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PITALIST POLITICI

$16 000 Militant

By Rose Karsner .
NATIONAL CAMP AIGN DIRECTOR

With this issue, we launch

the $16,000 / Militant Fund cam-

paign to run until December 15. The Socialist Workers Party
has assigned quotas to its branches, subject to acceptance or

revision by its members.

Skyrocketing prices hit The
Militant extremely hard. To-
ward the end of last year, our
printing bill more than doubled.
This forced a reduction from cight

to six pages and retrenchments all
along the line. Since then produc-
tion costs have risen higher, eating
up our reservcs. With your help we
can avert further retrenchments.

A list of the assigned quotas is
printed on Page 5. The following 14
branches or locals have already
voted to accept the figure printed:
Akron, Boston, Buffalo, Chicago,
Los Angeles, Lynn, Mjlwaukee, New-
ark, New York, Philadelphia, St.
Seattle, Twin Cities and
Youngstown. We have yet to hear
from 16 branches. As soon as all
the acceptances are in, we will be-
gin printing the Score Board.

GOOD BEGINNING

‘A good beginning has been made
with the following branches sending
in their first installments: Newark
$60; Buffalo $75; Youngstown $200.

Members of the Socialist Workers
Party have sustained The Militant
throughout the years, making many
perscnal sacrifices in the spirit of
an investment in the future. They
have.done so.because_they:are
vinced that The Militant ﬁghts for
a better world.

In addition to pledges from their
members for this special fund, the
Socialist Workers Party branches
will hold Militant Cclebrations the
week of November 9-15 which is the
19th anniversary of the founding of
the paper.

FROM THE BRANCHES

MINNEAPOLIS — Grace Carlson:
At last night's branch meeting, we
voted to accept the Twin Citics'
quota of $1,000. The joint Executive
Committees will meet to plan for
the Militant Anniversary Celebra-
tion,
raised at this celebration will be an
over-subscription of our quota. At
last night's meeting, 12 comrades
pledged $445. We think that this
is a good omen!

MILWAUKGE—J. O'Connell: The
job will be a little tougher than last
time, but we pledge ourselves to do
our best to meet the assigned quota.

"CLEVELAND—AImeda Kingsley:
We feel that $250 is a very com-
fortable figure and may be able tc
go over this amount.

EUREKA, Calif. — Member-at-
large: I accept the $la quota. Will

We hope that the amount|

Ttry to do better if I possibly can.

We feel confident that in the
present $16,000 Militant Fund cam-
paign, the Socialist Workers Party
will, as in the past, raise the full
amount. But we really need more
than this sum. We want to raise
enough money to relieve The NMili-
tant of financial worries and thus
give them time to concentrate on
improving the paper and expanding
its circulation.

‘With this in mind, we are making
a special appeal to The Militant
readers to help on both fronts—edi-
torial as well as financial. (See
“Open Letter to Our Readers” on
Page 5.) If our hopes for the kind
of a response we expeet from ow
readers come true, we will far ex-
ceed the $16,000 and realize our
dream of sailing along for the
months ahead without worries.

Packing Workers
Advocate Sliding
Scale of Wages

SO. ST. PAUL, Minn.; Sept.

15—The current issue of
"Wotkers' Outlook; “organ of

CIO United Packinghouse
Workers Local 4, urges labor to tht
for escalator wage clauses in all
union contracts as “a real lever
against inflation.”

Such escalator clauses, based on
the sliding scale prineiple, would
require employers to raise wages au-
tomatically in dircct proportion to
rising living costs. '

The Outlook Tecalls that the
UPWA demanded such a clause in
national negotiations last year in
the form of a “cost-of-living bonus,”
but failed to press the demand.
“Had we been successful then in
gaining this demand,” says the
Local 4 paper, ‘‘we would not he
faced by such acute financial prob-
lems today. With each new month,
as the cost of living rose, we would
have automatically received the in-
crease in our pay checks.”

Urging the whole labor movement
to make the escalator clause a
major demand in the fight on high
prices, the Outlook observes that the
big employers would not be so quick
to boost prices “if it would mean
having to pay their employes the

increase in more wages.”

Lewis Blocks Surrender

Move by AFL Council

United Mine Workers President John L. Lewis last week
spiked the scheme of the AFL Executive Council to capitulate
to the infamous Taft-Hartley Slave Labor Law in the matter
of filing with the National Labor Relations Board signed affi-

davits swearing that the top+

officers of the AFL are not

communists.

Under an interpretation of the law
hy NLRB General Counsel Robert N.
Denham, known as the “Labor
Czar,"” all officers of union federa-
tions, as well as all officers of their
affiliates, must sign the anti-com-
munist statement, Otherwise every
affiliate is automatically barred from
the right of appeal to the NLRB or
to legal recognition as a collective
bargaining agency.

Lewis, in i reportedly stormy ses-
sion of the AFL Council, flatly re-
fused to sign any affidavit or make
any olher concession to the Slave
Labor Law. Under Denham'’s ruling,
no matter what the other AFL of-
ficials did, Lewis’ single refusal
blocked all AFL coliboration with
the NLRB, which under the present
law is strictly an agency for aiding
the employers against the unions.

The UMW leader made his stand
entirely on prineciple, raging at the
other AFL leaders as “cowards” and
“weaklings” for their willingness to

- bow in any respect before the Taft-

Hartley Act.
He made it clear that his objec-

tion was to the Act itself and all its
provisions and not simply to Den-
ham’'s particular interpretation of
one section of the Act. “I do not
suggest that Denham's ruling is
wrong,” said Lewis. ““As a matter of
fact, it may be expressly and pre-
cisely in accordance with the in-
iquitous Taft-Hartley statute.”

Lewis is said to Fave told the AFL
Council that the workers want a real
fight and action against the Slavc
Labor Law and not a one-sided war
of ntirition in which labor would
surrender one point after another
without struggle until the labor
movement would be too weakened to
battle at all.

AFL. Teamsters Czar Daniel J
Tobin, who has publicly blamed mili-
tant labor for the Taft-Hartley Act
instead of the weakness of the top
union leadership, is reported to have
been the main spokesman for yield-
ing to the Act.

It is expected that the whole ques-
tion will become a major issue at the
AFL national convention next month
in San Francisco. Meanwhile, the
CIO Executive Board has failed to
take a position on the mafter, de-
ferring a decision until the CIO con-
vention next month in Boston,

it ]

Fund Drive Opens

SWP Again
Demands US
Recall Arms

On Dutfch War In Java

NEW YORK, Sept.
a reply sent to the State De-

non, national secretary of the
Socialist Workers Farty, vig-
orously

Department immediately
call lend-lease equipment being used
by the Dutch in their colonial war
against the Indonesian Republic.

response to a letler from Norman
Armour, Assistant
State, who last week undertook a
defense of the Truman administra-
tion’s doubie-dealing policy on In-
donesia, for the second time since
the SWP protest was first made,
Armour's latest atlempt at cov-
ering the State Department’s bloody
tracks admits in effect that the
Dutch government had used lend-
lease armaments in a manner “not
contemplated in the original agree-
ment.” Yet, as Cannon pomhs out,
“the State’ Departmeﬁf‘ still refuses
to exercise its right to recapture
this equipment, or even to voice a
protest.”
DEAD ISSUE

The Assistant Secretary of State
goes ouf of his way to make it ap-
pear that the issue is now a dead
one. He refers to “the use of Amer-
ican lend-lease material by the
Dutch forces in Indonesia PRIOR to
the Dutch compliance with the
cease-fire request issued by the Se-
curity Council of the United Na-
tions.”

But Cannon’s reply makes it clear
that this is an evasion, and nothing
else: “Despite the Dutch ‘compli-
ance’ with the cease-fire request of
the U. N. Security Council, recent
dispatches indicate that this war
continues, with the Netherlands'
forces continuing to employ lend-
‘ease equipment, in exactly the same
nanner” as before.

Repeating the demand for imme-
diate recapture of this lend-lease
material, Cannon’'s letter concludes:
“The State Department cannot hope,
by raising irrelevant issues, to evade
‘ts own share ol responsibility for
‘he crimes comumitted against the
‘ndonesian people whose struggle
‘for complete independence is sup-
sorted by every champion of liberty
'n this country.” 7

See Page 4 for an editorial and
‘he full text of the latest exchange
Jetween the SWP and the State
Department. See the Aug. 18 Mili-
tant for the text of the previous
correspondence on this issue,

Canncn AnswersArmour

17—In

partment teday, James P. Can-

renewed the SWP's
demand that the U. S. State

Ire-

The SWP demand was pressed in

Secretary of

Bu_zld a Labor Party NOW!

By C. Thomas
The Sixth National Conven-
tion of the CIO National Mari-
time Union which will convene

in New Yerk City on Sept. 22
will ke the first since the end of the
war. In the two wvears that have
elapsed since the last convention the
union has been torn by a fierce in-
ternal struggle. The convention will
mark an important stage in the de-
velopment of that struggle.

The complete, control exercised for
vears over the NMU by the Stalinists
is being challenged bv a strong
opposition led by President Joseph
|Curran. This is the first serious
|opposition the Stalinists have faced
in eight years. It developed out of
a revolt against the wartime un-
cenditional surrender program of
the Communist Party which preach-
ed and practiced the most shame-
less collaborationn with the ship-
owners and their political agents in
Washington.

SLANDERED AND PURGED

The cpposition first came out into
the open in Novcmber 1945, It had
|heen betiled un in the Stalini-
deminated National Council for al-
most a year without the member-
ship being aware of the dispute. In-
dividual onpositionists were shin-
dered, smeared, framed and purged
|by the ruthless Stalinist machine.

I Internal union democracy was in-
‘terpreted to mean the right to

AGREE with the pollcy laid down
by the Communist Party. Those who
thought othermse were made the
target of a murderous attack. An
instance of this brand of “de-
mocracy’ occurred at the Fifth Con-
vention in 1945 in the vote on the
no-strike pledge. Four delegates ab
the convention voted against the no-
strike resolution. The Stalinists were
infuriated. They demanded a unani-
mous vote of approval.

QUESTION REOPENED

Although the vote had been taken,
the question was reopened and the
Stalinist machine went to work on
the four opposing delegates. They
whipped up a veritable lynch hys-
teria. A notorious Stalinist flunkey,
the hero of a wartime article in Col-
licr's magazine entitled: ‘“‘Readin’,
Writin', and No Strikin',” set the
tone of the “discusston’” by declar-
ing:

“There is no question in myv mind
that the enemies of the working class
have infiltrated into the NMU and
gotten aboard some of our ships;
and through their insidious propa-
ganda and slimy, snakelike ways,
they sit in this room and agitate
and aggravate the legitimate griev-
ances of the seamen.”

With this tyvpe of argumentation
it is needless to say the Stalinists
got ‘their “unanimous” vote. This
is the kind of ‘“‘democracy” that pre-
vailed in the NMU under Stalinist
control.

It "was only when the opposition

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 13
—Irene LeCompte, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for
City Council from the 7th Dis-
trict, and Pauline Goldenberg, cam-
paign manager and party pre-emp-
tor, got a sample of capitalist justice
yvesterday when reactionary Repub-
lican Judge McDevitt imposzd a
$100 fine or 30 days in jail on the
former and $50 or 30 days on the
latter.

Similar fines or jail terms were
imposed on I. Jack Radar, Workers
Party candidate from the 5th Dis-
trict, and Francis E. Carner, WP
pre-emptor. Charges against Naomi
Berman, another SWP pre-emptor,
were dropped.

HELD FOUR HOURS

Upon request for bail by David H.
H. Pelix, Joint Defense Committee
attorney, the labor-hating judge
set $1000 bail on each defendant.
All four were held in the city jail
for four hours until bail was raised
and an appeal against the convic-
tion was filed with the State Su-

perior Court. Hearing on the ap-

(peal was set for next March,

These convictions developed oub
of the SWP and WP attempts to
jenbcr candidates in the municipal
|election,  Beth parties were cited
for contempt for refusing, on advice
cof eounsel, to answer questions be-
fore the County Board of Elcctions.
Since the Democrats had already
declared they would challenge the
nomination papers in Common
Pleas Court, Defensz Attorney Felix
i held the Election Board had no jur-
isdiction to make a decision.

All this weighed but little when
the case came before the obviously
| prejudiced judge. The defense at-
torney's offer to present the defend-
lants for guestioning so they could
| purge themselves of the contempt
Echarges left MeDevitt unmoved.
| When Felix asked for termination
|of the contempt charges, McDevitt
declared; “I shall give you a ter-
!mmatmn and then procceded to
|dish out the sentences, The entire
| hearing, more like a court-martial
than a civil trial, took only 10 min-
utes. -

1 Efforts to terrorize the SWP and

SWP Councilmanic Candidate
Sentenced by Philadelphia Judge

WP into dropping the ballot fight
have not succeeded. This was shown

at a Joint Defense Committee rally,
called on short notice last night at
1303 W. Girard, when the audience
responded enthusiastically to an ap-
peal for funds to cover the costs of
the bond and the appeal, and raised
the whole sum, $206.

Still coming up in court is the
hearing on the defense's writ of
mandamus against the Elections
Board’s rejection of the SWP and
WP nomination papers. Here the
defense will be able to show it
obtained more than twice the leg-
ally required number of signatures
and to ‘expose the boss-controlled
parties’ conspiracy against minority
parties.

Unfortunately, this hearing too
will be held before McDevitt. What-
ever the outcome of the hearing,
the SWP intends to continue the
Le Compte election drive if neces-
sary through a write-in campaign,
to stress the necd for an independ-
ent Labor Party to fight the corrupt

capitalist political machines.

has,

1n the top leadership took thcir dls-
putes out of the confines of the
National Council and apgealed to the
members to intervene that the meth-
ods of bureauecratic intimidation and
terror proved inadequate to stem the
tide of revolt. Whereas hefore the
Stalinist slander and frameup ma-
chine operated undercover it is now
compelled to function openly. This
is all to the good. The Stalinists
prefer to do their dirty work from
kehind-the-scene.

The internal conflict in the NMU
has shiuttered the bureaucratic crust
which smothered the initiative of
the ranks. Questions which had
previously been decided by the top
leadership are now the subject of
discussion and debate by the entire
membership. Under pressure of the
opposition this change was reflected
in the pages of the NMU PILOT.
There is not another trade wunion

(Continued on Page 2)

Program with Weapon @@
Labor Political /

By Art Preis

“Eat less and eat less extravagantly.”
‘That is the cynical and hrutal
high prices offered by American capitalism and:
its bi-partisan political machine in Washingtoné

That is the cold-blood-T:

ed advice American
workers, already pulling
in their belts because of

the high cost of living,
heard from Senator Taft

last week.
“PRICE RELIEF”

That is the “price relief” of-
fered millions of harassed
housewives forced to put
skimpy, starchy meals on the
table as meat shot to a $1 a
pound, eggs to $1 a dozen, but-
ter to $1.05 a pound, l:nilk to 20

cents a quart.

“Eat less” is the program of the
monopolies, including the giant
food . trusts, which are gorging on
the greatest profits feast in history.
" Republican Taft’'s call for “vol-
untary” hunger—“eat less"—is only
the crude expression of the policy
actually being pushed by both poli-
tical ‘wings of Wall Street, Demo-
cratic and Republican.

Truman himself advanced this
same formula in his Mid-Year Eco-
nom_lc Report of July 21 when he
urged “a campaign for strict eco-
nomy in the use of certain foods
through personal restraint. . .

*Administration spokesmen last
week expounded this same hunger
proglam Chester C. Davis, chair-
man of Truman's Famine Emer-
gency Committee; Under Secretary
of Agriculture Norris E. Dodd; and
Secretary of Commerce W. Averill
Harriman spoke against price con-
trol and rationing. They proposed
“voluntary” reduction in food con-
sumption—"Eat less!”

NOT FOR THE RICH

This formula, of course, doesn't
go for everybody. It doesnt go for
the rich who can continue to stuff
their fat bellies. No matter how
high prices go, they can afford to
pay them. It doesn’t go for the big
meat packers, whose profits have
soared as mueh as 3009. Thei
Packers Institute can still serve it-
self a banquet, with 3,000 steaks,

| profits.

ction

“sclution’’ to

as the plcss rucnlh 1cpm!od not &
less than three inches thick,” '.‘-

If food is scarce, why doesn’t th
government institute equitable ra-
tioning? But, reply i{he capitalists
and their spokesmen, we already
have “rationing.” You see. say
the Sept. 15 Wall Street Jowrnal
“Price ifself is a rationer.” g

Indecd it is. High prices “rat )
limited necessities of life to ensn
that those who have wealth e
everything in super abundafice 8
while those who are poor get noth< i
ing. =4

There is no juslifiable excuse fo
this program of hunger and. ;
equality. Food production is higher
this year than last. Exports = of
food have declined sharply. Mao
poly price-fixing, monopoly hoar
ing and withholding of food su
plies are principally responsible f
the latest spurt in food prices.:

PROFITEERS' DEMAND
The meat trust, the big d
combines, the bakery corporations
the processed foods manufacture
are engaged in a deliberate ¢
spiracy to force up food prices—
They have pul a gun
the heads of the Amcrican peop
and demanded: “¥our’ money
your lifel”
The only effeclive answer to thess
eriminals who have a stranglehold
on the nation’s food is for the gov-
ernment fo seize and nation :
these vital food industries and o
erate them without prefit und
workers' control. Thal means:
PROPRIATE THE FCOD TRUSTS.
Will the Democratic or Republi-
can agents of Wall Street in Wash-
ington push such a tww and indig-
pensible measure? They have al-
ready given thcir answer: "E'
less!” T

To oust the monopoly profitee
to put through the necessary anti-
inflation measures, the . workers
must  wield Lheir own mighty
weapon of independent political ag=
tion.

Build a tightimg Labor Pa;'tl
Boot ithe Democratic-Republican

tools of the irusts out of Washing=
ton!” :

KICK OUT
THE PROFITEE|

Washington has given its

top union leaders who rely on the capitalist
government to halt the price-gougers.

answer is summed up in the

tion to the American workers—“Eat less!”
Every measure proposed by labor has been
Every profits-boosting, price-
inflating bill has been passed by a bi-partisan
Congress and signed bv a Democratic Presi-

brushed aside.

dent eager to serve the ruling

It is plain to see that nothing and nobody
will stop the price-robbery of the American
people but the workers themselves.

Labor must launch a militant, nation-wide
counter-offensive against the monopolists and
their political agents before its living stand-
ards are eaten away to hunger levels by the
corrosive acid of capitalist inflation.

This counter-offensive must have a two-
1. To keep wages automatical-
ly abreast of rising living costs; 2. To break
the stranglehold of the monopolies over the
food supplies and other necessities of life,

Now, more than ever, labor must fight for
an escalator clause in every union contract, to
guarantee that no matter how high or fast
prices rise, wages will rise at the same time

fold objective:

and in the same proportion,

This SLIDING SCALE OF WAGES, pro-
viding automatic pay increases above the mini-
mum, basic scale for every rise in living costs,
would strike a powerful blow at monopoly
It would deter the capitalists from
using price inflation to liquidate real wages.

profits.

Today a handful of monopolists control the

An Editorial

answer to the

That
savage injunc-

capitalists.

the profiteers,

gougers.

action.

ers must

e 3 bl e S o YOI,

country’s food supplies, gamble with the health
and lives of the people, fix prices and curtail
production in the interest of private profit.:

Such private monopolies are an intolerable
menace that must be smashed.
must be organized for the, neceds of the peoplé.
The profiteers must be kicked out, their cons
trol utterly destroyed.

The food and other vital industries miist
be taken over by the government and operated
under the control of the working people. A .
real fight against monopoly means, above all,
EXPROPRIATION OF THE TRUSTS .

The workers and all other low-income con-
sumers must be mobilized in mass action to
carry out their own price control, to ferret eut

speculation, enforce a fair and equitable di
tribution of scarce necessities.
FBI, but MASS CONSUMERS COMMIT
TEES OF ACTION will halt the price

The final and definitive answer to Wa
Street’s inflation-hunger program is political
The political rule of the monopolit
must e broken by the independent politi
action of the workers.
among the lower-middle class and poor {arq
fight
through their own LABOR PARTY. i

When the working people run the govern
ment and make the laws, they will wipe onf
the monopolies and profiteering.
ensure planned, full production, low prices and:
a high standard of living, :

ke d'ni;..é:&ﬁifl o e

Production.

¥

uncover food hoards held for

Not Truman

Labor and its alli

for governmental powe

They will
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C—Dayton or Allentown?

: By Art Preis

so-called “pro-labor”

can?. -

'I‘hat is the key question confronting PAC,
_la,hors most extensive organization for the
mobilization of the workers on the political

L field.

The cor_reut answer to that question is in-
dwat‘,ed by two recent election campaigns,

one in Dayton, O., and the other
t-Dwn Pa.

- It Ddyton, the local PAC campaigned for
'1_t_s_ own itilependent candidates in the pri-
mary elections for City Commission.
backed Charles E. Sims, president of the

Shall the CIO Political Action Committee
run’its own independent labor candidates for
public office or shall it continue to support

: candidates of the two
c‘aplt.a]ist parties, Democratic and Republi-

Local CIO Council, and C. Josef McLin, a
Negro leader and former CIO member, against
the candid#tes of both the Democratic and -

Republican parties.

PAC ticket.

vote.

didates
most optimistic hopes.

in Allen-

It candidate

achieved.

PAC's candidates faced a ferocious red-"
baiting, anti-Negro attack from the combined
Democratic and Republican machines and
the entire press of the area.
was poured out by the bosses to defeat the
There was no little connivery
and dirty work by the Election Board to
deprive the PAC candidates of t.heir full

Despite all the obstacles, the PAC can-
won a victory that surpassed the

est vote of four candidates nominated in the
primaries — the highest vote, in fact, any
in a similar election had
His running mate, MuLin, took

~Ance.:

t]iil_-d place.
" of second place by Election Board malfeas-

MecLin was bd.reiy cheated out

By contrast to the Dayton events, was

Big money

the campaign far U. S. Representative from
the Eighth Congressional District in Penn-
sylvania, where the main center
lation is Allentown. There the CIOQ Political
Action Committee, together with AFL, Rail-
road Brotherhood and independent unions,
backed a Democratic Party candidate against
a Republican. '

of popu-

Thjs was hailed nationally as a signifi-

1948.
Sims gained the high-

ever
fiasco.

cant campaign to indicate the trend  for
The national CIO leaders threw their
whole weight. . behind Storch, the Democrat.
Money  and skmed organizers were pomed
_into his cam’pmgn 5

Yet the final results . were an admltt.ed
The Republican c.u,nclidate won . by

the highest ma.rgin ever achi.eved hy fthe
GOP in any similar election. The CIO News
conceded “an overwhelming defeat.”

The CIO paper editorially attempts to
explain this defeat- on the grounds that “it
is almost impossible. in a' short campaign to
beat a highly -geared -political organization,

.But, this reason is<false to the core. . The
Dayton .PAC faced: far more formidable ob-
stacles in .the, way of. highly-geared” op-
ponent political organigations and a, hostile
press.. Nevartheless it brought out nearly
double the previous. highest primary vote

and scored a triumph

The real reason for the Allentown fiasco,
afterall the energy and money the CIO and

Demagcratic
Y _csndlda!.e. is that the Democratic Party is
- discredited. The attempt to palm off Demo-

nther unions put behind the

of big city bosses,

lican machine.

cratic candidates as
“friends of labor” is
people.

They know that the Democratic machine
corrupt spoilsmen and
Southern Bourbons has no program funda-
mentally different today than the Repub-
They know that price infla-
tion, the housing crisis,
threat of a new imperialist war, the passage
of anti-labor legislation was far developed
under the rule of the Democrats and is now
being carried further by the bi-partisan Con-
gress under a Republican majority.

It is no longer possible for PAC to inspire
the workers to campagin vigorously and vote
in record numbers for the Democratic Party
or any candidate tainted with its label.

But in Dayton, O.,
candidates against both old parties, where

“progressives” and

fooling less and less labor

overwhelming numbers.
home in the area, they got out the registra-

tion, they
for their

Two. roa

huge taxes, the
‘of support

lead labor

where the PAC ran

these candidates campaigned on a genuine
program, the workers

responded in
Thev visited every
thronged to the polls — to vote
own ¢candidates and not phonies .

falsely labeled “friends of labor.”

ds stand hefore PAC — the Day-

" ton ar the Allentown. The Allentown road

ing capitalist party candidntes can
only to a precipice. The Dayton

road of genuine independent labor political
action will lead Iabor to political power and
a great new life for the working people.

It is the duty of the CIO militants to
build PAC, to aid its financial campaigns,
to help turn out a reccord registration for.
1948 — and, above all,
Dayton road, the road to victory.

to turn it down the

—

: By Arthur Burch

. Throwing all caution to the

' eers, have embarked upon an

| orgy of price boosting that has
E garried most commodities to an all-
t time ‘high; eclipsing’ even the 1920
Linflationary peak. Reports from 66
es-on . Sept. 9 showed that food
| prices. 'had risen 34.1% over a 13-
‘month period. The Bureau of La-
L bor Statistics indicates a boost of
f more .than 160% in farm products
£ since 11941, and more than 282%
 sinee 1926,
What is the cause of this dizzy
iral in prices?
of .all there is World War II
ith its colossal -expenditures. In
ddition to huge government loans,
® billions' of new paper currency were
lissued, thus diluting the value of the
‘dollar..  Moreover, the greater part
'of the productivity of the country
ring the war vears was directed
oward building machines for de-
pilction instead of commodities
at.the people could use, leaving a
remendous vacuum of basic neces-
ties.. And then there was the war-
nduced - destruction of the produc-
machinery and preducts
hroughout the world.
'AXED TO PAY WAR COSTS
. These enormous war costs were
by heavy taxation on an al-
‘ready. overburdened people.” The
Flarge warstime taxes on eorporations
ere taken not out of profits but
¢ were added by the Big Business hogs
the prices of commodities.
The Bedond. World War is over but
piyment for it continues. Five
illion dollars are collected every
year by the financial sharks in the
e of interest on government
Then there are the heavy
X penditures in preparation for
orld War III, along with the ad-
tional billions expended for prop-
ing . up renctionary governments
hroughout the world. All this totals
. yearly sum of almost 40 billion
' dollars which must be met out of
present production and must be
[ addéd to the bill that the people pay
. for 'n'ecesaities. -
3 Bssufes “these enormous war
! ings, there is the take of the
; cial and industrial hogs in the
| shape’ of exorbitant profits, which
L are today the highest on rzcord, far
surpassing those of 1829. 402 cor-
i porations listed on the Stock Ex-
. change reported a 97.9% increase
in' profits in the first six months
¢ of 1947 over those of a imilar period
b last vear. We get an inkling of the
. size "Of this grab when we realize
¢ that the 1946 take was larger than
3 that ‘of the 1uscicus war years which

. war dms It :sn t hard to see thatl

CHICAGO
Movie Party, showing
Jnlm Sl(’m]wck s

“OF MICE AND MEN"

Starring Lon Chaney, Jr.
FandT Buryess Meredith

E 1 "S_gj;urd&y, Sept. 27,
] e Bep. mu
77? West Adams St.

winds the Big Business profit-|

the elimination of these exorbitant
profits would mean a sizable lower-
ing in prices.

But the monopolists are not sat-
isfied with making profits from their
industrial enterprises. In addition
they receive stupendous sums from
speculating on the stock .and com-
modity exchanges, not to mention
the interest that bankers receive
from loaning monev to these specu-
lators, Millions of bushels of wheat,
corn and other products are sold
and resold at ever increasing prices
before they even reach the proces-
S0T'S.

Each prohteer takes his slice out
of each transaction, all adding to
the price that the consumer must
pay. These transactions total in
the billions of dollars in the course
of a year. Thus despite incrensing
prices, it is noteworthy that the
farmer's slice of the consumers’
food dollar declined from 56 cents
in March to 52 cents in May. -

The government of the industrial-
ists in Washington is doing its
share to kesp prices out of reach
of the consumer’s pockethook. For
instance, at a time when eggs are
selling for a dollar a dozen, the fed-
eral government still owns 138 mil-
lion dozen in dried and frozen form
which it refuses to put on the mar-
ket.

SYSTEM OF SCARCITY

The most important factor behind
the present high prices is the an-
-archy.. .. of . a capitalist - -produetiony <
which is geared not to the needs of
the people but to fhe profits of the
industrialists. The greatest profits
are made in periods of scarcity and
the industrialists are continually
scheming to bring about scarcity
even in periods of plenty. During
the early Thirties when there was a
surplus of farm groducts because a
large section of the American peo-:
ple could not afford to buy them,
Wall Street planned and executed
the simple device of ploughing under
wheat and cotton, and paying the
large landowners for not producing.

Today there is a tremendous
shortage of steel not only in this
country but throughout the world.
But the large steel owners refuse to
expand the industry since they can
make more money by charging ex-

the needs of the people. With ad-
ditional steel the farmers through-
out the world could be supplied with
tractors and other farm implements
as well as other commodities which
they would gladly take in exchange
for grain, and thus have an incen-
tive to turn over the food products
to a hungry world.

There is a great need for fertili-
zer which is inadequate because of
the lack of power facilities which
cannot be built up because of the
steel shortage. If not for this,
countless bushels could have bheen
added to the corn and other crops.

But the needs of the people are
not pnrt of the planning of the in-
dustrial pirates. Even in the midst
of the present world-wide food

bushels of potatoes, acres of vege-
tables and citrus fruit. Wall Street
can. plan war and scarcity but not
abundance.

orbitant prices than by providing for |-

shortage they destroyed millions of |

 Capitalist Trusts, lmperialist War—
Breeders of Ravagmg Price Inflation

drawn up and cxecubed for the need\,
of the people only: if this small
clique of profiteer parasites is eli-
minated, and their plants expropri-
ated by the people.

‘““Ah, but that is socialism,”
the industrial hogs, “and what we
want is free enterprise.” But the
people have learned that free en-
terprise means that they are com-
pelled to fight wars from which only
Wall Street emerges victor. The
only element of freedom is the right
of the industrial brigands to charge
all that the traffic will bear and
amass huge profits at the expense
of the people.

Despite the rabid campaign con-
ducted by Wall Street against “reds”
and socialists, the masses are learn-
ing that it is in their interests to
expropriate these false propagand-
ists. Since both the Democratic and
Republican Parties are under the
domination of these industrial pi-
rates, this can be done only through
the formation of a Labor Party
which will serve the real interests
of the workers and middle class.

ery |

Anoth’ef ‘ Homeleés Family

Evigted from their one-room Brooklyn flat, My. and Mys. Clayton
Muise and: 1-year-old daughter Janet wait::em.the steps of: Borough

Hall to see Borough President Joseph..Cashmore.,

MAll we want is

a place to live,” says the sign addressed to Cashmore.

-(Federated Pictul e)

Maritime Conventlon to D éBate
Political Action, Foreign Policy

By C. Thomas

The mternal struggle in the
CIO National Maritime Union
will occupy the center of the
stage at the Sixth National
Convention. Everything else will be
so much window dressing. The Stal-
inists, fighting desperately to re-
establish their monoppoly centrol of
the union, will attempt to use the
convention to further this end. The
forces led hy President Joseph Cur-
ran will strive to further loosen the
grip of the .CP machine on the union
apparatus.

Under the constitution of the
NMU the convention does not elect
cfficers. Union officials are elected
at stated periods of referendum vote
of the membership. Because of this
fact the struggle will probably take
place over proposals to democratize
the union structure.

As the Stalinists have a decisive
majority on the NMU National
Council, they will oppose any move
to strip that bedy of its power and
authority. The Curran group, de-
pending more and more on the direct
intervention of the membership,
must seek to strengthen that coun-
terweight to the CP-controlled Na-
ional Council.

MAIN CONFLICT

Apart from, the internal dispute,
the main conflict promises to be
over political policy, both domestic
and foreign. It seems that the Stal-
inist third party counterfeit has been
taken as good coin by leaders of the
opposition. They have even deceived
many of their own followers into be-
lieving that the ‘“Third Party” and
the independent I_;a_bur Party mean
one and the same thing.

As against the third party dema-

i Prices can be reduced, production | 8ogy of the Stalinists, spokesmen for

‘can be stepped up, plans can be

the opposition counterpose the of-
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ficial policy of the CIO Political Ac-
tion: Committee. LA

There is actually neo d]&el‘enﬁe be-
tween them. The Stalinists decla.rg
that they are for a third party
modelled after the American Labor
Party in New York. But' the policy
of the ALP under Stalinist leader-
ship has been in no way different
from that of the CIO-PAC. Both
have followed a policy of endorsing
capitalist politicians for public. of-
fice under the discredited Gaompers
formula of “‘supporting friends and
punishing enemies.” It is this policy
that has led to the present political
impotence of the organized labor
movement.

As  against this bankrupt policy
the militants must advance the de-
mand that the CIO-PAC run inde-
pendent labor candidates for public
office. This demand cuts through
the Stalinist third party claptrap
and puts the question on the proger
plane: No confidence in the boss-
controlled candidates of the Re-
publican and Democratic parties.
Labor must run its own candidates

who will be _lnyal to, and controlled
by - the organized. labor.movement,
- On. foreign policy the Stalinists
confine their criticism to the capi-
talist-imperialist powers who, at the
moment,. are in conflict with the
Soviet Union. 'They:demand an end
to intervention by everybody except
Stalin. . Againgt this reactionary
demagogy the genuine militants’ de-
mand the. withdvawal eof ALL occu-
pation - troops from foreign seil,
 Above all,:the. Stalinists . must be
fought, not.as ‘‘communists” which
they are not, but as:-a reactionary
gang- of disrupters who have sown
dissension .and discord .in the unjon
and have sold out and betrayed: the
seamen. Any. resort to red-baiting
will only: serve-to. build-them: up,
What is necessary:is to. strip them
of their demagogic pretenses, expose
their reactionary-role and destroy
their influence... . This .can. be .done
only by ecunterposing to-their: palicy
of class .collaboration a militant pro-

gtam of working - class struggle-en
both the economic and political
front.

NMU Progresswes Flght
For Democratic Unionism

(Continued from Page. 1)
paper in the country which today
devotes so 'nrge a part.of its space
to. the publication of rank and file
letters - expressing various shades of
opinion in the union,

NEED:- CONTROL "

The Stalinists are horrified at this
development. They bemoan the lack
of "unity” in the organization and
yearn for a return to the '“good:old
days!! when everything was'‘‘unaniz
mous”—aor else! They long  for'a
docile membership -that can_be léd

like-sheep. ifito every twist and turn’

of- the zigzagging 'CP .lihe. . *'To
achieve.-this brand’ of "Lmity" they
need control, absolute. and: unchhl-
lenged control through wmch evex v

dissenter can be clubbed mto sub- |\

mission.
One of the main disputes at the

Only Victorious
Socialist Revolutions
Can Prevent

—

M The Third World War!

mﬂhmm

convention will revolve around. the
proposals -for. eonstitutiornl: changes
in the organization.structure of.the
unien. The .proposals. which. seek
greater rank and file-eontrol will be
supported by -all .those who oppose
the totalitarian "‘unity” of the Stal-
inist. demagogues, ;

Genuine ' unity- depends upon t.he
fullest .exercise of.internal union de-
moeracy,
have cas;. orr, the but&aucrahc Stal-
dnist " yoke- _can preggx!:_ye_ their chard
won, rights by, fighting, to. retain and
extend,. the qutingst. freedom of rank | .
and ‘file expression and opinion and

The. NMU _members - who

By Evelyn Atwood

Any politician who claims to
be progressive must pose as an
opponent, of the big monopolies
which dominate American eco-
nomic life. Thus, Henry Wal-
lace, millionaire publisher and
ex-Vice-President, has come
forward with his program for
curbing the power of the trusts
and guaranteeing full employ-
ment, maximum production and

lower prices.

The entire Sept. 8 issue of Wallace’s
weekly magazine, New Republic, is
devoted to articles exposing the most
notorious. abuses by the big mon-
apoly combinations; restriction oi
production, soaring prices, exorbi-
tant profits. In his editorial, Wal-
lace. draws fthe balance sheet of
these damning fucts and skefches
his solution.

As the magazine points out, de-
spite a whole series of government
trust-busting gestures over the past
50 years, the monop:lies have never
ceased to -grow in size and power.
Now the Auti-Trust division of the
Department of Justice is embark-
ing on still another ‘“investigation”
and protracted court actions against
the trusts. Wallace, uniike the old
school of ‘‘prograssives,” places no
hope in “trust-busting” by govarn-
ment action—a frank enough admis-
sion of.the bankrupicy of the liber-
als’ methods of struggle =apainst
monopoly.

If government “trust - busting”
won't work, what will? What does
Wallace offer in its nlace?
WALLACE'S PLAN

Wallace confines himgelf to ad-
monishing the monopolists not to
overreach themccives In their lust
for profits and plunder. He wants

to “encourage’ and ‘‘educate” the|!

Wall Street pirates to go a little
slower. He pleads: “I hope these
larger - businessmen will begin to
show more capacity to plan for the
general welfare. Thay know how
to plan with great sikill for their
own husinesses. 1i they need to do
is lift their eves a little higher.”
And he guarantees that if the
greedy profiteers follow his advice,
they will get “even great2r profiis.”

In these noble-sounding words,

Wallace cunningly lintroduces the |

utterly false notion that since the

‘monopolists organize and plan their |
.own factory and finance systems for
private profit, thiat they can a:so or- |

ganize and plan for the needs of so-
ciety as a whole.

He suppresses the fact that in or-
ganizing so efficiently for their nrof-
its, the monopolists inevitably pro-
duce at the same time the present
soaring priees, curtailed production,
unemployment — in other words,
they organize one crisis after an-
other; each worse than the last.

The supreme examples of such
capitalist “planning’’ under capital-
ism. were seen in Germany under
Hitler, . fin Italy under Mussolini,
even.. in -the democratic United
States; the capitalists were able to
plan production only as part of their

(imiperialist ‘war program.

“Phe fruth is that all the ewis of

| monopoly ownership and control are

rid of monopoly and planlessness is
to abolish the capitalist system that
breeds it,

By sounding off against Big Busi-
ness, Wallace is attempting to win
support from the discontented work-
ers and middle classes who are seek-
ing leadership in the fight against
these monopelistic abuses. But Wal-
lace is not attempting to remove the
trusts. He merely seeks to “reform"
them, or rather, to induce them to
streamline their practices.

This demagogue is following in
Roosevelt's footsteps. Roosevelt, too,
thundered against the ‘‘economic
royalists’”’ and threatened to ‘‘drive
the money-changers out of the tem-
ple.” But throughout his adminis-
trations, the billionaires grew rich-
er, and the monopolists tightened
their stranglehold on American
economy. Wallace, like Roosevelt, is
concerned solely with safeguarding
the welfare and profits of the capi-
talist ruling class—of the same mon-
opolists he pretends to attack.

The trusts will not be reformed
by “criticisms” or sermons from
New Dealers and ‘‘progressives.’”

Wallace’'s Tilt At Trusts
Is Just a Demagogic Pose

WALLACE

working people
means

to separate
of production from their

present parasitic owners. After ex-
propriating ‘the monopolists, the
working people themselves . must

then take over the control and man-
agement of the plants and factories.

The first step toward abolishing
the power of the trusts is for the

This is a genuine trust-busting
program. There is no other.

the
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workers in all lands!
For the complete independence
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Our Program:
L Defend labor's standard of living! -

A sliding scale of wages — an escalator wage clause in all union
contracts to provide automatic wage increases to meet the

Organize mass consumers comrmﬂ'aes for independent action against
Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under ‘workers controll

2. Full employment and job security for ali workers
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Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for workers and

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government- strike- *
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4. Build an independent labor partyl

No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for governmeni’
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8.For a veterans' organization sponsored by the

9. A working class answer to capitalist militarism

Take the war-making powers away from Congress!
vote on the question of war or peace!

Full democratic rights in the armed forcesl
Trade Union wages for the armed forces! .
Military training of workers, {inanced by the government, but under
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Withdraw all American troops from foreign soill

ng!
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The Rapid Growth

NAACP

The NAACP, I am informed,
¥ how has close to one million
- members. I doubt if many
people know this. And I am
pretty certain that if they do,
few except the Marxists can
understand what this means.
It is one of the surest signs of
the insoluable social crisis in

the United States.

This growth has taken place dur-
ing the last 12 years. In 1935, the
membership was quite insignificant.
In 1939, it was about 300,000, By
1943, it was half a million.” And
now in 1947, it is almost one million.
The Negro prpulation is only 15 mil-
lion. There is a small number of
whites in the NAACP. But thz large
majority of the membership is
Negro. And when one out of every
fifteen of the Negroes in the United
EStates joins an organization aiming
at the destruction of Negro oppres-
sion and discrimination, that be-
comes an indication of a tremendous
social ferment in the nation as a
whole.

What is it that has moved these
Negroes to this tremendous mobili-
zation? The answer is simple,
There is obviously a dislocation of
the whole social order which drives
them towards unifying their forces
for struggle. They are impelled
towards the search for solidarity be-
cause they realize that all the great
problems of the nation and of\-the
Negro minority are now being posed.
They gird themselves for a solu-
tion of their own,

. Look at those dates again. 1935
to 1947. To any Marxist student of
American life, those dates must im-
mediately call to mind the formation
. of the ZIO. Precisely during this
g ‘time when the Negroes were just

faeginning to organize themselves,
‘the labor movement of the United

States accomplished one of the most

astonishing mobilizations in the

hlstory of the working class.

‘I‘he ‘proletariat, in some of its
deepest. layers, felt thet the founda-
tlons . of - American society were
cracking under its feet. Instinc-
tively the long-overdue organization
of industrial unions appeared, heav-
ing out of the depths of dislocated
capitalist society. If the CIO is a
response of labor to the crisis of
Américan society, then the organi-
zatibn of Negroes in the NAACP is
a response which has the same
roots, Both are the reaction of
Americans to the. crisis of the
American environment,

" The NAACP response is not so
much a Negro as an American phe-
nomenon. But precisely because
these Americans are Negroes, the
mass mobilizations assume the as-
tounding ratio of roughly one out

By J. R. Johnson

Scientific socinlism is the con-
scious expression of the unconscious
historical process; namely, the in-
stinctive and elemental drive of the
proletariat to reconstruct society on
communist beg'innings. These or-
ganic tendencies in the psychology
of workers spring to life with ut-
most rapidity today in the epoch
of crises and wars.

—Leon Trotsky, 1940

of every fifteen Negroes in the na-
tion. The Negroes are more bitterly
oppressed, more disgusted, more hu-
miliated, than any other section of
the population. That is the reason
why they react so strongly to the
stimuli of a disintegratirg society.

That is what is important, the
mass movement towards organiza-
tions, It expresses the sense that
the conditions are intolerable; that
the possibility of change exists, that
it is necessary to act. Whensaver
hundreds of thousands of people
take action of any significant kind
there is an irnfallible sign of social
contradictions expressing themselves.

That being said, however, it is
now possible to say certain other
things. The NAACP, as led by Wal-
ter White and his fellow-fakers, is
an organiza‘ion miserably inade-
quate for the great cause it is de-
signed to serve. For years, it has
distinguished itself by its inability
o mcbilize its followers for mass
action. It has done useful work in
publicizing such barbarisms as
lynching. It has fought cases in
the courts. It has cairied out a
strictly legalistic type of propaganda
and agitaiion.

But militant Negrues have long
recognized the NAACIE's fear o1
militant mass action, Today the
same leaders are in the saddle and
with their long training, ihey un-
doubtedly wish nothing more than
to carry on in the manner which
has distinguished them in the past.

But history is overtaking them.
An organization of one million is
vastly different from an org:niza-
tion of one thousand. Furthermore,
the Negro population in the United
States is predominantily proletarian
or semi-proletarian. The moment
you read a ratio like 1 to 15 it
means that a substantial number of
that million consisis of workers or
members of working class families.

The véry size of the organization
gives confidence to its membership.
They have not joired in order to
send more telegrams to Washing-
ton or to take more cases before
the Supreme Court. They want
action. The NAACP is therefore in
a state of turmoil. The membership
is pressing for action. The leader-
ship searches for some sort of pro-
gram. It is impossible here to give
any forecast as to what the result
will be.

For the time being, however, this
much ean be said. The fate of the
extraordinary mass movement rests
with the great social forces of the
nation. This growth of the NAACP
is not an accident. X{ represents
the Negro mobilization following
World War IT which corresponds to
the Negro mcbilization that followed

Flint Unions Asked to

World War 1. That mobilization
was the Garvey movement. 1t took

Help Covenant Fight

By W. H. Yancey

' FLINT, Mich., Sept. 13—A | promise the members anything but

mass meeting for the defense
of Corainey James, victim of a
‘restrictive covenant, was held
last Sunday by the Flint
Branch of the NAACP.

Mrs. James, who has been a resi-
- dent at 2018 Seymour Ave., for over
rine months, was notified that she
was In a “restricted area” in the
South End and served with an in-
Junetion to move. Mrs. James had
put her life savings into this home.

Rev. Robert L, Bradby, president
of the Detroit NAACP, delivered an
effective speech at the meeting on
the necessity for more courage on
the part of the Negroes in fighting
their battles.

“Any Negro,” he said, “who will
not take up the fight now for his
own democratic rights in a coun-
try which has denied him his rights
for so long, might just as well lie
in somebody’s graveyard. This sort
of fight, and all others, must be
fought through political action.”

Three Flint attorneys employed
by the NAACP to defend Mrs.
James' rights, did not have much
to offer in the way of solving her
case. It was clear they could not

they would “do their best.”

However, more light and hope
was thrown on the situation when
Genora Dollinger, a member of the
NAACP, got the floor and proposed
to the membership that an appeal
be made to Flint's local unions for
their aid in fighting the James
eviction case. She proposed send-
ing a letter to all CIO and AFL
locals asking for the support of
these organizations and their thous-
ands of members.

The motion was immediately
adopted by the meeting, amid many
expressions of enthusiasm for the
suggestion.

This will be the NAACP's first
step toward linking up with the
labor movement in this city. It is to
be hoped that other branches else-
where will follow in taking this wise
and necessary action toward solv-
ing the problems of the Negro
people,

A hundred dollars was collected
at the meeting for the defense of
Mrs. James, The Socialist Workers
Party pamphlet, “A Practical Pro-
gram to Kill Jim Crow” was sold

at the door.

the extravagant form it did pre-
cisely because there was not at that
time in the United States an or-
ganized labor movement which could
stand before the nation as the po-
tential leader of all the oppressed.
Today, that is not so.

believe in any social organization in
the nation. In the industrial towns
many of the members of the NAACP
are good union men. Their educa-
tion in the union movement has
not lessened, but sharpened, their
consciousness of their oppression as
Negroes. They have therefore join-
ed the struggle of the NAACP as

carrying their own special struggle.
It was the soczial crisis which preci-
itated the CIO into existence.
as the social crisis which has pre-
cipitated the phenomenal growth of
the NAACP.

The deepening of the crisis will
drive the American proletariat on

a scale corresponding to the social
:xplosion which was the CIO. Any
suth movement will most certainly
sring in its train convulsions in the
NAACP. The solidity of American
capitalist society is undermined.
And under our eyes the forces that
are to overthrow it are slowly but
surely preparing themselves for the
gigantic explcsions which will usher

in the aetual revolutionary crisis.

“We Want

The Negro people as a whole be-|
dieve in the CIO more than they

\

the most convenient medium for |

I

to the road of political actions on |

\

e

to Live”

J '
That's what the sign sa.'ys as thousands of French workers protest
rising food prices and damard effective action to curb inflation.
{Fedelated Picture)

The Umted Nations General
ing Meadow, .New York, Sept.

success at Petropolis, Brazil, in

ton’s delegation. +

The Kremlin responded by
naming as its chief representa-
tive, Andrei Vyshinsky, who
first came to world attention
as attorney for the GPU secret
police in the notorious Moscow
Frame-up Trials,

Two davs before the session open-
~d, Marshall fired the opening gun
against the Kremlin delegation with
a speech at the Waldor{-Astoria
Hotel in New York that was char-
acterizaed Lty ceveral delcgates as “‘a
declaration of war within the Unit-
ed Nations.”

Without naming the Soviet Union,
Marshall intimated that he was
heading for a “make or break’ show-
dewn in th2 General Assembly. The
nress. interpreted his stand as an
implied threat to force the with-
drawal of the USSR from the Unit-
ed Nations if Washington’s demands
were not met. Wall Street appeared
‘eady for far-reaching moves in the
Zeneral Assembly in the “cold war”
t is waging against the Soviet
Union. * i

The obviously-inspired stories in

he press intimate that Marshall

;eeks three objectives: (1) a frontier

borers into action against the
On Sept. 1“some 1,000 par-!,
tisans marched into Casale

Monferrato, a city of about
30,000 inhabitants in Northwest rn
Italy. ‘Together with 1,200 lccal
partisans they took over the govern-

ment. They then called a general
strike, which lasted a number of
days.

This demonstration was occasioned
by the Government’s freeing of six
local fascists who ‘had been con-
demned to death by Popular Trib-
unals after the fall of Mussolini.

On Sept. 8 an estimated 600,000 to
1,000,000 agricultural workers w:int
out on strike at the height of the
harvesting season. They demanded,
(1) jobs for the unemployed; (2)
wage increases; (3) rcgulations to
prevent unjustified dismissals; (4)
cest-of-living and family bonuses.
BEGAN STRIKE

On Sept. 16 sorme 800,000 steel
workers began a two-day general
strike when negotiations with the
Ifalian steel kings, under way since
last Feh, 27, broke down.

In addition to these strikes, some
500,000 textile workers threaten to
down tools. And 1,100,000 statz em-
ployes are pressing their demand for
a sliding scale of wages; that is, au-
tomatic wage increases as the cost
of living goes up.

Smaller strikes and demonstra-
tions are flaring all over Italy. Cities
affected by general strikes or major
walk-outs of key trades included
Catanzaro, Florence, Messina and
Foggia.

The Italian workers suffer from
the samie general evils of capitalism
as the American workers, except far
more acutely, Prices have soared
beyond reach of the working class
family while the capitalists stub-
bornly rcsist demands to bring
wages up to reasonable’levels. The
de Gasperi government, installed by
the Allied occupation forces, is far
more interested in keeping in Wall
Street’s good graces than in turning
loose productive forces that could
end inflation and heal the wounds
of World War II in the shortest
possible time.

The rec:nt swift growth of thc

&

By Joseph Hansen

A new revolutionary upsurge is convulsing' Italy. Grinding
hunger and poverty, coupled with alarm over the swift growth
of armed fascist bands, are driving the workers and farm la-

de Gasperi government

fascist danwer has alarmed the
workers. There are more than 60
underground fascist-minded military
formations. They are armed to.the
treth in preparation for civil war.
The number of armed fascist forces
far exceeds the number of working
class partisans still in possession cf
arms.

are the ECLA (Cland:stine Anti-
Communist Liberation Army), the
“Fascist Italian Social- Movement,”
and the FAR (Fasces of Revolution-
ary Action). These groups are
closely interlinked. :

UNITE REACTION

An attempt is now underway to
unite all the monarchist, faseist, and
similar reactionary groups under
one central leadership. The aim is
to repeat Musselini's feat of smash-
ing the labor movement sand setting
up a fasecist government,

The Pope on Sept. 7 declared that
the soil in Italy is ripe for revolu-
tion. “The time of the test is here

..Even a few minutes can dezide
the vietory.” And to the assembled
shock forces of the Italian Roman
Catholic Action Socicty, the head of
the Vatican said: “The tme for
thought and for projects is past; it
is now the time for action. Are you
ready?”

In the face of this acute fascist
danger, the Stalinists are playing a
treacherous game, Stalin is moving
his Italian pawns with the aim of
increasing his bargaining power
with Wall Street. He permits them
to speak radically encugh to main-
tain their positions at the head of
‘he popular movement, while trying
to restrain the workers from taking
power.

The implied threat is that if
Stalin gives the word, Togliatti will
actually organize a communist revo-
lution in Italy. But if the Stalinists
are given cabinet posts in the
Italian government and other val-
uable considerations,
will call off his dogs, thus saving
[talian capitalism from the' wrath
2f the revolutionary masses.,

Togliatti is reported to have
roasted in a speech that the Stalin-
ists have 30,000 armed partisans and

THE SPIVS ARE IN THE CITY OF LONDON

“Spiv’—A slang term used in Britain to designate chiselers, sharp-
ers and others who live by their wits.

On Aug. 6 Prime Minister Atllee, while discussing mcasures to
meet the manpower shortage, told the House of Commons:

“I am reminded that there is a section ¢f the public which ren-
Its members contrive to make money in all
We shall take all action open; to us against

ders no useful purpose.

kinds of dubious ways.

these spivs and drones.”
The Sept. Sociulist Appeal.

Communist Party, commented on the drive against “spivs™ as follows:

+ A new enemy of the people looms

. population at the present time:
“odious figure of the SPIV.
A skillful campaign of comic pic-

tures and sensational stories in the |campaign. It suits:the needs of the
press, moralizing and indigant ser- |capitalist class at this time of labor
[shortage and the general shortages

mons in the churches, jokes and ‘at-
tacks on the British Broadcasting

Corporation, have built up a picture |first of such propaganda drives. In

organ of the British Revolutionary

large in the consciousness of tnel
the | ket, and refusing to do a useful job

deals on the rTace-courses. engaging
in petty larceny and the black mar-

for the benefit of the country.
There is a purpose behind this

in Britain. However, this is not the

siimilar campaign was directed
against the unempioyed. They were
people who didn't want to work,
loafers, dodgers, ete., and all sorts

Fci‘ individual cases were written up

or even concocted in the capitalist
press for the purpose of poisoning
the minds of the workers in employ-
ment against the unemployed victims
of capitalism.

The object then was to divert the
attention of the workers from the
responsibility of the capitalist sys-
tem for mass unemployment. Now
the intention is to divert attention
from the Big Spive and at the same
tim2 to exert pressurz in the in-
terests of the big capitalists against
small traders such as the barrow
(rush cart) boys attempting to gain
a living by this means, and force

of the unpatriotic spivs battening on |the years before the war and espe- |them into employment which is more
the population, indulging in shady |cially during the slump of 1929-33 a | profitable to the capitalist class, ,

It is an excellent idea to put in
productive labor and useful occupa-
tions the parasites who are preying
on the workers and living on the
fruits of their toil. But why start
on the porr barrow hoys who are
distributing fruit and vegetables? Or
even on the genuine small spivs and
touts who hang around. the billiard |

The most powerful of these groups |

then Stalin|,

remarks from its report of his
sprech., And the American Daily
Worker (Sept. 15) attacked the re-
ports about the imminence of a
“Ceommunist uprising and civil war
in TItaly.”

The Daily Worker approvingly
quoted Tog.iatti’'s statement: I
have to:- emphasize that w2 do not
have arms and should those weanons
exist really it may be the United
States has distributed them, not to
the workers, but to the fascists...”

A BRAKE ON MILITANTS

The Stalinists are thus playing the
role of a brake on the revolution-
ary energy of the Italian workers
and farm laborers. They are try-
ing to hold thrm back from settl-

Mass Demonstrations Sweep Italy
As Fascist Danger Alarms People

are prepared to use them. Dut the ing accounts with the armed fas-
Stalinist paper L'Unita d=leted th=5e cists. They are trying to keep the

masses from going forward to so-
cialism, for this weuld mean not
only the end of capitalism -in Italy
but also the end of Stalinism.

They want to sell out ‘the Italian
rvoluticn as they have  sold -out
previcus revolutions. Whether they
will succeed in this reactionary aim
is another question. - There are per-
sistent reports of growing dissatis-
faction among the ranks of ° the
Italian Stalinists over the perfidious
role cf Togliatti and the other bur-
eaucrats,

This dinsatisfaction d.irect.ly Te- .
flects the acuteness of the revolu-
tionary crisis in Italy and the de-
termination of the Italian paople to

finish wtih the misery and: hormrs
of the capitalist system.: :

International Notes

THEIR MASTER'S VOICE—How
the Kremlin uses the Stalinists in
other lands for its own reactionary
purposes has been illustrated once
more in Italy.

To fail to spealr out against the
monstrous ‘“‘peace” treaty imposed
on the Italian peeple by the victori-
ous Allisd powers would seriously in-
jure Stalinist influence.  Conse-
quently the Italian Stalinist chief-
tains have condemned thes bhandit
trzaty in their campaign oratory.

On Sept. 10, however, the Consti-
inent Assembly heard the reply of
the Kremlin to an Italian appeal for
revision of the harsh terms. The
Kremlin tosk sharp issue with erit-
ics of the treatv, declaring it to be
the quintessence of justice. :

The Italian Stalinists did not dare
briitk the stony silence that fell on
the Assemb’y as Stalin's stinging
rebuff was read. Like well-trained
dogs it took only the sound of their
master’s voice to silence their bark-
ing.

*

#* L]

CHAIN REACTION — Argentina
has enormous gquantities of meat
that must be exported if deprassion
and widespread unemployment is to
be avoided. One of the normal big
markets for this meat is Greal
Britain.

British capitalism, however, has
breken down to such an extent that
it can offer Argentina only Brifish
moeney for this meat. The British
meney cannot buy the machinery
and other manufactured goods Ar-
gentina needs because British fac-
tory production is at a low ebb.
Consequently Argentina has sus-
rended shipment of canned meat to

Great Britain. That means in-
creased hunger for the British
workers, It means glutted pack-

ing plants in Argentina.

And it hits the American work-
ers too, because with meat sales
pinched off, Argentina cannot buy
American goods. This in turn Iead=

reoms and pubs? The real spivs wear
top hats, lounge around the Riviera,
or “work’ in the City of London,
or the Stock Exchange.

Put the Big Stivs, the monopolv
capitalists, finance sharks and banik-
ers out of business. Take over in-
dusiry without compensation and
put them to useful work. To attack
the small spivs and n:ake them re-
sponsikle for thel chaos, mismanags-
ment and ecrisis brouzht about by
the lust for profits of the capitalist

'to lowered American exports, help-
ing to touch off a depression in
America.

Thus a chain reaction is set off
with explosive effects on the work-
ers’ standard of living everywhere.

* ok

5.

STONE T. CONSULATE—R~-
centment against American imperi-
alism continues at a high pitch
among the Egyptian people. They

are angry over the support Wash-

in the United Nations. The.Egyp-
tians want the British ‘to withdraw
their troops and get out of the Su-
dan area that controls the Nile, -
In Port Said on Sept. 11, crowds
cf Egyrtians hurled bottles and
stones at the American consulate
and attempted to burn down the

British consulate. .

In Alexandria, crowds that threw
rocks at the  police were dispersed
by gunfire.

Among the slogans shouted by the
demonstrators were: “Down with
the Security Council," “Down with
Britain,” “Down with imperialist
France,” “Long live Egypt and the
Sudan,” “Long live Russia, Poland

oscow "m UN Assemb!

Assembly convened at Flush-
16 in an atmosphere that bore

little resemblance to peace. General Marshall, fresh from his

committing all Latin America

to Wall Street’s war machine; was named chief of Washing-

commission in Greece; (2) modifica-
tion of use of the veto; (3) a mili-
tary pact for Europe symmetrical to
the one ju.t signed in Brazil by the
Intin American countries,

Wall Street’s purpose in pushing
for these three objectives is as fol-
10\3{5:: ;

Agitation for a frontier commis-
sion in Greece is designed to pin the
klame on the Soviet Union for the
turbulent and bloody events there
and to divert attention from Wall
Street's manipulations of the quis-
ling' regime it has set up in Greece.

Agitation for modification of ths
veto is designed to place the Soviet
Union in the most unfavorable light
possible as part of the propaganda
preparation for the projected Third
World War. The veto was original-
ly concelved by Washington, insisted
upon by a majority of Democratic
and Republican Congressmen, and
formally .proposed by the U.S. dele-
gation. Wall Street wanted the veto
as an ace in the hele in the un-
likely event it found itself in a mi-
nority on any issue in the United
Nations of vital concern to its in-
terests. The Kremlin, however, suc-
ceeded in turning the veto to its own
uses.

The proposed military pact is de-
signed to take America another step
dewn the road to World War III.
Washington finds it embarrassing
to pretend that the dispatch of
American troops to Greece is de-
‘manded by aggression against the
United States. With a pact in force
like the one signed in Brazil, Amer-
ican GIs could be sent to Greece or
anywhere else in Europe under pre-
tension that the territorial integrity
of a signatory to the pact was be-
mg infrlngeci

“The' cﬂpltalist press freely pre-
dicts that either modification of the
veto or a military pact of the above
chamcber would almest certainly re-
sult in thé withdrawal of the Soviet
Un.ion ‘and , the end or the United
Nations. Y-t

Thus ‘two: ‘years afber the close of
‘World War:II, the United Nations
i-i racked by a cris]s that can well

e

‘After ia ‘honth-long effort

Grimethorpe do a 23-foot daily
stint .in- place of their former
21:foot stint. .

With thisi smashing victory, the
Grimethorpe coal diggers voted to
return to work Sept. 15. They had
been out since Aug. 11.

Even after voting on the govern-
ment proposal, the miners insisted,
before going underground, that the
government clarify the terms., The
miners said that they had voted for
an immediate investigation and not
an inguiry delayed a week or two.

The strikers had good reason for
their caution. Arrayed against them
had been not only the government,
its coal board, members of Parlia-
ment and the capitalist press, but

and Syria."

also the officials of their own Na-

of the Stalinist-dominated gov
charged with “provoking” stri
with Polish Socialists abroad,

association, and spying for a+

“forengtf intelligence service.
These charges follow the well-
known pattern of the frame-up accn-
sations cooked up by the GPU in: the
notorious Moscow  “witch-craft"”
trials of a decade ago when the
Kremlin,. carried through the most
monstrous purge known in history.

The real ‘“crimes” of the Polish
victims of the Stalinists appear to
be two: (1) They are possible lead-
2rs of the wmespre%d popular oppo-
‘ition in Poland to Stalinism; (2)
they resisted Kremlin pressure for
‘he merger of the Socialist Partv
with the Stalinist Party in Poland.
The arrests tock place at the end
f May and beginning® of June and
ncluded even Socialists who had
‘oined. the ‘“‘legal” Government So-
dialist Party set up under Stalinist
wuspices.

Only 11 names of those arrested
“1ave been made public. Theyv in-
~lude men with a long record in the
labor movement. Kasimierz Puzak,
for instance, was sentenced to eight
vears hard labor for revolutionary
ictivitiss in Czarist Russia. He spent
seven years in irons in solitary con-

class is sheer hypocrisy. ington gives the British imperialists

ot T ) B SR ST o

Socialists in Poland
Face Frame-up Death

Some 36 leading Polish Socialists face death at the hands

ernment of Poland. They are
kes, of maintaining “contact”
running a secret underground

selburg, one of the most terrible
Czarist prisons.
. Released by the Bolshevik revo-
lution, Puzak returned to Poland
where he" became a leading organizer
of tl‘le PQllSh Socialist Party.

During the Nazi occupation he was
a leading figure in the underground
resistance movement. In March 1945
he was an“sted by the Stalinists and
condemned in Moscow to 18 months’
penal servitude. Freed under a sub-
sequent amnesty, he has since been

under the constant supervision of

the Security Police.
The prisoners are being held in-

commun'icado in the dungeons of the

Security Pohce They are threatened
with' trial before Military Tribunals.
Such tridls are drumhead affairs
usual]y held secretly in the prison-

London members of the Polish So-
cialist Party have called on or-
ganized labor everywhere to protest
the arrests; demand a public trial
for the defendants with the right of
independent and adequate legal de-
fense; and permission for impartial
representatives of Labor and So-
clalist Parties abroad to attend the

) 4
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“WORBT" COMMUNISTS — An
Egyptian Government newspaper,. .
Roseh-el-Yeussef, informs its read-
ers: “There is in Egypt a group
affil’ated to the Fourth Internation-
al, which was founded by the Com-
munist leader, Leon Trotsky. The
Trotskyists are the worst kind of
Communists because of their ex-
tremism . . . " Yes, indeed, Messrs.
Egyptian landlords and capitalists, *
from your point of view the Trot-
skyisty are tru'v the very worst
kind of Communists—they have an ;
unpleasnnt habit of matching words .
with deeds. (Reprinted from New
Spark, organ of the Bolshevik- Len-
inist Pal ty of India.)

prove fatal. The UN was launched
by the victorious Allied powers un-
der the promise it would brifig en="
during peace to a war-torn world.
Now these same Allied powers have -
sonverted the United Nations Thio a o
mere sounding hoard in- their-preps—=
arations for a new and more fright-
ful war among themselves,

The United Nations has proved to
Ye no‘hing but a continuation of the
ld League of Mutions which Lenin
branded as a ‘*‘thieves kitchen.” It~
has not advanced an inch toward
‘he solution of the burning problems
hesetting the post-war world.

The acute price squeeze, housing'=
hortege, and threatened depression
are some of the immediate conse-—::
juences of the failure of the United
Nations to bring stable peace to the -
world,. Amonrg the meore far-reach-
ing consequences are the continuedius
srostration of the vast industriat
machine in Europe and the Far
East, the exhausting civil- war--in
China and bloodshed in Indonesia
and Indo-China, and the continued .
threat of atomic annihiliation.

The TUnited Nations proved im-...
rotent because it is dominated by
American imperialism. Wall Street
dreams of world conquest.. Conse=:
quently it seeks to utilize the United
Nations as a means in achieving this
end. i

That is why evervthing that
cecurs in the UN is shaped by the
deepening antagonism hetween capi-
talist America and the Soviet Union
—the land Wall Strect views as the
prineipal prospective victim. 3

And that is why the vulture of war

Resounding Victory Won
By | rimethorpe Miners

solldanty ‘of the striking British miners, the Attlee Governmen
was foréed to bow in defeat. Pending investigation by a 3-mati”
-fact: ‘ﬁndmg ‘commission, the National Coal Board waived its

presides at the General  Assembly
instead of the dove of peace, :

to break the ﬁghtmg spirit an-

demand that the 140 men at%

tional Union of Mine Workers, in-
cluding the Stalinists in top posts.
They wanted to make sure there:
were no jokers.in the agreement

What proved decisive in the con-
flict was the magnificent solidarity
of the miners. In pit after pit the
men downed tools in sympathy with
Grimethorpe until as many as 60 DOQ ;
were idle. As the supply of coal
dwindled, mills began shutting down..
The Attlee regime feared nation
wide paralysis of industryv in face of
the unyielding determination of the
miners. _

As government spckesmen them-
selves explained, the issues far tran-
scended the immediatz cause of the
strike. Attlee and his cohorts are
doing their utmost to safeguard
British capitalism in defiance of the
mandate of the people to establish
socialism, To accomplish this aim
they are demanding further sacri-
fices from the workers, including
eating less and accepting a mon-.
strous speed up.

When the British miners succeed-
ed in winning a 5-day week, the
Attlee regime insisted they -produce
as much coal per man as they for-
merly did in 5% days. The coward-
ly union officialdom agreed to this
demand. The Grimethorpe men
spearheaded rank and file resistance
to the impossible target.

The striike thus became in cffect
a vote of no-confidence in the poli-
cies of tha Attlee Government- and-—
a demand to get on with socializing -
British industry. . :

As the Grimethorpe strike came to
an end, some 6,000 supervisory mine
emploves and shot firers stiffened
their pressure on the Attlee Govern-
ment. They announced a decision to
serve the National Coal Board with
the 14-day notice legally required
for termination of contract.

They charge that they have been
excluded from the benéfits of the
5-day week agreement. They have .
been negotiating since last May:
without any results. :

Arthur Horner, well-known Stalin-
ist and Secretary of the Mine Wor
ers Union, denounced the superviso
employes just as he had previous
denounced the Grimethorpe men
This Stalinist strikebreaker called

P
e

the heroic Grimethorpe strikers
“traitors to the nation.”
Horner fecund it an “amazing’

thing” that the supervisory employes
“who rever dreamed of stoprage un-
der private ownership are threaten-
ing to str'ks now that the industry -

finement in the fortress of Schlus-

trial as observers.

is under the National Coal Board.”
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"The historical task of
our epoch consists in re-
placing the unconttolled
play of the market by
reasonable planning, in
disciplining the forces of
production, compelling
them to work together
in harmony and obedi-
ently serve the needs of
mankind."

Leon Trotsky

- . r
Capitalism’s Program: Eat Less!

" There is nothing new or unusual in Ameri-
can capitalism’s solution to the war-created,
prcfiteer-aggravated price inflation. Taft's “eat
less” and Truman’s “personal restraint” program
express an inherent tendency of the profit sys-
tem in peace and in war, in boom or in crisis.

-The capitalist system has always operated to
impoverish the masses, to augment profits at the
expense of the people’s living standards. = If
these -standards do rise slightly and temporarily
for certain sections of the working class, it is
through no will or virtue of the capitalists them-
selves. It is because of the bitter resistence and
struggle of the exploited.

“Eat less” and “pull in your belts” reflects
the unceasing relentless drive of the capitalist
class to grab more and more wealth, to squeeze
from the toilers an ever greater portion of their
production and an ever larger share of the na-
tional income.

The ‘“eat less”

program of capitalism has .

been enforced most savagely for the past three

decades,
development of monopoly capital, which has be-
come an iron brake upon production, Monopoly
capitalism seeks to maintain itself through scar-
city, and high prices. It destroys or absorbs all
competitors, blocks new productive processes,
rigidly fixes production quotas,

This monopoly capitalist system in its decline

and decay has spread hunger and famine and |

death through the whole world in two titanic
wars. It has enriched a few by wasting and de-
stroymg the substance of the many. “Guns in-
stead of bmter " “Atom bembs instead of homes,”

—these are slogans of capitalism’s program: |

“Kat less.”
“Eat less” is the program of capitalist econ-
‘omic depression, when tens of millions are job-

That is, during the period of the fullest

less. It was Roosevelt's program when he plowed |

under cctton, buried hogs, dump_ed oranges into
the ocean while a third of thd nation was in dire
want.
while the rich get richer and the poor are looted

It is the Truman-Taft program of today,

of their last pittance by war taxes and price-

gouging,

Only when this rotting capitalist system is }

hauled to the graveyard of history, only when the
planned economy and classless system of Social-
 ism triumphs will the workers cease to be lashed
by the remorseless ruling class demand: “Eat

less!

Recall U.S. Arms from Dutch!

The State Department continues to squirm,
evade and reject the demand raised by James P.
Cannon, in the name of the Socialist Workers
Party, that the Truman administration immedi-
ately recapture all lend-lease weapons still being
employed by the Dutch imperialists against ‘the
-Indonesian Republic.

In his Sept. 11 letter (full text appears in the
adjoining columns), Assistant Secretary Armour
tries to divert ‘attention from this most justifiable
demand, by dragging in such utterly irrevelant
issues as the Linggajati Agreement and the al-

o)

leged fact that Moscow, too, has misused “lend-

lease.”
. Just what bearing on Indonesia have any

pretended or real malefactions of the Kremlin? -

How do Stalin’s crimes justify the crimes of the -

Dutch in Indonesia? Or, for that matter, the

role of silent partner played in Indonesia by the |

Truman administration? The State Department
drags in the Soviet Union by the hair in the same
way as red-baiters drag in Moscow into the 'in-

ternal union situations—and for the same pur- .

pose: to throw sand in the eyes of the workers.
As touches the Linggajati Agreement,

Indonesian government do not in any way nulli-
fy the right of the Indonesian people to defend
themselves against armed assault. Least of all
~can Washington, on the grounds of this conces-

sion granted to the Dutch by the Indonesian au-

thorities, plead exemption from its own responsi-
bilities for the continued use of American lend-
lease arms in the slaughtey of the heroic defend-
ers of the Indonesian Republic.

Washington's covert aid to the Dutch in In-
donesia is part and parcel of Truman’s foreign
‘policy designed to bolster reaction everywhere,

pau

its
provisions for Dutch participation in an interim -

" employes.

no ‘matter what the toll in ‘human lives or how
much more of the world’s .wealth is destroyed.

As the end-result of this policy, the workers,
whé will foot all the billions, of new “loans” un-
dér the Truman Doctrine, will find not only their
livinge standards constantly degraded, but the
iron-heel of reaction planted on their own necks.
The intrenchment of reaction anywhere in the
world ‘today ‘paves the way for the installation
of reactionary-rule here at home.

In the most direct sense the cause of the In-
donesian fighters for freedom is labor’s own
cause. - That is why we of The Militant have
repeatedly- urged organized labor to come to
their ‘defense., In every union, at every workers’
gathering, let labor’s voice ring out clearly and
resolutely in the demand that the lend-lease
equipment be immediately recaptured by Wash-
ington from the Dutch imperialist enslavers and
butchers!

Santo and Obermeier Cases

" Government authorities are attempting to de-
port two American trade union officials—John
Santo, director of international organization- of
the CIO Transport Workers Union and Michael
J. Obermeier, president of Local 6, AFL Hotel
and Club Employees Union.

The government seizure of these two union
officials is part of Wall Street’s general anti-
labor drive that has included up to now such re-
pressive measures as the Taft-Hartley Slave La-
bor law and the witch hunt against government
Thé purpose of this whole anti-labor
offensive is to break down effective union resist-
ance to the squeeze on the workers’ standard of
living and to restrict democratlc rights in prep-
aration for a Third World War.,

The detention of these two union men sets
up & dangerous precedent. The objective of such
arrests and deportations is to break down the
democratic right-of the union ranks to choose
officials of their own free choice, Wall Street’s
government aims at setting up veto power over
union elections. By smashing the independence
of the unions, Wall Street hopes to stifle labor’s
militancy.

Some workers may not feel inclined to rally
to the defense of Santo and Obermeier because
of their intimate association with Stalinism. The
crimes of Stalinism are fresh in mind—the Stal-
inist support of Wall Street’s war, Stalinist sup-
port of the wage freeze, Stalinist strikebreaking,
Stalinist suppression of union democracy, etc.

But it would be a grave mistake to permit
such legitimate feelings of hatred and contempt
for Stalinism to undermine unyielding opposition
to government interference in union affairs. The
government is not trying these men for their
real crimes against labor, but for their political
beliefs.

If the government succeeds in ousting these
officials because of their political views, then the
door opens for persecution of unionists of any po-
litical persuasion frowned upon by Wall Street's
henchmen.

Labor’s attitude in the Santo and Obermeier
cases should be: Hands off these men! It's the

unions’ own job to take care of Stalinism and its

agents. Let Wall Street’s government keep its
nose out of union affairs.

Freedom Train Off The Track

Beginning its tour of 300 cities, the “Free-
dom Train” arrived in Philadelphia last week
with three exhibit cars containing original docu-
ments relating to American history and Amer-
ican civil liberties.

Run by a committee. dominated by Wall
Street bankers and corporation lawyers, this train
promises to be & hollow mockery of the deeds
and traditions of the revolutionists, abolitionists
and labor militants who wrested from the ruling
classes the liberties we have.

As the politicians and brass hats were staging
their welcome celebration in FPhiladelphia, an
incident revealed the “Freedom Train” spon-
sors’ true attitude to free speech and free press.
Two young men were arrested and hauled away
by the police for distributing pamphlets opposing
compulsory military training. After they had
been taken care of, Admiral Carney told the audi-
ence to “rededicate” itself to the American way
of life, A

The previous day candidates and campaign
workers of the Socialist Workers Party and
Workers Party were convicted of contempt by
the Philadelphia Board of Elections and sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail or $100 fine. Were they

~ guilty of corruption or chicanery at-the polls?

Not at all. The Republicans and Democrats have

a monopoly on that business. They were penal- .

ized for attempting to place independent candi-
dates on the ballot.

A real Freedom Train would be supported
by all lovers of liberty in this country. In these
days ‘of the Taft-Hartley Act and the Washing-
ton witch-hunt, the American working class could
do well to think about civil liberties and the way
they are being violated. It would be good for
Jim Crow elements in the poll tax cities of the
South to reread the 13th, 14th and 15th Amend-
ments which recognize equal rights, including
the ballot, for the Negro people.

But this “Freedom Train” is not traveling
down Freedom Road. Its engineers pretend to
advance theé same hard-won rights they are en-
gaged in throwing overboard. They are the po-
litical descendants of the reactionaries these lib-
erties were wrested from — the Tories, the slave-
holders, the enemies of the labor movement.

As they see civil liberties being undermined
in the very shadow of the “Freedom Train,” the
‘American people should heed the slogan of the
First American Revolution: “Eternal vigilance is
the price of liberty.”

e P T P e
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‘Like Senator Taft sald, if prices are too
hlgh let ’em eat less.
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FASCISM IN ACTION, U.S.
Government Printing Office,

1947, 206 pp., 40 cents,

The Reference Service of the Li-
brary of Comgress has finally re-
leased Fascism in Action. The most
valuable lesson this study teaches
is the opposition of Big Business ?‘nd
their Washington stooges to pub-
licizing the history and record of the
Hitler, Mussolini and Franco re-
gimes.

Last year, upon the order of the
House of Representatives, the Li-
brary of Congress published 500,000
copies of Communism In Aection, No
representative raised his voice in ob-
jection. Then Representative Pat-
man introduced a bill to print a
companicn study on fascism. Im-
mediately a storm of protest broke
out. Patman fought for months and
finally after guarantees were given
that no references to fascist move-
ments in the U.S. would appear and
that the role of Big Business in
financing fascism would be played
down, the House authorized publi-
cation of 1,500 copies. "

This very significant struggle
against publication of a studv of
fascism shows that the men in Con-
gress and their masters are very
class-conscious, Thev realize that a
fascist movement is one of the last
resorts of decaving capitalism and
that the less the American workers
know ahout the true nature of
Fascism, the more chances of suc-

This 206 page study of European
fascism suffers from that dry-as-dust
style which seems to be the hall-
mark of government documents.
Many readers will not be able tu
keep up their interest through the
swamp of foot notes, asterisks and
long, involved sentences.

The reader is also surprised to find
material which isn’'t pertinent to the
subject. An example of this is a
whole chapter devoted to transpor-
tation. While much interesting data
on canals, railroads and highways is
presented, the American worker in-
terested in learning about fascism
in order to prevent it here, will learn
nothing from this chapter and sim-
ilar sections.

Fowever, the major criticism is not
the extraneous matter included but
the vital information left out. This
Look gives no clear idea of how
fascism came to power. It does
not explain how Hitler succeeded
in rallving millions of the impov-
erished middle class to his banner.
It does noi explain how the labor
movement numbering many millions
was paralyzed by its Stalinist and
Social Democratic leadership and
smashed by the storm troorers.

The official reason for publication
of this volume was to teach the
American people not only what the
policies of fascist states were, but
also how to prevent fascism in Amer-

ican citizen in protecting himself
and his children against this-most
dangerous
times.”

Unfortunately this Library of Con-
gress study falls far short of that
praiseworthy end. This is
merely because of the sins of omis-
sion briefly noted above. It also com-
mits a sin that the prize fighting
game condemns as crooked. It pulls
its punches. This is demonstrated
most ¢learly in the chapter devoted
to the relationship of organized re-
ligion to the fascist movements. It
is also true in-the hrief section which
mentions the connections between
German cartels and American Big
Business.

Fascism In Action can be secured
by sending 40 cents to the Govern-
ment Printing Office in Washington,
D.C., and asking for House Docu-
ment No. 401, Despite its faults and
shortcomings, it is worth 40 cents,
mainly for the economic data it con-
tains. )

Tor those workers, however, who
desire a readable explanation of
what fascism is and how it came to
power i Germany and Italy, the
best account is Fascism and Big
Business by Daniel Guerin, published
by Pioneer Publishers for $1.75.
Guerin’s book pulls no punches and
in detailing the rise and technique
of fascism shows how it can be

ica. The forwora to tne book by

cess American faseism will have.

Representative Patman states Lhati

lt was to be “‘an aid to the Amer-|

halted and crushed by a militani
working class.
—George Lavan

STATE DEPARTMENT AGAIN
DODGES ON INDONESIA

From the Assistant
Secretary of State 'é

DEPARTIMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON
3 September 11, 1947

Mr. James P, Cannon

National Secretary

Socialist Workers Party

116 University Place

New York 3, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Cannon:

The receipt is acknowledged of
yvour letter of August 13, 1947, with
further reference to the use of
American lend-lease material by the
Dutch forces in Indonesia prior to
the Dutech compliance with the
cease-fire request issued by the Se-
curity Councii of the United Nations.

Since the provision in the lend-
leéase settlement agreement between
the United States and the Nether-
lands under which the United States
has not exercised its right of re-
capture has already been discussed
in my letter to you of August 6,
1947, I shall not again go into that
phase of the matter. However, it
may he worth. pointing out that the
exercise of such a right incany par-
ticular case would, in a sense, oblige
the United States to police the use
of lend-lease material everywhere. Tt
may also e worth noting in this
connection that other countries, in-
cluding the Soviet Union, have used
such materials in a manner not con-
templated in the original agreement.

Further, I cannot agree with vour
contention that United States action
in the Indonesian matter is uni-

nteral in the sense that it aids only
the Dutch. The United States ten-
der of good oﬁices and the position
of this Government in the Security
Council meetings have had as their
object reaching a just and equitable
settlement on the basis of a volun-
tary agreement between the two
parties. The Linggajati Agreement
itself, which was signed by both In-
donesians and Dutch, diac 2ot pro-
vide for Indonesian independence,
but for eventual autonomy of the
projected Indonesian Union under
the Duich crown.
Sincerely yours,
NORMAN ARMOUR
Assistant Secretary

Answer by SWP

National Secretary
September 17, 1947
Norman Armour
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.
Dear'Sir:

In my original telegram of July
24, 1947 to President Truman, I de-
manded, in the name of the Socialist
Workers Party that the administra-
tion immediately exercise its right
to recapture the lend-lease equip-
ment used by the Netherlands Gov-
ernment against the heroic Indo-
nesian fighters for freedom.

Your answer of August 6, 1947 ac-
knowledged that lend-lease maleriel
had been actually diverted to such
evil ends, but your communication
expressed no intention whatever of
rectifying these abuses.

Your second letter of September
11, 1947 admits in effect that the
Netherlands authorities had utilized
lend-lease armaments in a manner
“not contemplated in the original
agreement.”” Yet the State Depart-
ment still refuses to exercise its
right to recapture this equipment, or
even to voice a protest.

Such conduct confirms the charge
of 'the Socialist Workers Party and
other gzupporters of Indonesia's
struggle for indepenaence that the
Truman administration has been
covertly aiding the Dutch war of
congquest against the Indonesian
people.

Despite the Dutch ‘“compliance”
with the cease-fire request of the
U.N. Security Counecil, recent dis-
patches indisate that this war con-
tinues, with the Netherlands' forces
continuing to employ lend-lease
equipment, in exactly the same man-
ner as afler the signing of the Ling-
gajati Agreement.

I therefore renew my original de-
mand that the State Department re-
capture this lend-lease materiel.

The State Department cannot
hope, by raising irrelevant issues, to
evade its own share of responsibility
for the crimes committed against
the Indonesian people whose strug-
gle for complete independence is sup-
ported by every champion of liberty
in this country.

Yours truly,
JAMES P. CANNON

Na ti‘onal Secretary

Socialist Workers Party

308 pages
Order

116 University Place

LEON TROTSKY'S

Classic Analysis Of

—Why Stalin Triumphed

—Dual Character of the Workers State
—Is the Bureaucracy a Ruling Class?
—PForeign Policy and the Army
—“Socialism in One Country’’
—Inevitability of a New Revolution

Paper $1.00

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

Cloth $2.00

From

New York 3, N. Y.
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Speculative Orgy in Coops

As Kremlin's ‘Plan’ Flops
By John G. erght

Nire months ago the Russlan Council of Ministers
abolished by decree all previous restrictions on c¢o-
operatives, enabling them not only to sell but produce
consumer goods for non-members; leaving them free to
fix their own prices, exempting them from taxes, ex-
tending them grants of land and government subsidies:
in the form of state credits, allocations of buildings, raw
materials, supplies, machmes tools.

By thus creating a privileged sector of economy,
functioning independently of the Fourth Five-Year
Flan, the Kremlin oligarchs had hoped to at least step
up the output and distribution of acutely scarce neces-
sities, particularly to pump out agricultural “surpluses”
hoarded by Russian peasants who still obvicusly prefer
to deal with private traders and not with the state.

How has this far-reaching concession to capitalist
elements worked out in the interim?

The capitalist sector has been markedly strength-
ened. By the second gquarter of this year “the turnover
of cooperative trade in the cities reached 5 billion rubles,”
states the leading editorial in Pravda, Aug. 28. 'This 20
billion ruble annual turnover represerts an important
fraction of the total Soviet domestic trade; the actual
proportion of trade now controlled privately is even
larger, if city trade alone is considered, as Pravda does.
EXPANDED IN CITIES

This means that the primary expansion of coopera-
tives i1us taken place not in the villages, as the Kremlin
had dreamed, but in the largest cities where in the last
six months the coops have opened up “19,000 stores,
booths and stalls, together with 3,000 communal food
enterprises.”

Expansion in rural areas has been slight. In fact,
Pravda complains that “up till now a considerable sec-
tion of the cooperatives do not bother at all to purchase
agricultural produce and raw materials.” Ciling a “classic
rural area” like Krasnodar, one of the richest farming
provinces, Pravda's editors go on to reveal only 47 out
of 78 Krasnodar coops engaged in buying operations,
The others only sell what they themselves produce,

And even those few who buy, do so not from peasants
but in “markets in the cities and worker settlements
themselves.”

In plain language, this means that the Kremlin's
original plans have boomeranged. Instead of increasing
the volume of purchasable goods or helping bring down,
prices, these neo-capitalist ventules are interested solely
in profits.

While expanding in the big cities, the cooperatwe
network is “functioning unsatisfactorily”
ters like Chelyabinsk, Smolensk and other provinces
whereas in such key provinces as Archangel, Volodarsk
and Ivanovsk an actual “reduction of rural stores net-
work” has taken place.

NESTS OF SPECULATORS
The coops have become nothing else than new nests

of speculators, akin to their bloody-brothers everywhere

else, Sc scandalous has their activity been that Pravda
has issued a warning in customary Stalinist style: “In
a numper of cases,” it thunders, “the cooperatives employ
the services of speculators and middle-men, paying them
excessive rewards, . . .”

Meanwhile, the cooperative “plan” for such neces-
sities as potatoes and vegetables has been fulfilled only
one-ithird. What is more, “in a number of provinces the
deliveries of early vegetables and potatoes are poorer
than last year.” .

Many key industrial regions are not serviced at all.
"These are industrial towns in the Urals (Kopeisk, Kor-
kino, Chusovoi and others) where the c¢ooperatives “did
not open a single store;” and such oil cities as Ishim-
bayev or coal towns like Ruchenkovo which are “virtually
without cooperative trade.” ' ;

The Kremlin has flatly warned that it expects a
drastic change “in the next few months” The coops
must “promote on the largest possible scale the pur-
chases of agricultural produce and raw materials; assume
a prominent place in urban commodity turnover; im-
prove their servicing of rural consumers and increase
their output of foodstuffs and manufactured goods out
of local raw materials,”” But the prospect is that the
present state of affairs will not only continue but grow
Worse,

A csharp clash between the regime and the expand-
ing neo-capitalist sector is, in our opinion, unaveidable.

How Billionaire Bankers
Pinch Pennies Nowadays
By Evelyn Atwood

So vou think youw've goi iroubles meeting the high
cost of living? Did you ever give a thought to the
Ludget troubles of the bankers?

adays. There are 18 billion dollars in New York City's
big commercial banks today. But soaring costs .are
cutting into their earnings too, and they have to deo
plenty of “penny-pinching.”

One of these giant banks set a good example by
cutting down on the number of envelope styles in a
single department. Instead of eleven siyles, they now
have only three. That way they save $5,000 a year —
500,000 pennies. It “sounds like small potatoes,” said
the comptroller, “but it adds up when multiplied sev-
cral times.” Nb sacrifice iz too greal, not even eight
envelope styles, when you're pinching pennies, i)

Another Wall Street bank has taken an even more
drastic step. It reduced from twelve to eight the num-
ber of officers for whomn it provides luncheon club
memberships, Just think of the humiliation for those
four oificers who now have to eat with just any old
body in some high-priced restaurant, and pay for it
themsclves, instead of getting a free feed with million-
aires in the Bankers Club.

This thrifty bank is also beginning to investigate
the wlhiole business of officers using the bank’s funds
to enfkertain themselves and their customers with broiled
lobster and champagne. “We want to make sure,” a
bank official explained, “that a customer with a $50,000
accourt is not entertained more often because he may
be an amusing fellow, than the less jocular owner of
a $4,000 000 account.”

That kind of hospitality was all right during the
war, when bank earnings spurted lo record levels,
reaching their peak in 1945. But things are different
now. oOne group of leading banks in New York City
reported last year's earnings about 14% below those
for 1845, So today the senior bankers have to pinch
pennies on their envelopes and fun-loving junior of-
ficers. Nor have they overlooked cutting down on charity
donations, although many of these are pet charities fo
their kig customers.

Of course all this is only the start. A little straw
shows which way the really big economy winds are
blowing. One bank is cracking down on the “habit
many clerks developed during the war of making several
trips lo a coffee counter during working hours.” First
they cct down on the number of wips. Then they'll
cut. oul the coffee. In the end they'll cut out the
clerks.

They've already got plans for more and better ma-
chines 1o take over many jobs still done by hand. One

banker hopefully foresees “an era of remote control
Lookkecping . a few buttms and electronics will
post the ledger sheet upstairs before the customer leaves

the bank.”

No wages {0 pay — only bigger and better salaries
and bonuses for fhe bankers., For those are the last
things a bank will pinch pennies on.

in rural cen:

The Sept. 12 wailing ¢
 Wall Street Journal tells about the bankers’ woes now-
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Workers

The Workers' Morum columns

orum

ikes Idea of
ublishing Serial

fitor:
e suggestion of Harry Frankel
arding ‘' the publication of serials

’ in The Militant is a very good idea.

Leon Trotsky's “History of the Rus-

. sian Revolution,” a work so famous

that even the reactionary bourgeois
intellectual, Mortimer J. Adler, has
included it on his list of the world’s
great books, would be excellent read-
ing for workers interested in the
true story of the Russian uprising
against Czarist tyranny.

May I suggest that some compet-

"ent party members undertake some

sort of symposium on the great
literature of the world from a
Marxist point of view? I am par-

ticularly interested in the works of
the reporters of bourgeois decad-
ence: Joyce, Proust and Mann.”
Such a discussion would be most
useful in the education of the work-
ers, and in giving our comrades a
Marxist orientation in the matters
of liberal education.
P. B.
Milwaukee, Wisc.

Reader Asks F or
Marxist Definitions
Editor:

Will you please define clearly, in
the Marxian concept, the terms

~ class and sectarian and oblige?

Thankfully yours,
A, W.
Brooklyn, N, Y.
Answer: We gladly comply with
A. W.'s request.
WClasses, in the Marxist terminol-
define formations which arise
develop in society as a result of
long historical process. Sources of

income alone are not decisive here.

] ive is the role each class playe
, broduction, the ftrue source of its
C “If a social grouping plays

.no independent rcle in production,

it cannot be considered as a true

«class.

For example, the Church and its
institutions long represented a dom-
inant class in feudal times when it
played an independent role in an
agrictulural economy as the largest
landowner. Today, the Catholic
Church is merely an appendage of
the capitalist ruling. class, except in
countries like Spain, where as a
vestige of feudal times, it still plays
a role in economy. Qutside of such
isolated instances, the Church is no
longer any independent class force,

Such social formations as the
modern petty bourgeoisie do not
constitute a class in the strict sense.
But because of their large num-
bers and the important role they
play as auxiliaries of one class camp
or the other, they are commonly re-
ferred to as a “class.” This usage
is permissible provided its limita-
tions are clearly understood.

The term “sectarian” is not a
socio-cconomic category like the
previously defined term (“class™). It
certain form of
thinking. Lenin correctly classified
sectarianism among the mental
diseases. It sometimes takes root in
the working class under the condi-
tions of capitalist rule. It is directly
and
purishes most luxuriantly in indi-
ualistic circles of which the ar-
ic Bohemias are a horrible ex-
le.

"In brief, a sectarian is a mechani-
al thinker, in flight from reality,
o lives ‘under the illusion that
is settled in his or her own
nd is necessarily settled once and
for all, for the whole world. In

+1of workers.

ure open to the opinions of the
o roaders of “The Militant.” Lel-
ters are welcome on any subject
of interest to the workers, Kecp
them short and dinclude your
name and address. Indicate if
you want your name printed.

Keep On!

O man bowed down with labor,
O woman young yet old,

O heart oppressed in the toiler’'s
breast

And crushed by the power of
gold—

Keep on with your weary battle
agairst triumphant might;
No question is ever settled .until
it is settled right.
Ella Wheeler Wilcox

Plugs “Secret Life
Of Walter Mitty”

Editor:

I recommend “The Seecret Life
of Walter Mitty"”" for a pleasant eve-
ning at the movies — and not be-
cause I'm a Danny Kaye fan and

start lsulghuw as soon as hls name
flashes on the screen. The main
story, a rehash of the old Harold
Lloyd routine of hanging to' sky-
scraper window ledges and so on,
left me cold. But I got a lot of
laughs out of the batnlc dream se-
quences,

Kaye is supposed to be a proof-
reader in a thriller-diller chiller-
mystery - murder - horror magazine
publishing oulfit. He suffers from

working class politics, thts school of
thought is distinguished by its con-
sistent refusal to go, at a given
time, through necessary experiences
with the mass of the workers, or an
important section of the working
class.

They can teach nothing important
but they are able on occasion Lo
miseducate a considerable number
Among the scetarian
groups, Marxists list the Anarchists,
Anarcho-syndicalists, Socialist Labor
Party and the like.

Finds the Paver
More Readable Now

Editor:

Enclosed is a $5 contribution to
The Militant. I had hoped it would
it would be bigger, but with $l-a-
pound butter and $l-a-dozen eggs

. Well, you know the story all
too well.

At that, for a white collar worker
I'm doing better than a lot of work-
ers T know and read about. So for
as long as I can and as often as T
can, I shall keep these contributions
rolling in to you.

May I comment on the new type-
face in The Militant? Much more
readable and easier on the eyes.
More important, I believe I detect
an easier readability in another way
—in the phraseology. If I were
asked to criticize the format and
contents of the paper, I would say
the tendency for too heavy and
sometimes stereotyped words is the
only thing.

One of the many attractions of
Kovalesky's articles on the steel

which makes the
irony and bitterness all the stronger
—and his message clearer and more
easily understood.

I know this is a long-winded way

to say "‘Enclosed find five bucks

which you richly deserve,” but 1
thought I'd mention it.

I E. H.

Bronx, N, Y

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

AKRON — Socialist Youth Club,
8 South Howard St., 2nd floor.
Howard St., 2nd floor.

CHICAGO — 777 W. Adams, 2nd
floor.

NEW YORK—116 University PL,
Tele. GR. 5-8149 for information.

Class in Marxism, Wednesdays,
8 p. m. Fridays Open Forums, 8
p. m. Sundays Hikes, Beach Par-
ties.

For information apout Queens
Youth Group, write M. Kevin, 116
University Pl., N. Y. 3.
PHILADELPHIA For informa-
|tion ecall ST. 4-5820, from noon to

day dreams. He slips out of the
gray humdrum by imagining him-
self a world - famous surgeon, a
world-famous war pilot, a Missis-
sippi gambler, a heroic skipper in
a typhoon, a Billy-the-Kid two-gun
killer, etc.

Day- du,ammg is unhealthy. In-
stead of trying to change this sad,
brutal, hungry and bloody world,
millions of people find it more
pleasant to escape by simply shut-
ting out the truth and losing them-
selves in day dreams the way Danny
Kaye does in this picture.

A movie that ribs this tendency

is all to the good — —especially
when it's as humorous as this one.
i N.

New York

Apprecipates Article
By Albert Parker

Editor:

T would like to say that all my
friends were greatly impressed with
the article “That’s Where My Money
Goes,” a few weeks ago; I mean
the one by Albert Parker.

We all agree it’s the best thing
of its kind we ever saw,

Belle Montague
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Reader:

more than that.
we need YOUR help.

material,
for what ‘you can do.

hood,

FOR the workers.

many such letters as possible.

for our editors.

Militant.

paper.

An O

The Militant, we believe, is the best work-
ers’ paper in this country. But we are by no
means satisfied. or smug about it.
there is room for improvement.
we  address this Open Letter to YOU.

A revolutionary workers’ paper should re-
port labor news, analyze and interpret na-
tional and. international events.
It should also reflect in its
columns the life of workers. Their struggles.
Their ambitions. Their aspirations.

If we had sufficient funds, we would send
several trained writers into the field for such
That, however, is not a substitute

You can write about the many little things
which happen in the shop, in your neighbor-
in the nurseries o® children’s schools.
These items may seem small by themselves,
but the cumulative effect will be to make The
Militant a paper OF the workers as well as

Perhaps you have criticisms or suggestions
to make. Maybe there is some article or fea-
ture in The Militant you specially like. Write
a letter to our Workers Forum. We want as

are important to us because they act as a gulde

When something occurs on your job, such
as a speed-up, an accident caused by faulty
machinery, or something wrong with sanita-
tion, etc.—write it down and send it to The

When layoffs are ordered, when an im-
portant discussion takes place at your union
meeting, when you hold a demonstration or
send a delegation to City Hall, give publicity
to_the event by using the columns of this

tell us what kind of cooking substitutes you
“have to resort to in order to make ends meet
and at the same time provide nourishing food
for the family. Tell us how much more labor
How much time you have left for
recreation after your daily chores of shopping,
cooking, cleaning, washing, mending.

Contrast what your pay envelope does for
the family now with what it did when prices
were lower, even thoueh your husband’s wages
may have risen somewhat.
have a child you want to send through high
school or even college, but cannot afford it
because of the high cost of living. Why not
tell us about it?

What are the problems in your neighbor-
hood? Are there struggles against evictions,
high rents and poor housing? Do you meet
with racial or religious discrimination? And
what are you doing about them? The Militant
would like to know about these things, and so
would the other readers of The Militant. An
exchange of information of this kind will help

We know

That is why this takes.

It must do

For this

pen Letter
"To Our Readers

us all in the fight for a better world.

Your opinions

stories.

us financially.

it carefully.

You don’t have to be a skilled writer to do
this. Just put what you have to say down on
paper as though you were talking to a friend.
If your story needs editing, it will be done by
The Militant staff.

The important thing is to send us your
Don’t be inhibited by the fact that
they are for publication. Just write them as
though you were telling them to your family.

The Militant is your paper. Help keep it
so. Help us by writing for The Militant. Help

Next week you will receive a letter in the
mails from our Business Manager, who will
tell you how The Militant is produced. Read
Act on it.
fail to send us your stories, your comments,

But above all,

your criticisms and suggestions,

If you are a house-wife trying to balance
your budget against the soaring food prices,

Editorial Staff,
The Militant

!Rules Violations Continue

f PITTSBURGH, Sept. 13_The eight-day strike against ordered by the company yardmas-
U.S. Steel’s Union Railroad Company ended last night with |

nounced as “unauthorized” by
the national leaders of the unions
and the National Railway Media-
tion Board, had been completely ef-
fective. Heavy picket lines had
been respzscted both by other rail-
road workers and CIO steel mill
workers. i

Eesides the 10 cent raise, the sef-
tlement provided for the payment
of any additional increase won in
the coming national wage negotia-
tions, and for an improved vacation
plan. Representatives of the five
operating railroad brotherhoods are
scheduled to meet Sept. 18 to for-
mulate wage demands for all oper-
ating employes.
STRIKERS' DEMANDS

The strikers had demanded a 50
cents an hour increase and adjust-
ment, of hundreds of contract and
work rules violations by the URR.
The announced settlement, however,
pledged both sides to withdraw de-
mands fer rules changes for another
year,

6 p.m,

A spokesman for the strikers’ pol-

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Readers at these Local Activities of

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON—2nd floor, 8 S. Howard
St. Open Mon. through Fridey,
3 to 5 pm.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m,

BOSTON—-30 Stuart St. Open Sat-
urdays 1 pm. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO — Militant ‘Forum, 629
Main St., 2nd floor. Phone MAdi-
son 3960. Open every afternoon
except Sunday.

CHICAGO—T1T W. Adams (corner
Halsted). Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m,
daily, except Sunday. Phone
Dearborn 4767, Library, book-
store.

CLEVELAND — Militant Forum
every Sunday, 8:30 p.n, at Peck’s
Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.. (off Wade
Park Ave.).

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave,,
phone TY. 7-6257, Open Monday
through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m.
Current events forum and open
"_‘house Saturday from & p.m.

FLII\"I’—215 E, Ninth St., Flint 3,

Mich. Open Monday through
friday, 5 to 9 pm.
LOS ANGELES—Militant publish-

“ing Assn., 316% W. Pico Blvd.
Open daily, 12 noon to 3 p.m.
Phone Richmond 4644.

SAN PEDRO — Militant publishing
Assn —1008 S. Pacific, Room 214.

LYNN, Mass. — 44 Central Square,

MILWAUKEE—Militant Bookshop,
608 S. 5 St. Open 12 to 4:30 pm.;
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Mondays thru
Fridays.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St.,
open 10 a.m. to 6 pm. daily ex-
cept Sunday, Phone Main 7781
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 pm

NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open every
Mondg,\". 8 to 10:30 p.m.

NEWARK — 423 Springfield Ave.
Phone Blgelow 3-2574. Library and
reading room open week nights,
7-10 p.m.

Friday night forum, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ., 116 Uni-
versity Place, GR. 5-8149.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room
23. MO, 2-1866.

Every Thursday
sion, 8 p.m.

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave,, 1st
floor, phone TT 2-0101.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St,
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St., phone
CH 2-9434. :

CAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wadnes-
dav, Odd Fellows Temple, 410-11th
&t. Por information write to P.O,
Box 1351,

PHILADELPHIA — 1302-05 W. Gi-

Open Discus-

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd
floor.
Open Forum 2nd and 4th Mon-
nays 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Marxist Study Class every
Thursday T-9 p.m. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 F
St., R. 213, Open Tuesday, Thurs-
.day & Saturday, 1 to 5 pam.;
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 7
to 9 p.m,

SAN FRANCISCO —1739 Fillmore
St., 4th floor, San Francisco 15.
Open noon to 4:30 p.m. except
Sunday.

SEATTLE—19191 Second Ave, Open
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. Mon.
through Fri, 12 to 5 p.m. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 Library, boolc-
store,

Wednesdays, 8 p.n. Basic Train-
ing Class.

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Blvd,,
Room 312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30—
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St. Paul
2, Phone Garfield 1137. Open
daily 2:30-9:30 pm.

TACOMA, Wash. — Meetings every
Wednesday, 8 p.m., at Odd Fellows
Hall, 6th and Fawcett., Discus-
sions on current topies. For infor-
mation, write P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clair St
{loor. Open daily.

YOUMNGSTOWN — 35% South Ave.,
Youngstown 3, O. Open 12-5 p.m.,
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workers is his simple and straight- | & 15 cents hourly increase and other concessions for the 1,800
forward “steel workers” language‘, striking members of the Brotherhood of Lecomotive Engineers
impact of his| and the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen.

The strike, which was de-*+

icy committee told The Militant that
their wage demand was necessary
to bring workers’ earnings on this
“captive” railroad into line with
those of railroad workers on the
main lines. URR employees, he ex-
plained, are limited in what they
can earn to a strict eight-hour day
wage, while maijp line trainmen and
engineers have the possibility of in-
creasing their earnings by terminal
overtime provisions and mileage
rates.

The company has consIsLent,ly re-
fused to discuss grievances over con-
tract and work rules vioclations.
Union pickets told the Militant’s re-
porter that the strike had been
forced above all by the manage-
ment's provocative ignoring of the
most elementary safcty precauticns
and the breach of contract provi-
sions caused by the URR's speed-up.

To show why the strikers were so
indignant, one pickef gave us some
examples of the dangerous results
of the speed-up.

SOME EXAMFPLES

Government traffic regulations
limit railroad traffic on an over-
pass in East Pittsburgh to 10 miles
an hour for safety reasons. Engi-
neers hauling loads of a weight

ter find it necessary fo bring their
engines up to 60 miles an hour to
cross this bridge. Yet, as custom
has shown, the official investigators
will take the company’s word as
final in placing responsihility on the
engine crew in case this rules viola-
tion should result in an accident.

Under the whip of the yardmas-
ter, who is always bring driven hy
the higher-ups for ‘“more produc-
tion,” safety signals are continually
ignored. Engines are moved through
lines where stop lights warn that
crews are working, To save timeo,
hot ecinders and molten metals are
ladled into waiting cars while
ground crews are working directly
below.

The speed-up takes other forms.
Men assigned to one class of job are
shunted into entirely different work
to fill in their eight hours when the
assigned work has been completed
early, thus making it possible and
profitable for the company.to under-
staff crews.

Heading the company committee
that arrcgantly refused to even dis-
cuss work-rules violations, was the
notorious Frank Oakie. A colonel
during the war, he is widely known
as the man who broke the 1925
strike of the Tennessee Iron and
Coal Company workers. His repu-
tation among railroaders is that of
a scab-herding bully and brow-
beater. d

Take 11 Children from

Disabled Vet,

By Winifred Nelson

MINNEAFOLIS, Sept. 13—
Eleven children of a disabled
World War I veteran and his
wife were taken from their
parents by police and welfare
workers here last week and put
in General Hospital, awaiting
placement in boarding homes. Ac-

cording to a story in the local press,

these wzre the events leading up to
this action:

Fugene Trafton, 56, badly crippled
with arthritis, and his wife, Flor-
ence, 43, an expectant mother, went
out last Sathrday night to see a
movie, leaving their 15-year-old
daughter in charge of the younger
children. After the movie, thev had
two glasses of beer, and then took
the street-car home. Police picked
them up and took them off to jail

The couple was released the next
day, and ordered to appear in ju-
venile court at a later date, when
welfare workers will attempt to have
the children cared for by the state
in boarding homes.

In a story which appeared in the
Minneapolis Morning Tribune, the
home was described as dirty and di-
lapidated. The mother was reported

. to have said that, if she could afford

Wife
eleven children and two adults, are
forced to live on the miserable al-
lowance of $85.50 every fwo weeks,
given the veteran husband as dis-
ability pay!

Police charge thaf there was no
food in the house. Mrrs. Trafton
denied that she had neglected to
feed her children, and claimed thac

they were in good health. “I don't
want to lpse my c¢hildren,” the news-
paper quotes her as saying, I wish

they'd give me another chance.,”

Welfare workers and police ae-
cused these ﬁa.rents of not pro-
viding enough food or clothing or
healthy surroundings for their chil-
dren to grow up in. But the crimi-
nals here are not the parents, denied
the possibility of earning a living.
The crime lies with the capitalist
system, that allows the men who
fight the country’s battles to live in
roverty while those who profit from
the wars live in luxury.

l lasn HIM TO I
SUBSCﬁ’/ﬁf

$16,000
Militant Fund

(Tentative Quotas)

City Quota
AKION ..vvivvcnnnnnnnnnnns $ 300
Allentown-Bethlehem ¥b]
Boston ......... R e P 275
Buffalo .......00000vee... 600
Chicago uisiiaeeesmiveiin 1,500
Cleveland ........covenunven 250
Connecticut ......coonvues 200
Detrolb ....veese SRR 600
PHOE i sssnmesssaesns 200
Los Angeles ... .ocvennnen 1,500
LUNIT ciiiiiinrnancnasnsans 125
Massillon-Canfon ........ 50
MilWwaukee .....oceeenrnen 200
Newark .icocsssnssonnsens 500
New York City ........... 4,500
Oakland ....cvvviiiannnes 2,550
Philadelphia .........c... 300
Pittsburgh ...covvevovvenes 150
Reading .vvvevsvrsssessas 150
Rochester . ...ivvaivisais 25
St. Louls ..oviriviinnnnnns 50
San DIBREO = vewvsansisineiss 100
San Francisco ............ 1,500
SEALELE i won vrmses e 300
TOCOINR s wesssdvisiiionis 25
Toledo ... vvniiineninean 20n
Twin Cities ....covvens oo 1,000
West Virginia ............ 25
N OUREOME ou s s wn s 600
General

(members-at-large, etc. 450

Or perhaps you

don’t

Southside Branch finished in first
place in the Los Angeles Local's
campaign for Militant subs. Ef
Smith, Literature Agent for South-
side, mailed in 15 subscriptions and
explains: “Thess subs were gotten
in last Sunday’s mobilization, which
concluded the current sub drive.
The total subs obtained by South-
side Branch is 112, the highest in
the local...Comrade Judy, a rubber
worker, sold one subscription to a
Negro pastor and three more to
three members of the congregation
who had grouped together to fix the
Reverend's car. This provided our
comrade with the opportunity of
selling four subs at once.”

Today we received another letter
from Ed Smith. He says: “I keep
finding subs in myv pockets from last
month's sub drive. Here are four
more. This raises the Southside
Branch’s total to 116 subscriptions.”

» [ #

Al Lynn reports that the Los An-
geles comrades sold 50 copies of The
Militant at the Labor Day Parade.
In addition, they sold 73 copies of
“Fight the Slave Labor Law!” and
64 copies of “Build A Labor Party
Now.”

* % ES

Six Philadelphia comrades, ac-
cording to a report from Literature
Agent George LeCompte, netted 12
Militant subs in Sunday work. *“I
had hoped,” he says, “to have some-
thing exciting to tell you about the
sub-getting, but nothing of inter-
est happened. The comrades just
went out and got subs. Maybe I'm
being pessimistic, but this is prob-
ably the biggest batch of subs you'll
get from us for some time. Right
now it looks like we're going to be
hellishly busy raising funds for the
defense of our comrades who have
been charged with contempt. At
any rate we ought to make sore
contacts, and they will help to swell
The Militant sub list.”

® % %

The Buffalo Branch comrades ob-
tained 5 more subscriptions during
the week.

&® #_® L

The San Diego comrades also sent
in 5 subs during the week, with a
promise from Al Turner, Literature
Agent, that they “will be sending
more later.”

; & * *

E. Alexander, new Literature
Agent for the Akron Branch reports
that “the comrades are starting to
push the sale of Militants and F.I.’s
among their contacts in the rubber
plants.”

& *® *

B. Allen of Detroit informs us
that Comrade Eleanor obtained
“the enclosed 3 subs from werkers
at one of the rubber plants.”

w ® *

The Buffalo Branch requestcd
250 additional copies of The Mili-
tant to be distributed at a meeting
of The United Automobile Workers
Union,

# L ®

M. Jones of Youngstown Branch
sent in $3 they “got from a contact
for The Militant. He likes the
ideas and program of The Militant.”

»® L £

Total subs for August took an-
other drop. August was still a va-
cation month and one of the hot-
test months on record which, we
believe, is accountable for the fur-

West Coast Camp
Holds 9-Day
Vacation School

WEST COAST VACATION
SCHOOL, CHINO, Calif. —. The
third annual encampment of the
West Coast Vacation School for
Workers opened here Sept. 6, with
80 persons present, including Mili-
tant readers and iriends from Los
Angeles, San Pexdro, San Diego and
San Francisco. A carload was ex-
pected to arrive shortly from Van-
couver and Seattle for the nine-day
vacation.

The attractive and convenient
facilities of the Workmen’s Circle
Camp utilized by the West Coast
Vacation School have been improved
since last year, campers find. An
excellent tennis court, sun decks
near the modern swimming pool,
and improved parking facilities
have been added.

Enthusiasm for both the recrea-
tional and educational aspects of
the school ran so high the first
week-end that welcoming speeches
Saturday night were interrupted by
applause, songs and snake dances,
and the first class Sunday morning
was attended by more than 50 per-
sons.

Classes on Marxism in the United
States, Historical Materialism, and
Capital are held in the morning,
with the latter two running con-
currently. Afternoons are free for
sports, reading and loafing, A one-
hour discussion on popular and cul-
tural subjects is scheduled for the
hour after dinner. Entertainment
such as films, dances, games, or
camp-fires follows.

A record crowd is expected for

ther decline in subscriptions. Va-

PHILADELPHIA
Firm Showing of
“NATIVE LAND"”
with Paul Robeson
and large cast
Saturday, October 11,
8:30 p. m.

New Century Club
Auditorium
124 South 12th St.

Subscription: 75 conts

Stalled Car a Blessing
To Los Angeles Subgetter

cations are over, cool weather 1s
here. Check the total subs your
branch sent in and let's do better
for September.
The subs received during
August are listed by branch.

Los Angeles Local 106
Philadelphia 25
Detroit 24
St. Paul 22
Milwaukee 19
San Francisco 18
Boston 16
New York Local 16
San Diego 15
Chicago Local 12
Connecticut State 11
Minneapolis 9
Buffalo ‘s
Cleveland 7
Flint T
Reading 6
Akron 5
Newark 5
St. Louis 5
Scattle 5
Youngstown 4
Calumet 2
Lynn 2
Qakland 1
Pittsburgh 1
Toledo 1
Allentown 0
Rochester 0
General 25
Tolial 3t

Consumers Plan
Fight on HCL

TOLEDCQ, Sept. 15 —, Resentment
against the skyrocketing cost of liv-
ing is spreading to ever wider cir-
cles here, The CIO Wholesale and
Retail Union Joint. Council voted
at its last meeting to picket stores
that are charging exorbitant prices.
Housewives, Inc., a middle class or-
ganization, is conducting a tele-
phone campaign urging that certain
food items be boycotted. It is be-
coming a commoen -sight to see
groups of peop:e ciusiered around
meat counters in the stores dis-
cussing the price situation.
one is demanding that “something”
be done.

Because the futility of , buyers

the proposals made so far. There
appears to be a desire to have the
unions open grocery commissaries
as the Ford and Briggs locals in
Detroit are doing,
include widespread organization of
union, farmer and consumer organi-
zations to fight against high prices,

In union circles a movement is
expected to get under way to re-
open wage agreements with the cor-
porations in order to get a cost~
of-living increase.
increase of around 15 cents an hour,
obtained by many of 1lhe CIO
unions, .has been eaten up in the
recent rise in prices.

Further developments promise to

other wage increase and efforts to

publicize fhe
monopoly trusts that are plunder=
ing the country.

FLINT
SWP Candidate for
Mayor of Detroit

Howard Lerner

will speak on
“MICHIGAN—HOME OF THE
AUTO WORKERS AND
AUTO BARONS"
Sunday, Sept. 28, 7 p. m.
215 East Ninth Street

SWP Candidate

BROOKLYN — BEDFORD STUYVESANT

ﬂarva rc{ moon ;ba.n.ce

Robert Williams —

Special Entertainment — Refreshments

Saturday Night, Sept. 27
635 Fulton Street

Auspices: Bedford Stuyvesant and Downtown Brooklyn Branches

Guest of Honor
for State Senate

7:30 p. m.—THE

9:00 p.

human some’ry . . . Dialectical

Open discussion to

New York Marxist Labor School

Beginning Monday evening, Oct. 6,

and each Monday in October

IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT THEN AND

NOW: A Marxist review of the class struggles in the mid-

nineteenth century culminating in the American Civil War, . . .
Instructor: William F. Warde

m.—MODERN SCIENCE AND MARXISM: The chises

in modern science. Biological evolution and the trends in modern:

of the sciences, its vast scope and limitations .
Instructor: B. Lens.

116 University Place

eries, 30 cents per session.

Materialism, the young science

follow each lecture

unemployed workers

Toledo Labor and

Every-

strikes and picket lines to bring
prices down has already been shown, .
there is mo great enthusiasm for

Other proposals

Last spring’s -

include both attempts to get an-

organize actions by consumers to °
profiteering of the

Room 11. Discussion every Tues-| rard Ave., 2nd floor, Open daily. ; $1.00 for

day 7:30 p.m.; open Saturdays| Friday forum, 8 p.m. Phone Stev-| Monday through Saturday. Phone | help, she would be able to keep the k R e the final week-end of the camp, Free admidsion to
1-5 p.m. enson 5820. 3-1355. home clean, - But the- Traftons, Sept. 14 and 15. '
: ¥ i .
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Dlary of a Steel Worker

We Cannot Flee To Freedo

By Theodore Kovalesky

Beneath his feet the deck moved slowed and rhy-
‘thmically. His chin and throat felt as though soft
fingers were caressing them as the breeze stirred his
beard.

The old man's eyes were very
bright as he watched the dawn
just slightly tinging the sky with
light. The day was coming. The
riew day was coming!

How could a spirit live so
long? Sometimes he had won-
dered. How could a human being
see so much, feel so deeply, suf-
fer so terribly and still look forward to a new day?
How was it he had not died, this old Jew, as so many
younger men and women had died?

The old man leaned on the rail, watching the
water amd the faint light in the eky. Perhaps it is
wrong. to call him old; for in him was something
young and vigorous, something that would not die, a
spark perhaps lighted centuries ago in days of op-
pression and liviig on and on, passing through the
badies of his ancestors, living still in the body of this
old Jew in these days of oppression.

Today would be a new day. In his aged body the
deathless youthful vigor stirred. The clusters of
bodies, the living waiting for god knows what and
the dead waiting for the incinerators, were forgotten..
‘Belsen sank into the shadows of the past. The voice
of ihe S8 sergeant outside his tenement door for ithe
first time was stifled and ceased to echo in his. brain.,
His young blood pulsed through his veins, and the
o]l man looked eagerly through the horizon for a
vision of the promised land.

Still . . . is anything really deathless? The flame
burned in him. His wife, his children were dead. He
alone was left and now felt eagerness. But would
another blow let him live on? So much had he suf-
fered in the past, could he survive cnother crucifix-
jon? But no! This was a new day! There would be
hardship., yes, but this struggle would yield golden
fruifs! The old man's eyes glowed as he watched
the dawn from the deck of the “Exodus 1947.”

= ® L3

The wall is high and gray, built of age-old stone.

The windows are slitted narrowly inte the cell walls,
latticed with bars of steel. Outside the guards pace
endlessly, and there is the inner clank of jthe metal;;
doors. o

Always there are the guards. ‘L‘ha ;:aces change
Through the ages the uniform changes' ‘ew inven-.
tions are discovered: the noose; rep[s,ce ‘flae “heads-

man, the electric chair the noose, the' thass gas cha.m-"'h

ber, for practical the . Ind,itridua.l electrlc
chair.

Where is this prison, where palhd ‘rkces stare hurl-
grily at the open sky, where the floors of the death
cell: grown worn and smooth with the passage of
millions of feet as the concemmned enter for a little
while and then leave . . . forever? Is it Sing Sing in
America, the Peter and Paul Fortress in old Russia,
the dungeons of ancient Rome where the Gracchi
brothers lay waiting for their executioner?

Are the guards German Nagzis, Italian Fascisti,
Stalinist NKVD men, or are they the police of
America?

The prison is all of those places and many more.
The guards are all of those and the rest as well. '

For the whole world is a prison and a death house
that reeks with the stink of the incinerator pyres and
ecnoes with the voice of misery. For centuries the
walls have been built, stone by stone, for centuries re-
inforced and enlarged to encompass the sufferings of
slavery, then feudalism, and finally capitalism. Now
they are complete, and there is no escape but one.

The Jews cannot escape this prison, nor the
Negroes, nor the Indonesians with the rest of
their tormented colonial brothers. And you and I
cannot escape it either, so long as it remains standing.

There is but one way to freedom. And that way
is to demolish the prison that tyranny has built, tear
down the whole monstrous structure of present day
society . . . and replace it with the clean walled, airy
cities of the Socialist Tomorrow.

We must remember this: no matter what our des-
peration nor what our misery, we cannot flee to free-
dom and peace. To arrive at the goal of liberty we
do unot flee, but march triumphantly and powerfully,
an army of all races and nationalities, with the bat-
tle-song of labor on tour lips.

reasomns,

Tbe Negro Struggle

Along The- Freedom Tram Route

The Frcedom Train is described as a “traveling
shrine” carrying over 100 *“priceless” exhibits and
documents of the American “way of life.” It is sched-
uled to visit 300 cities on a 3,000
mile tour, beginning in Philadel-
phia on Sept. 17, and will form
the center of A great “patriotic”
cbservances and ceremonies at
each of these cities.

The Negro people, who have
| always been in the vanguard of
- the fight for freedom, have more than a passing in-
terest in some of the documents that will be hailed
so ioudly along the Freedom Train route. After all,
they and their forefathers shed their blood generously
- to win some of the democratic rights recognized in
these documents—the right to citizenship, the right
to vote, the right of free speech, ete.

- Nevertheless, I suspect that the Negro people, by
and large, will show more interest than enthusiasm
in these Freedom Train ceremonies and demonstra-
tiors:; and that they will be more inclined to. raise
cerfain sober questions than to go all-out in applause.
. Some of these questions have already been elo-
queatly asked by Langston Hughes, noted poet, in_ a
moving work, “Checkin' on the Freedom Train,” which
is adapted from a Negro spiritual:

Who's the engineer on the Freedom Train? -
Can a coal black man drive the Freedom Train?
Or am I still a porter on the Freedom Train?
Is there ballot boxes on the Freedom Train?

Do colored folks vote on the Freedom Train?

By Albert Parker

When it stops in Mississippi will it be made plain
Everybody's got a right to board the Freedom
Train? . ..

The Birmingham station’'s marked COLORED and
WHITE.

The white folks go left, the colored right—

They even got a segregated lane.

Is that the way to get aboard the Freedom Train? .

If my children ask me, Daddy, please explain

Why there’s Jim Crow stations for the Freedom Train,
Whet 'shall I tell my children? , . . You tell me—
'Cause freedom ain’t freedom when a man ain’t free...

When that train goes stcamln through South Caro-
line,

Will' them Greenville Iynchers pay it any mind?

Or will that twelve-man jury what let 'em loose,

Turn: their heads and spit tobacco juice? . ..

When my old mother in Atlanta, 83 and black,

Gets in line to see the Freedom,

Will some white man yell, Get back!

A Negro's’got no business on the Freedom Track!. . .

_ Langston Hughes' questions relate for the most
part to the South, but similar questions can and will
be asked about the rest of the Freedom Train's route,
For nowhere in the country do the Negro people en-
joy genuine equality in the economic, social and poli-
tical spheres. And everywhere in the country Negroes
must still fight on for some of the freedoms and
rignis which capitalist politiclans are going to praisc
in words while they violate and deny them in action

Most people are convinced that all microbes are
bad. But the new branch of medical science—the
study of antibiotics shows how untrue this is. For
the story of antibiotics dem-
onstrates how science can put
good microbes to work Killing
bad microbes.

Most outstanding of the anti-
biotic substances 1is penicillin,
but it is only one of many such
—streptomycin, bacitracin, toma-
tin, etc. In fact, the wond anti-
biotic simply means the product
of any natural organism, which
; can be used to fight another or-
gaidsm. The fa,sc,inatmg story of Dr. Alexander
Fleming’s discovery of penicillin in St. Mary’s Hos-
pital, London in 1929 gives a still clearer picture of
what an antibiotic is and what it does.

~ By chence, a culture plate on which Dr. Fleming
was growing bacteria became infected with a mold
very similar to the one which grows on Roguefort
cheese. Dr. Fleming observed that around each mold
“colony™ was a clear circle in which bacteria seemed
unable to live. The reddish-yellow fluid produced by
the mold contained something which stopped the
bacteria from growing. That something was peni-

Good vs. Bad Microbes

By Grace Carlson

cillin—a name Dr. Fleming took from Penicillium
Notatum, the mold which had produced it.

Known now as a veritable “miracle drug,” penicil-
lin has waged successful warfare against scores of
discase-causing bacteria. Penicillin has the unique
characteristic that, although it is powerful enough to
overcome a wide range of virulent microbes, it never
makes the patient ill. In fact, thousands of people
have had large doses of peniclllin without missing
a day at work.

In this respect, penicillin differs from the sulfa
drugs, almost all of which are more toxic than peni-
cillin. It also differs in the same respect from an-
otheir antibiotic, streptomycin. Useful against an-
other set of bacteria which penicillin does not touch,
streptomycin is so toxic that it can scarcely be used
except with patients in hospitals. In quantities large
enough to be helpful, streptomycin may preduce diz-
ziness, ringing in the ears and olher distress. Valu-
able as it is, streptomycin is not the general purpose
“miracle drug” that penicillin is.

And so, all over the world medical men are search-
ing for more—and better antibiotics. Mankind needs
all the help it can get in its war against bacteria. yI
like to think that we, who stand for scientific social®
ism—for a world freed from poverty and war—are
helping this “good fight.”

Notes from the News

" LIBERAL DOUBLE TALK—After Henry Wallace's
Sept. 12 Madison Square Garden speech, the N. Y.
Daily News headline read: WALLACE RALLY ASKS
THIRD PARTY, while the N. Y.

Post headline read: NO 3RD
PARTY WALLACE TELLS
RALLY

AUTO TRAGEDY—John Dos
Passos, famous novelist and de-
fender of civil liberties, was
7 severely injured, losing an eye,
ih an auto accident in Wareham, Mass. His wife,
.. Katherine was killed. Dos Passos was a vice-chair-

- .man of the Civil Rights Defense Committee.

A = .

, SQUEEZED OUT—1,400,000 student veterans, 356%
of trie total, have had to quit schools and colleges be-
_.eause of financial and housing problems, a recent

* Veterans Administration survey reveals.

Ld * *

WITCH HUNT SPEEDED—Attorney General Tom
Clark, a sponsor of the so-called Freedom Train, has
almost completed his secret list of “subversive” or-
ganizations. Membership in any of these will mean
dizm.ssal for federal employes.

* * *

SAFELY BROKEN LAWS — Major violations of
the child labor, minimum wage and overtime laws
were found in over half of the companies inspected
by the Depsrtment of Labor last year.

GARY SCHOOL STRIKE OVER—AIl save a hand-
ful of the Emerson School pupils have returned to
their classes after an unsuccessful attempt to force
Negro children to leave the school. The CIO Steel-
workers Union bitterly fought the Jim Crow strike.

#* * "

SPEED-UP REJECTED — UAW Local 5 almost
unapnimously rejected an incentive pay proposal of the
Studebaker Corporation. Out of 6,000 workers voting,
only two were for the plan. The union denounced
the proposal as just a speed-up scheme.

* L *

WORTHY SUCCESSOR — Labor-hating, anti-Ne-
gro, anti-Semitic, anti-Catholic Representative Ran-
kin is expected to win the Senate seat left empty by
the late, unlamented Bilbo. All the other candidates
prociaim their support of "white supremacy,” but
Rankin is out-Bilboing them.

& %

TOTAL WHITEWASH—The Warren County, N C,,
Grand Jury which had previcusly turned loose six
of the attempted lynchers of Godwin Bush, last week
set the other two free also.

* % %

AMERICAN STANDARD OF LIVING — Mr, and
Mrs. Lawrence, of Aurora, Illinois and their eight
children are being evicted frcm the two-car garage

they call home,

ILI
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Chicago Hickman
Defense Rally

Slated Sept. 28

CHICAGO, Sept. 17—Num-
ercus labor, veteran, commun-
ity and religious organizations
ind leaders are rallying to the
support of Jamess Hickman, stecl
werker charged with murdering his
landlord after a fire in his home
nad burned four of his children to
death.

The demand to free Hickman and
‘eturn him to what remains of his
family will be raised at a big Hick-
man Defense Committee rally to be
held at the Metropolitan Commun-
ity Church, 41st and South Parkway,
on Sept. 28, the day before Hickman
gees on trial for his life.

Among the spcakers will be Wil-
lard Motley, author of Knock On
Any Door and of a moving appeal
for Hickman printed elsewhere on
this page, and Tallulah Bankhead,
stage and screen star—Dboth of whom
have endorsed and joined the De-
fense Committee, along with Harold
Russell, actor in The Best Years of
Our Lives.

Other speakers will include union,
community and religious spokesmen.

Willoughby Abner, first vice presi-
dent of the Chicago CIO Industrial
Union Council and chairman of the
Hickman Defense Committee, an-
nounced that the CIO Council is
putting into full motion its entire
machinery to help win freedom for
James Hickman. °

Resolutions and finances on be-
half of the Hickman Defense Com-
mittee should be sent to 4619 South
Parkway, Chiecago 15, Illinois.

Before Disaster Struck

The abe¢ve piclure shows rames Hickmar.

wis wile ~nnz and

three of their children shortly before a fire broke out in his home
and burned these three children and one other to death. Hickman,
stricken with  grief, shet his landiord, whom he held responsible

for these deaths, and is in jail on a murder charge.

For an analysis

of l_,his case, read the article by Willard Motley elsewhere. on this

' page.

were filed for Trainor; only
2,000 are required. The Election
Board -has already announced the
certification of Trainor’s nomina-
tion. Eightcen candidates have filed
the required number of signatures,
but up to today only six have been
certified. One of these was the no-
torious Stalinist, Otis Archer Hood.
Three members will be elected to
the School Committee out of a pos-
sible field of 15.

Since all municipal elections in
Boston are non-partisan, the So-
cialist Workers Committee has been
rstablished to further the Trainor
campaign.

Lawrence Trainor is a native of
Boston and received his education
in the parochial and public schools
of this city. He is a printer and
well-known member of Boston Typo-

BOSTON, Sept. 17—Lawrence P. Trainor, local organizer
of the Socialist Workers Farty, is being sponsored as the
Socialist Workers Committee candidate for the Boston School
Committee in the coming election.

A ‘total of 4,500 signatures?

graphical Union, No_,'13. He is the
only worker and union member
running for the School Committee.
On being notified of his certifica-
tion, Trainor issued the tollowin_g

statement:
TRAINOR'S STATEMENT

“We entcer this contest with the|
hope of bringing to the advanced |
workers of Boston the truth regard-
ing the school system for which we
are taxed and upon which we de-
pend to cducate our children.

“It is a well known fact among
the general public and authoritative
educators that the -Boston School
System is dominated by ignorant
and self-seeking political parasites.
Mo longer is our city’s school system
studied as a model system by other
envious cities. To the contrary! It
is locked wupon with ridicule and

nicipal elections.
The field was wide open for

a labor candidate since none of
the well-known candidates can
claim labor support. The unions in
the past spent over $250,000 in their
battle to defeat incumbcnt; Mayor
Jeffrics, who is seeking re-election

for his fourth term. Van Antwerp,
his principal opponent for the of-
fice, has taken no position on the
many vital problems facing the
voters of the city.

NO ENDORSEMENTS

The Wayne County CIO Council
at its delegates’ meeting last night
decided not to make any endorse-
ments for mayor in the primaries.

Howard Lerner, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for Mayor, will re-
main in the race as a result of the
non-participation on the part of the
labor movement. When Lerner
filed as candidate for Mayor, he
publicly stated that if labor should
put its own independent man in the

ficld, he would withdraw in his
favor.
The campaign of the Detroit

Branch of the Socialist Workers
Party is adding something new to
this city’s election work. Next Sat-
urday a street meeting will be held
in the heart of the Negro area.

Members of the SWP will be on
hand to speak, sell literature and

Street Rallies Liven
Detroit SWP Drive

DETROIT, Sept. 17—The official labor movemnient in this
city has betrayed the political interests of the workers by de-
ciding not to present a mayoralty candidate in the coming mu-

>-—

HCWARD LERNER

hand out the printed SWP platiorm.

Howard Lerner and Rev. Charles
A. Hill, progressive Negro Council-
manic candidate, will be the prinel-

pal speakers. Success in this ven-
ture will bring the Detroit SWP be-
fore the workers in this manner fre-
gquently during tha remainder of the
campaign.

Trainor Enters Campaign
For Boston School Bedy

scorn. Its textbooks are outdated,
its teachers underpaid, its staff un-
dermanned and terrorized and its
teaching mcthods outimoded.

“The big erving need today in the
world is to raise a generation edu-
cated in the truth. Nationalism
must be uprooted. The horrors of
capitalist exploitation which brerds
wars, povery, unemployment and
human degradation must be de-
stroyed. This can only be accom-
plished if we teach our youth the
truth regarding economics and his-
tory. We shall campaign with the
demand that textbooks that teach
such b2 introduced into the Boston
School System.

DEMANDS IN PROGRAM

Trainor's program also
the following demands:

1. Equal pay for the women teach-
ers in the same classificatlon as
mcn teachers.

2. A sliding scale of wages to meet
the rising cost-of-living.

3. More freedom of expression for
teachers in the clasroom instead of
being reduccd to the status of _poll-
parrot robots.

4. Re-opening of the Child Care
Centers under the supervision of the
School Committee,

5. Continuation of free lunch pro-
gram. -

6. Free medical, optical and dental
care for all students.

7. Immediate closing down of all
obsolete school buildings.

8. A general acceptance of the
“buried” Strayer Report.

includes

leeds Your Help, Says*
After Interview in Jail

By Willard Motley

The picture (in the adjoining columns) is of a man whom

the State charges with murder.

Pictured with him are three

of his children who, with a fourth were burned to death m a
fire. James Hickman did kill a man.

Today I talked with Hick-1j—

man. Today I well understood

how and whyv he could have
killed another man. And if one is
justified in killing another man it
seems to me that Hickman was justi-
fied. If a man may kill another
man when his wife is involved and

Ithey call it the “unwritten law” then

perhaps there is another “unwritten
law.” Perhaps if a landlord allows
conditions that undeniably lead to
the death of four members of a
man's family, if a landlord threat-
ens that he will burn you out of your
home, if the home does burn down
and four of your children are burneg
to death—then perhaps there is this
other “unwritten law.”

Today I talked to Hickman. Today
I felt that perhaps I too, or almost
any other man, would have done the
same thing as he has done, given
the same circumstances,

Look at Mr. Hickman, pictured
above with his wife and three of his
children—a common enough picture.
When you lock at it you can't see
death in the children’s eves, nor
grief in the mother’s nor despera-
tion in the father's. That came

later.
Look at Mr. Hickman and examine
the facts. These are the facts:

HICKMAN'S SEARCH

Like many Negroes, Jim moved
from the South to find more orpor-
tunity for his family—a better home,
better wages, better schools. Jim
found his job in the steel mills. And
then there was the problem of a
home. He found that too. After
many months of searching he found
that.

But was it a better home? In the
black belt of great sprawling indus-
trial Chicago, was it a better home?
It was one attic room on the third
floor of a tenement house. A room
without water, without gas, without
lights. One cramped reom in an
attic into which he, his wife and his
seven children moved. Yes, itswas a
tight squeeze, but Jim wasn't dis-
heartened.

Then, there was another catch —
coming from the lips of Coleman,
the landlord. “Omne hundred bucks

+for the apartment downstairs when

it is vacant. One hundred bucks on
the spot before vou move into the
attic.” Jim paid up. Meanwhile.
for the attic space where they were
stacked like baggage they were
charged six dollars a week.

Five months passed. There was
still no flat for Jim. No, Coleman
did not give him back his hundred
dollars. Coleman told him to move
out. Coleman told all the tenants in
the kuilding to get out. He was go-
ing to convert it into kitchenettes.
He'd make more money that way.

Nowhere to go. No one I the
building had anywhere to go. Cole-
man said he'd get them out. He'd
get them out if it took a fire to do

it. To Jim Hickman he said, “I'll
Lurn you out.”
The fire came. One night last

January the fire started at the door
of the attic room. Willis, the 20
yvear old son, pushed his mother to
the window, lowered her down the
brick wall and dropped her to the
hard pavement below. There were
flames all around him byv now. He
could not get to the others nor to
the' stairwell. He jumped from the
window, seriously injuring himself.
His arm will never be right again.

Charles, nineteeen, awakened in a
daze. He fled down the flaming

The text of this article was re-
leased to the press by the Hick-
man Defense ‘Committce in Chl-
cago.

stairway before he
others were still back there upstairs.
But then it was too late. In the
smoky, fiery room were still the
four youngest children. Awakening,
they crawled under the bed, secure
there, thev felt, from whatever
threatened them.
protectively shielded his brother and

sisters with his own body. - And they

waited. No help came. There was
no way up to them. Just the fiery

steps, swaying now, and ready to
When the fire was
extinguished the charred body of
the fourteen vear old boy was found

fall in flames.

still shielding his brother and 'sis-
ters, aged nine, seven, and three
from the death that came horribly
These are the facts. ;
And further facts: A kerosen
was found sitting outside the
door. No one had ever seen i
fore. A stranger had run thro
the house warning the tenants o
first and second floor that the build
irg was on fire. No one ever-'ﬁ'
him again. '

TORTURED DOUBTS ' g
Had Coleman started the fire as

he threatened? Jim, when he came
home, found the fire Coleman had
promised him. He found the charred
bodies of his four yvoungest: children.
Had Coleman done it? The question
naggrd him as he moved in a daze
around the ruins of what had'béen
a home and a-family. It nagged hirh,
Over davs and weeks it nagged him.
Over months it pursued him. No
no human being could be so cruel
to another human being. To a child!
To four children! .. They ' had
done mnothing . . The quest.ion
pursued him.

He couldn’t talk to his wife. He.
couldn't talk to anybody. He couldn’t
think . . . The question nagged him,
It ltched inside him until he knew
Coleman had killed his children. "At
the coroner’'s inquest Coleman. was
reprimanded for violating the fire
ordinances. But he had been repri-
manded bkefore—and even fined.
Coleman murdered my kids, Jim teld
himself. The law knows it. 3

It was not a question any more.

It was a certainty. And the cer-.

tainty itched and nagged, nagged
and
only one thing; “I'll burn you out *
Coleman had said.

& ® *

So this is a picture of a man ¥
has killed another man. You
seen many pictures of men who, h
killed. You have seen the phom

graphs of the returned soldier. Per-

haps next door lives a boy
killed some other boy during
war. In the war millions of m
killed other millions of men because
they believed they were a threat to

their homes, their wives, their chil-

dren. This threat was thousands of -
miles from home. These were,_
strangers killed, with whom there
had been no personal contact, James
Hickman killed the man who had
threatened his wife and children
with a death more horrible than
the Nazi gas chambers. And carried
it out. This is what I was thinking
of as I sat talking to Hickman today.

Hickman needs help. There are
three children left who need him. A
wife wheo needs him. Will you help
us help him?

New York Candidate Calls for
Expropriation of Food Trusts

NEW YORK, Sept. 16—
Robert Williams, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for

| State Senator in the 23rd Sena-
| torial

District, today demanded
that the government seize the meat,
food and dairy trusts and operate
them under workers control in order
to bring prices down.

“Harlem workers are hardcst. hit
by skyrocleting prices,” Williams
stated. “They are caught between
the jaws of a vise with low incomes

on the one side and rapidly advanc-.

ing living costs on the other. Their
plight can only be relieved through
drastic measures.”
NO SOLUTION

Denouncing Magyor O'Dwyer's call
for “two meatless days a week” as
no sclution to the problem of rising
prices, Williams said: “Like Sena-
tor Taft, Mayor O'Dwyer tells the
neople to eat less, just as though
working class families were forcing
prices up by gorging themselves on
sirloin steaks and pribe-rib roasts.

“Workers are buying less today

than thcy were a year and a half
ago, not because they were over
eating then but because their rea
wages have been cut in half by ris-
ing costs.”

Comm-nting on Governor Dewey":
contention that high food prices are
due to scarcity, the Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate cited official es-
timates placing the supply of all
kinds of goods in the city at normal.
Yet prices are 40% higher, accord-
ing to official figurcs, than they
were in January, 1946, and are ris-
ing at a fantastic rate.

DESPERATE SITUATION

“Price fixing and profiteering has
created a desperate situation for the
workers of the city and espccially
for the underpaid workers of Har-
lem,” Williams declared. “Drastic
action, to reduce prices must bhe
taken by city, state and fedcral ad-
ministrations.

“O'Dwyer acted swiftly and ruth-
lessly in his attempts to break the
tug-boat workers strike of 1945. He
closed the entire city down, mobil-

‘z~d opinion against the tug-boat-
nen and put tremendous pressire
o the union. He acted with the
;ame vigor and decision in his at-
tempts to break the bus-drivers
strike in Qucens last July.

PROTECTS BOSSES

“Like all Democratic and Repub-
lican politicians, O'Dwyer
quickly and decisively only when bh
interests of the bhosses are threat
encd. When the welfare of millions
of workers is involved, the most h
does is to appcint a commi
which brings in innocuous recom
mendations.

“BEven while
moaning the rising cost of Hving
ODwyer is again considering a ten
zent subway fare. Thus, O'Dwyer
is preparing to follow the course of
the profiteers and ‘saddle the poor-
est section of the city’s population
with additional living exp¢nses.”

Williams pledged his supporters
that if he were elected he would tuse
his office to fight for actions to
bring the cost of living down.

realized the *
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