen men and women hegan
punching, pummelling and
strong-arming her, intent upon
desiroying the papers and ter-
rorizing the distributors. The
struggle continued for about 10
minutes—until the Stalinists be-
came aware of the crowd that
witnessed their bullying in con-

‘sternation.

When workers from the neigh-
borhood and from their own an-
dience which had crowded out
of the hall, began to voice pro-
tests from all sides, the attackers
backed down. Before the gaze of
the crowd the Stalinists literally
cringed. . .

Our comrades proceeded with
the distribution. The only inter-
ruption from then on was that
of workers who asked sbout the
scandalous action of the Stalin-
ists leaders.

The Pittsburgh branch of the
Socialist Workers Rarty is proud
of the grit of our comrades un-
der attack. We condemn the use
of gangster tactics on the part of
the Stalinist leaders because
such tactics, borrowed from the
fascists, spread division and de-
moralization in the ranks of the
workers only help the bosses.
The Stalinist leaders here will
econtinue to pay for their mistake
for some time Ho come,

MYwﬁhom
To Swhbecribe to

Youth Group
Activities

NEW YORK—For information
on the Trotskyist Youth Group
send name and address to 116
University Place, N, ¥..3, N. Y

Open Forum: Every Friday, 8
p.m, at 1¥6 University Place,
Dancing and refreshments fol-
low. ;

Brooklyn: Class on “Struggle
for Negro Equality.” Instructor:
Harry Robinson.’Every Tuesday
at 7:30 p.m. at Brooklyn head-
quarters. SWP, 635 Fulton Street.
Dancing, refreshments.

PHILADELPHIA—Youth For-
ums held every.BSaturday, 8 p.m
1303-05 W. Girard, 2nd floor.

LOS ANGELEE ™ — Write to
SWP headquerters, 316% W.
Pico Blvd. For information on
Youth Group activities. -

. 8,
Watch this column for further

announcements of youth s.ctiv-
ities.

Electjon Petition
Campaign Pushed
By Jersey SWP

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

NEWARK, N. J., May 22 —
With a week remaining be-
fore the filing deadline, com-
rades and friends of the So-
cialist Workers Party are busily
engaged in collecting the bal-
ance of 3,000 signatures to place
the four SWP candidates on the
ballot for the November elec~
tions in New Jersey.

The four prospective SWP
candidates are: George Breit-
man for U. 8. Senator; Alan
Kohlman for Governor; William
E, Bohannon for Congress, 11th
District; and Arlene Phillips for
Congress, 13th District. |

In his first public statement
Alan Kohlman, SWP candidate
for Governor, today said:

“The real issues in the 1946
gubernatorial campaign are dic-
tated by the actual conditions
in which New Jersey workers
find themselves.

“In the Newark area alone,
there are 115,000 unemployed,
including 30,000 veterans. The
scandalous housing crisis wors-
ens through the do-nothingness
of the administration.

“The recently concluded State
Legislature affords another les-
son in what the workers can ex-
pect from further boss-controlled
administrations. The Republican
Edge administration stands ex-
posed as a typical do-nothing-
for-labor administration. Almost
a year ago the State CIO urged
Edge to call a special session of
the legislature to adopt a pro-
gram for aid to returning vet-
erans, provide jobs and security,
protect rent control and provide
adequate housing, ete.

“The AFL presented 26 bills
dealing with immediate and ne-
cessary measures. To these pro-
posals of organized labor, Edge
turned a deaf ear. He refused a
special session, and then the CIO
AFL proposals were buried in
committee by the regular ses-
sion of the Legislature.

INFAMOUS BILL S-91

“On the other hand, Edge
moved to push through his in-
famous S-91 bill ouwtlawing
strikes in public utilities. In the
face of united opposition from
the entire labor movement, as
well as the vigorous protest of
the SWP, Edge boasted of this
anti-labor law as the ‘greatest
law of his administration.’ i

“To these ‘do-nothing-for-la-
bor’ policies of the boss parties
the SWP will counterpose effec-
#lve measures bo defend and pro-
toct the workers’ Nving standards
and political mberests.”

The feature articles and news
reports championing the miners’
struggles that have appeared in
The Militant are deeply appre-
ciated by that section of the
working class. These stories are
a sharp contrast to the vicious

| | slanders against the United Mine

Workers perpetrated by the coal
operator§ and the capitalist
press. g

An account of the warm re-
sponse with which the miners
received the May 4 issue of The
Militant which contained an.“on
the spot” report of the McCoy,
Va., mine disaster, 18 given in the
following communlc‘ation.

From Pitisburgh, Eloise Gor-
don writes: “We went to Cover-
dale, Pa., with the May 4 issue
of The Militant. We decided to
sell the paper instead of dis-
tributing it, and in about an hour
and a half, three of us canvass-
ing house-to-housé sold over 70
copies to. the miners and their
| families, Almost everyone in
Coverdale knows The Militant
by sight now. In fact, the few
sales we didn't make were to
miners who had on a previous
oceasion taken subscriptions and
are receiving the paper through
the mails.

“The response to The Militant
is most gratifying. These work-
ers accept it as an authoritative
spokesman of their interests al-
most on a par with their union
journal, Several wotkers asked
ug to renew subscriptions that
had expired, although we didn’t
make any efforts to seek renew-
als at this particular time, since
the strike has dug deep into their
pocketbooks. All the men speak
bitterly of the hysterial cam-
paign the capitalist press is car-
rying on against their union.
“We have one subscriber there
who has received The Militant
since he first became acquainted
with it in 1943. This man is a
real Militant agent for our pa-
per. No less than a half dozen
men remarked that they read

|

The Militant at his home every
week. Without a doubt The Mili-
tant has a substantial group of
real supporters in this little coal
miners’ community. We only wish
time permitted us to cover other
mine centers. As it is, we have
sent several copies of this issue
to -our most enthusiastic sub-

‘scribers in various towns down.

the valley: with the request that
they pass copies on to their
friends.”

From the Newark branch of
the Socialist Workers Party we
received the following note:
“One of our new subscribers be=
came acqueinted with The Mil=-
itant when we were distributing
at a Communist (Stalinist) Party
meeting where Foster was speake=
ing. As he got his copy he was
told to tear it up, not to read it.
This made him more curious. He
took The Militant home, read it
carefully, and then clipped the
coupon and mailed it to the of-
fice for a one year subscription.”

A number of our Militant lite
erature agents have written ade
vising that they plan renewal
campaigns shortly, and have out=
lined various methods of work
they intend to follow. We would
like to urge more of our com=
rades to send in their methods
for publication in order to share
their experiences and results
with all our branches.

Anne Alexander of San Fran-
cisco sent the following plan:
“We have organized our recall’
work on a campaign basis. A sys«
tem of points has been set up
whereby each house visited,
whether or not the subscriber
is found at home or renews,
counts for a point. Then the
points are graduated in acoords:
ance with length of subserip=
tion, combinations, ete. The wine
ner with the highest number of
subscriptions will receive a set’
of Lenin’s ‘Collected Works.’ New
and inexperienced comrades who:
go out with an experienced come
rade will receive full credits for
achievements. In this way we
encourage everyone to do mcall-
work,

“The new.Oakland Branch h
doing a good job and we are very
proud of its work,”

'BRONX

‘Weiner Roast

Saturday, May 25
Refreshments!
Entertainment!

1034 Prospect (near 163d)
Beginning at 8:30 p.m.

workers and veterans!

the increaséd cost

ment!

government!

trade unions!

norities!
Down with Jim Grow!

tarism!

forces! '

peoples!

OUR PROGRAM:
1. Full employment and job security for all

A sliding scale of hours!
work with no reduction in pay!

A rising scale of wages! Increase wages to meet

Government operation of all idle and government-
built plants under workers’ control!

Unemployment insurance equal to trade union .
wqges during the entire period of unemplcy-

2. Independence of the trade unions from the

No restriction on the right to strile!
3. Organization of the war veterans by #he

4. Full equality for Negroes and mﬁon.l mi-

5. Build an independent labor pﬂlyl

6. Tax the rich, not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a yeor!

7. A working class answer te capitalist Hlll

Military troining of workers, ﬁnanccd hy the gov-
ernment, but under control of the trade wrviomns!
Trade union wages for all workers im the armed

8. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles

of the workers in al lands!
For the complete independence of the oolvm}ul

Withdraw ol American troops from foreign soM!
9. For a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government!

Reduce the hours of

of living!

116 University Place
New York 3, New York

I would like: :

ganization.

Join the Socialist Workne Party !

SociaLisT WORKERS ParTY

[ To join the Socialist Workers Party.

[J To obtain further mformauon aboul: your o

O To attend meetings and forums of the Socmlu.
Workers Rarty in my city.

Name g
(Please Print),

STREET . , " ¥

Crty ... -

PosTaL ZoNg ..... $TATE ...
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CMILITANT’ FIIND DRIVE HITS 311, 102

74 Per Cent Mark Reached-
in Ninth Week Of Campaign

By Justine Lang
; Campaign Director
The sustained week after week contributions of over
$1,000 to our Militant Fund Drive is a positive indication
of the importance our comrades of the Socialist Workers

Party, readers and friends®
place upon guaranteeing the
continued appearance of
The Militant. :

Their determination to achieve
the $15,000 goal which is needed
to support our press is reflected
in the pace the fund drive has
maintained since its inception
nine weeks ago. From the bang-
up beginning to the present date
we have obtained $11,102, which
amounts to 74 per cent of our
quota. This puts us in advance
of schedule by 10 per cent.

Our scoreboard this week re-
veals some new developments.

The New York Trotskyist
Youth Group, leading the coun-
&y nationslly, has achieved a
quote of 229 per cent! Evidently
thelr statement made several
weelts ago about “surpassing
even the 200 per cent mark, and
the sky being the limit” was not
just idle bragging. These young
tighters for socialism are clearly
yesolved to show what can be
done when one understands how
important # is bo support The
Militant,

St. Paul now joins the eight
other branches of the Socialist
Workers Party which have ful-
filled or gone over their respec-
$ive quotas. 8t. Paul jumped from
eighteenth place last week by
sending in-an additional payment
$o0 complete its $250 quota.

St. Paul has been one of our
most dependable sources for the
attainment of our $1,000 weekly
goal, and we're proud to add it
to our “100 per centers” cate-
gory. With so many other bran-
ches in the 70, 80 and 90 per
cent category, it will be just a
short time, we are confident, be-
fore many more cities reach,the
100 per cent classification.

However, we want to urge
those branches below 60 per cent
to make every effort.in these
next few weeks to mobilize their

forces and obtain the necessary |

funds so they will not be excluded
from the 100 per cent listing on
June 15.

Our mailbag contained the
following interesting items which

Jim Grow Rink

Fails In Trick
To Evade Law

"SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

CHICAGO, May 12—How-
ard M. Fox, gnd Robert Mich-
el, manager of the White City
Roller Skating Rink have
violated the agreement they
made to end discrimination
at the Rink starting May 1. On
that date they did admit Ne-
gro youth to skate, but charged
two prices; 50 cents for all who
held membership cards in the
so-called White City Roller
Club and $1.80 to all others, both
Negro and white.

The obvious aim of this was
b0 discriminate against Negro
youth of the community and
prevent their attendance at the
Rink by a ptfohibitive price. Use
of the “club card” device is a
direct violation of the agreement
Fox signed on March 9.

When the case against Rob-
ert Michel for violation of the
Civil Rights Law of Illinois came
up for trial last Friday, Judge
J. Schiller sharply castigated
Fox and Michel for charging two
different prices. He branded their
action a ‘“subterfuge.”  The
case was .continued until Mon-
day, May 6, and Fox verbally
agreed that after midnight Sun~
day the Rink would be open to
the general public at a single
price and no club cards would be
required-

O._
we want to pass on to our read-'

ers.

Jeanette Kirk of Detroit writes:
“We have collected a lot of
money in the drive from United
Automobile workers in the Briggs
Local 212 plant. One of the com-
rades approached a fellow worker
for a donation, and here's the
answer he received: ‘I get The
Militant every week. Bargaining
in the plant would be much eas-
jer if everybody read The Mili-
tant. It proves that discrimina-
tion hurts us all. /And it keeps
pounding away on how powerful
the working class would be if
they stuck together like they
should. Here’s a dollar.’

“Another Briggs Local Hi-Lo
Driver said: ‘The paper is damn
good. And when you people get
up on the union floor and say
those things to all the union
members I go for it. It’s the
truth — and that's what hurts
the company and their stooges.
Here's ten bucks.'”

From Pittsburgh, Eloise Gor-
don writes: “Am enclosing $11
towards our Militant Fund
Pledge. $5 of this amount was
obtained from one of our new
readers who volunteered to give
the contribution to spur Pitts-
burgh’s slow progress in the
campaign. I hesitated to ask him
as he doesn’t make much money
and is the father of three small
children. However, he gave me
the $5 bill with the remark that
he couldn’t do much but he did
want to indicate his support of
our efforts.

“The remaining $8 was con-
tributed by six steel workers who
last pay day took up a collection
in , their mill where one of our
comrades works. They too have
been watching our progress close-
ly in the campaign, and made
their contribution to help speed
Pittsburgh’s score.

FOLLOWED BY WORKERS

“Every worker who reads our
paper studies the campaign page
very carefully. This is something
I hadn't noticed particularly be-
fore, but it certainly drives home
the conclusion that The Militant
and campaigns conducted in it
are great aids to loecal branch
work.”

Mary Clark of Akron writes:

1. “We have found that the Mili-

tant Fund Drive has'stimulated
interest in all the financial ques-
tions of the organization with a
resulting added efficiency in
payments of pledges etc. Instead |
of acting as a drain on our re-

sources, it seems to have step-| noble thoughts which he®

ped things up. We plan fo have
a big party to finish off our
quota, and are confident we’ll
make our quota.”

Ruby Parker of the Harlem
Branch in New York writes:
“Here is a most inspiring inei-
dent, and shows the wonderful
spirit of our comrades in their
desire to help sustain The Mili-
tant. One of our newest com-
rades, Comrade Kelly, had ob-
tained money on & Militant Col-
lection List from a number of
his friends and contacts. But
for several weeks he had been
unable to bring the collection list
and the money in to the Harlem
headquarters.

“Finally last Sunday he came
to the building where our hall
is located but because of his re-
cent illness he was unable to
climb the stairs to come up and
see us. But that didn't stop him
— he sent his son, who was with
him, to go up and ask us to send
someone down and get the money
from him! The Harlem branch is
really proud of this new comrade,
who showed how seriously he
takes the campaign.”

With determination such as
this incident reveals, we are sure
that the rising weight will be

hitting that bell very soon!

Turn __Indignation Into Action
By Aiding ‘Militant’ Campaign

By Grace Carlson

In his “Principles of Psychology” the well-known Amer-
ican scientist William James,

sound advice on the way to build up good habits. There must

offers his readers some very

be a close connection between thought and action, writes
Jpsychologist James. The person who is always filled with

| never translates into action
isin danger of losing his “ef-
fort-making -capacity,” he
warns.

! “Never let a fine glow of feel-
ing evaporate without having
some practical consequence” is
the way Willlam James puts it.
We ' pass this advice on to the
readers of The Militant. We think
that it’s good psychology.

‘MILITANT' EXPOSES
CAPITALIST CRIMES

Week after week, you read
your copy of The Militant and
are filled with righteous indig-
nation at the stories that you
find there — stories that are not
found in the daily papers. You
read of the latest mine disaster
in McCoy, Virginia, in which 12
workers lost their lives and are
outraged atsthe greed of the
mine operators who value prof-
its above human life,

And you read each week in
Charles Jackson’s column of the
brutal indignities that are in-
flicted on America'’s Negro peo-
ple—the latest being the Colum-
bia, Tennessee, outrage.

When you read these weekly
recitals of poverty and misery,
suffering and oppression, you
shake your héad in anger and

[#] [ enclose §.

| Want To Help!

116 University'PIa(:e, New York 3, N. Y+

| like The Militant because it tells the truth.
it depends entirely upon workers like myself.for support.
is why | want to do my part in contributing to The Militant's
$15,000 Fund Campaign.

..... toward your work.

[[] | want a contribution-list to circulate among my friends and
fellow-workers, so they can help The Militant.

| know that
That

Name
(Please Print)  w
Street . Apt.
City wrree
Postal Zone Ne, State

say: “Something should be done
about these things!”

The Militant is doing its part!
Each week we are now bringing
tens of thousands of workers the
story of capitalist cruelty and
violence.

DO YOUR PART!

What about you? You have
probably noticed that we are
now conducting a Militant Su-
staming Fund Drive. This is to
help us continue and improve
our work in spreading the mes-
sage of revolutionary socialism.
Each week during the drive, we

b

‘| are running a blank form at the

bottom of page 6, which is head-
ed “I WANT TO HELP!" This
is included for the use of read-
ers who want to help us in our
work of exposing the capitalists
and organizing the drive of the
wosking people against them,

When the reading of the stor-
ies in this week’s Militant arouse
your burning anger, don't lay
down the paper without taking
steps to translate that fine feel-
ing into action. Fill in the blank
on page 6 and send it in to The
Militant along with a contribu-
tion—25 cents—50 cents—$1—
more if you can afford it. It will
be very well received and used
by - your fellow-workers on The
Militant,

And it's good psychology for
you!

ART PREIS SPEAKS
IN PHILADELPHIA
By C. Blake

(Special to The Militant)
PHILADELPHIA, May 1—The
Philadelphia branch of the So-
cialist Workers Party tonight

'held a successful May Day rally

protesting imperialist plans for
World War ITI. Art Preis, as-
sociate editor of The Militant,
delivered the main address.
James Price, Business Man-
ager of CIO United Blectrical
Workers Local 107, gave a mes-
sage of May Day solidarity. Mel-
vin Johnson spoke on behalf of
the oppressed peoples of the
world, and exposed Jim Crow as
a capitalist tool against the
working class. Representing the
Trotgkyist Youth - Group, Jack

PER

‘CITY QUOTA PAID CENT
NEW YORK YOUTH ... 50 11452 229
PORTLAND ... IR i 25 27.00 104
ROCHESTER e -~ 50 50.00 100
BALTIMORE ..ccccvrererersraseisras 25 25.00 100
READING ...cocee ivis s .. 100 100.00 100
BOSTON ...covecenssnsssunnesrsersnssarsessacs 400 400.00 100
TYOUNGSTOWN  wevvverrsrrrsisnions i 400 401.00 100
CONNECTICUT ocoveniessessneenssans 100 100.00 100
ST. PAUL 250 250.00 100
Flint ' ...... 100 - 92.00 92
Allentown-Bethlehem .0 5 _66.00 87
Milw aukee 100 86.056 86
Buffalo- Lackawanna. 500 432.00 86
Minneapolis ..o SR - 500 421,00 84
San ANCISCO vvvrerercsnrnisansions w1000 827.00 83
St, Louis ".. 50 40.50 81
Newark 300 240,40 80
New York 3500 2766.07 9
Pittsburgh 108 69.75 70
Cleveland ...... 250 175.00 70
Los Angeles .. 2000 1410.50 70
Philadelphia 500 344,71 60
San DIEEO .vesinianiien 100 65.00 L 65
Detroit 1250 746.16 - 60
CHICRDO iy 1500 724,10 48
Bayonne ... i 75 34.50 45
Philadelphia Youth N S 25 10.55 42
ARPONL iiisiaipivsrioniniviiss 300 128.25 42
Cincinngti \ 25 10.00 40
Toledo .....\. PRI .. 200 69.66 - 34
Los Angeles Yout.h 5 30.19 30
Seattle  .eecheenens H 500 149,50 30
General i L 575 696.59 121
TTAL s ccissoeromnesnasavorsnmanmysss $15,000 11,102.90 74

LOS ANGELES

every restrictive covenant in this
area.
Comrade Weiss further pro-
posed that the conference should
set up immediately a defense or-
ganization, with flying squads
available for instant duty, and
should launch an independent
investigation into all ramifica-
tions of the Eu Klux Klan and
vigilantism.
Comrade Weiss also pointed to
a vital fact in the case, which
has heretofore not been fully
grasped — that Klan terror is a
logical outcome of restrictive
covenants. The vigilantes and
race-baiters who are now level-
ing thelr main attack against
the Negroes will, as the crisis
of inflation and unemployment
increases, expand their scope to
include other minorities, and
finally the organized labor move-
ment.
OUR MAILBAG

Those who have demanded
that the authorities make a
thorough -investigation have
stressed the urgent necessity of
putting on the mat every signer
of the restrictive covenant that

KKK BURNS

CROSS AT NEGRO HOME

(Continued from Page 1)

embrace§s the property in the
56th street area. There is every
reason to believe that these in-
dividuals, if not actually respons-
ible for the placing and lighting
of the cross, nevertheless had
guilty knowledge of the sched-
uled intimidation. d

The effort of the Klan to oust
the Hickersons is not an isolated
case. The same covenant signers
have- launched court fights
against another Negro family,
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Hutchens,

220 W, 56th street, and have filed
eviction proceedings against two
Chinese war' veterans living in
the same block. They act, more-
over, as an organized group, hold-
ing regular meetings and solicit-
ing funds for their activity.

New York Readers!

Hear Joseph Hansen, former
secretary of Leon Trotsky, speak
on Trotsky’s biography, “Stalin:
An Appraisal of the Man and
His Influence.” Sunday, May
26, 8 p.m,, 116 University Pl.

SHODP TALKS
 ON MI(.IAIJSM

- The Profitless Poker Game
' By V. Grey
The capitalists do not grow richer by cheating each
cther. Nor do they merely gain from the others’ losses.
It would be as if there were 10 men in a poker game, each
with a million dollar stake. If they played with a one dol-
ila.r 1limit, the chances are they would all play for years . -

| and stillteach -have their million at the end. Each would
!galn from the other only to lose to the other.

Yet if- each put his money into a business—shares of
| ownership stock in U. S. Steel, for example, he would have

10 million. The fact remains

' directly to the working man.

ducts.

wealth.

things they didn’t get.

pays for them.

itself breeds money!”

| about a million and 50 thousand at the end of one year. .

Even suppose the general law of chances didn’'t work
out in the poker game and one capitalist won millions of
small pots constantly, cleaned the others out and made

that there was only 10 mil-

lion to start with, and there was only 10 .million. at:the
finish—even though dlfferent.ly divided. But if the whole
10 -million" had- been put into U. S. Steel, ‘
increased to 10 million, 500 thousand at the end of the :
year. Even if it were put into savings banks it would have
increased 200 thousand or so.

If you look over the income returns, you will see that. .
{ the capitalists as a whole get richer and richer -every.

year. Where do all their riches come from? If they don't -
cheat other capitalists out of it, maybe they icheat the :
poor people out of it’when they sell to-them?

That can't be true either, Take the steel producer. -
He sells only to capitalists. He can’'t cheat them, as we
have proved (yet he makes 5 percent profit).
producer would look at the automobile producer who sells I
He'd say, “To hell with sell- -
ing steel to a man I can’t cheat. I'll get in the auto busi- -
ness, where I can sell to the working man and cheat him * -
|to death. Thus I will make more profit.” But he doesn’t
do this. For both heavy steel and light cars are sold at
their value, and there is a profit in both of them. )

Then, too, the rich are 7 billion dollars richer -than :
they wer’e Jast year. But the poor, though poorer, are not -
7 billion dollars poorer. The seven 'billion didn't come by
the capitalists gypping each other out of it, and it didn’t::
come by their evercharging the consumers for their pro- :

it would have

The steél

The 7 billion is 7 billion dollars worth of new wealth, -
It is something that did not exist before. It is new fac-
tories, new limousines, and warehouses full of products. *
It is the product of the labor of the-working people.

The working people did not give their employers ware- .
houses full of goods and newly built factories by passing
them over the counter in g sleepy trade. No. It was not
a gesture of trade but a labor—a constant labor of mil- -
lions and billions of hours on t.helr part, that created this -

- The working peoples’ la.bor made all their own food
and prepared it—it built their homes, made their clothes
in the factories, and all their other necessaries, as we have
to prevent them from moving|seen. In addition ¥ made 7 billion dollars worth of other .
into a home they purchased at |

The capitalists get their wealth directly out of the labor
of the people who work for them. When the capitalist
owner of the factory takes the products you have made '
and gives -you wages in return, he has already made his .
profit. The products turn into money as they go out the ,
door of the factory into the frucks of the merchant who

Naturally, the capitalists and their stooges do not
agree with this. And when you show them that new wealth
cannot be created by trading everything back and forth
(buying and selling), they pull their ace-in-the-hole. “Why
capital makes its own profit! All you do is invest it. Money

(Next Week: The Parent Without A Child.)

At The Mid-West Vacation Camp And School

Students and teacher enjoyi;i an outdoor class at the
Grass Lake, ‘Michigan Midwest Vacation Camp and ‘ichool

Here on the beautiful shoreline of the sparkling lake, Wil- e
liam F. Warde leaﬂs a discussion on Marxist philosophy,

Many glowing reports have
been made on the Mid-West
Vacation School at Grass
Lake, Michigan, which will
open for its third season on June
30. Among these was an article
by William F. Warde, associate
editor of The Militant, who will
be educational director of the
school this summer.

“Some, comrades may have
wondered,” wrote Comrade
Warde, whether it would equal
their expectations. The first
sight of the camp buildings on
the wooded rise overlooking the
blue waters of Little Pleasant
Lake sixty miles from Detroit
was reassuring. Then came the
warm greetings, the eager ques-
tions from the staff and the pre-
viously-arrived guests . . . you
.felt at home.”

Workers from all parts of the
country and from all kinds of
backgrounds mingled in friendly
fashion. “It did not take long to
discover how different the at-
mosphere ‘of this working class

Spiller told of the origin of May
Day.

camp was from the profit-goug-
ing enterprises and ‘restricted’

resorts catering %o th.e well-to-
do,” Comrade Warde continued

““Here; were men and women
who had sweated the year round
in the auto plants, the steel mills,
the . ships and the shipyards.
They had come not only to re-
fresh their bodies with good food,
pure counfry air and healthful
recreation but to stimulate their
spirits and their minds through
the ;education, congenial com-
panionship and enthusiasm to be
gained from a more conscious
participation in the fight for so-
cialism.”

The classes, which are arrang-
ed to be completed in a single
week, are held in the open air.
“The mornings were devoted to
courses on the theory and his-
tory of the revolutionary move-
ment,” Comrade Warde recalled.
“Under the trees small groups of
workers became better acquaint-
ed with the ideas of Trotskyism
under the direction of an ex-
‘perienced comrade. In a class
held on the wide, wind-swept
veranda another instructor ex-

plained .the fundamentals ofl

Marxist economics with the aid
of simple diagrams on the black-
board.”

While they studied and played,
the vacationers at the Mid-West
School gained health and knowl-
edge and something even more:
“the intangible a.ssets every
person there derived from per-
sonal acquaintance and intimate
association ' with fellow-fighters
for socialism, knowing them as

MID-WEST VACATION CAMP AND SCHOOL PLANS -

individuals, as party a.cﬂm.
as comrades. The summer wove
unbreakable ties of sympathy
and solidarity.”

These are the reasons why the
Mid-West Vacation School has

become so popular with members -

and friends of the Socialist
Workers Party and readers ef
The Militant. Reservations should
be made as soon as possible.

Seasons June 30-Aug. 17

Mall This Blank For Your Reservation At

Mid-West Vacation Camp And Schoel

Adults $25 week, Children $15
OSCAR COOVER, Munuger
116 University Place

Reserve accommodations for below from.......... | | e—
.~ Family O Couple O Single O (cheek ome)
List all who will attend: b
NAME ..o
(Mr., Mrs., Miss)

List Children and Age ...
Name of Applicant ...,

(Please sign)

. AAAress ...t

City & ZONE ..o nissinsensronns. BB cviriianns PR T
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Purges In History

Exposed Falsity Of Moscow Trials

By Josepk Hansen
(This is the first of a series of articles on Stalin’s Moscow

Promeup Trials and their significance.)
The conduct of the Stalinist contingent of the Allied
+ prosecutors and judges at the Nuremburg trial has once
again underscored the frame-up character of the infamous
Moscow Trials. Throughout the Moscow Trials, it will be
recalled, the Stalinist prosecution hammered on the theme

that the entire generation of®

Bolshevik leaders who had
constituted Lenin’s general
staff in the October 1917 Re-
volution were “fascist mad
dogs” in league with Hitler.

The Stalinist prosecution
claimed that such great figures
of ‘the Bolshevik Revolution as
Zinoviev, Kamenev, Bukharin,
Muralov, Smirnov, Radek, etc.,
under order of Leon Trotsky
had made a pact with Hitler in
order to facilitate a military at-
tack on the Soviet Union. Trot-
sky specifically was even brazen-
1y -accused of having met with
Hitler's' lieutenant, Rudolph
Hess, now held by the Allles in

~the prisoners’ dock at Nurem-
burg.

Consequently, political observ-|C
ers expected that the Stalinist
contingent now participating in
the Nuremburg trial would be

< keenly interested in extending
and deepening the Moscow Trials
frame-up in collaboration with
their imperialist allies and the
utterly unscrupulous Nazi de-
fendants who would no doubt
agree to any kind of foul deal
that would save them from the
hangman’s noose.

. QUESTIONS NOT ASKED

But throughout the long dreary
months of the Nuremburg farce,
the Stalinists have not attempted
to ask the Nazi prisoners a single
question in any way connected
with the Moscow Trials, Leon
Trotsky or the Bolsheviks exe-
cuted by Stalin.

Not even the campaign started
by the British Trotskyists, and
widely supported among Euro-
pean and American labor and

+ liberal circles, to permit a legal
representative of Natalia Trot-
sky to question Hess and the
other Nazis, has as yet elicited
any response from the Nurem-
burg judges and prosecutors.

Today the tragic spectacle of
.the Moscow Trials is growing

dim outside the USSR. It has

therefore become one of the
tasks of the Trotskyist movement
to recall to the workers of the
world detalls of those monstrous
frame-ups and to keep fresh the

memory of the great revolution-
ary figures who perished in them.
The three Moscow Trials ot

1936-38 shocked and horrifed the | i
entire international labor move- |

ment, These macabre exhibitions,
in which Lenin’s former comrades
sweated under Klieg lights be-
fore microphones that broadcast
the incredible and revolting “con-
fessions” assigned to them, were
absolutely unprecedented for
sheer iInsanity of the charges,
depths of degradation forced
upon the defendants, and the
unspeakable cruelty and blood-
thirstiness of the monster in the
Kremlin who wrote the scenario.

The universal suspicion during

first two trials that the|

ﬂlt,rges were not,hipg but a tis-
sue of lies was later confirmed
to the hilt by the findings of
the impartial International Com-
mission of Inquiry headed by
John Dewey. After exhaustive
examination of the evidence, this
Commission on September 21,

1938, brought in a unanimous:

decision which was summarized
in the last two sentences of its
report: “We therefore find the
Moscow Trials to be frame-ups.
We therefore find Trotsky and
Sedov not guilty.” -

The frame-up trials, however,
were only the most spectacular
incidents in the great wave of
purges that swept the Soviet
Union during an eight year per-
fod — 1934 to 1942, The ftrials
involved a relatively small num-
ber of people, carefully selected
and “processed” in the dungeons
of the GPU for a long period be-
fore they staggered from their
cells to “confess” precisely those
“crimes” needed by Btalin to
“Justify” the purges and sancti-
fy his firing squads.

Kravchenko, a former Stalin-
ist official who lived through all
these purges, estimates in his
recently published book, I Chose
Freedom, that the total number
of victims condemned to the
slave labor armies of the GPU
amounted to some 20,000,000.
This figure does not include the
hundreds upon hundreds of
thousands . who were executed,

®

) LEON TROTSKY

Autographed photograph given by Leon Troisky to an Am-
erican correspondent in 1924, when he was still head of the Red
Army.

Referring to the blockade of the Soviet Union maintained
by Wall Street, Trotsky inscribed on the photograph: “It is
not our fault if as yet normal relations between us and the

United States of America do not exist.”

Washington did not

recognize the Soviet Union until nine years later, in 1933.

or the countless victims who sim-
ply “disappeared.” Nor 'does it
include the tens of millions who

were hounded and persecuted, nor
the still vaster number cowed
into silence by the unbridled ter-
Tor.

The sheer size of these mon-
strous purges alone blows sky-
high the Stalinist lie that the
Moscow Trials involved a con-
spiratorial plot between aleged
Soviet traitors and Hitler's Ges-
tapo. By way of comparison, the
number of purge victims econ-
demned to slave labor approach-

es half the popular vote cast

Extent Of Purges In USSR
‘During The Pact With Hitler

John G. Wright, authoritative anslyst of So-
viet affairs, followed the development of the
purges in the USSR very closely from year to
year as they were reported in the Russian press.

In the December, 1941, issue of

tiopal Comrade Wright describes one of the
purges organized by -Stalin on the very eve of
The report of this one purge
gives'a good idea of what was repeated again snd

Hitler’s invasion.

, again in the period 1934-42:

“The signal for this -purge came with the call
for the Eighteenth Party Conference which con-
vened in Moscow in February, 1941,

“A partial list of the People’s Commissariats
that were decimated during the ‘discussion period’
In the months prior to the Conference follows:

“The People’s Commlssg.rlat of Ferrous Metal~

“The People's Commissariat of Coal
“The ‘People’s Commissariat of Oil
“The People’s Commissariat of Non-Ferrous

Metallurgy

“The People’s Commissariat of Light Industry
““The People’s Commissariat of Defense Indus-

tries

“The People’s Commissariat of Ship-Building
““The People’s Commissariat of Transport
“The People’s Commissariat of Building Indus-

“The People’s Commissariat of Communica-

“The People’s Commissariat of State Plannlns

“The People’s Commissariat of Domestic Trade

“The People’s Commissariat of Foreign Trade

*“The People’s Commissariat of Health

“The People’s Commissariat of Justice

“The People’s Commissariat of Cinema

“The People's Commissariat of Art, ete,, ete.
»_“At the Conference itself six members of the
“,Central Committee of the Communist Party .
15: alternates and 9 members of the Central Au-

Fourth Interna- | Industry were

Conference the

“All this was
press, issues of

iats:

chine Building

“The People's

“The Council

dustry
dutry

dustry

fair (the GPU)

diting Commission were expelled on the charge
of ‘incompetence’ and ‘fallure to fulfill their
duties.” The People’s Commissars of Agriculture,
Medium Machine Bullding, Timber and Defense

purged. Immediately after the
ax fell on the Commissariats of

Aircraft, Munitions, Electrical Industry, Chemical
Industry, Marine Transport, River Transport and
Fishing Industry.

only the beginning. The Moscow
which are finally available, re-

veals conditions that verge on the incredible.
Pravda from March 2 to March 27 reported furth-
er ‘reorganization’ in the following Commissar-

“The People’s Commissariat of State Control
“The People's Commissariat of Medium Ma-

“The People’s Commissariat of thltlons

Commissariat of Defense

“The People’s Commissariat of State COntml
Personnel Division

“The State Planning Commission -

of People’s Commissars

“The People’s Commissariat of Timber Industry
“The People’s Commissariat of Oll Industry
“The People’s Commissariat of Non-Ferrous In-

“The People’s Commissariat of Electrical In-

“The People’s Commissariat of As‘ricult,ure
“The People’s Commissariat of Electrical In-

“The People's Commissariat of Internal Af-

“The People’s Commissariat of Textile Industry

“The Kremlin's average during this period was
approximately a Commissariat a day.
.| the Commissariats were purged several times dur-
ing the month of March alone.”

Many of

The
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in the United States in the presi-
dential elections. If Hoover in
1932 had decided to stay in office
by the means employed by Stalin,
and had “purged” every “con-
spirator” who wanted a change
in Washington, the total casual-
tles would have been about the
same as those in the Soviet Un-
ion in the purge years.

The purges affected every walk
of life. Scarcely a family in the
Soviet Union remained unscath-
ed by this dread political scourge.

RED ARMY DECIMATED

The Red Army was decimated
from top to bottom, the princi-
pal victims being those who had
fought in the civil war under
Leop Trotsky and defeated the
imperialist armies sent to crush
the young workers republic after
the First World War. The en-
tire leading staff of the Red
Army was shot without so much
as the pretense of an open trial
on the fabulous accusation they
had conspired with Hifler,

Managers and officials of the
factories, the transportation sys-
tem, the collective farms dropped
by the thousands before Stalin’s
smoking rifles.

The educational system, the
arts and sciences were not ex-
empt. Great educators, scien-
tists, scholars, engineers, physi-
cians, musicians, playwrights,
novelists and propagandists were
condemned, imprisoned without
trial, died of mysterious causes,
or simply “disappeared” without
a trace.

The terror conducted by Stal-
in’s secret police, the GPU (now
the NEKVD), swept up great
masses of workers among the
levels most capable of militant
struggle—and those who were not
lined up against the wall were
crammed into cattle and box
cars for deportation into the GPU
slave labor camps. Whole towns
and sections of the population
were thus uprooted and dispersed.

Even the summits of the bu-
reaucracy were not exempt. Offi-
cials throughout the entire gov-
ernment apparatus perished. The
Communist (Stalinist) Party in
the USSR was shaken to iis
foundations as the nation-wide
witchhunt sought out all those
who might be suspected of retain-
ing an active memory of the re-
volutionary principles taught by
the Bolshevik party in the days
of Lenin and Trotsky. In the pro-
cess many of the butchers in
the first years of the purges fell
victim in subsequent years of
the slaughter. Yagoda, for in-
stance, the chief of the GPU who
organized the first Moscow Trial,
was shot in the third Moscow
Trial.

The terror was not confined to
the borders of the Soviet Union.
Political opponents of Stalin's
regime were hunted down by his
trained assassins throughout the
world. In Switzerland, for ex-
ample, Ignace Relss, who broke
from the GPU and revealed Sta-
lin's plan to murder Leon Trot-
sky, fell before a bfast of mach-
ine gun fire. In Paris, Rudolph
Klement, Secretary of the Fourth
International, was decapitated
and his body tossed into the
Seln‘o. Trotsky’s son, Leon Sedov,

interpolations . 'represent

StatementOfTrotsky'sWidow
On His Biography Of Stalin

(Continued from Page 1)

sufficiently. The translator's
not
merely a violation of the auth-
or's rights in the abstract, but
constitute a distortion of his
viewpoint. It is well-known that
the author and the translator
were in political disagreement.

The author had in mind sev-
eral books he wished to write.
The biography of .Stalin was not
included in his original plans.

‘| For example he planned & work

on the Red Army, based on
careful research and analysis.
He was also absorbed with plans
for a book on the friendship be-
tween Marx and Engels. He
considered it a great historical
gap that the friendship between
these two men had never been
properly described. He was
disturbed by this as if by an un-
paid debt. He had & great per-
sonal interest in this friendship.
He was also disturbed by the fact
that he had not yet finished his
blography of Lenin. i

Trotsky had other works in
mind that were of greater /in-
terest to him than the Stalin
biography. He considered a
study of the relationship be-
tween Anglo-Americani thought
and the development of the di-
aletic method to be of impor-
tance to modern thinkers. The
way in which the best represen-
tatives of Anglo-American
thought had in practice often
departed from their own :avow-
ed methods .and unconsciously
followed the dialectic method
was, in Trotsky's opinion, very
instructive. i
OTHER PROJECTS »

Another project was a com-
parative study of the American
Civil War and the Russian Civil
War. The founder of the Red
Army and leader of the military
defense of the Soviet TUnion
against imperialist intervention
at the end of the First World
War considered that the civil
wars in America and Russia had
many striking resemblances. If
permission had been granted
him to visit the United States
he hoped to utilize part of the
time for a first-hand examina-
tion of. the Civil War battle
fields.

On the eve of the Second
World War, Trotsky wished to
push all other work aside in
order to make a survey of world
politics. ~ The publishers, how-

was killed in a Paris hospital.

The most shocking crime of all
was the assassination of Leon
Trotsky in Mexico on August 20,
1940, Trotsky and his son, al-
though exiled from the USSR,
were the principal defendants at
the Moscow frame-up trials,
They were condemned in ab-
sentia,

While the professional GPU
hatchetmen ranged far and wide,
Stalin sealed /the borders of the
Soviet Union so tightly that to
this day even press correspon-

dents are permitted entry only|:

after months of red tape and as
rare exceptions to the general
rule.

A detailed report o! the purges,
based only on the carefully cen-
sored information available in
the Moscow press, would fill
volumes. A graph, based on such
a report, showing the executions,
disappearances, condemnations,
etc. would rise steeply in 1934,
drop slightly, then fluctuate dizzi-
ily from one peak to the next up
to the Bukharin trial early in
1938 when the purge reached a
frenzied climax. Then the graph
line would descend fluctuatingly
until it recorded another sharp
rise in 1940-41 after Stalin
signed his famous pact with
Hitler.

The long duration of these
monstrous purges is another
proof that something quite dif-
ferent from a treasonous con-
spiracy was involved in the Mos-
cow 'Trials. A conspiracy once
discovered is finished. But the
purges began at the time of the
assassination of the bureaucrat
Kirov in 1934. They did not end
until well after the armies of
German imperialism had invaded
& Soviet Union bled white by the

unending work of Btalin’s execu- |-

tioners.

In scope and savagery thesel|

purges are unprecedented in mo-
dern history, Hitler’s purges
which aroused the.whole world
pale in comparison with Stalin’s
bloodbaths. The general econom-
ic, social and political causes of
such monstrous slaughter have
been analyzed by representatives
of various political schools. But
only the Trotskyists have given
a Tully adequate and rounded ex-
planation. Next week we will pre-
sent the conclusions reached by

the Trofskylst movement con-

cerning this grim and somber
wave of purges.

ever, insisted he complete the
Stalin biography.

The publisher's proposal that

he write a blography of Stalin
came unexpectedly in the first
place. This theme was never in
his mind. Consequently he re-
fused. The publishers, however,
persisted, promising to consider
his book on the Red Army after
publishing one on Stalin. The
stubborn insistence of the pub-
lishers on this biography coupl-
ed with the straitened financlal
position of the author, finally
forced to accept the pub-
lisher's proposal.

MANY INTERRUPTIONS

Even though the agreement
with the publishers was drawn
up in 1938, the actual work on
the book did not start until
several months later. He forced
himself to read all the publish-
ed biographies of Stalin. The
contradictions, distortions and
lies he found in them, the need
for verification of facts and their
critical appraisal absorbed him,
He worked slowly and with in-
terruptions. Current political
questions distracted him from
work on the book, Early in 1940
he promised the publishers the
work would be ready in May,
but the outbreak of the war and
the role of the Soviet Union in
the war made it necessary for
him to deal with these questions.
His writings in this connection
were printed by Ploneer Pub-
lishers as a book, In Defense of
Marxism.

Then on May 24, 1940, a GPU
gang headed by Siqueiros made
an attempt on his life. This in-
terrupted his work once more.
The analysis of the GPU attack
produced another book, The
Gangsters of Stalin, Thus the
blography was not completed.
What followed is well known.
The biography of Stalin was left
unfinished.

LB B =y

The puipose of the book was
to tell the truthr about Stalin,
his role in the revolution and
counter-revolution., The fact
that the book was withheld
from the public for some six
years durihg the military al-
liance between the Soviet Union
and the United States is suf-
ficlent proof of the interna-
tional significance of the book. I
will end here, limiting myself
only to those questions connect-
ed with the book.

April 24, 1946

| we know who the real enemy

The NEGRO
STRUGGLE

“Labor with a white skin
cannot cmcncipou uscl!
where labor with e black
skin is braukd

by CHARLES JACKSON

- Every once in a while it is good to turn back the pages
of Negro history and look over the role that the Negro has
played In the class struggle in America. It is not only in-

teresting but instructive, for®

we can only win a battle if

18, where he is to be Yound,
and his customary maneuv-
ers.

From the time the Negro was
prought here up to the present,
he has been used by the ruling
economic class as a pawn in their
constant strugele to continue
and advance their position
astride the backs of the tolling
people.

The Negro was snatched from
his tribal or communal existence
in Africa and brought to this
country to be sold into chattel
slavery so that Southern planters
could have labor.

This brutal and bloody prac-
tice was sanctioned by the
church. The judges, law officers
and other agencies of the state
also sanctioned this slavery which
was so profitable to the planters
and they employed force during
the hundreds of slave rebellions
to see that the practice was pro-
tected.

Wwith the rise of industrial
capitalism in the north and the
relative decline of the slave sys-
tem in the south the relationship
of forces gradually changed.

The rapidly expanding north-
ern ruling class whose system
was to employ and exploit wage
1abor had been looking with drip-
ping saliva at the millions of
enslaved blacks in the south.
Their liberation, they realized,
would flood the field with a great
reserve of cheap labor, Ostensibly
from a humanitarian point of
view but in reality to advance
their own economic and political
welfard, they reluctantly con-
sented to free the slaves.

The industrial capitalists, de-
monstrating their historic super-
iority over the slaveholders, were
victorious in the Civil War, Chat-.
tel slavery was abolished. Their
enemy, the southern Bourbon,
was brought completely to his
knees with an “unconditional
swrrender” which included a
promise of complete equality for
the former slaves.

For 2 short period after the
Civil War during. which the two.
ruling. classes were still at odds,
this' equality was enforced by
military power in the south. Dur-
ing this period there was ami-
cable intermingling of the races
in schools, work, social gather-
ings and the political field.

The northern capitalists soon
found out, however, that they
needed the help of the southern
landowners to further their

bons, whose wings had
clipped by the loss of their
former position as slave-magsters,
wanted only the opportunity to

own way”. .

As far as the northern busi-
ness interests were concerned, to
sell the Negroes down the river
was a small price to pay for the
millions in profits which they
stood to reap. Consequently they
made a deal right after the Til=

their economic and political co=
operation, were to be assured a
free hand in dealing with the
former slaves.

After the consummation of this
deal the Bourbons, through their
sadist lackeys in the Ku Klux
Klan, proceeded to terrorize,

of the rights which they had been

agreement, was conveniently
looking out the window. That-
sell-out agreement between these
two sections of the Amrican rule-
ing class remains in rlgld effect
today. \

The northern monied interests
still exploit the cheap labor of

white and black, in poverty. The
possessing class of the south

Negro with the tacit consent of
the national government. ,

. As long as this deal remains
in effect, i.e,, as long as America

up, just that long will we see
oppression of the Negro people.
It is a barter arrangement pro=
fitable to both parties.

Race prejudice is not spon-
taneous but artificially foment-
ed. That is proved by the fact

Negro at one time got along in

minded, not indoctrinated white
worker does not fear soclal con-
tact with the Negro.

Unless we wake up to the fact
that through this deal it is the

north that is just as much res-
ponsible for conditions in the
south, we will be neglecting to
fight the most potent flank of
our real enemy. :

to day events prove that we must
viduals and not only the most

reactionary sections but also the
entire exploitive system of capi-

plans for exploitation. The Bour-

talism.
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4 pm.,, daily except Sunday,
and 6 to 8, Tuésday, Friday.
Fridays, 8 p.m., Open House
and Round Table Discussions.

READING, Pa—Militant Laber
Forum, Market Bldg., 10th and
Penn St.,- Room 202. Public
forums every 2nd and 4th Sun-
days at 2:30 p.m. Headquar-
ters open Mondays and Wed-
nesddys from 8 to 10 p.m,, also
Fridays from 1:30 to 3 pm. °

SAN DIEGO— SWP Headquar-
- ters, 1142 Union 8t. Room 6,
open dally except Sat., 7 to !
pm,

SAN FB.ANOISCO — Visit the
San Francisco School of Social
Sclence, 305 Grant Ave., oor-
ner of Grant and Sutter, 4th

- floor; open from,12 noon to
3 p.m. Monday through Bat=
urday, and 7 to ® p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. °

Friday Classes: “Introduc-
tion to Marxist Economics™
7:30-8:30. “Fascism,” 8:30-
9:30.

SEATTLE—Visit our Headquar-
ters, 191915 Second Ave.

ST. LOUIS—Visit our Headquar=
ters, 1023 N. Grand Blvd., Rm.
312, open Monday, Wednesday,

- Friday, 7:30 to 9 p.m. Forums
e7ery Thursday,
Phone Jefferson 3642.

TACOMA, Wash.
every Wednesday, 8 pm., at
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw=
cett. Discussions on current
topics. For information, write
P.0. Box 1079.

TOLEDO—Forums every Tues-
day, 8:00 p.m., 213 Michigan
St. Open evenings, 7-9.

YOUNGSTOWN — Youngstown
School of Social Science, 225
N. Phelps St., open to public

- Tuesday and Saturday after=
noon from 2 to 5: also 7:30 to

Monday, Wednesday, Friday,

9:30, Monday to Thursday.

been

handle the Negroes in “Their f

den-Hayes- election whereby the '
southern Bourbons, in return for°

brutalize and lynch the Blacks:
to the point where practically all :

granted in the 14th and 15th-.
Amendments were washed away.
The northern ruling class, as per

the south and keep the masses, -

still rules by oppression of the -

retains its present economic set= .

that the poor white and the poor- - .
neighborly fashion. The open- -

capitalist . ruling . class of the -

Historical facts as well as day
fight not only prejudiced indi-’

8:30 p.m,
— Meetings .
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Diary Of A Steelworker 8y I. Kovalesky

The poster made me think of Mary Novello,
and it made me think of flies and a terrible
stink and t,he brown yellow glow of a room in
August with the shades
pulled down. It made me
pull in my breath a lit-
tle and think of a mil-

were by themselves just
untidy or dirty or shab-
by, but which were not
just by themselves, but

3 mixed with pain and
terror and dea.th and hopelessness, so. they
weren’t just untidy and all that any longer,
but were much more: they were horrible and
tragic!

The poster, you see, was one of those that
are everywhere today, on billboards, in store
windows, on the walls of buildings, calling on
the people of the United States to join the
fight against cancer. This fight is being led
by Mr. Eric Johnston, of the United States
Chamber of Commerce, and Mr. Johnston wants
all of us to help stamp out the disease t.hnt
killed Mary Novello a few days ago.

I was walking home from work thinking of
the Cancer Society, and I wondered how this
Chamber of Commerce President would
acted in Mary Novello's bedroom. I remembered
how the rest of us acted there, and he didn't
fit into the picture.

You see, Pete Novello (his name wasg Pietr:o.

. but we used to. call him Pete) used to work
with me up on old Number Four Furnace be-. .

fore they tore it down, and sometimes on hot
days we used to stop in at Emil's place for a
eouple of cold beers on the way home from
the steel plant.

. 8o, when Pete had been away from work for
three days and I met him on the street, I was glad
te see him, and I asked, “Where the hell you
been, Pete . . . drunk?”

- Pete smiled, spread out his hands in friendly
protest.. “Oh, no. My wife, she sick.”

 “Yeah? That's too bad, Pete,” I said, think-
g of colds or flu or upset stomaches. “Bad?”
. Pete's eyes were hollowed. His face looked
geunt, and now a look of fear filtered into it.
“Y think she die!”

That afternoon I took Mary over to Pete and

-mry NoveIlo's house. When we opened the door,

‘Notes Of A Seaman

- The May 6 CIO maritime “unity” convention
in San Francisco announced a nat!on—wide strike
for June 15

This strike threat is
being widely ‘publicized
through every channel
the Stalinists ocontrol.
The Pilot, official organ
of the CIO National
Maritime Union on the

= east —coast, and on the

west coast, the papers of

the ©€I0 marine cooks and the longshoremen,

are given over entirely to a big campaign for

sirike. A special slick-papér pictorial magazine

called “Pork Chops” has been issued. Pamphlets

and dodgers agitating for the strike and against

any voice of opposition to the Stalinist policy
keep the presses working overtime.

FEverything is designed to create the impres-
slon that serious preparafions for a strike are
under way. A strike referendum has heen con-
ducted, a special “unity” convention called, ma-
chinery for a national strike committee rigged-
up, the strike deadline fixed . . . June 15, 1946,
at 12:01 local time. And what will happen then?

. Their “statement of policy on joint strike ac-
tion” which came out of the San Francisco con-
vention gives the whole Stalinist show away.
*his statement of policy says that “when the
strike takes place all ships will be struck with the
exception of a) troop ships; b) relief ships, if
agreement is reached with either government or
private employers to operate such ships under
fair and equitable conditions; ¢) questions af-
fecting ‘whether or not ships will be struck for
other reasons besides those listed above shall
be decided by the committee established to
handle and coordinate national strike action.”

Ordinarily the idea of a strike is to tie up
eperations until the employers agree to union
eonditions and a living scale of wages. Ap-
parently not this “strike,” however. .

The Stalinists announce in advance that they

have no Intention of tying up “troop” ships or -

On The Railroads

After a lifetime of railroad service, W. W.
‘Blsine, 60 year old engineer, faces a charge of
-ans!a.ughter It was Blaine who was at the

throttle of the Bur-
- lington Road's Exposi-
tion Flyer on the fate-
ful day. of April 25,
. when it crashed intp the
.. ‘rear end of the preced-
. ing Advance Flyer

. which . had made. an
emergency stop at Nap-
erville, Illinois. -

. 'The following night in the switch shanty we
were looking at the pictures of the demolished
coaches whe:re 45 persons had met their death
My 4 man rémarked,

--"Tha.t engineer will have an awful lot of ques-
tions to ‘answer, and I'm willing to bet he hasn't
the faintest idea how it happened.”

One of the older heads icut. in, “r ca.n plct.ure
how that wreck happened. The two trains.leave
Chicago running side by side. Near Naperville
the tracks converge. The faster Advance Flyer
is out ahead. When the Exposition Flyer is fairly
close behind, the engineer is accustomed to get-
ting some warning signals till the Advance gains
enough to give the following train aclear indi-
cation. This time, instead ‘of getting a ‘clear
hoard’ as he had expected, it was red. By the
time the engineer applied the air, it was too
late. At 85 miles per hour it didn’t take long to
get into the rear end of the stopped train.”

The 4 man joined in again in the familiar vein

of the younger ‘rails’: “I can’t see why these old -

guys don't take the pension. Why, look at ' Jim
Burke and some of the ofther ‘hog heads’ run-
ning passenger out of here. They are so old and
feeble they can hardly climb up into the cab.
It they haven't got it made now, they never will,”
' We then mentioned the ages of the pilots in
the air forces during the war. “You kriow,” he
said, “there they wanted kids in their early

lion little details that

he was pathetically glad to see us. - :

With Pete I went into the bedroom to meet
his wife. Mary Novello lay on the rurnpled bed,
a wisp of a woman, her face so terribly emaciat-
ed that it resembled. a skull with two bright
little sparks where there should have been eyes.
By the bed sat their oldest girl, Carmela. Flies
buzzed through the room, and there was a deep,
heavy stench like nothing that I had ever smell-
ed before.

The woman lay there wringing her bom,r hands
above the sheet. Pete was saying something
about the stomach.

“Cancer, Pa,” Carmela helped him.

“Yeah, yeah, yeah. Cancer!”

For some time she had suffered from pam in
her stomach. Soda hadn’t done her any good.
Nor had the other “stomach pills.” She wouldn't
have the doctor. “Too mucha mon’” They
couldn’t afford one. s

Little Luigi and -‘Angelo . clattered into the
room. “You go outl” Pete whispered .savagely,
and they crept out carrying with them the sight
and smell of death.. ;

Finally, .when she could no. longer eat or
sleep, with a. bright pain flaring within her,
Pete did call .the. doctor, but it was too late.
Mary Novello would die. . .

What would become. of the children? 'I'hat
no--one: knew: - All: that- was known was that

Mary Novello would die. And,. finally, that’s just’

what she did, leaving behind her the children
and Pete and the horrible brown-yellow bed-
room.:and . the. buzzing. flles and the insistent
flaming..agony of her rotted body.

But . .. what of the ha.ndsome. well-tailored
President of the Chamber .of Commerce? Did
anyone ever invent words that he could have
used in that bedroom? What would he have said
if Pete had.told him that in this steelworker’s
household there was nof enough money to spend
on a doctor? And how could he have answered
the question, “What will become of the child=
ren”?

The President of the United States Chamber
of Commerce is a clever man. He has many
words, and he knows how to use them, so I
suppose he would have had an answer of some
kind.

ut not until the working people of the whole
world have thrown off their chains of poverty
will the risht answer be given to such questions.

Byﬁ Lang

“relief” ships. These represent more than 75
per cent of all vessels now in operation. Every

- ship running foreign can carry at least a few

tons of “relief” cargo. Those carrying passengers
can book at least one “key relief personnel man.”
Small groups of “miscellaneous troops” can be
scattered aboard freighters and passenger ships
alike,

This announced policy to.sail transports and
relief ships is palmed off by the Stalinists as
super-slick strike strategy. It is the same tactic
the Stalinists tried to introduce in the 1936-37
maritime strike on the west coast when they
argued to accept the employers’ demand that
the unions move ‘“perishable cargo.” At that
time the striking unions of the 6ld Maritime
Federation of the Pacific voted down this
strikebreaking proposal. It was the turning
point in the strike. :

If the Stalinist policy had been accepted in
1936, strike-bound ships on the west coast would
have been discharged of bananas, corn, wheat,
ete. And after that, machinery and even steel
rails In the cargoes would have been declared
“perishable” and a big cry made by the boss
that the unions were not living up to their
agreement.

As it was, a  high-pressure campa.ign was
launched in conjunction with the “perishable
cargo” issue to get ships discharged so as to
carry “relief” to the peoples of Alaska and the
Hawaiian islands. But west coast maritime
workers rejected all this boss-inspired propagan- !

da as an attempt to break the strike. The unions :’ﬂ
won in 1937 because they stood firm for a solid |

strike until their basic demands were granted.

That was nearly ten years ago. The memories
of the 1934 strike struggle were still fresh in
the minds of the west coast longshoremen and
seamen. It was militant strike tactics that won
those battles in '34 and '36-7. But in this year
1946 the Stalinists have improvised “new” and
“improved” methods. By means of a propaganda

- broadside they propose to win a “strike” which

allows- 75 per cent of the ships to sail.

By C. Gustafson

twenties, because they are more alert, and their
reflexes are quicker. Yet, we have men in their
sixties running these streamliners, with a couple
of hundred passengers depending on them for
their safety.”

"The ‘cld head’ .came back doggedly, “Still, if
the facts really came out, you'd find in most of
these wrecks that the main cause is worn equip-
ment, in need of. reps.lrs and operated at too fast

.a schedule for the system of signals on the line.

Would this wreck have.been prevented had a

‘younger man been at the throttle instead of one

aged 697"

Can anyone operate a high speed train safely
over a, system that had its signals laid out for
much slower movements? Do you remember that
smashup on the Great Northern near Michigan,
North Dakota, where so many were killed and
hurt?: Why they didn’t even have any block
signals' on' that piece of track. The.trains op-
erated by guess. and, by golly, ’til that wreck

+happened. :
“It's like drlving a ca,r down a 30 mile an hour.

boulevard ‘at ‘80 miles per. You're all right as
long as theisignals are with you or until some-

‘one pulls-out in front of you.” '

The yardmaster stuck his head in the: door
and wanted to know when wei were going to start
work.

As' the *old head‘ gbt up frorn t.he bench he
went on, “You mentioned Jim Burke. Did you
know that his wife had a long and costly illness
before she died? Or that -he has been supporting
his daughter and her three.children since her
husband was killed in the war? He can't afford
to retire.” .

He picked up his lantern ‘and rhitts, anq as

“ he started-for ithe door, he directed a parting

shot at'the:rest of wus. “I know you young fel-
lows want every one to retire as soon as he hits
65, so you can’ gain some seniority. Well, what
you'd better do is to fight for a better pénsion
plan, one high enough to make it' possible for
us all to afford to retire when we are eligible.”

| the open market and break the

4

Butter-Hu-ngry
Thousands Wait

Hours In Vain
By C. Blake

(Spgcial to The Militant)

An army of 6,000 butter-hun-

down after
than six hours in lines that

Reading Terminal Market where
they had hoped to obtain allot-
ments of butter at OPA and not
black -market prices.

in the local press, 10,000 heuse-
wives spbent carfares and came
from all sections of the city and
suburbs, including Camden, N.J.,
expecting to be able to obtain at
least. one of the publicized “12,-
000 1bs. of butter,” After waiting
for hours in the longest line this
city has seen, three out of every
five were turned down because
the N. J. Egg Producers Coopera-

PHILADELPHIA, May 9— |8
gry housewives and shoppers|§
were deceived and turned |}
waiting more |§

stretched for blocks about the|#%

Through exaggerated publicity :

State troopers attack striking

ford, Conn.

tive put only 4,000 lbs. for sale.
For the past few months this |
city has seen very little butter on
its open markets. The farmers in |
.the Great Lakes District halted

covered that the greatest portion
of butter shipped was being sold
on the black market. Today’s
turn-out was a good example of
what the local population would

local black market. However. this
first attempt by the N. J. Far-
mers Cooperative has failed be-
cause they had so little to put on
the open market.

Disgust at the way they had
been deceived wds evident from
conversations  on the line. “T|
come home from a day of wait-
ing in lines with my hands emp-
ty and haven’t even the strength
to feed my family,” was the com-
plaint of one mother,

“Things were even better dur-
ing the war. Lines were never as
long and we weren't duped into
believing that there’s enough of |
scarce articles for everyone.”

“Rationing would be better
than this,” cried another woman.

Many complained of having |
spent 20 cents carfare in the
hope of having the first cound
of butter on the family table in
months, only to be deceived into
wasting a day waiting in a line
that offered them nothing.

Just one week ago 1,500 pounds
of butter, plus other scarce foods
were dumped from a ship in this:
{city and burned, not by accident
[but by directives of the govern-
‘ment. The same local press which
i suppressed this story, published
| in the May 11 Militant, helped to
ut over this fraud on the house-

ves,

shipments here when they dis- !

strikebreakers.

Police Aid Scabs

| Ranks Cheer Strike Deadline A nnouncement
At (10 Maritime Conference On West Coast -

By R. Chester
(Special to The Militant)

and preparing for coming®—
waterfront strikes against
the shipowners. Major deci-
sions made by this Stalinist-
dominated “convention” were
the setting up of an organiza-
tion named “The Committee for
Maritime Unity,” and naming
June 15 as the date of joint strike
action for five of the participat-
ing unions.

Announcement of the strike
deadline was the high point of
the sessions. When Joseph Cur-
ran, president of the CIO Na-
tional Maritime Union, announc-
ed that they would *“hit the
bricks” the delegates applauded,
shouted and whistled for 20 min-
utes in a genuine burst of en-
thusiasm.

This demonstration clearly in-

t. | dicated that the maritime work-

workers in an attempt o get

scabs through a picketline of the CIO United Electrical Radio
& Machine Workers at the Pratt & Whitney plant in West Hart-
The union demanded that the legislature con-
demn Governor Raymond E. Baldwin for using troopers as

—Federated Press

Pioneer Publishers Mark .

I5th Anniversary In May

Pioneer Publishers this

month celebraies the 15th

do in order to obtain butter on ' anniversary of its establishment.as an organization de-

voted to publishing literature on socialism and.the labor
movement, It is timely to recall the beginnings and the

growth of this organization ®—

which has contributed so
much te spreading the ideas
of the world Trotskyi%t
movement.

Fifteen years ago, in the midst
of the depression, the Commu-

| nist League of America—the pio-

neer organization of American
Trotskyism and forerunner of the

iSocia.llsI: Workers Party — was

embarking on a p.. ty expansion
program, The Militant for Feb-

| ruary 15, 1931, published a reso- |

lution adopted by the National

| Committee of the CLA calling for
‘the raising of a $2,000 fund to
.carry through a program of ex-
‘panded activities.

The fund was to be used, Among
other 'things, to establish The
Militant on a regular weekly ba-
sis, to publish a theoretical mag-
azine, and “to organize a pub-
lishing company which will in-
sure the regular and systemgtic
publication of Marxist classics
at & price which will put them
within the reach of workers.”

In- the following issue of THe
Militant, the present National
Secretary of the SWP, James P.
Cannon, hailed this decision “to
establish a publishing concern
which will expand and systema-
tize our publishing activity” and

(Continued from Page 1)

of the indictment,

That particular charge of the
indictment (as well as all other
charges) together with Pyata-
kov’s testimony, was proved to be
false and the Commission of In-
quiry, headed by John Dewey,
the famous philosopher and edu-
cator, after an exhaustive exami-
nation of all available evidence,
found Trotsky and-his son not
guilty and designated the
charges as frame-ups.

. 'The alleged accomplices of the
\alleged conspiracy are now on
‘trial. They can be examined. The
Nazi archives aré in the pos-
session of the governments now
occupying Germany. The persons
who signed the letters mentioned
above have requested in the in-
terests of historic truth, that you
and all others who are helping
conduct the trial examine the
defendants and ask all those who
have charge of the Nazi archives
to produce any documents deal-
ing with the alleged agreement
between the Nazis and Trotsky.

I was the attorney for the late
Leon Trotsky when he appeared
‘before the Dewey Commission; I
am now attorney-in-fact of his
widow, Natalia Trotsky.

Both Mrs. Trotsky and I take
' the position that the findings of
the Dewey Commission are con-
‘clusive. Nevertheless, for the
purpose of convincing those who
are not yet convinced that the
Moscow trials were frame-ups,
we are perfectly willing to have
the Nazi defendants, especially
Hess, examined and to ask the
governments now in control of
.Germany to search the Naszi ar-
chives for 'any documents deal-
ing with the alleged conspiracy.
" But we know the methods of
the Russian prosecution; we

NATALIA TROTSKY'S ATTORNEY
DEMANDS TO QUESTION HESS

Iy known as the GPU (the Rus- |

sian Secret police) includes ex-
perts in the art of frame-up. We
know that the NKVD can easily
forge documents which they
deem necessary for their pur=
poses.

While we supporb ‘the request
for an examination of the de-
fendants and of any documents
produced by the Russian prose-
cutors, we insist that we be given
the right to cross-examine any
witness who testifies on this
question and to examine any
documents that might be pro-
duced by the Russians in support
of their frame-up. Mrs. Trotsky
has authorized me to represent
her at the trials and to examine
and cross-examine any witness.

I realize that the overwhelm-
ing probability is that the Sta-
linist prosecutors.and judges will
object strenuously to any pro-
posed examination of the witnes-
‘ses on the subject of their alleg-
ed relationship with-Leon Trots-
ky. Once more would the Mos-
cow trials be’ shown to be frame-
ups. ¢
* T 'submit, however, that it is
your duty to go ahead with such
an examijnation in spite of the
objections of the Russians.

Should ‘you decide ‘to proceed
with the examination,. please let
‘me "know: and I shall leave for
Nuremberg immediately.

NEW YORK
CHELSEA
Workers' Center

- SOCIAL
Saturday, May 25
130 West 23 St.

reslize that the NKVD, common-

wrote that “if we work wisely and
harmoniously the plan will sure-
ly be realized in life.”

The plan was “realized in life”
in short order., The May 1, 1931
issue of The Militant announced:
“We have now. accomplished the
first step in bringing the program
of expansion forward. Pioneer
Publishers has been Ilaunched

. .” — and a large advertise-
ment was carried on “THE PER-
MANENT REVOLUTION by Leon
Trotsky — the first book to bhe
published by Pioneer Publishers.”
GREETED BY TROTSKY

This same issue quoted from
a letter from Leon Trotsky dat-
ed April 4,.in which he greeted
the expansion program and stat-
ed: “The educational work which
you are carrying on and which
you are about to extend further,

appears to me to be excellent.

| We cannot seriously approach the

masses without steeling -our ca-
| dres theoretically in the process.
For my own part, I shall do every-

.| thing to come to the assistance

‘of your publishing program in
its development.”

In the fifteen years since these
beginnings, Pioneer ' Publishers
has established a record of rapid
growth and notable
ments. Most important in the list
of Pioneer publications are 26
works by Leon Trotsky — 10
books and 16 pamphlets. Among
these are two of Ploneer’s most
recent publications — The First
Five Years of the Communist In-
ternational and The Revolution
Betrayed.

Many of these works by Trot-
sky have for a long time been
out of print, and Pioneer has
now embarked on a. program of
reprinting these as rapidly as
possible. The Permanent Revo-
‘lution, the first book to be issued
by Pioneer Publishers, 15 years
ago, is in process of production
and will be available in severa.l
months.

.In addition  to the works of
Leon Trotsky, Pioneer has pub-
lished seven other books and
some thirty to forty pamphlets
on socialism and the American
labor movement. Among the
books are The History of Amer-
jcan Trotskyism and Struggle for
a Proletarian Party, by James P.
Cannon. In the long list of
pamphlets are such popular items
as Socialism.on Trial by James
P. Cannon (the official court rec-
ord of the famous Minneapolis
Labor Trial), Amerlcan Workers
Need a Labor Party, by Joseph
Hansen, and A Practical Program
to Kill Jim Crow by Charles
Jackson.

Pionder Publishers estimates
that it has published some 300,-
000 pieces of literature in the fif-
teen years of its existence—300,-
000 pieces of literature each one
of which brings the ideas and
program of authentic Marxism
to the American workers and the
workers ‘of the entire world.

It is fitting that Pioneer should
mark its 15th anniversary by .the
publication this week of the basic

| programmatic document of the

world Trotskyist movement —
The Death Agony of Capitalism
and the Tasks of the Fourth In-
ternational, This is the famous
“Transitional Program,” which
was adopted at its Founding Con-
ference in 1938 and has just been

Refreshments, Dancing

officially reaffirmed by the April
I 1946 International Conference of
the Fourth Inmmonnl

achieve- |

ers realize that they will not be
able to wring adequate gains
from the shipowners without a
real fight. Every attempt of the
men to negotiate their demands
has met with arrogant refusals
or stalling tactics by the employ-
ers.

While the temper®of the dele-
gates clearly reflected the will-
ingness of the ranks to enter into
serious struggle, the Stalinist
CIO leaders indicated that they
hoped the mere threat of a na-
tion-wide maritime strike would
force a compromise out of the
bosses.

BRIDGES FEARS STRIKE
Harry Bridges, CIO Long-
shoremen’s Union president, in-
dicated this during the third
day's session when the project-
ed national strike was being dis-
cussed. “My experience in strikes

is that they are dangerous
things . .."” he said at one point.
Later he added, “if we can

reach agreement with these peo-
ple (the shipowners), if we can
compromise our difficulties, there
will be no strike.” He emphasiz-
ed his views on this more than
once: “I don’t like strikes. I.am
afraid of them, frankly; afraid
of them.”

STALINIST TACTICS

The “convention” approved the
formation’ of a national organi-
zation with the participating
unions relegating major powers
to it. This organization, whose
program substantially. follows
the one recommended by the
February 4 preliminary confer-
ence in Washington, D. C,
Jplaces in the hands of a top
committee the power to call and
coordinate joint strike action. .

Pending approval of the na-
tional organization, the “con-
vention” delegated strike au-
thority to the National Strike
Coordinating Committee com-
posed of from three to 10 dele-
gates from each participating
union. Thus, a small top com-
mittee, composed in the main
of union officials, will have the
power to call, run and settle a
strike, even over the objections
of one of the participating
unions.

The “convention” was domi-

SAN FRANCISCO, May 12 — Representatives of- six
CIO maritime unions plus the independent Marine Fire=
men’s Union completed a six-day conferéence yesterday-
| for the avowed purpose of

achievlng ‘maritime “unit.y"

nated from start to finish by the .
Stalinists and their cohorts. The
resolutions presented and ap-
proved by the body were on the
order of those currenily being
passed by Stalinist-dominated
unions. Stalinist tactics on the
floor of the convention drove,
this point home. - Any one who
raised objections to any' phase
of the program was met with
immediate inferences ifhat he
was “opposed fo unity” and was
therefore “playing the shipown-
ers’ game,” On almost every. mo=
tion it was demanded that the
“convention” pass it unanimous-
ly. Anyone in opposition was
met with hostile silence or boo-
ing.

One of the main purposes of
the “convention” was given only
veiled mention—that is, prepa-
ration for a jurisdictional battle
with the AFL maritime unions,

This danger of major Jurisdic-
tional war was further a.dvanced
when a conference of AFL un-
ions voted to set up a “marine
division” to oppose the CIO ox-

i

ganization. This objective was ¢

clearly stated by an ol'flcial of
the AFL, mt.emationa.l I.:ong-
shoremen’s Association:

NO UNITY OF ACTION .

“Our immediate-objectives lo-
cally will be to go out and re=
gain locals that have been raid-,
ed by the CIO. And we intend to
step out and bring as many new:
locals as possible irito the AFL
Marine Division.”

The “convention” ma.cle no
serious attempt to try to achieve
unified action with the AFL, In-
stead of establishing a basis for
practical cooperation: in ° the
fight against the shipowners, the
“convention” first tightened the
organization of the CIO unions
and then made demagogic ap=-
peals to the ranks of the AFL
to come over to. them and achieve, =«
“unity.” Only on the last day
of the sessiops was a letter to
AFL unioms drafted asking for
conferences with them to discuss
possible joint action.

Delegate Uran of the Marine
Piremen posed the - danger to
the “convention.” “What I fear
in the  maritime Industry,” he
said, “is the outbreak of major
jurisdictional war. The smaller
jurisdictional beefs that we have
h~~ so far, smaller in that sense, -
are to me a storm signal of what
we may have but which I hope
we shall not have. My position
is that I shall be opposed to any
jurisdictional beefs on the part
of any union in the maritime
industry. I do not want to see
any union cut to pleces in such
a war.” His speech was met wit.h
stony silence..

Pending ratification or the pro-
gram by referendum vote of the
participating unions, the Joint
Strike Coordinating Committee
will act as executive organ of the
new organization. Bridges and
Curran were elected co-chairmen
and Eugene Burke of ‘the Marine
Cooks as honorary chairman,
Louis Goldblatt of the ILWU was
elected executive secretary.

(Continued from Page 1)
of the starving have risen to 21
million tons, almost one-third
of the promised shipments have
not been sent, and prospective
shipments are falling off each
week in a swift decline.

The deficit'in the first week of
May, according to Dean Ache-
son, Acting Secretary of State,
meant 330,000,000 loaves of
bread, enough for a week’s min-
imum ration for 71,500,000 fam-
ine victims, And the shipments
continue to fall off just at a time
when they are needed most.

Blame for grain shortages is
placcd by the capitalist press
and politicians upon the farm-
ers who, they claim, get higher
prices for feeding the grain to
livestock. But the truth is that
the grain speculators are hoard-
ing it for higher prices.

The May issue of Fortune
states: “In three months a near-
record of 341 million bushels (of
wheat) had ‘disappeared’ from
the U. 8. stockpile.”

Admitting that only a portion
of this had been used for feed-
ing livestock, it indicates the real
eriminals who traffic in the lives
of masses of human beings. “The
piffling rises in grain prices that
were authorized in March . . .
had virtually no effect on bring-
ing grain to market.”

In March, while spokesmen
for grain profiteers were de-
manding 25 to 35 cents increase
on each bushel of wheat, the
Department of Agriculture tried
to appease them by boosting the
cellings on wheat by three cents

Food Profiteers, Speculators
Exploit World Wide Starvation

a bushel. Instead of increasing,
however, grain shipments imme-
diately fell off sharply. v

Instead of forcing the grain
out of hiding, in April the gov~
ernment instituted . a *“compul-
sory” food-saving program call-
ing fof a cut of 25 per cent in
the use of bread and cereals. At
the same time Truman hypocrit-
ically urged the nation to “tighe
ten its belt” and go on a self-im-
posed famine two days u@h
week.

All that came. out of Me-
and other fraudulent. plans for
relief was a sharp rise in the
price of bread for the American
consumers. First the loaf of rye
bread was cut in size by ten per .
cent, while the price remaihed -
the same. Then the price of the
smaller loal was raised by twd
cents and more — .a total of
more than 30 per cent increase.
By these measures the working »
class was fleeced to line the °
pockets of the monopolists.. Bbt
shipments for relief continued
to fall.

Now Dean Acheson a.dm.lt‘.p‘
that only “through ' price in-
creases scaled high enough ie
make them attractive,” will the
profit sharks deliver | their
hoarded grain to feed the stary-
ing. The government is now au-
thorizing price boosts of 25 cents
for a bushel of corn, 15 cents for
8 bushel of wheat, and 15 cents
for grain sorghums, oats &nd
barley. _ ~

The more millions stanre. ﬂll

more millions in profits the
monopolists are able to rake in.
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