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PRICE: FIVE CENT;

What Labor Must
- Fight For Now

> An Editorial

The break in commodity. market prices should alert Amer-
ican labor to the danger of depression. We cannot say with
certainty that the slump in farm prices is the beginning of an
economic crisis. But we would ‘be blind not to see the warning
sign: Prepare! _

We CAN say with certainty, however, that the drop in
commodity market prices will bring no immediate significant
fall in the cost of living. All business and government sources
advise that retail prices—what the consumer pays—do not re-
flect wholesale price declines until months later. '

As a matter of fact, certain food prices are still rising.|
Many fresh vegetables and fruits are now selling for two and |
three times the prices of a year ago. Meat prices, an Agricul- |
ture Department official warns, may go to higher levels thani
before.

Non-agricultural commodity prices are still up. Price
boosts have been announced for many products, from automo-
biles to men’s suits. Average rents have risen 15% in eight]
months — and landlords hope to torpedo what's left of rent|
controls.

This all poirits to one thing: There must be no let-down
in labor’s drive to restore real wages to the level of the spring
of 1946, NO FORESEEABLE PRICE DEVELOPMENTS
WARRANT THE SLIGHTEST REDUCTION IN PRES-|
ENT UNION DEMANDS FOR BASIC WAGE INCREASES |
OF 25 TO 30 CENTS AN HOUR. And since there can be|
no assurance that prices won’t rise once more, basic wages |
must be fortified by including in all wage contracts the slid-
ing scale cost-of-living bonus. This will provide automatic
pay increases in the event of further price. rises.

Hand-in-hand with the fight for higher wages should go
sfi immediate drive for'freasures to protect the workers against |
inemployment. Unemployment is 3, menace NOW in the midst |
of so-called “prosperity.” : .

Reports from all parts of the country reveal what the
Wall Street Journal has called “creeping unemployment.” The |
U. S. Census Bureau figures disclose a steady rise in unem-\
ployment — 400,000 more in the month of January alone,

Several hundred thousand Detroit auto workers have suf—‘i
fered layoffs for weeks. Now 35,000 Ford workers face a layoff |
of at least three months because of model changes. In Akron, |
ithe rubber center, the Jan. 25 Beacon-Journal reports, “The |
trek to relief agencies has begun in earnest again — what with |
layoffs, increasing cost of living and winter illnesses. It’s the
largest trek since depression years.” New York City's Welfare
Commissioner has asked a 309 increase in the welfare budget

Dan Hoan EEters|_
Mayoralty Race [
In M“Wil_l_kee

Boulton Denounces
Turncoal Socialist

Interest in  Milwaukee’s
mayoralty election increased

with the announcement of Dan
Hoan that he would bow to “pop-
ular demand” and become a candi-
date. Hoan had served as mayor
from 1916 to 1940 as a Socialist.
Since his defeat in 1240 he has
abandoned the Socialist party for
the Democratic party. In 1944 and
1946 Hoan was the Democratic can-
aidate for governor of Wisconsin.
In a speech given the day after
Hoan's announcement, James E.
Boulton, Socialist Workers Party
candidate for mayor, lashed at
Hoan's record of betrayal of the
working class. Boulton assailed
Hoan's deszertion to the Democratiz
party. “Mr. Hoan has done the
greatest damage to the cause of
Milwaukee Socialism by his major
achievement in building a bridge to
the capitalist Democratic Party for
a stream of deserters from the work-
ers’ movement,” asserted Boulton.

cent cold spell.

WALLACE CANDIDATE

Unemployment in Detroit

Thousands of auto workers jammed Deiroit’s Unempleyment Com-
pensation Commission offices te pick up jobless nay checks afler many
factories closed down because of a fuel shortage that followed the re-
UAW President Reuther demanded a Congressional
investigation of the Detroit gas shortage which, it is believed was
artificially created by the utility trust. '

Federated Pictures

This statement was prominently
featured in the Milwaukeée capitalist
press.

The immediate ioser because of
Hoan'’s action will be Frank Zeidler,
the last vote-getter left to the
dving Socialist Party. Zeidler is
running without SP endorsement,
so as not to offend any capitalist
support. He has the tacit backing
of one wing of the Democratic Par-
ty and seems prevared to follow the
same. road that-Hoan.dids. ... ..

Because he is tne only candidate
endorsed by and responsible to a
party organization, Boulton's cam-
paign is meeting with great inter-
est from thousands of Socialist
workers. Despite bitterly cold wea-
ther, Boulton's workers ,found no
difficulty in getting almost 50%
more signatures than the legal re-
quirement.

No Lead in

Philip Murray has informed
the steel corporations that he

is ready to, accept any crumbs
they ‘'may offerin wage negotiations’
this April with the CIO Steel-
workers.

That is the meaning of his demon-
strative declaration on Feb. 16 that
the steel unionm .will not strike to
enforce its forthcoming wage de-
mands. His statement was made to
a press conference after the open-
ing session of the Steelworkers Ex-
ecutive Board meeting on the wage
question.

Murray emphasized that “we do
not propose to abridge, set aside
or ,undermine our collective bar-
gaining agreement” which contains
a no-strike clause operative until
April 30, 1949. Murray and the
steel bosses slipped this shackle on

Steel Union Heads Give
Wage Drive

fied the exact amount
Murray has refused to
whether any specific demand will
be raised in the “wage report” to be

issued by the Wage Policy Commit- |
‘tee after it acts on the Executive

Board's proposals.

What the Sieeiworkers demand,
how they go about getting their de-
mands and what they [inally accept
will have a significant bearing on
the wage.fight of the other CIO
unions, The latter may find their
demands seriously undercut if Mur-
ray accepts a lower figure. Certain-
ly, Murray's no-strike
serves notice to the other
unions that they can expect no
serious support for their wage strug-
gle from Murray.

Murray's pronouncement comes at
the very time the Chrysler workers
are entering negotiations for a 30-

desired, |
intimate |

. midsi of whick they were asked

Lecause of the anticipated rise

in relief cases.

An estimated 14 million workers were unemployed for |
some period during 1947. This year, depression or not, many |
more millions will suffer periods of unemployment.

RIGHT NOW THE DEMAND SHOULD BE RAISED
FOR THE 30-HOUR WEEK AT 40 HOURS PAY AND

FOR UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE EQUAL TO|

TRADE UNION WAGES

Why should the hereditary billionaire Henry Ford II be
able to lay off haif his River Rouge workers whenever he claims
he hasn't enough work for them? Spread the available work
through the shorter work week, with the same take-home pay

as before.

Why should laid off workers be forced to exist on present |
unemployment insurance pittances? Let the jobless worker

compensation equai to his weekly union wages.

Thomas B. McCabe, reactionary
Republican Philadelphia banker
and president of the Scott Paper
Co. (Sizoti Tissue), who was ap-
pointed by Truman as chdirman
of the Federal Reserve Board. He
be assured a decent living standard by receiving unemployment[ repiaces Eccles, the Roosevelt

New Deal financier from Utah.

cent basic wage raise, plus five cents
in welfare demands. Waller Reu-
| ther, auto union head, and other
Murray henchmen undoubtedly will
seize upon a steel settlement as 2
basis for settlements in auto and
| other industries. Reuther has al-
ready weakened the wage demands
of the General Motors workers.

If the CIO workers are to make
substantial wage gains, they will
have to compel the top CIO leaders
to adopt a unified strategy of mili-
tant action that will make the fuli
power of the CIO felt in dealing
|with the corporations. The ranks
will have to insist on a vigorous
drive for their full wage program
i , . * land be especially on guard against
| Ml.JTTﬂYS EX?CU“VE Board, while |attempts to water down the amoun
previously calling for a “substan-|of wage boosts they justifiably de-
j tial” wage increase, has not speci- mand.

the steel workers last spring, when
in return for a skimpy wage raise
that was quickly wiped out by price
rises, he incorporated a two year
no-strike clause into the contract.

Now Murray seems to be planning
to make the same sort of deal, al-
though it would take not less than
a 30-cent an hour basic wage in-
crease to compensate for the rise in
living costs since the last contract
was signed. Most of the other lead-
ing CIO unions are demanding 25
to 30 cenis an hour. The 0il Work- |
ers Industrial Union jeined the auto,
packinghouse, rubber and other
|uniuns by adopting a 30-cent de-
| mand on Feb. 11.

Direct evidence has come to|
light that the U.S. State De-
partment is intervening in af-
fairs of the American labor
movement and is actively influenc-
ing internel policles of the Murray
“leadership: in. the CIO.

This evidence is contained in a
Washington dispatch by Louils Stark,
veteran labor news correspondent, In
the Feb. 11 N, ¥. Times, His article/

‘deals with Philip Murray's t.hrﬁat:l
to purge national CIO appointees
and elected local and state CIO of- |
ficials who back Wallace or refuse
to “go along” with the Marshall
Plan,

The State Department, Stark dis-
closed, recently demanded from top
CIO officials an “explanation” for
the action of Paul Schnurr, secrs- |
tary of the San Franecisco CIO Coun- |
cil, because he wrote officials of
French and Italian labor unions

that the Taft-Hartley Act Is “the]
| tieularly in connection with thelr

domestic program of American Im-
perialism which now attacks iree
trade unions in the European coun-
: tries as well.” ;
When ftop CIO leaders found out
_about Schnwrr's letter, “they began
an iriguiry,” Stark writes, “in the

by the Siate Department for an
explanation of the ‘incident’.”

This high-handed interveniion by
the State Department should have
been sternly repudiated by the CIO
leaders. Instcad they bhowed and
scraped, and hastened to assure
their State Department bosses that
they had already dealt with the
offending member.

They told the State Department,
reports Stark, that they “had re-
buked Mr. Sshnurr and had advised
him that any ecmmunicaiions ad-
dressed to members of the world
lahor federation must channel
through the national CIO offices.”
This would amount to complete cen-
sorship under the inspiration of
the 'Sinte Department, of free n-
terchange of opinior between CIO
members and unionists in other
lands.

The CIO top leadership’s “State
Devnsrimeni unionism” has hecome a
crying international scandal, par-

support of American imperialisin’s
aid to the bloody monarchical dle-
tatorship in Greece.

After hailing - Truman's military
backing of the Greek dictatorship
as “ald to democracy,” the CIO
leaders were considerably embar-

rassed when the Greek ‘governmcnt
on Dec. 8, 1947 passed its own ver-
sion of the Taft-Hartley Act WHICH
INCLUDED THE DEATH PENAL-
TY FOR STRIKERS.

But for nearly two months the
CIO leaders kept silant about the
fascistic anti-labor decrees In
Greece. Finally, after they were sud-
jected te much pressure, the CIO
Executive Board on Jan. 22 voted
to requsst the U. S. State Depart-
ment to lodge a protest againsé the

responsible
the Greex

March, has chosen a
National Executive for
Labor moverent.”
This means that when the Greeck
despotism has wmurdered enough
leaders of the Greek workers and

rules the “free” Greek unions.
Clinton Golden reached the
heights of cynicism in his answer
Lo a protest sent Ly a CIO Tobacce
Workers official on the arrest of
Antonios Ambatielos, head of the

fully reorganized the Greek Coi-| Greek Confederation of Maritime
federation of Labor wunder control | Workers, who faces a death sen-
of its own stooges, then the govern- | tence. Golden sa.d: “Those trag

ment might death-to-

strikers law.

repeal the unicnists and others who desire to

cast their lot with the Communists
must assume whataver coes

Tick

The CIO leaders are now trylng

| “diminish the support among Amer-

| minister says he will “progose” re-

to apply a new coat of whitewasn
to the Greek dictatcrship. Clinton
Golden, Murray's representative on
Truman’s “American Mission to Aia
Greece,” on Feb. 13 told the N. Y.
Times correspondent in Athens that
the “‘elections” of Greek government
hirelings in Greek unions are "un-
der conditions permitting free bal-

Greek death-to-strikers law. Philp
Murray wrcte a letter to Hecretary
of 3tara Marshall, published in the
Feh. 2 CIO News.

Murray's chief concern, his letter
makes plain, is lest such a flagrant
demonstration of the anti-labor
character of the Greek government

% loflng, thus rendering remarkable
| iean industrial workers” for the & e S i )
demonstration of demoeratic pro-
Marshall Plan. i
cedure.

The Feb. 9 CIO News carrles
Marshall’s reply, under the mislead-
ing heedline, “Greeks to Kill Anti-
Strike Law.” What Marshall wrote
was simply that the Greek prime

Actually, when the Stalinist anc
anti-monarchist labor leaders won
the unien elections in 1246, the Greex
governiment promptly “invalidated™
the elections.
opnonents of the regime have sinee
been imprisoned or inurdered.

peal of the anti-labor laws to the
Greek Parliament ‘‘as soon as the
democratically-elected National La-

bor Congress, which will meet in

i i e T

|
A
“gcaretaker” authority, set up by the | erted ‘through its governmment ana
monarcho-capitalist tyranny, now | State Dzpartment.

along with such actiens.”

. The right-wing CIO leaders—ard
the top AFL leaders are no differen:
—nre- acling as agents of Americar
imperialism. They are slavishly foi-
lowing the guidance of the U. S.
State Depariment.

They assail government dirvection
of unions in Russia. but are them-
selves stooges of the Truman re-
zime, attempting to tie the CIO 7o
Wall Street's foreign policy. They
are conducting a bureausratic purge
of CIO members and officials who
are under the “outside infiuenze” of
the Communist Party. Bui they

Thousands of labor themselves are a transmission bzil

for the outside influence of laborss
deadliest enemy—Biz Busness—ex-

statement |
CIO |
 splitting and dividing

A New Kind Of Party
Fugene Dennis, General Secre-
tary of the Stalinist Party gives
| the low down on exactly what
the Wallace third party is:

“It is not a labor party, nor
farmer-labor party. It
is a new type of people's anti-

even =
and anti-imperialist and
democratic peonle's
which is being created
the U.S.A. and reflects
own way the struggle between
the world camps of progress and
reaction.”

war
coalition
within

in its

Murray Steps Up

| Attacks Against

Stalinists in (10

CIO President Philip Mur-

ray for the first time has made
a public attack on CIO supporters
of Henry Wallace—principally the
Stalinists—and opponents of the
Marshall Plan.

His open declaration of warfare
was made in a vitriolic address on
Feb. 10 to the Cleveland convention

of the Industrial Union of Marine
and Shipbuilding - Workers.

Heretofore, Murray has been wag-
ing a form of undercover war
against his former allies, the Stal-
inists, He has cenfined his per-
sonal attacks on them to the closed
meetings of the CIO E=xecutive
Board.

Although, as is his cusfom, Mur-
ray named no names in his speech,
there was no:misftaking his target
and intent. It is clear that Mur-
ray iniends to proceed as ruthlessly
as he can to supnress opponents of
his political action and foreign af-
fairs policies. -

Murray harangued against any

third party “at this time" and ac- |

cused the pro-Wallace elements of
the labor
movement and paving the way for |
the 'election of reactionaries this |
November. He did not explain how |
each Congress up to now has been |
more reactionary than the pl‘cviousi
che.

PROPS UP DICTATORS

Murray also charged that the]|

Marshall Plan opponents are "n1is-‘
representing” his “purpose”’in sup- |
sorting the Marshall Plan. Actually, |
e himseli is misrepresenting Lhe;
Marshall Plan as “aid to the starv-|
ing,” when it is designed to bol-
ster anti-labor and dictator 1'egimv.s:
in Western Iurope. |
Murray's choice of the TUMSWA |
onvention as the arena for his'
first open attack on third party ad-
vocates in the CIO was not acci-
iental. The IUMSWA is under the‘
omplete control of reactionary ele.-|
1

|

nents, including the Association of
Zatholic Trade Unionists. The at-
mosphere for Murray's speech had |
seen prepared in advance by red-
yaiting tirades and resolutions.

The TUMSWA, down to a shadow
hecause of postwar shipyard layoffs,
is being built un as a catch-all for
;plit-off groups from Stalinist-con-
‘rolled unions and new unions that
Viurray wants under his own thumb.
The convention received into mem-
ership 25,000 members of the Pro-
yressive Metal Workers Council, a
right-wing split-off from the Stal-
‘nist-dominated Mine, Mill and
“melter Workers Union. It also
approved the merger of the United
Railway Workers into the ship-
builders union.

Murray’s speech at the Shipbuild-
ing convention and the action of the
latter in taking in a secessionist CIO
yroupings show how the break be-
tween the Murray-Reuther bureauc-
racy and the Stalinist bureaucracy
is growing deeper and more bitter
zll the time. This last week, Mur-
ray's appointee, Martin Wagner,
president of the Gas, Coke and
Chemical Workers Union, summari-
1y removed from office a Stalinist
supporter, Gavin Mitchell, "regional
director of the Buffalo area. The
previous week a split was engineered
in the Greater Newark Industrial
Union Council, when representatives
of the auto, textile, steel and other

unicns decided to split the Council
and set up their own competing or-
ganization, headed by William
Mackey, a field. representative of
Murray's steel union.

EEPS ELECTIO

rIsc:lcsorr\lictory | -
Shows Disgust
Vith Old Parties

' By Albert Parker

NEW YORK, Feb. 18

'over Democratic Party national headquarters a
|the White House last

'night as their candidate
for Congress from the 24th Dis-
trict in the Bronx went down

to crushing defeat by the Wallace- |

rendorsed candidate of the Ameri-
jcan Labor Party. This first eleca
toral test for the Wallace movement
|strengthened the likelihood that
Truman's goose is cooked unless he
is able to work out some deal with
| Wallace.

| The political wise-acres had
fﬁmarked +down a victory for the
| Democrats as a sure thing in this
| district that has been controlled by
1 Boss Flynn for decades. They even
| went in for speculation that any-
| thing less than 30% for the ALP
|candidate, Leo Isacson, would revn-
resent a moral setback for Wallace.

But Isacson got 569 of the 40,000
votes wcast yesterday, against 314
for the Democrats, 99 for the Lib-
eral Party, and 49 for the Republi-
cans. The results in the previous
election, in 1946, were 449; for the
Democrats, 279 for the ALP, 19%
for the Republicans and 109 for the
| Liberals.

Thus the ALP rolled up more
 votes than the other three parties
| combined, surprising even its own
leaders. And while the results have
given the Democratic machine the
| jitters, the Republicans are far from
|happy over them. For, by dropping
| from 19% to 4% of the votes, the
| GOP has been reduced to the status
of “fourth party” in this district.

Of ccurse, the Bronx election re-
sults, while providing a test of sen-

|
|

FERDINAND C. SMITH

—Clouds of gloom set"t',leél

+Limant, cannot be accepted as &
completely accurate reflection of th
national political picture, Th
happened to be a number of ex
ceptional local factors in this ca
most of them favorable to the Wa
lace movement. DE

EXCEPTIONAL CONDITIONS

For one .thing, the vote was only
about half the size of the one cast,
in 1946, and the proportion of V
lace votes would probably go dow
in a regular election. Another ex
ceptional factor was the heavy pre
portion of Jewish voters. in tHis
district, something like  50%,
this had an important effect he= -
cause most Jewish voters -dre todaj
highly incensed at the transparen
two-faced role of the Truman ad-
ministration on the Palestine issue.
Furthermere, this distriet was th
second biggest stronghold of the
ALP in the state. L

It has also been noted that Ne
York City is the major strongholil

of the Communist Party, which"

| the chief representative of the Wa._l_;
| lace movement in the trade unions,
| The CP forces were able by con-

icentmting their city-wide streng’is_ii |
\in this district to achieve an:effect
|

that would be impossible in, a.:%:_reﬁﬂ
ular- election. .-~ - i . )
All in all, however, the gl
results are definite proof thagl; I §
satisfaction with the two-party sys-_/
tem is spreading; that Wall
break with the Democrats: has
hanced his popularity; and tha
candidacy can cut heavily into 1
normally Democratic and Republ
can vote. A J

DESPERATE SITUATIbN
The Democrats’ are now in a de
perate situatiom; and sentiment’
sure to grow among them for a deal |
to regain Wallace’s support. Such a 1
deal entails enormous difficulties,
however. ;

One of the Bronx campaign’s high
points was Mayor O’Dwyer’s publi
appeal on Feb. 12 to “liberals liKe
Henry Wallace” to reconsider 't
“serious blunder” of leaving  th
Democratic fold and ‘“return_ang
carry on their fight within
Democratic Party, side by side wi
us.” : -

It was notable in Wallace’s reply;
three days later that he did not e
plicitly reject this appeal, ev
though he continued his gttacks:
the Democratic Party. An estima
of Tuture trends must take into de:
count Wallace’s refusal to definifel
cemmit himself against a return
the Democratic machine, -becaus
the future of the movement he'led
| (Continued on Page'4) .

Witch Hunters Arrest
NMU Secretary Smitk

FBI agents, acting on direct

orders of Attorney General
Tom Clark, perpetrated their most
brazen action to date in the cur-
rent awitch hunt drive, when they
arrested for deportation Ferdinand
C. Smith, National Secretary of the
CIO Naticnal Maritime Unidén and
CIO Executive Board member.

Smith, a well-known Negro trade
union leader, is charged with being
a member of the Communist (Stal-
inist) Party and for that reason is
marked by the government for de-
portation to the British West Indies.
As in the cases of Gerhardt Eisler
and John Williamson, Stalinist la-
bor secretary, bail has been denied,
and the accused is being held pris-
cner on Ellis Island.

The FBI action against Smilh is
especially dangerous, because Smith
is a leader of the Stalinist faction
inside the NMU, which is conduct-
ing at present a sharp factional
struggle against NMU President
Curran and his faction. The de-
portation arrest thus smacks of di-
rect ¥BI interference with internal
union affairs.

An appeal (for bail, was denied
Smith by Judge Medina. The judge
accepted an application for a
habeas corpus hearing, but this
means little since the judge re-
marked beforehand that such a

.

hearing was only to determine -
there had been “any irnegularities!
in the arrest and that he felt thex
hadn't been any. At the same tim
Judge Medina gave his verdict- o
habeas corpus hearings for Eisl
and Williamson. He ruled againsh
them and consequently  they will
remain imprisoned at Ellis: Isla
luntil final appeals up to the Bu
preme Court have been heard. T.
may very likely be several years.:
; The arrest of Smith_—-tl‘i‘ :
arrest in the current deportation;
hysteria—must serve as a arnin
signal to the entire labor moyem
The whole labor movement mu
now rally, not only to defend Smi
from FBI persecution, but to smash
the foul FBI conspiracy to, depo
alien unionists and terrorize: -
whole working class. All true m
tants must realize that' Stalini
cannot be fought with the ‘ai
or in alliance with the FBI, Becaw
Hoover's G-men are persecuting it}
Stalinists as but the first instz
ment, of the carefully planned T
baiting attack on the entire dla
movement—an attack which
at nothing less than reé
the nortorious Palmer raids . )
and hacking the labor movement to
shreds. ; :
The deportation drive musl

stopped!




Bv George Bxeltmnn
i Nothmg embarrassés the' Ah&ehcan cép:tdhbts so much
ds.the truth ‘about their own’ revoluilonary pﬁst

tdted in their current eulogies of George Washmg’ton and
_{iblaham Linicoin, on ihe occasior; of their birthday celebrations. How
‘the present rulers hate to be reminded that the United States was born

%“fmcc and viclence”! How
neestors led “subversive” moven:ents! How they sweat, even while payv-
mg tribute to these two national heroes, to obscure and belittle the real

@volutionists!

Fhie reasons for such heh.u ior are not hard to find. When -\melimn
Business. is re: 1chihg out o imperialist ‘dernination of the world and
ng-all its resources’to préserve an cubworn and ‘oppressive social 'System,

s for infépendeneé and’ the establishment 'of ety soeial systems,

But every man should have his due, and those of us who are the most
.“_c_m‘:si'stent fighters against the tyrapny of Big Business willingly give credit
to the revolutionary forerunners of the present ruling class for the
strugdles they led against tyrahny in the past. For us, unlike the apolé-
. pists: of Big Business, the truth abgut the revolutionary past, and suéh
'gi'gureq as Washington and Linceln, is not a source of embarrassment but
., of enlightenment and inspiration, providing many rich lessons =‘.t111 ap-
phcahle in the current strhigsles against oppression.

Why They Are Remembered

. Washington and Lincoln are remembered with affection by the
American: people above all' because they were' leaders of revolutionary
 strugples:’ Tiue, they were not the most consistent or most far-sighted
. leaders.of these struggles and there was much that they left undone, but
¢ that does not detract from the honor due them for what they were and
{ Icu' ‘what they did achieve.

#The-fieht for independence from Britain and for democracy in Lhe
Amencan tolenies did not begin when Washington took command of the
Continental armies, That struggle had been going on for many years

.ments among the working population. It assumed organized form with |
tt derfonstrations by the Sont of Liberty against the oppressive Stamp
" fAet in 1765, and then ebbed and flowed for over ten years befme it
3 ngupted in civil war to overthrow the British crown.

““The revolution was made by an ailiance between several classes— |

i m&*thg artisans and mechanics in the citics. The merehants and planters |
“igq;-e sometimes at odds with the democratic and papular elements; they
agere often shocked by (he milifant methods of the masses, and they
“ghewed a grealer readiness te- conciliate with the British,” But compro-
&m@e was not in the ecards, and in the end the planters and merchants
om(led most of the top leaders for the revelution.

"That is 1llus—f

~ mnd grew ereat as the result of two revolutions conducted and won by |
they squirm at the memory that their own

& ;g‘mi'lcance achw\emmus and u.acmlom of fhe 18th and 19th century |

it is ‘naturally ot interestedin extolling Ameritan revofutions and civil |

efore 1776; with the most energetic role being played by the radical ele- |

? {hg p]antels. of the South, the radical merchants of the North, the farmers, |

G\pmwe Washmg*on 1epresented the’ Vuomla plante:s and laqd specu—

lators.

erparts.

H_e himsell was the richest pl_ant.er in the colonies.
others of ‘'hig class he deeply resented British: restrietiens 4nd taxes which [
held down the nﬂh\e 1)1‘01)61 Led mie:ems in i‘a\ or cf 1hE1: Br 1hsh cotnt- |

Like the

He became part of a svndicate that laid claim to hundreds of thou-

sands ol acres on the western frentier.

this territory to survey it.

the British crown.
| radicalism.

| men like Washington.

the French attempt to seize this territory.
took away the colonists’ right to claim these lands and reserved them for
Measures of this kind were the source of Washington's

As a youth he made a trip to

Later he joined Braddock's troops te smacsh

But the Quebec Act of 1765

Freedom f{rom British rule therefcre had a very definte content for
It meant the chance to end British taxation,

the

| opportunity ito repudiate debts that were i.')ll.lshﬂ'l‘ir many planters and

. merchants,

democraczy, oppertunity,
against the common foe.

“Seditious And Subversive”

| That struggle was labelled seditious, dlsloy.;l and subversive by the | 1Ls le\,ults v.eie not equa,ll ¥ .)ahsractm y to all the chw.es pal’tl"lpatmg |
' | and it did not by any nieans dchieve 21l the democratic changes’ scughtu
by 'the Inasses.

forces of *

it meant free trade and free access to the land.
freedom for capitalist relations here to expand without hindrance by the
British. To the poor farmers and working people it also meant many |
of these thinfs—and much more besices:

‘law and order”—and se it was from
| crown anrd its Tory supporters in Aferica.
democracy came into power—by defying' oppressiVe ediets and |s,w’é én‘d"
by overthrowing oppressive institutions and’ govel‘limdnts

the \rmﬁ'noini‘ 'of ‘the Byitish
an |

But HREPE 'hoW Am

ihltracﬁn his‘-

tory would have taken a. different and lé5s dynaniic' ‘Pourse’ [FThe vevod-
lutionists of the 1770's had capitulated'to the pbwél's‘-thaf.-be in ‘the Wa¥y
that the labor bureaucrais today hav}e canitulai&d Ln he "Taft- Hartlﬂ‘

| Slave Labor Aet.

Washington wags neither the feunder,
His selection 'as ¢ommander-in- c}uef was
due primarily to the desire of the Massachusetts mbrrh.ants ‘16 ¢ement:
their alliance with the Virginia planters.

i cal leader of the revolution.
|

as a leader.

Those were the timas that tried men’s souls;

tiniho fep) Vark Hard

the theoretician nor the politi-

"But hé’ p*t_e_w_s_t_e-'tdjl;, in stative

the revolutionary war |

was conducted under extremely discouraging' 'Bonditions atid' lasted for |

seven 10110' Years.
his fortune and his sacred honor”
led it to victory.

But Washington 1-éver-faltered. " He'* ‘pledged Mis life, |

to the rebel cause, and i1 the end he |

That alone was enough to establish his claim to Iaqtmsr !
i} Ul holdikg! aligamhy, avill WhicreYiiecessary fought them, arms in hand, long

fame and gratitude in the hearts of his' cmmtrymen

But although the first successful revolution’ laid the foundation for a I
| free and united nation and for- the deva’npmt*m, o‘f ’r,he ])mdltctive 1orce'3 [ stabed t'el}clﬁo&ts l‘an Away, nrganized undergmund railwa\fs a.nd en,g'aged

. Yellow Gold

S Bv George Lavan oo
£ The Civil War produced an |deom.
anprecedented industrial ex- The financial crisis of 1873 ruined

existing unions and bankrupted
Bibion and the northorn CaPL ima turmers. wholeste: ALt

s - |same time it increased trustifica-
5 d»\lfovgerful .Ehrfp \l:jn‘i;;:_ ,(;]R'ee p: :;: | tion. The whole country was in the
can Party soon ca?

| eri i iallv
grip eof moncpolies—especially the
te sway of the industrialists. As | | powerful railroads.

this party became converted to t?e'THE GREENBACK PARTY

1 - of; the business community A call was sent cut for a conven-

sealed the

L% “’011“"'?' .and. a,r(r;alf} fal"?}i‘;f tion in' Indianapolis in 1874 to form
SLJQITS;:{“ loil:[l)“gmg&unm Oie}j?‘e‘aeﬁ ¢ “a new political organization of the
ifical ‘mov g 5

people, by the peeple and for the
| people,. to restrain the aggressions
| of combined capital upen rights and

1eir interests.
" rade uniehism developed strong- |

~ monlder' from - Pennsylvania, ‘a mah
~ of great ability and integrity. Un-

* der his guidance the Moulders Na—i
. tlonal Union became one of the
stropeest labor grganizations in,
merica. After the Civil War,
g—l\us togk leadership in founding |
ational federation of trade |
ons known as the National Labor
ion.

BOR REFORM PARTY _

AU At tiie 1868 convention of the Na- |
" tiongl Labor Union, his motion for
the foimation of - an independent
alitical -party based on the NLU
“%is adopted. - The new party was

ment.”
| born.

‘At first this party had little la-
bor "suppert. It was eonmpdsed 'main-

The Greenback Party was

| monétary - réformers ‘who *hened ‘to

| (4s durping the Civil War).

pist and “laboi ‘veformer;" He ‘re-
veived “over: 8%,000 votes,

The' next yedr, 1877, the gleat
| railréad strikes: wére brutally
alfed “the 'Labor Reform Party. It | smiashied and “the angry workers
interesting to note that Svlvis-also | stiirted streifning’’ into' ‘the " party
‘agvocated affiliation with the F‘hst|vhosé name ‘was’ changed “at . the
Hitérnational, founded by Marx. | nextr convehtlm ‘to ‘the- Greenback

%ne of the leafleis of the Laber.Labm Party.” '
Reéform Puarly reads in part: “The HIGH WATER MARK
rking 'puople cf our pation, white| Tn:'thé" 1878 congressional elec-
"!slzwk. male and female, are tions, the party " ‘pollett-'a ‘million
ing ‘into a vopdition of serfdom.’ votés: and elected 15° 1!epre‘;entauives
nomew a skavery -exists in--our to'Congress.” Six were’ from  the |
land worse than ever existed under East, six from the ‘Mitidle Wesdt and
ﬁi& ald slave system.” : three from the South: “This‘was the |

suffered a great blow, in the un- | movement.
mely death of Sylvis in 1869. Syl- decline set in.

“might have been able to guide  The downfall of the Greenback
young - Labor Reform Party |movement can be ascribed. in large |
“through the difficulties it now torn- measuve, to its almost exclusive em-
nted. As soon as the labor p'utv phazis on monev reform. When
hﬂwed strength and Ppromise; poli- | gold payments on greenbacks were
gians ‘and opportunists .from the | resumed in 1879, without' the drop |
parties hegan to flock into it.|in prices the Greenbackers were
ey entangied the party in alli- | predicting, many farmers lost faith |
iii:‘,eSf with  the cld parties and | in the greenback panacea. As |

ered down its pregram. As the grain and cotton prices went up the |
- party began losing’ strength
catise  of this, the leaders at- gan melting away. Moreover, the

ipted to get support outside the

th_ Cprogram still more. The results | nght wing. These labor men were

At the same time the National teyms of the class stmggle After |
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Lahnr Union lost a series of stnkes
organization's

Iy after the Oivil War. Th: mlow; | interests of the masses, to Teduce
nient:  was 1dent1fie§l _‘Far_"‘“"?r?’ taxations, corect abuses, and to|
‘fﬁh William H. Sylvis, an iron purify all departments of govern-

|1y “of heavily-mortgaged PaFmers and |

break' ‘thé power of the h_ar'l‘kéré byl
governmerit issue of “cheap’ money |
or gréeibacks ‘Hot’ based bn '‘gold |
In 1876 |
| the - néw  pirty nominated for presi-
| dent ‘Peter *Cooper, “the phllanthro--

The drop in the commodity
| market didn't help this Chicago
housewife who still had to pay
more than a dollar a pound. for

butter. To protéct her precious
purchase, she asked the police

officer to escort her home.

Federated Pictures
|

‘the dissolution cf the Greenback
| Party  the labor forces gravitated
towards the socialist movement.
GREAT UNREST

| 'The 1380's were a period of great
:umresl.. Monopoly econtinued to
| grow and controlled both federal
,and state governments,

Workers™

- McCabe,

| gerated claims to over

| anywhere.

| struggles for shorter hours and bet- .

rLEI conditions were ruthlessly sup-
pressed. In

| frame-up took place. Books on la-

|Ge01 we’s Progress and Poverty, were
| read by millions.

Third party movements were |
started in many nlaces. Many won |
| lecal  victories. The farmers con-
i tinued to play a leading role in at- |
tempting to build a new party to
i end the rule of Wall Street’s Pemo- |
cratlc-Repubhcan eombine,

The farmers found that despite |
periods of so-called goed times, they

the money power. A financial panic,'|

| back into debt. The railroad trusts |

cms and diseriminated against small |
pmdut,els in favor of the big.
ll.idchtlcm the banks gouged them |
| with a mortgage and credit system |
| that kept them continually in debt.
' The fdrmer did not deal du'ect.‘lv

1886 the Haymarket |

“The promising Labor Reform Par- |high water mark of the Greenback | | bor and land reform, like Bellamy's |
Soon afterwards rapid | Looking Backward and Henryn

lrural suppert of the movement be- | never cculd win the game against |

| labor supuorters of the mo\rement. a drop on the grain or cotton mar- |
ranks of labor by watering down  found themselves at odds with the | [ ket would ruin them or throw them |

|coming to think more and more in | fantastically overcharged the far m-|

In ‘

with the buyer and was squeezed by |
| newspaper if it was communist than

commission merchants, grain ele-
vator trusts, speculators, and a host
of other parasitess. What particu-

if he borrowed money one year that

| ather,

It meant™

A chance for,greater equality, |
Thus they were able to unite in the struggle |

|

otV Abamenl

The merEhants' and planters, taking over the reins of

govertiment, made ¢ondiderdhle gains, but they retained slavery, limita-

| rulihg 'classes were on

tions 'on 'the right teo vote and many other anti-demdcratic restrictions.
| Thé manufacturers and slaw.fehcldeis who came fo the fme as the new

| it nedessary 'to continue ‘the strtiggle for n eedom and semml;y

a new 'obstacle’to progress-ttile’ gr
s]-avehald_ers
other 'classes.

of the P]lell'il'@"-. ‘of ‘slavery, etc

Thé riexi 'major phase of this struggle was conditioned by the rise of

cwing. power and domination of the |

whose intérests clashed more and more with those of the |

* The slavehcldérs demanded the extension of the slave |
system westward as the counity e‘;panded domestic and foreign pOLllL’lESl
favoring- the' slave systeni, 'further restrictions on the democratic ughts;
“And since they controlled all branches of |

the federal’ govel nment, t,hey got' much of what they wanted.

Again it wds the madses who

launched the fight against reaction.

The vadical ‘farmiérs ahd Worker, who wanted access to the western lands

coveted By 'the staveholders pressed

perefpai i} LU DYLTY

lﬁlr&ﬁs

CH AT B

PEForé the eutbreak '6f the Civil ‘War,

for vigorous action against the slave-

The slaves, whe wanted freedom,

ampaign

qumstthe Co-opMovement

By A. Gilbert
In September, 1943, a closed |

l.meetmlg_ of big grain, oil, lum-

| ber and coal interests was held
at the Morrison Hotel in Chicago. |

|1 They set up an association- at this

meeting' 'to stop the" farmers and

- workers from engaging in “free en-

terprise’—through democratic co-
operatives organized te give the

farmer a better dedl in the sale of |

his products, and to give the cily
worker a better deal in the purchase
of his food, fuel and other neces-
sities. ]

Not too surprisingly, they- first
narmed their organization the
“League for Protection of Private

“National Tax Equality Associa-
tion.” Its leading figure, and un-
til recently its, president, is Ben
a big grain operator in
the Minneapolis market, The or-)
ganization pretends to be composed
of small businessmen fighting for
survival against the competition of
the co-operatives. It makes exag-
a million
members.  Actually, the “small
businessmen”
stooges for the -big operators.
Although their real purpose is to |
| wipe out the small business man,

I they pose as hemg friendly to “legi- | stockholders

| timate co-ops.” Just as the bosses |
| are friendly to “legitimate unions’
—unions that never ask for higher
wages or strike. The NTEA uses
propaganda methods that are no
Giltarent from.those o
The strategy is to tell a
| whopping big lie—repeat it until jt
is worn out—then move on to an-

is refuted and disproved by the co-
ops, the NTEA counts on a certain
pereentage of the population re-
mainme infected. This taetic is re-
flected in the succession of names
which this outfit has used. 1ls
present name is_its third, and co-
incides with the lie about tlaxes
| which thev currently are publiciz-
ing.

are only fronts and

totalitarians |

No matter how often the lic |

| The NTEA argues that .co-ops do
' not pay the taxes that private busi- |

I
| ness firms do, and therefore’ enjoy |

ian unfair advantage and threaten
'to destroy private enterprise.  As a
| matter of fact, co-ops do pay the
same taxes: income taxes on profits

‘ rétdined as reserves, or paid: out as|
i dividends on stock (with only minor |

land unimportant exceptions); redl
| estate taxes; personal property
taxes: excise taxes; social seourity
taxes; capital stock taxes; and
many others.

MINOR DIFFERENCE
Co-ops are taxed identically, with
|two other types of business,—indi-

co-ops and corporations is that co-
ops do not pay income taxes on
patronage rebates; but corporations
|genem11v do mot make patronage
| vebates. Patronage rebates are
'merely the savings which are re- |
turned to the customer in propor tlon
to his sales or purchases made

over-chavges whici: the ¢s-op con- |
tracts to return at the end of the
year.

customers

chair-warmers,
income

and
they could avoid paying

'| taxes on this money just as the co-

|0ps do. The law treats both the
co-ops and - corporations :1hke in
| this matter.
Co-op competition has not eli-
| minated private business, as only a |
small percentage of all business in
this country is done co- -operatively.
The issue of taxes is mot the real
It is only a smoke screen to
issue—total eli-

| issue.
eonfuse the real
| mination of all co-ops, whether
composed of farers, aulo work-
ers or office clerks. This was proved
when NTEA officials refused to ac-
cept an offer by the co-ops to set-
tle the tax question.

! The current drive against the co-
opelatwe movement represents an

THE MILITANT ARMY

New Subscrlptlons
| Boost Sub Week Total

“During the recent Militant Bub
Week,” writes M. Ellis of San Fran-
cisco, “I ran across an interesting
reaction from a new subscriber.
‘When I had finished my mtroduc-
torv talk, he immediately asked mie,
‘Ts this 2 communist newspaper?’ I
replied that it certainly ecculd be
| considered one, although it was en-
| tirely different from the officisl
Ccmmu:i ist Party. He then explained
that he had acked ‘because I woula
be more ready to subseiibe to =z

if it was net. That clinched the
sub and he immediately sat down to

larly angered the farmer was that  read the sample cory I gave him.

e1-11 later subs are on ths way.

Toledo, New York and other branch- |

es will have Militant Sub Weeks
later on.
e * o
James W, Connery, Ti-yvear-old
sub-plugger of Kewanee, 11, began
his own Sub Week Feb. 7 and turnead |

in 6 new one-year subscriptions.
CO]]"‘[“I} was wen over to our paper
by

-Case, whers

Party and Twin City trade union |
leaders. went to jail for 12 to 16|

months for opposition to World War
1I. Their frame-up trial took place
late in 1941 and after the Unitea |

States Supreme Court hae refused |

to review the case they went to
jail Jan. 1, 1944.

“This hap:ened when T was blind

“We can certainlv expeet an In-

i was the equivalent of 100 bushels of | ¢reasing number of similar reac-

 wheat, a
vear

drop in
meant that he had to repay

prices the next|

| and more workers learn the real,

tions in the coming period, as more

| the debt by paying 200 bushels. Out | ypaning of the anti-red drive.”
of this situation arose the cry for

!mmmy that would net change
value to the farmers
Tt was this condition that gave rise!
to the money reformers who de-
| manded that silver as well as gold |

it came to be called.

in |
detriment. |

§ ® %

| Connery,

"som2 glasses s0 I can

with cataracts in bolh eyes,” writes
“and could not read for
vears, 1940-44,  In September,
I was ocopz2rated on and got
now read.”
He vesd through twice “The Case

feuyr
1944,

Fiftv-eight more subs bring the|

| total returns of Militant Sub Week |

ta 619. Conneclicut held Sub Week |

for Sccialism” and immediately
started passing it around among his
friends. *“The \omladcs all pw\ed

| Feb. 1 to 8 and sent in 51 subserip- r real Suc. ﬂll‘-i‘i 1 was glad to get it.’

become the basis of currency. The | tions. San Franeisco rounded up 1'*'
program for the free coinage of sil- | last three from the one-week cam-_: that robbed them of everything”
ver and the regulation of monopolies | Paign to reach a total of 33. Seaitic’s | mad®e
became the main slogans of the new ! last four completed the goal of 23| possible for a few weeks, “but lase |
and growing Populist movement, as | that the Seaftie Branch had set for | SBaturday night T went uptown anad
| itself, and Marianne reported sev- |

The s=overe cold and a ‘“*Christmas

Conrevy’s suh-getting Im-

gave them hell.”

| vidual ownerships and partnerships. |

Enterprise.” They now call it the|The difference in taxation between |

labm.t face in the attitude of Big
Business, and its government rep-
resentatives. Up to’ 1943, it was gen-
’elally customary to support farm
co-ops as long:as they did not get
too big. It paid off in dollars and
cents, as a happy and satisfied
farmer could be exploited more
profitably than an angry and im-
poverished farmer. But the co-op
movement got out of hand. It spread
from farmers to city workers, Credit
unions and the government-sponsor-
led farm credit structure started to
compete with the loan sharks and
banks. Co-ops became Big Busi-
ness themselves and now compete
with other business.

'EXPLAIIIVS THE ABOUT-FACE
That explains the causes for the
switch in attitude toward the co-
ops. As late as Oct. 1946, the ultra-
reactionary National Association uf
Manufac(‘lu ers characterized co-ops

| as *Iegltunate forms of private en--

Today they see the neces- |
“re-evaluating” their pre-

terprise.”
I sity for

through the co-op. They represent | vious position, and have officially |

adopted the NTEA lineé. Remesenta-
tivé [ IInutoen of  Minnesota, 'who is

operative ‘drive. : i

As the iskie of “tax- dodgmg is
becoming, -“somewhat -
though by no ‘means worh “ouf, a
new' issue is ‘beintg built Uup. This
will' be" the issue of 'the “Ameri-
canism” of ' private profits asiop-
| posed’' to the Communism® Of the
| co~gperatives. Red-baiting' is’ the
order of the day.’ It‘is being used
to whittle dowir 'boih ends of the
workers real 'wage. The Taft-Hart=
ley’ Law uses it 'to destray labor
unions‘and: keep wages low. The
National* Tax Equality Association
uses ‘it to destroy co-ops ‘and- keep
living costs high.

*'threadbare, |

abelitionist movement car m-d on militant propaganda a.ml axitatiqn for'
emancipation. And they were joined ‘later by the Northeérn enmwlsts,
who izould expand production and intensify the exploitation of t)le na-
tional resources only on the basis of wage labor and the overt] i
slaveholders’ power.
Like Washington, Abraham Lineoln represented the: ; ;
rather than the more radical elements in the revolutiona.ry Waiﬁip
his time, Unlike Washington, he was born poor and had: to6 edics

had no attraction for him. "Like many‘a talentéd youth in th . pei
! he placed himgelf 'at the service of the' rising capitnlmt t:lass. Heé'
lawyer for thé Illinois' Central Railroad. !

| . He enteréd politics ‘and proved to' be a skillful speaker. l-'l
origins and''frontier’ backg'rmnd enhayized his’ poplﬂan{y ain'm
masses;. his carefully exprésséd noliticat Views won hint'i' fallnwih& g
the capitalist politfcians, “He shond miost biightlv in the takk of meﬂi’ﬁ'u-
and arbitrator between the right and left wings of the Republlcan Pgﬂ.y
which was formed in 1834 te bring together most of the- upponents
the slaveholders.

The Crucml Emancipation Is,we

‘While L-lncoln oppo;etl the extension of slavery to the western terri-
tories and worked on behalf of the capitalists to take the pgwer out’o
the hands of the slaveholders’ represehtatives in Washlngh?u. ‘his st.a.nc%
cn slavery was conciliatory to say the least. For one thing:“he favored
| enforcing' the fugitive slave law; for another, he preachéd the sanct-,lty
of the U. S. Constitution which permitted slavery. Even after his election
to the presidency and the outbreak of the slaveholders’ insurrection, he -
refused for two years to:accede ‘to the demand of the aboht.ionists that he
emancipate the slaves.

His first concern was to maintain (and then regain) the unit of,
the country and safeguard the newly acquired politica) pqwer of tl}
capitalist class. He said ‘again'and again that he would do this any way

alternative, and from Jan. 1, 1863 he was compelled to tal:e the road of
the abolitionists.

That is a tribute to the far- slghtedness of the most radical element!
in the fight against the slave system. Lincoln’s hesitancy and:reluetan
to take the step which won him the love and admiration of swoandhl(
generations sirike an ironic note today. But they de¢ not and cg i)i.
away from him the vcredit for carrying through this great l‘evqlutl o
act that dealt the death blaw to the slave system, nor for h.is st(lblwrn
prosecution of the war that smashed the counter-revolution, -

This second revolution .cleared the way for the rapid de mgh,h ot
capitalism ahd the growth' of cur modern industrial civilizatgﬁa wﬂh s
potentiality ‘for universal abundance." ‘But again -most of ‘the" benéms
were drained off by the ruling class. Establishing themselves ag'at dﬁh
| tatorship of Big Business, the capitalists began in the interests:of: p;ivai;e

profit to erect' their own roadblocks in the path to freedom and’ set;u!'tt.
for those who had done the hardest fighting in the sécond: Amm&un
revolution—the workers, poor farmers and Negroes. And so the‘masses
today are diiven by the very conditions of thelr existence in the dlreoklpn
of a third American revolution.

Nature of The Coming Revolutipn'-,

This time the goal is on a higher plane than in the past. Iti"is
nothing less than the abolition of capitalism and the establishment, otua
Workers and Farmers Government preparing the way for a - ¢
society. This will climax and complete the .progressive. tasks bem k!

\4{

the ‘earlier American revolutions. At the same: dime it will open-a new:
chapter in world history, for the other 'hatichs will not* be far be nd:
once the American -colossus shows the way. f o faki

This 2oming revolution cannot be prevenied hy red seares and: wlteh

are being steeled ‘and mobilizéd to -takeé ‘their places in' this’ revolution
just as the revolutionists were’in -the ‘past—by the compulsion.
agiinst oppressive legislation like the Taft-Havtley Aety the.

peace time conscription pregram, the drive to institite thought ‘contro}’
through “subversive” blarcklists, the ruling class’s refusal to grant. equality
to the Negro people, the preparations for war, militarization and- tﬁsﬂ!ﬂn

Of course the next revolution will differ in'important respects

those of the past. Previous revelytions, while they mada possihle - certa n
advances for humanity, also resulted in the establishment ‘of the'rle, of’
a new minority.. The coming Tevolution will forthe first” tine’ bring

power to the representatives of the overwhelming majoﬂty Qf the poph-
lation. a s

A New Science

‘Furthermore, while the revolutionists of the past had to improvfm
and grope' their way- forward because they ‘were explering new:’ ‘terrain,
| the 20th century revolutionists have the advantage of their pmdeu:smt‘

If corporations would malke | now busy with' tdx reductions' for | experience. They have also the benefit of a new Sclence—-sociausmw-
| the same kind of rebates to their [ the rieli, is one of the congressional | which provides them with a guide m acﬁion in the present and fm. the
I instead of ‘keeping all| figures ' spear-heading the anti Ldo- | ri
| the ‘profit for their non-productive |

future,
i The faults and shortcomjngs of Washmgtmx and Lincoln we:*e due
| in great part to the fact that they represented classes- forming &' ml'.nora
ity of the population, with interests antagonistic ‘to those of the m
ity. Instead of them, therefore, the great models of the hext revo'ltﬂ:lah
will be the Sons of Liberty and John Brown and Négro rebels like Doug-
lass, Gabriel, Denmark Vesey, Nat Turner and Harriet Tubman, : ﬁut.
Washington and Lincoln too, will have: their place in the ha].}, of ﬁ;ﬁm
of the future socialist society. Associated with the father of’ his:eouhtry
and the great emancipator will be precisely - thase truths thatfaapitaﬂat
propagandists try to gloss over today:
That the uphaolders of outwern and deeaying social systems: nq’ver
voluntarily give up power, but must be driven from- the soeng- by :
action. That revolutionary struggle requires no justification other: than
the needs of oppressed classes and the regquirements -of - esbe;bﬁkﬁlpg a.
higher im'm of ﬁﬂclekv a.nd t‘las capltahsm which came- ta POW

process.

WORKERS’

NAACP Election

' Hits New Low

Editor:

| “The” annual elections of the Los
Angeles NAACP, held here last Sun-
| day, eqtablished a new low in bu-
reaucratic repression of opposition
|canchdate¢. A ‘“nominating com-
| mission,” appointed by the outgeing

)ex.ecutivc board, Lept off the ballot |

many opponents. An entire group

reading about the Minneapohs | of active Nearo unionists, both' from |leadership. No opportunity for pro-
18 *Socialist Workers | the CIO and AFL, ware thus k=p..|posalﬁ. of action from the member-

cff the ballot.

Election procecure iegally 1equhe>
,tlnee members of the NAACP to
|nomma te candidates in - writlng
| prior to the meeting. The nomina-
tions commission, which is estab-:
lished by the constituiien,
‘reviewed” all candidacies, rejecting
those who did not meet with their
approval—instead of coming in with
-a list of recommendations.

.By confronting the several hun-
dred (out of 11,000) members pres-
ent with a printed ballot and ex-
plaining that the meeting ceost hun-
dreds of dollars, they stampeded

| highly irtekular procedure.

A two minute period was allotted
the membership for additional
| nominations (which would ~ then
| require a writ2-in vote), but one
|sneak°a critical of the administra-
tion who attempted to gain the floor
was called out of order, with no ap-
peal from the chairman's decision

Ea SR

instead f

| the meeting' into acceptance of this |

allowed.

Some opposition candidates did
make the hallot in 'spite of the bu-
reaucratic procedure -and -received
good ‘votes. The' presgident; Griffithy
althiough-he was re-elected for the
l4th straight time, was opposed for
the first time by  two candidates,
one of whom recewed sizable sup-
port.

The set-up of the Los Angeles
INAACP is one that lends itself to
| the maintenancte of a conservative

tage “of " rreedom muld gu.‘ :a;‘ud
that ha ‘was born a rrea man’ a

are;*that without jrid; ; ﬂ:
culture - being “organizéa  aHd |

ploit: his' neighbers, to protit “from
their necessities, to-* ‘suick:" their
‘blood. Apart from that, fs*Amerl-
ca’s heritage of slums;” dppma&lmk.
and millionaire exploiters wrth
keeping? I say, Nol:: !

Thirdly, he objects. teyaur a.t.ml!s
on the church! Now the: el;umh
whatever its professions, is> the-Bul-
wark of reaction, and preaches false
dectrines of humility; patience; and
telerance. ‘The whole fabric of-the
Christian religion . is full of thgse

&hm or for criticism. And there is
no attempt to get into -the neigh-
borhoods where the masses “are.
|Then at the annual meeting a great
.bewmlmg over the low membership
in proportion to. the size of the
Negio community- of 150,000.
Los Angeles,
Al Lynn,

Calif,

this life, rewarded by prqsperit‘.y in
the afterlife; patience with,” and
tolerance of, social ‘evils, reserving
al] their anger for the anﬁi-Ch §
tian.
Let him read Marx and I-:nggls.
learn what dialectical maﬂeri
really is; let him read Jung, l“rend
and Frazer and recognize - i'elf
and mythology for: ‘what they: ‘A
projections of man’s:: suﬁcolrﬁémus
‘mind, ‘relics ~of ‘‘prehistory; ' Then
might he realize’ that" churé'hes aid
creeds ara wwthm

Monopoly Inevitable -

Under Capitalism
Editor;

Your “Reader, Portland, Ore.”
| whe. thinks that the rich rule, and
| so eng he should be given a true
| statement of facts. He says, “T ad-
vocate capitalism, but not as prac-
ticed in America; but with the
monopoly element destroyed.” The
fact is, capitalist economy inevitably
produces monopolies.. They are the
flower that tops:the dunghill.

He says. “If the nationalization
of industry should occur, our heri-

himself and make his ewn way in seciety. A product of ‘the dmialls faﬁﬁihg
system on the frontier seething with democratic iGeas, the slave eystony .

of

he could—by preserving slaveryif necessary—or by’ abolishing it."*The lo‘rlé--
protracted and hard-fought Civil War convinced him that he hau; ng.

hunts any more than its predecessors were, Indeed, the working peaple -

| fight
i .

amis co ‘keep his freec_iom 'rf:e mm;

trolled on a world (net merely a7
sational) deale, -general: pmpeht.y.
is impossible; ‘with: world: caritgel,
prosperity is certain; and:'that' his
“freedom” is merely freedom to“ex-‘

falsehoods; humility and poverty- in

&
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each it forelgn , countries.

tora do not necessarily repre-

sent The Militant's policies.
Thege aﬂrmrmned m’“ﬁﬂ ed;-
torials. .

- Mondayy February 13. l.!.ll-.- ;

"Bolsheyism brough+ an invaluable contribution te Mamsm
in its analysls of the” lmperlahsf epech as ‘an jepoch of wars énd
revoluhons, ‘of bourgeois’ democracy in the era of decaying capi-
I+alrsm, of the correlation between the general strike and the
insurrection; of the role of party, soviets and trade unions in the
perlod of prolefanan revolution; in its '}heory of the soviet state|”
6¥ the ecoromy of trassition, of fascism and Banaparf-sm 'in'the:
epoch of capitalist decline; finally in its analysis of the degener-

“ation of the Bolshevik party itself and of the soviet state "
--Leon'Troisky. Stalinism and Bolshevism! 1937.

I-'or A National PAC Convention!

. Lasf 'week The Militant pointed out edi-
torlally that 33 top bureaucrats of the CIQ
-E:r.ec.utwc Board are trying to dictate to the
six.million CIO members what their political

pol'rcy is to be in 1948. The

have never been asked, and have never had
: thc chance to say. who they want to support
for President next November, and whether
the CIO should break with the two corrupt
old parties and help launch a new party.

~ ‘Now we have Jack Kroll, national director
of PAC; the CIO’s political arm, saying that
anybody in PAC who doesn’t follow the
Murray machine’s pro-Truman policy or who
supports Wallace, had better turn in his

resignation.

Kroll said in Cleveland on Feb. 10 that
“I.made it clear in a letter to all PAC rep-
.resentatives: that our group was bound to
follow the' rejection of Wallace’s candidacy

by ‘the \f?ID Executive Board

-that tl;tose who desired to support the third
party had best divorce themselves from the

.PAc-nl

. By what right does Kroll presume to say
'Whét'spollitical'policy the PAC members are
Kroll isn’t even an elected offi-
cial of PAC, He Wa3 | APPOINTED by Mur-
.rag;", after the death of Sidney Hillman. If
__mi}vthmg, Kroll's ‘pronourncement is even
~mo;q ‘brazen, arrogant and presumptuous than
the OIO Executivé Board’s. Kroll can speak

te follow?

vu L AP

“for no one but himself. Certainly no PAC
member ever had 3 chance to vote on the

vote for Kroll

CIO members

membership is

the chance to
policy. ‘Before

and suggested who doesn't go

of their own, a

THE LOCAL

The Kremlm s Counter-Blast

. The Kremlm has rephed in kind to the
' U, 8."State Department’s publication of cap-
‘tured Nazi documents revealing the inside
‘details of the Stalin-Hitler Pact, including
‘the secret deal to jointly carve up Eastern

; Europe

Now the

to, publlsh them.

We have no reason to doubt the Kremlin’s
_c*harges against its wartime allies, just as we
cannot__ deny the authenticity of the charges
by ‘Washington. In both cases, we
.are zﬁerely receiving conflrmation of historic
'f__acts whose general outline has long been
‘Known. Now that the thieves have fallen
cut, more of the truth is coming out.

“This “war of documents” serves a useful "
_purpose not intended by the Kremlin or the
u,'s. :"Sta.te Department. It sheds new light

..made

“on the cymcal lies they each

. Soviet - Information Bureau
charges that American economy helped build
up Hitler’s war industry; that Britain and
.France appeased Hitler, agreed to his seizure
of Czechoslovakia and so made war inevit-
able; that the Allied imperialists tried to turn
Hitler against Russia before the Stalin-Hitler
Pact; and that the British imperialists tried
to negotiate a. treacherous separate peace
with Hitlér behind the back of their Russian
ally To back its’' charges, the Kremlin has

quoted from certain documents and promises

time embrace,

uously spread

merely to gain
mocracy.”

told on behalf ing a new war,

policy he expounds or, for that matter, to

We hold no brief for the Stalinists, who
are using the most undemocratic methods in-
lining up unions under their control behind
Wallace. Up until recently they were loyal
henchmen of Murray and helped him keep
the CIO members politically-gagged and tied
to Wall Street’s two-party system. Now they
are committing:certai'n CIO unions to Wal-
lace’s campaign without a by-your-leave to
the membership.

" The fact remains, that so far as the-PAC

for any specific political policy.
about time that'the CIO-PAC members have:

mouth any more about what PAC policy is
or isn't, and making threats against anyone

tem, let’s hear what the PAC members think
about political action in 1948.

Do the PAC members want Truman or
Wallace oras The Militant advocates—a party

independent candidate? THAT CAN BE
DETERMINED ONLY BY A NATIONAL
PAC CONVENTION WITH RANK AND
FILE REPRESENTATION FROM ALL

vention is held and the question of PAC
policy is democratically decided by the mem-
bership, nobody—Murray or Kroll" or any-
one else—has the right to speak of any poht:—
cal policy in the name of PAC

of the other when they were m the:r war-

- For years, the U. S. government ass:d-
and Molotov made their alliance with Hitler

Who does not remember' the lyv
ing, State Department-inspired film, “Mis-
sion to Moscow”?
bureaucrats - obligingly lauded the
fascist, peace-loving democracies”
lund, France and the United States.
Now they besmirch each other for the
same purpose as they once praised each other:
—to whitewash' their own crimes and gain
credence for the lies they tell about them-:
selves today and new ones they will tell
tomorrow. Consider the wretched and ‘stupid
denial of the Stalinist charges issued by the
British Foreign Office.
rison, Bevin are trying to repudiate-the very
charges they themselves ‘madeunceasingly
against the Chamberlain goverhment of ap-
peasing Hitler and mcttmg ‘him*to attaclt
the Soviet Union. :
By all means, let us have the documents
—ALL the documents,
war, betrayals, crimes and mass murders.‘
Let us have them now-—so that -the peopl__es
of the whole world can see how' th'e""imi)erlal-"
ist connivers and double-dealers are prepai-—

as PAC director.

‘concerned, it has not voted
And it’s

say something about PAC
Kroll goes shooting off his

along with the two-party sys-

Labor Party running its own

BODIES. Until such a con-

the propaganda that‘ Stalin

time for the “défense of de-

In return; the Kremlin:
“anti-
of Eng-

Attlee, Cripps, Mor-

And ‘not’ al‘ter tha'

lludte Qrders (5 .or “more
I!DD‘QS} SBunch l'ﬂ 2}.3.1{4&- |

‘Signed &¥tieles By cofitrivu- b

By Marcel Rogier
Sincé Novermber ‘Italy has

“The whole country
seems stiddenly seized with a
collective: fever. ' Observers com-
pare the rising tension here with
the cocler temperature in France on
the: other side of the Alps, and they
explain this difference by the “'south-
2rn- temperament.” The leading sec-
tions of the Italian Communist party
attribute the difference bhetween the
French and Italian situations to
the existence of the unity pact which

-stil] -ties the CP with the SP 'in
Italy.
But in. reality it is something

attend 2 workers’ meeting, see a
demonstration, or participate In a
strike ineeting, to become conscious
‘of - the -essential difference in the
_atmosphere prevailing in the two
‘countries.

The French working class has

the period before the “liberation.”
It has permitted this bureaucratic

‘leadership o Iimpose a systematic

policy of passivity and capitulation
which lasted until 1947. On a few
ogcasions, during the-first half of

:1947, it broke .away from that:grip. |

But: the Stalinists,-resting on. their

‘trusted worker cadres,.which hava

been rooted in the.working class
for two decades, succeeded in re-
gaining control of' the mass move-
ment. 5 . TR

-OFPOSITION ' TENDENCIES

Bt is guite different in Italy.

The Ifalian working class, once
freed’ from the fascist dictatorship,
has: shown an admirable flghting
spirit -ever sinee 1943, Although the
masses followed the CP in larga
numbers, this party never exercised
over- them the sabsolute control:
which it did inp Franez. The Stalin-’
ist Party itself, suddenly springing
up after two decades of illegality;
never possessed a fanatically “obedt-
ent" apparatus. - The rightist line
which “Togliatti followed for three
years: continually clashed with op-
pesition tandencies of the rank ‘ana
file. In Naples (“Communist and So-
cialist Movement of the.Left,” 1944-
45), "in Rome.: (‘Communist Move-
ment of Ttaly”), in Milan (“Inter-
national Communist Party,” with a

-Bordighist leaning). One opposition:

meverent after the other appeared,
eften:numbering thousands of mem-
hers, and playing a leading role in
events, as did -the “Communist

:Movement.of Ialy.” The spontane-
ous- pressure of the masses has been:

rising: slowly butf surely since 1945.

“Ab:present, the . CP s executing a
left turn’ like its French sister party,
and attempting to regain more di-
rect control over 'the masses. Never-
theless the masses have been de-

‘veloping and maturing for three
| years,:
| more experienced, has had more

The working class 1s now

opportunities for reviving its old

‘revelutionary tradition, more pos-

sibilities for developing its sense of
initiative and its eritical spirit. Al
its iadmirable qualities are express-
ing' themselves today in action. The
‘Italian - workers are fighting today
in the vanguard of the Euwropean
working elass.
OCEUPATION OF FA(‘TOR!EL

- Several ‘weeks ‘ago the conserva-
tive newspapers in Franee, Switzer-
Iand and England' were singing the
praises of the “liberal” Itallan n-
nance minister, Signhor Einaudi. By
impesing: rigorous rastrictions on the
allotment. of eredit to industry—no.
matter -what. financial stramts they
were in—and: at the same time 1m-
porting fcod products in great.quan-
tity, Finaudi hoped to. check infla-

drep in the cost of.living. . :
He: succeeded in-causing a rather

sudden dmp in wholesa.le prlces of

been experiencing extraordin-'
| ary times.

mugh more complex. One need only |

‘been -dominated by the CP since || :

tion and' bring:abeut.a substantial |

Another Mme Tragedy

Gathered about the blanket-shrouded body of one of the workers
killed in a mine explosion at Greenwood, Ark., grim-faced relatives
and friends seek to identify the victim. The blast ripped through the
gas-filled main shaft of the Sunshine coal mine, killing eight miners.
Federated Pictures

certain black market products (olive
oil, macaroni, ete.). But scarcely
two months after these successes,
the disastrcus effects of this pollcy
»made themselves felt.

- While' the workers' cost of living
suarcely dropped -at all, industry
suddenly began to suffocate. Fac-
tories closed down as the caplialists
refused to operate at a loss. ‘Greatl
trusts were suddenly unable to pay
their workers. Coming at a moment
when Haly was undergoing a grave
export cri:is, the inflationnry crisis
threatenad to bring about a huge
inerease in unemployment.

“But the working class refused to
subiit any longer to the conse-
quences cf decaying capitalism, The
workers of a metallurgical plant I
Milan set the example by occupying
the factory in the latter part- of
November, after three days of {utile
negotiations with the owners who
wanted: to shut down. While the
leaders of the Ifalian'CGT had been
engaged for weeks in interminable
arguments. over the question of the
owners” demand for ending the re-
strictions on dismissals, the workers
were following the example of the
Milanese workers in one city after
another.

WORKERS’ CONTROL

The Filotecnica Salmoiraghi was
occupied  just. recently by 2,500
workers. Then the same thing hap-
pened at Sesto Calende, a large
aviation plant, SIAI. Not only have
the workers forbidden the owners
and management to enter the build-
ings, but they have even resumed
production on their own initiative
Here, as at Perugia, Cremona and
other cilies where factories have
heen occugied, the slogan of workers”
control of hiring, firing and produc-
tion heads the workers’ demands.

The men in the city of Breseia
went further. While a great demon-
stration of workers whe had been
lzid off was taking place through-
out the city, a mass of workers who
had not received their wages for
iwo! weeks “joined the - procession.
The police iried to disperse the
demonstration with tear bombs. Tie
workers immediately tossed themn
back. Sirens siarted blowing and =z
general strike paralyzed the eity.

Barvicading themselves
averturned trolley ears, the workers
| sueceeded "in occupying the entirs
center 'of the city under the diree-
tion of their “‘committee of aglta-
tion.” Llfe quL:k.lv became normal.

behind |

Flying squadrons were organized to
direct traffic,

Only after a Stalinist deputy In-|

tervened and promises of payment
were made by another deputy, did
the -strike -end after ‘a tremendous
mass meeting. While their leaders
find themselves overwhelmed by the
magnitude of events, this working
class js truly ready for the stl‘ugg!a
for power. ’ 5
SOLDIERS AND PEASANTS

Nothing is- so ‘indlcative of a
ripening revolutionary situation as
a powerful movement involving
progressively all. the "layers of’ the
population. ‘These last few weeks
have successively witnessed power-
ful movemenis cf soldiers and peas<
ants, as well as beginnings ot
unrest dmong the women and the
youth, clearly showing how discon=
tent has penctrated even to the
layers which "are traditicnally the
most inactive.

The lengthening of the period
of military service burst like =
bombshell among the recruits ' of
the. class.of ’45...The majorily of
these men have already been under
arms for more than a year. Protests
broke out spontaneously. At Milan
almost the entire garrison suddenly
left the barracks, surrounded the

| prefecture and demnnded their Im-

mediate release. It was not by accl-
dent that the governmeni did not
dare to send troops against the
demonstrators!

As for the peasants’ movement,
it is concentrated, after the over-
whelming victory of the general
strike of the agricultural -workers
last. September, in the regions of
Venice, Apulia and Emilia. Com-
mittees of agrieultural workers
were set up in many places. In the
province of Modena, these commit-
tees ceized impertant sections of
land, expelled the owners and oper-
ated it collectively.r

These strugzles which have flared
up in every vart of the country ara
harbingers of new explosions to
come.

betroit Presents
Sat. Open Forums

Beginning this ceming Saturday,
Feb. 28, the Detroit Branch of the
Soeialist Workers Party will pre-
sent an open forum each Saturday
afternoen at 2:30. The discussions
wil be centered around the topic
“Highlights of the American Labeor
Movement,” The Detroit Branch
address is 6108 Linwood Ave,, tele-
phone Tyler 7-6267.

Key

By Lucien

The ‘heads of the capitalist
and feuiddal parties in Indo-

hma—-w-C‘aodalsts Hoahaoists
and Nationalists—were ‘terror-
stricken by the revolutionary wave
that eérupted-througheut the coun-
try after the Japanese defeat was
announced en Aug. 16, 1945. Three
days- later, in an-effort to ‘stave ot
the:- revolution, these political non-
eptities convoked their: general as-
gembly and decided :to form a
“‘united national frent.” ' The follow-
ing ‘day this éapitalist-feudal hloc
issued a- jeint ‘manifesto . inviting
the :people. to demonstrate, under
their leadership, in ecelebration - of
national: independence on Aug. 21.

“What is ‘the nature of these three
partles'* _

! The. C»ﬂo-—Dai Party is a semi-
religlgus (association founded on an
amalgam. of mysticai formuiae,
whose-main aim was to help the
French, -government massacre the
revolutionary peasants who followed
the communist movemerit in Coghin
Ching during 1939-41. When French

immﬂw@n capitulated to ‘Japanese.

militar#m in’ 1941, the Cao-Dal}
!'am' made an gbout-face and as-

. but on'eondition that the class strug-

sumed the role of political and police
«agent of the Japanese general staff,

The situation within this party
changed after the Japanese. con-
cluded the Mar. 9, 1915 coup that|
unseated the French ¢apitalist gov-
ernment. While its leaders took an
oath of loyalty to the Japanese em-
peror, its followers revolted.

The Hoa-Hao Party, another re-

ligious sect, containing over a mil-}
‘lion peor and middle class peasants,

played an equally important role tn
suppert of the Japanese army. Hoa-
haoism was distinguished fram Cao-

daism in that it imanaged to secure |

an alliance hetween the urban work-
ers and the agricyltural proletariat,

gle be completely rejected.. Both
these parties are instruments in.the
serviee of foreign imperialism and
are savagely- opposed -to all -social
revalution.

The National Independence Party,
avowed agent of the native capltal-
ists, composed mainly of middle
class intellectuals (teachers, engi-

. needs, journalists, lawyers and for-|
mer functionaries of the French|

government), is completely barren
of any theoretical and political prin-~
ciples. It is-a group of rotten epreer-
ists and professional opportunists.:

International Coinmunist - League)

me 1939 to 1944 no revolution—
ary voice could be heard among the
masses. Hundreds of militants fro
the two parties- who (fought under
the banner-of -the: Fourth Internas
tional (the LaLutte group and.the

were deported, exiled, imprisonéd
and a good many disappeared in the
prisons’ and concentration eamps.;

But toward the-end of 1944, the
Fourth International. mavernent.: yer:

stituted at Salgon in: August 1944,
at the beginning contained only:
sbout a score of members, five - of:
whem were: founding: members: of
the Trotskyist  movement with at
least- 12-years experience. in reve-
lutionary. struggle.- To® these were:
added a number of experienced;
comrades sent by tﬁe Qection‘ in bh!'
northérn- region ' (Bae-Bo).

Immediately after: the *Japanese:

eoup of Mar: 9, 1945, the ICL. Issueq:| |
.2 manifesto callmg on the revoly--

tionary masses of Sa:gan to prepare.
themselves. for a- mst-approacmhg
revolution. !

" “The ' future defeat of Ja.panesee
imperialism- will -lanrick the' Infto-i

Chinsse people -on ‘the vodd to ne-

‘vaguard tasks of the revelution.
newed its activity, The ICL, recon-|

sallianece  with the
_perialists. They haye betrayed the

bagrarian: question.

.Boulevard -~ Nerodom.

tional liberation,” stated the maiil<

festo. “The ca.pntnlhtq aud feudalists
"whe now serve the Japanese general
staff will similarly seérve. the Allied
Jjmperialist states. The petty bour-
geois . nationalists, with their ad-

‘venturistic policies, will be unable

to lead the people -to ‘revolutionary:
vittory. Only the working class, can-
ducting an independent struggle ur-

‘der the banner-of the Fourth Inter-

national, will be able o fulfill the

.*Thé Stalinists of the Third In-
ternational haveé already abandoned
the 'working. class' in' a miserable
s‘demoeratie’ Im-

peasants and no longer speak of the
.. Today they
march with: the foreign capitalists,
‘tomerrow ‘they will help tile na-
tional * exploiting classes to erush

" 1| the revolutionary peaple.

“Workers and peasants! Assemble
your ranks under the banner of the
party of the Fourth International!”
GIGANTIC DEMONSTMTION_

On Aug. 21, 4t €ix in the morn-

ing; over® 300,000 people of both |

i|.sexes, assembled in columns on the
in - Salgen.

Stteamiérs. and = placards: flew- over’

lole of Trotskyzsts in the Indo Chmese

this human ocean. The Caodaist
and Hoahaoist peasants formed =2
column of 100,000 with the monarcn-
ist flag at its head.
. The ICL boldly unfurled the enor-
mous hanner of -the Fourth Inter-
national. The flag, proudly borrie by
an old Trotskyist worker, drew the
attention of hundreds of thousands.
Revolutieniiry slogans were In-
seribed: in giant letters on a series

‘" of placards and streamers which

floated over our heads: “Down with
imperialism! Long: live the world
revolution! Long live the Workers
and Peasani: Front!. People’s Com-
mittees everywhere! For the Peo-
ple’'s Assembly! Arm the ‘people!
Land te the peasants! Natienalize
the factories under workers’ control!
For a Workers and Peasants iov-
ernment!"”

Thousands of workers, dispersed
and demoralized during the war
years, had never lost the memory of
the revolutionary movement. From
the first moment that the Fourth
Internatioralist banner and slogans
appeared, they recovered their po-
litical conscidusness, felt. thelr reve-
lutiopary faith revived.

Men e);lﬂancad.;iaynnsly:; in .ithe

Uprising

middle of the crowd, they argued
for the right o carry this or, that
placard. Workers came in waves,

greeting each other with elenched:

fist, all deelaring themselves rendy
to fight with their vanguard party.
In a few hours more than 30,000
workers had regrouped themselves

under the leadership of the handful.

of Troilskyists.

The capitalists were {frightenea
by the spirit.of the revolutionary
masses; but not knewing what to
do, they had te leave the field fre=
to Trotskyist activity. The masses
marched from one streel to another
while ICL members tirelessly ex-
pounded their program in open—a,n'
speeches:

Even the peasants grouped sepa-
rately under the-supervision of re-
actionary .leaders lent an attentive

“ear to our speeches on the national

ang peasant questions. No longer
respecting the political discipline: of
their parties, they vehemently ap-
plauded every time the - banner of
the Fourth International passed by.

(This is the second part of an
eyewiiness account on the oulbreak
of the "1'61.;01'.u1i0.:-‘l. in  Indo-China.
The third will be pm?ated in ne:rt
week's Milipant.) - i SR

Events

The weekly Weltwoche of Zurich,
Switzerland reports on Jan. 23 that
one of the main topies dealt with at
the Institute of the Soviet Military
Administration located in Koenigs-
wuestrehousen near Berlin is—Trot-
skyism. Hundreds of Stalinist func-
tionaries, trade unicn’ officials and
returned prisovers of war from Rus-
sfa are trained at this institute for
high office in Soviet-occupied East-
erri Germany. “Against America and
Trotsky,” an article signed Thomas

dl | Vandenbergh says, “ a much fiercer

struggle is waged than against the
remnants of Fascism or militarism.”

Although Trotskyism has been de-
clared: “dead” for years by tlu:

Evidence that an' indepsndent
labsr movement is arising to chal-
lenge the capitalist government of
newly created independett India
fills the pages 6f New Spark, English
language paper of the. Bolshevik-
Leninist Party of India (BLPI) sec-
tion of the Fourth International. In
its last issue to be received here, the
paper reviews the months since
“freedom” was achieved in August.
It is a record-of extraordinarily vio-
lent struggle between the workers
and their capitalist' masters. Here
are some of the highlights:

August: Miners' strike in ILoysbad,

25 killed, 125 injured. Police fire on
crowd at Melapalayam - (Madras), '3
killed, 7 injured. Police fire on pro-
cession of workers in Shahabad,' 12
injured. - Constituent Assembly: con-
fers: powers- of “preventive arrest”
on government.
- September: Arrests of trade union-
ists-at - Assam; - of dock-workers®
leaders (after a strike) in Bombay;
followed by new strike for' their re-
lease; Bombay police break up tewx-
tile workers” conference! arrest and
aetain' strike committee,

October: Police fire on strlking
Shri Durga Cctton Mill workers in
Bengal, several injured, 100 arrested;
ass protests . bring rélease of po-
litical and class war prisoners by
Bombay High Court on grounds of
illegal detention.

November: Madras government
creates Special Armed Tnits ‘to as-
sist police in maintaining “law and
order”; Bombay government uses
troops to break dock strike; West
Bengal government uses tear.gas to
disperse sctudents’ demonstration:
arrest and detention of Saumyen--

-| dranath Tagore and 29 other mem-

bers of the Revolutionary Commun-
ist Party in Bombay. West Bengal
and Assam; Communist (Stalinist)

Last week a strike wave hit “pros-
rerous” little Belgium. Seoveral hun-
dred thousand miners, textile work-
ers, postmen and gas and electrical
workers walked out successively de-
manding a“coet-of-living honus ana
wage inhcreases. The government
threatened to eall out troops and
ordered a ‘“eivil mobilization” or
labor draft for ‘strikers.

Belgium has been played up. as
the pet of the “free enterprise” sys-
tem in Europe by Wall Street spokess
men. It was supposed to bs 'an odsls
of prosperity on the continent. Tts
ca,pii_»a.lisis' have been especially fa-
vored with American loans ‘since
the end of the war. The Belgian
strike’ wavé is thus m preview ' of
E_ur'bpe aﬂfcr the Marshall Plan.

International Scene

By Paul G. Stevens —
CAMPAIGN AGAINST TROTSKYISM IN EASTERN GE§M

AWAKENING LABOR MOVEMENT IN INDIA

STRIKE WAVE HITS "PROSPEROUS" BELGIUM

on the”

Kremlin, in- Germany it l.\.‘pjlearz
constitute a rising' ‘threaf o ©
Stalinist’ bureaueracy; ' Why?” ' B
cduse only Trotskyism means Com:
munism—every principlé: of’, Wl

is betrayed by the' Statinists**Xni
in- Germany:there: are” many Q#ﬂzh ¥
munist workers who for 'ten
and more weré -cut’ off fromy The"
of ‘the world"and- cotiséﬁm&n&ﬁ"
net exper!enced the Stepsbylste
generation of ' the Comiritérn)?
remain true to the pﬂﬁc
Epve dlways held 10" remalin
tutianist, these waorkers must
their backs on Stalinism and
the 'Fourth Intemational.

revu-

Party press served with “mag order:
December:  In.. West -Bengal ;
new oppressive “Public  Safety ‘Aet”
calls forth militant démonstrations
of students outside theAssé I
Tear gas;--lathis - and bulléts:
poured: into ‘the ‘demonstrat;
1-killed;" 25 injured, 200""d
Police 'open fire on slt-down 8t
at Birla Mill' it Néw Dethi; o'y
ers holding an indody! meétiﬁé
Jalpaiguri (Assam), and on peasants
“Under’ Communist influen
Mandigudam' with 5 kﬂ'
injured. :
The New Spark of Dec 21).1‘2
150,000 government ' entploy
in Madyas; prominetit In
skylst- a'm trade umoh It
Amarnath arrested '“pre
A united front of tmde*-
student - organizations, wumen'
ganizations, backed by .a° bl
parties of -the left"(there are
valling themselves Revolutinfiar
cialist- or ' Communist, ! )
Republican Sociilist,” anmt
efc)), in which the Indian: TR
ists  pdrticipated’ ‘proiming :
ganized* huge - “demonstrations’ “on
three successive  days ™ béfores (KE.
West' Bengal Assembly " Cum 4
to obtain the revocation “Bfin' phifa:
tioularly  vicious “Spectal* '
Ordinance.”
The Secialist Party, In the’
affiliated - to the' Indian Naﬂ
Congress, had called a one:
token “strike against the arbm‘ :
machinery set up by the Coh
leaders in the Bombay gove!
Comrade Ajit- Roy, reoenﬁyr‘
turned from a long siay in Enj
continued his successful tfmr Wi

A bgahon
&y

tempt to break up the meeting: t
miserably ‘with' the workm *ﬁiﬁ
off the CP hoodligans. "'~ "~ d

American loans have not been:
to solve the problems of ‘Tl

the workers are forced to str
order to get wage increases t
rising costs,

The official leadership .condemn
the strikes: -Yet"there .-fsf*‘" : *ﬁ' '

gible role here compared  16: Xté
and France. But the ‘mass.
workers in Belglum, as in. the'
of Europe, show that they are.
termihed to fight and solve
problems: i strugglel  THe'*
wave In Belgium is thus a ves
ing refutationof all 'those’ WHY
to '‘picture the ! feimenﬁﬁg’_

struggle’ in' Eirope “as" simp)

emanation of the Kremlln”.‘“

Actwltles of ‘Militant’ Readers and thee-

Socialist Workers Part)

AKRON—4 So. Howard St;, 2nd f1. Mon.
through Fri., 7 to 9 p. m.; anch meeting
Sun, 8 p m.; Socialist Youth Club meet-
ing Sun. 8§ p. m. i

BOSTON—30 Sinart St., Sat., 1-6 p. m.,
Tves., 7:80-9:30 p.. .m:

BUFFALQ—Militant Forum, €29 Main
St., 2nd fl. Phone MAdison 3960. Every
afternoon except Sun. -

CHICAGO—T777 W, Adams (corner Hal-
sted). Phone "DEl\rhorn 4767. Daily except
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p. m. Library, boockstore

CLEVELAND — Xuitant Forum, Sun.,
8:30 p. m., Peck's Hall, 1446 E 82nd St.
(off Wade Park Ave.),

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave. Phone
TY 7-6267. Mon, through Sat.,, 12-5 p.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St. Daily 7-9
p. m. Open house, Sat. eve. Forum, Sun.
eve,

LOS ANGELES — Militant Publ. Assn.,
3161 W. Pito Blvd, Phone Richmond
4644. Daily, 12-5 p. m.

“8AN PEDRO—Militant, 1008 8. Pacific

Room 214,

WAT‘I'S Militant, 1720 E. 97th St.

LYNN, (Mass.)—44 Central Sq., Rm. 11
Sat. 1-5 p. m. Discussion,- Tues,, 7:30

P. m. ._ ¥

MILWAUKEE — Militant Bookshop, 608
5. 5th St. Men. through Fri, 7:30.9:30
p. m. Phone BRoadway 0845.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th St. Phone
Main 7781. Daily except Sun., 10 a. m.-
6 p. m. Library, bookstore,

NEW HAVEN — Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd fl, Tues. 8-10:30 p. m.

NEWARK—423 Sbnmzflelr.l Ave. Phone
Blgelow 3-2574. Reading room, week
nights, 7-10 p. m.

NEW YORK CITY (Ha.)—116 Univers-
ity PL - Phone GR. 5-8144.

EAST SIDE-&.’SI E. Hol.lston St st
.

m-| g,

-lla p.-nsop m. ol

HARLEM—103° W." 110" 8K, R
Phone MO, - 2-1866,' Open
Thur., 8 p. m; . Faia 1
BRONX—~1034 Prospect A

Phone LU. 9-0101, .2 :
BROOKLY\T—G%IS Flllhm St.

ST. 3-7483. i

anLsm_lso w 28rd a P

CH. 2-9434.:

OAKLAND * tcutwmm n. 0i:
1351, Oakland 4.

PHILADEL‘PHIAP-—- mms w
Ave., 2nd 1l Phone st!l'ellﬂ
Open daily. Forum, Fri, & p.om.
PITTSBURGH:— 1418 TFifth- A’

Open meetings, lst & 38d
p. m. Marxisy Study Clmss, Thur,

SAN DIEGO (Cll.)—'For
write P, 0. Box Bi7. -

SAN FRANCISCO—1739 Fﬂlm‘rﬂ
4th fI. ° Phone FI. 8-0-!13 BDaily
Sun., 12-4:30 .p. m.

SEATTLE — Maynard Bidt-,
South & Washington. Phone Main
Mon. through Sat., 12-5° p; .m:' Bt
meetir_lg, Fri,, 8 p. . m. lel‘lr!. boi ks

ST.’ LOUIS—1028' N: Grand ‘Bivdy
312. Phone Jefferam: am, t‘em

7:30-10 p. m, ._..\-J

8T. PAUL--540 Cednr St Phons
field 1137.. Open daily. Bookstoré.; K
3rd Sun. of each montly 9230 p.

TACOMA (Wash.)==Write ‘P
1079, Meeting, Wed., 8 p.: m.. Oidd |
Hall, 6th & Fawcett, ]

TOLEDO ~— 113 St Gllll‘ 3
Opefu dqgkv el

'YOUVGSTGWN-'—L 115 ¢ P ?Edi?d
Rm. 302.:Phone 3—1355 Men. tll

1,




Pohtlcal Savvy—WhO s Got It?

©Oredit for the sturviest hack job

“fo Allan L. Swim, editor of the CIO News, for an
: rticle on Henry Wallace in that paper's Feb. 16 issue,
“Hank May Have Meant Well

ititled
~@aused Trouble.”

.

- telligence.

ernment jobs, he says:

ngimng

. he didn't roll up his

not.as a ‘practicing liberal.” "

Jo'Swim and Murray think that

; -;plaa;iing for the renomination of
{beral”—Henry Wallace? Do they

¢ére . told yesterday?

‘Bwim is one of those bureaucrats who can hardly
oonceal their low opinion of the union rnembers’ in-
i Discussing Wallace's record in three high

i none of these posts did he distinguish himself
a-champion of the things for which labor was

to the fray when the chips were down and the go-
was tough. CIO officials who called on him for
learned to regard him as a ‘preaching liberal'—

‘Now, that happens to be the truth.
certainly come as news to those CIO members whose
‘estimate of Wallace was formed on the basis of what
tﬁey read about him in the CIO News in the past,
ﬁild ‘of what they were told in a thousand speeches
by Philip Murray ‘and all the little Murrays.

the’ CIO have forgotten what happened at the Demo-
‘eratic . Party convention in 1944, when Murray, Hill-
mgn and the cther PAC leaders almost busted a gut

J -ers,are going to follow the CIO leacership’s political
cq}msel today when they see what shameless lies they

AContinuing + his attack on Wallace, Swim then
: makes another very damaging admission:

By John F. Petrone

of the week goes “It should have

to stem from the
But—He

/
been obvious to anybody with po-

litical savvy that a successful third party would have

labor movement. There simply is

no other group in the country large enough to smash

the two-party tradition.”

the Stalinists who,

That is a comipletely valid criticism of Wallace and

instead of trying to build a party

based on the unions, are trying to build one that may

have the suppcrt of union members but will remain

apply to the labor
sleeves and get

labor is
swindle.
But it will and the two-party

And today,
worse anti-labor

the members of
(which,
1946 and produced

that “preaching
think the work-

be very bright, but

under their own control.

American history).

If a policy cowardly and stupid as that can be
palmed off as pelitical savvy, then I'll take Mortimer
Snerd in preference to 95%
statesmen any day in the week. Mortimer may.not

But doesn't this criticism
leaders too?

For years they have been tfelling the workers that
the unions are “too weak” to form their own Labor
Party., Now, just in passing, they blandly admit that
“large enough”
Thatks to the labor leaders, it wasn't done

to smash the two-party

system gave bhirth to such children

as the Taft-Hartley Act.
when that system is hatching even
monsters, these labor
instead of hiding their heads in shame, have the gall.
to chatter about ‘“political savvy” and to give lectures
about not splitting the so-called “progressive” vote
in line with their directives,

bureaucrats,

, wasn't split in
the most reactionary Congress in

of the self-styled labor

at least his backbone isn't made of

jelly and his tengue is used for other purposes than
licking the boots of his enemies,

A_ Glorious Page of U.S. History

emain unwritten.

)

pagES

‘h”ts alleged, for instance, ‘that it is

eal” ‘Democratic Farty.
‘Alllance was a part of the Populi

T

J&Nr,; forces—the Knights of Labor

Many pages of the Negro's history in America still
Not only has the ca.plta]ist his-
torlah kept. the Negro's contribution to the develop-
' ment of America out of the school
textbooks, but even “adult” books
specifically devoted to the Negro
problem, including the 1,483 pages
of the pretentious An American
Dilemma, have seen fit not to do
serious research to fill those blank
The most glmmg gap is

; Thls is a partlcularly glnrious page which explodes
many ‘of ‘the stereotyped conceptions of the Negro.

the Negro into a cohesive movement, yet the
:{!olored Farmers Alliance in that period numbered no
“than ohe and one-quarter million members.
s ﬂwr myth blown to bits is that the Negro has fol-
wed. the Republican Party from the days after the
ﬁll “War until 1932 when he changed to the “New
Actually, the Colored Farm-

,tha.t. it was its left wing and in the forefront of
'$§t:f'(|gg1e for a third anti-capitalist, anti-landlord
ty, Which then took the shape of the Peoples Party.
~'This party was later swallowed by capitalism, becom-
(in; a- part of the Democratic Party, but in ts time it
88,8 revolutionary movement that united with the

movement—and threatened the power of the capital-
ists, | It was strong enough then to elect governors and

By F. Forrest

congressmen. The

to a principle.
live on this.

doctrine of “white

Yet the economic
impossible to or-

ern oligarchy and

An-  In Tom Watsoh,

st movement. Not

What the CIO h

political field. In

was part of this Negro will play a

dimensions.

infamous union of Northern capi-

tal with the Southern slavocracy dates precisely from
this threat to capitalist rule. To conquer the threat
of Negro and white unity, the pl'antncracy united with
the railroad interests and raised race discrimination
The Squthem Bourbons to this day

There are some “liberals” who wish us to think that
in the South, in any case,
white and black., That myth too is branded as a lie
by this page of American history.
movement that united black and white swept the pre-
judice-ridden South immediately after the notorious

it is impossible to'unite

For the populist

supremacy’ had just won its first

counter-revolutionary battle- against Reconstruction.

plight of the cotton picker, share

cropper and. tenant farmer had welded them together
as one, irrespective of color, against both the South-

Northern capital.
Agrarian Rebel, C. Van Woodward

reports the following:

“For the first time in his political history, the Ne-
gro was not regarded as an incompetent ward of white
supremacy, nor as a ward of military intervention,
but as an integral part of Southern society, with a
place in its economy..
two races come so close together as they did during
the Populist struggles.”

.Never before or since have the

as since done in the economic field,

an independent Laber Party could accomplish in the

the forging of that instrument the
part that will bring his role in the

Populist movement of the 90’'s to twentieth century

Notes from the News

food and clothing for the 1,100

Union who are
4-month strike

Mitchell,
Union,

said:

4 iEEl‘ENDSHIP CARAVAN—A caravan of 700 cars
‘h@lﬁ‘-trﬁéks converged on Bakersfield, Calif., last week

of the AFL National Farm Labor

Giorgi Parms Corporation,
president ¢of the Farm
“The
Caravan’ will be the most signi-

Eideh ficant demonstration of the unity
f organlzed industrial workers with agricultural la-
1”i:rb"f"ev.rel' to occur in the United States.”

striking members

continuing their music.”

against the Di
H. L.

‘Friendship

admission to the

REACTIONARY MUSIC—The Central Committee
of the Russian Communist Party charged Russia’s
three leading musicians, Shostakovich, Khachaturian
and Prokofieff, with composing musical works' that
“smell strongly of the spirit of rodern bourgeois

* * *

EAST-GERMAN GOVERNMENT—In reply to the
action of Britain and the U. S.
the Russian overlords set up their own ersatz Ger-
man government in the Eastern Zone,

in western Germany,

¥ # #

TRUE TO FORM—The U. S. Supreme Court, still
upholding Jim Crow in edueation, last week for the
second time rejected Ada Sipuel Fisher's request for

lily-white Oklahoma. Law School.
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ALP Candidate

Sweeps Election
For Congress

{Continued from Page 1)
depends largely on what he decides
to do about this,

Drew Pearson reported on Feb, 13:
“Henry Wallace has told friends
‘that he would yank his third party
out of the running if the Democrats
nominate FEisenhower, Douglas,
Judge Thurman Arnold or any
other Roosevelt Democrat.”

Whatever happens in this respect
—and the undemocratic nature of
the Wallace movement deprives its
members of the right to make the
final decision—the ALP landslide
in the Bronx has given a black eye
not only to the two old parties but
also to the Trumanite union bu-
reaucrats whe have been vying with
each ‘other in denunciations of
Wallace,

In New York State they went so
far as to split the ALP over this
issne.  But their attempts to prop
up the crumbling two-party sys-
tem appear to be backfiring on
them, rather than on Wallace. If
the Bronx election is any indication,

lacea may be transformed into a po-
litical repudiation of them by the
union members. .
DANGER TO UNIONS

Thz union leaders are treading
on thin ice and may very well be
sucked down into the icy waters of
defeat along with Truman. .That
would be poetic justice, but unfor-
tunately it also represents a terri-
ble danger for the union movement
as a whole,

That is why the union members
must not permit their leaders to
carry through the criminal policy
of spending millions of the workers’
hard-earned dollars in campaign-
img for Truman. That is why they
must do everything in their power
to force the holding of a uational
United Labor Conference, repre-
senting AFL, ClO, Railroad and
Independent unions, to work out a
new political policy for the working
class and to launch an independent
Labor Party.

The Bronx elections results are
proof that the situation is ripe for a
Labor Party. If a party supported
by only a part of the unions can
beat the two old parties, no Amits
at all can be placed on the prospects
of a national Labor Party based on
the whole union movement!

Newark Forum will

Discuss Wallace Role

Arthur Burch will speak on “Wal-
lace and the Third Party” at a
forum and social to be held by the
Newark Socialist Workers Party at
its hall, 423 Springfield Ave,, Fri-
day evening, Feb. 27, 8:30 p. M.

Dancing and refreshments will fol-
low the discussion.

By John G. Wright

The February price break
‘the commodity markets

alled, in cur opinion, the
1Ciplent crisis of American agricul-
ﬁ','a_' It is still far too early to
i /gdhge the rate at which this crisis
will unfold, But the prospect for
next few months is that, barring
" failures, agriculture will be

bmnpelled to absorb sharp cuts in

1 ura,l prices take place wmhout
| ectdng the existing price structure

present precarious balance of

American industry is much more de-
Ebeﬁs\lmt upon agriculture than was
ever-the case in the past. Thus dur-
the boom of the Twenties the
efuilibrium between industry and
griculture—worked out over a long
ber of years—rested on a ratio
+t0 16, In other words, out of
Bvery 16 dollars of national income,
He' farmer received one dollar. The
cultural boom of recent years
sharply increased the farmer’s |
re, 'of the national ircome. Ac-
‘ding. to Federal Reserve Board
igures, he ‘received in 1946 one
llar- out of every ten,  And last
year, ‘even more.

NEW BALANCE

ndiistry has been operating on the
sis~0f  this new proportion, and
any ; ‘sudden shift immediately
es’the problem of establishing a
lance. This cannot be done
ssly or in a brief space of
Because farmers now dispose
igger share of the national in-
'e.'v.'é'x"_v,'r_ blow to farm income
s.. more quickly translated
'1aws to other sectors of the
market in the first instance,
trade. ¥

llustrate. Gross farm income
year is estimated at 30 bhillion
ars, ©.A reduction of 10% in crop

|never fall as fast or as much as do

hundred million dollars, A 20%
slash would amount to more than
the first yvear’s projected *“European
Aid" program. Slashes of one-third
and more would approximate last
year's total foreign trade.

Thus, sizable declines in farm in-
come imply not only profound reper-
cussions in other sectors but drastic
readjustments for industry and for
the domesiic market as a whole.

Weeks before the commodity price
break, soft spots began to show up
in retail trade reports. This “spot-
tiness” has recently become more
marked, especially in rural areas.

PHONY ARGUMENTS

The - argument that retail trade
should profit from lower farm prices
is obviously phony. Retail food
prices, which have scarcely dropped
at all, will tend to lag far behind
any present or future declines in
the commodity markets. As for the
prices of manufactured goods, they

farm prices.

The argument that Ialmers will
be “well off" anyway, even with |
much lower prices for their crops
also has little bearing here. Tradi-
tionally a free spender when his in-
come is on the up-grade, the farm-
er is no less habituated to “do with-
out” when the specter of lean days
stares him in the face.

That is why bankers and indus-
trialists are now keeping one eye
cocked on weather reports while the |
other eye is glued on retail trade re-
ports, especially from rural areas.

In the face of declining retail
trade such an argument as the
heavy backlog of orders in heavy
industry is of little weight. During
all booms, especially inflationary
booms, imposing backlogs accumu-

late. But they tend to dissipate
rather suddenly, as happened in
1920.

Perhaps the situation might not
be so precarious if agriculture

| gross national output of 204 bil-

| LARGE SURPLUS

trouble is that industry, despite its
outward signs of strength, has been
fed too long by inflationary fires.
This appears most strikingly if we
view the economy from the stand-
point of the physical volume of
production during the last two
vears. Last year was supposed to
{be a peak year. But the truth is
that over-all production last year
was not much bigger than in the
previous year, 1946,

Where we do find a whopping in-
crease is in the dollar figures, in
particular profits. This is admitted
by such conservative bankers as the
Guarantee Trust Company, who say
in their Jan. 28 monthly: letter:

“The year as a whole, however,
witnessed mo great increase in the
physical volume of output. The
rather striking gains that were re-
ported in gross national products,
income, expenditures and other dol-
lar indices were due for the most
part to the advances in prices.”

In other words, virtually the same
amount of goods which the country
absorbed in 1946 on the basis of a

lion dollars was dumped on the
home market last year with a mark
up to 235 billion dollars. The people
were forced to buy the same goods
as in 1946 while paying out 31 bil-
lion dollars more. This orgy of in-
flation placed an unbearable strain
on the purchasing power of the
masses.

The resulting grave discrepancy
between mass consumption and the
inflated “gross national output” has,
been, of course, carried over into
this year. The home market must
absorb in 1948 at least as much as
it did in 1947, if the economy is to
continue operating at the sanie
levels as before.

But the greater the reduetion in
farm income, all the lower will be
the farmers’ purchasing power.

alone was involved: . The whole

[he Effects of the Commodity Price Slump

unsold goods everhanging the mnr-
ket.

As for the workers, their wages
have lagged so far behind steeply
rising prices that they are no longer
able to buy what they did last year.

But the workers and farmers con-
stitute the overwhelming majority
of the population, If they are un-
'able to buy, where then is an out-
|let to be found in a peacetime econ-

|omy for the huge surplus of high

priced goods?

Storing more and more unsold
goods in warehouses, as was done
last year, is obviously risky because
inventories already amount to more
than 42 billion dollars.

The sole visible outlet is foreign
trade, which has been steadily de-
clining since its peak last May.
MUST SAFEGUARD PROFITS

There is a practical solution. It
is: to raise the living standards of
both the workers and the farmers.

| There then would be no limits to

how much industry and agriculture
can produce, or how much the home
market can absorb. But this solu-
tion is excluded for a capitalist gov-
ernthent, whose primary concern is
to safeguard the profits oi the
monopolies,

Whatever immediate measures
Washington applies—and from all
indications the biggest hopes right
row are being pinned on the 5
billion dollar program projected un-
der the Marshall Plan—they are
powerless to long sustain an agrieul-
ture whose production has risen
one and a half times since prewar
and an industry whose productive
capacity is twice as big as it ever
was. '

The Marshall Plan and similar
measures can serve' to temporarily
cushion the shocks to the country’s
economy., They cannot avert the
downward plunge first of the retail
trade and next of industry, which

This will leave large guantities of

is approaching ever closer,

the bureaucrats’ repudiation of Wal- |

Blueprmt Jor Strikebreaking

+
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fight.

This chart showing the flow of editorial material under the vari-
type process is from a 26-page plan prepared by New York publishers
to fight the AFL International Typographical Union, when the print- |
ers contracts expire March 31. Almoest 211 major papers in New York
City have bought varitype machines in preparation for the coming
The blueprint is based on experiences of Chicago publishers
who have fought the ITU since Nov. 24.
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Federated Pictures

By Pat Allen

On Feb. 2 the Los Angeles
Building and - Construction
Trades Council placed the mu-

municipally owned Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power on
the official unfair list and swiftly
and efficiently 'struck seven large
building projects which are a part
of the 200-million-dollar building
program inaugurated hy the city.
The girike is 1009% effective, as
more than 1,000 construction work-
ers left their jobs and many of the
civil service employes respected the
picket lines. :

The bhilding tradesmen have 16
grievances against the Department
of Water and Pcwer. For the past
six months they have attempted to
negotiate their grievances. On each
and every occasion, Department
and city officiais have given a flat no
to all proposals.

After two meetings with the
mayoer, repiesentatives of the De-
partment and the union committee,
the cily fathers virtually told the
building trades unions that the De-
partment was going to run these
jobs as they saw fit and they would
not be dictated to by anyone.

The basic issues involved in the
dispute are wages, the union shop,
and classification: of workers on
civil service. All contracting com-
panies doing work on the projects
have the standard closed shop agree-
ments with the building trades.
Much of the work is done directly
by the Dept. of W & P, and all De-
partment employes are working .on
Civil Bervice.

Their pay rates, job conditions,
.classifications and wages are much
lower than that prevailing for tie
building trades - workers who are
pmetically 1007% organized in L.A.
The city officials, including Mayor
Bowron, flagrantly violate the city
charter by permitting sub-standard
wages and job-conditions to exist in
the city Civil Service. The clty

workers, job conditions and wages
will be determined by the prevaillng
conditions in private industry.

PLAN TO CRUSH UNIONS

Lloyd Mashburn and Leo Vie.
secretaries of the L.A. Building ana
Construction Trades Council issued
the following statement, “We have
taken every step possible to avoid
a strike. But when the City repre-
sentatives insisted on violating the
City Charter there was no other
course for us hut to authorize the

strike in order to protect the jobs

AFL Building Trades
Workers Strike for
Higher Wages in L.A.

charter states that classification of |:

3 tion of Negro soldiers contalned an

and wages of AFL members.
situation apparently is the i'me-
' runner of a well planned campalgn

‘called meeting of officers, ex-

iecutive board members, com-
| mitteemen and stewards of locals

i for a union shop under
| Hartley
i speech, however,

' mand for the 25-cent per hour wage | price rises.

' ¥Flint. Chevrolet Local.

| meeting to prevent auny quesllmls
| or discussion.

s with unusual earefulness.
| tempted to insinuate that eriticisms
. of his wage polidy were inspired by

i waved in the air clippings from the

| Detroit
| criticized his 15-cent wage increase
| proposal, Reuthey attempted to wea-

{ was impantial. If the conference had

lto crush trade-unionism.”

Labor was supposed {o have had
some friends in the city admlnis- -
iration, and particularly '\‘layorl
‘Bowron, whose candidacy was backed |
n the last election by the AFL, So|
flar none of labor's so-called friends
laave gone to bat to protect the
wages and conditions that the union
men_have gained herc through years
off warfare with the confractor's
mssociation.

The Building and Safety Commis-

knr the city council, almost identical
to the Police Ordinance, which pro-
vides that no city Civil Service em-

3 ; inance passed : : :
ston recently got an ordina i ' euments to raise against it.

rioye can maintain his job, and at
tkie same time hold any office, or be

amny union.

IMPORTANT BATTLE

:The present strike is one of the
most significant hattles in the hlq-{
tory of the L. A. labor movement. No |
u;mon in the city is in a better posl!- 1

Jyon at this time to wage this ﬁgh!‘.'
than the building trades. They are
well organized and are in a good |
atrategic position to bring this boss-
wontrolled city government to its
‘itnees.

It will be crystal clear to every
wnion man in L. A, that the Mer-
zhants and Manufacturers Assocla-
tiion run the cily government with- |
ot regard for already existing laws,
o the welfare of workers on city
lhyrolls: that the workers have no
tl2pendable representatives on the
ity Council, in the Mayor's office,
(371 the OCivil Service Commission
rtor any other position of impaort-
aince in the city government. The
idiescapable lesson will be learned |
f{uring the progress of this fight
that city offices have to be filled
‘with union men.

Correction
Last week's article on the Army
! order continuing Jim Ci oW segrega-

important typographical error. In
rone place it said: “. . . it will take a
‘lot more changes in constitutions
or laws to achieve genuine equality.”
Tt should have read as fellows: “it
‘will' take a lot more than changes
fin constitutions or laws to achieve

jgenuine equality.”

o

| that the UAW Research Department
a. member of the executive board or|

[Umon te find out ahout thelr con-

Reuther Attacks Wage Program
Of Five Flint Union Presidents

FLINT, Feb. 9—A specially

in Flint and Lensing heard Walter
Reuther deal with wages and con-
tract demands. The announced rea-
son for the meeting was the drive
the Talt-
Half of Reuthers
dealt with the de-

Act,

increase advocated by locals in Flint |
and Detroit, the sliding scale cof
wages and the demand for a single
contract termination date. Repeat-
edly, Reuther singled out for criti-
cism Jack Palmer, President of the

After Reuther's lengthy criticism
of Palmer and the five Flint GM
union presidents, Regional Director
Chapman hurriedly {erminated the

Reuther developed his position

He at-

the Stalinists, Demogogically he
Daily Worker and the Stalinist Peo-
ple’s World, which he compared
with a brief statement from Palmer's
radio address of two weeks ago.

Reuther repeated over and over
again tknt it is easy for people to
“criticize,” “split hairs,” ‘“theorize,”
when they don’t have the responsi-
bility of leadership. This reflected
the fact that the demands of the
officers of locals representing 250,000
workers has had considerable effect
on the ranks.

Squirming under the protest or a
large meeting of UAW officers In
the previous day, which

=el out by putting the blame on the
GM conference. Ten times over he
stated that the GM conference de-
cided the size of the proposal. He

voted for 25 cents he would have
gone along. Then he made the veiled
threat that once the majority haa
decided the issue, everybody had to
accept it or eise something would
have to be done about it. Reuther
ignored the fact that the delegates
had the demoeratic right to appea?
this decizion to the ranks.

The request for unified barzaining
in the auto industry, coupled with
an overall wage strategy of the stee?,
clectrical and auto unions was dem-
agogically twisted: Reuther's argu-
ment was that it was a good thing,
we have to work toward it, bul do
his eritics suggest that they wait an
additional six months till the Ford
contmel expires before they get
needed wage increase for the auto
workers who need it now? Or even
worse, do they propose to wait untii
1949 when the no-strike clause of
the steel workers expires? !

Reuther insisted he was for in-
dustry-wide bargaining, but at the
same iime he had innumerable ar-

=

Perhaps the most deceitful part
of his speech was that regarding
the sliding secale of wages. It seems

communicated with the educational
‘ director of the CIO il Workers
the

tracts escalator

clause.
THE REPLY

containing

o+

Internationm Union and the Sin-
clair Oil Company entered into an
agreement on wages based upon the
rise in the cost of living from Janu-
ary of that year to Sept. 15. Both
the Sinclair Company and the union
expressed hope that this would be a
model agreement by which workers
could have their wages adjusted in
part to meet the rising cost of lv-
ing, and that such a bhasis woula
tend to put a brake on contlnuing
Other companies were
extremely reluctant to adopt the
Escdlator type of agreement and
made long term settlements, soine-
times nearly meeting the  compar-
able wage being paid in.the:continu-
ing rice under the Escalator Clause.

“In  mid-summer of 1947 our
Policy Committee was faced with
the condition that the ‘Sinclair Es-
calator Agreement was’the only one
in effect with wage increases of 3
cents above what competitive com-
panies’ agreements called for. The
cost of living during the imme-
diately preceding period had levelled
off with a slight drop in wholesale
prices which didn’t forecast any
further sharp increases.

“The bulk of our membership, es-
pecially in Sinclair, expressed the
opinion they would rather have a
flat base rate adjustment than to
face the possibility of the Esealator
Clause working to ‘their disad-
vantage. Thercfore, we adopred a
nolicy of trying to consolidate. all
of our ‘second round’ wage setile-
ments into 25-cent an hour baw
ad justments. ;

“We have found little dissatistio
tion among our membership ftor
abandoning the Escalator Clawses in
their agreement even though the
economic.: conditions would - have
benefited :ithe membership to t.he
extent of about 10 cents an hour.”

The facts in the cage speak for
themselves: - Under the escalator
agreement, the wages cf the Sinclalr
Oil Workers rose 25 -cents - higher

workers. Aczording “to the testl-

| mony cf the Oi! Waorkers research

director, had they kept the escalator
clause, they would have benefited
Ly at least an additional 10 cents
per hour,

USED PRESSURE

Why the oil workers gave up the
escalator clause is not completely
clear. Reuther falsely claimed in his
steech that they had been violating
national CIO policy by incorporat-
ing this clause in their contract.
Very possibly Murray, Reuther, ana
cthers brought pressure to bear on
the Oii Workers to drop this bene-
ficial clause.

Reuther, anticipating opposition to
his compiiance with the Taft-Hart-
ley Act, went into great detall on
hew he was using the bill to the
advantage of the union by seeking
union shop elections under the law.
With all of his cleverness, he will
still have to get around quite a few
big obstacles: The elactions will be
held miles from the plants and every
worker not voting is considered, un-
der the Taft-Hartley Law, as voling
against the union shop:. Even if the
locals succeed in getting a.majority
vote they must still bargain the 1ssua
with the corporaiion. Management

without a lonz hard ﬂght,.

All in all, this spe"ial}v called
meeting and Reuther's ‘iengthly all-
bis, demonstrated that the program
of the militants is making headway

The research director of the Oil]

Workers answered. as follows:

in the ranks and that Reuther feels

“In | his wage policy is not going over and.
November of 1346 the Oil Workers ’

is losing him support.

I WAS A

#* *

is blind to. It has its ‘finger men’
men’ (to destroy enemies),
arations),

parison.

tary force—the Marine Corps. I

a gangster for capitalism.

sure ¢f it. Like all members of the

This is typical of every one in the

“Thus I helped make Mexico
American oil interests in 1914.

1909-12.
sugar interests in 1916.

“During these years, I had, as

By Major General Smedley D, Butler,
from an article published in the Nov. 1935 Common Sense magazine!:

“There isn't a frick in the racketeering bag that the military gang

and its ‘brain guys’ (to plan’ war prep-
and a '‘Big Boss' (supernationalistic capitalism).

“It may seem odd for me, a military man to adopt such a com-
Truthfulness compels me to.
months in active service as a member of our country’s most agile mili-

from a second lieutenant to Major-General
I spent most of my time being a high-class muscle man for Big Busi-
ness, for Wall Street and for the bankers.

“I suspected I was just part of a racket -at the time.

original thought until I left the service.
in suspended animation while I obeyed thesorders of the higher-ups.

I helped makKe.Haiti and Cuba a decent

place for the National City Bank boys to collect revenues in. I helped

in the raping of half a dozen Central American republics for the bene-

fit of Wall Street. The record of racketeering is long. I helped. purify

Nicaragua for the international banking house of Brown Brothers in.
I brought light to the Dominican Republic for American

In China in 1927 I helped see to 1t that
Standard Oil went its way unmolested.

I was rewarded with honors, medals, promo-
Looking back on it, T feel I might have given Al Capone a few:
The best he could do was opera.te his racket in th.ree qity dis~—

say, a swell racket.

tion.

hints.

tricts. I operated on three continen

RACKETEER” - -

U.8.41.C., Rel. {now dead);

®

(to poinl out enemies), its ‘muscle

I spent' 33 years and four

served in all commissioned ranks
- And during that period

In short, I was a racketeer, |
Sl
Now I am

military profession I never had an
My.mental faculties remained

military service.
and especially Tampico safe for

the bovs in the back room 'wouldr

than the $140 avera@ie offtie. auto

has indicated they will not give In-

A
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