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Plus Automazlic Raises
The 200-man Wage Policy

Rubber Workers, meeting in Cleveland on Feb. 8, voted to

demand a sliding scale cost-of-

basic wage increase of 30 cents®— ——

an hour, from the rubber cor-
porations in forthcoming mnegotia-
tions.

This is the second CIO interna-
tional unien to incorporate in its
wage demands a provision for au-
tomatic pay increases, above the
basic scale, for any rises in the
cost of living after the contract is
signed. The CIO Packinghouse
Workers presented a similar de-
mand to the “Bizg Fowr" packers,

. Armour, Swift, Wilson and Cudahy,
along with a 29-cent an hour basic
wage increase demand.

The Rubber Workers demand for
a 30-cent basic wage raise is similar
to that of the CIO United Auto
Workers. It would include 25 cents
for a general pay increase, plus
five cents for a health and welfare

fund. The present average wage
in the rubber industry is $1.35 an
hour.

There was little debate in the

URW Wage Policy Committee on |

the cost-of-living bonus., The rub-
ber workers have learned their les-
son after seeing two fixed wage
increases in as many years wiped
out by price increases, The sliding
scale cost-of -living bonus was
adopted as the only immediate and

realistic method of protecting real

‘wages from further inflationary at-
tacks.

The Wage Policy Committee, com-
vosed of representatives from the
.local unions, set up a 17-man sub-
committee to map out the strategy
of the wage fight. George Bass,
president of Akron Goodrich Local
3, was elected as chairman of this
committee.

An important decision of the
Wage Policy Committee was to
serve the wage demands on the en-
tire industry. The policy was laid
down to confront the rubber cor-
porations with the solid and uni-
fied power of the entire union of
more than 200,000 members.

Unfortunately, this sound policy
within the Rubber Workers has not
been adopted by the CIO as a
whole. A number of leading CIO
unions have set a pattern of wage
demands between 25 and 30 cents
an hour. But the top CIO leaders
have made no. effort to co-ordinate
these efforts through a unified
strategy.

In fact, it is becorhing ever more
apparent that the CIO leadership,
headed by Philip Muray, is doing
everything possible to prevent an

_ effective unified struggle. '

The smaller CIO unions look to

ubber Workers
Demand Sliding
_Scale Pay Bonus

Policy Committee Asks 30c Hourly Increase

ABOR IN U. S. MlIST PREPAR

OMIC CRISI

for Rising Living Cost
Committee of the CIO United

.| Committee Drafts
Repressive Laws

.

living bonus in addltion to a

i

Deportations Cgmpaign
Will Be Intensitied
The pot bubbled and boiled

at the witch hunt hearings of |
Committee in Washington. A par-
ade cf motley
Generals, Legion officials,
admirals, ex-New Dealers, Social
Democrats — stirred the brew vig-
orously.

Hearings arc on two bills. One,
the M:Donough Bill would make
communists guilty of treason, and
crovides that they “should be dealt
with accordingly,” Treason is pun-
ishable by death under U. S. law.
The other is the Mundt Bill, which
would force members of ‘“subver-
sive” organizations to register with
the Department of Justice as for-
eizn agents. In addition all litera-
tures issuied by "subversive’' organ-
iaztions would have to carry a prom-

Attorney for the CIO for more
than 10 years. General Counsel
Lee Pressman has resigned lo re-
turn to private puactice. Associated
with the Stalinists, he has an-
nounced his intention te work
in the Wallace campaign.

Federated . Pictur inent label advertising its subver-

— _e"el a B_ __lfﬂei siveness.
the Steelworkers and Auto Workers Attorney General Clark, main
to lead the way, Murray, who heads | competitor for the witch hunter’s

prize, told the committee to tighten
up existing legislation against reds.
He announced that his department
was about to launch 68 more depor-
tation arrests, Oh the quedtion of
outlawing the Communist (Stalin-
ist) Party, Clark followed the line
laid down by J. Edgar Hoover, He
said: Not just yet, wait until we
have whipped up the anti-red hys-
teria to a higher pitch.

BIG BRASS MENTALITY

An intéresting glimpse of the men-
tality of the big brass and State Da-
pariment was afforded by the testi-
mony of retired Admiral W. H.
Standley, U. S. ambassador to Rus-
sia in 1942-43. Standley declared,
“The demands of labor for higher
pay since the war have been due to
the influence of its Co'mmumshc
leaders.”

Donald Richberg, one time big
noise in the NRA and New Deal,
proposed legislation that would
cover not only the Communist (Stal-
inist) Party but organizations that
might reflect its position. Louis
| Waldman, former social-democratic
leader, supported the bill to make
all Stalinists *register as foreign
|agﬂnt5 and proposed some legisia-
ction of his own ammed mainly at

the Steelworkers as well as the
CIO, foisted a two-year no-strike
clause on his own union last year.
The contract now reads that if,
after 30 day¥s of negotiations, no
new wage agreement is reached,
wages will remain as in the old
contract, Murray is angling, as he |
did last year, for some slight offer
from the steel /barons on which
to come to terms.

PAVED THE WAY

Walter Reuther, whg heads the
CIO auto workers, has already
paved the way for a retreat on the
UAW demand for a 30-cent raise.
He put over the proposition at the
recent General Motors delegates
conference to cut ten cents from the
hourly wage demand if GM grants
an “accertable” -retirement pension.
At a cost of ten cents an hour, this
would be the most expensive pen-
sion ever paid for by workers.

The policies adopted by the Rub-
ber Workers for a single industry
point the way for the kind of pro-
gram which the CIO as a whole
should adopt. The sliding scale
cost-of-living bonus can be made a
national rallying-cry of the entirsll
CIO- The CIO leaders should pro-
ceed for a militant wage struggle |

by mapping ,out a unified strategy

of action. Henry Wallace's Third Party.

The Thomas-Rankin nearings are

Medical Group Blocks.
Free Blood-

NEW YORK—The powerful Medical Society in New
York has just killed a Red Cross blood bank plan that would
furnish free blood tremsfum,mrls groups contributed 807

to all hospital patients unable
to pay for them. Hospital patients
now will have to pay $15 a pint Lo
the Medical Society-controlled Blood
and Plasma exchange. The reac-

tionaries in control of the doctors’
_organizations and hospitals literally
demand blood money.

The success of the blood bank
system set up by the Red Cross
during the war led New Yark Red
Cross officials to continue collect:
ing blood—this time minus Jiun
Crow distinctions—for civilian use.
Blood bank officials stated they
could supply the blood needs of all
the hospitals.in New York without
a penny’s charge to any patient.
But National Red Cross policy 1s
never to do anything in opposition
to any entranched business interest.
The New York Red Cross was or-
dered to get the approval of the
medical societies.

The local medical bigwigs stren-
uously objected to the free blood
program. The Red Cress whittled
its program down arid propesed that
it be permitted to supply free blood
to one city and one private hospital
in each county of New Ym;k. The
medical societies said- no /to that
also." ' .

The program that the medical so-
cieties dictated was so restricted as
to be meaningless For instance
.meﬂ‘ibars of a'group that had do-
nated blood—trade tnions and other

|
ip:oduf‘mg tangible results. The cli-
mate of opinion had reachad the|
rizht temperaiure for the FBI. to
begin the deportation arrests prom-
ised by Attorney General Clark bz

a nk Plan the deportation drive was the ar-
rest by FBI agents of John William-
son, Labor Secretary of the Stalin-
| ist"Party, for deportation. William-
% of the war-
time blood—would not be entitled to
free transfusions because of mem-
bership in the donating group or or-
ganization. The N. ¥. Red Cross
asked the doctors to permit the co-

that Willlamson illegally entered
this country irom Scotland
age of ten in order to overthrow the

government by force and violence.

House Witch Hunt

the Thomas-Rankin un-Amevican

witnesses—Attornay |
retived |.

fore the committee. The latest in |

al tho |

|

preaching . their

Ku Klux Klan Back

courthouse in Swainsboro, Ga., after
doctrine of hate and bigotry.
Governor H. E. Thompson made no effort to stop the demonstration,
the first in this farm community smce the Klans heyday-in the 1920's.

| Action

Hooded Klansmen gather around a fiery cross before the county

marching through the (own
Despite protests,

Federated Pictures

The Wallace movement is
busy organizing groups in a
majority of the 48 states, the
National Wallace - for - Presidens
Committee announced last week.
State committees have already been
established in 12 states, with organ-
wing committees at work in
others. The announcement claimed
“representation from CIO and AFL
and Railread Brotherhood locals,”
but actually the Stalinists remain
the chief labor spokesmen for the
movenient.

The committée’s organizing activ-
ity covers all of the main industrial
| states—New York, Michigan, C:li-
| fornia, Pennsyvivania, Ohio, New
'Jar‘aey, Massachusetts, Indiana. But
| it alsc includes several states m the
| Bouth.

[ In California the Independent

Proeressive Party, whose leaders
l have endorsed Wallace, reporis the
| collection of 335,000 signatures tc get
'0'1 the ballot, Legally required are
276,000 sigratures, but the IPP is
at 425,000,

| .
| alming

| -
| State commillees are also at wulk |

|in New York and Illinois. Wallace |

American Lakor Party, from whicih
the pro-Truman CIO leaders cf
New York spliv Jast month, and by |
the Progressive Party of

operation of unions and other or-
ganizations. The medical societies
turned thumbs down. Patients now
will have to pay for each drop of
blood they get in transfusion.

Protected by the medical socie- | ¢
ties is the very profitable ‘“non-
profit” organization known as the
Blood and Plasma Exchange. This
Exchang‘e buys blood at $5 per pint
and sells it for $15. The Red Cross
says that processing blood during
the war cost it $4 per pint. The
Exchange claims it costs $7.50 per
pint. Even accepting the Exchange's
figures there is a difference of
$200,000 a year between costs and
selling prices. This undoubtedly has
a lot to do with the medical socie-
ties' hostility to the free blood
bank.

Doctors should realize that the
medical profession is getting a bad
reputation because of the reaction- |
ary policies of their official organi-
zations. These organizations have
long been controlled by a self-per-
petuating gang of Big Business
stooges who, in the name of the

Big Business propaganda for
‘more production” through a

| longer work week as the an-
swer *o inflation found a loud
! echo on Feb. 5 in Walter Reuther’s
speech before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

The CIO United Auto Work-
ers president raised an insistent cry
for “more production” in his hour-
long appeal for adoption of the
Marshall Plan to bolster the bank-
rupt anti-labor regimes in Western
Europe.

In his enthusiasm for all-ouf sup-
port to these reactionary rulers,
Reuther proposed that Congress
squeeze from the American people
even more than the 17 billion dol-
lars asked by Truman.

He explained, for instance, how
the auto corporations could sweat
44 instead of 40 hours of work per
week out of the auto workers, there-
by getting 109 wmore production
with an additional wage cost of only
4.49%.

The auto workers, Reuther
claimed “are ready to ‘work longer

whole medical profession, oppose all
forward-looking measures which
would bring better hospital and
medical care to the people of this
country.

work weeks whenever management |

the work. He said that there | |
should be overtime pay for all hours |

cal agents of Big Business that “the
overtime cost would be more than
offset by increased sales and prof-
its.”

The Senators listened with “rapt
attention.,” as the press put it, to
Reuther's “more production” pro-
posal. They publicly complimented
him at the end of his talk. Two of|
them, Southern Democrats George |
and Connally, thanked him for
“impressive statement” and also di
| not fail to praise his anti-red drive |
in the UAW.

The very day

| rading his “bta.tesmanshrp” hefnrt,|

{

Reuther was pa-|

l'the Senate committee in his not |

original advocacy of “more pm-'

and stock exchanges were offering |

that) shot holes in Reuther’s DI'III‘II-E
tive notlons.

14

Wallace Groups Now
Active in 26 States

County, Illinois.

In New York main atteniion is
ceniered at present on the Feb. 17
congressional election in the
District, Bronx:, where the ALFP Is
rupning Leo Isacson against both
the Democrats and Republicans. The
ALP was the second strongest party
in the last election held in this dis-
trict, and the outecome of the prescnt
contest is regarded as a test of Wal-
lace's strengith in New York City
since he announced his candidacy.

No cCute has ye! been anmnounced
for the holdirg of the national Wal-
lace convention. Bul Wallace per-
sonally has alrcndy selected the nax-
tional leadership of his movement.
Elmer A. Bensen, former Minnesotia
governor and U.S. Senater, and a
leader in the Minnesota Democratic-
Farmer Labor Party, has been ap-
pointed cknirman. Co-chairmen aie
Rexford Guy Tugwell, Jo Davidson
and Paul Robeson. Campaign man-
ager is C. B. Baldwin,

Lee Pressinan resigned his posts as
general counsel for the national
CIO and the United Steel Workers

son is denied bail. The FBI elaims | has already been endorsed by thet

duction,” the commodity markets need.

a lesson in elementary economics the market at a profit.

in order to participate in *‘such ac-
tivities as the Wallace-for-President
campaign.” It is clear from this act
that no CIO official under Philip
Murray's

| mitted to campaign for Wallace and

Cook hoid his post,

REUTHER ECHOES NAM ON LONGER HOURS

The sharp decline in prices in|

. can supply the materials and | the grain markets and the panic of ' culture. They need, but cannot buy.
o
€ is |
above 40; but he assured the politi- | sick with something other than the  how the corporations can get more
t is |

the capitalists gave more than'
hint that the capitalist system

need for “more production.”
afflicted with piled-up inventories
that the reduced purchasing power
of the people cannot absorb.

| THE REAL TRUTH

Fifteen years ago Reuther called
himself a socialist and explained to
workers why capitalism could
werk. He many times repeated the

mg,tmth that the ecrisis of (’apltallkl, ser
d | economy is caused by the incapacity

| of the people to buy back what rhe\
| produce, resulting in the phenome- |

l non of “over-production” amidst!
want. |
Nobody needs to be teld that

there is scarcity in the world, [romI
the standpoint of what the people |
Capitalism, however, oper- |
| ates on the basis of profits, not hu- |
man needs. It produces to sell for
But the |
people haven't the purchasing pow-
er to absorb even the limited 'out-

24th

jurisdiction will be per- |

fienal income for the workers,

not |

:aml GM President Wilson in ca]lmg

1

Labor Candidates Feqr Sweeps Countr
g‘;‘g“'epBal"é’i‘g As Farm Prices Fall
i With Record Speed

Sﬁahmsts to Sahotage _
Cily-Wide Labor Slate By Art Preis .-
ST. PAUL, Feb. o—Endorse-| 18 this it?”” was the fearful_ question th
ment of a slate of labor candi-  flashed through every worker’s mind last week
dates for the St. Paul City election pregs headquarters screamed of tumbling coi
| campaign was voted by e St. Paul g : o e
'modity prices and stock market jitters. Is this t
beginning of the bust that must inevitably fol
the collapse of the inflationary boom?

ICIO Couneil at its regular meeting
It is a grim irony that under caplta.llsm 0
i anxiety outweighs our hope at the prospect that .‘:kleCth]_.'ﬂ

i last Tuesday.

Leading tae fight for the endorse-
ment of candidates directly from the
ranks of labor were delegzates irom
the CIO Packinghouse Workers,
who insisted that if labor is ever to

make any advances in politics, it | prices may now be on the way down. For the profit syste
must gqu.t endorsing businessmen |swings us continuously between.insecurity and want. Hit
and phoney liberals and endorse

\nflated prices to rob us of our purchasing power during “p
| perity,” or a fall in prices that heralds mass unemploym n
wage cuts and relief lines. :

vecple directly from their own ranks.
A motion for the endorsement of
a labor slate carried by more than a

2 to 1 majority. The Stalinist deie- No one—least of all the capitalist soothsayers—can say with

gates from the United Electrical  tainty whether the drop in commodity prices will continue, or whe
| Workers disserited and-openly an-

the government will succeed in temporarily holdmg them up by h,mf
| subsidies, purchases and other means of artificial respiration. We: di
| vet know whether we are hearing another subterranean rumbl
'warning—or whether the earth will rock and open under oui" :
by tonight:

nounced to the Ccouncil that they
were not going to be bound by coun-
cil action. This was followed by an
announcement. to the public press
that the UE delcgates had voted not |
to support thez slate of candidates
endorsed by the majority of the St.
| Paul Council.

| The Council went on record to| the worst.
support Johu..-H, Wyant of ihe|
Brewery Workers Union for Miyor;
and for City Council, Willianm Peick,
United Auto Workers; Frank Marzi- | . . .
telli, Local 41, AFL Bakers and Con- | Previous Warnmg Sagns

fectioners Union; and John Find- " _ . . ;
%in. Hailroad Wrotherhioads, whe 35 There have been previous warning signs—the stock markeg b
:in September, 1946, and the cotton market ecrash shortly, there

now serving on the Cily Council

In opposition to the above labor | Government measures succeeded then in shoring up the c1ackm_
slate, the Stalinist minority on the  of the economy.
Council is proposing Max  Karl,
publicity man and director of per-
sonnel cf radio station WT'CN, who
was endorsed by a city-wide Stalin-
ist-controlled liberal conference held |
prior to the CIO Council meeting.

The CIO endorseemnt of the slate |
of labor candidiates wiis mide after
the AFL Trades and Labor Assem-
bly of St. Paul appeared before the
Counrcil and attempted to get ils
backing to endorse businessmen and
present incumbent coucilmen who

What we can be sure of is the instability and anaichy of Ameri
| economy ‘and the need for the American workers to be pl'epa_,li'

We may be receiving only the most urgent warning to d
But this may well be IT—the beginning of the bust: Americ
must PREPARE. '

This time the cracks appear broader and deeper. The price:'-'s i}
ture has been raised to shakier heights. The foundation has been viddl
:hy the speculator-termites. A slight breeze might topple the wor
That fear gave a tone of near-panic to press headlines when g
| prices fell farther between Feb. 4 and 6 than during any threen
period in 100 years.

In the wake of this violent break in grain prices, followed a.ll‘.ﬂ'aj'
the line by other farm commodities, there came a reaction in the stock
exchange. That barometer of the hopes and fears of the ruling c'apii;_a_l
circles started to sink at once, warning of an economic storm ir;i
offing. If the stock market prices did not break as sharply as comm d
market prices, that is because securities prices had nevell' regained mil
of the ground lost in the summer of 1946.

had voted against labor on a nuwin-
of occnsions.

ber

When plummeting grain prices were temporarily braked nver;"-t_
week-end, livestock prices started to toboggan, falling in one day, Fe
| to a 16-month low. The next day all commodity market prices, inéfuﬂi
i-;uch products as cotton ‘and rubber, resumed their plunge. Priceé

securities in the New York Stock Exchange felt the worst slump m
months.

Business journals and financial columns have tited the immed
factors that started the skid in commodity prices. Crops in Eur‘uﬁé:
better; Australia, Argentina and Russia are exporting more wheat. It
the bitterest jest of all that U. S. capitalism is getting jittery. heé
there is a little more food available for the hungry of Europe and- Asl,gf
These factors are described and analyzed in John G, Wr:ghtsr arnlc =
| on Page 2.

.[ > - . Ld L]
Elements of Capitalist Crisis
But more deep-going and explosive elements underlie the instablh
of American capitalist ecommy—thc classic elements of capitalist er
The widening gap betveen the wealth of the few and the p(werty
the many; the inability of the workers to buy back what they produc
| the growing glut of goods that cannot be sold profitably either af
or to the ruined peoples abroad. “Supply pipelines have beeii r_apf
filling up,” wails the Feb.. 5 Journal of Commerce.
Average real take-home pay per week for American fa_ctm'j( worke
fell from $35.33 in January, 1945, to $29.58 in December, 1947. T
inventories have reached an all-time peak of nearly 28 million
Savings have fallen to 56% of national income, a dangerously lo._
Business failures have tripled over a year ago. iIndustrial producﬁ
been declining since November. On Feb. 6, the U. S. Census Bure
ported unemployment on the rise, up 400,000 in January alone
| sales are down in many cities. Credit and loans have swollen
heavy dimensions. 1 :
Despite the drop in commodity market prices, workers mus
think that retail prices will necessarily fall sharply at once. .He
there retail grocery chains have cut prices slightly on the most
items. But only a drastic over-all slash in retail prices can restore
buying power of wages of even a year ago. Moreover, clothing;
ors he is supposed to represent. trial products and rents are still going up. £
Two years ago, as leader of the Labor therefore faces a two-fold task: 1. To press more stre
General Motors strike, he demanded | than ever for higher wages and for assured protection from possib
that the corporations open their | ther inflation—the sliding scale cost-of-living bonus; 2. To demand}
books to public inspection; and | 30-hour week at 40 hours pay, and unemployment insurance equ&
proved that they could more than !rade union wages. _
afford to give increased wages with- | L . ;
onil, piling peides: The handwriting on the wall is clear. The
Today, as a full grown “labor may be forestalled a while; on the 0ther__<h?
 statesman,” he joins William Green | j4 pyay he under way right now. To delay pro

ive measures may be ruinous. We repeat: LAB

\MUST' PREPARE NOW.

| put of American inaustry and agri-

Instead of advising Wall Street®s
political agents in Washington on

work and profits out of labor, it is |
| Reuther’s duty to fight for higher'
wages and a bigger share of the na-

Reuther nowadays, however, is
more concerned with winning the
| plaudits of the Senators by his dis- |
play of “statesmanship” and fidelity
to American imperialism than in
ving the interests of the work- |

for “increased production.”

(See Reuther Story on TIuge 4)

=




| : : THE-MILITANT

3 handful of wealthy men.' Indus-
on |
BV J. R JOhns L trigl and financial giants, he says,

n' the weekly articles' he “"tontrol both parties. ‘Wallace does
riting for the New Republic, | not speak from:book-knowledge. He |

enry Wallage i$ taking great | | has seen monopoly at werk. “I had |
gm ns to present his party as repre- | 10 sit in the chair of Herbert Hoover

tative of the American t.1'1d:~i and Jones, of

Jesse as Secretaly

rs is not due to ny literary | machinations of these key giants.

@hﬂ of Wallace, When a nation : ;
faces a historical turning-point in | Monepoly is the enemy.
Q’P\EIU}}[I’C‘;L it bpecomes deaply
nseicus:-of <its origins, and the ‘monepoly? -

Shall we

progressives  within the

‘the. dchievements and promises cellent
its past. The “Freedom Train”
8 desperate attempt to cover the
srecetion «of the present with |
e glory of America's past, the.
s Aavhen Washington and  Jef-
son, Franklin -and Tom Paine
amade America the vanguard of lib-
v ard demecracy in a world rid-
with feudalism, aristocracy and |
hsolite monarchy.
allace -claims as his spiritual |
or the: Republican Party, - Ac-
"rﬂ, ng to Wallace the Republican
ty “of 1856 was a third party.:
€ “enumerates its great achieve-
nis:-and then claims that his | the control of governmenf and in-
Eﬂﬁi‘&r' rmw $2 i1 the same. tradl- Cdustry by private monopoly.” And
ion. ..
e heclann is fraudulent. The Re- - 10 Make the private monopolies
i‘p‘l Blican “Party of 1860 led a revo- Public property? God forbid.
%ion JIt began in the agltatlon plommed ‘A complete houseclean-
0 “Reep” Kansas and the Western |
nds free from chattel slavery. It |
old the Southern plantation- 0wn-|
‘thus far and no farther. Tt|
_ught to save the Union. Driven |
gvents, it mobilized the North
_}.;truck a mortal blow at the
omic system of chattel slavery.

ST.RO’.'H!..D ITS ENEMY

. its revolutionary  days, the
fbﬁi;pub}ican Party was one of the includes among his ancestors even
{ 2reat political organizations of his- Woodrow Wilson,
y. This.is the party that Wallace ! Franklin  Rocosevelt. They, too,
~cleims as- the ancestor of his pitiful | fought monopoly, says Wallace. And
i little program. | now comes the payoff. Woodrow |
e Republican Party of those | Wilson denounced monopoly. And |
ays - destroyed its .enemy. What | i what happened? The result was the |
ges Wallace proclaim as the enemy | precise situation which gave
l‘ﬂj;iay? Monopoly

local ‘and state officials.,” So the
-monopoly which controls the United
sha.k.en by electmfa few progressive
Democrats and h
| and local officials.
| Wallace claims that third parties

‘refers to La Follette's third party
Lin 1924, This reference is not very
encouraging.
began as follows:

the Department of the Interior, zmd
the other executive departments.”

After La Follette polled nearly
five million votes, his party disap-
" peared, and the mmm]mlms spreaid
their tentacles under Calvin Cool-

try
| 1929,
But Wallace is irrepressible.

into the great depression

thmugh its weakest sector, the
agricultural price structure,

Not superficial causes but pro-
found and lasting changes in agri-
cultural conditions, at home and
abroad, underlie the current price
| break. In brief, this changed con-

B _-_-Fcb. 10—In their year-end
vecasts for 1948 the most
nservative of capitalist ex-
~and - government economists
W no trouble whatever ahead for
~least six months. The ink
~hardly dried on these op-|8s a year of famine crops in
stic - predictions when we find | Europe. ‘Australia raised little more
e prices of one agricultural prod- | than was needed for home con-
ct-after  anothér undergoing grave |Sumption. Canada's crop was poor
nyvuisions, with a huge question|and at home there was a “corn
It placed over the fate of Ameri- |Shortage.” Apart from Argentina,
agrieylture as a whole. |t;he 1847 world market was thus
Never before in the 100-year ex- | dependent on the Chicago wheat
gtenice of the Chicago wheat pit|2nd corn traders.

id: prices of wheat and corn break | What they did_is now history.
0---vm;ent.ly as -they .did for four | re——— .

| Commerce, really to understand the |
What then docs Wallace propose? !

| therefore form a parly to abolish|
‘No. Wallace wants to |

Telations of its present perspectives | ersure ‘the election of “many ex-|

Democratic Party — a few mem- !
bers of Congress and hundreds of

: States and half the world, is to be

undreds of state
: A

have always fought monopoly, and-

Lo Fcllette s progra |
“The great issue
| before the American people today is

~Wwhat was La Follette's solution? |
He |

ing in the Department of Justice.' .

| lette in 1924, in.t_he- ﬁéry first elec~

| idge until they plunged the coun- |
of |

~sult is that Wallace,
He |

and of course,'

|1n the increased power of monep-
| oly.

Tise |
rehtwe to the despan ing appeal of La Fol-'| confusmn clo not end thele

| inflated domestic agricultural price
dition is as follows: Last year began |

today in a position between them

Cannot Mako bnds Meet

Cyrus J. Waud of thc CI0 Food, To’lnoco Arg {ural

and two of his six children listened besidehim, he: said:

'pm;:s as the man of peace. His
third party is to /be the party of
peace.’ But take another glance al
these ancestors of his!

Wilson, enemy of monopoly, and
friend of the people, ended by lead-
ing the. country into war and bigger

tion after Wilson's defeat.

CONCLUSION IS OBVIOUS

Wallace ‘himself helped Franklin
Roosevelt fight monopoly. The re-
in the first
election after Roosevelt's death, has
to admit that monopoly is stronger
today than ever before. The cou-|
clusion should ke obvious: All strug-
gles against monopoly which do not
laim at destroying monopoly end

ing the country into a bigger war,
with the power of monopoly greater
than ever hefore. This is the tra-
dition to which
It does not help Wallace.
. credits him.

-But Wallace's contradictions and

They forced food prices so high
as to severely restrict consump-
tion even at home,
VAST SURPLUS

But this year begins in an entire-
ly different setting. The highly

of grain and still retain ample re-
serves. Prospecis for -Europe, whose
grain harvests come early (June),
are guite favorable, just as is the
case
where harvests come a month later.
At the same time Russia has re-

structure is subjected to the addi-
: entered the world grain

tional strains of an unexpectedly

shipments abroad, maintain record
home consumption and still retain
150 million bushels by June.
Meanwhile Australia and Argen-
tina, both with bumper crops, are

| pal world suppliers as in 1947, In-
| stead of serving as a basis for un-
| bridled speculatien, the huge stocks
at home now overhang the market,
ihreatening to turn from assels
— - T =y into liabilities within the next

beginning with Wednesday,

is, was not limited to fc-cd-|
iffs alone. Raw materials like |
wingustrial and inedible oils fellowed |
t. These registered by the semnd|

*a  decline unprecede11bed|
2 the days immediately follow- |
g World War 1" according to the |

| Labor News From
The West Coast

months when new crops will make
additional millions of bushels avail-
able for expert.

Only natural catastrophes at
home or in Europe can alter this
situation decisively.
running shorter and shorter,
odds are in favor of good crops.

The unfolding situation thus|

r_na.l of {Comme:ce, authoritative |

R ' LOS ANGELES—County employes
Street daily.

are bein require t sign ¢
No. less crucial is the extent of | ' g quired to sk A
‘price bresk. Invely red were not | “loyalty” oath., However, at present

foods {wheat, corn, oats, flour.l a county emplove cannot he dis-

sizar, cocon, lead, ele.) but a dong charged’ for failure to sign such an
of raw- materials (cotton, hides, !

er, cotton oil, ' tallow, glea'ie|

vath.
£ ES ]

Many government and business |

skesmon have dismissed -all -this | has -just been granted the transit
sa-temporary aud even a “w,lmle-: monopely. The public received very

stalled off action until it was too|
ite. The Council ipoke vaguely |

the onpotite is trme. Tt deuotes |
ad ‘the eruption to the sur- |
¢ of monstrous
e inflated -capitalist economy. tion but its attorney claimed that |
“@islocations are now brcakmg' there was nothing that could be|
- — | slone abeuti the fare raise

: BO“'!‘O“ smks {date date.”
‘Milwaukee Radio il

| fration in Washington.

“Ihe Socialist Workers Party can- | Worker who is not a veteran, and
for Mayor of Milwaukee will ' with the vprecedent of the first case
. “City Scizure of the Gas | ! may succeed in eliminating the split- |

| week layofts,

A WEFEKLY NEWSPAPER
Place, New York 3, N, Y.
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l:_.encl'nse (stamps, currency .or money order).
Please enter my subscription as follows:
[} Six months (26 issues) for 50 cents.

One year (a'-‘ issues) for S1.

'\*um' .......................... T R 3 S SR e R TS SRR R R | Je—
(Pleasze I'rint)

A new boost in street car fares |

|
adjustment, | little warning and the cily council |
dislocations of about the necessily of municipaliza- | t

“at his |

| A momber ¢ Chrysler UAW Local |
. i " 230, who is a veteran, has just been
TUESDAY granted unemployment compensa-
FEB, 24 | tion for a five-day layoff spread out

: | over two weeks, This technique is

B . | in great vogu2z in the' auto industry. |
) | The state department of unemploy- |

station | ment insurance based itself upon a |

WEXT - 1430 | ruling from the Veterans Adininis-

! reactionary buvmeh
The Local |

has now filed a similar case for a i Socialist Workers

|’\I\|a. Tanner Weiss, withdrew -in |

|nurserv centers were also closed | least five others,

| Labor
| meeting has ‘been called at GM | conditions. As Marianne Stanley of

. April
| Southgate, Vernon and Huntington
| Park.

| parallels that of 1920 when with the
| revival of the world market, agri-
it 3 2 | cultural prices collapsed, causing
{’mnelhs:tt:llctc-u{ plant at Oakland | | widespread hardship among farm-
Is expected to be nard hit. The |ers everywhere while millions con-
company rejocted a union proposal | tinued to go underfed or hungry

that evervbody take a cut to four | pecause they were too poor to buy
dayvs a week instead of laying Oﬁ.even at reduced rates.

ketween 300 and 500 men.
] * T &

A representative of the California |
“Little 'Dies” Committee headed by
Jack Tenney is row in Bakersfeld |
hunting for evidence of “subversive | Bericultural

With the onening of a new GM |
plant in  Van Nuys (near Los|

|W0-RLD CONDITION DECISIVE

Thus, barring a series of natural
| calamities, what is decisive is pre-

condition.
|ation is not altered by whether or

| eisely this greatly improved world |
The situ- |

he

and“A!iléd Workers,
" Senate Banking Committee that he cannot male ends meet on his $2,500 a vear pay.
“We're not living,

revolutionary tradition?
| Washington
Woodrow |

‘in the Western world. Lincolnand |

| monopolies. Franklin Roosevelt en- |
emy of monopoly and ifriend of the

Wallace appeals. | tradition
It dis- | strmetion of the ecoromic and po-

PO T

to export f“mm::} o 4 mi]lvibn tohsl

in both Canada and hem‘ agriculture,

l

market | ernment in Washington.

| prospect of mo longer being princi- | just as it has been doing all the

While timeuis | TEMPORARY CONTROL
e

'and not in Chicago or Washington.

“':!:f ty” i ‘Tl th;n‘;;:: farm-pwotkers’ | +not the commodity markets are
:" : at the 20,000-acre”Di Glorgi | g ctaineq temporarily at this or
anch, |that level, or whether commodity |

“| prices are allowed, amid wild fluc-

Two hundred membears of the San | tuations,

Pedro local cf the CIO Natmnahmpport.ed parity levels.
Liarithme Union picketed 'the ‘Fed- |
eral Building in Los Angeles this |
weel in protest against the Marshall I
Plan proposal to transfer 500 mer- | B
chant mayine ships to foreign regis- |

[ try with a resultant loss of jobs for | Militant Campalgn

Amorican seamen.

o £ £

| Adds 561 Readers

Militant Sub Week, Jan. 25 Lo

At the last election a particulurly i
tta 5 subscriptions,
of!  politicians! | Fels. 1, netted 561 subscriptions

swept into the school board. (The |MOre than The Militant has re-
Party condidate, | cetved any entire month since last
" | June. Buftfalo led with 102,

favor of a Iabor candidate wlml This excellent total was obtained
lost.) Fruits of this labor defeut: against terrific odds of miserable
| This week the Board rejected the | weather alnd collfilc11x1g" events,
| plea of a CIO deleration for hlgj‘er | Branches in only 20 cities were

wages for teachers, Two child care | | able to participate at this time. At
New York, Mil-

| wankee, Tolede, Connecticut and
| West Virginia, are planning to hold
later Sub Weeks of their own. Elec-
tion campaigns, union and other
| activities cramped the efforts of
Minneapolis, St. Paul,

tdown,

o £ &=

A significant asvelopment along
the line .of independent political ac- -
tion by labor appeared in Southeast
T 3 o i . -

;’;J""._:?: eja"‘:m:‘l‘zg‘liiz ‘ﬁ ;gf;re;;;e | and a number of other branches.
formned a Scutheast Commitiee for the sub-getters (ap-
Candidates. A nomination | of tougher economic

Evervwhere
sarved  signs

Local 216 UAW hall, at which labor | | Seattle reported, “Johs are already
canditiates are to be endorsed in the | Parder to find and many people
Gth class city elections scheduled for !need every neuny for basic com-
in Lynwood, Maywod, Bell, | modities. But we feund generally

i very favorable response. Workers

listened 1o us with great interest, |

% @ |u:ymg single ropies if they could |
2 not afford 50c.”
The I.0s Angeles ]'ntemat1mm1| :
| Ladies Garment Workers Union| D- Lessng of Newark: “People are

looking for an answer to inflation |

called .a strike of its 12000 members

as a demonstration of its intent to | and are also interested in the com-
We |

completely organize the industry, Ing elections and Iwage drive,

- Rl PR

Philadelphiy

| therefore spell out an ominous mes-
to drop to government | sage to the American farmers. Tt

economic and political power of the

people, climaxed his politics by lead- | Southern

| were willing to spend bﬂhons—-&m
| they are

By George Lavan

newspaper editorials and school |

system is “natural” to this countuy,
while labor !31t]l?‘- and third parties |
are’ “fereign” and “uwn-American.’
The facts of American
speak to the conlrary. Mot only did
cne of the great car)lta]m parties ‘of |
today b_a,-m as a-third pasty,

U. S. history saw the omergence
time and again of labor
partize.

parly is foreign or imported, the

This was the Working Men's Party |
{ounded in 1828 in Philadelphia by
the orzanizzdi-mezhanies. In the next
lew wears branches
sprahg up in New York., Bostan,

‘testifies before the

While his wife
we're only existing.”

Federated Fictures New .Jersev, and even in the West.

These laber parties won a numbey

| of loecal elections and for a time held

Bul Anierfean
There' is.
and Jeffersen ‘ﬂésu‘oy—
ed the economic and political power |
of 'British mercantile imperialism

ism’'t there an

agitation was vesponsible for
creation of a public school system,
abolition of imprisonment for debts,

the ‘Republican 'Party crished the

slave-pwners, They <ech

in their day overihrew ouiwern

economic and political systems. -
.The -continuance -of the-American

today <demands the -de-

| reduction of the working day.
IN ITS INFANCY

If the timid souls of today who in-
sist that the time isn't ripe for a
labor party had lived in 1828, their
a:gwnents mignt have had some

| litical \powex of monopoly.

The only questmn stlll in doubt numbered;
| is how much and how quickly the
farmers and the country as a whole and high prices for manufactured
will be made to pay for these un- | goods are before you.”

the good old ‘normal’
days of depressed prices for crops

avoidable price “adjustments” in| This far from exhausts the mean-
“The decision here i ing of the commodity .price-bre~—.
rests for the time being in the | pDoes it signify, as in the past,
hands of Big Business and its gov- .sharp declines in other markets,
{in ‘particular a slump in retail

large carryover of almost 800 mil- | With sizable deliveries. f It goes without saying thatltrade? And is it also the first in-
lion bushels of wheat. This is| The Chicago traders and specu- Washington will intevene vigor-|stallment of the depression for
ienough to increase government ' lators ~“are thus faced with the! ously in the commaodity markets,  economy as a whole? Or can price

“adjustments” be confined primari-
ly to agriculture while industry,
nevertheless, keeps going at- high
levels for a prolonged period of
time?

On these questions, government
and business opinion is now sharply

while by its behind-the-scenes op-
erations.

In the unpredictaple day-to-day
and week-to-week developmerits
ahead this government interven-
tion will, of course, play a major
role. We have. not long to wait
before the staunchest opponents of | tension, anxiety and .even panic.
government  “interference” and|Next. week we shall answer these
“contrels” will begin clamoring the | questicns and give our reasons why
loudest for them. | the unfolding erisis of American

But powerful as it is, governmenh
intervention . is not omnipotent.
is one thing to prop up temporari- |
ly this or that commodity, it is 3
| something else to long sustain all | €COMOMY as a Wi w0le.

instance a

Flght Against N

Labor and _
In the United States

I hazis.
| <an working elass was in its in‘ai- |
A legend, well nourished by | ey, Factories weresfew and those

Locks, 'is that the two party
- constituted 2 minet1ty of the pfopu- |

bus |

| e
| gaining to raise wages b2
of this party |

divided amid an atmosphere of |

For at that time the Amm'i-

that existed were very small. ‘Wor
2rs ware mainly artisans - and - they

| latjon. Nevarthelass history shows |

'| that even the infant labor move- |
history : ment of 1828 was able to-win elec-

itions anrd secure gains for the work-
ine peoyle. ;

Andrew Jackson’s frontier democ- |
racy and anti-bank campaign car- |
angd third | ried the city workers with him. But |

| after his destruetion of the Nation- |

Strange as it may seund to those | a] Bank failed to solve the working
wio claim that the idea of a labor | man's problems, a large secticn of :
the New York Democratic organiza- |
firi labor party in the wmlrl “d'huon seceded and set up the Equal
built right here in the United 'States. | Rights -Party. Tus party attacked

monopoly — then in its intfant stage
—and ‘demanded that collective bar-
legalized
and the abolition of the legal dozt-
rine of the time that denominated

many parts of New England andlmde unions:-as conspiracies. ‘This

party elegted three men to Congress.

In 1837 the nation was struck by
a ‘terrible depression. - “Both main

the balance of power between the | pariies—ihe Bemocratic and 'Whig—

dominant parties of the period. Al-| fearing a revolt ‘on the part of the
thouzh this party disappearsd Jrom|

the national scene in the - 1840's, it |
| won many signiticant reforms. 11;.3|
the |

workers and- farmers, adopted the
main planks of the Egual Rights
Party or ‘loco-focos, as' they were
popularly called ({(because one 'of
their conventions ‘had to proceed

| with light from “candles lit by loco-

rassing of homestead laws, and the | foco or self-lighting cigars after the

Tamminny gang- turled off {he

| Jights.)

In the whole pre-civil war period,
however, the main axis of the clasa
struggle’ was not between the work-
erstand employers, but between the
rising capitalist class and the slave
owning aristocracy of the South.
The immediate point of contention
was control of the federal govern-
ment and the western lands.

NEW PARTY BORN

Both Whig and Democratic Part-
ies attempted to dodge this question.
They wanted to-preserve the status
quo, a rctien compromise with slav-
ery. But neither history nor its then
rrogressive agent, the rising class of
industrialists, would let the issue
rest. In this struggle organized labor
aligned itself with the progressive
capitalist..class against slavery. Out

| ¢f this struggle a new political party

was born—the Republican Party.
But the Republican Party grew
out of third parties-already on the

‘scene. The first of these was the

Liberty Party, organized by the abol-
itionists. The abolitionists had tried
to push the anti-slavery fight by
endorsing or opposing candidates of
the two hig parties. In other words,
they tried the very policy the AFL
and the CIO are pursuing today.

| Here is what the Encyclopedia Brit-
| agriculture must at the next stage | tanica says about this “non- ~partisan
bring in its wake the crisis of other l political action”:

1t sectors of the economy, in the fustj “The utter futility of seeking to
slump in retail trads, | gbtain in this way any satisfactory
and with that, the erisis of tl‘€|cmcgssiong to nnti-slavery sgn{,l.

| ment -was speedﬂy and abundantly

proved . . . Accordingly, the pﬁlitleﬁl
abolitionists, in a convention in Al-

! bany, in April 1840, lmmchm
Liberty Parly,’ angd- nﬁmiu&f&d mn
ney for -the presideneyi?:
AGreen and Reuther, pleaset

«(Mu‘ém_r_'

Birney received a small vele ,ut
four' years later the vole of thesib-
erty Party in-New York alone WA $0
great’ that it more' tha held  the
!u.lar‘ce ‘of -power. The great’ stipd-
dler, Hanry Clay, lost ihe presidency
bec:nm, of the Llherty Pzrly's”‘hig
vole.

In 1848, the Liberty Party wiabh—
drew its candidates from'the field -
snd jeined the Free Soil Party. This
was anolther “third party” formed
the previcus vear to combat- the
spread of slavery into the -new té_r-
ritories. Its slegan was, ‘“‘Free Soil,
Free Speech, Fres Labor and Free
iMen." Representatives of 18 .states,
‘neluding the slave stafes of Mary-
land, Delaware, and Virginia, at-
tended the convention in Buffalo
which nominated a presidential
candidate who received more than
109 cof the national pepular -vote,
Two Free Soil Senators and 14:Rep-
resentatives were -elected. In'.1856
the Free Soil Party dlssolve;l and.
joined ‘the movement which: \‘toundegl
the Republican Party. :

ITS FIRST ELECTION

The Républican Party was a “third
party” which prew out of the other

“third parties”—the Liberty an,d
Free Soil Parties. 'This new party was
organized in 1854. All opposed ‘to
slavery were invited to join. Fré-
mont, “the Pathfinder,” who'was the
presidential candidate in. 1856, won
114 electoral votes while Buchanan
‘was elected with 174. Thu, in its
first national election, the' Rem;._b
lican Party emerged as the“second”
party. The great Whig Party, whith
tried to stiaddle the slavery j$sue
split down the middle and spo di's-
appeared from the scene. T

From.the very beginning, th,ephbvp

movement played an. hqm; m
in the formation. of the:

Party. That is why the nm l]em
lican presidential candidate, Abra-
ham Lincoln, ‘went out -of his way
to endorsé the wights ‘of -laber. - :
Lincoln was victorious;in 1660 and
this led to the slave holders’ rebel-
lion. ‘The Republican ‘Party ‘came
out of the Civil War as -the ‘pre-
daminant political party. Howaever,
great changes had taken place; ‘The
capitalist class had accomplished its
‘historically - progressive. ‘malssion of
destroyving slavery. It fmr&d the -
growing industrial working' class
which it had ‘brought iuto  being.
It now turned reactionary ' on: ‘the
political field, {0 the point wherd it
even failed 10 carry out its promisss °
to the freed slaves, and in 1876 ::ngde
a deal with the former slaveholders.
Freoin this point on, the: main ‘axis
of class struggles in rt;li nited
States was the struggle of ‘the jwérk-
ers and small farmers as’ain&t the
increasingly enm-ncheﬁ and power-
ful capitalist trusts and manomlies

the foodstuffs and agricultural raw |

materials at artificially lnflatedi.‘
levels.
Even if the American caplt-alxsts|

not—to protect agriculture
at home from the impact of the

ORKE]

S’ FORUN

world market, they could succeed
only in temporarily modifying |
world market trends, but never in!
reversing them. Prices of foods | Editor:

and other agricultural products are| Re letters on Technocracy, 11-10-
determined on the world market 47 and 12-8-47, I quote from the
pamphlet mentioned by Don Barry,|
Technocracy—Some Questions An-
swered, copyright 1934,

“Question: Does  Technocracy
have anything in common with the
fascistic movements of Europe?

“Answer: Whether or not a move-
ment is fascistic depends upon the
long term objective. The aim of

' Technocracy Bars “Only
Aliens and Pohtmlans

The current price convulsions

“Your days of prosperltv are

| reads:

cught to do well on new subs, too.

Germany, is to preserve, by force,
We had at least 609 renewals.” !if necessary, the dying economic
Bea Allen, Detroit: “The people|order. Technocracy defines Fas-
we vistited were all the very finest | (;1¢.m to be a consolidatien of all
we have met. Vc plan anotner short | | minor rackets into a major mono-
campaigin soon.’ | poly for the preservation of a price
Li. H. P. of Texas sent three subs | system. Fascisin is the ‘last ditch’
for neichbors, commenting, “I sure | defense of the price system.
like rour paper.” | “The aim of Technocracy is to re-
 Minneapolis discovered a Com- | place the dying economic order with
munist Party member n[}t afraid to | a carefully planned society haa\'mg
read a Trotskyist paper. | as its goal, the provision of econo-
MILITANT SUB WEEK | mic security and a very high stand-

Resnlts E;ard of living for every man, woman
Buffalo ..o, 162 ;anq child i'n this continental area.
Los Angeles ............ 75 |It is conceivable that Technocracy,
New YOrk .ooovnronnnn.. 50 |in order to attain this high sacial
Dotroft - ooowotn s 49 ohjectwe might make use of cer-
3 : | 'tain principles of mass psychology

NEWarE sasivveisis disine 42 ;
Minpeapolis  .......... 36 Used ks 'successfglly, not only by
Chicazo 35 | Mussolini and Hitler, but also by
s e TR RS | the dictatorship of Russia and the
.:-_m Franeisco ......... 3:1 American advertising fraternity as
Bt. Paul ... 33 well. For instance, Technocracy
Philadelphia ........... 21 | recognizes the importance of sym-
Seattle ... 23 lpols in mass thinking and makes
Lonn (Mass) .......... 14 | wide use of its insignia, the Monad.
BostOn - mape i i 10 lan emblem in vermillion and
Youngstown ............ 10 | French gray, which is an ancient
TInt ..ooovin o 4 | Chinese symbol signifying unity,
Pittsourgh .............. 4 balance, growth, and dynamic
@akland . ..iiiisaeeae 3 functioning for the security of the
SboLouis L. 2 life processes. Technocracy, how-
POMAD ceiaaas e 2 ever, aims always to direct mass
Alleqtown ............... 1 thinking towards an intelligent
General oovaiiiaieeed i 5 understanding of its objective. Its
—_— appeal is to the selective, construec-

TEYRAL . oovsavimin it 561

tive type of mind that is to be

Fascism as expressed in Ifaly and

Iound in every walk of life in in-'ltreme.
dustrial America, not only among |

the learned scientific and profes-
sional groups, but as well among
that great body of skilled and
semi-skilled technicians upon whose
shoulders rests our industrial me-
chanism.

“Technocracy, unlike Fascism,
builds. nmet wupon ignorance and
prejudice, but upon. thorough un-
derstanding and - reflective judge-
ment. Technocracy holds that the
technology of the New America
will tolérate neither a Marxist in-
surrection nor a Fascist suppres-
sion.”

Mr. Grant errs, (re orientals),
Since the end of hostilities only
aliens and politicians are barred.

W. T. Moore

Los Angeles, Calif.

Balint Arrest

Part of War Drive
Editor:

‘The Cleveland Plain Dealer really
blew up the item of Alex DBalint's
arrest by immigration officials and
gave it the works with banner head-
lines, pictures and plenty of spacte.
Balint is ‘head of the local Mine,
Mill and Smelter Union, .and one
of the leading Stalinist spokesmen
in the Cleveland CIO.

As you know, the .Cleveland CIO
has been a battleground between
the Stalinists .and' the Murray-
Reuther-ACTU bloc.

The Murray-Reuther-ACTU bloc
cannot win any kind of a ‘reorgani-
zation based on democratic pro-
cedure beeause they: have walked
out .of the Cleveland CIO on num-
erous oceasions and their locals

would be penalized for their per-
iods of non per-capita rayments.
This dilemma the Murray-Hay-

wood-Reuther-ACTU forces cannot
solve with demeocratic methods.
The Stalinists are just s1tt1ng
tight and playing possum.
Garland Asheraft and  other ex-

hard-boiled - rightswingers
have been demanding mene . ener-
getic and drastic action. In other
words, they wanted Murtay {0 put
the Cleveland CIO executive. com-
mittee in receivership and hureau-
cratically appoint a right-wing:sx-
ecutive committee and leadership.-

The Murray-Reuther-ACTU bloc
here has called on and is getting
the aid of the government dn’its
struggle to break the Stalinist giip
on the Oleveland GIO. /Lastmonth
the NLRB and the AFL Pattern-
workers moved into the "Westing-
house UE and began the job-of:slic-
ing that up. Now, Alex Balint is
arrested with plenty of ballyhoo.

Right now, everybody “is walking
on tiptoes. Everybody knows ithat
the ‘Wallace third party movement
can and most probably will.explode
the whole CIO mess wikle open. The
Stalinists are putting *the ‘squeeze
on all their people to come -out into
the open as supporters of the: Wal-
lace movement. This is a principled
question with them. ‘The whole at-
mosphere is charged with expéct-
ancy.

It is on this backg-round_ that:the
arrest of Alex -Balint must ‘e
viewed. “The Federal government-is
using this handy peg as part of- its
war drive because at the same time
it fits into their general ‘campaign
of intimidation of the militants in
the labor movement. -At ‘the:same
time it cinches wup their control
over the labor bureaucragy.: ..l

5 o 8
Cleveland

St. Louis Readers
Invited to Open Forum

“Which Way for the Labor Move-
ment?” will pe the topic of the Mill-
tant Forum .on Friday evening, Fé_'b
27, at 8 p.m. Militant Teaders are
urged to atténd. The foruin .will be
held in;Room 312,' Olivid m ma
N. Grand rBlvd.

i ¥
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current.

paid experience of the past."

R‘GTSXY

"Reactionary epochs like ours not only disintegrate and
weaken the working class and its vanguard but also lower the
general ideological level of the movement and throw political
thinking backto stages long since passed +hrough.
ditions the task of the vanguard is above all not to let itself be
carried along by the backward flow: it must swim against the
If:an unfavorable relation of forces prevents it from
holding the positions that it has won, it must at least retain its
ideological positions, because in them is expressed the dearly

—Leon Troisl:y, Sfalmlsm and Bolshewsm. 1937.
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l.et the Membership Decide!

33 narrow-minded and w1ll£u1 men are
trying to ram a disastrous pro-Truman poli-
tical line down the throats of the 6 million
.working men and ‘women of the CIO.

By a vote of 33 to 11, these members of
the CIO Executive Board voted ‘to commit
this .great host of labor to a political com-

' pany aunion policy, without so much as both-
ering ‘to consult the membership on thelr
wisheg in the matter.

N.ow, to add insult to injury, it is given
out-that Murray is going to kick out all offi-
cers on his staff and all elected officers of
“the state and city CIO bodies who decide to
campaign for Wallace. (Under this ruling it's

0K, of course, to campaign for stnkebreaker
Truman).

Murray is following here a notorious pre-
cedent. Twelve years ago, William ‘Green
.and the mossbacks of the AFL*® Executive
_ Counil issued a similar decree. They ordered
;the expulswn of all officers of city and state
AFL bodies who decided to support <the
Committee for Industrial Organization—and
‘thus paved the way for the present split of
‘the trade union movement.

The Stalinists, who are the immédiate
\j:rlg-tl_m-s of Murray’s brazen order, are the
vet'y :same people who voted to grant Murray
these ,autocratnc powers at the Noyember,

1946, CIO Convention.
""No 'wonder. They pursue the same un-
democratic METHODS. 'They ‘are trying to

"by-pass the trade uhion movemerit and foist

Wallace oh the rank ‘and file, ‘without giving
the' ‘membership the ‘opporturity “to exptess -
itself on this 'most ampm‘tant of all- questions /
confronting labor in-11948; :

‘Isw’t ‘it right that the rank and file who
have ‘to ‘do ‘the camipaigning ‘andtvoting; -be
given a chante to have their-say? Isn’t it
fitting ‘and proper that‘the men<and -woimen
who:/are -paying  in -their-dolar bilis to'the
PAC; should 'decide what the-PAC. 'poﬁcy"is
to be in 1948? Tsn't it a'disgracé that the PAC
has ‘not yet seen fit to call'a conventien:to
démocratically ‘wvote on national policy?

"It is high time for ‘the ranks'to break
through the machinations of ‘the bureavcrats
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“and-insist ‘on their ‘democratic rights: IT IS

HIGH TIME THAT A NATIONAL CON-
VENTION OF ‘THE PAC BE'CALLED.

‘In this way the CIO membership ean deter-

mine whether to support the Murray policy
of ‘backig strikebreaker Trumian, or to-join
with the Stalinist adventure of-boosting Wal-
lace—or d4s The Militant advocates, to break
with capitalist politics and set up labor’s own
political party and run iabors mdependent
candidates.

The Voracious War Machine

Hdw much more of the American people’s
-'-‘money and resources do the rulers of this
'Qountry propose to drain off for the war
. machine and their conspiracy to bolster up
tyrants and would:be dictators abroad? Is
there no limit’at all to this policy of unre-
stramed extortmn?
" First we were told about the Marshall
: _Pla,r;_, which is allegedly going to “reconstruct
Europe” at a cost-of 6.8 billion dollars for the
- first 15 months. Then we were confronted
with the demand for 1.4 billions for “govern-
ment ‘and relief” in occupied areas; 133 mil-
Tions for the Philippines; and 750 millions for
China, Greece, Turkey, Japan, Korea and
Trieste. Now we are told that is not enough
and another one-quarter billion is asked for
the corrupt dictator of China. Total: 9-1/3
BILLIONS, not counting direct appropria-
tions for the armed forces, atomic bomb, etc.
‘And that's not all by a long shot. That
doesn’t take into consideration the demand
voiced by Truman’s Air Policy Commission,
since the publication of his 40 billion dollar
budget,’ for an air force expansion program
starting at 174 billions a year and rising pro-
; gresmvely

Nor does that figure allow for the real
cost of the proposed peacetime conscription
program. Truman said it wpould cost 2 ‘bil-
lion dollars a year ‘when -it"got .going full
swing.” But now the CIO’s Economiic Out-
look shows that * a figure of 3 billion dollars

. would be a conservative estimate” ;of the an-

nual cost of this Prussian-like program. And
Hanson W, Ba'ldwm estimates that it would
run between 3'and 5 billions al year.

It’s time to call a halt! Soaring prices,
burdensome taxes, restricted production of
peacetime goods are only one side of it. The
other side is even more horrible in its impli-
cations—a third world war waged with
atomic bombs and bacteriological weapons
that can wipe out most of the world’s popu-
lation.

The only way to put an end to this mad
spree is through independent labor political
action to end the rule of -the capitalist two-
party system.- Permanent war and mili-
tarization will be the consequence if the
workers fail to reject the false counsel of the
union bureaucrats and launch a party of their
own,

$3 Billlon Kick-back Racket

Anyone who still doesn’t beheve we have
-a government of, by and for Big Business
chould 'study carefully the list of tax-rebate
recipients announced by the U.'S. Treasury
Department on Feb. 8.

' The Treasury handed out nearly three bil-
-lion dollars ($2,887,735,904) in ‘tax repay-
ments ‘during the fiscal year of 1947. This
.huge stim, nearly equal to total corporate
profits in 1939, went mainly to big corpora-
tions, the lion's share to the 100 largest in-
dustrial monopolies in the U. S.

“"The biggest single kick-back went to
U. 8. Steel Corp., Morgan-controlled trust.
Big. Steal — beg pardon, Steel — raked in
net profits of only $126,704,272 in 1947, twice
its 1946 grab. So the philanthropic govern-
merit helped U. S. Steel out with a tax refund
o,E $63,580,904.

‘Next in line at the Treasury trough was

the Meilon-owned Westinghouse Electric
Corp., with a refund of $57,398,182. The New
York Central got a “relief” check of $41,995,-
929. General Motors found $36,293,611 in. the

Treasury’s cracker-jack - box. Secretary of .

Commerce Harriman’s Union Pacific dunked
$11,959,849 out of-the gravy bowl.

This three billion dollar tax kick-back
is just the dessert to the solid meal of- 1714
billions in net profits the corporations loaded
into-their paunches in 1947—and that’s nearly
twice what they swallowed in 1946 and-four
times the repast they put away in 1939.

There’s been a lot of back-and-forth talk
between Democrats and Republicans in
Washington about cutting the little fellow’s
taxes. ‘The capitalists aren’t waiting for cuts
—they're gettmg back b:ll:ons of the taxes
already paid. '

Slgmflcant Negro Struggles

The daily unremitting struggle that the
masses of Negro people carry on often goes
unnoticed in our daily press. Since the big
tiot ‘'of 1943 the people of Harlem have not
relaked: their efforts to wring equality from
the ‘merchants of 125th Street. So great was
the.tension that the Mayor’s Committee on
Interracial Unity had to intervene and pro-
duce a hastily written report and recommen-
dations to both merchants and people.

‘The reccmmendatton shows how deep
and - genuine »is “the popular movement:
Prices must be :listed clearly on all mer-
¢handise; the two-price policy must be
éliminated; prices and quality must corre-
spond to the newspapér advertisements.

Very mgmf;cant are two others. Cus-

tomers mustbe rtreated with courtesy and
~employes-must bé promoted ton the basis of
quaplification -and -experience. Harlem has

fought and won the battle that Negroes must
be employed in stores that cater. mainly to
Negroes. Now they see that; mere hiring of
Negroes is not enough They must be able
to rise.

Here is a battle for democracy tha-t‘ does
not cease, that wins a partial victory, only
to find' that the struggle ‘becomes broader
and deeper. This same struggle is pursued in
scores of Negro communities all over the
country. Tremendous stores of revolution-
ary energy, experience and organization are
being unobtrusively accumulated. One day

, we shall see it unloosed in full force on d

wational scale.

The labor movement will do well to real-
ize the importance: of these movements,
which are of far greater significance than
many of the more publicized degal battles. .

{given to the pegple of Viet-Nam,
‘| from north to south, from city to
:-,QQWW'

| tion of their country.

Ipikes. Wearing .a blue cap with a
\red star as headgear and shoulder-

{other, in formation, shouting the
-revelutionary hymn in chorus, then
|-erying out in a mighiy voice: “Death

fand riots

-sustained from

.general staff resigned its civil ad-
:'A,ccc_:rdixa.g-to the terms of its dec-

-£d.gver all power to the legal gov-
(ernments of the various countries

.rose a social tempest of such pro-
| porfions that it could have over-
{ turned everything. Men and women
of all ages, without distinction of
| political opinions,
| streets

People’s Committee of the south-
| ern region on Aug. 19. Groups came

.power of the people!”

Cholon_ région .pledged their lives
| before their banner to the fight for

an Indo-Chincse comrade who per-
sonally played a leading role in
the Indo-Chinese revolution. This!
is the first dirvect ifestimony veach-
ing ws on the revelutionary upris-!
ing in- Indo-Ching and the activily
of the Trotskyist movement, which,
despile the ierrible bloiwcs il has
imperialist and
Stalinist reaction, continues to live
and 1o struggle in the vanguard of
the Indo-Chinese-revolution—=Ed.
On Aug. 16, 1945, at 9 c’clock]
in the morning, the news of|
the definitive  defeat of Japa-
nese imperialism was announced
throughout all the countries of
Indo-China. Next day the Japanese

ministration of the native peoples.

laration, Japanese imperialism turn-

which-made up former French Indo-
China; Viet-Nam, Cambodia and
Laos. These peoples, the same degc-
laration added, were independent
from then on, with the right to
self-determination.

..Several hours after this news was

from factory to street,
frem one family to another, there

flocked to the
in turbulent waves; they
swore to struggle to the last drop
of blood for the complete libera-

The workers of the Banco guar-
ter of the city of Saigon, the first
to start moving, set up the first

out into the streets with guns stolen
from the Japanese and hidden for
many months. Others had pistols
of obscure origin. Those without
firearms ‘had poeignards. or bamboo

ing their weapons, they formed into
armed detachments of fifiy, a hun-
dred or two hundred, and marched
together . from one street to an-

rather than - slavery!. Defend .the

On the morning of Aug. 20, hun-
dreds of commiftees of the Youth
vanguard throughout the Saigon-

By Lucien ;i
This article -— the jfirst in @
series of foun — wwas writien by |

yewitness Descrzb

Fight Discrimination

These Oklahoma University students are about to mail President

Truman a package containing the
ment of the U. S. Constitution.

They burned the amendment, which
guarantees civil rights, to protest the school’s ban on Negro students.

ashes of a copy of the 14th amend-

Federated Pictures

the largest working class quarter of
the city, elected its People’'s Com-
mittee. The committee proclaimed
the complete abolition of the for-
mer power and that henceforth,
from August 20, 1945, at 10 o'clock
in the morning, only this Committee
would be considered the legal power
of the quarter.

PEASANTS RISE UP

In the following days, mass or-
ganizations of many social and po-

litical tendencies shot up like mush-

TO0ms.

From Aug. 19 on, rumers flew
from one end of the capital to the
other that the peasants were in
revolt in the provinces, Armed
demonstrations and terrorist acts
alarmed the ecapitalists and feudal-
ists.

The peasants of the province of
Sadec pillaged a dozen of the mag-

-nificent villas of their masters on

August 19. They also set fire to
a large number of granaries over-
flowing with rice. Many  notables
and functionaries were arrested by
the peasants and a number of them
were immediately shot. The com-
munity police had been hurled into
the water without trial by the revo-
lutionary masses; the former serv-
ants of the French and, Japanese

llherty The Phu-Nhuan gquarter,

governments, labeled en bloc as

other cities, have forced theirt
Parliament to repudiate the
newly signed 20-year-treaty of
milifary alliance with England.
Premier Sayod Saloh Jabr had to
flee the country twelve days after

fhe signed the treaty'in Portsmouth,

England.

For two weeks the country was
convulsed by mass demonstrations
in which many were
killed - and -hundreds injured and
buildings burned and wrecked. This
uprising culminated in the fall of

jthe government that.was betraying
‘I the will of the people.

The pact
was denounced by the demonstra-
tors as “written in ink and repudi-

| ated in blood.”

The discovery of vast oil re-
sources in the Near East, together
with the beginnings of industriali-
zation during the Second World

| War, have augmented the wealth
1of these desert lands and strength-

.ened the nationalist sentiments
among their peoples. The weaken-

1ing ~of the British Empire, which

gave greater independence to In-
dia, has further served to encour-
age the independence mwvement.
FROPS UP REACTION

According to the -terms of the
Portsmouth treaty, the British
agreed to return two important
airfields te Iraq but reserved the
right to use these fields until all
peace treaties, arising from the
SBecond World War, were signed.
“British “advisers” were to remain
in key posts and British troops
could be dispatched fo® Iraq in case
of ‘War or the imminence of -war.
And who can deny that war will re-
main imminent until its actual out-
break? As in Greece and Turkey,
the treaty meant the bolstering of
reactionary governments by the
imperialist overlords.

But: the people of Iraq had other
ideas. When their government of-
ficials sold out -to. England, the

—the only method yet devised to
end exploitation, Their great vic-

.
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magsges resorted to militant struggle

Iraq Revolt Upsets
reaty with Britain

By Arthur Burch

Awakening from their thousand-year slumber, the people
of Irag, by means of mass demonstratlons in Baghdad and

sts as well as the Amencan indus-
trialists who are converging on this
part of the globe.

Writing: from Damascus,
Adams Schmidt, N. ¥. Times re-
porter, stated: “The governments
of the Arab states must at this
stage in history take militant na-
tionalist opinion into careful con-
sideration or suffer the conse-
quences. This public opinion is not
what Americans are accustomed
to.”

FAR-REACHING EFFECTS

English Foreign Minister Bevin
had pronounced the treaty with
Irag as a “model” agreement in-
tended as a pattern for. similar
treaties with the neighboring states
of Trans-Jordan, Saudi-Arabia and
Egypt. But the repercussions of
the Iragian mass actlons were So
far-reaching that Emir Feisal, pre-
mier of Saudi-Arabia, was forced to
cancel his trip to England. The
premier of Trans-Jordan, now in
England, is now insisting on better
terms lest he receive the same
treatment from his -people. And
Egypt continues to balk at British
demands.

The American monopolists hoped
that the repudiation of the Irag
ireaty would enable them {o replace
British imperialism as the overlond
of the Arab countries. But they
are learning that their predatory
schemes are similarly adversely af-
fected by the rising mnationalist
movement i the Near East. The
Synan Parhament is holding wp the |
agreement on’ the trans-Arabia ail
pipe line from the Persian Gulf to
Lebanon. Wall Street also faces
difficulties-in Iraq where Standard
0Oil owns a .considerable share in the
Iraq Petroleum Company..

The small nations of the world
are fed up with the imperialist bul-
lies. They are determined to win
their freedom. The American work-

Dana

Near East, allies in the ‘common |
struggle -against the Wall Stleeb ex-

tory:gtunned the -Bnitlsh imperial- |

ploiters. : \

[ . . o

ing class has, in the peoples of the

enemies of the people, saw all their
property go up in flames.

In Lonxugen, a peasant province,
some two hundred mnotables and
community police were stabbed to
death.

At Trung-Bo (central region of
Viet-Nam), the revolutionary peas-
ants began to drive out the royalist-
imperialist mandarins as early as
the middle of August, and with.
arms took possession of the courts
and local administration offices.
During the same period,
ments of armed peasants made sur-

posts and captured arms and am-
munition.

In the second week in August, the
proprietors of Bac-Bo (northern re-
gion) experienced the same fate as
their brothers in Nam-Bo. In sev-
eral villages, granaries, villas and
lands were confiscated on behalf of
the People’s Committees. Great pro-
prietors and former functionaries
were placed before people’s courts
where they were publicly tried by
a showing of hands by the village’
inhabitants. Several hundred faith-
ful old servants of France and of
the Japanese military staff were

‘wage scales. Aillee’s wage-frecze
detach- | _

prise attacks on Japanese 1m11Lary :

beheaded.

and 5064 or 36.3% in 1946; for the

Events

MOVE TO OUTLAW

Premier de Gasperi's government
last week issued a decree outlawing
“all private associations of a mill-
tary character” and providing “se-
vere penalties' for anyone poss2ssing
arms or explosives. Tha decresz was
aimed at the National Association
of Italian Partisans, controlled by
the Stalinists and their allies in the
Socialist Party led by Pietro Nenni.
The press of the latter attacked the
decres violently. But the officialdom
of the partisans group formally de-
clared that it would “limit itseli in
future to welfare work” and “would
keep out of politics.”

The gevernment meve. which cau-

tiously refrained from naming the;

T VI

I_s.bor Prime M;mstm Attlee, 1rol-

lowlng the crisis created by the
devaluation of the French franc,
proclaimed a new government policy
freezing wages and appealing to the
capitalists to “hold the Iline” on
prices and profits. Since the govern-
ment has no. machinery to control
the latter, the new policy means
that the workers are again to‘bear
the bhurden of the g:’owing economic
orisis.

The Trade Union Congre&s ap-
proached the government .several|
weeks before for wage increpses,
since prices had long outdistanced

C. P. WINS IMPORTANT LOCAL ELECTION

- An important loeal election in the
working class suburb of Malakoff
near Paris on Jan. 18 showed that
the Communist (Stalinist) Party is
holding its own, while the de Gaul-'
lists lost slightly. The Socialists and
Catholics made small gains com-
bining into a “Third Force” bloe.

The Stalinists received 6,282 votes
or 48.1% as against 6,181 or 45.8¢
in 1947 and 6,931 or 48.3% in 1946,
‘omparative votes for the Socialists
and Catholics were 2,427 or 18.5%
as against 2,284 or 16.9% in 1947

International Scene\

By Paul G. Stevens

On the

ITALIAN PARfis‘ANs

organization aimed “at, as ueli-l._
the counter-move of the :pa
leaders, which nppears.so mm
dating, are in the nature
election maneuvers, . .Th
Italian elections are” exps
mark an outbreak of the-date
civil war. Neither the capita,
ernment nor the Stalinigp:d
cherish the prospect. . ,Qa

they will be able chmm@
workers. But neither  is.gverse

capitalize on the . threat: mp 21k
-tloneeli.ng purposes., .

aroused gmt rescnh'nep'il" b
ranks. A serious clash betw

unions and the Labor governy
expected to result. The:
workers, while adamant-against:
attacks on the government by
Torjes, have . grown: increa
restive with the Attlee policy.
p]aced the Labor Pa.rty in,.

stead the lahor government,@ '_
trying to save capitalism. 51‘338 '

litical crisis.

de Gaullists, 4,284 orM% asa
4,888 or 36.2% -in 1947 and 'M'!
16.19% in 1946.: g
‘The defeat suffered by the
ists in -the  November-De¢
strikes and the ensuing splif
General Confederation’ of
controlled by -thém; has nét-refledd
itself in the parllamentaf'y {
these figures rﬁveal. They also
that, while there is no rusi'
petty ‘bourgeoisie to the :de /G
banner, the reactionary ‘mover
remains a serious threat, =i

BACK HOME by Bill Maul-
din, William Sloane As-

sociates, 1947, 315 pp., $3.50

Bill Mauldin, like millions of vet-
erans, went through the disillus-
ionment of the reconversion period
after his discharge from the army.
He tells all about it in a book called
Back Home, a sequel to his Up
Front.

In Back Home, Mauldin takes a
parting crack at publicity seeking
generals, at the army separation
centers, at faithless war brides.

He slaps at used-car racketeers
and lets us know that he got stuck
on one used car and paid $2100 for
another. He spent some time in
Hollywood and shares with us his
discovery that many Hollywood big-
shots are phonies: He has a few
comments to make on the housing
crisis ‘and the rough deal we vets
are getting. He is also against Jim
Crow, but thinks “the South’s angry
‘and bitter fear of the Negroes is
due in large part to the . . . ex-
cesses” committed by Southern
Negroes in the Reconstruction per-
iod after the Civil War.
of vicious ignorance Mauldin con-
siders “childishly elementary Amer-
ican history.”

He attacks the KKK, the Amer-
ican -Legion,  totalitarianism and
bigotry, but favors Universal Mili-
tary Training and American .im-
perialism. Some of the book's
omissions are equally significant in
showing the author's attitucde.
Mauldin hasn't a word to say about
the demobilizatiorl demonstrations,
the post-war strikes, the Taft-Hart-
ley Law. <3
Mauldin winds up by saying:

. I got my big burden off my
chest by getting this book out. I
don’t ask anybody to agree with me,

i

ers of anything.
.creeping up; my bank account
grows, my radical years are almost
over. I want to stick this thing on
my bookshelf as a reminder of my
wild days so I can read it over and
be a little more tolerant of the next
generation of upstarts.”

Mauldin trades on the deservedly
fine reputation of Up Front to put
Back Home across. But Up Front,
‘unlike Back Home, was nol writ-
ten and drawn for Mauldin, but
for the millions of enlisted men.
As a soldier, Mauldin intimately

This piece |/

nor do I hope to‘convince any read-:
I simply feel age|

have had illusions abouf the New
Deal, the Fouir Freedoms, why we
fought, how to reform the -Army,
etc. But he didn’t merely dwellon
this. He drew the enlisted men;
their loyalty and devotion to each
other; their antagonism to the of-
ficers; their generosity and humor;
how they lived and how they drank.
He drew their abilities and initia-
tive; their desire to go home and
work with the people they knew
back home to build a betier world.

In the case of many veterans, the
enlisted man’s class experiences in
the Atmy developed to more con-
scious levels. In common with
their civilian class brothers, they
took part in the postwar struggles:
in the factory and on the picket
line. This was not the case with
Mauldin. In Back Home he tries

to live on a memory of the past,

but because he is isolated from the

a <lead memory.
Back Home may well mark N
din’s turning point from gis
ioned liberal to ont—anll-out "
servative. ‘The book is thys
tomatic of & whole layer in
the middle class, which s
ering in the crisis of today, a8
as those veterans whe haye,
been able to dintegrate themsel
since their  discharge. ‘Thess
men who have heen.unghle.4o:
their class Toots, ' “They are:
sincere in their. desire for g e
world. They are. disaat@sﬂqd‘
have little faith in the gurrent:
of politicians. But unless' i
be caught up by ‘the: wuﬂéhﬁ
which will take the “leaider
reconstruct society, they as

of serious mischiefi: :

Activities of ‘Militant’ Readers ﬂndﬁhe

Socialist Workers Pa

AKRON—4 So. Howard St., 2nd fl. Mon,
through Fri., 1 to 9 p. m.; Branch meeting
Sun. 8 p. m.; Socialist Yuut.h Chlh meet-
ing Sun. 3 p. m.

BOSTON—30 Stuart St.,
Tres.,, 7:30-9:30 p. m.

BUFFALO-MIJ:tant Forum, 629, Main
8t., Znd fl. Phone MAdison 3%60. Every
afternobn except Sun.

CHICAGO—777 W. Adams (corner Hal-
sted), Phone DEArborn 4767. Daily except
Sun., 11 am.-5 p. m. Library, bookstore,

CLEVELAND — 1l.itant Forum, Sun.,
8:30 p. m., Peck’s Hall, 1446 1, 82nd St.
(off Wade Park Ave.). )

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave. Phone
TY 7-6267. Mon. through Sat,, 12-65 p. m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St. Daily 7-9
p. m. Open house, Sat. eve. Forum, Sun.
eve.,

LOS ANGELES -— Militant Publ. Assn.,
316%% W. Rico Blvd.
4644. Daily, 12-5 p, m.

SAN PEDRO-—Militant, 1008 E, Pacific

Room 214,
WATTS—Militant, 1729 E. 97th St.
LYNN, (Mass.)—44 Central Sq., Rm. 11
Sat. 16 @ m.

p. m.

Sat., 1-5 p. ‘m,

S. bth St.
p. m. \
MINNEAPOLIS—10 So, 4th St. Phone
Main 7781. Daily except Sun, 10 a. m.-
6 p. m. Library, bookstore.
NEW HAVEN — Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd fl., Tues, 8-10:30 p. m.
NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave. Phone
Blgelow 38-2574. Reading room, -~week
n_i:ghtg, 7-10 p.. m. !
NEW YORK CITY (Hq.)—116 Univers-
ity PL Phone GR. 5-8149.

Meon. through Fri.,, 7:30-8:30

‘shared the war-time experiences of
-his. comrades, . - He persomﬂly may

EAST SIDE—2561 E. Houston St. 1st

Phone Richmond’

Discussion, Tues., 7:80

MILWAUKEE — Militant Bookshop, 608

HARLEM—103 W. 110~ sr... iR g
Phone MO, 2-1BG6. .Dpsu di
Thur., 8 p. m ‘ 1

BRONX-—1034 Pmaact A e
fl. Phone LU. 8-0101, :
BROOKLYN—635 Funn :

S5T. 3-7433. "

CHELSEA—130 W. 2Bd

CH. 2-9434,

OAKLAND {Gal )—Wrﬁﬁ
1851," Oaklavd 4. ¥

- PHILADELPHIA — 1.803-105 W
Avesy: 2nd £l .Phone ﬁtg?
Open daily. I‘nl‘l-ml. Fx:l, 8., e

PITTSBURGH — 1418 th i
fl. Open meetings, lst_& -
p. ni. Marxist Study Casp. 'Nl‘ur

SAN . DIEGO (Cal)—For «ind
write P.-0. Box 857.

SAN FRANCISCO—1739 'Fillmm
4th {l. [Phone FI. 6-0410. Dally-
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m. g

SEATTLE — Maynard Bldt
South & Washington. Phope.
Mon.. through Sat., 125 . 'm
meeting, Fri, 8 p. m.. Llhm?'

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand
312. Phone Jefferson 8&42 Fomm.
7:30-10 p. m.

BT. PAUL—10 -Cedar St.
field 1137. Daily except Su
. m. Bookstore. Fom';n, Srﬁ.rﬁ
month, 3:30 p. m. y

TACOMA (Wash )—W.l:if.e P
1079. Meeting, ‘Wed., 8 P
Hal]. 6th & Fawcetﬁ. o=

TOLEDO —-113 St. Clair St.,
Open daily.

YOUNGSTOWN — 115 B, Mm&
Rm. 2302, Phone. -8-1355 y E
11 & m.-4:80 p. m,
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It was one evening last summer. The sun had
g8t but it wasn't dark yet. The sky was a light blue-
jreen. with ‘a great fan of orange over Number

&t One Furnace,

For quite a while I had been
watching the man on the camp
stool over where the steel plant
fence comes around near Number
One, and after the cast when I
had brought up the heat I walked
over to the fence.

“You work in there?” the man
. asked, pointing a thin paint brush
irection of the smouldering ladles.

.\@\aﬁ-(’-,' :
e to, for a while. I'd get some real pictures

“You'd get a lot more than that.” I
d my face and neck with a soggy blue ban-

peered through the woven wire fence at the can-
¢ up in front of the man. There was Number
ne, golden iron dashing out of the third spout into
[ ,_].Q,d_lé; The stoves were verv black against the
blue=green sky, and the orange glow fanned out ahove
th furnace. He had caught the cast perfectly, even
I : dark little figures ‘of the gang up on the bright
. frnace: floor.

CUTHptd ‘great,” I said. “You caught it just right.”

Vhat do you do for a living?” I asked.

"Hé grinned. “Paint,” he said.

“Tidon't get it.” :

A"shadow of reluctance, of distaste crossed the

man'’s face. It-was easy to see that there was just
‘yacation a year with just so many days to it, and

he didn’t go on vacation for the sake of talking about

his jeb. But he told me anyway.

I work for a magazine syndicate,” he said, “I'm

an. ilustrator.” 3
'Well, that's painting, isn't it?”

The Speedup

By Theodore Kovalesky

I'm 4 factory worker like ten million
other guys. I'm like a man on a conveyor at Ford's.
Speed, speed, production! You think I paint like this
when I do illustrations? 'Oh, it’s not merely that I
don’t pick the subject I'd like to paint, like when I
came out here to paint these furnaces with the molten
metal pouring out of them. This is too slow, too per-
fect.

“An illustrator,” he went on, “has his machines like
any other factory worker. You know how we work it?
Suppose I'm doing one for a love story and I want a
fellow and girl on a couch, kissing. I get a couch and
a couple of models. We get the right pose and snap
a picture of them. Then I put the picture in a pro-
jector and flash it on a screen and fill it in with paint,
just like a child with tracing paper. It's faster that
way. Any kid out of art school could do it just as well
as I do, maybe better. And I wanted to be a great
artist!”

“You must make pretty good money,” I said.
“Couldn't you do it your own way and maybe furn out

“Hell, no!

a little less?” <

“Not if I want to keep my contract,” the man
smiled wearily.
I thought of the question people always ask me,

that foolish questién that's answered even hefore it’s =

asked. “Why don't you quit and do the kind of work
vou like?”

He laughed and answered the way the boys
in the furnace gang answer. “When you're a married
man with kids and you've got a job, you don't just
quit like that.” b

“You know,” he said, dabbing a bhright yellow
brush on the flaming part of the painting, “every
vear it gets worse. The bright boys eome out of
school with new ideas for twrning out the work
faster, and you've got to keep up with them . .. "

‘I know,” T said. I thought of my cousin, Ralph,
running his turret lathe. I thought of office workers
and salesmen wearing themselves out like the boys in
the plant, driven with nerve-cracking speed. Maybe
the workers need Socialism most, I was thinking, but

£ theyre not the only ones that need it!

¢ Negro Struggle

Jim - Crow. segregation of Negro soldiers is “in
Anterest of national defense.” That's what Secre-

of the Army Royall said last week, and he wasn’t
: speaking for himselffalone. That
is the view of all the brass hats
and of both capitalist parties and
of the Truman administration,
just as it was of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration during the last war.
They feel so strongly about it

5 __ .that Royall, while grudgingly
ng the New Jersey National Guard permission
tn;enlist' members-on a non-segregated basis “for the
ent,” in effect warned the other 47 states that
ey would, be denied funds and equipment for their
tional Guatds if they tried to do the same. You
Bon see how vital this question is to the brass hats
who, while howling for more military appropriations
“peacetime conscription, are willing to disrupt and
alyze a section of their armed forces reserves rather
L‘ “permit any interferece with the reign of Jim

> This question is equally vital to the Negro people
ﬁnq._the_organimd labor movement. To understand
how 'vital, just stop and ask yourself: What kind of
“national defense” is it that requires the degrading
separation of white and Negro troops? What is actu-
ally being defended under conditions where soldiers
are . driven into military ghettos solely on the basis
. of‘the color of their skins?

5 Democracy and the four freedoms? That is what
: capitalist rulers and their servile propagandists
ay; but it is an obscene lie. With their mouths they
spout ‘beautiful phrases, but their hands wield the

Jim Crow and “National Defense”
: By éibert Parker

whip of “white supremacy” even in the armed forces.

When they talk about “national defense,” they are
not talking about democratic practices, which they
violate a thousand times each day. They are talking
about defense of the capitalist system—of profits to
be coined out of the exploitation of labor at home and
abroad. What they want to defend is the “Ameri-
can way of life” that enables them to suck these
profits out of the toil of the working people.

Racial discrimination and oppression are basic
parts of that “way of life” because they- divide the
workers and thus make it easier for them to be ex-
ploited. In that sense the capitalists are wholly cor-
reet in contending that military Jim Crow is “in the
interest of national defense.”

But such “natiorial defense” is not in the interest
of the workers. The result of “national defense” in
World War II was monstrous profits for the em-
ployers, the Taft-Hartley Act for the unions, raging
inflation for the consumers, and attempts to perpetu-
ate the second-class citizenship status of the Negro
people in all spheres of life. What reason is there to
think that “national defense” in World War III will
have any different or better outcome?

What the workers need to defend and extend are
their democratic rights. To do that they must unite,
regardless of color, and fight relentlessly against the
reactionary defenders of exploitation, oppression and
Jim Crow. “National defense” will have real meaning
for the working people only after they have taken the
nation out of the “grip of the capitalist enemies of
democracy and begun to run it on a truly democratic
basis. ; '

“‘*Those no-good, chicken-livered congressmen!”
id ‘the General. “Theyre a perfect example of
Wr wrong with this country. Not enough disci-
‘_ﬁef ‘Wish I had some of them under my command.
T'd teach them . ..”

“But after all, it's perfectly understandable,” said

how ‘much they sympathize with us, they don't like
ke chances. Especially since Wallace has made
ch @& big issue.”

~""T'nope ‘no one will feel offended by my bringing
this:- point up again” said the Preacher a little
hesitantly, because the Banker and the General
running the show and didn't like to be crossed
‘when things were going well. “But I still think

iversal training, rather than universdl military
ining.” In delicate situations of this kind a name
an' pldy. a- most important part* If we had only . .."”

However, this was an old and familiar complaint,
yqnd' the others ignored it. .The problem now was
How to get Congress to pass the peacetime conscrip-
tlon. bill, not how to satisfy old women.

1 don't know what else we can do,” said the
Editor with an audible sigh. “Editorials, front page
stories, letters to the editor, excerpts from sermons—
€ can do more of it perhaps, but not better.”

The Bright Young Man who taught philosophy
Tone. of the universities leaned forward and en-
-gaged-the Banker in a whispered conversation. The
ieral, who could hear them, grunted half-con-
emp_tuoqsly and chewed on his cigar. Everyone else
. ted: in. respectful silence.

eh _';?hgn the Banker spoke: “There is no need for
us.to reproach ourselves. Our work has been s0
’l}!’;feqnve.‘that even the AFL Council is reconsidering
traditional opposition to UMT, and you all know
iseldom they change their position on anything,
. Public opinion polls we took so much trouble
arrange have produced ‘results’ exteeding our

Patriots at Work

By John F. Petrone

wildest hopes. The government’s money used for
our objectives has been well spent. If necessary, we
could stage some dramatic international ‘incident’
but we would prefer to hold that as a last resort.
Meanwhile, however, we can proceed to let the people
exert direct pressure on Congress. How? By the
holding of mass meetings and demonstrations which
will raise such a clamor for UMT that Congress will
have to act.”

As was to be expected, this proposal met with
tinanimous acclaim.
The opening shot in the campaign would be a meet-
ing in New York. No expense was spared, no effort
was overlooked, publicity was plentiful. The Seventh
Regiment Armory at Park Ave. and 6Tth St. was
chosen as the appropriate place. Feb. 5 was chosen
as the time. The National Security- Committee, which
claims to represent 53 veteran and civilian organiza-
tions, all of them 100% patriots and advocates of
UMT, was chosen as sponsor of the meeting.

President Truman was asked to send a special
message to the audience. Twe list of distinguished
speakers included Owen J. Roberts, former Supreme
Court Justice and national chairman of the National
Security Committee; Robert P. Patterson, former
Secretary of War; Joseph C. Grew, former ambassa-
dor to Japan; and in keeping with the civilian tone
of the meeting, only one general and no admirals.

o = &

The meeting was a grand success, judging by the
four-foot-long report in the Times the next morning:
All the dignitaries were present on the speakers’
stand, with lengthy speeches designed to prove peace
was impossible without conscription.’ All the news-
papers and press associations were represented at the
press table. There was only one hitch—out of 7,-
835,000 people in New York, the 53 veteran and civilian
organizations were able to round up less than 3,000,
not counting a couple dozen pickets outside the ar-

mory. So we'd better get ready for that international
incident.

Notes from the News

y MINE _S'I_‘RIKE?—-John L. Lewis, United Mine
_rl{ers president, has written the coal operators that
e linion reserved the right “to take any independent

ment of the contract.”

__fimd, previously won by. the union, has about
million dollars, none of which is being paid out
ise of the mine operators’ sabotage,

Xl

action necessary to the enforce-per and will

CO-OPERATIVE HOSPITAL — CIO, AFL and
RR Brotherhood workers have set up a hospital in
Duluth, Minn., which is scheduled to open in Septem-
be operated on a co-operative basis.

; This ac-$20,000 of the purchase pri ! i
tion stems from the refusal of the 7 Y i msnte

operators’ representatives to agree
to the union pension proposal, un-
 der which every miner 60 yearsto be
old, with 20 years of service, would
‘receive $100 a month. The pen-

through subseriptions .by union members and bulk
union contributions. The balance will be paid at the
rate of $10,000 over eight years. The hew hospital is
known as the Arrowhead Health Center,
L * L]
TAFT-HARTLEY COMPLIANCE — Members of
Ford River Rouge local of the auto union voted 7,548

to 4,658 to sign the “yellow dog” affidavits of the Taft-
Hartley Law.

W R —— TR |

Plans were quickly formulated..

L L
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Army Says Jim Crow Segregation .
Will Continue for

Miners Need --A Plan
Of Community Action

By Mm‘gan West (ing goal which would elicit the sup-
About 90% of the members POt of all

; . The company stm:es sell their
of the United Mine \Norlcersigm:Idﬁ at. unbeliévabio. pices: and

take almost no active part in have their bills “checked-off” at the
union activity. They don't even | company office. Why can't these
come to meetings. The “regulars”|stores be taken over by the umnion
who attend and are
rathér old and will certainly be wn-| That alone would cut the living ex-
able to defend their tnion in the i penses of the miner h}r many a per-
coming preat battles of the de-|cent,

pression without active support of | wpa medical services provided by

the others. Indeed, it is from the company doctors and company in-

90 of inactive members that the | syrance programs are almost worth-
future leaders must come.

ess. For es : i

Ask any number of men why they Luise &Oeu:::%e f:: o];l;ngth\}lgtlr;:
don't come to union meetings. ¥ In in Scotts Run, West Virginia, a
one way cr another almost every-|nine qoctor should not have to care
one 01r them w:I.I say it is be(‘auseifor more than two or three hundred
:22 ;’é‘g{fg é’;oﬁizn:m‘i‘;? not me‘?t'peome‘ at most. Instead, Douglas

: has eight to ten thousand under
_For the nast 30 years the program | his care and “it is getting worse all
of the UMW has been “higher the time” The men pay but the
wages.” That is all. Now high "goctor  works for the company.
wages are very fine, but as every qpne yesponse of the rank and file

miner knows they don't solve the | : B
: . would be overwhelm if the UMW
sky-rocketing inflation, or the medi- | e

1 bl a 5 | should put forward the slogan of
cal problems, or educational needs.|.union doctors” and an industrial
‘The wage scale can be only one

. W e medical and insurance system to be
point in the program of union de- | provided for by -state funds
mands. No other union in thei Ouly . f "I;

U. S. which even approaches the ;. HAY 2 DRORTAID. O, POIMIRUHLLYLAG
size of the UMW has so obstinately 00 and community planning will
refused to better the living condi- bring out the rank and file m111_-
tions of its members through so- | tancy of former years and permit
cial action. Many unions provide Phe mingr %o lead, & hyman ez
medical insurance plans on a mnon- iahenae. .

profit basis, libraries, co-operative | GREATER OPPOSITION

stores, educational programs, .and so To be at all effective, the or-
on. But not the UMW. ganization and administration of
Yet a program of community ac-|community action for union stores,
tion would be of the greatest value | union dectors, centralized cities, ete.,
to the. mine union members. A | would have to be under strict work-
wage increase alone means very | ers’ democracy. And the taking
little to the miner. Within three|gver of company stores, and the
weeks after the last increase”the | destruction of the old ties which
cost of living had eaten up the gain. | the operators have over the miners
In the isolated coal camps it is im- | would provoke far greater opposi-
possible for a single individual to|tion from the owning class than
secure the advantages enjoyed by |a mere wage increase,

a city worker. What miner ecan .

provide his children with a Mbrary? | grer o peasi Mo Thing: O

Many have no water supply even. |pe gears 44 involve the broad ranks
A FIGHTING GOAL i of the union in militant action. The
-Community action aimedl at | Very scale of such a campaign would
changing the living and working |restore a lot of fighting initiative
conditions of the mihing area would | 2nd autonomy to the local unions.
bring thousands and hundreds of |And by the same token, would en-
thousands of miners, who now nev- | danger Lewis' present bureaueratic
er attend union meetings, into ac- | stranglehold over the union.
H;:ty;mdmg:;:;‘?ln fl{f'r aevgi:?rbli::iln;'[ Th.e ik 1_'nust b? Todaro
¥ 3 e tvatle. ngelinit b - | the rank and file. It is a long road
p meet| but those who have the courage to

‘it. But if the union were to bold- : i : ;

ly press for a sliding scale of wages | begin will find many allies among
providing fer a cost of living bonus | € 90% of the members who are
to be given with every rise in the oW inactive, but are waiting for a

cost of living, it would be a fight- |fighting solution to their prdblem-;.

NEW TAX BILL
FAVORS THE RICH

A bi-partisan vote by more than two-thirds of the House of Repre-
sentatives, or enough to override a veto, has passed the Knutson tax bill,
and the measure is now before the Senate. : .

This bill represents a big grab for those with the largest incomes.
At a time when Big Business is making more profits than ever before,
this bill would hand out additional billions to the upper-income brackets.
It’s strictly “relief for the greedy.”

The supporters of the bill are spreading a lot of ballyhoo that the
workers will also get some reductions under the bill. But their benefits

tax reduction most,

.See how this bill favors the rich and continues to soak the imor:
Look at the figures showing how much the bill would add to the take-
home pay of tax-payers at both ends of the income scale:

For example, a married couple with two children and an income
of $2,400 would take home an additional $76 a year, or an increase of
3.3%. But a married couple with the same number of children and an

income of $100,000 would gain $18,077 a year, or a boost of 487,

The chart printed below gives a full picture of the projected tax

steal. It also emphasizes the need for a bill placing the tax burden on
those who are most able to pay,

Tax the rich, not the poor! Give tax relief to those who need it, not
to those already wallowing in profits and luxury! Repeal the payroll tax!
Abolish all taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

Here is the setup under the Knutson tax bill: , \
MARRIED COUPLE WITH TWO CHILDREN

Net Income  Take-Home Take-Home Increase % Increase

Pay Under Pay Under In Take- In Take-

ik Present Law New Bill Home Pay Home Pay
$ 2,000 $ 2,000 $ 2,000 $ 0 0.0
2,400 2,324 2,400 76 33
3,000 2,810 2,920 110 39
5,000 4411 4614 203 4.6
7,000 5,955 6,292 337 5.7
10,000 8,138 8,790° T 652 8.0
20,000 14,110 16,344 " 2,234 15.8
30,000 - 18,619 23,023 4,404 23.7
50,000 25,889 34,014 F 8,125 314
100,000 37,699 55,176 ” 18,077 48.0
300?[](]0_ ] 66,300 110,774 44 474 67.1
500,000 93,400 156,060 7 62,660 67.1
1,000,000 161,150 267,03¢ T ¥ 105884 . 65.1

2,000,000 296,660 —~ 488,986 ﬁ 192,336 64.8 1

S o 3

will be peanuts, even though they are hardest hit by inflation and need |

active are and operated on a non-profit basis? |.

Seamen Hit Ship Transfer

st 43 S =3

Pro.csting the proposed transfer of 500 U. 8. ships to European

natiens, more than 600 members of
picket Maritme Commission offices

the CIO National Maritime Union
in San Francisco. They charged

that the plan means 25,000 seamen will lose jobs.

Federated Pictures

Issue of |

farshall Plan
Used to Split |

A scheme calculated to split the world labor movement
on the issue of the imperialist Marshall Plan was perfected last

week in London by represen-+
tatives of the CIO and the|
British Trades Union Congress.

Desnite opposition frem the Stal- |
inist-dominated szctions of the
World Federation of Trades Unions |
(WFTU), the CIO and British TUC
leaders are going ahead with prep-
arations for a conference of unians
from the 16 so-called Marshall Plan
zountries.

INTERNATIONAL BLOC
Their aim is to consolidate an In- |

ternational bloc of labor groups in |
support of the pro-imperialiét West-
ern Bloc heing organized by the U.S.
State Department and the British
Foreign Office. A split in the WCTU |
would he welcomed by the U. S.
State Department.

An ultimatum was sexnt last month
by the TUC leaders {o the WFTU

secretariat in Paris demnnding a

meeting of the WFIU Execulive
Bureau to discuss the Marshall
Plan, Failure to call this meeting |
led to a sharp blast from Arthur|
Deakin, chief British repl‘eseﬁtali\'c.i

|

CALL FOR SPLIT

Deakin's attack was the signal for
the right-wing Belgian trade union |
leaders to issue a call for the Mar-
shall Plan trade union conference |
next month in Belgium. Such a con- |
ference would constitute a split in |
the WFI!U in all but name. This |
split would extend not only' along
national lines, but might tear apart |
existing unions within countries. |
Such a split has already taken place
in the - French Confederation of
Lahor. F |

The AFL leaders are going ahead

with similar State Department-in- |
spived plans. The AFL chiefs have

Protested

DETROIT, Feb. 7 — Tonight
200 officers and leading union-
ists representing 50 UAW local un-
jons in the .Detroit area expressed
vigorous opposition to the infer-
ence of President Walter Reuther,
in his statement to the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, that the
auto workers are ready to accept
the 44-hour week as a solution to
the problem of inflation.

The assemblage also unanimously
went on record to reiteyate its sup-
port of the wage program of a flat
25-cent per hour wage increase, plus
a cost-of-living bonus clause as pro-
posed by five Flint UAW local pres!-
dents.

Strong opposiiion wis voiced to
the proposal to reduce the wage de-
‘mands to 15 cents per hour and that
the auto workers finance their own

pension system. There was also un-

(-n.nalanﬁ;:-d _(;l_f! the Lintin American
countries, Last month they held a

| conference in Lima, Peru, where they

set up the Inter-American Federa-
tion of Labbr as a rival to the Stal-
inist-controlled Latin - American
Lahor Confederation, The AFL has
alse been invited to the conference
in Belgium,

The threatened split in the WPTU
comes three years after it was set
up with the blessings of both the
Kremlin and Washington. Its pur-

| pose was to line up world labor in

the Allied imperialist war camb,
Now it is bemg divided into pro-
imperialist and pro-Stalinist camps
in both cases against the interest of
the workers,

A Stalinist Nomination
For Vice President

Stalinist Clyvde F. Ganaway,
CIO National Maritime TUnion
port agent in Mobile, Alabama,
spoke on Wallace-for-Prasident
at his local meeting. The NMU
Pilot, Feb. G, reports: “Gov.
James (Big Jim) Folsom has an-
nounced he will seek the nomina-
tion for the ‘presidency at the
Damocratic conventicn, Bro.
Ganaway rointed out, saying
that Tolsom and Wallace would
make a good ticket in November.”

A F:h, 7 Associated Press dis-
pateh ¢on the Conference of
Southern  Governers — reports:
“Gav, TFolsom of Alabama advo-
cated support of ‘favorite son’
candidates rpledged to uphold
traditions of ‘white supremacy’ in
the Demoeratic Convention.”

4
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The Army has 'given in to
the demand for unsegregated
units in the New Jersey National
Guard. But it has donhe so reluct-
antly and on a temporary basis, with
reservations calculated to restrict
this change to New Jersey a]one..
And at the same time it has sharply
reaffirmec: the policy of strict segre-
gation of Negroes inside the Army
itself. .

Last November a neéw. state con-
stitution was adopted in New Jersey,
prohibiting segregation because of
race or color in the state’s militia
(or National Guard) and. schools.
The Army is involved-because the
National Guard is one of iis civilian
compenents, getting money and
equipment from the federal govern-
ment. The Army claims the “author-
ity to determine all questions re-
lating to the federally recognized
National Guard.” v

After the new constitution went
into effect at the beginning of the
yowr, the Army ordered: the contin-
nation of segregation in the New
Jersey Guard. Governor Driscoll, In
response {o Negro and laboy pres-
sure, directed the staje Guard of-
ficials to ignore the Army order and
abide by the siate constitution.

On Feb. 8 Secretary of the Army
Royall wrote Driscoll that “for the
Lresent” the Army will give federal
recognition and funds fo the New
Jersey Guard,

portunity is favorable,..the brass
hats intend to withdraw even this

slight concession to the. Negro
people, A /
Royall exnlained the exception

for New Jersey on the ground that

ited segregation.
THE ONLY STATE

Since New Jersey is the only state
with such a constitutional provision,
this means” that the Army will not
grant a sithilar exception to any
other state, including ,those nonth-
ern states which have requested
them.

Royall callzd attention to War Dz2-
pariment regulations requiring, “in
the interest of national defeuse."l
that Negrces “be organized into sep-
arate units” in the Army. These reg-
ulations, he said ‘“will be continued
in force for the regular Army,“ and
except for the New Jersey Guard,
“will also be effective for the fed-
erally recognized civillan compon-
ents of the Army”

wihen Gunrd units are generally
transferred into the regular Army,
the New Jersey Negro Guardsmen
will again be Jim Crowed. .

On Feb. 2, Royall’s superior offl-
cer, the commander-in-chief, Pres-
ident Truman, had sent Congress a
message on civil rights in which he
declared: “I have instructed the
Secretary of Defense to take steps

| to have the remaining instances of
| discrimination in the armed services
| eliminated as rapidly as possible.”

| six short days later, Royall's let-
| ter highlighted the loathsome hypo-

holding Jim Crow segregation, which
is the foundation-stone of ALL the
“instances of discrimination in the
armed services.” ! T

Unsegregated  National: .Guard
units in New Jersey represent a vic-
tory for the opponents of Jim Crow.
But Royall's letter makes it plain
that this victory is very limited,
and that it wiil take a lot more
changes in; constitutions or laws to
achieve genuine equality. Reguired
above all is a change in the capita-
list sccial 'and economic system—a
fundamental c¢hange that will elim-
inate the profit motive .responsible
for race discrimination and oppres-
sion.

animous agreement that repetition
of the “one at a time” strategy of
the GM strike of two vears ago would
weaken the present fight for wage
incronses. -

The sentiment of the bhody was ex-
pressed by Tracy M. Doll, chairman
of the meeting who said, “Reuther’s
proposed 44-hour week appears 1o
us to be the opening wedge to shat-
ter contract provisions which re-
quire overtime rates after 40 hours
per week. If this is not the intent.
then why the proposal at this time?
We strongly reject and resent the
rroposal to meet the problem of the
soaring prices through these lenger
work hotirs. We believe that the de-
mand for a flat 25-cent per hour in-
crease, supported by a cost-of-living
bonus clause so that the wage gain;
we make can be protected and ad=>

Justed against further increases in

the cost of living, is the minimum

i ST e
= e A

Reuther's Views on Longer Week
by 200 UAW Leaders

justed against further increases in
program at this time.i:

“We are also of the opinion that
the men and women in: the plants
are tired of con:peling with ecach
olher in a ‘one-ut-a-time’ strategy.
while the employers sit hack and
drain the resources of .our umion,
We demand: a uniform contract ter-
minption date, as a step toward rais-

contract agreements in the industry.”

The followir:g presidents of local
unions wereselected as a committee
to issye the above statement: Joss
Chatwin, Huagson Local 154; Tony
Czerwinski; Briggs ‘Local 212; Ralph
Urbkan, Packard Local 190; Dave
Miller, Cadillac Local 22; Dalé Har-
ris, West Side Tool and Die Loeal
157; John ‘W. Anderson, Fleetwood

-Local 157 Robert Howren, Chevrolet

Drop Forge Local®282, Rﬁﬁ y
Mackey, Local 983, : '

This means that when the op-"

its constitution specifically prohib- .

This means that in time of war, -

crisy of Truman’s message by up-

ing and establishing uniform wage

%;vm i, -
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