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How Stalin Tramples
On Lenin’s Work

— See Page 3 —
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Bolivians Elect
4 Trotskyists
To Parliament

"Proletarian United Front" Makes Impressive
Showing In First Contest For Public Office

Last week’s Militant briefly

of three Trotskyists to the Bolivian Chamber of Deputies and one
to the Bolivian Senate. Below is a fuller report on the elections from

a Bolivian correspondent., — The

By Juan Valverde

BOLIVIA, Jan. 14 — Prior to the July Rebellion which
overthrew the Villarroel government, the Revolutionary
Workers Party, Bolivian section of the Fourth Interna-

tional, could not even dream

toral struggle. But the revolu- ®—

tionary tide which has risen not-
ably since that time not only
has awakened large masses of
the exploited from their lethar-
gy, not only has demonstrated
the justice and immediate prac-
ticability of the Trotskyist slo-
gans, but even more, has con-
verted the RWP into a national
political force,

The party has grown more in
a few months than in many pre-
ceding years when the Stalin-
ists with their usual stupidity
ridiculed the numerical and poli-
tical “insignificance” of Trot-
skyism, forgetting that the im-
portance of the revolutionary
vanguard lies not in numbers
but in the power of its Marxist
slogans and analysis.

After the July Rebellion, the
big mining capitalists took over
the reins of power personally.
Undoubtedly, the pressure of the
masses, their revolutionary on-
ward surge, kept the capitalists
from undertaking an immediate
offensive against the workers’
conquests or against capitalist
democracy itself, leaving the
workers’ parties relatively free
to struggle and organize.

The July events in La Paz are
still fresh in the memory both
of the masses and of the capi-
The people are armed
in L4 Paz. To launch an all-out
assault on social legislation -or:
democracy at this time would
have been too dangerous.

But the common front adopted
by ALL the capitalists against the
workers does not wipe out the
contradictions existing in the
capitalist camp. The native cap-
italists who are simply agents of
Imperialism reflect the contra-
dictions between different im-
perialist groups. That is precise-
ly the meaning of the contest be-
tween the two most important
presidential candidates: Hertzog
(Republican “Socialist” Union)

followed reluctantly by the lib-
erals).

- While Hertzog represents the
(Continued on Page 3)

‘year setback for labor.” William

reported the election on Jan. 5

Editors.

of participating in the elec-

Chicago Labor
Unites Against
Congress Attack

By Robert L. Birchman

(Special to The Militant)

CHICAGO, Jan. 25 — Vig-
orous opposition to anti-la-
bor legislation was expressed
this week by the newly or-
ganized All-Chicago Labor
Committee, representing over
700,000 members of the AFL,
CIO and Railroad Brother-
hoods. The Committee was
formed Tuesday by leaders of
the three union groups here who
met to map out united action
against pending anti-labor bills.

The meeting was called by
Joseph D. Keenan, Chicago Fed-
eration of Labor secretary; Mich-
ael’ Mann, Chicago CIO secre-
tary; and Frank L, Noakes of
the Brotherhood of Maintenance
of Way Employes.

“We're not going to let a Ro-
man holiday take place so that
Congress will give us the axe,”
declared Michael Mann, adding
that bills introduced in Congress
if passed “would result in 8 50-

Lee, CFL president, stated: “All
labor must be united in this fight
against anti-labor legislation.”

The conference organized the
All - Chicago Labor Committee
and set up a nine-member joint
sub-committee to make a study |
of all pending labor legislation |
and to map out united action |
to defend labor’s basio rights.

The conference sent a tele-
gram to Senator Taft, chairman
of the Senate Committee on La-
bor, and to Representative Mart-
ley, chairman of the House La-
bor Committee, informing them
of the formation of the All-Chi-
cago Labor Committee and the !
unanimous opposition of all Chi- |
cago labor to any and all anti- |
labor bills. :

SENATE SPEEDS HEARINGS
ON ANTI-LABOR MEASURES

Na«a#‘ﬁ@iﬁﬁﬁfﬁ:&?m' .
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Why Stalinists
Refused To Picket
French Consulate

The Vietnamese group,
which picketed with the So-
cialist  Workers Party and.
Workers Party in last week’s
demonstration at the Fremch
Consulate ‘in New York, in-
vited the Communist: Party
(Stalinists) to participate.

Naturally, the Stalinists re-
jected the invitation to pro-
test against French imperial-
ist butchery in Indo-China.
Their colleagues, the French
Stalinists, are supporting the
war against the Viet-Nam Re.
public.

In Ceilings;

New Rent Order Chops

Cl0 Issues

The national CIO last week issued a circular letter to

all state and local affiliates

directing them to fight at-

tempts to “terminate or weaken” government rent controls.
This CIO warning came as*

Truman’s Director; of the Office
of Temporary Controls, Maj.
Gen. Philip B. Fleming, on Jan.
24 issued a sweeping directive to
“liberalize” rent ceilings in so-
called “hardship” cases. Every
landlord insists he is a “hard-
ship"” case.

Fleming's order further direct-
ed regional offices of the OPA
rent division that in any in-
stance of “reasonable doubt” ap-
peals for higher rents must be
resolved in favor of the LAND-
LORDS.

MILLION RENT HIKES

Under this latest order it will
be possible for the Administra-
tion to systematically boost rents
while maintaining the formaul
structurg of federal “rent con-
trol.” Last year alone, the OPA
granted nearly a million indi- |
vidual rent increases, |
- One of the hooks in the new
rent-boost order is permission to
“small” landlords to appeal for
rent increases by declaring an

— without requiring them to
show records. According to the
report in the Jan. 25 N. Y. Times,
these landlords “have been most
remiss in the matter of keeping
records and have been handi-
capped correspondingly in dem-
onstrating hardships.”

As the Adxpini.sta-a.tion chops

huge holes in rent ceilings and |
knocks the props from under the '
rent control structure, Congres- .
sional tools of the real estate
and landlord interests are pre-
paring measures to grant blan-
ket rent increases immediately
and fix the termination date of
all rent. controls.

RAISE ALL RENTS

Four Republican Senators an-
nounced on Jan, 27 that they
have put the “finishing touches”
on a bill to raise all rent ceilings
from 15 to 20 per cent immedi-
ately and to end all rent con- '
trols either by Dec. 31, 1947 or
Apr. 30, 1948. In either case,
the housing shortage will be no
less acute than today because of
the almost complete failure of
the government to provide an

adequate program of govern- twop candidates in the forth- |  Rank and file pressure for la- |

ment-financed, low-cost hous-
ing.

The imminence of Congres-
sional-sponsored rent boosts was
further indicated by - Senator
Taft, Republican boss of the Sen-
ate and scion of a family that |
owns millions in real estate,
Taft, while claiming to favor
rent control, last week advocated
rent increases. The Jan, 25 N.
Y. Times reported that multi-
millionaire Taft “is known per-
sonally to favor a marked rise
in rents.”

Unless & tremendous organized

Huge Holes

Warning

mass resistance to any rent in-
creases is launched, millions of
tenants are going to be scalped
by landlords or evicted into the
streets. Official figures revealed
on Jan. 24 showed that in New
York City alone evictions during
1946 were the highest in 10
years, numbering 30,712,

Ave, and 48th St. today at noon,

The picket line, including a
group of Indo-Chinese residents
of this city, protested the French
government's “war against the
independent Viet-Nam Republic
and the use of American arms to
shoot down the Indo-Chinese
people. .

A joint statement by George
| Clark, organizer of the New York
Local of the Socialist Workers

ganizer of the Workers Party,
and “A Group of Vietnamese”
was presented to a French con-
sular official by Din-Ba-Ngoan,
Viet Nam group spokesman, It
stated:

“The fraudulent claim of the
French Government that its
troops are in Indo-China to ‘es-
| tablish order® is the same pre-
| text used by all imperialist bri-
lga.r:u:i.s to justify their brutal ex-
ploitation and oppression of col-

Party, Paul Bern, New York or- !

onial peoples.

“We especially condemn the
. use of American arms and muni-
i tions to shoot down -the people
{ of Indo-China. We consider this
‘as a manifestation of the reac-
| tionary role of American capi-
| talism which is being trans-
formed into an arsenal of world
imperialism in its drive to keep
the colonial peoples in subjec-
tion.”

The statement demanded the
{“immediate and unconditional
. withdrawal of all French troops
| from Indo-China” and condemn-
ed “the French Government for
prohibiting the Paris demonstra-
tion for freedom of Indo-China
sponsored by the Parti-Commun.
iste Internationaliste, French
Section of the Fourth Interna-
tional.”

The SWP contingent in the

By Dave Dreiser

tSpecial to The Militant)

I.OS ANGELES, Jan. 26 —
The Los Angeles Local of the
Socialist Workers Party to-
day announced it is running

coming city elections. They
are Louis Kisner for City Coun-
cil from Distriect 15, and Myra
Tanner Weiss for the Board of
Education.

GAINING GROUND

* Their campaign will be cou-
pled with SWP support for two
independent labor candidates,
Harry Brown of the CIO Rubber

Workers and John Despol of the |

CIO Steelworkers, who are run-
ning for City Council in Districts
6 and 9 respectively.

ent- labor candidates is gaining
igr’ound steadily here. This was
;reflected in last week's confer-
fence of several CIO unions here
, to discuss the question of nom-
inating union candidates. (See
|story on page 2).

i bor candidates secured the CIO

| Council’s endorsement for the
‘| of Education in allowing Fascist

| candidacy of Harry Brown. The
steelworkers nominated John
Despol to run in opposition to
the official .PAC candidate. The
Stalinists, who oppose independ-
ent labor candidates, are trying
to sabotage Despol’s campaign
by running a Communist Party
candidate in the same district.
The CIO Council has called a
conference of all CIO locals here
on- Jan. 31 to decide CIO-PAC

The -movement for independ-

SR s T R e : i

picket line numbered about 125

SWP Names 2 Candidates
In Los Angeles Elections

| PAC support for Despol.

| Developments here offer the
,SWP a splendid opportunity for
| active participation in the city
| elections.

|

F'WOR,KERS’ CANDIDATE

Mpyra Tanner Weiss' candi-
(dacy is an answer to the recent
| disgraceful action of the Board

Gerald L. K. Smith the use of
a public school for disseminating
'his race-hate, anti-labor poison,

All Los Angeles workers are
actively interested in the coun-
cilmanic elections because of po-
| lice brutality and illegal court
actions against strikers here.
Louis Kisner’s nomination will

then be- possible to-get official | triet 15.

Get Out Of Indo-China!”
Cry Pickets At Consulate

NEW YORK, Jan. 25 — Shouting “Hands off Indo- | members and sympathizers. They
China” and “No U.S. Guns to France”, more than 200 de- {led in the unisoned shouting of
monstrators, led by the Soclalist Workers Party (Trot-|siogans and helped give a very
skyist) and Workers Party, picketed the French consulate
at Rockefeller Center on Fifth®— e

militant tone to the gemonstra-
tion. Mobilization of the SWP
pickets had been a high point
of the SWP’s Lenin Memorial
| Meeting last night in the Hotel
| Capitol.

(Picture on Page 2)

®

House Republicans Prepare
Omnibus Union-Busting Bill

By Joseph Hansen

Wall Street’s drive for union-busting legisla-
tion moved forward with blitzkrieg speed as the
Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare,
headed by Senator Taft, opened public hearings
January 23 on some of the harshest anti-labor bills
ever advanced in Congress.

Taft, who sits
driver’s seat of the Repub-
lican steamroller in the Sen-
ate, has announced that
the public hearings on these
measures will be high-pressured
through by March 1.

"Then the blue-print of the
Senate Republican Policy Com-
mittee calls for the Taft-Smith-
Ball measure, or an amend-
ed version of it, to be report-
ed out for Senate action. From
there on Wall Street’s pol-

iticians confidently expect to |
smash through any token oppo- |

sition of the so-called “liberals”
in record time.

Political representatives of
‘Wall Street monopolized the first
day of the public hearings. Sen-
ator Ball, a member of the Com-

mittee on Labor and Public Wel- |

fare and Taft's “good right arm”
slugged  savagely at the labor
movement.

Ball declared that neither the !
former Case Bill nor the one now

replacing it would have prevent-
ed a single one of last year's
major strikes. Thus he indicat-
ed he views the billc now before
the Committee as merely the ar-
mored spearheads whose task is
to punch through labor’s defense
lines.

Senator James E. Murray,
Democrat of Montana, joined in
taking a stab at labor the first
day of the hearings. While not
prepared to assume the onus of
such a brazenly anti-union po-
sition as that of the labor-bait-
ing Senator from Minnesota,

. Murray did not hesitate to urge

union-crippling measures of the
type suggested by Truman in his
opening address to Congress.
The House of Representatives
has proved somewhat slower
than the Senate in getting Wall

Street’'s anti - labor legislative
proposals into public hearings.

in the®

SWP Asks To Speak

At Senate Hearing

NEW YORK, Jan, 27 —
James P. Cannon, National
Secretary of the Socialist
Workers Party, today request-
ed the Senate Committee on
Labor and Public Welfare to
hear a representative of the
SWP at the public hearings
on legislation affecting the la-
bor movement,

Cannon declared that “The
Socialist Workers Party sharp-
ly opposes the Taft-Smith-
"| Ball (8. 55) and the two Ball
bills (S. 105 and S. 133).
These measures . . . are de-
signed to wipe out the hard-
won gains of the labor move-
ment and to pave the way
for crushing trade unions, -

The Republican members of
the House Education and Labor
Committee revealed that they
are consulting with the House

Republican Steering Committee
on inelusion of a clause to out-
law the closed shop in their om-
| nibus measure. Other provisions
| under discussion are bans on jur~
{isdictional strikes and boycotts;
land drastic revision of the Na-
I tional Labor Relations Act in
| favor of Big Business,

! Meanwhile Representative
Francis Case, Republican of
South Dakota, has submitted &
bill that is even worse than the
one Congress passed but Tru-
man felt forced to veto last year.
The main new provisions would
grant wide striketbreaking in-
| junction powers to the govern=
‘ment; fix heavy penalties for
strikes allegedly conducted withe
out a majority vote; authorize
prosecution of unions for “unfair
i labor practices,” etc.

Labor Must Fight!

[WALL ST. OUT TO CRUSH

the nation-wide open shop

glve them a chance to vote for | grand-scale wage slashes. Every concession
policies in the elections. It may & Workingclass candidate in Dis- | to the labor-baiters only further convinces
them that- the time is ripe to cripple the

Even before the 80th Congress has passed
a single bill to curb union rights, the Con-
gressional anti-labor drive has already
achieved a lot for Big Business. -

The scared union leaders, anxious to
avoid a fight at all costs, are trying to beat
a retreat on the wage front in hopes of ap-
peasing the rampaging labor-haters..

AFL leaders are trying to curry special
favor with the reactionary Administration |
and Congress by joining in with the capi-
talist clamor against the CIO’s portal pay
suits and current wage demands.

CIO leaders, with Steelworkers President
Philip Murray in the lead, are indicating
their readiness to settle new negotiations'
for minor gains and concessions. Murray
last week quickly agreed to an extension
| of the U.S. Steel contract under the feeble
| pretext that he wants to wait until the por-
| tal pay issue is clarified by the courts. The
| CIO Packinghouse Workers leaders recently |
| settled with the “Big Four” meat trust for
' meager gains. Nowhere are the CIO leaders
 making preparations for a genuine struggle |
|for needed “substantial wage increases.”

These union leaders are grossly in error
if they believe their surrender of potential
wage gains is going to satisfy Big Business
and its government agents. Wall Street is
not going to be content with labor’s retreat
on the immediate wage issues. The Ameri-
can plutocracy is determined to crush the
fighting power of the unions, re-establish

An Editorial

old weapons,

this country

UNIONS in submission,

and institute

unions permanently with anti-labor laws,

The union leaders are blind to the reality
of the present situation. They are trying
to meet the anti-labor offensive with their

never effective even in the

best of times. They issue mild yips of verbal
protest, go pleading hat in hand to the
White House for a few favors, try to lobby
around and make deals in the Congress cor=-
ridors. Wall Street and its Congress, how-
ever are aiming at undisputed mastery of

and the world. They brush

aside the feeble remonstrances of the uns=
ion bureaucrats.

. SPINELESS LABOR LEADERS -~
These spineless labor leaders are behav-
ing all the more treacherously, because the
unions they lead have the means not only
to beat back the anti-labor drive, but coun-
ter-attack and win new gains for the work-
ers. It does not even occur to them to mo-
bilize the mighty power of 15,000,000 organ-
ized American workers — the same work-
, ers who last year in giant strikes repeatedly
brought the corporations to terms.

While the union leaders are ready to bow

the union ranks are eager ta

fight. They must fight, or face the certain-
ty of brutal laws that will undermine and
ultimately annihilate the only means of
protection they have, their unions.

This fight must start on the local scale,
as it has already in several cities. The lo-
cal CIO, AFL and Railroad Brotherhoods
should get together in every community
for joint action. At the same time they must
demand militant, united struggle on a na-
tional scale through a National Conference
of Labor. Labor CAN win, if it stands uni-
ted and fights. g

Al Al
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Philadelphia S WP Issues Emergency Call To Labor

To I-':gl:t City’s Proposed Iransit Fare Increases

By Max Geldman
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 25—

The Philadelphia Branch of |’

the Socialist Workers Party
and the Militant Labor For-
um today took the initiative
in calling all labor, veterans,
civic and consumers organi-
zations to an Emergency ‘Ac-
tion Conference, Saturday, Feb.
1, 3 pm. at 1303 W. Girard Ave.
to consider means and ways of
resisting the proposed fare in-
creases by PTC, the city’s trans-
portation monopoly. % -
The profit-greedy corporation
proposes to raise fares on all
¢city trolley, bus and subway

®lines from the present two fares

for 15 cents to four for 35 cents,
or 10 cents straight fare on four
separate points.

THE TIME IS SHORT

The call for emergency action
declared: “Immediate action is
needed to prevent fare increases
by the PTC. The time'is short.
The deadline is Feb. 5. The
matter is now in the hands of
the Public Utilities Commission.
Unless the PUC acts before Feb.
5, the Philadelphia Transporta-
tion Company will put its pro-
posed fare increases into effect.

“The fare increase will come
out of the meager wages of Phil-
adelphia working people already
over-taxed and harassed by the
rising cost of living. The fare
increases mean an income loss to
every Philadelphia resident de=
pendent on PTC for transporta-
tion.

“The PTC transit monopoly ls
engaged in a brazen raid on the
pockets of the helpless people
of Philadelphia.
this raid. We must act before
it is too late.

“Only united action can pre-
vent our city transit monopoly,
swollen with war-time profits,
from getting away with its greedy
raid on the earnings of the peo-
ple in our community. There
is no time to lose. WE MUST
ACT NOW!”

FOR SPEEDY ACTION

PTC's fare increase demands
are so obviously unjustified that|
even the Republican City Admin-
instration has been forced to go
on record against it. An injunc-
tion was asked by the city last |
week and PTC has been given
until Tuesday by Chief Justice
George W. Maxey of the Su-
preme Court, to show cause why
an injunction’ should not be is-|
sued, barring it from putting the |
new rates into effect.

Those most familiar with the
workings of the Public Utilities

We must halt

Hands Off Indo-China!

" Part of the contingeni of 125 Socialist Workers Party
members and sympathizers who participated last Saturday in
a picket-line demonstration beofore the French Consulate in
New York City to protest French imperialist butchery of the

Indoe-Chinese people, (Story on P. 1.)

lican Senator Joseph Hurst
Ball appeared in the nation=-
al* political 'arena for- the
first time at the age of 34,
when - Governor Stassén’ of
Minnesota appointed him to
the U.S. Senate in 1940 to
complete the term of Farm-
er-Laborite Ernest Lundeen,
killed in an alrplane crash.

Within six years Ball achieved
nation-wide notoriety as one of

ticians in the Senate, becoming
the right-hand .lieutenant of
Robert A, Taft, boss of the Sen-
ate Republican machine and
presidential aspirant for 1948.

The gangling, big-boned poli-
tician stands out on the Senate
floor. With his shagey eyebrows
|and undershot. jaw,. he reminds
| observers of Boris Karloff; but
associates claim he is pleasant

land affable.

} Fresh out of college at the age

of 22, Ball began his career as a
reporter on  the Minneapnlis;
Journal, - A’ Xefﬂ later he was
free—lancing, and then in 1929
he made the payroll of the St.
Paul ‘Pioneer Press and Dis—.

Photo by H.Kosower

California SWP
Recorded Gains

In Elections

By Al Lynn
LOS ANGELES, Jan. 25—
Resulfs of the November

Commission doubt that it will | elections reveal that the Cal-

place any obstacles in the way of

PTC getting its demanded fare |

increase. The danger exists that
a deal may take place between |
the PUC, the City Administration
and PTC under which the trac-

tion company will get its de--

mands and the City administ-
ration and PUC save face at the !
expense of the picked pockets of

Philadelphia residents. At best'

little reliance can be placed on
any effective struggle to be car-
ried out by the city officials.
Only speedy united action on the
part of labor and other inter-
ested organizations can prevent
the coming fare hike.

FLINT

“The Road Ahead For
American Labor”
Speaker:

Bert Cochran

Former CIO Leader

Sunday, Feb. 9, 8 p.m.
215 East ?th St.

AKRON

Dance - Social
Saturday, Feb. 8

8 S. Howard St.

ifornia District of the Sccial-

| ist Workers Party scored sig-
!nificant gains in ifts first
state-wide election cam-
paign.

In Los Angeles County alone,
|’706 people voted for either one
or both SWP candidates. Cynthia
Rogalin, candidate for State Sen-
ator, was credited with 582 write.
in votes, gubernatorial candidate
Steve Roberts with 308.

By checking the vote in each
precinct, it was found that the
party ha& been defrauded of a
considerable number of votes. In
one Assembly district where ten
SWP members had cast write-in

that only half that number had
been counted. Many additional
complaints were received by the
SWP in regard to uncounted bal-
lots. The writer of this article
did not have his vote counted,
for example.

Even so, this vote of 706 com-
pares favorably with the vote of
581 for Myra Tanner Weiss the
year before, especially since
these are write-in votes. Also en-
couraging was the high vote of
139 in the 62nd Assembly Dis-
trict, where the party is well
known and respected among the
Negro population.

Figures from other parts of
the state are not yet available,
but a report from San Francisco
states that the vote of the party
was counted in one district only.

Meat Trust’s Profits
Anger Packing Workers

By M. Limton o
(Special to The Militant)

SOUTH ST. PAUL, Minn,, Jan. 25 — Announcement
that Armour & Co. in 1946 netted $30,291,128 profits —
highest in its history despite the meat famine imposed
by the packing trust — was received with indignation by

patch.

WALL ST. CHAIN

These papers are part of a
chain owned by Ridder Brothers,
Inc., publishers of the N. Y.
Journal of Commerce. Ferdin-
and Lundberg, in his authorita-
tive book America’s 60 Fam-
ilies, reports that the entire chain
“is directly oriented in its edi-
torial polity toward Wall Street.”

]
the most rabid anti-labor poli- | :

For five years Ball practised
prostituting -his pen-on these | t
capitalist rags. Then came the |

great Minneapolis 'I‘es.ms,tersI

BALL

a notorious open-shoppers’ par-
adise into a union town.
Apparently these events op- |
ened Ball's eyes_to. the mighty ;
power inherent in lapor; and he |
saw too the great lengths the

capitalists will go in battling un- ]

ionism. Possibly’ he’ glimpsed |
the vast funds the capitalists are
willing to expend for anti-labor
purposes. Opportunity knocked
at the door.

This same year Ball was made

state political writer for the Pi- '

oneer Press and Dispatch, hold-
ing this position until he was
promoted to the Senate.

| ANTI-LABOR SPECIALIST

In Congress, Ball has special- |
ized. on legislation designed to |
crack- .the spine. of the labor |
movement. On Dec. 31, 1944,
the press reported his views as
follows: “If has bzen my con-

Ball--“‘Good Right Arm”’
'Of Senate Labor-Haters

Bitterly ‘anti-labor Repub-- :

most to convert the dictatorial
war - time laws into permanent
legislation.

On June 20, 1945, together
with Senators Burton and Hatch,
Ball introduced a measure based
on a “five-point” program draft.
ed by the National Association
of Manufacturers and the U. S.
Chamber of Commerce. It was
one of the most sweeping anti-
labor measures ever introduced
in the Senate.

GRINDS WALL STREET AXE

This bill failed to pass.
Ball continued to grind the axe
for Wall Street. The 80th Con-
gress had barely convened when
he submitted a measure to out-
law the closed shop and all its
variations, and another bill to
ban industry - wide bargaining.
therehy choppmg the unions up
into bits mcapable of effectively
resisting the onslaught of Big
Business,

co-author with Taft and Smith
.of the anti-labor Senate Bill No.
55 which is now bheing rushed
through hearings.

Ball is likewise one of the crew
| pressing for a law to make po-
| litical expenditures by trade un-
Jlons a8 criminal offense. As a
| professional anti - labor politic-
‘Iian. he understands only too
| well what would happen to Wall
Street's reactionary schemes if

Besides these measures, Ball is !

SrRADE
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Dozens of CIO National Mar-
{time Union ship crews and port
locals are repudiating false re-
ports sent by Stalinist agents to
the NMU Pilot regarding the
rank-and-file’s position on NMU
President Curran’s resignation
from the Stalinist - dominated, :
misnamed “Committee for Mari-
time Unity.” The members are
overwhelmingly for Curran’s
stand—which is why the. Stal-
inist majority on the NMU Na-
tional Council is trying to block
a membership referendum.

& L] *

The Jan. 17 Pilot reports that
following its previous publica-
tion of a statement against Cur-
ran “signed by 100 crew mem-

bers” of the S.S. America, it re- |

ceived a petition signed by 452
| crew members of the S.8, Amer-

[ica who “do hereby support Jos- |

|eph Curran” on “the stand he

But bhas taken concerning the Com- |corporation.

,mittee of Maritime Unity.”

- * L]

NMU militants will be espe-
rially .pleased to hear that the
crew. of the S.8. Washington
voted three to one against the
Stalinists, because the Stalin-
ist whip on this ship was Danny
Boano. He was written up with
warm praise by the reactionary
| Collier's magazine in April 1945
for his “fine work™ on behalf of
the shipowners when he headed
the wartime NMU *“leadership”
school. The title of the article.
- describing Boano's “educational”
work, was “Readin’, Writin' and
No Strikin'”

L3 * »*

The Jan. 23 Journal of Com-
| merce, leading Wall Street news-
paper, carried an interview with
Frank Fenton, AFL national or-
ganization director. Fenton re-

NOTES

UNIO

Association of Manufacturers in

mands for higher wages.

- LJ L

A front page editorial in the
Jan. 13 Ohlo Works Organizer,
(organ of CIO Steelworkers Local
| 1330, Youngstown, O., has the
right answer to corporation lies

er wages. The Organizer writes:

“The corporations claim that
they cannot give a wage increase
without increasing the prices of
the products.
|Iigules show that labor costs per
ton in the steel mills have gone
dowry even though the workers
received an 18%-cent raise. Will
they deny this? Then let us re-

quest that they let us look into -

their books, as the automobile
workers union did last year when
(it fought the ‘General Motors
This they will op-
pose hitterly because they fear

| what the books will reveal.”

* " -

The bitter strike of California
redwood lumber workers, mem-
bers of the AFL Lumber and
Sawmill Workers Union, entered
its second year on Jan. 14. All
labor should support these cour-
ageous and self-sacrificing un-
ion fighters.
wood District Council greeted.
the strike anniversary with a res-
olution stating: “All we have to
say is that there will be picket-.
ing of these mills until they

lagree to an agreement that is
satisfactory to our members of
{the Union, if it takes until 1957

OR LONGER."”

* L] *

More than 2,000,000 American

workers were disabled by work

injuries in 1946, the Bureau of

| the orgamzed packmghouse workers of this area.

—& After drawn-out negotiations

with the CIO United Packing-
house Workers, Armours and the

strikes of the summer of 1934.
Led by the Trotskyists fout-:

| viction since 1941 that our Gov- |

ernment’s labor relations policy

attacking the Nathan report on °
which the CIO base: its just de- -

about not being able to pay high- .

They lie because:

The union’s Red- |

standing figures were the Dunne |for the duration of the war
brothers and Farrell Dobbs, now | should be written into law, ap-
editor of The Militant), "these | plying alike to all parties and

other “Big Four” packing cor-

| estimating® the

ballots, a spot check revealed | ypwa Nationa] Strike Strategy

porations (Swift, Cudahy and
Wilson) granted a 7%-cent hour-
ly wage increase, plus additional
concessions on holidays with pay,
elimination of some geographical
wage differentials, sick ,leave,
etc. But two of the most impor-
tant demands, for a cost-of-liv-
ing bonus (a form of escalator

clause) and a guaranteed an-
nual wage, were lost in the
shuffle. .

Despite popular support of the
escalator clause among the un-
der-paid packinghouse workers,
the UPWA-CIO leaders quickly
accepted the minor gains in or-
der to reach a settlement with-
out a strike, Completely under-
membership's
militancy, the, UPWA leaders at-
tempted to bluff the packers
with strike threats, but grab-
bed at any offer they could use
to convince the workers of a
‘“great victory.”

Dissatisfaction with the com-
pany's offer was shown in the

Committee, where several mem- |
bers are reported to have voted
against the packers’ proposals
and urged a fight for the union’s
original demands. The top lead-
ership headed by UPWA Presi- |
dent Ralph Helstein, former law- |
yer for the union, pushed |
through acceptance of the pack-
ers’ inadequate offer.
Rumblings of discontent are
being heard among the UPWA

|strikes paved the way for the

meteoric growth of the Team-
sters Union in. the Northwest.

iwith adequate provisions to as-
' sure compliance.” -

Ball was not simply  blowing

Minneapolls ‘was: cnnvert.ed from | his top. He -has done' his ut<.

By Jerry Kirk

(Special to The Militant)
FLINT, Mich, Jan. 24 —
Meetings of two CIO United
Auto Workers loecals here
this week took steps to im-
plement the program of
building the Labor Party
in the Sixth Congressional
District of Michigan. ¢
The Buick local, carrying out
a decision of its previous meet- |
ing, elected a 10-man Labor Par- |
ty committee, including CIliff |
Rock, editor of the union’s paper, |
and other prominent members. |

Auto Locals Push Campaign
To Build Flint Labor Party

[T DA E

Chevrolet’s = resolution
ty activities, organizational pro-
gram and statement of purpose.
It requests all unions to “go on

(record as being in favor of the

formation of a Labor Party
NOW!" It urges all locals to set.
up Labor Party Committees,
The Chevrolet committee has
considered plans for a pamphlet

d.éS-
cribes the local’s own Labor Par-|

the unions begin moving seri- | Véaled that the AFL craft bu-|Labor Statistics reported on Jan, 5 '_
ously on the road to a Labor |Ieaucrats are contemplating a 22. This toll of the speed-up {:é
| Party. Ball is doing his utmost | P drive against the CIO in- and bad safety conditions cost,
to crush such a development in | dustrial unions, despite the need in addition to the vast physical
| the ege. f;’;;:b&;‘;nit-};gﬂ h:&niw anlti— suffering, an eannual loss of
' e iz-wigs
| will attempt to discredit the CIO .237.000.000 man-days of work, #
oakla“d wp by blaming it for the Congres. COMPared to 113,000,000 due to
sional anti - labor drive. They  strikes or lockouts. No headlines
urges Lab&r have already joined the National im the boss press though.
v ]
(Candidates Our Program:
(Spezial to The Militant) ) f
OAKLAND, Cal, Jan. 18 — 1. Defend labor’s standard of living! 4
In a letter to the Alameda A sliding scale of wages —an escalator wage clause in all A
County CIO Council, the Bay union chontracls to provide automatic wage mcream to 3
_Area Local' of the Socialist meet the rising cost of living! a
‘Workers Party today en- Organize mass consumers committees for mdependenl ‘action . =
:dorsed the Council’'s ecall g against profiteering and price-gouging! 3
{“for joint action of all labor to xp“’:::.’l:""" food "“ﬂs' Operate them under workers’ i
defeat the incumbent city ad- | o ¢
ministration of (I?akiand in the | 2. Full employment and job security for ell workers 3
coming elections. 1 and veterans! y
Cllting' t.;f;e lggi—é:ilrtm;lseedantﬁ? | For the 6-hour day, 30-hour week! A sliding teale of hours - [
T:go?‘cecity a,éaml;list.ratior;"' the — reduce the hours of work with no reduction in pay
: ' t ; &Y
SWPtirged genuine independent o prevent layoffs and unemployment! z.l

Go i i ’
Jabor political sction “to com- & varn:-nent operation of all idle plants under workers’ control!

bat ¢he anti-labor drive of the
city and state administrations
and the 80th Congress.”

“We have had bitter experi-
ences with men who posed as
‘friends of labor’ but who for-
get us as soon as Election Day
is over,” says the letter. “What

yment i e equal to trade union wages for work=- 3
ers and veterans during the entire period of unem- '
ployment!

Against all anti-labor laws and government strike-
breaking!

No restrictions on the right to strike and picket!
No injunctions! No compulsory arbitration!

' UAW locals here, only AC Spark-

‘building a Labor Party in this |

The Fisher Loecal instructed its|plant committeemen, Chevrolet
present PAC committee to colla- ! local is nearing -completion- of
borate with the Labor Party | elections of 50 distriet Labor
Committees of other locals,

Of the four General Motors |Called together as a policy-mak-

plug Local has put off action on

area until a referendum of the
membership is taken.
CONFERENCE CALL

The Labor Party Committee of

ranks as they find their measlylchevrolet Local 659, which ini-
7%-cent increase already being | tiated the movement, has issued

eaten up by rising pnces They a call for a conference of the

are talking about renewing their |
demand for a cost-of-living bon-
us next April when the contract
can. be reopened for new wage
demands.

Mail This Coupon

Published in the interests of the working people.
The only newspaper in this country that tells the
truth about labor’s struggles for a better world.

You may start my subscriqtlon to The Militant for 6 months
| enclose 50 cents (coin or stamps)

Send me The Militant at your regular rate of $1 for 12 months.
I enclose 51 (coin, stamps or Meney Order) O

With 50c For A 6-Month Subscription To

THE MILITANT

A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, NEW YORK 3, N. ¥.

m]

Name
(Please Print)
Street Apt
City. Postal Zong.....cessssesses
State

| committees of all locals to map
'out further plans for strength-
ening the Labor Party campaign.
Among proposals to be consider-
ed is the election this April of
three members to the Board of
Education.

The Chevrolet committee
adopted a strong resolution
which it is sending to all local |
unions in Michigan. It was dis-
tributed to the delegates at the
last Flmt‘. CIO Council meetlng

BUFFALO

MILITANT FORUM

| “The Record of The British
Lebor Party In Power”

Sat., Feb. 8, 8:30 p.m.
629 Main St., 2nd floor

BRONX

SOCIAL

Saturday, Feb. 1
8 p.m.

on the need for a Labor Party |is necessary is to elect men who 4. Build an independent labor party!
| now and has assigned two mem- |not only can speak for labor but .
bers to draft such a pamphlet |who are responsible TO labor. 3. Tax the rich, not the poor!
| for consideration by the commit- | This can best be achieved by ad- Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
Viaa. |vancing candidates from the No ‘taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!
Along-with elections of- district ranks of the union movement.” 6. An 18 billion doll B
The SWP proposes that the 4 : hnon ollar appropriation for government
|CIO Council issue a call for a ow-rent housing!
delegated conference of CIO, AFL . 5 "
Party organizers. They will be and Railroad Brotherhoods “to L ::: d" J?::.C‘:Ltr :o; :le'grsnes.:m: national minorities!
begin the practical steps of build- RATHR QEISTOCIIm
|ing body when elections are ing the organization that will 8. For a veterans’ organization sponsored by the
win victory at the polls.” trade unions!
m - 9. A working class answer to capitalist militarism
abor Candidates Discussed | ™ %
Take the war-making powers away from Congress! Let the
people vote on the question of war or peace!
! y os nge es nlons Against capitalist conscription!
Abolish the officer caste system!
Full democratic rights in the armed forces!
- ﬁj’z} tﬁlIT ?{;yﬁﬁgmm) Trade union wages for the armed forces!
. Military training of workers, financed the government,
LOS ANGELES, Jan. 24—Genuine independent labor but under control of the trade um::s! prraTm.
political action moved a step closer to realization in this

area with a conference this week attended by many CIO

Solndar:ty with the revolutionary struggles of the

1034 Prospect Ave..

l&\
[

unions to consider labor’s need for its own political rep-
resentatives. Another important®——m — - —

step is the entry into the City
Council elections of a rubber
worker backed by the CIO.

The Conference was called by

|the CIO Rubber Workers Fire-

stone Loecal 100 for the express
purpose of nominating candi-
dates to be endorsed by the CIO
Council for the April city elec-
tions. Although a large outpour-
ing of Stalinists blocked its or-
iginal purpose of nominating
candidates, the Conference in
itself represenied a tremendous
move forward for the idea of in-
dependent labor candidates.
LABOR CANDIDATES

. For the first time in local la-
bor history, leading unions met

|not to discuss endorsement of

capitallst party candidates, but
their own.candidates. The pro-
posal to run independent labor

| candidates had been endorsed in

advance by the Ford and Gen-
eral Motors auto workers locals,
Goodyear, Goodrich and Fire-
stone rubber workers locals, the
steelworkers Amalgamated local,

| the executive board of the Con-

10.
: workers in oII lands!

For the piete ind of the eolonial peoples!
Withdraw all Amencan troops from foreign soil!

de

solidated Steel Local and the Los
Angeles Steel Council.

Dlbeateeatao miteneil froms 11. Fora Work}ers and Farmers’ Government!
Furniture Workers local, Long- . -
shoremen and Warehousemen'’s
Local 26, Office & Professional
Workers Local 9, and United
Electrical Workers Local 1421,
There were observers from other
unions.

The CIO Council meeting two
days after this conference en-
dorsed the candidacy of Harry
Brown, member of CIO Rubber
Workers Local 131, for the 6th
Councilmanic District. A mo-
tion to run CIO Council Secre-
tary Phil Connelly, now in,jail
for participatior in a UE picket
line last year, received heavy
applause but -was referred to a
forthcoming PAC meeting.

Join the Soctaliot Workene Party /

SociaListT WORKERS ParTy
116 University Place
New York 3, New York

I wouM like:
O To join the Socialist Workers Party.

[J To obtain further information about your or-
ganization.

(J To attend meetings and forums of the Socialist
Workers Party in my city.

A motijon to run labor candi- | NaME
dates in Councilmanic Districts | -~ "(Please Print),
7 and 8, where many industrial Sraeny .
workers live, was tabled after - ]
the Stalinists raised all sorts of CITY i : !

confusing arguments against it.
The Stalinists propose supporting
capitalist politicians.
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By M. Stein .

‘Text of the speech delivered

..at the Lenin Memorial Meeting

held by the Socialist Workers
Party in New York City on Jan.
24:

On the eve of the October Re~
volution in 1917, just before the
Workers and Peasant Councils,
the Soviets, kicked out the pro-

®

How Stalinism Tramples On Lenin's Work

visional government of Keren-
sky, Lenin found the time to
write a pamphlet entitled State
and Revolution. It was a blis-
tering polemic against the would-
be Maixists who falsified and be-
trayed the revolutionary ideas|
and principles of Karl Marx, the
founder of scientific socialism.

Lenin’s opening remarks in
this pamphlet sound like a pro=-
phecy of what was to happen to
Lenin himself after his death.
Here is what he said:

“During the lifetime of great
revolutionaries the oppressing
. classes have visited relentless
persecution on them and received
their teachings with the most
savage hostility, with the most
furious hatred, the most ruthless
campaign of lies and slanders.
After their death, attempts are
made to turn them into harm-
less icons, canonize them, and
surround their names with a cer-
tain halo for the ‘consolation’
of the oppressed classes and with
the object of duping them while
at the same time emasculating
and vulgarizing the real effect
. -of their revolutionary theories
.and blunting their revolution-
ary edge.”
‘When Lenin died Stalin sum-
moned the best experts of that
‘.. time to embalm Lenin's body.

| €er.

until they have disappeared as |munist Parties all over the world.
genuine organs of workers' pow- | From parties of revolution they

What happened to the Red
Army, the army of the revolu-

/. 1. LENIN

| were transformed into their op-
| posite — into pliant servants of
imperialism.

Lenin's body was placed in a
glass-covered casket in 4 marble
mausoleum on the Red Square
v In Moscow. The Soviet masses
4.} ‘were \given' a chance to view
1 Lenin’s body, to pay homage to
Lenin’s corpse,

But what happened to Lenin’s
ideas? What happened to his re-
volutionary doctrine? What hap.
pened to his teachings? What
happened to the Russian Revo-
lution he led?

HIS COMRADES PURGED

Everything Lenin ever believed
in has been trampled under Stal-
in's heavy boots.

All of Lenin’s comrades-in-
‘arms have been purged. They fell
‘before the firing squads of the
secret police. Their names have
been besmirched. Their places
were taken by careerists, by un-
scrupulous bureaucrats who have

defiled everything Lenin .stoed
for. Lenin’s party was destroy-
ed, In its place is a hollow bur-
eaucratic machine.

What happened to the Soviet
power? To the workers’ demo-
cracy created by the Russian
Revolution? The Soviets have

tion ILeon Trotsky organized
and led to viectory? This army
| was the army of working-class
| emancipation. It was the most
| democratic army in the world.
| Privates and commanders were
| equals—comrades-in-arms fight-
| ing for Socialism. Stalin restored
lin the army the heinous privil-
eged officer caste, with its gold
braid and shining epaulets. The
|army of liberation became under
| Stalin — the army of oppression.
| And this “genial leader” himself
|donned a gaudy uniform and
| ordered that he be called gener-
alissimo; v :

CONQUESTS OVERTHROWN

It would take hours merely to
recite all the conquests of the
Bolshevik Revolution in Russia
 which have been overthrown
| since Lenin died. 'The Revo-
Jution was so thorough-going
that it encompassed every
!'aspect of the people’s lives. Even
| today — after 23 years of Stal-
,inist reaction — the revolution
:still survives in the economic
| foundation of the Soviet Union.
| Stalin’s reactionary policies in-
iside the Soviet Union were ex-

What ACEWR Means For

.. Gaunt European Workers

By Margaret Worth

; _The cold and hungry reality of Europe today is
oo acdifficult thing for American workers to under-

ditions in Eumpe, particularly
Greece.

‘No one in this country should
optimism of generalized official

ceals the true situation.

It’s a class fact that rich peasants eat up to 4,000
calories before shipping food to market; and that

the urban rich gorge up to 6,000
market restaurants, These are

against city workers who are forced to exist on
between 1,600 and 2,200 calories.

JUST GET BY

Highly skilled workers, earning up to 12,000
francs a month, can just get by, if their families
But unskilled and white-collar

workers, getting about 6,000 francs a month, often

cannot afford even at controlled prices to buy
all they are entitled to on their ration tickets.

Example: One pound of beef costs two per cent

of their entire month’s wage. Nor can they add

to their calories by buying in the legal free mar-
ket, Example: Eggs are 24 cents apiece.

The gaunt, grey-faced, unnaturally tired French
worker who can never quite eat his fill is a
common sight. If outright starvation is practical-
ly unknown, all the diseases of undernutrition are
spreading rapidly, and above all the tuberculosis
rate is shooting up at a dizzying pace.

are not large,

NEED CLOTHES ALSO

and-a-half month’s pay for

two products, doesn’t even use

formal rationing, Hence a Greek worker, going
home to his supper of boiled beans, which is all
his 71 cents daily wage will buy, can pass shop-
windows where unrationed rosy hams jostle against
unrationed fat geese, over pyramids of rich nour-
ishing cheeses surrounded by canned delicacies

Lgm

of every description.
UNRRA operated in Greece,

wiE

" stand fully. The American Committee for Eu- |
ropean Workers Relief has received eyewitness
accounts, however, that describe workingelass con-

ample, such figures usually give the French daily
diet as amounting to 2,650 calories, It is true that
2,650 calories are enough to nourish a sedentary
human being; but this statistical average con- |

The need for clothes is as severe as the need
for food. This simple and understandable compari-
- +son may shock many American
windows of the chain clothing stores of New
York, one can see men’s suits for $39.50. This,
-representing neayly twice the prewar prices, can
dmittedly make a dent in the budget of an
American worker. But to get a similar suit in
France costs some 18,000 francs—that is, one-
a skilled, three
months’ pay for an unskilled worker,

In Greece the government, apart from one or

LRGeS R - RS e

|
|

minced words in exposing the
true role of those who, while |
parading under a socialist ban- |
ner, deceive the masses into sup- |
porting the capitalists, their par-
ies, their wars, their oppression.
Take, for examr’e, one of the
mest recent crimes: the French
been purged over and over again 'tended outside into the Com-' inirerialist war to subdue the

u

Lenin devoted a major part of
his life's work to restoring the
real Marx, defending Marx's re-
volutionary spirit and his great
liberating ideas. He spent the
major part of his life fighting the
opportunist Social Democracy,
the Mensheviks and everyone
else who tried to make a bour-
geois liberal out of Marx.
TROTSKYIST TASK '

Today this task, the task of:
restoring Lenin to his real sta-
ture, of building a party- that
truly bases itself on Lenin’s |
doctrines — this task is today
the work of the Trotskyists. And
if we are today spending a good

deal of our time in struggling |posts. “

against Stalinism, we are doing
50 entirely in the spirit of Lenin.

Lenin was merciless. in un-|
masking the fakers and the trai-
tors in labor's ranks. He never

| workers’ power. He never sup-

| the main slogans of the Russian

natives who are fighting for inde-
per dence in Imvlo-Ch'ra. Tha
S:ainists ara now the biggest
party in France. They control
tre trade union movement there,
The French capitaiists could
never earry on this war against
the people of Indo-China if they
did not have the support of the
Communist Party. Thorez and
the other Stalinists in the cabinet
need only tell their fellow minis-

| ters: “Stop this war or else. Stop

this war or we'll: call on the
workers to stop it.” But the Stal-
inist traitors in France have for-
gotten how to speak the language
of mmilitant struggle. They are

today respectable ministers ad-

ministering the affairs of imper-
ialist France.

The other day a new coalition
government was formed in
France and the Stalinists haye
taken for themselves the Minis-
try of National Defense. Think
of it — the Ministry of National
Defense in the cabinet of the
Fourth French Imperialist Re-
public! ‘Whom are they going to
defend, and against what? It
can mean only one thing — the
defense of the French empire and
its imperialist interests against
the native peoples in the Orient.
The defense of the French em-
pire against'Germany., And let
us not forget — it also means
the defense of the empire against
the workers at home. The func-
tion of the capitalist state is
first and foremost to protect the
privileged few against the
masses.

NOT LENIN'S POLICY
Can anyone by any ‘stretch of

| imagination conceive that this
| is the policy Lenin would follow?

Why, there is not even a remote !
resemblance between this and |
Leninism. This is its direct op- !
posite. Lenin was a champion of |

ported participation in capital- |
ist coalition governments, One of

Revolution was: Break with the
capitalist ministers, Lenin di-
rected his fire against the Men=-
sheviks and against Kerensky
who, while claiming to repres-
ent the workers and the peasants,
served as ministers in coalition
governments. Lenin aimed his
fire so well that he finally blasted
them out of their government
“BACK TO FDR!”

At the Madison Square Garden
meeting which “the Stalinists
called the other day out of old

conceivable were it not for the
years of preparation, of ideolo-
gical struggle against the Men-
sheviks and the liberal capital=-
ists. On the basis of this struggle
and through this struggle he
hardened his party, imbued it
with irreconcilable revolutionary
spirit, with self-confidence, with
a will to victory. During the
worst years of isolation, and re-
action . experienced by Lenin’s
party between 1906 and 1912,
Lenin never lost heart. He re-
mained sure of victory.

His was not a blind faith. He
knew that capitalism, the sys-
tem of exploitation and oppres-
sion and war, could deceive the
masses only so long as the truth
remained concealed from them.

Lenin therefore tirelessly op-
posed the truth to the capital-
ist lies. :

And what is more, he knew
that the capitalist system must
collapse because it has reached
the point where it can no longer
improve the living standards of
the people. On the contrary, it
can lead only to greater misery,
pauperization, and outright an-
nihilation of mankind in disas-
trous wars. He :knew that capi-
talism had .to be destroyed, or
else  humanity itself would be
destroyed by capitalism.

This is what Lenin meant when
he said that this is the epoch of

the epoch when either capital-
ism will be overthrown or there

wars and revolutions, This is

will be more devastating, more
annihilating wars, one upon an-
other, And we clearly see this
today. World War II is over, but
who is fool enough to believe that
we have peace? Another war is
in the making, a far more de-
vastating war — a war in which
all the great technological im-
provements, the very latest in-
ventions, will be employed, to
wipe: out what survived World
War II.

MUST CHOOSE SOCIALISM
Look at the great discovery of
atomic energy. It's a wonderful
thing. It has the potentiality of
liberating mankind from hard
toil and drudgery, of sealing

man’s mastery of nature. But

what happens to this great dis-
covery under capitalism? It was
first introduced to the world at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki by
wiping out in two blinding flash-
es, two teeming cities, with their
inhabitants — men, women and
children.

Lenin, knowing full well thag
humanity must in the end choose
socialism as against barbarism,
prepared his party for the show-

came in October 1917, he was
firm and resolute in the struggle
for power. He thereby led the
workers in transforming one-
sixth of the earth’s surface and

of forces on a world scale,

(To be concluded next week.)

great odds, has ended in the

when 14,000 dockworkers walk-
ed off their jobs despite their
reformist union leaders’ efforts
to stop them. The dispute began
over the unloading of particular-
ly heavy goods, but the actual
cause was low wages in the face
of rising prices. The dockworkers
were getting only 156 francs a
day, which meant their wages
were less than twice the pre-
war level, while prices have
jumped over four times that
level, ! .

After the union bureaucrats
had proved helpless to end the

Vallin

greatest strike victory in this

country since the “liberation.”
The strike began on Dec. 13,

| strike, the government, led by
the “socialist” Huysmans, sent
2,000 troops to the Antwerp docks
to unload perishable goods. This
was intended to intimidate the
strikers as well as to check the
paralyzing of the most import-
ant port on the continent.

All financial support was de-
nied to the strikers. Trade un-
ion funds were barred to them
and under an act introduced by
the Stalinist minister Marteaux
last year, the government refused
them unemployment relief for
taking part in an “unauthorized”

Four Bolivian

Trotskyists

Win Election To Parliament

(Continued from Page 1)

gentinian imperialism, Guachal-
la is the defender of the inter-
ests of Hoschildt arfd Arramayo,
(Patino’s . competitor) and of

in France and

be lulled by the
figures, For ex-

calories in black
“averaged off”

workers: in the

aided.
the fig-leaf of

lief basis, It funneled its goods into “normal” cap-
italist commercial channels, and by the time they
| have had profits added at every stage, they are
| beyond the masses’ reach.

RESULTS VISIBLE

The results are visible in every street of’ the
cities, Employed workers look desperately hun-
gry; patched clothing is the rule and not the ex-
ception. The unemployed, on the ragged edge of ?}e\mlution. as the leader of the
starvation itself, are reduced to selling matches ' ISt -workers’ state, The ﬁ)usswin
or to outright begging—all against the background | FEVolution came only as the cul-

of a fantastically high proportion of police, unj- mination of many years of pre-
paratory work — years of ideo-

logical conflict, of struggle for
program. In those days Lenin
often found himself isolated in
a small group in exile.

LENIN PREPARED

formed and plainclothes.

In France the situation is one of misery; in
Greece, of hunger; but in Germany and Austria
it is stark starvation and the need for aid is most
acute. Even the promises of official rations range
only from 1,200 to 1,500 calories per day; the per-
formance in reality is often as low as 325. This |
is no more than one thick bread-and-butter
sandwich. Here real starvation oedema (water-
swollen belly against withered limbs) is appear-
ing with increasing frequency.

Middle European winters are snowy and bitter
cold, and for shelter many still have packing-
case shacks or caves dug out of bomb-rubble,
Clothes are desperately scarce and desperately |
needed. And the misery of the German masses
stands out the more sharply against the back-
ground of the occupying armies, warmly clothed
and housed in the dwellings from which the
Germans have been evicted.

RELIEF TASK ONLY BEGUN

The American Committee for European Workers
Relief has meant the difference between hope and
despair for hundreds of workers in Europe. Co-
operating with it in France is the Solidarite
Ouvriere Internationale, -which has put the dis-
tribution of ACEWR aid on an efficient basis,
despite many initial difficulties which it had to
overcome. Distribution has also improved in such
countries as Holland, Belgium, Greece and Italy.

But these Initial successes must not permit
supporters of the ACEWR to slacken their ef-
forts in the slightest. While help to these coun-
tries must be held to at least the present levels,
the task in Germany and Austria has only begun,
and must be enormously expanded. The only
thing that equals the immensity of the task be-
fore the ACEWR is the immensity of the grati-
tude felt by the workers’ families it has already

The ACEWR needs money to pay postage and
shipping, charges to Europe on clothing it has
collected. It also needs money to purchase and ship
nutritious food. Make a donation today. Remem-~
bei:-$10- puts 20 pounds of food on a European
family table and $1.54 pays postage on an 11-
pound package of clothing, Make all checks.and
money orders payable to ACEWR, 197 Second Ave.,.
New York 3, N. Y. i =

‘habit to-desecrate Leftn’s ahni-
in whieh he accused Truman of
| betraying Roosevelt’s . program.
Back to FDR! This is the slogan
of the American Stalinists. Can
anyone square this with Lenin’s
fight against the subordination
of the working class to the liber-
al capitalists? The Stalinists
strive desperately for the right
to belong to the liberal capital-
ist camp. They are not wanted.
They are kicked in the teeth.
But they continue to beg for the
right to participate. With Roose-
velt gone, they are desperately

hanging on to Wallace's coat-

tails. But Lenin caried on a dif-
ferent kind of struggle. He

fought the Mensheviks because
they clung to the liberal capital-
ists. Lenin fought for working-
class independence and self-re-
liance.

Lenin is remembered th;e world

over as the leader of the Russian

Lenin’s role in the Russian

Revolution would have been in- |

Strikes In Spain

Are Spreading

PARIS, Jan, 17 — News
from Spain is that the strike

movement is spreading. Dur-
ing the past few weeks
strikes broke out in the big

“Gerona’” factory (reported
in last week’s Militant) and
in the textile plants, “Batilo
¥ Trinchet,” “Puig Marti”
and “Espange Industrielle,” all

in Barcelona.

The gas workers of “Barcelo-

neta,” a maritime district of Bar-
celona, started a stay-in strike.

The workers of the paper fac-
tory, “Godo,” which is the owner

of one of Barcelona's main news-
papers, also went on strike.

Though the employers are for-
bidden to come to any agreement
with striking workers, in the

end they always agree to the
workers’
Wwages and better food.

demands for bhetter
The police intervene agaihst.

the strikers. Sometimes they

throw the workers out of the

factories; sometimes they stage

mass ‘arrests. But more than

once they have had to release
the 'workers because the work-

ers refused to leave the factories
while their fellow-workers were

|common bond — defense of the
general interests of the capital-
. ists. They know that they have
 to unite against the proletarian
upsurge. This is the meaning of

lot. Lechin has stated publicly

and union bureaucrats were try-
ing to break the strike through
hunger.

But they did not reckon with
the strikers’ extraordinary de-
termination. Without money,
without food, without coal in
freezing weather, the strikers
and their wives held fast. They
istat,ed they would rather sell
their last chair than retreat. Not
a single dockworker answered
the many attempts by union
leaders and employers to hire
strikebreakers.

The PCI, Belgian section of
the: Fourth International, .after
intervening to strengthen the
strike and win support for it
throughout the country, called

a mass meeting on the strike in
Antwerp on Jan. 6. As soon as it
was announced, the union bu-
reaucrats decided to hold an
earlier meeting. The Big Busi-
ness paper, Le Soir, acknowl-
edged this was an attempt by
the union leaders to regain some

|interests of the mining mag- [name of Juan Lechin, against his | of the influence they had already
‘nate Patino, and of Anglo-Ar- i will, on its vice-presidential bal- |lost to the Trotskyists.

Over 8,000 strikers attended the

| that he reserves the right to pro- | meeting called by the union lead-

:secute them in criminal action.

ers, Booed by the audience, these

The victory of the Stalinists bureaucrats claimed they had

sign of strength. It -only demon- | got themselves into.” They said
strates the growing political con-  they had finally asked the boss-
sciousness of the peasants who |es for a premium of 24 francs

supported the opportunists
against the USR slate which was

| for travel outside of work hours;
and since the bosses had turned

the cordial embraces by Hertzog backed by the landowners. This |it down, they now were going to

and Guachalla before represen-
tatives of the press and of their
mutual guarantees that the elec-
tions would be clean and demo-
cratic, that they will be an exam-
ple to posterity no matter who
' wins.

Against the candidates presen-
ted by the capitalists has risen
the Proletarian TUnited Front,
which is supported by the RWP.
This united front abstained from
the presidential and vice-presi-
dential election, and has instead,
intervened in the electoral strug-

igle in various mining centers.

| SOME VICTORIES

Although formed only recent-
ly, the Proletarian United Front
'has nevertheless gained some
'outstanding  victories, which
!show clearly the power of the
‘revolutionary upsurge, sweeping
Bolivia. The Bolivian upsurge
heralds the revolutionary wave
approaching in all of Latin Am-~
erica. In spite of the fabulous
resources at the disposal of both
capitalist parties, in spite of all
the wire-pulling, all the deceit,
s0 classic in Bolivian elections,
several revolutionary workers’
representatives will go to the
next Parliament. They are:

Deputies:

Guillermo Lora (RWP) from
Bustillos.

Humberto Salamanca (RWP)
from Dalence,

Javier Aspiazu (RWP) from
Larecaja.

A, Costa de la Torre (miner)
from Pacajes.

Anibal Vargas (miner) from
Sud Chichas.

Mario Torrez .(miner) from
Quijarro.

. Senators:

Juan Lechin (miner) elected both
in Potosi and in Oruro — In
both by majority.

Lucio Mendivil (RWP) second
majority in Potosi.

As compared to the number of
Stalinist deputies that may come
to more than 30, these represen-
tatives will, perhaps seem very
few, But their importance is
enormous. This is the first time
that Trotskyist deputies will en-
ter the Bolivian Parliament.
And — as far as I know — Bol-
ivia is the first country in the
Western Hemisphere to have
Trotskyists in its Congress.
~ During these elections there
were other factors present which
are worthy of mention:

The Revolutionary National-
ist Movement (recently deposed
from the government), has been
defeated in the entire Repub-
lic and will have only one deputy,

very victory shows the inconsist-
encies of Stalinism, since the rev-
olutionary road to the peasants
is through the working class. In
'the mining centers the PIR has
i suffered some crushing defeats.
| Thus, for example, Jose Antonio

' Arze, chief of the PIR, was de-

feated in the senatorial election
| in Oruro by the Proletarian Uni-
| ted Front candidate, Juan Lech-
in.

The Bolivian Workers Socialist
Party, led by Tristan Maroff, is
to the left of the Stalinists. But
it is more adventurist than re-
volutionary, and it has failed
throughout the country and will
not have a single representative
in Parliament. With the height-
ening of the crisis, as Trotsky
foresaw, the centrists must fold
up.

The Bolivian “Socialist” Fal-
ange, a fundamentally fascist
grouping, will have two represen-
tatives in the Parliament, Its
growth is due to the deepening
of the crisis and th. aggravation
of the class struggle. If hitherto,
they were simply a gang of ad-
venturers and killers at the beck
and call of any Minister who
bought their services, today they
must be considered as the last
reserve of the big capitalists
faced with the rising tide of the
proletariat.

Such in general is the picture
of the latest elections in Bolivia.
It has not yet been determined
who won the Presidency, al-
though Hertzog has a slight
lead over Gauchalla. Probably
neither will have the required
majority of votes (at present the
count shows them almost tied).
In the event of a tie, the Con-
gress will decide on the Presi-
dential contest. But even if Hert-
zog should be elected president,
it is almost certain that Yankee
imperialism will predominate.

Whichever capitalist group lifts
itself into power, the revolution-
ary struggle of the RWP can-
not be stopped. Ever greater and
more important working class
sections rally to its banner. The
slogan of the Proletarian United
Front, as a broad mass organiza-
tion for the struggle against cap-
italism, against misery and
agalnst fascism, has already de-
monstrated its superiority over
the opportunist slogan of “Na-
tional Unity” advanced by the
Stalinists.

The RWP is converting itself
into a mass party. And this is
undoubtedly the most salient
fact about present political de-

! recognize the strike and author-
| ize payment of strike benefits.

DENOUNCED BUREAUCRATS

Backed by the 8,000 strikers, the
militant unionist Doremans de-
nounced the bureaucrats for
trying to take over and behead
a movement they had betrayed
:at the beginning. He urged the
strikers to fight for wage raises
that would keep up with rising
costs and ended with an appeal
for a general strike to achieve
this. This speech attracted much
attention in the capitalist press.

Since the workers stood firm

Belgium’s BiggestPostwar Strike
Won By 14,000 Dock Workers

]
By H.
(Special to The Militant)
BRUSSELS, Belgium, Jan. 17 — The stubborn, four-
week strike waged by the dock-workers of Antwerp against

strike. The government, bosseson their demands, the bosses

were compelled to acknowledge
defeat. They offered a.substan-
tial increase in the basic rate, a
special travel premium, higher
premiums for heavy and dan-

gerous work. Altogether these -

concessions amounted to a raise
of over 30 per cent. No dock-
worker will earn less than 200
franes under these gains.
Another strike meeting took
place on Jan. 11, with more than
11,000 present, including many

down and when the show-down .:

changed the whole relationship

. Loowef
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women. After the bureaucrats

recommended a return to work,
Doremans asked for permission
to speak, but the bureaucrats had
him forcibly ejected by the pol-

ice. To protest this shameful pro- .

cedure, more than 5,000 dock-

workers left the hall with him.
After that the meeting voted, by
5,000 to 1,000, to return to work.

While the union leaders, CP
and SP called for the end of the
strike, the PCI showed conclu-
sively that it was the only or-
ganization in the country con-
sistently defending the workers®
interests. Its energetic and per-
sistent work was responsible for
forcing the union bureaucrats to

[change their attitude to the

| strike i :
Yankee imperialism. Even though | (PIR) in different rural areas tried “to bring the strikers out and for frightening the

|they are enemies, they have a should not be interpreted as a!of the bad situation they had

employers to offer concessions to
prevent development of mass in-
fluence for the Trotskyists.

.In Antwerp itself the PCI pub-
lished four different leaflets,
guiding and encouraging the

| strikers. More than 1,000 workers

came to the PCI strike .meeting
despite the terrible frost »nd ap-
plauded the speeches of Dore-
mans and Vereecken.

Throughout the country the
PCI aided the strike, arousing
workers’ solidarity through post-
ers, leaflets, speeches at union
meetings, collection of funds, ete.
The response to these activities
was encouraging and confirmed
the impression from the recent
convention of the FGTB (irade
union federation) that a broad
left-wing is in process of crystal-
ization in the Belgian union
movement.

International Notes

U, S. and British diplomats are
preparing “to woo Poland's So-
cialist party . . . as a result of
the Peasant party’s eclipse in
Sunday’s elections,” sdccording
to a dispatch from Warsaw in
the Jan. 256 N. Y. Times. Ap-
parently the U. S.-British gov-
ernments feel that Mikolajezyk
and his Peasant party have out-
lived their usefulness as a means
of exerting pressure on the Stal-
inist-controlled Polish govern-
ment. Mikolajezyk’s organiza-
tion, credited with only 10 per
cent of more than 11 million
votes cast in the election, claims
it was cheated of a majority of
the votes through terror, intimi-
dation and fraud.

* & %

In the Brazilian elections last
week the Stalinists and Stalin-
ist-backed candidates polled be-
tween 16 and 20 per cent of the
5,000,000 votes cast, despite vici-
ous attacks by President Dutyga
and the Catholic Church. The CP
vote has” doubled in the last 13
months.

® % %

The Indian Assembly which is
supposed to draw up a constitu-
tion met again last week, with
the Moslem League still absent,
used some “bold” language about
having the “firm and solemn re-
solve to proclaim India as an in-
dependent sovereign republie,”
did nothing about this resolve
and adjourned uhtil April

LI I

The Indo-Chinese struggle for
independence has the support of
all the masses in the Far East.
In Burma a voluntary expedi-
tionary force to go to the aid
of Viet Nam was organized
early last month. A students’
“Viet Nam Day” march was vio-
lently attacked by police in Cal-

50 injured, and 200 arrested, in= ;

cluding 15 girls.
* % %

Skimpy dispatches from Trini-
dad during the last week reveal
a tense labor struggle theras
which began over a strike in the
United British Oilfields. A state
of emergency was declared by
the British Governor, and severe
‘attacks were launched against
the Empire Workers Trade Un-
ion, led by Uriah Butler. Picket=
ing and even the right to meet
were prohibited, and arrests of
Butler’s followers quickly mount=
ed to 600 after police raided the

union’s headquarters. “e

* % =

The general strike of Japan’s
government employes, scheduled
for Feb. 1, was temporarily can=
celed last week as the union
agreed to negotiate further on
the basis of the government’s of-
fer of a 25 per cent wage in-
crease and other concessions.
The threatened strike would
have paralyzed the nation’s rail-
way transport, communications,
water and sanitary services.

*® & =

An effort to appease foreign
opinion by giving the hated
Greek government a more “lib-
eral” tinge led to the appoint=-
ment of a new Greek cabinet
last week. Banker and monarch-
ist Demetrios Maximos replaced
his party comrade, Constantin
Tsaldaris, as premier, with Tsal-
daris becoming vice-premier and
foreign minister. But the fight-
ing in many parts of Greece
continues between the new par-

tisan movement and government
and royalist terrorist bands. A -

strike of civil service workers af-
fecting postal and telegraph ser=
vices throughout the nation was

| kept'in- detention. - < - in spite ‘of having utilized the 'velopments in Bolivia. cutta last week; one was killed, | also reported last week.
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“We have entered
an epoch when the
periods of economic
revival are shert-
lived, while the per-
iods of depression be-
come deeper and
deeper,”

—Leon Trotsky

Aid The SWP Fund

Big Business is pouring millions of dollars
into the anti-labor campaign. The corpora-
tions made heavy contributions to the cam-
paign funds of the Republican and Democratic

Congressmen who are pushing through the

vicious anti-union legislation in Washington.
The entire capitalist press, controlled by mil-
lionaires and subsidized by the big advertisers,
is filled with poisonous propaganda designed
to turn public opinion against the unions and
help deprive the working class of its hard-won
rights. ’

The American labor movement was never
in greater need of capable.leadership and
staunch defenders. The Socialist Workers
Party and The Militant have undertaken to
arouse the ranks of labor for a unified coun-
ter-offensive against the anti-union forces.

But the Socialist Workers Party does not
have any of the vast financial resources placed
at the disposal of the Republicans and Dem-
ocrats by the capitalists. It must carry on
its important work under great material dif-
ficulties and handicaps.

The Socialist Workers Party has been ex-
tremely hard-hit by the inflation. Publishing
costs, for example, have almost doubled since
early 1945 and the printers have just sent no-
tice of another big increase. Costs of other
activities have gone up proportionately.

To meet this emergency, the Soclalist Work-
ers Party has launched a campaign to raise
$20,000. Readers of The Militant have no

doubt been following the progress of this cam--

paign from week to week. A gratifying num-
_ ber have already made contributions to this
Fund, either through the SWP branch in their
city or directly to this paper.

Although this campaign is half over, less
than half of the $20,000 total has been received
to date. Last week’s results indicate that
this lag is beginning to be overcome, and we
confidently expect the rate of returns to
‘mount in the weeks ahead.

But if the $20,000 goal is to be attained, ad-
ditional assistance is urgently needed from &
greater number of Militant subscribers. You
understand the important role of the Social-
ist Workers Party in mobilizing labor's ranks
against the anti-union drive. You are ac-
quainted with its sterling record in the fight
to maintain and advance the rights and living
standards of the workers. You have seen the
members of the SWP in the forefront of the
struggle against Jim Crow, anti-Semitism, and
the fascist Gerald L. K. Smith. You know that
the SWP points the way to a Socialist Amer-
ica and a Socialist world, free of war, poverty,
national and race hate.

The continuation of all these activities de-
pends upon prompt fulfillment of the $20,000
Emergency Fund. We urge every reader to
help by sending a contribution at once, care
of The Militant, 116 University Place, New
York 3, N. Y.

Class Government

The government has publicly and demon-
stratively intervened in an attempt to sway
the pending court decision on portal-to-portal
pay.
eral Judge Picard to reverse his decision in the
Mt. Clemens Pottery case, then the profit-
mongering capitalists are confident all the
suits now pending for portal-to-portal back
pay due millions of workers will be thrown
out of court.

Judge Picard has been denounced, ridiculed
and even threatened with impeachment. But
government intervention in behalf of bosses
under suit for back pay is the most spectacu-
lar and outrageous move in the high-pressure
campaign to influence the judge.

The attitude of the capitalists and their gov-
ernment toward this judge who happened to
rule in favor of the workers offers an instruct-
ive study by way of contrast to their attitude
toward Judge Qoldsborough who fined the
United Mine Workers $3,500,000. They ap-
plauded and cheered and hailed Goldsborough
as the very acme of judicial wisdom.

Even if.Judge Picard now reverses himself
so that he can be approved by the coupon-
clippers as “judicious,” Wall Street does not
intend to call off its dogs. Senator Capehart
has announced that no matter what happens
in the courts, the Republican Senate machine
will proceed according to plan to cut out the
heart of the Fair Labor Standards Act under

If the government can persuade Fed-

which Judge Picard made his decision.

By intervening with all its tremendous.

weight to make sure one judge gets properly
lined up, the government has dramatically
demonstrated how it acts as the instrument
of monopoly capital.

Tﬁe War Crooks

We will certainly shed no tears if the U.B.
courts throw the book at Andrew J. May, form-
er chairman of the House Military Affairs
Committee, who was Indicted last week for
complicity in the war frauds of the $78,000,-
000 Garsson arms combine.

-~ But we recognize the justification for his

complaint that he did nothing that was not
being done by all the rest of the Congressmen.
If he is gullty — and the evidence is over-
whelming — then so are they all gullty.
In a sense, May is simply being used a§ a
fall-guy for the crimes of the whole war gov-
ernment. The spotlight of publicity is being
concentrated on one criminal official who was
associated with a relatively chicken-feed out-
fit. The biggest government crooks and graft-
ers, those who turneéd.the bulk of the war

contracts over to the hundred largest-corpor- -

ations, are covering themselves up and trying

- to turn all attention to May and his small-

time associates.

Giant monopolies like General Motors, which
alone received over 13 billions in war con-
tracts, or eight per cent of the total, didn’t
have to resort to the crude methods of the Gar-
ssons. General Motors or U.S. Steel or du Pont
could simply refuse — and did refuse — to

accept war contracts until they secured their

price. These great monopolies controlled war
production. It was the small-fry operators,
like the Garssons, who had to use petty meth-

‘ods of bribery to dip their fingers in the war

profits gravy bowl. .
The prosecution of May and his war con-

* tractor assoclates is being pushed, in fact, by

the political tools of the big war racketeers.
They're preparing for World War III. They
want to give the impression that the next
war is going to be an “honest” one by sacrific-
ing a few two-bit profiteers of this last war.
And they want to discourage any small inde-
pendent capitalists from horning in on the
war contracts next time.

After World War I there was a series of in-

vestigations of the scandalous war profiteer-
ing and graft. Not one of the big crooks was
put behind bars. They were left free to enjoy
their blood-drenched wealth and to reap riew
profits out of the agony of the second imper-
falist world war. The same thing is taking
place now. -

Only when the. triumphant American work-
ing class takes power and throws open the
hidden records of the capitalist government
war agencies and the corporations, will the
full facts be made known. Only when the big
war criminals stand before the bar of working
class justice will they pay the penalties for
their abominations agalnst mankind.

Student Of Hitler

Last year Drew Pearson, the Washington
columnist, revealed that Eugene Talmadge,
who had then won the Democratic Party prim-
ary for Governor of Georgia, “boasts he read
Mein Kampf seven times, makes no secret of
being a student of Hitler methods.”

His son, Herman Talmadge, “pretender” to
the Governor’s seat made vacant by the death
of Talmadge the Elder, has proved to be a
genuine chip off the old block. As the oust-
ed Governor Ellis Arnall describes young Tal-
madge’s usurpation of power: “This is a de-
liberate experiment of whether Nazi methods
and the methods of the Columbians can be
used to seize the government by force. That
was the formula in Italy and Germany.”

The dictatorial pattern continues to un-
wind in Georgla. Accused of violating the
will of the people, Talmadge has responded
with a favorite device of dictators—the offer
to hold a plebiscite.

How worthless plebiscites are in general can
be judged from those conducted by Hitler
which invariably returned big “ja” majorities
with the help of terror and intimidation. Tal-
madge’s proffered plebiscite would prove no
exception.

First of all it would not be conducted as
a general election with all parties free to ap-
pear on the ballot and the citizenry free to vote
for a candidate of their choice. It would be
confined to a primary of the Democratic Party.

Secondly, it would be a lily-white poll with
hnudreds of thousands of American citizens
barred because of color.

But not even these dictatorial provisions
complete the “catches” in Talmadge's offer.
Among the white oligarchy of the Democratic
Party, those in rural areas would receive a
weighted vote to cut down the strength of
those in the cities.

This would seem sufficlent guarantee. How-
ever, the Georgia student of Hitler's methods
intended to take not even the remotest chance.
The primary would be conducted by the Dems-
ocratic State Executive Committee, a body ut-
terly subservient to Talmadge. They would
appoint all the election officials, compile the
vote, and—of course—announce the result.

But not even this completes the picture.
Bucked by powerful, labor-hating Georgia in-
dustrial and financial interests, Talmadge ap-
pears to have unlimited funds to grease an
electoral machine so that the vote turns out
“right.” Already charges have heen hurled
publicly in Georgia of the role huge bribes
played in convincing the Legislature it should
rubber-stamp the usurpation of power.

M. E. Thompson, who would be the contest-
ant in the plebiscite, has been described as a
“liberal.” But Thompson is not one whit
cleaner than his foul rival. Thompson is a
“liberal” who stands committed to Talmadge’s
lynch law program of Negro-hating, Jew-bait-
ing, anti-labor, Jim Crow, white supremacy.

He has refused to participate in the proposed .

plebiscite only because he sees nothing to
gain from it. :

O L]

“I don’t care what it costs —move that plant gate up to the belt

line! I ain’t paying portal-to-portal!”

CASUALTY by Robert Low-
ry, New Direction, 1946, 153
pp., $2.

war.
will be able to recognize it as
the best and most honest hook
yet written about the U. S. Army
in World War II.

The plot is very simple. Snow

of the guard is a new man, Joe
volunteers to take Johnny's place
on guard that night; although

This first novel will not be |it is against regulations, Carlyle
liked by the brass hats or liter- |finally consents because he does
ary pimps still trying to euver|ﬂ0t want to get the reputation
up the true nature of the recent of 2 rat by turning his tent-

But millions of  veterans  mate in.

| But that night Colonel Polaski,
| still upset by the inspectinn and
fears about his own future, sud-
idenly decides to inspect the
(guard himself. He recognizes

falling over Italy in January, Joe, discovers Carlyle permitted

1945 grounds the Air Force rec-

. onnaisance planes at the San

Cialo airfield on the Foggia
Plain. This:stops the war tem-
porarily at the field, giving the

~men time-to think and making

them restless and discontented.

A general comes on an inspec-
tion tour of the field. The com-
manding officer, Colonel Polas-
ki, who feels insecure about his
position, is worried about the in-
spection and its possible effects
on his own ambition to become
a general. Every unit has heen
warned in advance and the in-
spection goes off fairly well.

When the general & comes
through the photographic - dée-
veloping room, it is a beehive of
activity, turning out photographs
at mass production—even though:
it is a complete waste of paper
and 70 men’s time for they are
old photographs, re-developed
now only to make the inspec-
tion look good. Still, the colonel
sees many things he does not
like.

At the same time young Cor-
poral Johnny Conkle gets a let-
ter from his girl, telling him she
is going to marry someone else.
Broken-hearted, he gets drunk,
although he is to go on guard
that afternoon.

He is found in this condition
by his two tent-mates—Pfc. Joe
Hammond, who works in the
public relations office and is be-
coming conscious of a great
hatred for the Army and its caste
system, and Sgt. Carlyle. who
takes the Army seriously and
does all his tasks conscientious-

Joe to go on guard in Johnny's
name, and court-martials them.
' Joe is reduced to a private. So
|is Carlyle, for probably the one
' friendly human act in his life.
| Joe is also transferred from
| the PRO to a job washing jeeps.
| He doesn’t mind that because if
. is morally cleaner work. As he
/left to report to the motor pool,
the snow had stopped and mil-
| itary activity was being resumed.
"But he felt no connection with
lit all. He wasn't on either side
of this war—it was their war, the
war of men he hated, like Po-
laski. -

But, he checked himself, was
hié saying this 'bethuse he had
‘been hit personally?* “But no,
he thought, he'd been against
it all along. He'd been human,
that was all. He'd not wanted

entious objector, to tear himself
away from the experience of his
fellow men. He had wanted the
experience if the rest of the
world was to have it . . . But it’§
a blank experience, he thought
Instead of going to the motor
pool, Joe stops at some hars, gets
drunk and is hit and killed by
an Army truck. He. is another
‘casualty of the war, one of the
great number inflicted not by
the enemy, but by the Army sys-
tem itself.

This novel deserves a very
wide distribution; especially now
when the brass hats are trying
to further Prussianize the coun-
try by instituting peacetime con-
scription.

ly. Because the officer in charge

—George Breitman

to make a stand, to be a consci-

SLAVE AND CITIZEN: THE
NEGRO IN THE AMER-
ICAS by Frank Tannen-
baum, Alfred A. Knopf, 128
pp., 1947, $2,

Another blow at the myth of
racial superiority is struck by
Frank Tannenbaum in this re-
vealing account of Negro life in
the Americas. He shows that
| while Negro slaves in the United
| States were confined to planta-
‘tlon and domestic labor, their
brothers in Latin America, slave
|and free, were engaged in every
_occupation, including thé pro-
 fessions of teaching, medicine
| and law.

In the United States they were
held as chattels, with no more
‘rights than cattle. In Latin
America, they possessed a few
human rights. For instance,
 slave families could not be brok-
len up and sold separately; if
i brutally treated, slaves could sue
for freedom, and sometimes win
it. They could marry free
whites, and they had the right
to buy their freedom with money
earned through holiday labor.

Tens of thousands of Negro
slaves in Latin America did be-
‘com free, and as free men,
merged with the white popula-
tion, acquiring property, inter-
marrying, etc. Economic status,
not color, was the dividing line
drawn between masters and
slaves, for Negroes were becom-
ing a part of the ruling class.

Where Jim Crow erupts in
South America today, it is a
product mainly of Wall Street
pressure, for Yankee imperialism
strives to make its colonies re-
flect its own evils.

Tannenbaum slurs over the
| different material bases for slav-
ery on the two continents. He
prefers to see the cause of dis-
crimination in “moral codes,”
without understanding that these
codes themselves are part and
parcel of the capitalist product-
ive system. Nevertheless his book
is an addition to the weapons
against racial discrimination.

—Ruth Benson

Congressmen At Work

. Streamlining Didn't

Last Long

The appearance of Congress on
a typical day invariably invites
acid remarks from visitors in
the galleries. Sometimes only a
bare handful of Senators or Rep-
resentatives are present, droning
remarks into the record. Where
are the rest of the law-makers?
asks the surprised visitor.

For years Wall Street’s Con-
gressmen denied it bored them
stiff to listen to the speech-
making and that they preferred
sitting in bars and swank clubs
running up the expense accounts
of Big Business lobbyists. They
claimed their activities on com-
mittees left little time to fol-
low the speech-making, valuable
as that might be. ;

Finally committees became so
numerous, duplicated each other
in so many fields, and accomp-
lished so little, that they be-
came a standing Washington
joke. Last year Congress de-
cided to “stream-line” itself, by
consolidating the 33 Senate
committees to 15 and the 48
House committees to 19, and
limiting service of members on
no more than two committees.

The Congressional Reorgani-
zation Act, as it was called, quite
incidentally boosted the salaries
of Congressmen from $10,000 a
year to $12,500 plus a $2,500 tax
free expense account and $8,000
for an administrative “assist-
ant.” In addition, Congress set
up a Social Security system that
permits ex-legislators to retire ety

> Al ot s

63 with a comifortable income
guaranteed for the rest of their
lives, even though they may
spend only a few years in Con-
gress.

The 80th Congress is contin-
uing the pay boost and the So-
cial Security set up. But the
streamlining didnt last very
long. No sooner had appoint-
ments been made tv the stand-
ing committees, than the Taft
Senate machine moved the con-
tinuation of the War Investi-
gating Committee. This special
committee has begun the in-
vestigation of war frauds, etc.,
and the Taft machine wants it
to continue this work. That is
the laudable motive they offer
the public. . '

Two days later the Taft ma-
chine followed up with another
special commitiee, on small busi-
ness. In the House, represent-
atives under control of Governor
Dewey of New York want a spe-
clal committes to investigate

Government press agents.

The real reasons for these spe-
cial committees are not so pub-
lic-spirited as the Republicans
make out. Fach committee gets
sometimes hundreds of thous-
ands of dollars to hand out to
political friends in carrying on
“investigations.” The Chairman
of a committee gets a great deal
of publicity, especially if his
committee is assigned to uncover
a little graft. The power to set
up these committees, and to end
them at will, thus gives Taft in
the Senate and the Dewey forces
in the House the means to con-

solidate their factional control.

Grinding thelr own factional
axe, the Democrats pointed out
that the War Investigating Com.
mittee covered a field already
assigned bto other committees,
and that its work could easily
be carried on by a regular com-
mittee,

But the Republicans paid lit-
tle attention to Democratic ar-
guments, although some of them
bit sharply, knowing that if the
Democrats were in the majority
they too would proceed to tight-

in precisely the same way.

Congress turned out to be noth-
ing but camouflage to cover up

100 per cent boost in pay for the
“assistant,” and the social se-
curity provisions for Congress-

ki
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en machine control of Congress

Thus the Act to “stream-line”

the 50 per cent raise in pay, the .

When A Negro Was
Mississippi's Senator .

“ ., .. when Mississippl did have a Negro (U, 8.
Senator . .. that Senator’s eloquent.appeal for fairs
ness in elections was spread upon the record of
Congress to supply a strange contrast with the doc-
trine of ‘white supremacy’ preached so violently
nowadays by Mr, Bilbo,” declared Bert Andrews In
an article in the Jan. 18 .{. Y, Herald Tribune,

The Negro Senator referred to was Blanche K.
Bruce, who was born a slave in Virginia and elect=
ed as U, 8, Senator from Mississippi (1875 to 1881)
in the final days of the Reconstruction Era, before
the Republicans and Democrats made their un-
holy deal to disfranchise the Negroes ir the South,

Andrews demonstrates the difference between
Bruce and Bilbo by quoting from theiir remarks on
the question of elections:

Bruce: “But if it can be shown thet we have used
the ballot either to abridge the rights of our fellow

citizens or to oppress them; if it shall appear that -

we have ever used our newly acquir:d power as &
sword of attack and not as a shield of defense, then
we may with some show of propriety be charged with
incapacity, dishonesty or tyranny. But even then,
I submit that the corrective is in the hands of the
people, and not of a favored class, and the remedy
is in the honest exercise of the ballot and not in
fraud and violence.”

Bilbo: “I sald that the best time to keep a nigger

away from a white primary in Mississippi was to

see him the night before.”

_Democratic Procedure
And The Bilbo Fight

By George Breitman

The whole labor movement, the Negro people,

the Jews and other minority groups rejoiced when

Bilbo was prevented from taking a seat in the U. 8.

Senate last month, It was the mounting mass press-

ure that forced the Senate to take this action, and

the masses of the people sensed this. At .the samas ~ e

time they were dissatisfied with the Republican-

Democratic compromise by which Bilbo continues to: i

draw pay as a Senator while the question of seat= .

ing ;him is postponed indefinitely, They were also
dissatisfied because this ~compromise, while barring

Bilbo temporarily, leaves the system of Bilboism * -

untouched.
The Southern Democrats carried on a vigorous

fight to seat Bilbo, The whole procedure is urn-:

democratic, they shouted, demanding that he be
seated first and tried later. This same complaint is
heard, oddly enough, from a section of the anti-
Bilbo movement—the editors of Labor Action, paper
of the Workers Party (Shachtmanites), '

“While we are eager to drive Bilbo out of publie
life, we cannot condone the undemocratic methéd
by which the Senate was preparing to bar him,”
they declare on Jan, 13. “The attemipt to prevent
his being seated meant to deprive him of the right
to speak in his defense on the floor of the bedy
taking action against him.”

In the tone of petty bourgeois civil libertarians
defending the democratic rights of faseists,
Shachtmanites uphold Bilbo's right to pour more

filth from the Senate: floor on the heads of Negroes, ~°

Jews, Italians and other minorities. Or, to put it
more exactly, they think he should be given one
more chance to exercise that right:

A democratic procedure would have been first to
seat him and then to bring him up on trial for ex-
pulsion on the ground that he violated democratic
rights of MNegroes. This matter is particularly im-
portant, since the proposed method of unseating
Bilbo might set a precedent for barring radicals or
socialists in the futurd.”

To begin with, there is something fantastic about
the discussion of “democratic procedure” in con=-
nection with Bilbo. His election was itself a mockery
of democratic procedure, being based on the dis-
franchisement of the mass of poor Negroes and poor
whites in the poll tax and Jim Crow state of Mis=
sissippi. From the standpoint of genuifiely demo-
cratic procedure, it is correct to challenge not only

Bilbo's right fo sit in the Senate for even 60 sec-

onds, but all of his fellow poll taxers as well.

The whole argument of Labor Action’s editors is
restricted within the confines of capitalist demo=
cracy and all of its fraudulent formalities.

What really dictated the Senate procedure on Bilbo?
It was the pressure of the masses. In this sense the
refusal to seat Bilbo was truly democratic. What
the Senate should be condemned for was its re=

fusal to go all the way on the question of Bilboism. : i,

How relevant is Labor Action’s profound reasoning
about the importance of parliamentary precedent?

Capitalist politicians have never needed precedents ’

in the past to bar representatives of labor from
legislative bodies, as was shown after World War I
when five Socialist Party assemblymen were barred
from the New York Legislature. The right of labor
representatives to sit in capitalist parliaments—Ilike
all the democratic rights of labor—Iis not décided by
parliamentary procedure, but by the existing rela=
tion of class forces.

Labor Action’s wonderful proposal i§ to seat rep-

resentatives before excluding them. But couldn’t

capitalist politiclans bar labor representatives from
the Senate just as easily under that procedure as
under the one Labor Action “cannot condone”? Only
people who are hypnotized by capitalist legality,
could defend Bilbo in -the belief tkat thereby they
were defending democratic riglits. Only people who
have forgotten or never known Lenin’s teachings on
the class character of the state, could rest their de-
fense of democratic rights on parliamentary pre=
cedents. . s

The truth is that the r asses understood this ques=
tion where the Shachtmanites didn’'t. That was hee
cause the masses approached it with a class ins=
tinct, feeling that barring the chief symbol of Bilbo=
ism from the Senate was a victory for them. While

the Shachtmanites, bewitched with petty bourgeois
concepts of pure above-class democracy on this as =

on other questions, not only failed to understand
what they were writing about, but ended up by give
ing objective aid to Bilbo’s supporters in the Senate.

The End Of The Comintern

By James P. Cannon
With
Manifesto Of The Fourth Interna-
- tional On The Dissolution Of
The Comintern

36 pages 10 cents
~ Pioneer Publishers
1 1.6 U;:vemtyl’l, N.Y.3, NY.
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are so engrossed by trese formalities that they:
overlook the most important aspect of this question.
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£ Raf Hordes Menace
Akron Families

Editor: .

A dangerous situation affect-
ing the health of Akron is rap-
idly developing because of the
failure of city authorities to deal
with the rat problem. While the
‘number of rats is increasing and
' while many of them are invad-
ing homes, the city authorities
are passing the buck to the
housing authority whose build- |
ings, made of flimsy materials
during the war, are easy prey for |
the rodents.

Last week the home of Paul
Carmichael, 325 Hickory St.,
was invaded several times by |
rats that have eaten large holes |

-’ in the walls in several places.

The project where this home is
located was built in an area al-
[ mast completely surrounded by
| dumps which are being used by
trash collectors. These dumps
provide a feeding ground for |
rats, |

CITY LAX

addition, the city is very
1 in removing garbage, some-
times allowing over a month to
pass between collections., Car-
michael told me:

“We are afraid to leave the
dren unwatchew. I have
ced traps near every hole in
the house and have caught many
large ones.. The main problem
| removing the garbage and the

By Leonard Miller ‘
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 24 — |
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. The Work-ers’ Forum columns are open to the opinions of the readers of “The Militant”. Letters
re welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include your name and
ess. Indicate it you do not want your name printed.

dumps right in back of our
house."”

» Other tenants reported seeing
many rats in the area and hear-
ing them underneath the houses
| and on the roofs.
' said, “In the summer time the
rats run races 8p and down the worcers Party, attended by more
walks and we can sit and place

bets on them.”

One tenant

Other tenants reported seeing

hordes of rats coming towards
the houles from the dumps.

The tenants are aroused over

the fact that the city officials
are ignoring this problem which
is & menace to the entire com-
munity, It is reported that they
are preparing to organize to get | for adequate housing.
some action. .

Milton Genecin
Akron, O.

Belgian Reader Wants
U.S. Correspondent

Editor:

I am a Belgian reader of The

Militant who would like to ex-
change ideas about politics, lit- pgrties as agents of the power-

erature, etc., with American
comrades, masculine or femin-

ine,
b A, C.
Belgium

Editors’ Note: Any readers who
wish to correspond with A, C.

should address their first letters

to THE MILITANT, and we will

| forward it.

First SWP Meeting In
Bedford-Stuyvesant

Editor:

The first open meeting of the
newly formed Bedford-Stuyves-
ant branch of the Socialist

than thirty workers from the
area last Sunday, featured a
' rousing discussion of the SWP
housing program.

A forceful account of the haz-

| 38 per cent of the goal.

0f 320,

By William F. Warde

so far received in any single week of the ea mpaign.
‘Total contributions now amount to s'?.'525.14, or

Thirteen cities collaborated in this consider-
able spurt in the campaign. Special distinction
this week belongs to Boston and New York.
Boston climbed into the select circle of the
100 Per Cent Club along with St, Louis and
Buffalo. “We were able to go over the top.,” says
Jane Kitting, Boston's Fund Director, “thanks to
the seriousness with which everyone here viewed

ardous, overcrowded tenement
conditions in the neighborhood

cently elected secretary of the
 branch. He concluded with an
l appeal to those present to join
| the ranks of the SWP in its fight

The Party's housing program
was presented by Robert Lary,
' militant young Negro unionist.
Analyzing the main provisions
of the Wagner - Ellender - Taft
bill, he contrasted its inadequacy
with the SWP demand for an 18
billion dollar federal housing
program,
| Exposing the records: of the
Democratic and Republican

| ful real estate interests, Lary
sounded a warning about the

| need to launch an immediate

fight against threatened rent
rises.

(At the conclusion of the meet-
ing two workers applied for mem-
bership in the Party.

) H. R.
. Brooklyn, N, X,

der unwholesome working con-
ditions.”
Leon T. Stern, Secretary of

rimes A yainsf_ _Youth Discussed Film Shown At
At Philadelphia Militant Forum

Lenin Meeting
In Youngstown

| people pledged an entire week’s pay; married
was given by Herbert Jones, re-

the financial needs of the organization. Single

couples without children didfthe same: and those
with family obligations made the maximum pos-
sible effort.”

L] ® *

New York’s Fund Director Duncan Conway
writes: “Although we realize that percentages
are decisive in the long run, and New York still
has quite a way to go before joining the branches
at the top of the column, we still feel justified in
pointing with pride to the $828.05 turned in last
week. This is more than the total collected na-
tionally in the previous week, and lifts our grand
total to $2,514.23, or 42 per cent.

“The comrades here are meeting this important
task in a really inspiring way. We expect to be
there on top with the other 100 per cent branches
before the campaign ends.”

Harlem branch held its second social for the
Fund last Saturday night. Gloria Wall reports;
“In addition to making $25 for the Harlem quota,
the social was gratifying because of the number of
new friends and sympathizers it attracted. We
were especially glad to greet so many members of
the recently-formed Lenox Fifth Avenue Tenants
League. They enjoyed themselves so well we were
assured that at our next social there would be
three times that many more in attendance.”

» » *
Reading raised its percentage to 46 per cent
by sending in $25.40. “This includes money re-
ceived from the comrades’ pledges and donations
from fellow-workers,” writes Rose Russo.

* - L
The “General” category of the fund received a
big boost through a $500 donation from a New
York supporter of the Socialist Workers Party.
“What induced me most of all to make this con-
tribution to your work,” this

000 National S

. NATIONAL FUND CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR
Last week was a banner one in the $20,000 Emergency Fund Campaign for the
Sociallst Workers Party. $1,713.57 was added to the scoreboard. This is the largest sum

Jan. 27

New York And Boston Lead Banner Week
WP Fund Campaign

Flint Branch of the Socialist
Workers Party is getting in some
good practice preparatory to its
scheduled subscription campaign.
El Snyder, Literature Agent, re-
ports: “We are submitting 14
subs that we obtained through a
mobilization. Please credit Flint
Branch with same. Starting the
first of February we are start-
ing an all-out Militant campaign
which will extend for two
months. According to the past
record of Flint Branch, 1 feel
certain that excellent reports are
in the making.”

L O

Connecticut State’s sub cam-
paign added 16 more readers to
our mailing list this week. “Our
campaign is progressing nicely,”
writes James White, “despite ad-
verse weather, Clara Raymond is
still in the lead with 48 subs.
Pearl Spangler is runner-up with
34 and L. Morris is third with 25
subs.”

* & = 3

Although Seattle has already
reached its January sub goal, the
branch continues sending them
in. Literature Director, Clara

Kaye, forwarded three more subs,
stating: “Add these to our ‘al-
ready achieved’ January quota
and keep adding during January
so that we can start off in Feb-

(ruary even.”

* * ®»

Paul Carroll, Militant Agent
for Teledo, sent in 11 subs, ex-
plaining: “These subs were pri-
marily the result of individual
efforts, and are largely respon-
sible to the preparations we

Chester, “whose sole task will be
to take care of literature. I am
sure that there will be a tremens
dous improvement in the general
distribution of our press in this
area.”

We welcome Comrade Lester in
her new post as Literature Agent.
* & &

Dorothy Lessing reports for
Newark Branch: “We've just
started work on renewals, soO
there isn’t much to report yet.
For the past two months we
have been stressing the impors
tance of the sale of subs to shop-
mates and personal friends, and
although the results aren’t ime
pressive, I think we're started in
the right direction this year. Of
the 10 subs we've sent in so far
this month, 7 have been from
the shops where two of our come
rades work.”

® & %

“I went to visit a Militant sub=
seriber,” writes Eileen Brent of
Detroit. “He gave me two names
! of fellows who live a couple of
| doors from him. When I visited
l one he said he couldn’t pay for a
sub now but he asked me to come
back in a couple of weeks. So I
crossed the street to see the oth=
er fellow. He said, ‘I've seen this
paper out at Ford’s. A friend of
mine who is a subscriber gave
me most of his copies and I ke
The Militant very much.) He
took a subscription. You can see
what it means to go to visit these
people instead of waiting for
them to use the coupon from

1
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Diary of A Steel Worker

| Dagwood And His Boss

By Theodore Kovalesky

I squirmed in my seat in the show the other
night and wished we hadn’t come. The main
picture had been all right, but along with it we

g ot had to watch a silly comedy,

made faces, and his boss
stamped. and yelled, and
there was general confusion.

The picture that I thought
2 about on the way home was
; not the one we had wanted
R to see, but the stupid com-
edy about the trials and tribulations of the Dag-
wood Bumstead family. And the reason for that
was a double one. First, it showed what the
average person was supposed to laugh at, and
second, it painted a picture of the white collar
worker.

Now, we like to think we're intelligent human
beings: and I believe that, given a chance, most
of us are. But how much of a chance do we
get? When we're kids we go to school, where
we learn enough to become valuable to the capi-
talists as their paid slaves . .. but not enough
to become a menace to their rule. Given a
chance, we’d become a lot different from what
we are. But we don't get that chance unless we
happen to join a party like the Socialist Work-
ers Party where we can get a real education at
party classes.

But the thing in that movie that struck me
hardest was the way 1t showed life under the
eapitalist system. I don't suppose the author
had any idea of writing a satire, but that’s just
what he did.

The chief character, Dagwood Bumstead,
worked in an office. He wasn't just a filing
elerk or an office boy. No, he’d been there for
years and had worked his way up into a fairly
decent job. He had a little office of his own in
the company, and he owned his own home..

But he wasn't as well off as it seemed. His old

where Dagwood worried and -

boss sold the company, and:the new owner was.
a howling, desk-pounding fiend who intimidated
the whole office force. His tyranny quickly re-
duced Dagwood to a quivering lump of terror,
However, the situation was temporarily eased
when Blondie, Dagwood’s wife, invited the boss
to dinner. _

On the other hand, this terrifying boss could
change into his opposite at a second’s notice.
When he spoke to a prospective customer, he
became just as meek arnd crawling as his own
employes were in their relations with him.

There’s a picture. It may be a little over=
drawn: it may be a little exaggerated like a
caricature, but essentially it's true to life.

Under a social and economic system like this,
there is little respect between men. There is
the job that has to be done at all costs. If you
have to crawl on your belly and kiss the boss’s
foot, if the boss has to crawl and kiss the cus-
tomer’s foot, well, that’s just part of the job,
and it's supposed to be done. If you're a boss,
youre not supposed to have any respect for

.thé people who have to work for you. You want
a job done by them. You don't want any ex-
cuses or alibis. If they don't do it to your sat-
isfaction, bully them.’ Browbeat them, Treat
them like dogs, infants or halfwits, but make
them turn out the work . . . and make them
respect you, or rather fear you, and jump for
your every whim.

That’s the way things work under capitalism,.
and that fourth-rate movie showed it perfectly.
It won’t be until.we get Socialism that we'll be
able to work together like human beings, with
cooperation instead of intimidation, brother-
hood instead of bullying, respect instead of con-
tempt.

(And we won’t have fourth-rate movies to
portray our life either in those days. We'll see
shows fit for adults.)

The Negro Str_hggle

- Political Solutions Required
By Henry Robinson

FLINT, Mich. — The union movement here,
by acting to set up.a Labor Party in the Sixth
Congressional District, has taken a big step for-

. ward in the interest of all
workers. This step has won
the full support of Negro
workers in Flint, and is of im-
portance to Negro workers in
all parts of the country.

The Negro struggle is politi-
cal. Every problem confront-
ing the workers today, and that includes the
Negro workers, is a political problem and requires
a political solution, Such measures as FEPC, an
anti-lynch law, an anti-poll tax law, a full em-
ployment bill, ete. — all of these require a po-
litical solution. But who is going to represent
the Negro in politics?

We have seen Wall Street's legislators in ac-
tion—the Bilbos and Rankins—and we know they
are just as anti-labor as they are anti-Negro. In
fact, the brutality against Negroes which they
uphold and encourage is mainly for the purpose
of spearheading the attack on all labor,

If Bilbo should die hefore this article reaches
the press, there would be others just as reac-
tionary to take his place. That is because
Bilbo does not represent his own ideas alone—
he is above all a representative of the Demo-

_cratic Party. Both this party and the Republican

Party are the representatives and servant; of
Big Business, whose interests are served by the
super-exploitation and oppression of the Negro

people.
The Negro struggle is a component part of

the working class struggle as a whole. Just as
the unions have to protect the interests of the
Negro workers in order to defend the interests
and rights of the white workers, so a political
party of the workers—an independent Iabor
party — would have to protect the interests of
the Negro as well as the white workers,

No one.can deny the fact that Negroes have |
made economic gains under unionism. We all |
know what company unions were like. The same
is true about the two major political parties
in this country. They are both controlled by the
ruling class, That is why the government in
Washington 1s not interested in defending the
rights of the Negro people. A government which
will send millions of workers to be,slaughtered
in an imperialist war for the sake of Wall Street
profits, is not really concerned about a few
dozen or & few hundred Negroes being lynched
in order to preserve present cqnditions in the
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meeting called by the Social-
ist Workers Party, Chicago
Local. The meeting was held
at the Progressive Baptist
Church.

A fourth tenement fire, that
last night consumed a three-
story ramshackle building at
3642 S. Dearborn and left 75
more Negro tenants homeless in
the frigid cold, has added ur-
gency to the new organization’s
demands on landlords and city
officials for immediate fire pre-
vention measures and emergency
housing for temants of unsafe
buildings. .

The organization of fire-men-
aced tenants was initiated by
the SWP following its investiga-
tion of the tragic fire at 1733
W. Washburne Ave., where four
children of James Hickman, a
night-ghift steel worker, were
charred beyond recognition, Mrs.
Hickman and another son, Wil-
lis; ‘were critically injured in a
four-story legp .from- the 14 by
14 foot attic trap : where the
family of eight lived. Another
son, Charles, miraculously escap-
ed down the bhurning stairway
and sole exit from the’attic.

| SHOCKING CONDITIONS

. SWP investigators, headed by
Michael Bartell, found shocking
conditions in the building where
Hickman lived. There was no
water or gas for weeks before the
fire. The Hickmans had paid a
$100 advance and $6 a week for
their cubicle without any facili-
ties. ‘Another family of 10, who
paid a $500 advance and $50 a
month rent, lived in a bare base-

South. .
A labor party in the Sixth Congressional Dis-

ment flooded by broken water

5 | pipes, despite constant appeals
trict of Michigan alone is not going to solve |to the Board of Health,

The

the problems of 14,000,000 Negroes. But there 1S 1andiady refused to let the te-

no reason for the labor party movement to be
confined here. If militant Negroes in other parts
of the country will exert their pressure through

:nants fix the waterpipes them-
| selves,
| move in' order to

trying to make them
get more

their unions and organizations, the labor party | money.

movement can develop and grow rapidly. And
with an independent labor party fighting on a.
national scale againsf the Democratic and Re-.
publican Parties, we can make even greater prog-
ress in our fight for equality than we did through
the unions.

“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled
masses, yearning to breathe f.ree

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to
me.

I lift my lamp beside the golden door.”

. These are the lines carved on.the base of the
tatue of Liberty. The poet is here depicting
Liberty as calling to the European countries to
% send their oppressed peoples
. to the United States — “the
land, of opportunity.”
. But. the United States is
not & “land of opportunity”
for all' immigrants from Eur-
opel Martin Soderberg never
found the “golden door” about
which the poet speaks!

Martin Soderberg was born
. in Ore Socken, Sweden, on
Nov. 1, 1866, On a hot July day in 1882, a
passenger liner carried him into New York
Harbor, past the shining Statde of Liberty, then
only ten years old. Like thousands of other
Scandinavian immigrants, Martin travelled to
Minnesota and found employment in the huge
flour mills of Minneapolis.

A skilled machinist, Martin gave 20 years of
his time and ability:“to the  Consolidated Mill
Company — for the miserably low wages then
paid in the open“shop milling industry. Martin
Soderberg was one of the organizers of the Mill-
workers Union, which tried to better the con-

"The Golden Door”

By Grace Carlsor:

ditions of the men in Minneapolis’ flour mills.
But after a long strike, the union was broken
up and Martin and other sirike leaders were
blacklisted from the mills.

And so at 46, Martin had to try to find new
employment. He did 'various odd jobs in the
next few years but he finally worked into more
or less steady employment in the trucking in-
dustry. Although he was 68 years gld in 1934, at
the time of the great Minneapolissfuckdrivers’
strikes, Martin was an active strike leader. To-
gether with the Dunne brothers, Carl Skoglund,
Farrell Dobbs and other militant leaders, Mar-
tin helped to make Minneapolis into a union
town. e s g

Until he was 75 years old, Martin Soderberg
supported himself and his family, but physical
disabilities finally forced him to 'ask for an old
age pension. And now,.at 80, after a lifetime of
hard and unremitting toil, Martin is rewarded by
American capitalist society with $7.25 a month
in cash plus board and room in a poorly-run
“rest home™!

And yet, it isn’t quite right to say that Martin

he would be rated as a failure. But Martin Sod- |
erberg is a revolutionary socialist — a Trotsky- |

ist. Since his earliest youth, he has Believed in |

| while a student at City College

which will open “the golden door” into a better |

future for all mankind!

Notes From

The News

Among 'the reasons cited by the CIO top bu-
reaucrats for barring cooperation between local
CIO couneils and the National Negro Congress
is that the NNC during the
war endorsed peacetime con-
seription and Roosevelt’s pro-
posed “National Service” (or
slave-labor) legislation, both
of which the CIO opposed.

" LB &

Burton K, Wheeler, former
Democratic Senator from
Montana, has opened a law office with his son
in Washington, D. C. Always a clever repre-
sentative of the railroad interests in Congress,
he is expected to represent them as lobbyist.

' E & i

After a seven-year fight against a Jim Crow
restriction, the CIO Unifed Transport Service
Employees (Red-Caps) last month won the
richt to participate with 22 other railroad un-
ions in selecting labor members of the Na-
tional r!{-ailruacl Adjustment Board.

* * *

Truman's Advisory Commission on Universal

Training (militar} training, that is) has been
branded a. rubber-stamp outfit by AFL leader
A, Philip Randolph. The Commission has nc
member representing. labor says Randolph, be-
cause its “goose-stepping recommendations” will
not coincide- with labor’s traditional anti-con-
scription stand.

Ten million homes, or almost one-third of all
homes in the U. S, lack running water. Eight
million homes have no electricity. '

] W #F L

The first two-ocean fleet maneuvers in prep-
aration for World War III will be held in Feb-
ruary or March., . ' -

L ] L .

“Unity conference committees” of the Social
Democratic Federation and the Socialist Party,
which met in New York City last month, are
scheduled to resume negotiations on Feb. 15-16.

* * *

The Dairymen's League Cooperative Associ-
ation was fined $29,000 after pleading guilty
to manipulation of milk prices so as to cheat

the consumers in the New. York area of $600,000.

Last Sunday morning, follow-
ing the fire, the tenants of the
building where the Hickman
children died, attended a meet-
ing cglled by the Socialist Work-

- By Robert L. Birchman
(Special to The Militant) ;
CHICAGO, Jan. 23 — Aroused by an eight-day toll of
11 dead, including eight children, two seriously injured and
650 homeless as a result of three tenement fires in Chi-
cago’'s Negro ghettos, nearly 200 residents last Monday
night organized the West Side Tenants Union at a mass

a.__. - P
ers Party. They were addressed
by -Attorney M. J. Myer, Execu-
tive Board member of the local
branch of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Colored People,
Bartell, Chicago SWP organizer.
The tenants retained Myer to
represent them in their battle
against the landlord. He is also
representing Mr, Hickman in a:
suit for damages against the
delinquent landlord. ;

The Sunday morning meeting
organized a tenants union, drew
up a list of demands and de-
clared a rent strike until their
demands are met in full. These
demands include: fire escapes
{agccessible to every “apartment;
 fire extinguishers in every apart-.
ment; restoration of gas,” elec-
| tricity and water facilities and
i repair of toilets, They .also' de~
manded that-the Chicago Hous-'
ing Authority provide Quonset
huts or other temporary housing
|on a nearby empty lot until’per=
»manent fire-safe dwellings are
i available,

|“NO MORE VICTIMS!”

! Monday n'ght's meeting at the
| Progressive Baptist Church was
announced in an SWP leaflet en-
titled: “No More Fire Victims!”
It proposed a fight for: 1. Im-
mediate measures to fight fires,
adequate fire escapes, and addi-
tional firemen and equipment in
danger areas; 2. Construction of
emergency housing on all avail-
able Jand for tenants of unsafe
buildings; 3. An adeaguate hous-
ing program to replace slum
areas, . low-cost non-restricted
government housing projects,
and abolition of restrictive cov-
enants, L
Despite near-zero weather the
meeting was jammed. The West
Side Tenants Union was estab-
lished and the proposed three-
point program unanimously. ad-
opted. A temporary exgcutive
committee of ten was set up.
Speakers at the meeting in-
cluded James Hickman, father

Meet The Chicago
SWP Candidates

Michael Bartell
Candidate for Mayor

Michael Bartell was born into
a working-class family in New
York in 1918, He early became
aware of labor’s struggles and

of New York, -was active in the
National Students League.

The treacherous role of Stal-
inism in the working - class
movement became apparent to
Bartell by 1936 and he joined
the Trotskyist movement. In |
1939 he became organizer for the

Young Peoples Sccialist League | |

in Los Angeles. Since 1944 he |
has been Chicago organizer for |
the SWP.

He was a shipyard worker in

known among class - conscious

workers in Chicago. He was

San Pedro from 1940 to 1944 and prominent in the campaign to
served as a shop steward of the | end Jim Crow at the White City
Executive Board of Local 9 of | Roller Skating Rink and was ac-
missed “the golden door.” True, he didn’t be- |the CIO Industrial Union of tive in the campaign in defense
come rich and powerful. On the capitalists’ scale, | Marine and Shipyard Workers. | of the home of Mrs. Grace Hardy
He is a member of the National | who was pbombed by tETi'.Ol'iStrS.

Association for the Advancement

Michael Bartell is widely

| He was a leader in the organi-
Mi-
norities. st

Homer Lewis
Candidate for Alderman
in the Third Ward
Homer Lewis was Dborn at
King’s Ferry, Florida in 1910
| and moved to Chicago with his
family in 1920, He attended the
'Francis E, Willard Grammar
School and was graduated from
the Wendell Philips High School.
| He is a former member of the

7

and Michael i

of Colored People and of CORE | zation of the Conference to !
the struggle for the emancipation of the work- | (Committee of Racial Equality). Combat Terrorism Against
ing class. And that belief is the golden key, |
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FIRE DEATHS ROUS
TENANTS IN CHICAG

Where 4 Ch

to death in Chicago tenement

wh_\er.e the children died.

ldren Died

James Hickman (kneeling), father of four children burned

fire, and Michael Bartell. So-

cialist  Workers Party organizer, examining fire-trap attie

of the dead children; Mrs. Julia
Roger, a tenant. in the same
building; Reverend V. B. Walfts
of the Progressive, Baplist
Church; Michael Bartell; M. J.
Myer, NAACP - attorney for
Hickman; and A. Miles Cart-
man, NAACP Legal -Committee
chairman. .

Mrs. Rogers told the meeting:
“Only by sticking together can
we get anything. When you!
speak to the landlords about fix- |

ing things they do nothing.
Landlords just take your rent.
They don’t care.” She gave a |
graphic picture of the vile con-
ditions in her temnement,
Attorney Myer pointed out
that “you are hare not just be-
cause four. children are dead,
tragic and sad as that is. You
are here to prevent any recur-
rence of these tragic fires and
the loss of lives. Even if some-

-| tions.

ponsible for the fire that killed
the Hickman children, that does
not solve the problem. The real
problem is not who may have set
fire to the house, but that peo=
ple have to live ir such condi=-
The authorities don’t
want to tackle that problem,
You must act as one to see that
conditions are improved. You
must organize.”
SWP organizer Michael Bar=
tell said: “How can the poor
man, the little man, fight back?
The rich have the money and
the power, they control the gov=
ernment and have the law on
their side. But the poor people
have the greatest power on
earth—the power of great num=-
bers, of organization ~and
strength in united action. The i
workers in the unions found they
had power and brought the
mighty industrial barons fto
terms in mighty strikes. We be=
lieve that action of that kind'js
the only answer to the housing
crisis.” i
Reverend Watts made a mili= -
tant appeal for organization.
“We do not look upon this as-a
racial issue,” he said. “We want
protection regardless of . the =
color of the landlord, Some @
our folks, when they get money, -
just step in .ur faces. Let us
look at what the landlords are
doing. Don't be Uncle: Toms!ag
Get the union organized!” - -3
A. Miles Crrtman, in his ¢
acity as chairman of the Legaly,
Redress Committee of the
NAACP, spoke and pledged the ™7,
support of the NAACP. _ &
Over $100 was presented to i
Mr, Hickman by residents of the . .fi
community to ald him in his ’

S
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one goes to jail for being res-

family’s tragedy.

ing in-any quantity. The hous-
ing scarcity artificially created
to produce more profits for real-
estate interests, has had a real
effect on the rents paid by work-
ers for their present dwellings.

Federal Rent Control, confined
to only 12 areas of the coun-
try which embrace the large
cities, is supposed to maintain
rents at their prewar levels. It
has not done so, however, as
proved in the report:of Econom-
ic Outlook, published by the
CIO’s Dept. of Education and
Research.

,of Labor Statistics consumers
Iprice index, Economic Qutlook
1says, “The Index does a rent
:survey in each city twice a year
|but does not adequately meas-
{ure changes in rents. It does

Speaking of the U. S. Bureau

not, for example, measure the
. increased cost of being forced to
buy a house and pay a monthly
. mortgage installment higher
\than previous rent. According to
the National Housing Author-
(ity, home ownership has in-
| creased from 43.6% in 1940 to
153.2% in Nov. 1945. Yet ter-
'ribly inflated building costs have
‘raised building prices to 60%
{above those of 1940.

| ‘Although the B. L. S. Index
'shows a rent increase of only
4% since 1940, the Census Bu-
reau reported on May 16, 1946,
that city rents imcreased from
1 $24.60 in 1940 to $30.25 in 1945,
' This 23% increase must be com-
.pared to' the 4% reported by
the Ingex."
| The foregoing facts show that

(Special to

| Jack Lesnick, a young vete
.Housing Project and membe

|terday to. protest threatened
evictions of so-called “high in-
come” tenants and impending
rent increases.

Eviction notices to so-called
‘high income” tenants have al-
‘eady been served in the Brew-
fer Project and similar actior
s scheduled in all Detro’t hous
2 projects. According o the
‘atest ruling of the Federa’ Pub-
lic Housing Authority, large
‘amilies- earning $3,200-or more

‘neomes of: $2,400 ($46.15 per

v year and small families with |

{CIO United Steel Workers Lo- |
leal 2928 ¢Pullman Shipyards) |
land was a shop steward and @
{member of its grievance com- |
| mittee; he is treaswrer of CORE |
(Committee of Racial Equality); |

a member of the Executive Board | 5
|of the People’s Consumers Co- | to
| operative; treasurer of the Negro
{ History Club; he was grievance
'thairman of his Workers Alli-
|ance local. He is a member of

the National Association for the | ists.

end Jim Crow at the White
City Roller Skating Rink and
| participated in the campaign for
the defense of the Hardy home Rent and Housing Committee
when it was bombed by terror- | and adopted a resolution to com-

Advancement of Colored People.
Party last year.

for the rights of the Negro peo-
ple and all workers.

[

He joined the Socialist Workers.
Lewis has long been a fighter

He was ac-
tive in the victorious campaign | politics.

As SWP candidate for Alder-
man in the Third Ward, he is
the only candidate in a field of
| six who represents the interests
'of labor and is running inde-

week) or more will no longer be
sermitted to live in federal hous-
ng projects.

Lesnick, chairman of the
Charles Project meeting. called
for united action to resist rent
increases and evictions, and
urged the mass meeting to elect
a Tenants.Committee. The zath-
ering elected a Charles Project

' municate with other tenant
groups to organize united ac-

tion of all Detroit’s housing
projects.
Willlam Hill, President of

Dodge Local 3, UAW-CIO, made

1150 Detroit Project Residents
Protest Threatened Evictions

The Militant)

DETROIT, Jan. 21—In response to a leaflet issued by

ran resident of the Charles
r of Budd Local 306, United

Autp Workers, some 150 residents of the Project met yes-

)

ests in the move for project rent
increases. Clyde Alsop, Execu-
tive Board member of UAW Hud-
son Local 154, proposed that the
veterans’ housing demands be
upported. Erwin Baur, of UAW
3udd Loeal 306, offered two res-
‘lutions which were unanimous-
v adopted: 1. That the meeting
¢b on record not to pay aone

cent above the present rents; .

2. That no evictions be permit-
ted— "We will move them back
1in as soon as there is any at-
| tempt to move them out.”

| The newly elected committee
| sent a letter to City Heusing Di-
irectm' Edgecomb and General
| Fleming, Director of Office of
|Temporary Controls, protesting
i the planned 15 per cent rent in-
crease and proposed evictions.
Plans to send delegations to city
and Federal authorities are be-
ing mapped out.

The Charles Project Rent and
~Housing Committee consists of
112 men and eight women, and
| includes such prominent trade
‘unionlsts as Hill, Alsop and
|Baur. Jack Lesnick was elect-
|ed Chairman of the Committee

'pendent of capitalist machiné a militant address, exposing the | and Mrs. Esther Baur, Secretary-
|hand - of the real estate inter- | Treasurer.’

. ; The 12 million workers |Ven these facts do not tell the
who need homes are far more interested in a home to | VRowe story. In New York City,

rent than to buy. Federal, state and private agencies have
| failed "to produce rental hous-® : '

12,000,000 Workers
In Dire Need Of Homes

; ;
\ By John Fredericks

Of the various types of housing needed today, rental

houging occupies the first place.

the government has falsified
the true increases in rents, But -

for instance, the OPA announced
that 46,152:1landlords had peti-
tioned for increased rents and
that 29,576 landlords had been
granted such rent increases, - |
| These landlords secured their.
lincreases because of claimed
“improvements in the property.”
Many other devices are re-
sorted to in order to secure a
higher rental. Concessions to
tenants of one or.two months’
trent, formerly the custom, es= -
| pecially in New York City, have
'been discontinued. The yearl
painting of apartments has eith-.
.er been done away with or-pu
jon .a three-year hasis. Serv:
and repairs have been 'larg
'abolished. All of these fac
{add up to an actual increase in
| the rent.
{RENT BILL HIGHER
| When a worker had to m
ifrom one residence to another
during the war, he could usually”
find only a higher-rental dwell= -
ing to move into. This makes his
rent today more than it was*be
fore. In addition, the only way
to get an apartment, in most
cases, Is to pay a big illegal fee -
-“on the side” to rental agents. "_r;:?
All these factors combined |
make the worker’s rent bill S
much higher, in millions of in-
stances, than even the 23% in-
crease cited by the CIO.
Not satisfied with these in- 3
creases, the organized landlords 4
are petitioning Congress to abol-
ish the present rent control
Ilaws altogether. Organizing
| themselves into Real - Estate
| Boards and Tax-Payers Associe
lations, the landlords have ac-
 cumulated vast sums to lobby in
Washington against rent control,
WHOLESALE EVICTIONS
In some sections, landlords are f
|refusing to rent all vacancies j
and have instituted wholesale !
evietions to intensify the hous-
ing crisis and increase pressure
for higher rents. Their organ-
ized drive for the unrestricted
right to gouge tenants is get=
ting support from the capitalist
press and is being* backed ‘by:
prominent Congressmen.
On the other hand, the
ers are aware of this danger
fronting them. In many
cities the tenants are org
ing themselves into tenants
sociations. These organizal
are beginning to speak coll
ively for the tenants in the mat=
ter of building repairs, lower,
rents and the common grieve -
ances they have against the
landlords.
(This is the fourth in a series
on the housing crisis.).




	v11n05-p1-feb-05-1947-mil
	v11n05-p2-feb-05-1947-mil
	v11n05-p3-feb-05-1947-mil
	v11n05-p4-feb-05-1947-mil
	v11n05-p5-feb-05-1947-mil
	v11n05-p6-feb-05-1947-mil

