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_Ninority Rights Menaced

By Stalinist

Bureaucrats

By C. Thoﬁas .

The sharp internal conflict within the CIO United Electri-
cal, Radio and Machine Workers of America will occupy the

center of the stage at the union’
in Boston next week. 1

The opposition to the Stalin-
ist leadership has been organ-

ized on a national scale in the
UE Commitiee for Democratic Ac-
tion under the leadership of Harry
Elock of Philadelphia and James
arey, Secretary-Treasurer of the
; CIO and former preskilent of the UE.
- The Carey-Block group claims to
:l'eplesent over 256% of the member-
hip. Thev publish a caucus paper,
The Real UE,” with a national cir-
“culation. A number of locals are
controlled by their supporters. They
also claim a steady growth in num-
ers and influence since the last
onvention when the Carsy - Block
"slate was defeated by a vote of 6
S to 1.
. SETALINIST CAMPAIGN
- “Reflecting their fear of the growth
of the oppesition, the Stalinists have
leunched a campaign to eliminate
the UE Committee for Democratic
* Action as an organized force. Last

Mareh, the Stalinist General Execzu-

tive Board of the UE adopted a res-

olution condemning the CDA as "a

dual movement,” and calling ‘‘upon

the Committee for Democratic Ac-
: tion to dissolve.” .
In the months preceding the com-
- ing convention, a flood of Stalinist-
inspired resolutions: have poured in-
to national headquarters calling on
the convention to take drastic action
against “outside interference in the
affairs of the union' bv the CDA.
Some of these resolutions have gone
further and demanded that all “fac-
tions and groups” be dissolved.

Under the formula of a campaign
again:t “‘outside interference,” the
Stalinists propose to stifle the ae-
tivity of all opposilion groupings in
the union. According to the Stal-
inist demagogy there is no need for
‘internal groupings in a “democratic”
organization. Having complete con-
trol .of the national apparatus the
Stalinist prohibition of cpposition
groups would mean the banning of
all groups but one—their own,

The resort to red-baiting by the
CDA, together with the fact that it
“shelters the reactionary ACTU group

Association of Catholic Trade Un-
enists), has misled some militants
to supporting the demagoegic Stal-
nist resolutions against “outside in-
erference.”” Because neither of the

s annual convention to be held
- s
contending national groups offers
any sclution to the problems con-
ronting the labor movement, the
struggle takes on the character of a
light for power between two un-
Jrincipled cligques.

MAJCR ISSUE

The major issue dividing the two
groups and one which will undoubt-
edly give rice to a fierce struggle at
the convention is the question of
“foreign policy.” The CDA-ACTU
eroup supports the Truman Doc-
trine, the Marshall Plan and the
anti-Soviet crusade., The Stalinists,
of course, support the foreign policy
of the Kremlin, as interpreted and-
applied by the American' Communist
Party, Neither policy represents the
interests of the workers.

On the most burning question of
political action both groups support
the CIO-PAC policy of supporting
“friends of labor” in the Democratic
and Republican camp.

While these are the main lines,
both groups adapt their tactics to
local conditions. For example, in
scme locals the Stalinists voice their
“third party” demagogy while in
others, as in Loeal 450 in New York,
‘they declare: ‘**We must make the
C10-PAC n living vital force, as the
instrument through which we ecan
onee -more ‘reward our friends and
punish our enemies.’ ” (Report of
Officers.)

In a number of locals throughout
the country strong groups exist op-
nosed to both the CDA and the
Stalinists. In addition various ten-
dencies exist within the main groups.
This makes for a fluid situation
within the nzz.!;ional organization.

With the further sharpening of
the class struggle as an aftermath
of the anti-labor offensive of the
employers, regroupments are bound
to take place around the vital prob-
ferns that will arise.

The aftempt to ban internal
groups through the subterfuge of a
~ampaign against “‘outside interfer-
ence,” is, therefore, a blow aimed
at the democratic right of the mem-
sers to group together to advance a
arogram in opposition to the official
‘eadership. The open struggle be-
ween contending groups is the best
juarantee of the preservation of
nternal union democracy.

UN Bankrupts to Meet
* In 2nd General Assembly

NEW YORK, Sept. 11—Next Tuesday the second annual
session of the General Assembly of the UN will convene at

Flushing, L. I. Launched after

three years of intense ballyhoo,

the UN is now 20 months of age.

Only ashes remain of the*

glowing ‘hopes and promises of
yesterday. In place of “one world
are two huge power bloes, with
Washington leading the imperialist
cohorts, while the Kremlin digs ir
behind its buffer zones in Eastern
Europe and the Far East,

In place of universal peace and
prosperity, political and economic
crises convulse the planet, threaten-
ing to engulf not only Europe bul
this country as well.

. Despite, or rather hecause of the
UN ‘“disarmament”y program, owm
globe bristles with armaments, with

s / stockpiles of atomic, biological and

rocket missiles alongside old-fash-

joned bayonets, tanks, planes.
Endless was the list of UN
promises. Yet 20 months have more

- than sufficed to (ransfigure almost
a1l of fhem into their diametric
opposites. i
Assuming that any of the par-
ticipants, big or little, were ever
apable of shame, what single
hievement of the UN could they
soint to without blushing?
~ % Is it the Indonesian settlement?
To the Indonesians now being slaugh-
tered by Dutch storn iroopers armed
with U.S. lend-lease equipment, the
-yery mention of UN must ring like
anathema.
Is it the Palestinian question? To

ayen claim that the General As-
:embly will ease by an iota the lot
»f the victims of Nazism is to make
mock of those who are now endur-
ing identical treatment at the hands

of Bevin's stormtroopers. .

Go through the whole list of items
m the Assembly agenda or the
‘holdover” questions scheduled to
:ome up there or in any of the six
permanent UN bodies:—the Balkan
juestion, Franco Spain, Korea, the
Atomic Bomb, the treatment of In-
lians in South Africa, BEgypt, efc.,

ste.—the story s invariably the
same:  failure, failure and again
iailure!

How could it be otherwise? The
UN's role is identical with that of
the defunct League of Nations,
salled correctly by Lenin the
‘thieves’ kitchen.”

The atmosphere amid whlch the

strongly reminiscent of the League
in 1936 when Hitler scrapped the
Versailles Treaty much as Wash-
ington-London are scrapping the
Potsdam Pact today. Highlighting
‘he international crisis is ,the de-
monstrative participation of State
Secretary Marshall as against the
Kremlin's indecision whether or not
to send Molotov.

At all events, the UN will prove as
impotent in 1947 as was its defunct
predecessor a decade ago.

Assembly sessions will be held is|

e e
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Acting like a well-oiled ma-
chine and obviously upon or-
ders from the highest federal
agencies, the New York immi-
gration authorities last week seized
for deportation two union officials,
suspected of affiliation with  the
Communist (Stalinist) Party. O

(0 Leaders Act
To Halt Jim Crow
School Strike

CHICAGO, Gept. 9— Top
union leaders of the CIO
United Steelworkers of America
in the Chicago-Calumel Area are
taking drastic measures to end the
strike of students at Emerson High
School, Gary, Indiana. The strike,
which is now a week old, is another
attempt in this city to prevent Nearo
students from attending the public
high schoels. Although the public
school officials have taken a posi-
tion of denouncing the action, it has
failed Lo seriouslyv affect the sirike.

A meeting of all the United Steel-
workers leaders in the Gary sub-
district was called by Joseph Ger-
mano, District Director of the un-
ion. At the meeting Germano de-
manded that the union step into
the situation and throw its weight
against the Jim Crow strike.

“It is sickening to come to Gary
and see members of the CIO parti-
cipate in a shameful, anti-democra-
tic, and subversive demonstration,”
Germano said. “The situation is
deplorable because the union in
Gary is so strong and could have
prevented it,” he continued.

Germano scolded the union lead-
ers because they “simply haven'
done a job of carrying out the spirit
and intent of the anti-discrimina-
tion policy of the union." He pro-
posed that the union suspend any
member whose children are parti-
cipating in the strike. .His proposal
was immediately adopted by the lo-
cal leaders. G

This action by the Gary union
leaders represents the most drastic
step ever taken by union leaders
against Jim Crow movements in this
area. This comes as a result of the
fact that last vear Gary was the
scene of scandalous strikes at Froe-
bel High School, where Jim Crow
organizations. conducted a number
of attacks against Negro students.

Approximately one-fourth of
Gary's 110,000 population is Negro
and the majority of them are mem-
bers of the United Steelworkers of

America. Clal U i ERIR
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Organized
Of 'Red' [

is John Santo, international organi-.

| was made without

TR RN K '___.h_,l_.&:._.

of Lhe
Workers Union;
Michael J. Obermeier,
Local 6, Hotel and Club Employes

zation direclor
port the olher

president of

Union, AFL.

The sole charge against Santo is
membership in the Communist
‘arty.  Obermeier is charged in ad-
ition withh havine been affiliated
.0 the Tood Workers Industrial
Union, a subsidiary of the Stalinist-
sponsored Trade Union Unity
League, ecreated by the CP during
its notorious “Third Period” when
dual “Red unions” were the official
policy. (The TUUL was dissolved
in 1924, with fhe ineeptlion of
Stalin's “people’s fromnt” ling,)

Neither Santo nor Obermcier are
citizens, having been repealodly de-
nied their naturalization papers al-
though Santo has served as a sol-
dier in World War 11, while Ober-
meier has lived in this country for
35 years.

Coldest caleilation and systematic
planning are apparent in the Santo-
Obermeicr case: from the timing
of the detenlions, through the de-
likerate involvement of both CIO
and  ATFL unions, down ito such
minor items as the nationalities of
defendants—Chermeier, a German
by birth; Santo, a Rumanian citi-
zen of Hungarian descent.

This sinister at‘remnl, to duphcate

CIO Trans-
is

l.he notorious Palmer “Red” Raids
oi the Twenties must arouse the
vigilance of the entire labor move-
ment. -

While the attack is ostensibly di-
rected against the CP—whose sub-
servience fo the Kremlin makes it
easy for Wall Street’s warmongers
Lo exploil the current Russophobia
— the real target is the organized
labor movement, in the first in-
stance the genuine union militants.
Their turn — under similar charges
— will come swiftly upon the heel
of any success that the reaction-
aries are able lo score at the ex-
pense of the discredited Stalinists.

For this reason il is necessary
to rally the largest forces not so
much for the defense of the par-
ticular
above all, to defend the elementary
demoeratic rights under attack,

This is a clear-cut class issue.
Whoever lines up with (he red-
haiters and deporters — no maiter
how plausible the demagogic argu-
ments may sound!—is in reality lin-
ing up with the bitterest enemies
of the entire labor movement. The
Militant, an irreconcilable’ political
opponent of Slalinism and every-
{hing it stands for, is unequivocally
opposed to these projected deporta-
tions as #n ominous conspiracy
against labor. !

individuals in the case but,

Food Profiteers
Run Wild in
Gouging the Poor

With the rapacity of a wolf-
pack closing in for the kill, the
profiteers are sinking their

greedy claws deeper and deeper
into the bread-baskets of the poor.
Milk prices have long passed the
30 cents-a-quart mark and keep
rising. Eggs are pressing the dol-
lar-a-dozen ark. Meats, except
the poorest grades, went far out of
reach of unskilled workers’ families

weeks ago, It is the same with all
victuals, except for a few seasonal
vegelahles,

Last week was the tenth consecu-
tive time that the Bureau of La-
Lor Statistics acknowledged that

“‘wholesale prices (of basic commod-

ities) again reach a new peak.”
Prices, especially food prices, which
have climbed steadily, with minor
{luctuations, since V-J Day are now
rocketing into the stratosphere.

The general index of commodity
prices for the week ending Aug. 30
was more than one and a half times
the 1936 level,
statistics. The actual rise has been
much larger, as every housewife
knows. Many foods have doubled
and tripled in price since pre-war
days.

Washington's economists are all
agreed that prices will go still high-
er (they have the gall to add—a
“little’t higher), before- any-decline
sets in.

Tha warehouses and granaries are
bulging with foods and other prod-
ucts. What the forecast is really
Lased on is the unpublicized fact
that big monopolies who have been
fixing prices—but good!-—are bent
on squeezing every last penny of
profit while the squeezing is still
good.

Utterly fraudulent are such expla-
nations as for example, that prices
are going up because of huge ex-
ports to famished European peoples.
Actually food exports have declined
in recent months and especially in
recent weeks. Enegland has virtually
ceased buying American foods. Other
countries have less and less dollars
with which to buy food, let alone
other products.

This does not mean to say the
world famine is not a factor in the
current speculation. It is a big one,
indeed. The same “humanitarians”
who are taking bread, milk and meat
from the mouths of American fam-
ilies are banking precisely on pro-
jected ‘‘aid” to Europe to unload on
the morow at fantastic prices, their
huge inventories of foods and man-
ufactured goods.

Most shameful of all amid this
speculative orgy Is the cringing si-
lence of the official labor leaders,
who are doing exactly nothing while
the hillionaires continue to rob the
American people as well as the

starving poor throughout the world.

Piot to Bar SWP from Ballot

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 6 — The Republican-dominated
County Board of Flections yesterday rejected the nomination
papers for Trene P. LeCompte, Socialist Workers Party can-
didate in the 7th Councilmanic District, on the grounds of fail:

ing to answer questions at the
hearing last Friday, whicn led
to charges of contempt being
placerd against the eendidate and
the party pre-emptors. Similar
aclion was taken against TI. Jack
Rader, Workers Parly candidale in
the 5th Councilimanic District.

An evident conspiracy to keep
opposition parties from the ballot
is being carried out by the Repub-
lican snd Demoeratic city ma-
chines. The United Veterans Party,
an independent electoral group, and
the Communist Party Dboth were
summarily rejected on the flimsiest
legal technicalities.

The rejection of the nomination
papers of the SWP and the WP
one single legal
basis. David H. H. Felix, attorney
for the joint defense committee,
immediately issued a writ of man-
damus asking Judge MecDevitt to
call the County Board of Eleclions

i

A —

to answer why they llﬂ.\fe rejected
the nomination papers of the SWEP
and the WP. Hearing on this wil!
come up Friday, Sept. 12 in the
Common Pleas Court,

M order to combal the viecious
legal cobstacles of the Pennsylvania
slection laws, the Joint Defense
Commitlee is prepared to carry tc
‘he highest state court the fight
for the political rights of inde-
pendent labor candidates to appeal
on the ballot.

The Defense Committee is pro-
ceeding to rally the support of all
labor and liberal groups in a fight
for elemeniary democratic rights
A defense rally and social is pro-
jected for Saturday, Sept. 20, at
1303 W. Girard Avenue, where David
H. H. PFelix will present the legal
aspects of the case and the candi-
dates will speak on the fight for
labor’s rights fo the ballot.

The rejection of the nomination

rought to Courtin Philadelphia

napers of the two parties is arous-
ing a great deal of interest from
two sides of the class struggle. On
‘he one hand, friends and sympa-
thizers of the movenient are rally-
ng to the support of the candidates,
vhile, on the other hand, reaction-
wy elements are seeking to find
urther ways of persecuting the
ipokesmen for labor and minority
dehts.

The pre-emptors and ¢ adidate
f the Socialist Workers Party have
-eceived poison pen letters with such
ilthy remarks as “Hitler was too
rood for kikes like you. . . . It's
ime that all kikes and communists
e sent back to Russia,” ete.

The candidates and pre-emptors
still face charges of contempt which
will also come up at the hearing
1ext, Friday. Aid is needed to carry
m the fight against the Republican
ind Democratic conspiracy to mo-
wpolize the ballot and to fight the
:ontempt charges against the can-
lidates and pre-emptors. All con-
‘ributions should be semt to the
Joint Defense Committee, 1303 W
Girard Avenue, Philadelphia 23
Pa.

according to BLS |
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Price Squeeze lgnored
in Agenda for Congress

By The

Editors

The Truman administration is rushing prep-
arations for a special session of Congress. A spe-

cial session—for what?

Is it to take action on the outrageously high
prices which day by day cut deeper and deeper
into the working famllles living standards?

The answer to that is"

no. Neither the Demo-
crats nor the Republicans are
in the least worried about the
price-gouge which is doubling
and tripling the already fantastic
profits of their masters in Wall
Street. They stage buck-passing
“probes’” and “investigations™ but
do nothing to stop profiteering.

Is the special session to act on the
housing crisis? Ne; both parties
backed the bill for the ‘‘voluntary
15% rent boost and both are serving
the real estate sharks.

Is it to repeal the Taft-Hartley
Slave Labor Law? Emphatically, no.
The majority of both capitalist par-
ties: voted to shackle this fascist-
minded legislation around labor’s
neck. )

To reduce taxes on low-income
brackets? The answer is obvious.
Wall Street's two parties are inter-
ested only in lowering taxes for the
rich. i

To outlaw lynching, the poll ta\c or
discrimination in employment?
Again and again and again—NO!
Both parties have repeatedly re-
fused to enact such laws when in
the majority. i

In brief, the special sescion will
not act on any of the most press-
ing problems facing the American
people today.

To be sure, the administration
contends that this special session is
to be called for a, great humanitari-
an purpose—to aid the war-stricken
peoples of Europe. But we need
only lock closer to see that this is a
threadbare lie.

In the first instance, Washington
has no intention of aiding hundreds
of millions in Eastern Europe. Why
not? These starving and suffering
people will pget nothing because
either they or the governments there
won't accept Wall Streel’s politics.
They can starve, so far as Wash-
ington eares — until they toe the
line.

If Washington is interested in re-

‘industries without at the same tithe

licf for Europe, why did they cut off
UNRRA funds and liguidate it? Be-
hind the current ‘“humanitarian’
pose lie other motives, '

Washington’s billions—the entire
bill to be footed by the poor people
of this country—are éarmarked for-
those governments which will play
ball, politically and econonﬂcall:,‘,
withy Wall Street; which will accept
and safeguard dollar investments
in the Ruhr and elsewhere; which
will line up in advance for the war
against the Soviet Union; which will.
keep the labor movement from go-
ing “too far” and setting up genume
socialist governments.

This means the “reoonstruaﬁon”
of Eurgpean capitalism at the ex
pense of the peoples’ political nghis
and a worsened standard of living;
il means greatly sbepped-up pr&h-
arations for atomic war. ;

The American working people are
not callous. They are deeply Gbr:l;—
cerned about the plight of t.heir
European brothers. They are.eager
to help them. But this cannot bg
done through a government - th:h
pursues the reactionary Triman
Doctrine and the nobler- sound_' :
but equally base Marshall Plan. . -
NO STRINGS ATTACHED

Aid to Europe must be given with-
out any strings attached., ~Whas
is necesary is to rebuild Europe’s

-n’ ¥

preventing the people from doihg

away with capitalism and eshablisl‘i—

ing the kind of labor government

they want and need. The way to

help is to withdraw the troops now

actmg as police for Wall Street all ;
er Europe.

buch aid the present Democratic-
Republican Congress will riof givé
just as it will not act in the semee
of the American people.

For progress at home as well a§ {h
Europe the crying need is for a’ new ;
Congress—a Congress elected and '@
controlled by the workers through &
their own political organization, an
independent Labor Party. Jray

Taft Slave Labor Law
Upheld in Court Test

SEPT. 11 — Labor lost the first important court challenge
to the Taft-Hartley Act this week when a federal judge in
Fort Worth, Texas upheld the*!

Act’s “anti - communist” provi-
sions as “legal, consistent and pro-
per.” '

The CIO Oil Workers had gone
to court to force the NLRB to count
the ballots in an election held last
month. The NLRB refused, con-
tending that under the Slave Labor
Law officers of the national CIO
and AFL, as well as of affiliated
national and local unions, would

first have to file the anti-com-
munist affidavits and financial
statements.

NLRB officials, gloating over this
judicial - blow at labor, point out
that it will hold up 3,000 similar
cases now pending.

The ©Oil Workers have filed an
appeal against the federal court
ruling, challenging the constitution-
ility of the Taft-Hartley Act.

Meanwhile, there were the fol-
lowing union developments in con-
nection with the anti-communist
filings demanded by the NLRB:

The AFL Executive Council, meet-
ng in Chicago this week, postponed
lecision on the question until to-
norrow. President William Green
innounced that he personally was
n favor of complying with the
NLRB's demands.

After a meeting of CIO top of-
ficials in Pittsburgh last week,
President Philip Murray announced
that the Act would be challenged in

ourt and that most CIO leaders

were opposed to complianée With
the anti-communist filings, but that
final decision would have to awalb
the mnational CIO convention in
Boston next mouth.

However, CIO officials in Wash-"
ington yesterday declared that the
CIO’s stand would depend on what
action is taken by the AFL,  Thid
implied that if the AFL decided
to file, the CIO would probably do
the same.

The UAW Executive Board, meet- -
ing in Buffalo this week, re-exam-
ined its position on the question but
finally concluded it would stick to
its previous decision to shun the
NLRB, pending further action ‘fy
.he national CIO.

The Taft-Hartley Act was also
the main issue raised by union lead~
ers supporting the Democratne
Party candidate for Congress from
the Eighth Pennsylvania Distr_lt:g*
Philip Storch. However, the: Re-:
sublican candidate won by .a @
cisive majority in this tradition:
GOP stronghold. P

The campaign showed the ifiabi
ity of the union leaders to afnusg
wide mass support for Democrat
candidates, although poll§. - sh
most people are opposed to the
Taft-Hartley Act. As the Dayton;

Ohio primaries successfully dem=
onstrated last month, the workers
want and are ready to rally to labo
candidates .independent of the two
old parties.

A




tainly do so again.
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Something N
In the Mines

The relation of the miners
in Great Britain to the British
economy is one of the most

astonishing features of produc-
tion in_the modern world. In the
centuries-old struggle between capi-
tal and labor
we have reach-
ed a pitch
where the fu-
fure of the
s:conomy hangs
tn whether a
lew thousand
thousand min-
ers will or will
not work. As
lhe N.¥, Times
sald a few days
pgo, this is
something new,
[t is.

The, Times
did not com-
ment that new
as this is, it is
not something
that is confin-
#d to Britain,
Just for the
sake of the
record and to
efresh a few
defective memories I draw their at-
tention to the folidwing:

In 1943 the miners in the United
States defied the U. 8. govern-
ment and the full war propaganda
machine of the American capitalist
class. The miners struck, and went

-mﬂﬁcﬂ-

back to work, and struck, and went

back to work in a manner that
showed their complete disregard for
all that the government was sa:{ g
about the necessities of producing

for the national defense,

It is easy to under-estimate what
this series of strikes displayed. Since
that ~'time the miners have con-
tinued to show that they have deep-

- seatéd grievances against the coal

operators and a society which con-
demns them to ihe kind of life they
live and the kind of work they do.

I have written about this in my
column before and shall most cer-
Because what
is* taking place in Britain is under
o circumstances to be associated
with the bankrupt British economy.
It is a certain stage of development
of production on a world scale and
a particular response that the work-
ers are making to it.

" | We have a similar situation among

the mine workers of the Rulir. Tt

mlght appear that among them the
“decisive factors of the low produc-

#ion are poverty, political demorali-
zation, and all the bitter conse-
quences of a catastrophic defeat.
Before we rush to that conclusion
however, let us make some com-
parisons between the British and
American workers.

COMPARISON OF MINERS

‘The British economy is com-
pletely bankrupt. It lives by in-
jection from the U. S, But the U, S.
economy at the present moment
cannot by any means be said to be
bankrupt in the sense that we
speak of the yawning abyss before
Britain, So that it is not a ques-
tion of ‘perspectives of economic de-
velopment.

“The American coal mining indus-
try is one of the most advanced in
the world so far as mechanization
is concerned. The British coal min-

=
| Broker Answers
$64 Questions

A contestant on Phil Baker's
“Take It or Leave IL" program
drew loud hoos from the audience.
His name was Waring and his re-
ply to Baker's question about his
work was that he wids a real
estate broker,

“Have you any apartments?”
- Baker inquired.

“Oh, yes,” answered Waring,
“we've got lots but we're not
‘renting them.”

“Why not?”

“Because OPA's still in exist-

next election for it to be voted
‘out.”

It wasn't revealed whether
“Waring demanded a 15% increase
‘on the $64 guestion.

' I\fihil 1-'his. Coupao

Scientifie socinlism fis the con-
i expression of the unce
historical process; namely, the in-
stinctive and elemental drive of the
proletariat lo reconstruct society on
isi beginni These or-
ganic tendencies in the psychology
of workers spring to life with ut-
most rapidity teday in’ the epoch
of crises and wars, 5
—Leon Trbtsky, 1940

o u

By J. R. Johnson

ing industry is
backward.

The American miners receive very
high wages. Sut the British miners
too, have been given wages, and
privileges during the recent period
which set them far above {iheir
pre-war standards and also above
most of the other workers in Great
Britain.

The American coal miners are
constantly being transferred from
private ownership to government
control and back again. The Brit-
ish mines are nationalized and ad-
ministered by a governmeat board.

The American miners have been
persecuted by the government. The
British miners have won from the
government special favors.

Thus there are similarities and
dissimilarities between the iwo
groups of minérs which make it im-
possible to unite them in any pat-
lern except one. They are miners
of 1947 and resent bitterly the cir-
cumstances and conditions of their
labor, Not very long ago there were
dispatches from Stalinist Russia in
which the Stalinist bureaucracy
spoke with bitterness about the
atlitude of the miners in Russia to
their production schedules. The
dramatic circumstances of the Brit-
ish crisis have brought into sharp
focus the relation of the miners to
British produection. But it is noth-
ing that is particularly British., Tt
is world-wide phenomena charac-
teristic not only of miners but of
labor as'a whoue.

This is what is new. The British
Labor Government is bankrupt be-
fore it. The British miner may or
may not give way. That depends
on too many circumstances for us
to attempt a judgment here. But
I believe that this attitude that
they have taken is to be closely
followed by American workers and
revolutionaries, In it can be dis-
cerned an anticipation of a later
stage of development of the coal
miners of the U, S.

The most powerful impression
that emerges from the accounts of
the British miners over the iast
year is the impression of their im-

one of the most

potence. They do mnet know what
to do. The mines are nationalized.
They have a Labor Government.
They have demanded special wages
and special conditions, They have
got them. What next for them? It
is obvious that they do not know.
They can only show their dissatis-
faction by grim resistance to any

propaganda even from their own
Iabor leaders. &

But it is precisely the same feel-
ing which has been widely noted in
the American coal fields. « With
nothing like the experience of their
British brothers, the American min-
ers can only strike and strike and
strike. Sometimes they actually
confess their impotence.

The solution is such a trans-
formation of society as even the
British miners are not yet able to
envisage. It involves a method of
production in which the complete
responsibility for the mines must
rest with the miners themselves.
The actual production must be un-
der their direct control,- The gov-
arnment which administers mus. pe
a government of the workers, rest-
ing upon, dependent upon, con-
trolled by the workers, a system in
which the miners can feel that ev-
ery effort and even privation are
contributing to their own cause and
the cause of the other workers like
themselves, The British miners
are saying as plainly as possible
that the present Labor Government
is not their government. And they
are correct.

The experience of the French
Revolution, and of the Russian Rev-
olution in its heroic days, showed
that once the masses of the people
are convinced that the government
does indeed represent them, there
are no limits to the endurance and
creative power of which they are
capable, That stage still awaits
not enly the American but the Brit-
ish miners also. That is socialism.
And the sullen hostility of miners
all over the world is one of the
great indications of the bankruptcy

of capitalist society.

encroachment on their privileges |
and a supreme disregard fer any

' By Albert Parker

Once there wis a Fox who came
from a fainous family; one of his
;réat-gra,nﬂfathcrs had been im-
mortalized in Aesop's fable about the
Fox who jumped ungain and again
Jor the grapes and finally walked
away, saying: “They were probubl)’
seur grapes anyhow.”

This moecerr Tox was walking
iown the road recently, feeling
nther hungry, when he came upsn
2 vine from which hung grapes so
yig and ripe and juicy that they
made his mouth water.

He judged the distance carefully
for he recalled waat a fool his great.
rrandfather 1nd made of himself
mnd he saw that he could: reach the
|grapes with ease. So'he tensed hi
nuscle! and prepared to jump. A
'that moment a Man interrupted him
and said:

“Stop, don't he so msh. Don’t yor
tnow that those grapes are probably
our? Don't vou realize that you
wen’t big enough to reach them n:
matter how much vou try? Aren’l
you aware of the possibility that in

suncping for them you may break a
leg?™

The Fox agnin looked al the grapes
=nd again measured the distance he
weuld have o jump. Then he leap-
ed and got the grapes the very first
time. As he trotted off, with juice
Arikbling down his chin, he said:
“If T spent my time listening to the
advice of cowards, I would have
darved to death n long time ago.”

¥ % %

No one in the whole wide world
more e_iosely resembles the man in
this' fable than the average union
bureausral at the head of the CIO
and AFL unions in this country.
Covered {from head to foot with a
ellow streak, these miserable crea-
res have the nerve for onlv one
thing—to mislead, misguide and re-
strain the workers bv preaching ser-
mons about the weakness of the
sowerful labor movement.

A representative specimen of this
mreed is Emil Rieve, president of the
~10 Textile Workers and a nation-
al director of the CIO Political Ac-
‘ion Committee. A fypical example
if his kind of ““leadership” was the
pcech he made last week ab the

New York State CIO Convention in
Saratoga Springs. e

As is 'well known, Rieve, like
Philip Murray and William Green
and John L. Lewis, is opposed to the
formation of a Labor Party. As is
equally well known, Rieve, like the
other top bureaucrats, answered the
rank and file demand for a Labhor
Party after the Taft-Hartley Law
was “enacted by promising to drive
from office every member of Con-
ptess who supported that law.

‘SBuch a program cannot amount to
mtich "if it' results in the election of
other anti-labor Congressmen; as
it must il labor does not put up its
own candidates and opgose both ths
Demeerats and the Republicans. But
even this promise now seems “too
bold" to Rieve, For he tried to re-
nege on it at the CIO convention.

He warned labor ‘“not to dissipate
its strength at the polls bv trying to
defeat in one swoop all Congress-
men who voted for thg Taft-Hartley
Lakor Law." He declared it would
be “too big a job' for labor to ae-
complish its stated goal of defeat-
ing all who supported the law. In-
stead, labor ought to “pick out a list
of 100 Representatives and Senators

and to concentrate on tham."” Ip
that case, “then something might: be
acne."”

And to drive his point home, Riove
warned that those in organizéd la-
bor “should not kid ourselves that
labor is so strong that it can con-

trol the political destiny of the
country.” (N. Y. Herald Tribune,
Sept. 5.)

Chicken-hearted themselves, afraid
to break away from ' their rolitical
masters in the capitalist parties, thz
Rieves try to discourage and de-
moralize and frighten the workers so
that they will fail to understand and
utilize their unsurpassable strength

Fifteen million organized workere
and their families plus their allies
among the working farmers and the
Negro people cannot control the po-
litical destiny of this country, they
say. Why not?” Aren't they the un-
disputed majoritv of the ccuntry, a
even Daniel Tobin of the Teamsters
was forced to admit recentlv? Don't
they produce the things that malke
this country great? Don't they have
the right to say how it shall be run
and to run it themselves through
their own party and in their own in-
terests?

At a meeting in Washington

the unions into submitting

the top legal figures of the NLREB

get together to cook up new angles in administering the Ta.f;;—lla.rtley
Slave Labor Law. Right now they are concentrating on maneuvering
“anti-communist"
(1, to r,) are David Findling, Joseph C. Wells, Czar Robert Denham,
Charles Brooks and Ellison Smith.

affidavits. Seated

(Federated Picture)
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By Art Preis

Maybe I'm a little slow in
the head, like my best friends
say. But all these years it seems
I’ve been going around with a
cock-eyed notion about what a
“friend of labor” is. Last week,
thanks to the New York State
CIO leaders in convention as-
sembled, I began to see I had
things turned on their head.

Now what would you say a

“friend of labor” is? A militant
union leader, an advocate of mno
taxes on the poor and bigger faxes
on the rich, somebody who demands
all war funds be used for low-cost
government housing projects, an
opponent of Wall Street’s political
monopoly who wants to build a la-
bor party? If so, youre a comic.
You ought to be making big money
like Jack Benny,
You see, that's just what I've been
saying—and not in joke either. So
it's quite a shock for me to realize
how wrong T've been. And that's on
‘he authority of the whole Lop lead-
ership of the Stale CIO.

THE CANDIDATE

It all came about when they pick-
ed a candidate for me to vole for
—Mayor O'Dwyer. They called him
the “next governor” right from the
state CIO convention platform.
They cheered and beat their palms
and hailed him as a super deluxe
model of a “friend of labor.” And
that's how T've come to see what

a “friend of labor” is.
»

rr o F L

Of course a “friend of labor” is
a Demoerat, particularly a big-shot
from Tammany Hall. But that’s
just a general gualification, like be-
ing a citizen before you can vote.
To rate a nod from the State CIO
leaders you have to demonstrate ad-
ditional talents.

Right at the top of the list is
strikebreaking. You've got as much
chance getting political support from
these CIO leaders without being
a strikebreaker as I've got of win-
ning the Pulitzer Prize for this
article. ™ A

Your record must be outstanding
in this field—nothing short of try-
ing to bust more strikes than any
public official in the country, ex-
cepting maybe Truman—and that’s
tough competition.

This politician I've been told to
back for governor has been Mayor
of New York City since Jan. 1,
1946. Within a month he had dis-
aster headlines plastered on every
front page, howling against the
striking AFL tugboat workers with
scareheads about “famine” and
“starvation.” He shut the whole
city down for 16 hours just to prove
his point. Even the businessmen
thought that was going too far.

Next, the CI? workers at West-
ern Union went on strike, The
Mayor put more cops around the
Western Union picket lines than
you’'ll see escorting a parade of the
President down Fifth Avenue. Big,
tough, scab-herding cops, thousands
of them — the kind that get a
thrill out of clubbing women 'and
itch to crease a pioket’s skull with
a blackjack. Right there you could

see he was making it hard for the
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MAYOR O'DWYER

state CIO leaders to back anyone
else for governor,

If you think he ever supported
any strike, even hinted the strikers
were in the right once, you're as
thick as I've been. Never—never—
back strikers, if you want the New
York CIO to ask you fo run for
governor as a “friend of Ilabor.”
Bust ’em all impartially, must be
your moftto. _

Every time the CIO subway
workers asked for a raise — the
Mayor: demonstratively called to-
gether all the police officials and
cily authorities. He let the news-
papers krow that if there were a

|| subway ~ strike he had 15,000 more

cops than his predecessor and he
would know how to use them in"the
“public interest.”

His cops beat up on the Brooklyn
Trust Company strikers a few weeks
ago. _ They ran interierence for
scab drivers, mobilized by the
Mayor, in the recent Queens strike.
And when these cops have nothing
better to do, they put in a little

. f 3
lextra practice by terrorizing the

Negro people in Harlem or running
|i11 pickets protesting Jim Crow, like
| the Palisades Park incident a couple
of weeks ago.

Yesterday, I was passing a picket-
line of 12 women in front of a 14th
Street  department store, Hecht’s.
"There were six big cops, armed to
the (eeth, “keeping order.” Also a
squad car standing by for “emer-
gencies,” It's these little touches
ihat make you a “friend of labor.”

Don't Lhese 15,000 extra cops now
and then nab a gangster? Well, I
see by the papers that they've had
11 unsolved gang murders in-a
couple of months over in a small
:section of Brooklyn. But the police
| positively assure us they have a
“lead.” All they need is more time
and fewer strikes to occupy their
attention.

Cur Mayor and "“next governor”
has many other qualifications. A
month after he was in office he
doubled the city sales tax. Every-
time I buy something for more than
{15 cents, T pay two per cent more
because of this “outstanding politi-
cal figure” That doesn’t go for
stock transactions on Wall Street.

Now, that stink coming from the
New York subways is more than
their natural odor.’ It’s the millions
going yearly (o the bankers. and
other big bondholders Who “sold”
the subways to the city for five
times their worth and have been
living off the interest on the city
debt ever since. OQur “friend of
labor” is pushing for a subway fare
boost.  Another reason why he's
supposed to gel my vote.

That’s just a few of the main
qualifications for a “friend of la-
bor,” according to the model point-
ed out by the state CIO leaders.
Frankly, I'm still not sold, but then,
as I say, I'm inclined to be stubborn
in my opinions. Maybe one of
these days T'll be on a picket line
a1d get a love-tap from one of
ODwyer's cops, Maybe that will
pcund the 1ht slant into my head
about this “friend of labor” busi-
ness.

&

Vatican’s full support,

This speech also marked an inten-
sification of the Vatican's interven-
tion in Italian: polities. It is plain,
this. intervention is on the side of
the reactionaries and bitterly against
the working class parties, in the
first instance against the Stalinist
and Socialist parties. -

Following-up the recent exchange
of letters between the Pope and
Truman, the WVatiean publicly an-
nounced in effeet that it: would go
all out for the Truman Doctrine.
Not only will the Holv See hence-
forward furnish “spiritual support
on the international -arena, but it
will take the leadership of the anti-
communist forces in Italy.
BELLICOSE TONE

Although the speech was clothed
in the usual pomp and ritual of
papal utterances, it was remarkable
for its bellicose tone and the re-
peated use of semi-military terms
and references. The N. Y. Times
headed its dispatch: ‘‘Pope Asks
War On Foes Of Church In An At-
tack At Moscow.”” It also drew at-
tention to the statement that in this
battle against communism (and the
Soviet Union) “even a few minutes
can decide the victory.”

In zddiden to the open call to
Lattle, the Pope’s speech contained
a liberal dose of soeial demagogy.
It was stated that the Vatican was
iopposed to the unequal distribution
of the world's goods, “if those goods
are in the hands of a relatively
small and execeedingly rich group
while vast masses are condemned to
pauperism and to an economic fo-
sition unworthv of human beings.”
This ‘“defense” of the poor is an at-
tempt to make the Italian people
forget that the Church in Italy has
sided time and again with the
wealthy landowners and capitalists,
and was a leading supporter and
collaborator of the Fascist regime.

The situation confronting the
Italian capitalist class and the Vati-
can is extremely perilous. The dom-
inant moods among the peasantry
and working class are anti-capitalist
and anti-clerical. The working
class parties have tremendous fol-
lowings. Strikes are continually
rocking' the country. At this writ-
ing a million agricultural -workers
are on strike in the Po-River valley.
Former partisans are bitter at the
government's leniency toward prom-
inent fascist eriminals. Huge pro-
test meetings including city-wide
general strikes in northwest Italy
have followed the freeing of fascists
who had been arrested by the parti-
sans.

PLIGHT CONTINUES

The economic plight of Italy
shows no promise of improvement
under capitalism. This coming. win-
ter again offers the workers cold
and hunger. The only perspective
of the Italian capitalists -and gov-
ernment leaders is anothér .loan
from the Truman administration.
They hope that they will get. enough
to avert an overturn and that the
Stalinist and Social Democratic
leaders will ‘imeanwhile succeed by
their policies in-reducing the masses
to a,state of disillusionment and
apathy. Then the neo-fascist move-
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ments, which  have sprung up all
over Italy and which have ample
financial backing, will be able, they
hope, to repeat Mussoljni's ‘“March
on Rome.”

The urgency of the situation, mir-
rored in the Pope's speech, is in-
creased by the impending withdraw-
al of American troops from Italy.
Truman will do this reluctantly un-
der the terms.of the recently rati-
fied peace treaty. This will leave
the Italian .capitalists and the Vati-
can face to face with the peasantry
and working class—without foreign
bayonets to protect them.

The masses who still follow the

he .}F_C.Ible-ofwth‘e Fox and the Bureaucrat

capitalists, corrupt politicians, brass
hats and faint-learted labor lieu-

tenants of capitalism? Not if la
bor is conscious of its strength an
of the nced to use it politically. as
well as economically.

American labor has had enough
the Rieves and their counsels of pes-

such cravens had been listened to in
1776, the American colonists never

Tf such misleaders had been fol-
lowed in the 19th Century, the Negro
people would still be groaning un-
der the yoke of chattel slavery.
If we ourselves had not had more
guts "in the 1930’s than Rieve ad-
vises us to show now, the CIO it-
self could never have heen built."’

turn our backs on the false advice
of the union bureaucrats, tense our
muscles and jump for the goal which
is easily within our grasp—a Labhox
Party of our own, through which
we can begin the political job of

building a new and better world.

‘(feorge Lavan

Abandoning previous pretenses of promoting peace through
neutrality in politics, the Pope last Sunday called for a crusade
against communism and the Soviet Union. The Sept. 7 speech
made it clear that the next World War,
Seviet Unioh, would have the+

directed against the

working class parties of Ttaly are
ready for struggle but are dismaved
at the pitiful achievements of their
parties and bewildered by the be-
trayals of the leadership. Most be-
wildered of al are the Stalinists.
They now hear the Pope declaring
open war on them and they recall
how only a few months ago their
deputies—the Stalinist deputies—
voted for the Papacy as their state-
supported religion w©f the Italian
Republic.

There are not a few in the United
States who will take the phrases
against tyranny and totalitarianism

Pope’s Speech Steps Up Reactionary
Intgtgeﬁgign in ltalian Political Life

in the Pope's speech at face valué

democracy.
shows just the contrary,

FAVORS FASCISTS

The panal
to Fascist Spain. TFranco still ‘re-
|mains the favorite ruler of ‘Po
Pius XII, just as it was Pope Pius
man sent by ‘Providence.” T
cash from Mussolini and one billi
lire in Fascist State bonds.

a center of world reaction.

It has openly taken its place as
rroponent and fighter for capitalism
in Ttalv and for the Truman Doc=
trine throughout the world.

rising cost of living!

and veterans!

fne hours of work with no
and unemployment!

breaking!

No injunctions! No compulsory

low-rent housing!

End Jim Crow!
trade unions!

and war.

Against capitalist conscription!

workers in all lands!

Our Program:
I. Defend labor's standard of living!

A sliding scale of wages — an escalator wage clause in'’all union
contracts to provide automatic wage increases to' meet the

Organize mass consumers committees for independent action against

profiteering and price-gouging! .
Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under workers controll

2. Full employment and job security for ali workers

For the &-hour day, 30-hour week! A sliding scale of hours—reduce

Government operation of all idle plants under workers' controll’
Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for workers and
veterans during the entire periad of unemploymentl

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government strike-

No restrictions on the right to stike and picket!

4. Build an independent labor party)
5. Tax the rich, not the poorl

Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government

7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!

End anti-Semitism!

8.For a veterans' organization sponsored by the

9. A working class answer to capitalist militarism

Take the war-making powers away from C;ngrassl Let the people
vote on the question of war or peacel

Abolish the officer caste system!

Full democratic rights in the armed forcesl

Trade Union wages for the armed forces!

Military training of workers, financed by the government, but under
control of the trade unions! ,

10. Solidarity with the revalutionary struggles of the

For the complete independence of the colonial peoples! ..
Withdraw all American troops from foreign soill

I'l. For a Workers' and Farmers' Government!

reduction in pay to prevent layoffs

arbitration|

Who or what is going to stop them ¢
—a few hundred thousand bloated

simism, despair and defeatism. TIf °

would have- been able to win their .
war for independence from Britain.

Like the fox in our fable, we must

and conclude-.that the Holy Seg ‘is
actually fighting for freedom -and'
fhe Vatiean's ‘record

thunderings "against
dictatorship do not apply at alle=

XI who spoke of Mussolini as’ “the’

Papacy accepted 750 million lire in

Far®
from being a Torce for freedom and
democracy, the Vatican still remaing *
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Laud Washington Envoys
For Shift in Greek Regime

t ee

. ol 2

Gove

b

L

i

Loy W. Henderson, ace
ouble-shooter of the State
Department, has apparently
succeeded in rearranging the
Gteek puppet government to
suit Wall Street’s political

tastes.

On Sept. 7 King Paul of the House
of Glucksberg swore in as Premier,
Themistocles Sophoulis, 87-year-old
quisling who still wears a few tat-
tered rags of liberalism. This was
the best that Henderson, U. 5. Am-
bassador Lincoln MacVeagh and
Dwight Griswold, head of the U. 8.
Aid Mission, could do in the way of
making the unsavory Greek regime
look presentable. The capitalist
press declared it a “big day”.

Sophoulis had previousiy declared
kit he “would never under any cir-
cumstances’ serve in the same cab-
inet as the utterly discredited arch-
reactionary Tsaldaris, boss of the
previous cabinet. He insisted on a
‘free hand” in filling posts should
he be named Premier.

Tsaldaris, on the other hand, had
balked at serving under Sophoulis,
although he yielded to Washington's
demand to oust ex-bandit Napoleon
Zervas, organizer of the sweeping
“anti-red” purge that recently
shocked American public opinion.

These puppets calculated that Wall
Street would not pull out of Greece
any way so why not shake down
all the racket would stand? It was
mnot revealed what promises or
threats Henderson might have ap-
plied, but both these Greek political

keteers suddenly made conces-
ons glaringly divergent from their
“previous tough statcments.
Sophoulis accepted Tsaldaris as a
cabinet member. ¥e accepted him,

oreover, as head of a powerful
. inner combination in the cabinet.
d' Sophoulis proved decidedly
menable to “suggestions’” on can-
didates for cabinet posts.
" Tsaldaris claimed that he felt “hu-
miliated by pressure . . . from the
United States.” But like a true
quisling he swallowed his humilia-
tion' with remarkable fortitude and
khuckled down to work for Wall
Stréet under Sophoulis.
- Throughout this' farce, Washing-

See Mdre Gold Where
The Last Came From

\The .Turkish dictatorship is
looking for more gold as a result
.of the $100,000,000 U.S. loan which
the Truman Administration oblig-
ingly handed them to build up a
~streamlined army. So they are
. busily-whitewashing their regime
to give it the clean-looking “lib-
"eral” front Wall Street prefers
for quisling regimes.

" The Turkish pgovernment, re-
. ports the press, '‘is getting ready
. to apply to the world bank for
a- $400,000,000 loan.."

Marshall’s Advice

On Shuffling Puppets

In his Sept. 10 column, Drew
Pearson, the well-known Wash-
ington correspondent, reports a
gonversation between Secretary
pf State Marshall and Dwight
Griswold, head of the U. S. Mis-
sion to Greece, that casts a vivid
light upon the degree of State
Department control over Lhe
Greek royalist government.

On heing hriefed for his trip,
Griswold told Marshal he “‘would
revamp the Greek Government
quickly.”

“Hadn’t you better go a little
slow?” Marshall caulioned. “We
can't be dictators.”

Griswold casually responded:
“I dined with 10 prominent news-
papermen, Evet'y one agreed that
my first move should be for a
new povernment.”

ton pretended it was not intervening
in the intermal affairs of Greece
against the will and interests of the
Greek people. The purpose of thi:
pretense was to avoid political re-
sponsibility for the cleaned-un «:b-
inet and to continue the Allied fairy
tale about the royalist regime sal-
vaged from the gutters of Europe
being a sovereign government “dem-
ocratically® chosen by the Greek
people.

But apparently careerist throat-
cutting between MacVeagh and Gris-
wold fouled up the guiet behind-the-
scenes rearrangement of puppets. It
was necessary to fly a top drawer
trouble-shooter to the scene. Hen-
derson’s spectacular flight thus ex-
posed the whole game so thoroughly
that it is difficult to see how even
the most optimistic liars on the cap-
italist press expect to brazen this
one oul successfully.

POLITICAL REASONS

What were the political reasons
for this shift in the pupret regime?
Washington hoped to shake off the
onus of keeping in office the most
hated guislings like Zervas—particu-
larly since these puppets failed in
the task assigned them of crushing
all political opposition in Greece.

In preparation for a better pre-
rared and more peaceful drive
against the insurgent Greek people,
Washington thought it advisable to
begin with a liberal gesture or two
such as offering *‘amnesty’” to the
partisans and “‘reviewing” the tens
¢of thousands of cases of people rail-
roaded into concentration camps
and prisons in the recent' purge.
They needed a “‘liberal” premier to
make these gestures look plausible.

Consequently, the day after it was
sworn in, the Sophoulis-Tsaldaris
cabinet proclaimed a general am-
nesty for the partisans, provided
they '“lay down their arms.” TFew
rartisans are likely to be taken in
by this move. In the previous “‘am-

' PERU

Bv Tomas Robles
NATIONAL SECRETARY,
MARXIST WORKERS GROUP

(GOM)

LIMA, Peru, Sept. 1 —
hrough a legal coup d’etat,
.. L. Bustamante, President of
Peru, has just established a vir-
. _tual dictatorship, announcing
ih a sensational radio address
at 9:30 P.M. the suspension of
civil liberties, and invoking the
powers conferred on the Presi-
dent by Article 70 of the Con-
stitution.

From now on the authorities can
legally invade homes, without spe-
cific warrant, jail citizens without
cause, ban freedom of travel within
the country, prohibit entry into the
couniry or exile whomever it wish-
es, deny the right of assembly, per-
secute, imprison and “liquidate”
those who oppose these measures —
and all this without previous notice,
court decision or congressional ap-
proval.

Bustamante’'s decree did not ex-
pressly abolish freedom of the press,
but the suspension of civil liberties
placed journalists, writers and po-
litical opponents at the mercy of
the government. Thus, the “demo-
cratic Bustamante regime took uj
the arms of dictatorship.

The pretext for this decree was
" the general strike in Lima that be-
gan Aug. 28 amid a profound eco-
nomic and political crisis. Labelling
‘it a sedilious poli'ical strike, Bus-
amante declared it illegal.

The political scene in Peru is
ominated by the struggle between
‘the reactionary plutocracy and the
JApra, a petty bourgeois party with
pport among the workers.

The plutocratic reaction includes
the most important sections of the
“native bourgeois class. It has made
political capital of the discontent
of the petty bourgeoisie and enjoys
the scarcely dissimulated complicity
of the Communist (Stalinist) Party.
Far from having been eliminated by
the: 1945 election victory of the
Apra party and a combination of

nesty” the government no sooner

| disarmed as many of its opponents

as possible than it redoubled the
Llood-letting, It is far easier and
much less dangerous to liquidate an
unarmed citizen than one able to
defend his rights gun in hand.

The Sophoulis-Tsaldaris cabinet
likewise announced that it would
screen the survivors of the tens of
thousands purged under Zervas and
judge their cases in a spirit of
kroad-mindedness and justice and
without political prejudice.” How
many will be released from prison
under this noble-souadir); pledge
remains to be seen.

At the same time the Sophoulis-
Traldaris cabinet announced its in-
tention to “crush the rebellion; as
well as those adhering to il or sup-
porting' it. in the most relentless
way.” This means i1t the procla-
mation of “amnesty” will shortly

Meanwhile “under pressure and
promises’” from the State Depart-
ment, the British Government has
indicated that it will delayv with-
drawal of all British troops a litile
longer. Wall Street wants more
time to prepare public opinion for
the replacement of these troops by
American GIs. Without Allied troops
in Greece, the puppet government
would be threatened with quick

be followed by intensified civil war. |

collapse.

Look éver New Domain

Members of Congress are {aking off in all directions to “study”

the situation in various pai'ts of
staked out for its domain,

Ieave New York for Europe.

At taxpayers’ expense, they are com-
b'ning vacations and cpportunities fo gelt new “arguments” to but-
tress the Truman Doctrive and the Marshall Plan.
members of a House Foreign Affairs Subcommitice preparing to
Left to right: Reps. James G. Fulton
(B.-Pa.), Jaceb J. Javils (R.-N.Y.) and Frank Chelf (D.-N.Y,),

the world which Wall Street has

Shown here are

(Federated Picture)

The Sﬁétiight in Great Britain last week remained on 140

miners at Grimethorpe, a colliery surrounded by hills of slag
in a bleak, grim valley of Yorkshire. These 140 miners were
still helding out in a wildcat strikel that began Aug. 11.

What gave this  strike dy-*

namic impact was the rank and
file sclidarity of miners in
cther pits. As many as 60,000
downed tools in sympathy.

The forces arrayed against the
Grimethorpe strikers were enor-
mous: the district officials of thei
own National Union of Mine Work-
ers, the nationsl offizials of the
union, the members of Parliamen’
from the area, the Coal Board anc
the rest of the Government appara-
tus and the capitalist press.

Washington incizated its concermy
and such pewerful mouthpieces of
Wall Street as the N. Y. Times
angrily declared that the fate of the
British Covernment, the problem
of the Rubr, the nature of Europe’s
economic crisis and the Miarshall
Plan were all tangled up by this
wildcat strike.

But the 140 strikers remained
firm. Their heroism can be judged
by the fact that they have stuck for

a month although denied strika
kenefits. The union bureaucrats, in-
cluding the Stalinists, hoped to

starve them into submission.

The strike began-when the bhu-
reaucrats heading the union agresd
to a Coal Board decision to increase

By Joseph Hansen

For the past month the
Kremlin has scunded a note in
its propaganda not heard for a
decade or more. The Moscow
bureaucracy is recalling the
Bolshevik revolution of No-

vember 1917.
This long disused note was

struck on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of the Sixth Bolshevik
Congress which convened Aug. 8,
1917. Pravda reprinted an article
“American Billions” written by
Stalin in August 1917 for the news-
paper Proletari.

That article, printed when Lenin
and Trotskv headed the Bolshevik
Party, was aimed at American im-
perialism and the support it was
then giving the Kerensky regime.
“They used to say in Russia,” the
Stalin article declares, “that the
light of socialism comes from the
West. And that was true. From
there in the West we learned about
revolution and socialism.”

In the 1905 revolution, however,

“the West helped the Czarist reac-

New Note i
Designed to

tionary regime," and again in 1917
“American carital furnishes billions
to the coalition of Kerensky-Milyvu-
kov-Tseretelli, so that having final-
lv. ccwed the Russian revolution it
may defeat the prowing revolution
in the West.”

Pravda utilizrs the article {o draw
a parallel between Wall Street's role
in 1617 with its rolza in 1947, point-
ing to tbe American tanks, planes
and guns used against the people
of Indonsesia, hina and Grosee.
“Imperialist states still lavishly fi-
nance the type of regimes which cul-
minated in the October Revolution.”

Pravda then repeats the Stalinist
concoction about Stalin  delivering

the “principal report” — allegedly
against Trotsky—at the Sixth Bol-
shevik Congress, calling for over-

throw of the bburgeois coalition and
the establishment of the dictatorshin
of the proletariat.
skyites and other -oprositionists
raised the stock cobjectien that thare
could be no sccialist revelution in
Russia save in conjunction with a
similar revelution in western
Europe,” declares Pravda, Stalin ro-

plied that “‘the possibility is not ex-
cluded that Russia will be the coun-

righten

“When the Trot- .

fry that will lay the road to social-
18I0, v ol2 i

This, of course, is a lie. Stalin,
so far as his activities prior to Au-
gust 1917 are known at all, stood
among those oprosing Lenin’'s and
Trotsky's views on the possibility of
socialist revolution in Russia. But
aside from that, mere referencs
nowadays to “‘socialist revolution”
is a novel departure for the Mos-
cow kLureaucrats whose hahds are
stained with the blcod of countless
revolutionary socialists.

To this must be added Stalin’s
Sept. 8, 1947, speech on the occasion
of '*Moscow's 860th birthday." Stal-
in took as his main theme *“‘capital-
ist slavery” versus the "new Soviet
sccial-economic  order,” and de-
nounced “agents of imperialism”
who are “endeavoring’ to ‘'provoke
a new war.” _

The press likewise reports thet
the celebration in the USSR of the
2Cth anniversary of the November,
1817, revolution is being prepared on
a motif that in “tone, content and
approach,” is “highly reminiscent of

fthe great Bolshevist surge toward
{ world revolution in 1917."

The main inspiration for this shift

remlin Propaganda
Vail Street

in the Kremlin's line of propaganda
is obviously fear of Wall Street.
Stalin is answering Wall Street’s
pressure by hinting that he is cap-
able of committing “terrible” deeds.
Stalin is trving to frighten the Wall
Street monopolists into a deal with
the specter of sccialist revolution.

To rzach this conclusion it is suf-
ficient to ncte the coincidence of
Stalin’s references to “‘socialist rev-
olution” and the davs of 1917 with
Wall Street’s time table. The cele-
Lrations of the November revolution
will occur approximately at the time
chosen {or a possible special session
of Congress to appropriate funds for
the Marshall Flan.

November is likewise the month
tentatively scheduled for drawing up
the peace treaties that will official-
Iy end World War II. These treatiss
are an integral part of the prepara-
tions for the projected Third World
War.

this radical-sounding propaganda
remains to be sesn. Its main aim,
however, is clearly to increase Mos-
cow's bargaining power with Wall

DECRE

not too closely tied up with the
previous dictatorships), reaction was
in reality strengthened by the weak,
conciliatory and capitulationist po‘l-
icy of the Apra.

Despite its powerful working class
support, the Apra party after its
election victory in 1945 opened the
door of legality to reaction, lifting
to power the very same Bustamante
who now threatens the Apra with
persecution.

Although the Apristas, together
with their sympathizers, controlled
che Parliament, they abstained from
Jassing any measures whatever to
thenge the social order. The revo-
utionary democratic program which
had attracted the masses was tossed
nto the waste-paper basket. The
Apra did not have the slightest
‘ntention of touching a stone in
‘he economic foundation of the
‘eudalistic bourgeoisie.

ACT AS STRIKEBREAKERS

Still more, the early anti-impe-
sialism of the Apristas gave way
first to “anti-fascist” phrase-mon-
zering and theii to the most shame-
less pro-imperialism. The Apristas
joined the Bustamante regime in
yoposing the payment of the for-
‘ign debt and the granting of new
vl eoncessions to Wall Street. To-
ay they are the loudest-mduthed
wdvocates of the Truman Doctrine.
n the trade union field, they have
wted &s strikebreakers since 1945,
vith rare exceptions demanded by
nementary needs.

The traditional reactionaries were
1t long in recovering from the
‘ear aroused by their defeat in the
945 elections. They took advantage
i those aspects of the Apra pro-
mram which in the eyes of the
nasses represented nebulous de-
aceracy. They launched a furious
ampaign of propaganda and in-
vigues, ostensibly directed against
he Apra but in reality aimed
gainst the popular masseés and
wgainst the democratic conquests of
he masses, which thev found in-
J'erable even in a nebulous form.
The Apra replied with fits of
impotent hysteria and episodic. vio-
lénce against all its political op-
oonents. But it capitulated step

Dropping the pious mask of rde-
mocracy, the Bustamante govern-
ment, aided by the Apristas them-
selves, demonstrated its increcsing-
Iy reactionary character day by day

From the beginning, Bustamante
appeared as a bitter foe of the
trade union movement. Today his
regime is developing a line suited
to the National Alliance — a po-
litical conglomeralion in the pay of
the plutocracy.

CHIEF PROPAGANDIST

Chief propagandist of these pseu-
do-parties is Eudocio Ravines, ex-
leader of the Communist (Stalinist)
Party, expelled in 1940 for personal
feuds, now a servant of native re-
acticon. He has not failed, na-
turally, to proclaim the Stalirist
thesis of the “democratic-bourgeois
revolution” and to advocate an al-
liance between the workers and
capitalists of Peru.

As for the Stalinist leaders, de-
spite their loud shouting over the
cynicism of Ravines, they openly
advocate an identical policy of Na-
tional Unity, denouncing the totali-
tarianism sand pro-imperialism of
the Apra as the main danger. The
Stalinist leaders have little support
among the working class. Their
policies tend to cdincide more anc
mere with the desires of the reac-
tionary forces.

While they have not yet joined
the Na‘lonal Alliance, they have
many times indicated their desire
of reaching an understanding with
it. Recently they proposed a com-
mon program, In return for openly
joining the traditional *“civilistas”
(old line reaclionary political cur-
rents), they asked for nothing more
than a struggle against red-baiting
and “against imperialism.” We
know how worthless promises on
such demands are ard we under-
stand the demagogic and reaction-
ary character of the “anti-imperial-
ism” which the Stalinists serve up
for. the native bourgeois lackeys of
Wall Street.

The Jan. 7 assassination of Fran-
cisco Grana, editor of La Prensa,
mouthpiece of the sugar and cotton
magnates, was attributed to the
Apra. A rabid campaign against

conservative “liberals” -(that is, those |

| oy step to the reactionary forces.

the Apra followed. Up to now the

.abstentionists.

court has nol handad down a ver-
dict. Many suspected Apristas are
being held, aimonz them A, Tello, a
pariiamentsry representative known
as head of the “buffaloes” (Aprista
shock forces).

REACT]pNARY MANIFESTO

Wih the sharpening of the po-
litical crisis, almost half the Sen-
ators, many of them eclected by
Aprista votes, issued a reactionary
Manifesto in the spirit of the Na-
tional Alliance, and agreed not to
return fto the Serate. They issued
a Manifesto witten in consonance
with the political line of the Na-
tional Alliance.

Parliament was thus suspended,
for according to tlie Constitution.
in the absence of a quorum the
Senate could not legislate. The
Hcuse of Representatives in tumn
could nof secure ratification of its
measures by the Senate. Later T2
Representatives (the Apristas with
their allies number 74) decided to
follow the txample of the Senale
The five “Commun-
ist” Representatives played along
with this reactionary maneuver.

The emboldened forces of reac-
dlon redoubled the offensive against
he Apra. This party, which in
sther times had resorted to rash
stremes in demagogically appeal-
g to the masses, now did not
mow how to answer.

The feudaiistic bourgeoisie, cer-
‘ain of government support, is pre-
raring an audacious meneuver, It
iccuses the Apra of fomenting a
oolitical sirike in order io replace
the cabinet with a gang favorable
to the Apra. Such was the keynote
of reaction echoed by the Stalinists
it the end of August,

The general s'rike of Aug. 28 in
veality was neither properly pre-
pared nor guided by the Anra. The
Aprista chiefs fearcd resorting to
the kind of working class action
which could carry them farther
than they wanted and endanger
their legali'y, parliamentary repre-
sentation and trade union and gov-
ernment posts <irough which they
hope to gain standing among the
feudal bourgeocisie. In any event,
the Aprista trade union bureaucrats
dil everything to resirain the rank

and filé and avoid the general strike
*that was widely demanded to de-
fend the unicns.

After wasting iwo weeks in bu-
ceaucratic maneuvers, they finally
:alled the general strike on Aug.
28. The Workers Trade Union of
Lima (USTL) raised only ore strike
demand—solidarity with the union-
ists in three I“.ctories whose leaders
had been victimired by the em-
oloyers. They insisted that the
strike was not political and could
not have any other social demands.
They went into the stidce with the
ntention of selling it out, for them
‘t was all a political maneuver,

The government iudicated its
stubborn decision to break the
strike, declared the strike illega;
and called- out the army.

REPEATED SLANDERS

The Stalinists and fheir prodigal
son Ravines played the role of
strikebreakers. The parties and
frade ynion groups controlled by
these iraitors condemned the strike,
repeating the slanders circulated by
the reaction and calling on the
werkers in the neighbering port of
the USTL.

This seriously weakened the strike,
but the textile workers and many
workers in the neighboring port of
Callao went out anyw:=-y., For four
lays the workers demonstrated a
magnificent spirit of militancy. But
when the government announced
he suspension of civil liberties, the
Aprista leaders at once reduced the
strike demands to a proposed settle-
ment already rejected by the unions.
rhe betrayal was complete.

The Apra agents and the Stalin-
ists who kent the transportation
system moving under army protec-
tion  during the strike inflicted a
Taitorous blow. The bourgeoisie is
firm and aggressive. The govern-
ment hopes to inaugurate an era
of dictatorship.,

The same night Bustamante is-
sued his decree, troops attacked
USTL locals. . The locals remain
padlocked. Not a whisper of pro-
test from the Apra.

The largest section of the work-
ing class, not infected up to now

by the virus of Stalinism, boiled

Street.,

with indignation over the capitula-
ion of the Aprista leaders whom
they had =zcclaimed up to yestei-
day.

he working class is not defeated.
The gestation of the strike, its de-
velopment and immediate conse-
quences are evidence of the begin-
ning of mass rebellion against the
petty bourgeois politics of the Apra.
The workers began the strike and
were prepared to stick threugh until
they won it., They could mnot do
30 because of the Stalinist betrayal.
They encountered betrayal on all
sides.

We Trotskyists of Peru can be
areud of our proletarian -attitude.
Trcm the beginning we were the
drmest adivocates of the strike. Our
members are not numerous but they
are endowed with great energy and
intelligence. They were a big fac-
wor in helping the rank and file
force the trade union bureaucrats
to call the strike.

DECISIVE ROLL

In one factory we played a direct
and decisive role. We sought to
serve as the most faithful repre-
sentatives of the aspirations of the
workers of this factory, who in_ the
majority supported the Apra. In
he deliberations preparatory to the
general strike, the presence of one
of us was of great value in arous-
ing fear among the bureaucrats and
zalvanizing the rank and file dele-
zaftes.

During +¢he strike we were con-
stantly in the front rank. When the
action was ended, we were able to
evaluate the happenings with the
greatest authority. Despite adverse
conditions w2 are printing a mani-
festo analyzing the situation and
giving a revolutionary orientation.
T'he courageous activity of our small
group must transform what could
be the demoralization of the prole-
tariat into the beginning of its
grand awakening.

We do not know whether we will
be forced into the underground by
the time these lines are read abroad.

Anything is possible now. Out hope

dawn of a great victory.

lss>.

How far the Kremlin will carry|’

he daily ''stint”” of the Grimethorpe
mniners from 21 feet of coal face to
3 feet. These miners had alreadv
12d their “stint” increased to the
naximum. So they walked out.

One of them patiently explained
0 N. Y. Times correspondent Her-
vert L. Matthews: “It is like a camel
srossing the dersert with a load of
straw which is all he can carry. The
iriver puts another straw on and
1e loses the camel, load and every-
thing. If he only had fed that straw
%0 the camel he would have been all
right.”

TURNED DOWN OFFER

The Attlee Government used
sverything but armed force attempt-
ing to break the strike. Emmanuel
Shinwell, Minister of Fuel and
Power, proposed an investigation
committee to check up the complaint
about the unfairness of the order
for increased production. But the
140 must first return to work. The
140 saw no need for an investigation.
They turned down the offer,

Will Lawther, President of the un-
ion, told the 140 to go back to work
and in return the increased pro-
duction order would be “discussed.”
T'he Grimethorpe miners replied by
rainting on a wall in large white
letters: “Hang Will Lawther.”

The most ¥iolent attempt to break
the strike came from Arthur Hor-
ner, well known Stalinist who is
secretary of the National Union of
Mine Workers. He called the valiant
140 strikers “traitors to the nation,”
according to the Sept. 9 Daily Work-
er. Horner was backed by Harry
Pollitt, General Secretary of the
Communist (Stalinist) Party. At a
mass meeting in Hyde Park Sept. 7,
Pollitt insisted that the 140 get back
cn the job and dig the 23 feet of coal
demanded of them.

MILITANT ANSWER

The Yorkshire miners answered by
sending flying squadrons to spread
the sympathy walkout still further,

The Attlee Government and the
union bureaucrats called a meeting
of the Yorkshire miners with the
objective of getting a vote to return
to work. Out of 2,600 in the mine
area, only 700 showed up. They.
listened and argued for three hours
and then the majority' voted to stay

ernment Hit by Strike
0 Coal Mine Workers

British Stalinist;s Lead
Strikebreaking Pack

The Sept. 9 Daily Worker glumly
admits that “Communist trade
union leaders are to bz found along-
side Tory denunciation™ of the
striking British coal miners as ‘‘tral-
tors to the nation.”

The Daily Worker admission, it
should be added, is not quite accu-
rate. The EStalinists are hot “along-
side,” they are in the forefront of
the pack of watchdogs for capitalism
baying at the heroic British coal
miners.

Arthur Horner, Stalinist secretary
of the National Union of Mine
Workers, in particular has made
herculean efforts to smash tha
strike. He threatened the rank and
file of the union that unless they
get bhack fo work at onee and pro-
duce as much in 5 days as they for-
merly did in 5% days, they will
“jeopardize” their newly-won 5-day
week.

This Stalinist trade union bureau-
crat, frightened at the possibility the
British miners might brush aside all
those trying to hold them back and
proceed down the road, toward a so-
cialist society, cried: “If there is an-
other c¢oal crisis such as last win-
ter's, it can bring down the Govern-
ment. Lack of coal can bring down
any Government in this country. It
is not even the fate of the Gov-
ernment which is involved. It is the
fate of the country.”

It was the fate of Horner to get
the answer he deserved from the
minefs—flying squadrons to spread
the strike.

the miners for the 140 at Grime- .
thorpe is of great political signifi-
cance. It shows how dissatisfied the
miners are with the failure of the
Attlee government to end the capi-
talist system and build socialism.
Instead of carrving out the man-
date of the people to organize a so-
cialist society, the Attlee Govern-
ment has done evervthing it could
to shore up cagpitalism. All they
have given the workers is a bu~
reaucracy intent on carrving out the
will of the British capitalist class.
But the miners want the people
to derive the benefits from Britain's
coal resources. That is why they
are so firm in their refusal to-do
5% davs work in 5 days while the
capitalist system still remains, Said

out.
The _widespread sympathy among

being managed by a horde of bu-
reaucrats.” [

| Internationa_l Notes

MIDDLE EAST OIL—Some of the
small time oil companies, known in
the trade as “pirates,” are trying to
set up their own siphon in the lake
of black gold underlying the Mid-
dle East. Eleven of them oirganized
the American Independent Oil Co.,
issued $100,000,000 in capital stock
and applied for concessions.

Former Deputy Petroleum Ad-
ministrator Ralph K. Davies, who
heads this gang of operators, hopes
‘hat the State Department will “in-
sline toward the new group” in
staking out concessions. He argued
*hat the giant oil interests already
antrenched in the Middle East will
‘benefit’’ by letting in the small
yperators “‘from the standpoint of
‘heir relations with the public and
the government by the introduction
>f wholesome rivalry into areas
where control is now concentrated.”

He r:i:id nothing abhout any bene-
fits to the people of either the Mid-
dle East or the United States.

#

ALLIED SLAVE LABOR — Two
wears after the end of World War
I, at least 2,000,000 men are still
held prisoners of war by the former
Allied powers. These workers are
‘eing used as slave labor. Although
~p more prisoners are held in the
United States, the Truman admini-
stration shares in the guilt for this
srime against humanity. Of the
500,000 men performing slave labor
for the French capitalists, about
two-thirds were delivered into their
hands by the White House.

*

* *

® &

MEXICAN BUILDING BUST —
During the war, Mexico City enjoyec
a building boom. Today that boom
has been punctured, construction
drorping in a few meonths 50% to
7% of what it .was last year. The
tack that burst the balloon was &
government request.to the banks tc
tighten up on credit in view of
Mexico's declining dollar balance.

Building trades workers are har¢
hit. One union reported that half
its members are combing the streets

for jobs. Yet the metropolitan area

still lacks adequate housing even by
the most modest siandards,

#®
COLOMBIAN CP—3Some of the is-

sues that led to the three-way split
in the Communist (Stalinist) Party

* %

Then on July 17, after 10 years as
party boss, Auzusto Duran was given
the skids. Duran set up the Demo-
cratic Socialist Party,

Advocating “inter-American uni-
ty," Duran hailed the Petropoiis
Conference, refusing to reprint even |
Henry Wallace's mild criticism in
the Aug. 18 New Republic of that
militaristic gathering. A oapitalist
reporter, astounded at Duran’s sup-
port of the military pact, observed
that the group shows “an amazingly
concilitary pro-United States tone.!

That leaves the official party,
headed by Gilberto Vierira White,
playing the center between the two

other groups.

£ ow %

VENEZUELANS AND RIO—The
Venezuelan Stalinists likewise re- .
acted in various ways to the Petro-
polis Conference. The official leader-
ship attacked Wall Street domina-
tion of the parley.

The opposition, which calls itself
the Unified Communist Party, did
not attack the Petropolis Confer-
ence. Instead it renewed its drive
on the official group, denouncing
them as “Browderistas,” or follow-
ers of Earl Browder,

L T

THREE BRASS BALLS — George
J. Richardson of the ATFL Fire

Congress when he tried peddling
Truman_ Doctrine propaganda
against the Soviet Union,

A British trade unionist, L. Mec-

Gree, answered him: *“If there is -

one shred of honestr left in Prei-
Statue of Liberty to move the torch

brass balls.”

. PHILADELPHIA
Help Fight Conspiracy | -
To Bar the SWP and |
WP From the Ballot |

DEFENSE RALLY
AND SOCIAL

Speakers:
David H. H. Felix
Joint Defense Attorney s
Irene P. LeCompte |

SWP Candidaie

l. Jack Rader

WP Candidatz

4

of Colombia are coming into the

is that this set-back will be the\

open. Last April a group headed byr
Diego Montana Cuellar, a leader of |
the National Petroleum Workers
Federation, was read out of the party
for advocating more militant opposi- l
tion to Wall Street imperialism.

Saturday, Sept. 20, |
2:30 p. m. '
Entertainment, Refreshments
Auspices:
Joint Defense Committee
Faor Political Rights of
I'ndependent Labor Candidates

a Grimethorpe miner, “We dislike .

Fighters Association was drowned by
jeers at the British Trade Union. -

dent Trumn, he cught to climb the -

of liberty and replace it with three .
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"Fascism in the United
States will be directed
against te Jews and the
Negroes, but against the
Negroes particularly,
and in a most terrible
manner.'

Leon Tré‘taky

. Democracy in the Unions
i Internal union democracy will be one of the
main issues before the annual convention of CIO
United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers
which convenes next week in Boston. The de-
bate centers around the right of members to
group together in opposition to the official le:_id-
ership. Maintenance of this right is fundamental
- to the democratic functioning of the union.
The Stalinist faction, controlling the UE, has
been conducting a campaign to ban all opposi-
. tion groups. Ostensibly this campaign is aimed
against the UE Committee for Democratic Ac-
tion. This grouping, organized on a national
scale, publishes its own faction paper and claims
to represent over 25% of the membership.
Because it thus functions as an organized
group, the CDA has been stigmatized as a “dual
organization” and has been ordered to dissolve
by the Stalinist-controlled General Executive
Board. The CDA has defied this ukase and this
controversy will be aired at the Boston conven-
tion. d
The “dual organization” charge against the
CDA is a patent fraud. Every bureaucrat tends
to identify himself with the union. In the minds
of union bureaucrats any opposition to the offi-
cial leadership is an attack upon the union itself.
" According to their logic, an opposition group be-
comes a ‘“dual organization.”
Another bit of crooked argumentation in-

i -

. tion of groups is unnecessary in a “‘democratic
union.” Upon coming into control of a union
apparatus—which is itself an organized group
that supports the administration — the bureau-
‘crat is readily inclined to outlaw all other
groups.

The same is true with respect to the official
union paper. The UE NEWS, for instance, is
being used to attack the opposition and to defend
the administration, while,
opposition is denied the right to present its vaew-
point. Under these circumstances, by no means

: peculiar to the UE alone, the

. functions as the reigning faction’s mouthpiece.
' We hold no brief for the CDA. Its léadership

; is reactionary, its red-baiting method plays into

i the hands of labor’s enemies. This makes them
' a vulnerable target for the Stalinist campaign.

But while we disagree sharply with the policies

. of such groups as the CDA and while we con-

. demn their methods and lack of a constructive

program, we nevertheless firmly defend their

right as union members to function as an or- |

ganized caucus.

To trade union militants, internal democracy
is no abstract principle. It is an issue upon
which hinges the future of the American work-
ing class. It is through the clash of ideas, ex-
pressed in the struggle between organized group-
ings inside the unions, that the genuine militants
will emerge as the authentic leaders of the trade
union movement,

Free James Hickman!

The following letter to The Militant from the
Hickman Defense Committee in Chicago is in
reality addressed to all of our readers who are
participating in the struggle against the housing
shortage, Jim Crow and capitalist injustice:

dulged in by union bureaucrats is that forma-

in its columns, the

“official” paper |

“James Hickman is in a fight for his life.

Perhaps you have not egen heard of the case of
James Hickman, for he is not a ‘prominent’ man.
He i3 a Negro steelworker who brought his fam-
ily from Mississippi to Chicago several years
2go,
of promise.
. . justice, persecution and finally .
_agony that any human being can suﬂer.

. “His four youngest children were burned
alive . . . victims of inhuman housing conditions,
of doub]y insufferable conditions in the Negro
ighetto, and of an unscrupulous landlord who

But all he found was misery, in-

‘by this terrible tragedy, burning with hatred, he
chot the man whom he justifiably held respon-
sible tor the death of his dear ones.

“Now the state (of Illinois) proposes in the
name of justice, to add another chapter to this
series of tragedies by depriving James Hickman
of his life or his liberty. This would accom-
plish nothing but add more suffering to this

He had heard that the north was a land |

. the greatest '

“sought to profit from their misfortune. Stunned '

T

unfortunate family.

“The real solution to this and mxlhons of '
other tragedies, big and small, is to eliminate the |

SOCIAL CRIMES which bring them about —
the lack of adequate housing, and the racial re-
strictions which compel the Negro ‘people to
live under conditions of congestion which are
a constant danger to life and, health. The fight
to free James Hickman can<in some measure
dramatize these conditions and bring public pres-
sure to bear on the authorities'to alleviate them.

“James Hickman is without influence or fi-
nancial means. Tt is the clear obligation of fair
and liberal minded people to come to his assist-
ance.. By so doing, we will serve two aims: we
will help this man and his family and in the
process we can to some degree help the mil-
lions of underprivileged. The defense commit-
tee has retained three prominent, attorneys —
Leon Despres, M. J. Myer, and W. H. Temple.

“We are writing to you in the belief that
you will be anxious to assist to the fullest of
your 3ability. You will realize immediately that
finanrial assistance is of paramount importance.
We feel justified in asking all people of liberal
reputation for substantial contributions. Please
send your donation to the Hickman Defense
Committee at the above address (4619 South
Parkway, Chicago 15, Illinois). We must also
stress that time is of the essence, as the trial
date 1= September 29.

“You can also help by sending protests to
the state’s attorney and letters to the press.”

Let ‘Exodus’ Victims Come Here

Hitler is gone. But Hitlerism, this time with
an Oxford accent and in British uniforms, con-
tinues from where the Nazis left off. We refer
to the case of 4,300 refugee Jews who were forci-
bly removed, outside Palestine, from EXODUS-
1947 and transported back to Germany in three
British prison-ships.

Last week they were unloaded at Hamburg
in a scene that caused a German station-official
standing nearby to mutter, with revulsion, “This
is where we came in.”

Out of sight of reporters, down in the holds
of OCEAN VIGOUR, the first ship to unload,
baton-wielding troops charged the passengers,
including old men and orphans and widows

whose husbands and fathers and families had |

perished in Nazi gas chambers. Emulating the
Hitlerites, a loud speaker blared dance tunes to
drown out the cries and sobs of the victims.

The assault mounted in fury by the time the
RUNNYMEDE, last of the British ships was un-
loaded, when high pressure fire hoses were
turned on the captives, rubber truncheons and
clubs were wielded as scores of bleeding, battered
Jews were dragged out of the holds. All of

them were then dumped into sealed trains and .

rushed off to ‘“displaced persons” concentration
camps.

The British rulers are not alone in bearing
responsibility for these hideous crimes. While
Bevin’s storm-troopers carry out their bestial
orders, President Truman and all of Wall Street’s
servants in Congress turn their eyes the other
way. At regular intervals Truman issues “hu-
manitarian” statements and sheds crocodile tears
—just for the record’s sake. But neither he nor
Congress do anything to alleviate the sufferings
of these helpless refugees.

All doors remain closed to them. The entire
American labor movement should raise its
mighty voice to demand that at least America’s
doors be opened to these persecuted, tortured
Jews and all other “displaced persons.”

A Brass Hat for President?

Among the most vigorously promoted can-

didacies for President is that of General Dwight

D. Eisenhower, Army Chief of Staff and presi-
dent-elect of Columbia University.

A Gallup poll has already been conducted on
his chances in the elections. This suffices to
show that an important group among the ruling
class has chosen him as the man they want in
the White House.

i

In his radio broadcast last week Walter |

Winchell said that behind the Eisenhower presi-
dential boom is “‘the big secret money backer . . .
Mr. Tom Watson, the top man at International
Business Machines.”

According to columnist Drew Pearson, the
Eisenhower bandwagon is now rolhng along
merrily, with “Joe Pew, head of the Sun Oil
Co. and Republican boss in Pennsylvania (being)
the latest to get aboard.”

This “Eisenhower - for - President” ballyhoo

illustrates strikingly how systematically and de- '

liberately the capitalists proceed when it comes
to handpicking figureheads for such key political
posts as the White House.

They stint neither money nor effort.

They .

leave nothing to chance, prepare carefully and

well in advance, manufacturing prestige for
those who will best serve their class interests.
They are truly class conscious, as they show,
among other things, by their conduct long before
the presidential elections.

Contrast this with the passivity, if not stupor,
of the official labor leaders. Furthest from their
minds is any thought of selecting a presidential
candidate from labor’s own ranks who would
truly serve labor’s interests. What are they doing
to safeguard the workers’ vital stakes in the key
of all key fields—politics?

They twiddle their thumbs on the sidelines
while plutocrats like Tom Watson and Joe Pew
set a vast machinery in motion in order to palm
off a member of the Big Brass as the “people’s
choice.”

The mass of the workers cannot afford such
foolhardy negligence. Isn’t it about time for
them to begin thinking as seriously as do the
heads of big corporations about such important
problems as choosing their own pre51dent1a1 can-
didate to head labor’s own ticket in 1948,

“My husband says the unions are getting so big,
they’ll have to be trimmed down to size.”’

'STRUGGLE FOR GER-

MANY by Russell Hill, Har- |

per & Bro., 1947, 260 PP $3.'f— “creates an atmosphere of depres-

i || sion and futility from which even
feated than the conflicts among the

No sooner had Gerinany been de-

Allied congquerors, suppressed dur-
ing the war, broke out in full force.
Their struggle for power,
makes clear, is world-wide in scope.
but Germany became its “European
focal point” hecause of its ‘‘geo-
graphical situation, its resources, it
industrial potential, its large popu-
lation.”

Defeated Germany was carved up,
into four zones between the U. S.,
Britain, France and Russia. Before
long, the true power relationships
emerged sharply in fhe growing,
clash -between the “only two great,

powers in the world: the Soviet’
Union and the United States.”” The
aushor warns against this “two.

world” cleavage and its potentiality
as breeder of World War III. But
the book deals mainly with 'the dis-
asterous effects upon prostrate Ger-
many of Allied rivalries.

Hill is correspondent for the N. Y.
Herald Tribune and has been lauded
for his accurate reporting from Ger-
many where he is stationed. In his
book he describes many of the crimes
committed by the U. S. authorities
against the long-suffering German
people. He condemns all the victor
nations which looted the country
and points out: *“Just to ‘keep the
record straight, it must be added
that Americans are in no position
to be righteous about loot; the mil-
lions of ‘dollars worth of goods ldoted
by Americans and sent home with
the cooperation of the Army au-
thorities, not only from Germany
but from liberated countries, places
us on the same moral level as the
Germans in this respeet.”

He shows the effects upon the peo-
ple of the cities bombed to rubble:
of the increasing starvation which

the author’

| fered far less at the hands of Ger-

Ylighted millions homes and
forced women to sell Themselves for
food. The unrelenting hunger

well-fed occupying; forces cannot es-
sape. And it has profoundly influ-
:need occupation policies and rela-
tions among the Allies. Food is
Jolitics in Germany.”

The division of Germany and the
conflicts 'of interest among the oc-
Jupying powers have created a pro-
‘ongation and deterioration of Ger-
many's already desperate situation.
The author indicates the most bru-’
tal of the conguerors: ‘“‘America suf-

many than did Britain. Yet there
were many more voices in America
raised in support of the most fan-
tastic plans for wrecking the Ger-
man economy.”” Among these he
lists the monstrous Morgenthau plan
aryl the Potsdam treaty.

Hill complains that despite the

official war slogans against fascism,
the U. S. military authorities did
not proceed to “denazify’ Germany.
They kept. many Nazis in high
rlaces. He quotes General Pat-
ton's notorious comment that “‘this
Nazi thing is just like a Republican-
Democratic election fight.'"” He apol-
ogizes for this by saying that Pat-
ton, “like most Americans in Ger-
many, did not understand what
Nazism was.”
In truth the Big Brass, like the
Big Business interests they serve,
know very well what Nazism is.
They deliberately kept Nazis in high
places to help prevent the German
working people from getting rid of
their capitalist rulers and establish-
ing a government of their own.

The author pleads for a new pol-
icy in which the U. S. should intro-
duce genuine ‘“‘fundamental demo-
cratic liberties” in Germany. But
he does not mention, much less pro-

goal: the withdrawal of the Ameri-
can and all other foreign troops
from German soil.

—Evelyn Atwood

MEDICAL.CARE AND THE
PLIGHT OF THE NEGRO,
by W. Montague Cobb, 1947,
NAACP, 20 W. 40th St.,
New York 18, 40 pp., 10c.

This new NAACP pamphlet by a

fioted Negro physician is filled with
information showing the evil effects
of segregation on Negro medical
care and is an uncompromising at-
tack on segregated medical training
and hospitals.

To summarize just a few of the
facts Dr. Cobb supplies about the
health status of the Negro and the
position of the Negro physician:
Negro life expectancy has shown a
constant lag of about 10 years be-
hind the white. The Negro mor-
tality rate is 71% higher than the
white, While the national average
is one doctor to every 750 in the
population, the proportion of Negro
physicians to Negro population is
one to 3,377, Only 145 Negro doctors
are graduated yearly, about 3% of
the total, most of them from the
two Negro medical schools and a
few from northern colleges.

Dr. Cobb emphasizes the need for
a fight to “remove the entrenched
and discriminatory practices in edu-
cation, professional training and
hospital cusfoms.” As for segrega-
tion, it is “ethically and constitu-
tionally wrong. Anthropologically it
is without basis. Practically it is
a failure. In no field is this more
dramatically obvious than in
health.”

The facts in this pamphlet should
become more widely known. They
are ammunition in the struggle to
end the Jim Crow system.

pose, the first step toward such a

—Albert Parker

Evidence that the sag in American
foreign trade is not episodic but
deep-going, is already at hand. Last
weele the Department of Commerce
reported a decline in foreign trade
for the second consecutive month.
Exports, which had fallen in June
by 180 million dollars below May
peaks, slid off an additional 90 mil-
lion in July, for an overall dip of
more than a quarter of a billion
within the brief space of sixty days.

The drop in the volume of ex-,

ports is actually larger than indi-
cated by the dollar shrinkage, be-
cause prices in June and July were
higher than in May.

The down-plunge of foreign trade
has been steady, rapid and sizable,
denoting beyond reasonable doubt
that a definitive trend hasset in, even
though the available data thus far
covers only g two month infetval (a
period ' which, as a rule, may be
considered much too brief for es-
tablishing definitive trends).

The likelihood of a reversal is so
slim that future severe déclines are
today accepted as a matter of fact
Ly such conservative capitalist in-
stitutions as the National City Bank.

While seeking to counteract ‘“‘pes-
simistic interpretations” of what is
involved in the construction of for-
eign outlets, these bankers found
themselves compelled nonetheless to
make the following gloomy com-
ments in their monthly review of
current economic conditions for
September:

“Exports provide employment and
purchasing power indirectly as well
as directly. They take potential
surpluses off dorhestic markets, and
they have a stimulating influence
on business sentiment through the
support they give to prices and do-
mestic trade. Some industries and

Will E'xp‘oﬂ Sag Puncture the Boom?

By John G. Wright

upon them to a far greater degree
than is suggested by overall or aver-
age figures, A shrinkage of mar-
kets in these lines would affect not
only their current operations, bui
plans for capita! expenditures.”
ALREADY SEVERE

As of July, this shrinkage has al-
ready proved severe. Among indus-
tries hardest hit thus far are tex-
tiles. N. Y. Times, Sept 6, estimates
that ‘“rayon goods exports for ths
balance of the year will show a drop
of approximately 50%,"" while cot-
ton goods “are expected to fall ‘off
by 20%."

Textiles confront this bleak pros-
pect in the face of many months of
curtailed production. The disap-
pearance of outlets abroad must un-
questionably result in further pro-
duction cutbacks, after the season-
al spurts expend themselves. This
will tend to drag down the rest of
the soft goods or non-durable sec-
tor, where production has been slid-
ing off since January.

The weekly U. 8. News, Aug, 29,
is alarmed that cutbacks have been
“modt severe for rubber products,
textiles, leather goods and paper-
board.”

In durable goods the drop up till
now has not been as marked. Bul
it has made itself felt here, too,
as thegsame source notes, ‘‘heaviest
in machinerv, in stone, clay and
glass products, and metal products
other than iron and steel.”
CUTBACKS TO EXTEND

With the continued export shrink-
age, cutbacks in these branches will
become progressively more severe,
and, what is more, hitherto unaf-
fected branches like iron and steel
must presently feel the squeeze.

Exports of iron and steel mill

products fell off from 79 million dol-

some branches of agriculture depend-lars in May to 67 million in July, or

=

a drop of more than 15%. Coal
exports registered an even steeper
sag of 27%. Such figures bode ill
for the future of the durable poods
sector.

Declines as steep and even steeper
were suffered by exports of grain,
meat products and raw cotton. Here
we have unmistakable danger sig-
nals for agriculture, now in the
throes of a speculative orgy trans-
cending the hectic days after World
War 1.

How will the remammg major sec-
for of industry-—the construction in-
dustry—react to shrinking exports?
The outlay for new building in the
second quarter failed to maintain
the abnormally low level of the first
quarter. “It now appears unlikely
that construetion will hit the ex-
pected 122 billion dollars this vear,
and that is a downward revision of
the original estimate of 15 billion,”
laments the above-cited issue of
U. S. News.

While soaring prices choke off
building on the one side, declining
national output and dwindling ex-
ports are closing the vise on con-
struction from the other side.

Ever wider fissures are yawning
throughout the foundations of the
speculative post-war boom. Capital-
ist spokesmﬂn are crawling out of
their skins to minimize the conse-
quences of shrinking exports, de-
clining domestic production and re-
tail trade. The behavior of the
stock imarket, in"a slump for three
consecutive weeks, and ‘the prepara-
tion of public opinion for an emer-
gency session of Congrzss—belie
this fake optimism.

Our task is to sound the alarm
and arouse the workers to the fact
that the boom-bust pattern is loom-
ing more and more distinetly and

ominously before their very eyes.

~ing the old ecoriomic maps into the ash can and putting

©of Commm}é

The Mysterious Case
Of the Displaced Island

By Joseph Hansen

For your notebcok on dialectics, hgrc is an item re-
ported by Joseph and Stewart alsop in their artiele;
“Are We Ready for a Push-Button War?” in the Sept
6 Saturday Evening Post. "

During the fighting in the Mediterranean in World "
War II, they say, a bomber was ordercd to take off
from Corsica for a “crucial Italian target, hard to hit
by visual bombing.” The bomber flew by Lhe “magical
system: of radar navigation which can locate a poind
a few hundred miles away with an error of only a :
few yards.” Yet the bomber overshot the target by i
nearly a mile, : S
" Tle brass hats blamed the leader of the mission
and ordered another try. The second bomber did as
well as the first, scoring a clean hit — “on the bomb
craters left by the first.”

This astounded the brass. They ordered an investi-
gation and found — that the very best maps of Corsica
shower! that island one mile away from its true place
in the Mediterranean! Had the island shifted? & o

Fucther investigation proved that accurate as the :
map makers had been in determining Corsica's posi-
tion, still they had made slight errors because of minutée
imperfections in their instrumenis. The bcst maps
were only approximations of Corsica’'s true position on
the glibe.

These approximations were so good that no one Had
ever noticed the least error in the maps. For sh'lps
and awrplanes in ordinary transport service, the ma.ps
were verfect.

Yet the error in the maps made a qualitative dlf'—
ference for the bombers — they missed their target. And
it made a qualitative difference for their prospective
victims. They missed a rendezvous with death. #

The shocking discovery that our modern maps, tha
product of hundreds of years of arduous toil, are not o
good enough for World War III has sent a cold chﬂl o
down the spines of the militarists. They are pot_;rlrfg
billionns of dollars into the development of missiles
capabie of flying half around the world and, for examplé
planting an atomic bomb squarely in Paris, Rome or
Moscow.

But how can they be sure they know where thesé
particular cities are? Or any other of the great citl&s
teeming with human beings? After spending blllionﬁ_
of dollars on the project what if the atomic hombs
land five or ten milcs away from the target? :

To me this was a comforting thought at first, Theres
an outside chance, I thought, that some of us maey :
survive even if worst comes to worst and the ruling
class actually gels away with its plan of conguest.

But the authors explain that “ the revision of all
existiie maps, WBeginning with the determination of
the exact relative locations of the Western Hemisphere,
Eurone and Asia, is already in progress.” When thnts
finished, the maps of the earth will be so precise that
if the capitalist rulers realize their dream of another
war they can put tens of millions of people in a col-
lective grave with little chance of overshooting their
target, :

Worse yet, even if they don't get this part of the
preparations for World War III completed in time, there's
still an excellent chance they will be able to write
“mission accomplished” on the lifeless deserts Wwhere
tens of millions of human beings once lived. Besides
atomic bombs, they have radioactive clouds, and deadly
viruses that can sweep vast areas clean of every speck
of life. For those weapons, the present maps are quite
accurate enough. P!

However, the discovery that all the maps of the
world asre a little off caught my imagination. It shows
how even the best accomplishments of the past become
outmaded and need to be brought up to date.

If our maps are behind the times whaf are we
to say about the capitalist system? There's an economy
and a way of life that is so far behind fhe times, it
has set as its major goal the extermination of humanity.
This particular error, in my opinion, is one that really
needs correction.

We must readjust our economy to fit the real needs
of mankind. That requires a qualitative change, tos§-

2 R

into effect the new scientific maps of planned economy :
under socialism . : 2

Monopolies Devour Lion’s |
Share of National Income

How much profits do corporations actually rake in
each year in proportion to wages and salaries they pay?
This 15 one of the jealously guarded secrets of the ;
monopolists who gladly shell out thousands of dollars
a year for publicity that represents their profits as
a wafer thin slice out of a juicy pie, the bulk of which
ostensihly goes for wages and salaries.

The most any of these profiteers will admit is that
he piles up in his coffers one dollar in profits for every
10 paid out in wages and salaries. This piece of sta-
tistical jugglery is achieved by comparing total nationgl
wages and salaries (before taxes) with corporate profits
(after taxes). In 1946 the former amounted to 111
billion, dollars and the latter to 12,5 billion. This gives
a ratio of approximately 10 to 1. |

Another fraud of capitalist economists is to compars
corporate profits after taxes with the total national ]
income. For 1946 this gives the figure of 7% %, even |
less than one in ten. [

H:therto suificient data has not been available: tc l'

But
.set of statistics issued by the Department I
it is possible tcday to obtain a much |
more hrecise estimate than ever before.

An excellent approximation was made by Hobart |
Rowen, member of Washington Bureau of the weekly |
Newsweek, a specialist in “business and industrial news
interpretation,” in an article entitled “The Corporate |
Clean-Up” (The Progressive, Sept. 1), LR

Branding the “ten to one"” tricks of corporate apolo-
gists as “flagrantly phony ‘wage-profit comparisons,”
Rowen shows from the new data that a correct compari- |
son gives the ratio not 10 to 1, but three to one. ]

For the total paid out by corporations in wages and
salaries before taxes in 1946 was not 111 billion dollars
but 68 billion (of which 4 billlon were paid out fo cor- l
poration execvtives in fees, salaries, bonuses, etc). On
the other hand corporate profits — bhefore taxes! —
were about 21 billion.

In the phenomenal profit year of 1947, Rowen goas
on to correctly point gut, this ratio runs as high as $2
in prefits for every $5 in wages, with many cm’pm—a-
tions doing even better than that.

As against the fraudulent comparison of corpmab&_
profits after taxes with total national income, RoWwén
takes a far more correct comparison of corporate pmﬂfs
with corporate income. The calculations show that in
1946 corporate profits before taxes swallowed up one-
quarter of the corporate income; after taxes—14%. In
1947 the corresponding figures are one-third and 189%
respectively.

Rowen, a champion of capitalism and of profits
“the lifeblood of capitalism,” is appalled by this pillage
of the national income for the benefit ‘of a small hand-
ful. His solution? ,He remains frightened and hopes
for — “a depression to knock sense into some people =
if only temporarily. 2

Tkis passes today for realistic thinking in hberal
cireles

establish what the real ratio of corporate booty is.
with the new:
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' Labor Day Keynote
Editor:
The Oakland 3ianor movement

came, out in {ull force on Lapor Day
i to demonstraté closed ranks against
the Taft-Hartley Law and all un-
jon-kLusting taetics. 100,000 march-
ers and spectators united in show-
ing the strengih and spirit of the
working people to combal attacks
against their organizations. The
AFL, IAM and CIO unions paraded
Ly the thousands willh slogans ol |
“Unity" and with floats blasting the
Slave Labo' Law.

In San Irancisco, where the la-
kor movement has nol y=t achievad
the same unily in action as in the
East Bay, the CIO held a silent pa-
rade of 40,000 in protest against
the Taft-Harlley Law. The ATL
held a meeting of 5,000 at night.

In this arca, as all over the coun-
try, the keynole of Labor Day was|
the need for labor to enter into pol-
itics to fight the attempts of
Liosses to break the labor movemenl,
The Socialist Workers Party sup-
plied the posilive answer to Lhish
need by calling for the immediale
building of a Labor Party based on
the trade unions.

Lhe

PO,
Oakland, Calif.

“I Wept
Over Bilbo”

Editor:

Talking abouf RBilbo, den’t you
think Hilaire Belloc's Epitaph on
the Politician is appropriate? This
is the full text:

Here, richly, with ridiculous dis-

play,

The Politician’s corpse was laid
S -oaway.

While all of his acquaintance

sneered and slanged,
I -wept: for T had longed to see
.- him hanged.
Reader,
Harlem, N. Y.

Likes Articles on

Women’s Problems

I- think that the Sept. 1 issue of
The Militant is excellent. The ar-
ticle on Orphan Annie, Why Some
Mothers Can't Stav Fome, and We
the People were excellent, and
think . that we should include this
tyre of article more offten. They will
appeal to new Mili'nnt readers more
thamn the political articles.

“Why Some Mothers Can't Stay
Home" really hit a responsive chord
with me. Most of the women in the
factory where I work have children,
Their husbands work davs and Lhey
work nights in order to have some-
one home with the kids. In addi-
tion, most of them do all their own
laundry, and of course, all the conk- |I
ing and cleaning. Many of them!
get home from work at 2 a. m. and
get up at 7. One girl can't find a
place to live, .and has her haby
boarded oul for $20 a week, whil»
she and her husband pav $12 for o
room to sleep in, and eat all their
meals out, One is in ‘ery poor
health but must work to suppor!t nou
only herself but her three children.

One woman with eight children
whose husband is dead worked fov
a short time, but because she had
no oné-to take care of her kids had
to quit. Now she is living on relief

. the large sum of $22 rj week.
Of course, we reccgnize these
roblems, bul many issues of The
‘Militant say nothing about them.
would like to sce a series of articles
like the ones in this w=ek's issus.
Joy Connors
Chimgo, L

Jring

fo the cpinions of the
af “fhe Militent.” Let-
teeleome on any subject
workers. Keep

wrre cpen
vegders
fers are
of interest to the
thear short and  include your
e and address. Indicate df
you wcant yowr nane prinfed.

CONTROLS
Bankers, lawvers, clergymen
Influsnee workers’ minds
With movies, radio and press
And controls of other kinds.
“Pargalory Ransom,”

“Pie up in the skv,"
“'v'he workers shall be happy,
Voery happy when they die”

The mind is like the stomach,
It works with what is in it;

1i warkers gel security

They must unite to win it.

Nuol with “iviends of labor,”
The tax and profit kinds;

With deceplion and confusion
I'hey control the workers' minds.

Republicans and Demosrats
Uniite themselves as one,
Moncpnolies from Wall Sireet
Manage Washinglon,
Labor Governmenls must grow
To remove capitalism'
And produce for use not profit
In world-wide Socialism.

. Jarvis Dusenbery,

Rochester, N, Y.

Rising Prices
Break Up Homes
Editor:

The press and the church give us
sanctity of the
family and the need to preserve if
“eolleetivism™
greatest dis-
this so-called

lectures about the
against the dangers of
and But the
rupler of family iife is

80 00,

free enterprise svstem.

We fry to feed our
a renf over heads and a
dress on their bodies. It becomes
harder and harder (o do thal every
dav. Not a single day passes with-
oil seme price going up, and this
weele T had the experience of shop-
for meal in the morning and
then visiting the same shop in the
}fl{:]']l()m’] and finding new (and of
course higher) prices for the same
meats.

Butl what kind of life is that where
all you can do is eat and sleep out
of yeur income? Isn't it plain that
inadeguate wages and ever-higher
prices are bound to break up more
families than anything else con-
ceivable?

1 am not a sociologist, but . T am
sure that if some one checked up
on it he would find that the curve
of divorces, desertions and ruined
families goes up in direct proportion
to rising prices and hard times.

Mother of Three
Cleveland, O.

children and

keep their

A Request: For
Old Songs and Poems
Many old songs and poems once
widely popular among the labor
and radienl movement in this
country have Lieen almost forgot-
ten, or virtually lost. They are
an important part of the rich
revolutionary traditions of the
Ameorican  working class, and
should be restored. Readers of
The RMilitani who can send in
verses of these songs, old song
Lecks and the like, are urged to

do co. Please mark such commu-
nications:  Altention John G.
Vright.

Offers to Submit

Short Movie Revxews
‘Fdltor

The Workers -Forum of Aug. 18
published a letter from a girl of
seventeen who would like The Mili-
tant to print more movie reviews.
This very thing ‘has been on my
mind lately, as I have been wonder-
ing if The Militant wculd be inter-
m,Led in accepting short movie re-
views written by myself.

Pictures would bz criticized not
only from a dramatic standpoint but
also with an eve to the relationship
these pictures have to our economic
environments. I think it might be
very interesting to wvour readers to
have some understanding of what
Lhese movies are really about, and
net to have to rely wholly upon
studio puhblicity to form. an opinion
of what thev should .spend their
hard-earned money for,

L. B
Los Angeles, Calif.

Editorial Note: The Militant wel-
comes reviews of movies from our
rivders just as we weleome articles
reporting on labor struggles, shori
hook reviews, etle. .

Opposes Attempt
To Abolish Parks

Editor:

This past summer, we were able to
take our children on a camping trip
to the National Forests in the west.
For the benefit of easterners who
have never seen anything like these
parks, I should like to explain that
{for a $3 permit, good for one year,
we were able to enter Yelowstone
Park and Jackson Hole National
Forest in Wyoming. The public
~amp sites each have a stone fire-
place, a table and benches and some-
.aines a cupboard. Each site is mark-
ed off by trees, so that a family has
a sort of outdoor room to _i-tself.
Near at hand are water pumps and
lavatories.

These parks with good {fishing,
wild animal life, geologic wonders,
caves to be explored and hundreds
of miles of forests and lakes, are a
children's paradise. Many workers
especially those who live in the west,
take their families on such a vaca-
tion. ’

I often thought to myself that
these parks could not be improved
on even under socialism—except
that more families would be able to
get to them.

Today I read in the papers about
the bills that are being engineered
through Congress to allow the big
cattlemen, lumber interests and oil
comipanies to muscle into these na-
tional parks. All the national parks
comprise only 65/100 of one per cent
of the land and water area of the

U. &. If the congressmen have their
way, the Jackson Hole Nation-

al Park will be completely abolished.
In other parks, the forests will be
cut down. What is the justification
for this? The hypocritical lumber
Larons claim they need the forests
for veterans’ housing!

Someday the people won't take
any more of these terrible encroach-
ments on their rights. They will
throw out the capitalists and their
Congressmen whose hunger for
profits is never satisfied.

C. W.
New York

If You Like
THE MILITANT
Pass It Along
To A Friend

Come and meet other

‘Militant’” Readers at these Local Activities of

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON—2nd floor, 8 S. Howard
St. Open Mon. through Friday,
305 pan.; Salurdays 2 to 4 pm,

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open Sat-

urdays 1 pm. to § pan.; Tuesdays
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
BUFFALO — Militant Forum, 629

Phone MAdi-
afternoon

Main St., 2nd floor.
son 3960, Ovpen every
except Sunday.

CHICAGO-—TTT W. Adams (corner
Halsted). Open 11 am. lo 5 p.m,
daily, except Sunday. Phone
Dearborn 4767. Library, book-
store.

CLEVELAND — Militant Forum
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. al Peck's
Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.. (off Wade
Park Ave.). )

DETROIT — 6108
phone TY. 7-6267. Open Monday
through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.n.
Current events forum and open
house, Saturday from & p.m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St., Flint 3,
Mich. Open Monday through
friday, 5 to 9 pm.

Linwood Ave,,

~ LOS ANGELES—Militant publish-
ng Assn., 316'%. W. Pico Blvd.
Open daily, 12 noon lo 5 pam.
Phone Richmond 4644.

publishing
Room 214.

SAN PEDRO — Militant
Assn,—1008 S. Pacific,

Mass. — 44 Ceniral Square,
Discussion every Tues-
open Saturdays

LYNN,
Room 11.
day T:30 p.m.;
1-5 p.m.

MILWAUKEE—Mililant Bookshop,
608 5.5 St., open 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St
open 10 am. to 6 pm. daily ex-
cept Sunday, Phone Main 7781
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.,

NEW HAVEN -Labor School, 855
Grand Ave, 3rd floor. Open 1st
and 3rd Monday, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Sunday forums, 2nd and 4th of
month, 8:30 p.m,

NEWARK — 423 Springfield Ave.
Phone Blgelow 3-2574. Library and
reading room open week nights,
7-10 p.m.

Friday night fornm, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ., 116 Uni-
versity Place, GR. 5-8149.
HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room
23, MO. 2-1866.
Iivery Thursday
sion, 8 p.am.

Open  Discus-

{BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave,, 1st
floor, phone TT 2-0101,

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St,
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA:
CH 2-9434.

130 W. 23 St., phone

GAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wednes-
day, Odd Fellows Temple, 410-11th
St. For information wrile to P.O.
Rox 1351,

PITLADELPHIA —1302-06 W. Gi-
rard Ave., 2nd floor, Open daily.
T iday forum, 8 p.m. Phone Stev-
‘enson 5820,

~

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd
floor.
Open Forum 2nd and 4th Mon-
fays T7:30-9:30 pm.
Marxist Study Class every
Thursday 7-9 p.m. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 F
St., R. 213. Open Tuesday, Thurs-
day & Saturday, 1 to 5 pam.;
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 7
to 9 pm,

SAN FRANCISCO — 1739 Fillmore
St., 4th floor, San Francisco 15.
Open noon to 4:30 p.m. except
Sunday.

SEATTLE—1919% Second Ave. Open
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Mon.
through Fri.; 12 to 5 p.m. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 Library, book-
store.

Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic Train-.

ing Class.

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Gral_'ld Blvd.,
Room 312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30—
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St. Paul
2, Phone Garfield 1137. Open
daily 2:30-9:30 p.m. ’

TACOMA, Wash, — Meetings every
Wednesday, 8 p.m., at Odd Fellows
Hall, 6th and Fawrett. Discus-
sions on current topies. For infor-
mation, write P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clair St, 2nd
+ floor. Open daily.

YOUNGSTOWN — 35% South Ave.,

Youngstown 3, O. Open 12-5 p.am,, 7

Monday through Saturday. Phone
3-1355.

*

By Evelyn Atwood

You can often learn a lot
from government publications.
For example phere is the
pamphlet explaining the So-
cial Security Act, published
last June, which tells who is
eligible for Social Security
benefits and indicates how
much these should amount to.

It seems that back in the great
depression of the Thirties, the gov-
ernment discovered that there was
destitution. This was the time,
says the pamphlet, when 10 mil-
lion workers were without employ-
ment other than work relief and
when somne 18 million people weoere
dependent for suksistence on relief.”
Even the government couldn't help
noticing all that destitution. So the
President set up a Commiltre cn
Economic Security “to studv ihis
problem and make recommenda-
tions.”

This Committee “went exhaustive-
ly into the causes of destitution.
What did it {find? It found that
the heart of the proilem is loss of
income. It found that whenever
earnings are cut off, destitution is
not far away."

4

After making the remarkable dis-
covery that when you're jobless
you're destitute as well as hungry,
Congress rassed the Social Security
Act in 1935.

The eight-point program of the
Social Security administration in-

ciudes unemplovment insurance, nlcl-
age and survivors insurance, old-
age assistance, did to the needy
ilind, aid to dependent children,
malernal and child-health services,
services for crippled children, child-
welfare services.

The federal government operales
the old-age and survivors insurance.
The o.her soven programs are op-
erated by the states, each with a
dilferent set of requirements, laws
and exemplions, Plenty of workers
can be ‘disqualified,”” for one rza-
son or another. But with all this,
every worker should know what he
is entitled to, and most of all, to
apply for his benefits at an early
date or run, the risk of losing them.
Che pamphlet tells where to apply.

oy the past 13 vears every work-
cr has been taxed out of his weekly
pavcheck to pav for part of this
fund, although manv people still
think it is charity. But the govern-
ment is not obliged to inform the

wp

worker when he Dbecomes eligible
for its benefits.
Thus there are thousands of

workers who every year lose their
Soeial Security benelits becauge they
fail to apply for them. In the New
York area alone, according to the
Sant. 4 World-Telegram, more than
4,100 persons lost at least $600,000 in
the first six months of this vear,
mainly through ighorance of all the
provisions of this law.

The government has fool-proof
tabulations on every taxable man
and woman in the country. If a
werker forgel;s‘. to pav his taxes, hﬂ‘ll

be 1emmded in sth order and with
a Lig stick.. The government proved
that it knows how to keen close tabs
on every voung man eligible for war
and conscription.

But theigovernment says it has no
statistics Yo who is eligible for So-

cial Security unémployment or old-
age benelits, So there .are no re-
minder letters on this.

ON THE ALERT

On this question, which means the
difference between no income and
something like $18.75 a month. every
worker is on his own and must be
on the alert. If he isn't, he is pen-
alizzd. Under the law, you can't
collect for more than three retro-
active months.

In one case, a widow who lived in
her daughter’s crowded apartment,
learned after several vears that she
was eligible. She lost 57 payments
totaling $1,13658 bafore she began
receiving the $19.94 a month to
which she was entitled all along.

Another old dressmaker died in
peverly, without leaving even enough
money for her burial, She never
learned that she lost $1,764 through
similar ignorance of the law. There
are manv cases of workers who lose
three and four years of such pay-
ments. )

Every worker who wants to ac-
quaint himself with his Soccial Se-
curity status should write to Federal
Security Agency, Social Security Ad-
ministration, Washington 25, D, C.,
for a copy of their “Social Security”

amphlf‘t It is free of charge.

Hy R. Leonard

Direct government interven-
tion in the current strike of the
CIO Industrial Union of Ma-
rine and Shipbuilding Workers
was accomplished this week
when representatives of the
union and the shipbuilding
firms were called to Washing-
ton to appear before the Fed-

eral Mediation and Conciliation
Service. This Lody was sel up un-
der the Taft-Hartley Act to replace
the former U. S. Conciliation Serv-
ice.

The government's move came in
the eleventh week of the TUMSWA
strike against Bethlehem Steel, New
York Shipbuilding Corporation, U. 5.
Steel’s Federal Shipbuilding and-
Drydock [Corporation and smaller
companies on the Atlantic, Gull and
Pacific Coasts.

The strike was still bogpged down
by the big companies’ demand for
the union to give up centract pro-
visions cox’ermﬂ seniority, job classi-
fications and vacations. 'These along
with maintenance of a . workablz
grievance procedure and a 13-cent
hourly inerease have kepl the men
on the bricks and the yards shut
ticht. Todd Corporation and other
lesser concerns have signed contracts
with the union, but Bethlehem and
the others seem determined to sevi-
ously weaken or Lreak the union.

With the industry in a state of de-
cline and with union membership

Meeting Honors
Trotsky Memory
In St. Paul

By Winifred Nelson

ST. PAUL, Sept. 6—To find
the road to socialism is the task
for the masses of the world
today, and Trotsky’s contribu-
tion to that struggle was the
building of a party to lead the
way.

That was the conclusion drawn by
Dorothy Schultz, local SWP  or-
ganizer, in her address at the Trot-
sky Memorial meeting held at the
Socialist Workers Party headquar-
ters last night.

“Because Trotsky saw the bhe-
trayal of socialism by the Social
Democrats and the Stalinists,” the
speaker declared, “he worked un-
ceasingly for the rebuilding of a
true revolutionary party, scientific
in its analysis of capitalism.”

A serious group eof workers listen-
ed as Comrade Schultz explained
the qualities Trotsky required in the
party which will lead the workers
to a new society: that it must be an
international party, firm in theory
and disciplined in action; that
must face reality squarely and speak
the truth to the masses; that it must
be bold in the time for action.

“The Socialist Workers Partly is
the party which can blaze the trail
down which the masses will fravel
toward socialism,” the speaker con-
cluded. The enthusiastic audience
contributed to a collection of nearly
$20, and remained in the headquar-
ters after the meeting to purchase

having fallen from approximately
650,000 in August 1245 to about 70,-
000 in June of this year, the com-
panies felt that it would be possibla
to strize a mortal blow at the un-
ion, just as they had done in a sim-
ilar situation after the last war. But
they found the membership of the
TUMSWA ready and able to wage a
fight in defense of their union and
their jobs.

With the strike close to three
monihs old and the union showing
no siens of capitulation, the big
comipanies must depend on the gov-
ernment to extricafe them Ifrom
their position o admit defeat by the
unien. An alternative to admitting
defeat for Bethlehem and U. 8.
Steel weuld be for fhese giant steel
companies Lo leave the shipbuilding
field. A ;
| ~This sccond alternative is not as
far fetched as it might appear once
vou understand the peculiar nature
‘of this industry and realize what a
sharp example it poses of the neced
to demand its nationalization under
the control of the workers.

Perhaps more than any in this
sountry, the shipbuilding and repair
industry illustrates the ineptitude of
private capital and its inability and
unwillingness, when the profits are
not largs enough, to keep alive an
industry that is vital to the economy
of the nation. The union,
making a much more serious attempt
to present a solution to the prop-
lems posed, will not see its pro-
posals adopted because the leader=
ship made these proposals in the
framework of capitalist enterprise
that is heading into economic and
social ruin.

Recause the shipbuilding industry
is a ouasi-public industry and was
vital to the prosecution of the war,
some 2% million people were em-
ployed in the vards during the war,
with the goternment footing the bill.
MNcedless Lo say, the bill was a big
one for the companies gof cost-
PLUS. From an industry that was
next to non-existent in the years
{ollewing the first war, it became
ene of the most important of the
war industries.

When this boom became apparent
lo the shipyard operators early in

MARITIME
By Frederick J. Lang

A comprehensive study of
labor relations in the mari-
time industry and a mili-
tant program for the solu-
tion of seamen's problems.

182 pages $1.00

Order from

PIONEER

PUBLISHERS
I16 University Place

New York 3, N. Y.

literature and for further discussion.

fhough | :
"ana were determined to get out of

industry anped
ost-War Crisis

the period of “National Emergency”
in 1939-40, the large companies saw
the necessity to placate the union
and entered into a tri-partite agree-
ment with the union and the gov-
ernment and set up the Shipbuilding
Stabilization Committee,

The plan for stabilization had been
presented by
and it provided for -allocation of
work and stabilizing of wages. The
employers and gevernment gave the
idea the cold shoulder until the pos-
silility of war was apparent. Eager
then Lo tie the union to such a plan,
the companies and the government
signed a stabilization agreement and
even provided for a general wage in-
crease review to be held each year.
The history of these agreements
then Lzcame the story of a union
tied to the coat tails of the bosses
and at the mercy of them and the
povernment,

Through these agreements, the
union got wage increases in 1941 and
1942, However, wage-freezing was
apprlied in 1843 and the wage reviews
were outlawed until the war's end.
In 1946 the union received the bene-
fit of the post-war fight waged by
fhe CIO and the men in the in-
dustry won an 18-cent raise. By this
time, however, the large shipbuilding
culnuanles were preparing for a
serious confraction in the industry

their stabilization agreements now
that it was no longer profitable to
adhere to them.

That they achieved this year
when, by simply refusing to attend
the meetings, they sabotaged the
Wage Review and the Stabilization
Committee. The union urged the
government, as the biggest ‘‘cus-
tomer’ of the shipyards, to bring
pressure on the companies, But as
the war was over and the allegiance
of the union was no longer needed,
the government disregarded this
plea.

The policy of the union aulmg the
war, when the leadership was in-
terested mainly in waving the flag
and boasting of faithful adherence
Lo the no-strike pledge, thus was ex-
posed as a policy that bankrupted
the union and the membership. The
penefit of the union shop, a high
hourly wage, ele, was exchanged
for the empty compliments of ad-
mirals and an occasional slap on tha
kback from the Secretary of the
Navy.

Now leadership in the building
and repairing of vessels is being
transferred to the Clydeside and
other European shipyards. With the
U. 8, indusiry’s leaders unwilling or
unable to compete in building and
repairing the ships' necessary to
carry the country’s billions in ex-
ports, the union is approaching im-
polence. The companies are find-
ing out however, thal for all ils
mistakes and weaknesses, the
IUMSWA is part of the great la-
Lor movement in this country and
is tough enough to take a fight
without breaking.

The story of this union is similar
to the storv of most unions. It is
the story of a leadership tied to de-
fense of the capitalist system, yel
continually coming info conflict with
exponents of that svstem. It is the
story of union leaders unable to
ind fundamental solutions under
the svstem they defend, yet pressed
for these solutions by a rank-and-
iile tlending more and more each
day to demand radical solutions to
tl}e serious problems that face them.

the TUMSWA in 1937

List Gains of Sub

The Sccialist Workers Parly com- |
rades in Los Angeles can already |
count many gains from their sub-
seription campaign. “Next week”
reports Al Lynn, “when the drive
Militant subs is over, we will have
reached about 300. This is no
many, either in comparison to pre
vious campaigns or to other seslions
of the country. At the beginning of
the drive I thoughit we could reach
500.

“But theze resulls arc excellent
when viewed in relation Lo their ef-
fect on general party work., For ons
thing it means a doubling of the
subscriptions in this area. It meanl
contacting a lot of good recruiting:
possibilities. And thirdly, it 11.1_
meant that all the branches have
once again become {ully conscious of
this important aspect of partv w m‘

“For e\;amplﬂ " gontinties Comrt
Lynn, “my own branch, Wesl -ide,
is lowest on the list but on the guod
side is the fact that we are now en-
gaged in contact work (for rensw-
als). I believe that our present
pace, slow for a sub drive, will con-
tinue as the norm of branch aciivi-
ty."

R
The comrades of BSan Pedro
Branch, Los Angeles Leeal, sent in

six subs to help run up the score.
* % %

Ed Smith of Seuthside B:anch,
Los Angeles Local, mailed in six subs
—another boost for the grand total. |
He writes: “This malkes a total of
91 for the Southside Branch .in lhe
current sub drive, the highest In
the local. Unit A's sub-total is 73,
Unit B's is 18. I might sav that this
inequality of subs is due to the fac
that most of the comrades in Unit
B are trade unionists who find it
hard to come to mobilizations.”

L

The €an Diego Branch is getting
good sub results from a housing
preject. Al Turner, Lilerature Agent.
reporis: “Enclosed find six new sub-
seriptions to The Militant, We have
started regular weekly house-to-

l.o_S Angelés Subgetters

house sub work in the largest hous-
ing project in San Diezo. As a resull
of this work we expect Lo send in

an- increasing number of subs each:|

week for the next menth or so. We
have also started work on lhe ex-
pired subscriptions.”

® ok

Having to prepare and move into
a new headquarters dogsn’t slop the
San Franciseo comrades from goelling
Militant subscriptions. Anne Ches-
ter forwarded six new subs and gives
us a brief report about the new |
headquartgrs:

“This wdek is our final one in tho
old headquarters. Comrade Bob, and
whoever is available, work fo pro-
pare for moving. A couple of com-
rades have already begun paintine
the new place. We feel cortain thal
when we get through fixing up the

‘ties.

new headguarters we will have as

Drive

levely a place as the old one. The’
new headguarters may have certain
diszdvaniages which we feel will be
more than wade up by our being in
QWO lass neighborhood, with
PRI Lo azetually get into
local neighborheed work."
2 % =
Bea Allen, new Literature Agent
in  Dotreit, explains:
Fileen has asked to be relieved of
lterature work, but has enjoyved her
woik 2o very much that she hates to
wive up. Due to the fact that
I work on the afternoon shift and
find it impossible to attend branch
mectings we are trving to work out
a division of the department, which
she and T will both work together.”
¥ % \
This report of zood sales was sent
in by Moward Masen, who is a new
addition Lo Betreil’s Literature Com-
mittee: “We have, with the issuance
of our lion leaflet, begun the
tirsh stages of onr mayoralty cam-
paipgn,  We disbributed 11,000 leaf-
lets to the Labor Dav parade and
sold 25 copies of The Militant with
little trouble.” ,
£

- :,]h| o

il

g

The Milwaukee Branch ordered |
160 additional copies of the August
11 issuz carrying a story about the
lephone unien leaders in Milwau-
ee who say labor must build its =
own parly. These copies of  The
Militant will e sent to local mili-
tants in the telephone union.

e #

=

£

D. . &, of Sioux Falls, 5. D,
asked us to send him eight more
cepies of the Leon Trotsky memm‘l-
1l issue, dat '(l Anzust 25, ;
/ ®o®

L. B., a Miiitanl booster in Los
Angeles, sent in a one-year subscrips
tion to "Phe Militant for a fllEl'ld in
Cincinnati.

L

A. M. N. of Rebbinsdale, Minn.,
another Militant booster, renewed
his sub and asked us to send six
of his friends a sampla copy.

£

YOUTH ACTIVITI_ES_

AKRON — Socialist Youth Club,
8 South Howard St., 2nd floor, =
Howard St., 2nd floor.

CHICAGO — 777 W. Adams, 2nd
floor,

WEW YORK--116 Universify Pl.,
Tele. GR. 5-6149 for informationk
Class in Marxism, Wednesdays,
8. p. m, Fridays Open Forums, 8
p. m. Sundays Hikes, Beach Par-

For information about Queens
Youth Group, write M. Kevin, 118
University P1, N. Y. 3. i
PIIILABDCELPIIA For informa-
fion call ST. 4-5820, from noon fto
6 pm, : :

N. Y. Weekend Camp
Is Highly Successful

CARMEL, N. Y. Sept. 7—A highly successful weekend
encampment organized by the New York Local of the Socialist
Workers Party was cencluded here tonight. Over 65 comrades |
spent an enjoyable weekend on the premises of The Home-

stead which
ming, boating, tennis, volley
ball games, campfire singing of
revolutionary songs and two import-
ant lectures.

E. R. Frank spoke on the trade
union situation and the prospects
for the party and James P. Camion
reviewed the present situation and
tasks of the world Trotskyist move-
ment. More than 80 comrades were
present on Sunday o hear Can-

nen's lecture and to participate in |

the day's activities.

In addition to comrades from the
seven New York branches, Newark
and Connecticut were reprecented by

included swim- *

erally expressed that the Weekend
Encampiment marked the beginning
of such summer getivities for the
New York Local and the first step
towards the building of an East
Ceast camp.

MILITANT

| fro YouR SHOPMATE
l /\n,sxmmm {

SUBSCRIBE}

sizable delegations. As fhe werckend
came to an end the hope was gen-

203 -CELE=

7:30 p. m—THE
9:00 p
. Dialactical

human society .

Instructor
Open discussion to

$I 00 flul' SOries.
Free admission 1o

New York Marxist Labor School

Beginning Monday evening, Oct. 6,
and each Monday in October

IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT THEN AND.
NOW: A Marxist review of the class struggles in the mids

nineteenth century culminating in the American Civil War. . 7

Instructor: William F. Warde
p. m—MODERN SCIENCE AND MARXISM: The crisi

in modern science. Biological evolution and the trends in moder

of the sciences, |+s vas+ scope and hm#’rahona ¥

116 University Place

SO cenis per session,

Materialism, the young science:

: B. Lens.

follow each lecture

u Hf’!”phi'_;'(’l‘.n‘-r T.f.-‘G?‘.f!CBT.i‘
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Diary of a Steel Worker ™

I want to tell you about a very lucky guy, in
fact, ¢ne of the luckiest guys in the whole world.

‘He s not a millionaire, and he’s not a .Movie star
: getting paid to make love to
Heody LaMarr all week long and
going home to his private swim-
ming pool and bar weekends.
For that mwatter, he’s not rich
at ali; he's quite poor.

And he's not one of those
queer people who live out in a
valley somewhere and go bare-
foot =nd worship the sunrise and
sav they're nappy with just a crust of bread and
a drink of spring water. I guess there aren’t many
people like that left, but there are quite a lot of
.~ fellows like the one I want to tell you about . .. and
there are more of them coming along every day.

. This guy isn’t lucky because he's rich, as I said,
or ‘pecause he rdoesn’'t have to work, or "because the
dice always come up seven for him, or because he
can tell ahead of time what horse is going to come
in first at Preakness or Saratoga. , it’s nothing
like that. He has to work just as ha.rd as any other
‘workingman, and he owns just as little.
hands him any dimes, and he can roll snake eyes
'jus* as soon as you or me,

- 50 what is it that makes him so lucky? Well,
he's got something that most people don’t have
yet. He has truth. He has the answers to the
blggest. questions in the world. He has a road to
tra\rel on, and he knows that road. He has a life
‘to"live upon the earth, and he knows it is not just
life, an ordinary life lost in the milliors
of footprints on the ground and the millions of
~breaths breathed into the air. His life will mark
~the world. The world will never be the same be-
“cause of it.

} He’s a lucky guy because he doesn’t have to close

'-hi_s eyes to life and mutter, “Oh, well, what the hell!”
He's lucky because he doesn't have to keep break-

The Lucky Guy

By Theodore Kovalesky

Nobody -

ing his heart every tlme some capit\iﬁstﬁdptlcian

foois the workers with fine words and thenr turns

on them viciously. He knows what he.must expect
of the capitalist ‘class, and he knows wha.ka He- can
expect of his own class. He doesn't: get' sémrised

r “betrayed.”

: “h»

He's a very lucky guy, because whephe | §tands

in front of the bathroom mirror shavtng he | “Jook
his reflection right in the eye and say, “Tf.
kids hungry anywhere in the world, it} -pot. ,a_:pecause
yowre not doing your best to prevent-it.
doing all you can to change this world from a battle-
fielu for atomic bombs to a place with® sunsfﬂne and
green grass for healthy, growing kidg t6 play in.
Yoirre working and fighting to put an end to poverty
and insecurity, to wars and depressions, and to all
the lies 'that the capitalists teach.”

Oh, it's not all beer and skittles. He has sacrifices
to make for the things he believes in, but he's still
lucky, because the reason he makes them is that
he wants to make them ., . . and when he does, he
feels himselt repaid a thousand times.

He works in a mine or a mill or a shop. He
runs an engine or ships out on the high seas or
looks out at the long roads from the cab of a trailer
truck. Wherever he works, he’s in the union or
heiping to organize it, and he's the best union man
there,

But the real, basic reason why he’s lucky is that
he's a member of the Socialist Workers Party. He's
found the organization that teaches him how he can
best fight for a decent world, He doesn't have to
stumble around in the dark anymore. He knows
where’s he’s going. He knows what he wants: he’s
figkting for it. And he’s not fighting alone either.
His wife is probably in the party too.

What's the name of this lucky guy? Well, it
could be any one of a lot of names, Irish names,
Polhsh, Italian, English, or Jewish names. It cou’d
be my name. What about you? Could it be yours?

The Negro Struggle
Southern and

- In a recent colummn George F. McCray, ANP
writer cn labor aflairs for several Negro papers,
- puts his finger on an important threat to Negro
employment. But his attempt to
{find an answer to that'threat is
short-sighted, weak and reaction-
ary.

In general, McCray deaclares,
employment prospects for Negroes
would be good because essential

e goods are still short here and be-
r.sanse the U. 8. is supporting the economic systems
of ‘many other countries,

However, ‘“‘he Negro populaticn in the South,
under terrific social pressure, is now being
ejaced by the steady mechanization of southern
agriculture. Negro cotton pickers and choppers are
“being driven off the plantations by the gigantic
_pickers, planters, weeders, and cultivators.”

-As a result “the displaced Negro workers must
i mig"ate Irrleed Negro workers are migrating nortia-
~ward and westward and nobody in the South is
plaining. . . . Will the North and the West be
able to absorb a substantial migration of Negroes
m the South? The answer is yes, if necessary!
ill be necessary, ¢s it has been necessary in the
only when other sources of xa.bor cannot be

ound.

- *This is one reason why Negro workers and Negro
leaders should fight vigorously all efforts to permit
‘more migrants from Europe to enter the United
States.- The question of permitting 400,000 additional
igrants to enter the country is now being investi-
ted by a Senate sub-committee. . . .

. “Every new migrant will compete directly or in-
irectly with displaced Negroes who certainly should
have preference over displaced persons from Europe.

By Albert Parker

European DPs

The sooner we impress this on the powers in Wash-
ington, the more secure the Negro worker’s future
wil! be.”

What a pitifully misguided “solution” that is!
The real threat to employment comes from the
canitalist system which is heading for a depr'es‘élon
that will throw millions of white and Negro workers
out into the street in the MNorth as well as the
South. That coming depression does not depend
for a minute on the admission of 400,000 unhappy
refugees from Europe; it will take place even if not
a single one of them is permitted to enter this country.

The renl enemy to be fought is the American
capitalist class, which runs production for its own
prefit and benefit and which is responsible for barr-
ing Negroes from industry and not a few hundred
thovsand displaced persons who, like the Negroes here,
are the viclims of racial or religious prejudice.

McCray probably doesn’t realize it, but his way
of thinking can be very dangerous for the Negroes.
When the depression comes, many fascist-minded
deraagogues are going to preferd that the only solu-
tion to unemployment is to “limit” the .“sources of
labor” and they will use tl'is argument to try to
deport and destroy the Negroes, just as the Nazis
used it to-deport and destroy the Jews. If Negroes
accept such arguments today, they will be under-
mining and weakening their own struggle for sur-
vival tomorrow.

The answer to unemployment is to end the profit
system and set up a socialist systeii providing decent
jobs for all. For that we require not quarrels and
conflicts between the various oppressed groups and
peoples, but {heir collaboraticn and solidarity — na-
tiorally and interna™inally — against the common
foe, the capitalist system,

Melvin C. Roberts, 27 years old, has kept a prom-
se.. Two years ago when he and seven buddies were
freed from a prisoner of war camp, they vowed to
endure no more suffering and
misery., If they could not find
happiness in the post-war world,
they decided, they would all com-
mit suicide.

Cn Aug. 9, 1947, the second an-
niversary of their liberation, young
Melvin Roberts took stock of his
personal troubles and assessed the
whole future. The Canadian gov-
ernment, which had sent him to
the hell-hole of Hong Kong, had
turned its back on the veterans
after the job was done; it had
refusad to pay him for his years in the camp.
.He was hitter about that — but far more .= ter
‘about the whole mad waste of World War II. He
listened to all the speeches c¢f the imperialist war-
- msngers, he read the news of preparations for the

coming slaughter. Rather than be dragged into an-
~other bloody war to swell the riches of the mil-
lionaires, Roberts chose to die.

The story of the death-pact was told at the in-
guest. A few months ago, Roberts had tried to
iisit one of his burddies, only to find that the soldier
had already kept the vow, On Aug. 9, 1946, just
oreé year after their release, Roberts’ friend had
‘decided that there was nothing to live for and
‘quietly tossed in his losing hand.

_ 'Then Roberts had sought out the o'hers. Four
more of them had fulfilled the desperate pact, Now
six of the eight yourg Canadian and American sol-

Six Who Chose Death

By Mary Wood

diers are gone. The fate of the others ig not known.

The dramatic tragedy stirred the indignation and
sympathy of countless millions, But the case was
hastily removed from the daily papers, with one
half-hearted attempt to deny the evidence. Perhaps
the capilalist press was worried; perhaps those who
read the reports might see another alternative that
these veterans had missed.

The capitalists don't mind a bit, you see, when
discouraged workers take the path of suicide, That
means only a few-.-more wasted lives, in a society
that cares nothing for human life.' What are six

men, when millions are slaughtered in war, and
starved in peacetime?
There is a danger to the bosses, though, in the

vas!, disillusionment among the’ workers and vet-
erans, When the masses of men and women are
fed up with broken promises, and see nothing worth
while in their lives today, they won't decide on self-
destruction.

1t is tragic that these six young men did not
learn in time that there is another way. All over
the world, the forces of the socialist revolution are
gathering, The colonial world is aflame with the
battle for freedom. In thirty countrigs the parties
of the Fourth International are steadily teaching the
workers to organize asgainst their oppressors, to wipe
out the capitalist :%stem which stands in the way
of peace, security and happiness. They are issuing
the great rallying-call written by Marx and Engels
to the depressed and discouraged of all lands:

“Workers of the World, unite! You have nothing
to lose but your chains . . . you have a4 world to

win.”

- Notes from the News

- FREEDOM FROM FEAR — When the famous
(}hm River boat, the Island Queen, exploded and
u ned last week the ground trembled and persons
in nearby buildings were knocked
»if their feet. People rushed into
. downtown Pittsburgh streets crying,
s ‘Atom Bomb! Atom Bomb!”
- * L

HE’S A CIVILIAN — “At least no
one beat me with a hose,” was Rob-
: ert Ruark's reply to reporters. He
“heen qucstioned by a General investigating his
> [ﬁlmrges against the brass hat rule of Lt. General Lee,
Commander of the Mediterranean Theatre.

£ £ *

‘VETS’ COMPENSATION — Official statistics an-
7 the slanders of those who claim vets don’'t want
bo'work but prefer to live off their 52 weeks of unem-
ployment compensation. Only one-half of World War
'II vets have drawn any compensation, and less than

e
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8 out of every hundred have drawn the 52 weeks
they are entitled to.

% %

TRIGGER-HAPPY COP — A rookie cop in New
York ordered Lloyd Jones, a Negro music stuwdent,
to get off a park bench and then shot him in the
stomach. Witnesses claim the shooting was unpro-
voked and deliberate. The police story that Jones
tried to seize the gun has been changed to “the

gun went off accidentally.” Jones, who was near
death, has been released from the hospital and is
being tried for disorderly conduct.

* L
MOURNFUL HOPE—The Socialist Party's Call is
unhappy because Dubinsky is donating funds to the
Socialist Party of Italian Workers and not to the
American SP. “It is hoped,” they mournfully declare,
“the ILGWU will one day support American Cocial-
ism also.”
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:“spclnd Figures Prove
rofiteers Gouge

Just One

Year Ago
- You Could
Bily This

™ Much Meat
...For $4.53

633 pound roast

6 pork chops
1 pound bacon

Round steak ......,.

—But Now
This is All
You'li Get

With the
Same Sum

Of Money

Y4 pound roast ..... §2.75
! pork chops ........ 85
"peund bacon ... A2

1 pound hamburger .. 48
$4.50

State to

CHICAGO, Sept. 10 —'In a
letter to State’s Attorney
Touhy last week, the Hickman

Defense Committee strongly
urged the state to drop the prose-
cution of James Hickman' and set
him free to return to what is left
of his family. Hickman, a Negro
steel worker, is charged with shoot-
ing his landlord after a fire had
burned to death four of Hickman’s
children. (See editorial on Page
4) The Defense Committee also
asked for a conference to - discuss
the . case with the State's Attorney.
Meanwhile ‘the campaign to free
Hickman grows stronger each day
as Jgesolutions of support and con-

Defense Committee Asks

Free Hickman

tributions are being offered by
unions, progressive organizations
and prominent individuals,
VOTE SUPPORT .

The Chicago Council of the AFL
Building Service Employes Union,
vepresenting 39,000 workers, has
adopted a resolution expressing the
belief that “the real responsibility
for the shooting nnd for Mr, Hick-
man’s plight is the terrible housing
situation in Chicago.” The Council
voted moral and financial support
to the Hickman Defense Committee.

Other organizalions which have
voled support are the Executive
Board of the Chicago CIO Council;
Locals 734, 281 and 477 of the UAW:
the Progressive Steel Workers of

isting in Detroit.”

campaign yesterday, Lerner
presented to the audience. of over
106 people the need for raising and
rebuilding a minimum of -20% of
Detroit’s slum area. Using the facts
of the ninth annual report of -the
Detroit Housing Commission {o bear
out this statement, Lerner, former
sxecutive board member of Ford
UAW Local 600, further stated:
“The Mayor of this city ‘has the
power to do away with this scan-
dalous condition. We must demand
of the Mayor an immediate erd to
the evictions of 4500 families a
month, ard the levying of a cor-
poration tax to finance the con-
struciion of a plant to build pre-
fabricated homes. Only by these
means, together with the confisca-
tion of the large mansions through-
out the city, can this housing emer-
gency be solved.”
OTHER SPEAKERS

Among the speakers was Rev.
Charles A. Hill, chairman :of the
Michigan Committee for an FEPC
and long prominent as a fighter for

Negro rights throughout the city.

Zouncil, Hill has received the en-
1orsement of the Wayne County
CIO Council and of the Socialist
Workers Party.

,Mr. Hill pointed out the need for

.. At the banquet launching his#

(n his candidacy for the Common:

SWP Election Drive
Stepped Up in Detroit

DETROIT, Sept. 8— Howard Lerner, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for Mayor of Detroit, opened his campaign
withza:ringing attack against Mayor ]e{"fnes for his inability
and unw:Ihngness to solve the critical housing condition ex-

ministration as a step towards
changing the entire state adminis-
tration so that this state will be
run in the interests of the people.
He stressed the need of independent
political action to accomplish this
goal.

As a guest speaker, Manny Ter-
bovich of Chicago, former District
Director of the CIO Steel Workers
and International Representative of
the United Mine Workers, praised
the Detroit Branch of the SWP for
running a candidate against Big
Business opposition. He condemned
the official leadership of the De-
troit labor movement for the spec-
tacle they have presented in recent
months of kowtowing and kneeling
before the candidates of Big Busi-
ness.

He sharply attacked the talk of
support of Jeffries, a man whom
the CIO in past campaigns has
spent $250,000 to defeat, one who
has time and again demonstrate?
his anti-labor character. In con-
trast, he showed the power
independent policy by adding ur
the overwhelming vote a labor can-
didate would receive.

The affair wound up with a fine
collection exceeding $300 in dona-
t;ons and rledges, which will be
used for the purchase of radio time,

rental of sound trucks and for other

in an

a _complete change in the city ad- facilities to further the campaign.

America; Committeé of Racial
Equelity; Chicago NAACP and
NAACP Youth Council; Labor's
Council for Community Action;
Baptist Ministers Conference; Chi-
rago Area Council of the AVC;
Workers Defense League; and the
Socialist Work=rs Party.

Willard Motley, author of Knock
On Any Door, was among the prom-
inent individuals who have endorsed
and joined in the activilies of the
Defernse Committee. Others were
Willard Townsend, president of the
CIO United Transport Service Em-
ployes, anrd Robert Ming, professor
of law at the University of Chicago.
FUNDS NEDED

Financial contributions to the de-
fense fund are now beginning to
come in, although far more are
needed for the work that lies ahead.
The following organizations have
sent money: UAW Local 281—$50;
UAW Local 734—$50; UAW Local
477—$10; Socialist Workers Party—
$25; Baptist Ministers Conference
-—$200; Pilgrim Rest Church—$25;
Hotel and Restaurant Local 593—
225; Woodlawvn AME Church—$20.
Other funds have been raised from
collection lists and mass meetings,

The Defense Commiltee is making
plans for a mass meeting on the
South Side on Sept. 28, the day
before the Hickman trial is sched-
uled to open.
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By Norma Christensen
ST. PAUL, Sept. 7—Illuminating pictures of how the work-

ers are being robbed of the gains for which they fought on

the picket lines in 1946 ‘appeared

,in yesterday’s St, Paul

Pioneer Press, and are reprinted here.

In the 1946 strike wave the#+

workers forced the bosses to

grant an average increase in
wages of 18% %. Take the meat pack-
ing industry, for example, and see
what the robber barons who con-
trol the meat trust have done to
dispose of the 16!4 cents hourly
increase for which the packing-
house workers went on strike early
last year.

The top illustration shows the
amount of meat which could be
purchased for $4.53 one year ago,
Today the same meat would cost
$7.92, This is an increase of $2.39.
or figured on-a percentage basis, it
amounis to approximately 53%.

In June 1947 the packinghouse
workers receiverd another 6% cents
an hour increase, this time without
resorting to strike action. This
makes a total increase of 23 cents
an hour since Janusry 1946; or fig-
ured on a vercentage basis, an in-
crease of approximaltely 31%

Compare this 319% increase in
wages with the 537% increase in the
price of meat., Multiply this by all

| the necessities of life for which the

worker must pay inflationary prices.
It leads to only one conclusion—the
economic gains wrested from in-
dustry by militant action on the
picket lines do not necessarily im-
prove or even maintain the eco-
nomic position of the worker. As
a matter of fact, the worker’s posi-
tion is worse now than it was a
year ago.

These facts show clearly that real
wage gains can be protected and
secured in one way; that is, by a
rise in the wage scale in proportion
to the rise in the cost of living
index. Only by including a sliding
scale of wages in their contracts
can the unions hope to counteract
this inflationary scheme of robbing
the workers of every hard-won gain.

Hamd in hand with the struggle
for a sliding scale of wages must go
a political fight sgainst the price-
gougers .and their puppets in the
halls of Congress who have helped
to place the main burden of infla-
tion on the workers and working
farmers. That means an independ-

in '48.

.

Robert Williams Blasts
Conspiracy Against PR

NEW YORK, Sept. 11—“The attempt to abolish Propor-
tional Representatlon voting for City Councilmen by referen-
dum in the November electlons is part of a plan inaugurated
by Tammany Hall to introduce reaction piecemeal into New

York City,” Robert Williams, Socialist Workers Party Candi-

date for the State Senate, de-+——— —

clared in a statement today.
“The fountainhead of this plan
is the so-called friend of labor,
Mayor O’Dwyer.

“O’Dwyer’s machines deliberately
separated the issue of PR from
that of the fare increase. They
know that placing the fare ques-
tion on the referendum this fall
simultaneously with PR would en-
sure a.large turnout of voiers who
in all likelihood would both defeat
the proposal to raise the fares and
uphold the PR system.

“O'Dwyer himself has maintained
a discreet silence on the guestion
of PR. But that should fool no
one. 'This is the same deceitful
patiern he followed on the fare
question, with only slight variations.
First loud-mouthes opposition. Then
studied neutrality. And finally,
when the working class public is

ROBERT WILLIAMS

beguiled into trusting O'Dwyer's
‘liberalism,” he jumps over onto’ the
side of reaction.

“The movement to save PR is
seriously weakened by the Stalinists;
the leaders of the ALP, the Liberal
Party and the trade union bureau-
crats who %re fighting to maintain
FIh. Thev supported O'Dwyer in
the last election and continue to
support him today. The shameful
demonstration organized by the bu-
reaucrats at the State CIO conven-
‘ion for ‘O’Dwyer for Governor
gave -him new encouragement to
continue his reactionary game un-
hindered,

"This is just ano‘her example of
the barkruptey of the policy of
supporting capitalist ‘friends of la-
bor! And it comes on the heels
of one of the worst strikebreaking
records of a New York City ad-
ministration in a long time.

“It is extremely important that
the working class and Negro public
rally to the polls this Novembher to
save PR. Loss of PR will immeas-
urably increase the difficulty for

munity and for minority groups to
send their representatives to the
City Council.

“Loss of PR will

and Republican machines over the
affairs of the city. To save PR is

-| to strike a blow at reaction.”

Great Majority

Now Favor Unions

A Gallup poll on the question
of approval or disapproval of
labor unions shows a rising sen-
timent since 1941 in favor of
unions. Today 64% approve, 25%
disapprove, On the question
should workers have the right
lo strike, 62% voted yes, 28%

no.

Labor's Independent Campaign

Off to Good Startin Youngstown

YOUNGSTOWN, Sept. 6—Over 1,000 workers and mem-

bers of their families have signed endorsement and backing
sheets for John Ausnehmer, labor candidate for council in the
Fourth Ward here in- Youngstown. About 700 of these signa-
tures were obtained at the huge Local 1330 picnic ‘held on

August 31. The Ausnehmer*,
sampaign was launched at the
yicnic, one of the largest in the

listory of Youngstown,

In addition to the wide eirculation
i endorsement sheets among the
vorkers of the ward and of the
/hole city, the Ausnehmer support-
rs are concentrating on bringing
he campaign to other Steelworker
locals in this area. Republic Stéel
Local 2216 has already unanimously
endorsed Ausnehmer's campaign.
Large buttons reading “Ausneh-
mer—Labor's Independent Candi-

date"” were widely distributed among

the 20,000 who attended 1330’s picniz.

s,
.
P
3

The plegram on whlch he is run-
ning—the program of the PAC of
Lceal 1330—met with a sympathetic
and friendlyv response from the
workers there.

“I understand the problems of
wage earners,” said Ausnehmer, ad-
dressing the throng that gathered
to hear him. “I will be answerable
to labor during my campaign and
my term of office. I intend to rep-
resent labor and am seeking your
full suppert.”

The following *;ta.tement by Aus
nehmer appeared in the last isswe
of Ohio Werks OQOrganizer, Loca
1330's paper:

“I want to take this opportunity

to announce publicly the opening of
my election campaign., I am run-
ning for councilman from the
Feurth Ward and am running in-
dependent of the Republican and
Deamoceratic parties.

“I considered this step very seri-
ously. I consulted with my union,

an.
wssured mea support, I would nol:
have filed for office.

“I pledge myself to you to work in

movement, and fight for our needs.

“The union movement is the best
friend of all of us workers. Labor
should have direct representation in
the legizlative halls. I believe this
alection contest to be the fight of
all the workers on the West Side,
and urge that we all act accordingly

now.

“Pulling together we'll win again.”

b

ent Labor Party, and a Labor Sla.te ;

trade unionists, for the Negro com-

immeasurably:
: strengthen the influence of the cor-
| rupt Wall Street-bossed Tammany

and was assured full support if I
If my union would not have . .

close collaboration with the union .

i
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