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Hand Out Same

reen, Reuther

Political Bunkum

Offer No Positive Labor Program in Speeches
At Convention of Truman Doctrine Liberals
By Art Preis
AFL President William Green and CIO Uhnited Auto

Workers President Walter
spokesmen at the Americans®

for Democratic Action con- |
vention on Febh. 22 in Philadelphia.
The ADA is _the organization of
Truman Doctrine liberals.

Green, an ancient mosshack, rep-
resents the horse-and-huggy era of
craft unionism. Reuther is a star
graduate of the newer schoo! of
streamlined labor
pose as up-to-date andd
sive” in their thinking.

But they spoke Lhe same language
They

“progres-

expressed identical views on
litical action and the Marshall Plan
—and all their views werz reac-
tiohary.

IGNORED LABOR'S PROLILEMS |
.The problem:s of American labow
before advancing Big, Business ve-
action feund place in their spzezhes |
only in a few hrief complaints, They
had another program to peddle—-

+the Truman Dectrine, currently dis-

guised as tne European
Program.

‘Recovery

When it came to a political pro- |
gram for labor and progressives in |

1948 they came forth with a hollow
negative—*Get Henry Wallace!”

Green ranted about
third-party venture as
and ill-timed”, not to speak of
“red-starred.” Reuther proclaimed,
“We've got fhe job of taking Jn
Wallace ‘and his Joe “STalf asso-
ciates.”

From their concentration on Wal- !

lace, you'd think that all evils
stemmed from him rather than the
Demcioratic and Republican free-

booters who bave mutually held a |
political moniopoly Tor eight decades. |
in |

But you will search in vain

SWP Plenum Adopts’

bureau:rats who |

po- |

Wallace's |
“ill-conceived |

Reuther were the chief’ union

then a,peeche.s for any duect mtl-
|mation of who these big ‘labor
statesmen” are for. And that's

what shows them to be such sad
| bankrupts. They've literally noth-
ing to offer.

BLIND ALLEY
Wallace is a phony who doesn't
| represent labor. Good. Taft is the
{ co-author of the Taft-Hartley Slave
|Labor Law. Nuff said. Truman?
| Well, he’s the author of the Truman
Doctrine and they're all for that.
But still they didn't dare let his
|name pass their lips. Not yet any-
way.
| That is the blind alley that the
| whole past policy of the lop trade
"umon leaders has led to. At this
'lat.e hour and at this critical stage
(in American and world develop-
ments, the Greens and the Reuthers
kave no political answer for the
American workers,

Shall they continue to play the
| politics of the “lesser evil” and go
{down 1o defeat with strikebreaker
Truman or some. other Democratic
stumblebum? Shall they stali
around until after the Democralic
and Republican conventions in the
| hopes that from one or the other
they'll get a name to which they
can attach .a “liberal” label?

tioral politics in this vear of de-
|cxslon and put the stress on “local
politics,” as some are counselling?

This Gordian knot of pplitical ‘in-
eptness and indecision can be cut
through at one stroke. Let the 15
million organized American work-
lers, through their elected repre-
sentatives, hold a national united
|labor conference, form their own
Labor Party and run their own
presidential and local candidates in
November.

Election Year Policy

NEW YORK, Feb. 23 — A,
full meeting of the National|

Committee of the Socialist
Workers Party, with members as- |

sembled from all parts of the coun--

try, today concluded a three-day

session devoied to discussion and|
action on the party's tasks in the|
light of the latest political develop- |
ments at home and internationally. |

After a thorough-poing review and |
analysis of the crucial problems of |
the labor movement and the de-
veloping political trends, the Na-
tional Committee plenum voted to
run SWP candidates on a national
ticket in the 1948 elections.

The plenum nominated Farrell
Dobbs as the party’s presidential
banner-bearer, and Grace Carlson
for the vice presidential candidate.

These nominations will be presented

to the SWP national convention to !
be held around next June. (Text
of adopted resclution appears on |
Page 4). Pre-convention discussion |
was immediately opened in the '
Party.

DISCUSSION ON WALLACE

Discussion in the plenum cem.cred i

on the Wallace candidacy and third-
party movement as the newest and
most significant political develop-
ment, The first two days of the
plenum were devoted to this ques-
tion and the party's attitude toward
the Wallace movement.

The overwhelming majority of the
plenum held the position that Wal-
lace is a capitalist politician and
that his movement can in no way be
considered a labor party develop-
ment. A contrary
presented which held that the Wal-
lace movement might represent a
step in the direction of a labor par-
ty and that labor should give him

“eritical support.
After all points of view had been |

fylly = discussed, the committee
adopted the majority resolution, re-
jecting any form of support to Wal-
lace, by a vote of 22 to 1. with 4 ab-
stentions. This resolution, printed
in full on page 2, says in part:

“The . Wallace party does

emerge as a political  expression,

I

view was also

not f-

of the unions. It arises out of the
| failure of the union bureaucrats to
open up 4 new political path for
the workers. It cannot be regarded
as an aid to independent political
| labor organization but as a spuri-
| ous ‘progressive’ substitute for a
|Lab01 Party.”

I Cwing to the explicit repudiation
| of uaity by itiie Nov. 1947 plenary

| decision of the Workers Party, the
plcnum in a spécial resolution
‘ recognized that the question of

'SW’P-WP unity was terminated “as
!a realistic possibility.” The vote
twas unanimous, with two absten-
| tions. ‘

The plenum reviewed the world
| situation, including the latest de-
i velopments in Russia. There was
Igenex al agreement with the position
of the world Trotskyist movement
as expressed in its latest resolutions
and theses (published in Fourth In-
| ternational, Nov.-Dec., 1947).

MALRAUX

By G. F. Eckstein

All over Europe, particularly

‘France, many former Social-

ists and ex-radicals are eager

to zerve as agents of American im- |

perialism and its native allies. They
plump. for the Marshall Plan. col-
laborate with all the reactionary!
cections of the ruling class. But to
be really effective they have to
maintain the confidence of the
workers.

To lull suspicion, they seek to
cover up their present crimes by
their previous connections with the
labor movement. And Wall Street
is not at all adverse to lending then
| & helping hand now and then.

these renegades among the intellec-

| tnals is Andre Malraux, well-knowi |

French novelist. After many years
of service to the Kremlin, Malraux
(has joined de Gaulle’s fascist-
| minded party, “The Rallv of the
French People.” Malraux now wants
i to refurbish himself in order to fa-:

however inadequate and perverted, | cilitate the passage of Social Demo- l

Or |
shall they just forget all about na- !

One of the meost notorious of '

NEW YORK, N. Y.

Strikers Put Heat on Scabs

Members of the American Communications Association (CY0Q) and
the Independent All America Cable Employes Association have been
on strike against the cable companies since January 2. Here they are
demanding that scabs hired by the boss accept messages. When the
scabs refused, the strikers threatened to notify the Federal Communi-
cations Commission about the lack of service.

/ F{:"‘Eﬂ ated Pictures

.ludge Upholds Taft Act

In ITU Injunction Case

Government strikebreaking by injunction has _hecome a
; [IIRANL . SITIEC DS, g by 1nj
greater threat than ever as the result of a Federal Circuit Court

decision handed down in In-

dianapolis on Feb. 25. The rul-

ing was made in a hearing on the
National Labor Relations Board pe-
tition for a sweeping injunetion to
restrain  the APL  International
Typographical Union from com-
mitting 23 alleged “unfair Ilabor
practices.”

Federal Judge Luthm M. Swygert,
setting aside an ITU motion for dis-
missal of the NLREB petition, ruled

T'strengthens the Taft-Hartley Act
and its chief agency, the NLRB.
Specifically, Judge Swygert ruled
that the NLRBEB, through its General
Counsel Denham, has the legal
right to seek an, injunection aghinst
a union on disputed charges still
being heard “impartially” by the
- NLRB itself. Thus, the NLRB can
| invoke court action to break a strike
or otherwise shackle any union even
before evidence has been heard or

that the Taft-Hartley Act provision ¢mployers’ complaints have béen
under which the injunction is upheld.
sought is -constitutional. This not In the ITU case, the injunction

cnly clears the way for an injunc- proceedings were instituted by Den-
t]on in the ITU case, but juridically ' ham as part of a conspiracy be-
—| tween the NLRB and the big news-
paper publishers to impose an open
shop contract on the ITU and there-
by undermine the largest union in
| the printing trade. The ITU has!
| been waging a determined fight foi
I months, spearheaded by the strike:
of ITU Local 16 against the Chicagc |
: Big Business dailies to win jusuifi- |
| able wage increases and sustain its
| traditional contractual conditions of |
| employment. |

i

=

If Judge Swygert now granis the
E}m‘tition of the NLRR, the 1TU will |
face one of the most vicious and all-
| embracing injunctions in the wholel
notorious history of government '
| strikebreaking. It would liter'ally;
prevent the ITU from even “advo-
cating or counseling” strikes o
: “other disruptions” both before and
after the NLRB decisions. Legally,
it would place the TTU completely
at the mercy of the publishers.

WITH AID OF ‘TIMES’,

the perfidions Stalinist m:ll(,y
! China, supnorted by Malraux, ol

Later Malraux visited Trotsky in |
| France, publishing an account of
‘his visit in the Modern Quarterly !
(March, 1935). Here he expressed .
some Platenic \3 mpsathies for Trot- |
hls.‘.

EDUARD BENES

ICIHLS and ex-revolutionists to this in
‘new  reactionary movement in
France. and to faciltate acceptance

of it in the United States.

| LIES AND SLANDER

The N, Y. Times correspondent C.
| L, Sulzberger helps out Malraux by
Ihis Feb. 14 Times article. Sulz- |
' berger's article is full of inaccuracies
rand downright slanders both about !
the current wvolicies and the past!
| histery of the Trotskyist movement. |
| It seeks to link up Malraux with
Trotsky himself. And the name of
the deceased Victor Serge is dragged
in for the same purpose. On fop of
this, it is stated that “there is a
segment of French Trotskyism who |
would be ineclined'—-to follow and |
| support deGaulle-Malraux,

1

What connection did Malraux
have with Trotskyism? His political
connections were with the Kremlin,
He took part in the Chinese Revolu- ! dicial
tion of 1925-27 and embodied his Work.
experiences in a novel, Man's Fate. Trotsky at the time accused Mal-
Trotsky warmly reviewed il, but at raux of coming to tihe U3 for the!
the same time ruthlessly exposed purpose of aiding the Kremlin in

Bui even this literary eut,hu:siasm'
was  short - lived. The Moscow
Frameup Trials and the Spanish
Civil War proved a turning point
for Malraux, as for so many other
intellectuals. He went to Spain and |
in the beginning of 1237 came to
the U. 8. soliciting aid for the
Spanish Republic.

HELP THE KREMLIN

At that time the Dewey Comimnis- i
sion ‘of Inquiry—which later com-
pletely vindicated Leon Trotsky and
his =on, Lev Sedov, and condemned
the Moscow Trials as a gigantic ju-
frameup—was starting its

stifling this movement

‘48 NATIONAL TICK

| Murray Policies

‘Bring Danger of
;Spllt in (10

'Los Angeles Stalmlsts
!Try to Evade Issues

Philip Murray’s drive to line
up all CIO affiliates for the

Truman-Marshall Plan and against

| any break with the two-party sys-

tem has brought the grave danger
of a split in the CIO,

Last week Thé Militant reported
how right4wing delegates, a miuor-
ity in the Newark, N, J., CIO Coun-
cil, walked out and are attempting
to set up a dual council.

A similar split was engineered on

Feb. 20 in the Los - Angeles CIO
Council, Right-wing delegates

walked out or ine Council meeting ,

after the
scind a

majority refused to re-
previously-adopted resolu-
tion to “take no action pro or con”
on the controversial
the Marshall Plan,
and Wallace's candidacy.

This split was clearly inspired by

Murray. His lieutenant, John
Brophy, national director of CIO
Councils, sent a letter to the Los
Angeles CIO Council demanding

that the local body make a positive
declaration in suppori of the Mar-

shall Plan and against any third’
that .

on
the rules

party in 1948, FHe claimed
even a “compromise position”
these questions violated
governing local councils.
The pro-Wallace Stalinists
dominate the Los Angeles CIO|
Counecil had thought they could |
avoid a fight and a split simply by
ducking the issues. They
pushed through a resolution “that

‘who

this Counecil and its political action |

committee take no action pro or
con upon the questions which re-
main at issue among international
unions of CIO with respect to the
presidential campaign, Truman or
Wallace, or the issue 'of a third ma-
jor political party, or the Marshall
Plan.”

NOT “IN HARMONY”

Brophy promptly wrote Secretary-
Treasurer Philip Connelly of t-hl..
Los Angeles CIO Council demand-
ing that it “clarify its position.” He !
said that its “Policy Statement” is
not “in harmony with national CIQ |
policy.”

Brophy said that the CIO “is op-
posed to formation of a third party
in 1948 and favors the Marshail
Plan.” He added:
by any induscrial union
which takes a compromise position !

{on these points is in conflict with

CIO policy and in violation of Rule
. 8, governing Councils.”

Brophy's letter was a signal to
the right-wing delegates. They

went into the last meeting of the |
| Los Angeles council and, demanded

that the “neutrality” resolution be
reconsidered. When the majority
refused, the right-wing minority
leaders led their followers demon-

Ishatweiy from the hall

SLANDERS TROTSKYiSM

to unmask
its erimes. Trotsky also pointed out
that Malraux had worked hand in

(hand with the Stalinists in China,

just as he was doing 'in Spain.

These accusations appeared in

'UP dispatch from Mexico. March 8.
together with Malraux's |

1937. They,
reply were published in the Nation,
March 27, 1937

Malraux claimed that ‘T'roisky's
attack was due solely to Malraux's
pelitical differences with Trotsky on

Spain and accused Trotsky of be- |

ing ready “to hurl any
to dramatize his personal conflicts,”
This was the sum-total of Malraux's
“Troiskyism,”

Malraux took part in the resist-
ance movement during Hitler's oc-

cupation of France, and. after the'

expulsion of the Germans, appeared
n the cabinet of deGaulle as Min-
ister of Information. In that post

:ne refused to issue a publication li-

| cense to the Freuch Tr otskvm paper .
Lz Verite.

The fascistic aims of de Gaulle

questions ui
the third party.

had |

1] berger,

accusation |

Will
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Fight for Socmllsm

PRICE: FIVE / A

~In Presidential Campaign

By Joseph Hansen

JFor the first time since the days of Eugene V. Debs and the pioneer
Communist movement, Wall Street’s candidates w111 be opposed in a pre

dential election by a o ‘Secretary Treasurer of Local 54

working class slate
standing squarely on the pro-

gram of revolutionary social-|

1sm,

For the first time since
ception of the American
ist movement 20 years ago,
cizlist Workers Party iseentering its
own candpdates in a national clec-
ticn.

As  candidate of
Workers Party for

the

the Socialist
President of the

Farrell Dobbs, Editor of The
tant and well-known former trade
union leader. For Vice-President,
the National Committee chose

Mili-

Grace Carlson of Minneapolis, Minn, |

Both candidates accepted the nomi-
nation.

Farrell Dobbs came to the fore
as a capable, fighting labor leader
during the historic Minneapolis
Teamsters strike of 1934, This strug-
gle made open-shop Minneapolis a
‘union town and inspired organiza-
tion of the whole Northwest.
After serving a number

-
Trotsky- |
the So- |

| der

of the AFL Teamsters and as Secre-
tary of the Teamsters Eleven State!
Area Committee, Dobbs went to New
York to serve as National Labor
Seeretary of the Socialist Workers |
Party. ;

In 1241 he was among the 18
defendants framed-up in the Min-
neapolis Labor Case. Sentenced un- |
the infamous Smith “"Gag" Act:

for the “erime” of opposing im-

| perialist war and adveeating social- |

| ism,
Urited States in the 1948 electiom,,;%mm.
the National Committee of the SWP | )

: . i |
at its Feb. 21-23 session nominated

!
of vears|

he szerved 13 months in Sand-

Federal Penilentiary.

Grace Carlson has a similar active
record in the labor movement, A
graduate with a Ph.D, degree from
the University of Minnesota, she
decided years ago to devole her life

‘1o the revolutionary socialist move- |

ment,

For four years she served as dele-
gate of the Minnesota State Em-
plovees Union, Local No. 10, 1o the !
St. Paul Trades and Labor Assem- .
bly. y !

The only woman among the I8
itlcfﬂntlﬂllts in the Minneapolis La- |
| bor Case, - Grace Carlson served 13
months at the Alderson Federal
| Penitentiary for Women. Like Dobbs, |
:her “erime” was opposing imperial-
|isl war and advecating socialism,

Grace Carlson is a member of
|the National Executive Board of:
the Workers Defense League and
Ia member of the National Associa-
| tion for the Advancement of Colored
| People.

Upon accepting their nomination
to head the SWP nalional ticket,
| Dobbs and Carlson issued the iul—
h)\\'mg statement:
| “We are 1000 opposed Lo the
capitalist system. It is this wom-
out system which is rvesponsible for
Lall the economic, secial and politi-
jcal ills that harrass the workers
"and poor farmers today.

“Capitalism  has  inflicled  two
b \\011(1 wars on us in a qn'vtu of |

P 8 cenrm\

, depressions,
' dice and hatred.

| depression worse

It has given us i’aso__
in Europe and a number of w
Il fosters race prejus

Business is permitied
the country.

“If Big

continue running

s

2k
than thati of
‘Thirties is inevitable. And' so
another world war. Waged'

the end of human c'ul'tm'l;.
“The Republican ' Party

| changed since the days of Herbert

Hoover, This political machine of
Wall Street now hopes to stag
comeback. But a vote for the
publicans in 1948 is a vote for brea
lines just as it was in 1928.. Do
vote voursell out of a job by wo
ing Republican! D

“The Democratic Party is not 3
whit befter. Like the Republicans,
the Democrats stand for unbridied
militarism, A vote for 'I‘ruman it
a vnl,c for atomic war!

Wallace considers Truman doom-

ed to defeat. The Demoeratic’ Part,
is a sinking ship. But does 'VV&I.IJ&G_&‘

| sudden depariure from the Dem

cratic Party make his plogmm'-'ﬁ.
{Continued on l‘uP‘c 4]

StalinistsTake OverGovemment
In Czechoslovak Political Crisi

“Any statement |
council |

By Paul G. Stevens

Czechoslovakia's political fate hung in the balance last week as Stalinist Premier Klem

ent Gottwald moved to install a new government completely dominated by the Communi

Party. The old Gottwald gov-+ -

Iemmen'c fell when its capitalist
' ministers, headed by members
jof President Benes' National @ So-
cialist Party, resigned in protes:
i:!gainst alleged moves by .Nosek,
“talinist Minister of Interior, to

| place the country’s police under ex-

| clusive CP control.
| Benes at first refused lo

'll'c 1-(‘signatimm He lain capitu-

and his “corvborate state,” are now
no secret.
desperhite need of using his past to
deceive the workers about his pres-
{ent politics.  According
Malraux “always says that
thad Leon 'Troisky won his party
Lattle with Joseph Stalin, he him-
| self would today be a Trotskyite
| Communist.”
many others

Malraux therefore is iu

to Sulz-

would have gladly at-

tached themselves to a viclorious
i state-power.

ISES SE R{;L

Malraux uses another device.

|bulzlwrgm quotes extensively irom
a letter shown to him by Malraux,
allegedly writlen by Viclor Serge.

The quotations, though lengthy, are
Bul there is no mis- "

not precise.
taking what thev indicate and still
less what use Malraux is making of
them., Serge reportedly hails
de Gaulle's electoral successes, states
that he endorses Malraux’s polifical
position and indicates that were he
in France he would do what Mal-

(Continued on Puge 4)

ot

accevt |

Not only Malraux but

lated. Faced With tlliH
the Stalinists decided to form a co-
alition government with the Social
Democrats, who did not resign. To-
oether these two parties constitute
a majority of 151 out of 300 in the
Czech parliament and are thus in a
position to meet the formal consti-
tutional requirements,

Should this cozlition malerialize,
President Benes and his capitalist
supporters would be faced with the
alternative of accepting it or
tempting a revolt that would open
wide the gates to civil war,

Gottwald has charged
tional Socialist Party
"111;',' a coup.

al-

the Na-
with prepar-
The Stalinisl-domin-

stalemale. 1_\- dip]mnatirally and ecnnnmie_aﬂ

with its East European bloc where,

tas in Hungary, Rumania, Bulgari

Celey,

"ploitation

'growing unrest and discontent,
s Stalinist

» without
"losing

cted police not only raided its head-

‘quarters, bul

headquart

placed other
ers, including the Social
Democrals., under “protective
guard.”  Simultanecusly Goltwald
issued an appeal for the formation
of “Action Committees” in all “fac-
tory towns, villages and districts”
in support of his new government.
After some vacillation, the Social
Democrats are reported to have or-
| dered their members to join these
“Action Committees.”

The trade unions, under Stalinist
. eontrol, conducted on Feb. 24 a one-
heur gencral strike to back Gott-
wald in his stand against Benes,
with a threat in “case oi neced” fo-
call a general sirike of indefinile
duration.

Although the reported police
measures serve as the immediate
cause of this crisis, its underlying
causes go much deeper. They are
twofold in ckaracter.

On the onz hand, the Kremlin is
confrented with the nced of in-
| tegrating Czechoslavakin more clese-

party .

 gates to

all oppositional elements ha
been purged.

On the other hand, continued e
of the workers by Czec
capitalism, left intact \by the fake
“nationalizations,” has produc
Th
party, dominant in bat;a
the government and the tiad
unions, has found it mwore and mo;
difficult to suppress this disconte
incurring  the danger o
ils mass hase.

LIGN WITH MOSCOW ¢

The Stalinists, in accordance, with.
the new Cominform line, ail
parently trying to use mass actior
in order to align Czechbslov_a:g;g
with Moscow as vompletely as
rest. of Fastern Europe. £}

While the Stalinist I&deﬁ
basing themselves on mass a_p_t_. 2
they are procveeding with a ieat ti
that reveals their fear of its revol
tionary impetns. Thus, accord

istatches, the Slalinists have T
stricted conventiiens of factory del
“establishments with. m
than 350 employes, nearly all
which were already nationalized

This shows how much the Stal
inists fear the much more sweepit
demands that would come- frc
delegates of smaller and still n‘
nationalized factories.

Should a civil war actuallv em;pk
the likelihood is that the situati
will grow out. of hand, no matt
what the bureaueratic plans.
before this point is reached. t’»h
Stalinists WIH make every ‘ef
to arrive at another cumpromi‘s
with Benes and Czech capitalistﬁ
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MILITANT

{Jﬁnl

&ewluhon Adopfed by +hq zFe“ruqrty
?lenum of the. Nahonal Committee
of 't Socialist Workers Part

[ Y-

g Thg. ‘Wallace third party novement
emerges. as a consummation of the
stwar fight, primarily over forelgfl
\hcy, waged within the Democratic
arty’ since Roosevelt's death. This has
nant remains a purely taetical. fight
glﬂly restricted within the framework of
apit.a.lmt ‘class pelitics. The class character
ot jthe Wallaceé movement, as. & capitalist
linter: party. is mot altered either by its

tion of its ;tpparatus by the Stalinists and
3 fe)}uw travelers.

‘The' Wallace movement objectively ex-
resses - the .interests and outlook of those
ents among the U. S. ruling class who
eve it expedient. to conciliaté the labor
mrement at -home and the Kremlin abroad.
ir st»amp is placed ‘upon the movement by

P _'“" édmed defender of and
‘m&}ricanism." This ex-Secretary of Agri-
ilture and Vice-President under Roosevelt

a Becretau of Commerce unaer 4.4umun

capitalism

.Tne _capitalist char acter- of the Wallace
vement .is not altered by the fact .that
he nionopolists are at present united in op-
ng it. Biz Business today, drunk with
ver and bent on world domination, is op-
osed to' any policy of conciliation either in
omestic or foreign affairs, Wallace can-
ot hope for any appreeiable suppert from
eci§ive ‘capitalist circles at the present time.
r‘__v' sunder different circumstances, at a later
iMtage . of the development of the capitalist
risis, they could easily turn to him, as they
ned to Roosevelt, in an attempt to head
ff.:an independent class movement of the
‘workers. _
‘Wallace’s third party program and prop-
nda-are-eleverly designed to-appear as an
1 tl»wa.r, jpro-Iabor, liberal alternative to the
man; party - of . -war,.. depression, ‘and as-
ultsion labor’s righis and eivil liberties. That
s why.it evokes a response among workers
nd Negroes who take its nhrases and prom-
s at faee value-and cherish illusions about
he ‘progressiveness of Wallace.

But _this fa.lrly wlde mass sympathy for

‘for

_tty baurgeojs composntmn or by the pene- |,

| Stalinists serve as their lieutenants, ai.l the

| political expression, however inadequate and

in his party or to give 1t critical endorsement.
Nor can such sympathies, and illusions alter
the capjtalist character of the movement—or !
impart to it a Labor Party character. Roose- |
velt and other bourgeois demagogues had far
preater allegiance fiom organized labor with-
out' meriting or receiving the slightest en-
detsement from the revelutionary vanguard.

Who Controls Wallace?
.-What is the relationship of forces within
the Wallace. camp? The liberal bourgeois
politician, Wallace, personally dominates and
direets it, setting its tone and formulating |
its policy. He is subject to control by no one.
The Stalinists, concerned solely with their |
pressure campaign for a compromise agree-
ment between Washington and the Krem-
lin, obediently follow in his footsteps while
the organized labor movement 'is conspicu-
cusly absent. Actually, the bourgeois and
petty-bourgeois liberals are in commani, the

ranks trail along.

The unions have no way of exercising con-
trol over Wallace, .his party or his program.
Under these circumstances milliens of votes
garnered by Wallace can enhance his. per-
sonal influence and prestige, increase his
bargaining power in negotiations with the
Democratic leaders, and give him all the
greater independence from the labor move-
ment.

A pgenuine mass political party of labor
cannots be built in this country without the
participation and support of the unions. The
established economic organs of the working
class provide the omly serious and solid
foundations for the independent political ac-
tivity and arganization of American. labor.
Thus the indispensable minimum require-
ment for giving critieal support to a third
party mevement is that it be based upon a
significant section of organized labor and
subject to its control and pressure.

The Wallace party does not emerge as a

perverted, of the unions. It arises out of the
failure of the union bureaucrats to open.up
a new political path for the workers. It can-
not be regarded as an aid to . independent
political labor organization but as a spurious

Wallace has moved in to fill the vacuum that
should be filled by a genuine Labor Party and

“progressive” substitute for a. Laber FParty.|

S

n Wallace'

r’i?Vallaf.‘.e is by Zno means: & sufflcmnt rea.socnn the Demom-ats and Repubhcans and the de-
elass-conscious» workers to palt:clpate i sire for a mew politieal road.

ahimld be utilized to expose the sewl!lty nl‘
the labor bureaucrats to the Democratic ma-

.Some workers may ieel thé,t. since the | chine, t¢ advance the need for the Labor

success of .any third party: depends upon
labor support, the Wallace movement must
inevitably gravitate in that direction; and
that if they plunge vigorously into this move-
ment, it might be possible to switch it from
its present wrong course over to the Labor
Party traek.

The premise of this reasoning is false. In

determining a correct attitude. toward a po- | party movement at its present ‘stage of de- | :

litical formation like the Wallace movement,
it- is false to proceed from purely or mainly
tactical. considerations, or guesses on the

| possibilities of using -it. to. geod advantage.

That is:the wrong end from which to begin.

| This new political current must first of all be

approached from the standpoint of class
principle.

The chief function of the Wallace party
is. to deceive: the workers with demagozy
against Big Business rule and to take com-
mand of the . anti-war and anti-imperialist
struggle of the masses in order to sell them
out sooner or later.

Left the Door Open

Apart. from its relations with the, union
movement, the Wallace formation has -not
even as vet completely detached itself from
the Demccratic Party.

the door open to make peace with the Deme- |
cratic high command after the 1948 cam-
paign, and possibly before, and lead his
“Gideon’'s army” back inte that ecessposl.
The destigy of the movement hangs upon this
single individual, his decisions and his am-
bitions. '
Despite attempts to  helittle the” Wallace
movement, it wil undoubtedly attract con-
siderable popular support and it seriously
imperils Truman's election. Moreaver, the
Wallace candidacy not only damages the
presidential prospect’ of the Demoerats but
delivers a blow to the two-party system. That
is the most favorable factor to its eredit frem
the standpeoint of political progress. This
break with the Demoeratic Party helps to
shatter the hold of the two-party system

pelitical situation, setting new political trends
in motion, spreading new ideas and raising
mere sharply the question of labor's inde-
pendent role in politics. .

to exploit the widespread revnlsmn against

This heightening of nolitical conflict

Party—and lay bare ‘the Wallace-Stalinist
adventure as a spurious substitute for a Labor
Party and a false answer to laber's polifical

! problems.

But these chjective conseguences fowing
from the emergence of the Wallace movement
cannot provide justification for its support.
A Marxist analysis of the Wallace third

velopment
toward it:

dictates the following attitude

Expose the Demagogue!

1. Principled opposition to this political
adventure undertaken by an ambitious capi-
talist pelitician and backed by the Stalinists.
This adventure aims at channeling anti-war
sentiment, exploiting the discontent with the
capitalist regime, and making a deal with
Wallace’s former Democratic associates at
home and a deal with the Kremlin on the
field of foreign affairs.

2. Sharp exposure of the fake “peace”

subservience to imperialism, their reformist
panaceas, and their false methods of struggle
against war and eapitalisf domination.. - In-

upon the workers and to unsettle the whole |.

stead of joining the Wallace phrasemongess

Wallace - has an- | and Stalinist sell-out -artists or giving their
nounced plans to back liberal Democrats and | candxdates critical support, we,
progressive Republicans in 1948, ..He . has left | | must counterpose to them our working class

asg Marxists,

pregram And methods of struggle against the
war danger and capitalist evils. At the same
time, in opposing and eriticising the Wallace
mevement, it is-important to acknowledge the
validity of many of its arguments against the
present hi-partisan government and: its:peli-
cies. These constitute a commeon bond he-
tween us and the rank and file supporters of
this movement and. differentiate our con-
demnation of Wallace from the utterly reac-
tionary opposition: of .the .labor. hureaucrats,

3. The union.militants must, ecombat BOTH
the Wallace-Stalinist third. pariy; and the
IAI"L and CIO. bureavcrats whe suppert.the
eld-line capitalist, parties . and .candidates.
Unien militants. must comntinue, to fight far
ithe fermation.ef a. genuine party.of labor,
based on and controlled, by the unions.

> 1

porters of the stmggle: for secialism ite. sup-
port and vote for the Socialist Workers
Party candidates, Farrell Dobbs for President
and Grace Carlson for Vice-President, in the
1948 national electlions.

:bels in American History

~ NAT TURNER

Wallace and Isacson

' Nat: Turner,
who organized an insurrection
gainst slavery in Virginia,
4 hanged on Nov. 11, 1831. Al-

E rebellion Le led instilled fear
i the hearts of the slaveholders of
hat-area for the next 30 years, and
sprred the slaves and abolitionists
‘continue their struggle.

_The son of a native of Africa,
‘urner- was born in Southampton
lounty; Virginia, in 1800. In his
pui;h he was impressed with the
Teligious customs and beliefs of the
eighborhoad and when his mas-
" er gave him permission to learn to
#nd write, he became a

Both his education
eriences convinced - him . that he
nd -his .pecple had only one selu-
on 'to their oppression—and that
/a8 ‘to_ organize themselves to fight
or, freedom. He fell that he was
. seryant- of God, and that it was
is _mission, to_lead his people in the

ggle.

ike many other rebels of his
nie, his philosophy was a. queer
ixture of superstitious belief and

and his ex-|

Negro slave slavery.

ough it was put down in blood,; oo

his master. After being at large
practical understanding that noth-;fo. a month, he returned by him-
g ‘could help .the slaves without | self. He said he had had a vision
eir .own organized efforts to end | to return and wait for a “sign”—a

By William E. Bohannan -

He was able to utilize pre-
vailing superstitions in arousing the
Negroes to fight for liberation.
Turner not only learned to read,
but he-also had some knowledge of
and experimented :n
making pottery, paper and gun-
powder. In spite of his knowledge
and talent, he . was sold several
times by his masters. We can un-
derstand why, when we learn that
onee he was severely whipped for
predicting that some day Negroes
would be free.
SAN DOMINGO REVOLT
. A number of white slaveholders
who had fled from San Domingo

| after the suceessful Negro revolu-

had settled in South-
There is reason tn

tion there,
ampton County.

believe that as-a preacher-who was | 5’13“"3’3 as they marched from plan-
able to move relatively freely about 1 tation to plantation,.
heard | “DEEDS, NOT WORDS"

the neighborheood, Turner
many stories from their slaves about
the victories of tne armed Nzgross.
At any rate the story of the San
Domingo revolution was widely cir-
culated among American slaves, and
strongly influenced their thinking,
At one time Turner escaped from
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signal that would summon him angd
others to action. He also said that
the"~“white spirit” and the “black
spirlt” were in combat and that the
“black spirit” was fighting ﬁelcely
for freedom. .

Finally, in July, 1831 he and four
ot.her _slaves—Nelson .. Wilson, Sam-
uel Frances, Henry:Porter and Hark
Travis:—met: secretly and, began to
plan . the: details: for an. uprising, to
begin at.his master’s home and then
spread ;throughout. the -area.. There
was some talk, K about setting. up a
Negro.. gevernment, but most- .at-
tention . was..paid .te .the practical
details of the insurrection,

| more than 200. None of the slaves

By. C. Curtis

Indushialization of the Nearo : f |

“From the Arsenal cf Marxism
Nincty Years of the Communist Manifesto

By F. Forrest

'lhc slaves as Washington had led

as human beings.

Fear had struck into the heart of
the slavelhiolding aristocracy,

The plan was to .kill . the. whlﬁe
ecccupants of .the nearby plantations,
arms,. and organize the

The night before they started the
uprising on Aug..21, Turner is said
to have made the following speech
to his men:

“Friends and brothers, we are
about to commence a great work
tonight! Our race is to be delivered
from slavery, and God has ap-
pointed us.the men to do his bid-
dings: and let us be worthy of our
calling . . .

“We have no arms or ammuni-
tion, but we will find them in the
homes of our oppressors. . . Remem-
ber that ours is not a war for rob-
bery, nor to satisfy our passions; it
is 2 struggle for freedom. Ours
must be deeds, not words. .-."

For three days the insurgents
struck at one point after another—
burning homes, killing slaveholders
and gathering support as they went
along. Their numbers increased to

whom they reached refused to take
up arms with them-—an indication
that they too were ready for action.

At first it was their intention to
kill every white they met, but they
made one interesting exception—a
family of non-slaveholding whites.
This signifled . that they realized
their real struggle was not against
the white race, but against the
slave system.

In the end the rebels were over-
whelmed by tremendous forces and
hunted down in the woods until
every last one was captured or kill-
ed. Turner was tried and convicted
and calmly went to his death, de-
clarving that he felt no guilt, that
he had only been trying to lead

the American revolution—for free-
dom, peace and the right to live

But this was not the-end of it.

i The Militant.

Henry A. Wallace and Leo Isacson acknowledge cheers at a rally.
Isacson won the special election in the 24th Congressional District in
the Bronx, New York, by an almost 2 to 1 majority over his nearest
opponent, Democrat Karl Propper.

' Federated Pictures
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program of Wallace and his associates; their |

+ 4, We call upen. all workers and. all sup-’

e, S

e

By George Lavan
The Populist movement |
gained great .power in the

West and Seuth.  before
created a nationai thivd party. Fi-
nally in 1891 the People's Party was
founded at a national coenvention .of
1,400 delegates from 33 stales and‘.
terricories in Cincinnati, ;

A labor resolution adopted . ky|
this overwhelmingly farm conven-
tionn ¢alled ror the eight-hour,.day
for industrial workers. But:the main
plarks were for unlimited comage,
of silver, abelition of privately m\mt.dd
national banks, government erop
loans, tax reform, dirvect election «f
Senators (U, S. Senatcrs were an-
ponted by state legl‘slaﬁ.ues until
1913), government control or owner-
ship,.of .railroads  and  telegraph.
1/The,1892 presidential.candidate of |
this. party was General James .B.
Weaver, who haedibeen the:Green-
back Lakor candidate in, 188¢.,. Fol-
lewing a campaign. filled . with en»
thusiasm and- erusading..sirit,..the
new. party. relled .up. move than .a
millicy popular: votes..and;: 22 elee-
toral votes. Many local offices were
won Jn t-lge chl;h ancl Wesl:.

EFFECT ON. THE SObTH

- It is-intexpsiing to: pote. the et’fecs
Populism hagd.on the .South. The
Bourben . landhelders were I the
main ‘thrown. out of -office. by .the
small farmers under the banner.af
Pogulism, To. accomplish: this, many
(theugh: net -all} Pepulists saw..they
needed the Negro farmers as allies,

Jn many. seetiens white: farmers
banded ‘together . to" protegt..
Negro's right. to vofe..Cases oceurred
of white farmers riding all night to
cave a Negro Pojulist from a lynch
moh. Political ralliess of white and
colored farmers were addressed by
both white and Negro speakers. In
Texas two members of:the party’s
state committec were Negroes. The
1892 platform of the Alabama Peo-
ple's Party stated:

“We favor the protection of the
colored race in their legal rights

a higher civilization and- citizenghip,
so that through the means of kind-
nees, fair treatment, and just re-
gard for them, a better understaind-
ing and more satisfactory condition
may exist between the raeces.”

As can be scen from the above
quetation, the attitude of the white
Populists tc the Negroes was not
that of one egual to another. Nor
| did they believe in complete equal
rights. .
were making a definite breach iIn

the Bourbons. Their willingness to
guararton Neoroes political rights
wcld Lave parmitted the Negro
pecyls to. fuvece.
When the Popuist -moevement col-
lapsed,. the Bourbens passed poll
tax and other laws, which: baarr\ed
| the Negroe: and many of the poer
whites from voling, and at the same
timz reinforeed the monsirous Jim
Crew system that prevails {oday,

Party representatives - in 19 state
legislatures. In Washmgton ten

'was an encouraging record for

the 4

and should afford them encoumgt:—i
ment and aid in the attainment of ’

Nonetheless the Populists |

more . concessions. |

By 1893 there were 345 People's |

| House and thr-ee in the Senate. This
a
young third party. . i

1892 was the, year . in. whieh-~;1
great financial panic. started. Hun-
dreds of banks closed. Unemploy-
ment mounted and crop prices fell.
The Populists redoubled their agita-
tion - for the free ecoinage of -silver
and devoted more attention to the
plight of the working class.
COXEY’'S ARMY

In 1894 the Federal Government
intervened on.the side of ithe wxail-
road monepelists to break the Amer-
ican Railway Union, then conduct-
ing the great Pullman strike. D2
and other union-leaders were :ent
to, prison. The Populist movement
organized a great army of unem-

.| ployed .under Jacob Coxey to march
| on Washington.

In that year's state and con-
pressional elections the Populists
polled 1'% miilien votes—a 50% in-
crease in two years.

Bothk the Democratie and Republi-
can Parties recognized the threat of
the new party and took steps. to
combat it. Stuffing the ballot boxes
and counting out Populist candl-
dates was not enough. Both olg
parties wrote Populist planks: into
their platforins. .Inereased colnage
of silver was tried to appeasc the
wrath..of tiie farmers.

Seciions of the Democratic Party
endersed or made alliances with
the Populists and tried to persuade
| them back- into the Demecratic
. Party. These attempts were- to De
. successful,.

At the D2moctatic convention of
1896 - Williamm Jennings Bryan,. a
“Silver - Democrat” from Nebraska.
was nominated. HMis speeches, full of
sound and fury, were -generally of a
Populist tone, with tlie: main em-
phasis on tha free coinage of silver
as the cure-all for the people's ills.
The- only “lebor” planks .in the
nDemncrauc platform of 1896 . were
'f(n restricting inunigration and for
,compulanv arvitration. Neither of
| these aroused much enthu«raam

The People’s Parly. convention
met in St. Louis and the biy gques-
| tion was whether it should endorse
the Demecratic eandidate, Bryvan,
or ron its own ecandidnte. Leadrrs
like ¥gmitius Donnelly, Clarence
Darrow, Coxey and labor Ileader
Schilling were for maintaining Pop-
ulist independence.

Hcwever, the right wing of the
party carried the convention. Bryan
was endorsed, although his Demc-
cratic nmning mate Sewall, a banker
and railroad directdr, was not. Thus

rosilion. of  running their own vice-
presidential candidate, Watson, bus
no presidential candidate,

Eryan's vote was less

| than the

| son received only 200,000 votes for
the vice- Dresidencv iThe Republi-
e White House and both
1house‘; ‘of Coilgress. The Pegple's
| Party had signed its own death
! warrant.,  From . this point on it
was 4 mers pressure group inside
lthe Democratic Party.-

Although even .today many people

! the Populists were in the ridiculous |
the wall of Jim Crow erected by |

1892 Democratic and Fopulist voie |
combined; and McKinley won. Wat- |

tha‘t\{.ﬁubstantml ﬂmnc:al il‘l_ _-
supported his candidaey. . A 'mqp:g‘ orig
these: campaign.. cmtrmlg »
rupt Montana mine owners; /In ‘19

Thomas Fertune Ryan, one'. ne
richest men in the gountry, secretly
contributed . $500,000 . teo Bt"gaa.\.,,

In, his., third campa;gn “Brygn
shcwed that his usefulmess to-the
Demceratic imachine was.. ]m‘gﬂy
finished. . The Rockefellers. pickgd,
an ohscure, reaclionary, judge,: Alton.
B. Parker, for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination. Parker  obedi-
ently declaved in favor of the gold
standard, thus ending folavﬁr the
free cilver demagogy that: had at~
tracted so many Populisis to. me
Demaocratic, Party.

Thousands of former. Popullsbs,
who wanted to. continye- the. ﬂghn
against monopoly, joined the: new
Seocialist Party, whese canm;(atc
Eugene V. Dois, was making, sospia'é-
Jsm a force io be reckoned with

_Wallate Party
Unveiled in Mich.

LANSING, Mich., Feb 21
—Official . unveiling of .
Michigan Wallace movement. 55
“Progressive Party”. took. place ,t-i;-
day at a state-wide- conference
attended by one thousand. delegates
and .. observers. Mlnuri.ty rs@ia.;
groups and students -were heavily
represented.. The . Michigan . Jabor
movement was conspicuous by dis
absence. The ounly unions repre-
senfed were Stalinist dominated-—.
the Fur and Leather Workers-C10,
and the United Office and Puhnc-
Workers-CIO.

There was
program. The avowed polley ‘is:-to
support “good” Democrats and ‘Re-.

sional Districts. .
The gathering was tuned to tmly

WALLACE. THe austere ‘setting 'of: ~
a oubhc hall clashed with this’ a;-

osphere of an eld. time Trevival
meeumg whic lacked only a'.tent
with a sawdust.floor. - A

Fhe entire proceedings of the cou,o
vention. were dcominated. by the
Communist . (Stalinist) .- Party wma«
chine, Their representatives sat.on
every commiltee. Mort Furay, ¥es
glonal: director- of the United, Office
and Public Workers-CI0, , and .a
known Stalinist, chaired the Nomi-
nating Committee.

‘Members - of the CP, or; fe]lqw
Iravelers, also provided . 'Lhe ep
leadershir. At the Conference each
congressional district elected _-Iui.it
| local representatives who cojlectively
help make up the 68 man. Stqm.*.
Ceniral Committee. On each, ofithe
local congressional distriet conmumit-
tees of the six important, ones ;. J.m
| and around Detroit, the Stalinists
have at least one representative. .

It was glaringly evident, t.lult"sj;l;_lg
newly born “Progressive Party”. was
conceived and  launched - without
either the official union leadership
or the rank and. file of the 1ahor

Populist representatives were in uh=' ' look back upon Bryan as a “radical” movement

22 e TR ",,-__‘

symbolized, which spread far and
wide among the slaves and .gave a
new impulse to the activities of
their allies, the abolitionists. The
slaves were finally emancipated,. a
little over 30 years later, after =2
bleody struggle in which they bore
arms and conducted themselves
after the fashion of Nat Turner. | thereby arouse the support of the
And today, when our fight is white workers, with whose assist-
against Jim Crow oppression and | ance they can and will'build a new
terror the 20th century sub.btlt,u‘,e I workd of Ireedom a11d equality.

spiration and courage from Nat
Turner’s militant example and tra-
dition. Alone, the Negro people
cannot win their second emancipa-
tion. Buf even by themselves they
can strike mighty blows at the cap-
italist Jim Crow structure, and

THE MILITANT ARMY
’47 Militant Bound

Volumes Available
Most magazines pay handsome |

More and more readers are keep-
ing watch of their subscription ex-
piration dates, which are always
premiums for subscriptions, so that | , g:.lcl;zgs wr;‘ms L?;}Im gaslllsl‘ie;ndws;;
thousands of men and woinen make | t, renew and is a receipt when
good livings that way, maybe “work- | they subscribe or renew.
ing their way through college.” But |
with The Militant it’'s just the op-i
posite. i J. M. of Seattle complained some

Militant sub-getters not only con- recent issties failed to arrive (prob-
tribute their spare evenings, Sun-|@ably through a postal mixup) al-
‘days and holidays to this work, and | though his sub does not expire
in the bargain bear the cost of | Until June.
money omders and postage to mail K DeéWwed for another year,
in the subs, but also help def.l"l\,' “I don’t like to miss one.issue.”
the deficit which every single sub- | lost. copies were duplicated.
seritpien entails, It actually costz” ®
more than the price of your sub-|
seriptien to produce and distribute |
The dlffe; ence is
made up by contributiohs from de-

voted readers and, in large measure, | formation The Militant containg.”

= * &

L .

R. Z. of Illinois noticed his sub
I\\l]l expire the end of this month,
| and renewed for a year:

5 & W

and

By

Leon Trotsky

e MR

everywhere they looked they saw
the figure of Nat Turner arising to!
plague them. They murdered hun-‘
dreds of slaves who had had not} 1-I
ing to do with the uprising, and
they were so panicky that they de-
cided to prevent Negroes from be-
coming preachers thereafter. There!
were even reports from far-off |
North Carolina that slaveholders |
had died.from shock at the news of |
the Turner rebellion!
Turner was hanged,

but they

could not kill the spirit of revolt he

o

b E L P g O WELY S SRR

by the very ones who devote the|
greatest effort to getting more subs.

Militant sub-pluggers are “com-| . S. of Los Angeles is the first
I pensated” by the satisfaction Ofi to onder the 1847 bound volume of
helping broadcast the program of | | The Militant, which is just being

for chattel slavery, we still draw in- |

While writing, he re- | tunity
explaining, | by the more advanced workers. ;

| |
The ‘ I read in Business Week magazine,

A

The ngmﬁcance of
Union Factionalism
Editor:

Waat is fachonalmn in'a umon"|
Is it gocd .or' bad for a unlon?. II
Lhﬁk all militant unionists would

I
do well to.examine carefully thf-trr

uce of the term faetionalism.. = |

In what kind of a union dJdoes
factionalism- exist on a large sca'ﬂ'."‘

in the country, Reuther notwith-
standing. It dces not exist in many |
AFL unions.

Factionalisiy in a union is merely |
the democratic expression of differ-
ont opinions and thought. Faction-
alism gives rise to discussion amongst |
workers which in time gives oppor-
for the spread of education|

where even the boss thinks faction- |
alism is good for the workers and
bad for the bosses: They point out !

|t.hat in many UAW plants, where

“T am|
|very much interested in the in- |
! shop stewards are ready
| strike to settle a tcough gricvance
| Just to impress the workers.

socialism which only The Militant bound and has not yet been ad- |

presents consistently from year

1o | vertised. She also paid for a 1946 |

| for the boss to maintain what they
' call “discipline”

year. velume and inquired about 1944,

* % oz Availdble volumes, with prices, ave
CR.P. of St. Paul renewed for |as follows:

a year although “I do yot work | 1942 ... $8.00

steadlly and have so many doctor 1948 isandn i e 6.00

bills T never know if I will meet TS s e 6.00

the expenses. However, I do enjoy TBAD v svnimisimisin snvines 5.00

the paper and since.it is election 1046 Gavaenivavaies v 5.00

year I certainly want to get it.” 1047 ittt 4.50

there s strong competition between |
the factions, committee men and
to eall a

The competing groups constantly
| keep the leadcrship on the hot sea’
and also on taeir toes, which is all |
to the benefiv cf the workers. Busi-
ness Week bemoans this fact no
end, poiliting out how hard it Is

in a plant that bas |
| factionalism. Ey discipline, - of |
(-oursr., they mean whip cracking.
On the other hand, examine a
union where the leadership brags
of unity and no factionalism. .Here

| factionalism

vou will generally find a union with-
out democracy.

Dan Tobin's teamsters, Ry
I longshoremen—any factionalism that
starts in the unions of these two
dictators is inmediately tquached
| and smashed m as brutsl a “mnner
as is necessary to stop it.

I think we would all do well when |
speaking of ractionalism to soms of |
our uninformed zhopmates tc ex-
plain this to them thoroughly. Some

meetings and. ¢re. apt to resent It. |
We should show them that facilen-
alism, so long as it functions opeily.
is usually the sign of a good heaishy
umon ;

Above. all, .a militant warker
~:11oulc£ always take advantage of
| any factional discussion in a union
meeting, and turn it into something
educational and constructive.

This chaneca is denied him wher=
and discussion does not |

| exist in a union.

Bill Thomns
Cleveland, Ohiu

' AFrequent Happenmg

Among the Mmers
Editor:
This is auaat a miner. who has

reached the age where the unhealthy |

conditions of the mines are being

| marifested in his body in the form

of hung diseases. rheumatism, etc. -
« Carl Varbanoff has worked in the
mines for. over .28 years. . His Jast
emplover was the Pursglove Mining
Company. For the last vear he has
been unable (o work, «dus to trouble
witihh his- lungs. He was examined
by the company doctor at -various
times, but the company doctor said
that he did not know what -he had.

 Varbanoff was finally sent to. Hope-
mont Sanitariwn where doctors
| With this information v rpanpu
| apolied for compensation irom tgxe
mimng company, The nire. owner
flatly told him that he would, not
| give him comvensation; and: that. hie
had better go back .to. smrk or he
| wouid be throwm .oul of the .co;p-
pany house, Varbanoﬁ was

it was.
Varbanoff aekﬂd if he was ehﬁgb{e
for compensation. The. _company

doctor said.no, but offered o8
any paper needed to make: him' :
gible for the welfare fund:: «This 18
a scheme of the mine cwners o get
out of paying compemmtion heca.uae
a miner is not eligible: for bath
compensation and the welfare tuhd
| aid.
| The miner.does not- Want ID fie
| put on the welfare fund. wl;gn he
| can craw compensation, mainly; be-
cause the welfare fund .only Laatns
| as long as the present. cmltras;t, s.nd
there is a possibility that. there wm
not be a welfare fund.in. the nexd
| contraet, if, the labor unions ,show
ro more opposition.to future.anbts
| labor Jaws than -they have sllomt
to the Tal't—Harlley Slava Lanor
Law. :

This is not an z.sulated c&iei ‘lt. is
a {requent. happening. ameng the
miners, The only solutioh far ;the
miner in eases such, as this ar;any
other medical preblem, is to have a
union doctor responsible ta, the loeal
mine union. rather than- havine thie
company doctor: paid for by .-the
workers and responsible to the mine
owners. R. E. Dehaven’
Morgantown, W.i Va,

publicans in the various Ctmgl‘csa iR

one [heme—W’ALLACE WAIJ.:&GELT#

examined hy  the company’ ﬂcﬁm;
It exists in the UAW,. which Is ah.l| workers get discouraged when they | | who told him this time that he«hqd
one of the most democratic unions | cee debates and arguments in wnlon | something but he dwl,ll‘t know th

little dlscus;iun- o!,_' P55
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carried along, by the hackward
current.

paid experience of the past.”

TROTSKY

"Reactionary epochs like ours not . only disintegrate and
weaken he working class and its vanguard but also lower: the
general “ideological level of the movement and throw political”
{ thinking back to stages long since passed through. In these con-
ditions the task of the vanguard is_above all not to let itself be

If an unfavorable relation .of forces prevents it from

holding the positions that it has won, it must at least retain its
ideological positions, because in them is expressed the dearly -

—Leon Trotsky, S{almlsm and Bofshevnsrn. 1937.

w:, it must swim_against .the

Bandle *Orders: {5 S&”Smmu‘é

sy @

+ By Marcel Rogier *

The Congress of the Italian
Soc;ahst Party (the party led
by Menmi) coneluded its ses-
sions in- Rome recently, at a time
when working class agitation was
assuming -more and .more violent
forms. The general strike in Flor-
ence and all Tuscany, the conflict
with! the police, the increasing oc-
eupation of factories and the grow-
ing agrarian movemeits; all .these

A Milestone for American Labor

' The decision of the Socialist Workers
Party to run its own presidential ticket in
. the, 1948 elecuons is a great milestorie in the
_history of American labor. It marks the
~emergence: of the revolutionary party, the
party of struggle and hope, as a national
factor in American politics.

: Thls announcement may not arouse the
-_fanfare ‘and commotion which accompanied,
‘say, the acceptance speech of Henry Wal-
“lace. Among many who acclaimed the Wal-
Iaoe nomination, there was undoubtedly a
-_-.'-feehng of hope for the breakup of the vicious
‘two-party system. So deep is the desire to
break thése: chains of reaction, that Wallace s
radicak de?z%igogy may unfortunately be mis-
taken for a genuine attack on monopoly capi-
talism at horne and abroad.

In comparing his movement with the pre-
Civil War Repubhcan Party, Wallace is keen
_enough to exPlo1t a wide and deep-going sen-
timent. for’ fundamental change. This coma-
parison._ is false. Wallace’s party does not
at all seek fundamental changes. It 13, in
fact, unalterably opposed to ridding America
of its Qrésent day slavemaster, the billionaire
corporations, banks and monopolies. Its
most extreme proposals represent nothing
but. attempts to salvage a system which
threatens to shipwreck the human race.

The emergence of the Wallace Party
lends stlll greater 31gnlﬁcance to the coming
. pres:dentla[ campaign of the Socialist Work«

Preserve the Unity of €10

The sharpemng confhct between the Mur-
ray-Reuther camp and the Stalinists is seri-
.-ously disrupting the CIO and its Political
- Action Committee. "This struggle between
two groups of bureaucrats is threatening the
CIO and PAC with damaging splits,

CIO coungils in Newark and Los An-
geles hdve alreadv been torn asunder in this
fact:onial war. The Murray-Reuther forces
in both these councils, unable to impose their
policies on the majority, have walked out
and are attempting to set up dual bodies.

Split-offs from Stalinist-dominated inter-
national tnions are being encouraged by the
Murray-Reuther leadership. The shxpyard
workers union, controlled by the right-wing,
recently accepted into membership a sizable
group which had quit the Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers.

Neither the Murray~Reuther faction nor
the Stalinists are acting in the interests of
. the membership. Both are pursuing irre-
sponsible, anti-democratic policies.

The Murray-Reuther machine is acting
in cahoots with the outside agency of the
U. 8, State Department to commit the CIO
to support of the imperialistic Truman Doc-
trine, now embodied in the so-called Euro-
pean Recovery Program. It is attempting
to impo&e‘on the CIO membership a reac-

Washlngton s Undeclared

The Truman Doctrme continues to un-
_ fold in Greece. Major General Van Fleet a
combat general, has been named Commander
of U. 8. Army, Navy and Air Forces in that
unhappy country. Simultaneously the State
Department has forced the reactionary Greek
‘governmient to. put Van Fleet officially on
‘the ‘Greek National Defense Council. This
"body makes all important military decisions
' on conduct. of the civil war.
Washington is openly dissatisfied with
- the:slow. tempo of the war in Greece. True,
" the firing squads are working day and night.
There is' a death penalty for strikers. The
concentration camps are filled to overflow-
ing. The American newspapers carry pictiires
of decapxtated partisans. But still Washing-
ton- isn’t satisfied. The Marshall Planners
want full scale field operations against the
guerrilla. armies.

The Greek capitalists have not delivered
the full scale warfare they promised. This
.is not because of lack of military supplies.
Truman has been especially generous in do-
nating all the latest equipment including a
new batch of fighter; planes now being ferried
from Germany. However, the soldiers in
the Greek Royal Army don’t show great en-
thusiasm about using the shiny new Amer-
ican equipment against the partisans. Nor
do they have any love for the corrupt mon-
archy that British and American imperialism
saddled’on them.

Wall Street is determmed to keep Greece
as a bat"tleheld whether the Greek people like
it or:net.s General Van Fleet’s mission is to

ers Party. In _times-. si.u;ﬁ es.__t_hee_ef__ whenthe
old order begins to founder and when a new

- awakening is opening the eyes.. ‘of .the ex-

ploited and underprivileged . msllxons; the
clear, uncompromising voice of  the, party of
the socialist revolution is most.urgent, ... ..

. What is needed in the United ‘States $0-
day is_not so much th\e,tbreakup of .the . two-
party system as the smashing of the capital-
ist system. What is needed.are not a.few re-
forms that will act, as:a hghtnm;g zod to di-
vert the discontent of . the maeses, but.'a
fundamental social reorgamzatlon that, will
permit the working people to enjoy the bene-
fits of the great wealth, resources and tech-
nical achievements of .American industry.
What is needed is not  another. capitalist
party that means all things to. all. men, but a
fighting leadership of the workers movement
against reaction, against the union-busters,
against the Jim Crowers, against the unper-
ialist war-makers. ! G
¢ Such a party is the Soc1ahst Workers
Perty. For twenty years the SWP. has, pre-
pared for this occasion. . Not for one day in
these twenty years has the SWP faltered in
the struggle for the great objectives of so-
cialism.

. The pres:denual campmgn wnn pla,oe t,hp
Socialist Workers Party before. the ‘eyes and
ears of the workers of.the nation. . That is a

major step toward the .establishment of the .

new leadership that will bring peace, abund-
ance, and socialism to the American people.

" g,
and PAC!
tionary . pro-Tmmau Ppolitical.. pohcy _about
which the members have had no voice. It is
conducting  a red-baiting purge and threat-
ening to “reorganize”. CIO local bodies which
don’t vote “Ja” for the MurraymReuther brand
of “State Department unionism” and “‘com-
pany unionism in politics.” i
.. The Stalinists, acting solely in the in-
terests of the Kremlin's current foreign pol-
icy, are engaged in an irresponsible adven-
ture through the Wallace third- -party..move-
ment, over which the labor movement. has
no control. They are attempting to drag
unions under their influence ontg the Wal-
lace band-wagon — also without any consul-
tation of the members.

The CIO membershlp must promptlv call
a halt to the ruinous activities. and policies
oi the rival split-provokers. And that means
both sides in this fratricidal war, for they
both serve alien, anti-labor interests, .

Let the CIO and PAC members. deter-
mine their political policy, and not agents of
either the U. S. State Department. or the
Kremlin. Call a representative rank and file
convention of PAC and let, the convention
decide whether the CIO shall support Tru-
man or Wallace — or. launch a Labor Party
with its own candidates.

Stop the splitters! Preserve the umty
of CIO and PAC!

War

put the heat on the highest war.¢ouncil,. . His
subordinates have the job of driving combat
units into battle. Haqw far this goes can be
seen from the interview given by U. S. Col-
onel A. J. Regnier to the United Press im-
mediately after the recent battle near Sa-

.lonika. Regnier told how the Greek officers

showed insufficient, aggressnveness and how
he took command and led the troops in the
storming of a vital hill.

.. Following the flght around Saloml‘(a, 121
partlsans, many wounded, were .marched
through the city while.rgyalists stoned and

. beat them. Can it be that the U. S. Army

“advisers” also.suggested this lynch mob
technique in order to whip up more spirit
for f:ghtmg the 'partisans? .

In Washmgton Truman_ told Congress
that more hundreds of millions .of dollars will
soon be needed to uphold the Greek Gov-
ernment. . In . Louisville, Loy - Henderson,
State. Department master-mind . of Wall
Street’s Greek policy, -implied that.if the
Greek reactionaries can’t get their army to
fight, the U..S. Army will be sent to do the
necessary killing.

American polxtlc:,ans a.nd diplomats ..are
runmng the Greek government while Amet-
ican Army officers and specialists are waging
an, undeclared war against the Greek par-
tisans.

This.is: the Trum.an Doctnne in Greece.
It foreshadows just how the Marshall ‘Plan
will ultimately unfold for all Western Eur-
ope.

developments were followed eagerly
by .the majority .of delegates at the
Congress. In addition, this gathering
had a-more proletarian aspect than
the Congress ' of the Communist
Party in Milan. . :

But the results of the dmeuss.ons
rt:on‘x.ﬁrrn the apinion; of «those who
' had long ago given up the idea that
the: centrists .of ~ihe: Italian SP
eould, bey a' possible canter for re+
grouping the 'revolut.lonary forces
in Italye « )
wJt was evident: that ﬂ!t* Cmmss
had been caiefully prepared ergzan-
fzritionally. - More. than half ‘of the
delegates :‘weve :local, ‘regienal . or
| natioml functionaries of .the ‘purty,
constituting that notorious -“mone-
lithic apparatus™ which gives this
party a certam resemblance to the
CP. 1

Of course, the Long;ress itself was
nof exactly inode-to-order like the
Stalinist masquerades. Expressions
of opposition did make themselves
heard. But after observing the oper-
ations:rof -a “elaque” always reddy
to imtervene, seeing the'metal whis-
ties put in an appearance, and hear-
ing the voices of unorthodox speak-
ers stifled: by ‘cries and shouts of
abuse;” one had the impression of
having witnessed all this before and
under. other .auspices. ..

THREE TOP LEADERS

.“The head of this “apparatus” and
the . general secretary of the party,
Lello.. Basso, “has. the reputation
among. the bourgeois and petty
bourgeois public- of being the “best
Maixist” i the country. The report
| which he presented to the Congress
| b no means Justrﬁed this reputa-
tion. °

. Basso: merely lepeat,ed the dull
stupidities of the Stalinists, giving
thein at the =ame time a “redder”
| coloration by the demagogir use of
a pseudo-Marxist vocabulary. With-
| out ithe -sligntest criticism’ of  the
policy . followed by:the SP sinee
1943, he proposed the same kind of
“leftist” turn as the CP has taken,
and advocated building & bloe with
the* CP for the elections:in the
spring (a position which the Con-
gress, later adepted by a 65% vot2).,

Nenni has been the real leader of
the Halian SP fer-a long time. That
he is no lenger so today was mmde
clear by the fact that he was elected
only to ninth place on the National
Couneil of the party. Like the other
“lefiist” leaders of the ¥alian SP,
Nenni, who has always been lavish
with demagogic eloguence, senses
very strangly the presence. of the
mnsses and their revolutionary sen-
timents. “T am not a statesman,”
bhe cried, “but a working class agi-
tator.”

This' kind of demagogy reminds
us.that the third leader of the SP,
Morandi, “specialist in economics.”
recently wrote, “that the economic
plan elaborated by the eccnomlc
conference -of the party was one
thirg, while the economic polity
whichi the party would put inte ef-
fect if-it were returned to govern-

e
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Protest High Cost of Living

Mrs. Ruth Berbes found it impossible to keep up with the rising
cost of living: As a protest she put on a one-woman demonstration by
going on a bread and milk diet for a few weeks. Her husband didn't
join the “hunger strike.” Maybe he thinks a better idea would be a
union contract calling for a sl:dmg scale of wages to keep up with the

rising cost of living.

Federated Pietures

the attitude of the “westeim” so-
cialist leaders had weakened the
French working class. Similar op-
position would only sueceed In
strengthening such_a leadership.

AN ENCOURAGING SIGN
Italian - Socialismy - is without -a

doubt passing through a profouna |

crisis in which it is torn more and
more- between - Stalinism -and the
capitalists. It is not surprising thas
in a eountry where the social strug-
gles and the rivalry for power are
becoming more and more acute, the
intermediate currents—for -interna-
tional Social Democraey cannot pre-
tend to be anything else—are sub-
jected tc opposing pressures. The
right wing of the Italian SP, if it
remains true to itself, will take the
road of Sarragat and D'Aragona In
Italy, Ramadier and Julss Moch in
France, Spaak and Van Acker In
Belgium.

But Italian Socnhsm which, to-
gether with- Austrian Socialism, re-
mains the anly secialist movement
with serious rocots among the work-
ers and with a tradition of militaney
that is net dead, will find an outlet
neither by servilely following the ca-
pricioys tactics . of - the : Stalinist
leaders mor by turning  themselves
into pure and simple lackeys of tho
capitalists.

This is what the left wing of
Sarragat’s parly seems to have un-
derstood. This party. the Socialist
Pariy of Italian Waoarkers (PSLID),
was formed exactly a year ago, by
a split in the cid Socialist Party
uniting the extreme anti-Stalinist
left, which had a revolutionary post-
tion, with thz extreme anti-Stalinist
right with. a. reformist position.

GRAVE ERRCR

For the revolutionary elements
this combination with Sarragat was
obviously a grave error. As was to
be expected, events have subjected
their position to implacable crit!-
cism. After Sarragat capitulated to
Prime Minister deGasperi, and be-
came a member of the capitalist

government,
their position: on the side of the
reactionary government or on the
side of the working class.

. The old centrist leaders of the
left faction capitulated lamentably
before the party leadership. But the
left wing opeaed up a. courageous
factional struggle. It began to pub-
lish a paper, ihe Riscosse Prolelaria
(Workers' Counter-Attack);, which
takes a strong stand against all col-
laboration with a capitalist govern-
ment, and in favor of unconditional
support of all workers’ struggles.
.“It i3 in the - class struggle that
the pelitical consciousness of the
working class must ripen,” his paper
says. “It must understand that its
aim is not the acquisition of a few
ministerial pests in -a capitalist
government—but rather the con-
quest of power. ., ”

The -Congress of the PSLI which
is to open in a few days in Naples,
will show whether the left wing
will remain true to itself and draw
the appropriate organizational con-
clusions from its political position.

SAN FRANCISCO
MEETING MARKS 100
YEARS OF MANIFESTO

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 15
About 60 members and friends of
the Secialist Workers Party here
honored Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels . at a meeting celebrating the
100 years of the Communist Mani-
festo.

Comrade Charles Curtis, SWP na-
tional committee member, was the
main speaker. He demonstrated by
statistics and vivid graphs that the
basic propositions of the Manifesto
had stood the acid test of history.

A brief exposition of Marx’s life
as Yrepresented by his major con-
tributions to political science and
to the revolutionary movement was
given by Comrade George Herndon

they had to choose}

'sion existing between the official

‘| shortly after the elections, presented

of San Francisco. A workers’ chorus
sang several union and 1evolution-‘the Second World War, amid the

ary songs.

The electoral victory of the Trotskyists in Ceylon was a
source of great jubilation to the Fourth Internationalists the
world over. The Lamka Sama?

Samaja Party, Ceylon organi-
zation -of the BLPI (Indian Section
of the Fourth International) to-
gether with the dissident organiza-
tion bearing the same name and
also claiming adherence to the
Fourth International, returned 15
deputies to parliament out of a
total of some 100 elected.
+ The election results indicated: a)
that the Trotskyists in Ceylon have
deep roots among the masses; b)
that the most oppressed peoples of
the colonies, ‘fighting for freedom
and independence, are prepared to
rally around the banner of an un-
compromising revolutionary party;
¢) that it is possible in the colonies
at least, to by-pass the obstacle of
treacherous Stalinism and Social
Democracy. ' )

We are fully cognizant at the
(same time of the unfortunate divi-

section of the Fourth International
and the dissidents in Ceylon. But
the fact that both organizations
bear the same name and cam-
paigned under the banner of the
Fourth International, signified that
the masses voting for these parties
and their candidates had no way of
distinguishing between them .and
the election results had to be taken
in“'their totality: It was a great
victory for Trotskyism.

The division ‘i tre ranks, how-
ever, made us apprehensive about
the 'possible future developments.
We asked ourselves: would the split
be_healed in the face of the re-
sponsibilities imposed by the victory
in the elections? Would the parlia-
wentary fraction work as one in
the face of the class enemy?

It was our fervent hope that this
would be the case and that such
wommon work would lead to the
eventual fusion of the two organi-
zations.. We expressed this hope
in'a message of felicitation sent to
the two organizations.

We did not have to wait long for
an answer to the ahove question.
The independence issue which came
up before the Ceylon parliament

the Trotskyists with an early fest.
Two separate positions and two dif-
ferent stands wefe taken on this is-
sue. © Nine members of the parlia-
ment adhering to the dissident or-
ganization took a “neutral” position,
abstaining from the vote on this
burning issue.

It remained for six other members
of parliament, five representing the
official section of the Fourth Inter-
national, to take a firm stand
against the spurious independence
bill and to defend an uncompromis-
ing position in behalf of genuine in-
dependence from British imperialist
rule.

What was involved in this issue?

The disintegrating British em-
pire which was greatly weakened by

The Ceylon Trotskyists
And the ‘Independence’ B|||

Statement by the International Secretariat
of the Fourth International

-No. 1 of the Ceylon masses. is- ptg-'

|taken by the dissidents and:ré-
s |nounce all responsibility for it..The

and a revolt. of the suhjeol pell]ﬂt!;
in the colonies, had to resort to new:
methods of imperialist rule. Ly
survive as an empire it had te m{
important concessions to the. cels’
onial bourgeoisie, granting them:a. .
form of partnership in the exploi=-
tation of the mnative .masses..
order to safegnard the British: i
perialist interests it had to splmi—
tute the indirect methed of
sion for the more naked rule of &e
past.

The weak colonial bourgeoisie 1)
the crippled British hnperiamu_
have thus agreed to lean on eagh.
other in the struggle agamst tht
masses fighting for genuine:
pendenece. The “independerice”: hﬂl
submitted to the Ceylon Raﬂlamnt
represented an agreement aloRg.
these lines, between the British m—.
pire and the Ceylon ! ]
granting the latter the poe!t.itll 4
caretaker of the British impe:ialisb
interests.

The wording of the bill is sueh
that it creates the impression that
Ceylon has been granted its inde-
pendence. But there is a caich ﬁ;
their proposal which exposes ﬁli
fraud. The pariners to the .
ment arrived at a cleverly eontrhed_
fermula, whereby the British_ ind
the Ceylon government undertake
to “assist” each other miﬁwg
Under this formula His Maji
British Government is to-have
right to retain its military..
naval bases in Ceylon, thus con
ling not only Ceylon, but the. In
Ocean. Against whom is thie mu(g
tary agreement directed?

A
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cisely British imperialism with mj ]
military and naval power. {

The first precondition of gen
independence for Ceylon is te
the couniry of every vestige of B
ish control and especially
control. This issue should have b&n‘-
chvious to every revolutionist. . The
BLPI correctly utilized the llﬁﬂﬂl
mentary arena for an appeal te the-
masses to fight for genuine inda- %
pendence.

What is incomprehensible . haw <
ever, is the failure of the dlssideﬁta
to do likewise. We are greatly oon-
cerned with this. The fact that
they too claim to be Trotskyists
obscures the real position. of the
Trotskyists in the eyes of th'e
masses.

We hereby repudiate the stand

Fourth International is the uncom=

promising fighter for the compleﬁe )
independence of colonial peoples, _for‘

their unfettered freedom to deférs:
mine their own fate. This'is one.
of the fundamental questions .on
which the Fourth International. dif-
fers basically from the traitor m‘
ties of Stalinism and the Social De-
mocracy. The position of the Fourth"

threat of a production crisis at home

International was advanced. in: Cey--
lon by only one force, the BLPI aiul
its members in Parhament, ; i

ment, was another.” How charaster-
istic. of Nenni-ism, that old disease
of the Italian labor movement!

| Paraphrasing it, one might say
that the “revolutionary” utterances
of :the Congress delegates are one
thing, while the class-collaboration
policy whiclx these people are pre-
pared to- apply tomorrow is some-
thing else again.

RIGHT. WING  OPPOSITION

: The-present leadership of the SP
is  hypnotized by the power of
-Stalinism  within “the country and
abroad. . It ‘is a prisoner to a sche-
matic-and naive idea, carrying over
the. old illusion about the “peaceful
growth™ of socialism within cap!-
talisl‘society - into the present world
situation, wirere it becomes the idea
of the “growth of the class struggle
on”the international plane.”

opposition -of Romita and Tvwimnat-
teo: Lombardo, -old rightists and
agents of the Italian capitalist class,
this leadership appears in the eyes
af the rank and file members of the
SPas a “leftist” tendency.
Moreover, these members, for the
most part older than those in the
CP, live in dread of a return of
fascism snd no slogan +has grippea

‘“unity of action.” It is not -aston-
| ishing that more than 99% of the
delegates voted:-to reaffirm the unity
of .action:- pact with the CP, against
which Romita vainly tried to de-
fend the *autonomy” of Socialism.

Repeating  the liné “which the
French centrist, Guyv Mollet, had
tried to introduce at the beginning
of the Congress, Romita fought for
the ‘Marshail Plan, against aban-
doning the “ihdependence of the
party,” for a “union” with “western™
socialists, ete. The party leaders
did:not -have & - difficult task In
demonstrating to the delegates how

But-.when contrasted with the

them so thoroughly as that of:

Story of Stalzmst Coup in Indo-Chmai

By Lucien

On Aug. 23, 1945 the ICL
(Indo-Chinese Trotskyist or-
ganization) unfurled its giant

red banner. before -its head-
quarters in - Salgon in  effect, pro-
claiming its own legalization, At
the beginning: of the 'year it had
counted only a few members, but
by ‘the end of August, the month
when the Japanese admitted their
defeat in the war, the ICL had
| increased its strength to 200, each
member- playing a role in the revo-
lutionary mass organizations.

After their successful -participa-
tion in the huge demonstration on
Aug. 21, the Trotskyists greatly ex-
tended their political influence and
became for the time a powerful
| revolutionary pole of attraction.

shop and press, and its political
directives were issued to the people
in the form of bulletins every three

cal work, the ICL engaged actively
in the formation of military nuclei;
arming the people was a burning
need for the decisive penod just
ahead.

Besides the Trotskyists and the
capitalist parties already described,
there arose in the space of a few
days some 50 other groups, each
with its own headquarters and mili-
tary leaders. Most of these were
petty-bourgeois organizations, op-

parties to the point where political

away. And, in addition, there were
the Stalinists.

During the war ‘the Stalinists
transformed themselves into docile
servants of the Alied imperialists,
Tran-van-Giau, leader of the Stal-
inist. party of Nam-Bg and a no-

The ICL now had its own print:

posing each other and the capitalist |

]

hours. Along with its other politi-|

unity of the ruling class crumbled

t.onous opponent of Trotskyism, ad-
mitted on Aug. 23 in the proclama-
tion of the * Viet-Minh Front, of
which he was general secretary:
“We: have fought for five years
alongside the democratic Allies . ..”

In fact, after the defeat of Fapa-
nese imperialism, the Viet-Minh
(camouflaged Stalinist’ party) pre-
sented itself  to the Indo-Chinese
eapitalist parties as the group rep-
resenting the authority of the im-
perialist Allies. The revolutionary

| masses, on the other hand, saw in
| the Stalinist party a political force
- capable of guiding them along the

road .of anti-imperialist revolution.

Under these conditions the Stalin-
ist party was able to rise above the
social confusion and elevate itself
to the position of a Bonapartist dic-
tatorship.

At a meeting of the United Na-
tional Front's Assembly on the
night of Aug. 22, Tran-van-Giau,
seconded by the - Japanese former
chief of police, Huynh-van-Phuong,
in authoritarian manner compelled
the so-called pro-Japanese parties
to surrender their administrative
posts to the Viet-Minh, “official
representative of the Allies.,” “Your
role is- finished,” Tran-van-Giau
concluded, “give way to us.”

.The leaders of the pro-Japanese
parties bowed submissively and af-
firmed their loyalty to the Viet-
Minh Front. A day later, the United
National Front issued. a manifesto
proclaiming its own dissolution and
the adherence of all the national
parties to the Viet-Minh Front.

At five o’clock in the morning of
Aug. 25, all governmental posts were
taken over by the leaders of the
Viet-Minh Front. The change in
State power was effected in silence

" Nevertheless . Tran-van-Giau cyn-

ot TR

and without the people’s knowledge. |

the “revolution”
his party was truly “democratic.”
That is pure fabrication. This was
not a revolution at all, but a coup |
d'etat put over with the support
of all the exploiting classes behind |

ieally proclaimed a day later that, the
accomplished by | masses.

back of the

revomtlonm g .’:,;"

(Another installment in thig. e
| witness account of the Iﬂdo-(mh!m .
revolution will be printed i 5
week's Mililant.} e e

Activities of ‘Militant’ Readers and the '

Socialist Workers Po‘-ri

Fa e

" AKRON—4 So. Howard St., 2nd fl. Mon,
through Fri,, 7T to 9 p. m.: Branch meeting
Sun. 8 p. m.; Socialist Youth Club meet-
ing Sun. 3 p. m.

BOSTON—30 Stuart St., Sat., 1-5 p. m,,
Ties., T:80-9:30 p. m.

BUFFALO—Militant Forum,
St., 2nd fl. Phone MAdison 3960,
afternioon except Sun.

CHICAGO—T777 W. Adams (corner Hal-
sted), Phone DEArborn 4767. Daily except
Sun., 11 am.-5 p. m. Library, bookstore.

CLEVELAND — MAaiitant Forum, Sun.,
8:30 p. m,, Peck's Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.
(off Wade Park Avel).

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave. FPhone
TY 7-6287. Mon. through Sat.,, 12-5 p. m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St. Daily T7-9
p. m. Open-house, Sat. eve. Forum, Sun.
eve.

L0OS8 ANGELES — Militant Publ. Assn.,
31614 W, Pico Blvd. Phone Richmond
4644, Daily, 12-5 p. m.

SAN PEDRO—Militant, 1008 8. Pacific

Room 214,

WA'!‘TS——M:htant. 1720 E. 97th St

LYNN, ' (Mass.)—44 Central Sq., Rm. 11
Sat. 1-6 p. m. Discussion, Tues.,, 7:30
P. m,

MILWAUKEE — Militant Bookshop, 608
8. bth St. Mon. through Fri, T7:30-9:30
p. m. Phone BRoadway 0645,

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th St. Phone
Main 7781. Daily except Sun., 10 a. m.-
6 p. m. Library, bookstore.

NEW HAVEN — Labor School, 855
Grand Ave, 3rd fl, Tues. 8-10:30 p. m.

NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave. Phone
Blgelow 3-2574. Reading room, week
nights, 7-10 p. m.

NEW YORK CITY (Hq.)—116 Univers-
ity Pl. Phone GR. 5-8149,

BAST SIDE-251 E, IIouzton St. 1st
fl.

Every

629 Main |

HARLEM-—103 W. 110 St Rns. 2& s
Phone MO. 2-1866. Open diaeuulbﬂ‘}‘
Thur,, § p. m.

BRONX—1034 Prospect Ave. ¥

Phone LU. 9-0101.
BROOKLYN—636 Fulton St. Pln
ST. 8-7433. i

CHELSEA—130 W. 23rd St. Ph
CH. 2-9434.

OAKLAND (Cal)—Write P. O..Bos

s "hi_ﬂdai“a’_h' At

fl.

ST

IR

1351, Oakland 4. 0

PHILADELPHIA — 1303.06 W. Gitard
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson. 4-58%20:
Open daily. Forum, Fri.,, 8 p. m..;

PITTSBURGH — 1418 Fifth - Aws,
fl. Open mectings, 1st & 3rd
p. m. Marxist Study Class, Thur -4

write P, 0. Box 857.
SAN FRANCISCO—1789 Ftllmow_
ith fl. Phone FI. 6-0410. Dai!t _'
Sun,, 12-4:30 p. m.
SEATTLE — Maynard Bldg., lst
South & Washington, Phone ‘Mafn'
Mon. through Sat., 12-6 p. m i
meeting, Fri, 8 p. m. Library, bookwh

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Bled,
312, Forum, Thurs,, 7:80-10 p, m.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St. rhm /Gare
field 1137. Open daily. Bookstore. Fofum
8P Sun. of each month, 3:30 p, m,

TACOMA (Wash.)—Write P. Oi
1079. Meeting, Wed., 8 p. m., 0dd ¥
Hall, 6th & Fawcett.

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clair St., 2ad
Open  daily. \

YOUNGSTOWN — 115 E. Pederal 8t,

Rm, 302. Phone 3-1865. Mon. through Saf,,
11 a. m.-4:80 p. m,




8o 1§hst Workers Party presidential ticket in
“the 1947 elections.

In addition to the considerations for a party presi-

Llal campalgn which were enumerated in AugusL

n the national arena as a ])ol1t:m] force contend-
ing Ipr the most important office, several important
‘de _elopmel‘lts since the August Plenum make partici-
n in"the campaign a more urgent task for the

(_:_ m.eans of counteracting the 1cact10n;uy offensive
finance capital on the domestic scene and its war
“The temporary recession of mass struggle on
“economic plane has not eliminated the sources of
_ular discontent.” On the contrary these grievances
ve'become sharper as a result of rising prices, anti-
or :legislation and the danger of war. The presi-
ﬁmtial election campaign will provide the party with
e-best ‘arena in the next period for presenting its
jolutionary answer to the reactionary offensive.
“OF THE RED-BAITERS

e strategy of the ruling cligque of the bourgeoisie
its .red-balting drive has been to identify all revo-
unary oppositicn with Stalinism and thereby to
Bat the authentic representatives of revolutionary
clalisth with ‘the crimes and discreditment that is
ched to Stalinism. Because of our small forces it
diﬁlcult to counteract this strategy in a routine day
da.y propaganda manner and in the trade unions.
e presidential campaign, however, will provide us
th';a. broader vehicle to differentiate genuine com-
~munism from Stalinism. Regardless of the scope of
ﬁtﬁ." campaign, which must be limited by funds and
"ﬁ;rces. our appearance as an independent political
ctor will go far in accomplishing the above aim.

Resolution AdOp'I'ed by the February Plenum of the
National Committee of the Socialist Workers Party

The party presidential campaign will act as an
antidote to Attorney-General Clark’s designation of
the SWP as a “subversive” organization. It will dem-
onstrate to party members and to its sympathizing
periphery that bold, aggressive struggle is the best way
of fighting the reaction and that the party intends
to stand its ground.

Perhaps the most pressing reason that has arisen
since the August, 1947 Plenum for a party presidential
campaign has been the emergence of the third party
Wallace ticket. Precisely because the Wallace can-
didacy will have great attractiveness for radicalized
workers, the party must have a positive alternative in
the form of its own ticket. The SWP campaign will
provide the means for clarifying our conceptions of

the Labor Party and for opposing Wallace from:the

left.
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FEASIBLE

The August plenum made its decision to launch a
party presidential campaign with full knowledge of
the technical difficulties involved, and with the be-
lief that the party could get on the ballot in a suffi-
cient number of states to justify the campaign. There
has been no fundamental change in the problem in
the interim period to justify a reconsideration of the
decision. . )

a) "There has been no decline in party forces avail-
able for such a ¢ampaign—on the contrary these have
grown to some extent.

b) While the party faces greater financial diffi-
culties which may limit the extensiveness of the eam-
paign, it can be confidently expecied that new sources
of funds will be found for a presidential campaign.

¢) Although the red-baiting atmosphere may en-
gender a certain rise sin attacks and intimidation
against the party’s campaign, these attacks, if prop-
erly combatted, can be turned to political advantage
by, the party. The alternative to incurring such at-
tacks is retreat from the public political arena.

11 of the big commercial bakers tell the suffering
blic that their product is “unique”—that it is baked
ording to a special “home reeipe”; that it “stays
e 7 fresh longer”; that it contains
some ‘“priceless ingredient.” The
facts are, of course, that the ordin-
ary loaf of packaged white bread
is uniformly sogzy and tasteless.
And recent medical studies indi-
cate that it may be uniformly
dangerous to its users.

In the December 14, 1946 issue
of the British Medical Journal, the
nutritional expert, Sir Edward Mellanby re-
ted that bleached flour gives dogs fits. Since that

¢e to prove that bleached flour poisoned dogs, cats,
ts and monkeys. In ecach case, the symploms

jed with the species.

fqe tenths of the bread eaten by the American

le 4s made out of bleached flour. For the past 30

rr_a_;. “most of cur bleached flour has been “agene-

! 'Agcne is the trade name for nitrogen trich-

Add A Dash of Poison!

By Grace Carlson

loride-—a substance added to flour during the milling
process, With the agene treatment, the flour is not
only bleached, bul is inade inedible for weevils. Thus,
it keeps for a much lOIlgCI time in the bakeries and
warehouses.

On the subject uf agene and its possible dangerous
effects on human belngs the Food and Nutrition Board
of the National Research Council has made the fol-
lowing recommendations:

1. Investigatioli of the effects of agene-ized flour
on human subjects.

2. Exploration of alternative processes of ‘flour
trealment to make sure that flour is free from toxic
effects.

3. Reduction of the use of agene by wnunemial

. bakers.

Agene gives fits to dogs. What it does to human
beings is still a matter of speculation. Experiments
now under way indicate that agene may change some
of the wheat protein into a nerve poison, which, in
turn, may cause dlcoholism or some other personality
disorder. .

But the mere discussion of the ‘“‘agene"” gquestion
is giving all of the flour trusts and the profil-hungry
hakeries fits. DBecause all of their bread recipes call
for the addition of “a dash of poison.”

Che ‘Negro Struggle
Position of Negroes

The Negro people engaged in a greal migration
g the years of wartime prosperity. It was a
ion from the farms to the cities. Tt was also n
migration from laborers' jobs and
domestic work into semi-skilled
factory johs.

In April, 1940, one-third of all
employed Negroes were farm
workers and farmers. The same
month in 1947 saw only half as
many Negro workers left on farms.
, any of .these had stayed on the land because they
) d - their own far ms or had, mth the help of chil-

i.lfe owned or managed farms, by 1947 the
-had risen to 60%. .

t 'now ‘more than four-fifths of all employed
egroes ‘were outside agriculture. Whal kind of jobs
ithey get? The overall picture is beyond question
of advancement into betier paid jobs with betler
rking conditions. This progress can be attributed -
only to the full employment brought about by
d Slaughter II. Much credit must go to the mili-
~spirit shown by the Negro people and the pro-
Ve industrial unions—the CIO.

3 fore the war over 70% of Negro women, nhob
oyed on farms, worked as domestics. Fifteen
his ‘after Pearl Harbor this figure had dropped
18 ¢§g than 50%. Many Negro women escaped from
hours of domestic drudgery and went into
" jobs—beauticians, restaurant cooks and wait-

By George Lavan

in Industry Today

resses, elc. By 1947 10.5% of all employed {Negro
women were factory workers.

This migration of Negro men and women into
factory jobs, mainly as semi-skilled workers, was more
pronounced than among any other sector of the popu-
lation. Thus they grew from 6% of total factory em-
ployes to 10% in 1944. And it is necessary to bear in
mind how much greater the total number of factory
workers was by 1944 in order to appreciate the mean-
ing of that 109%.

To a far lesser exlent Negro workers were hired as
foremen and skilled workers, but the gain here was
negligible. That Jim Crow was the main reason for
this, needs no explanation. Moreover, since the end
of the war the number of Negroes holding jobs as
skilled workers and foremen has declined.

The greatest wartime gains in factory employ-
ment for Negroes were in the munitions industries—
metals, chemicals, rubber, etc. It was precisely these
munitions industries which suffered the greatest cut-
backs when the world slaughter ended.

Despite discriminatory layoffs and firings with or
without cutbacks the Negro people remain today an
integral part of the American working class. Creeping
unemployment has hit the Negro communities out of
all proportion to other sections of the population, It
is a threat to the living standards of the whole Negro
people, -and thereby to the whole working class.

The job for labor now is to continue the fight—
batter down the bars to equal employment rights and
fight all attempts to squeeze Negro workers out of
jobs gained.

Noles from

the News

Sabe, 1ntemat.mna.1 wpresentatwe

of the UAW-CIO. This was the

{irst CIO election held in Cleve-

land for a union shop under the
Taft-Hartley Law.

=

MOVIE JIM-CROWED — The

' scheduled film on the baseball

‘-of Jackie Robinson, starring the Brooklvn fu'st

o

"

; the Department of Justice. Among, those
rom deportation was Steve Tandaric, who came
the U. S. in 1911 at the age of five. A former
v of a CIO Steelworkers local, Tandaric was ar-
r deportation after his return from fighting

berto Silex of El Paso, former regional director
OIO Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, and ‘Anton
n-CIO Auto Worker of South Bend, whose citizen-
W

£ =

e A

a strike against the City Water and Power Depart-
ment in the face of an injunction which forbade
calling a strike, picketing, and declaring the Depart-
ment's projects unfair.
oot
ONLY SWP FOUGHT HIM — State Senator Jack
Tenney, head of the “Little Dies” Committee, is again
pushing the witch hunt at full force in California. At
the 'last elections Tenney- was unopposed save for the
SWP write-in candidate, Cynthia Rogalin. She re-
ceived many votes from rank and file Stalinists whose
party ran no candidate against Tenney.
. L

L

= “

11 PENNIES — All the newspaper hullabaloo about
dropping food prices in the past two weeks didn't
ease the strain on the housewife’'s bydget. A week's
food for a family of four bought in New York on
Feb. 20 cost only 1lc less than the same food bought
Feb. 1,

%

AGAINST UMT — The American Council of Edu-
cation announced that a national poll of educators
showed 73% against Universal Military Training.

£ L]

LEGAL LYNCHING — A Negro woman, Rosa Lee
Ingram and her sons, Wallace, 16, and Sammy Lee,
14, have been sentenced to the electric chair for
the self-defense slaying of a white neighbor. The
NAACP is appealing the savage conviction by a lily-

white Georgia jury,

L
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Radica

Malraux Slanders
Trotskyism; Gets
Aid from "Times”

(Continued from Page 1)
raux is doing, i. e., “collaborate™”
with de Gaulle. The use of this
letter shows that Malraux is aim-
ing not only at-the French workers
but at his American public which is
fittingly aghast at his new political
role. But Malraux will nol.be able
to cover himself with the name of
Serge whose friendship with Trot-
'sky is heavily emphasized in Sulz-
berger’s article.
SERGE AND TROTSKYISM
Victor Serge was a distinguished |
revolutionary and writer of many
years standing. After taking part in
revolutionary struggles in Europe

Bolsheviks. and joined the Trotsky-
ist Left Oprosition.

persecution of all supporters of |
Trotskyism. Through his repula-
tion abroad and the pressure of his
friends, he was able to get out of
Russia and to expose the crimes of
Stalinism. '

Revolution was a decisive turning
point in his relations with
skyism.

party which joined the Popular

polizy. The break belween Serge

tremely sharp and well-publicized
form.

Trotsky took every opportunity to
denounce publicly Serge's political
theories and policies especially in
relation to Spain. Thus he wrote
in 1938:
cept” of revolution, writes poems
about it, but is incapable of under-
standing it as it is.” The sharp-
ness of the polemic and its compre-
hensive character show how neces-
sary Trotsky thought it to break all
political ties with Serge. All this
appeared in the Pioneer Press edi-
tion of Their Morals and Ours.

Sulzberger, however, writes of
Serge that in ‘Mexico “he was a
great friend of Trotsky until the
latter was assassinated.”  After
1938 Serge could mot possibly have
been “a great friend” of Trotsky
in any place. It also happens that
Serge arrived in Mexico after Trot-
sky was murdered.

As for the pretense that there are
{ French Trotskyists who would con-
sider Serge's letter as a good rea-
son to “the left” to join de Gaulle,
it is a brazen lie in the GPU man-
ner. The French Trotskyist move-
ment knows de Gaulle for what he
is, the mortal enemy of the French
proletariat, and is in the vanguard
of the struggle against him.

READ

S ——

he went to Russia, worked with the |

He bore him-_
self heroically against the Stalinist!

Trot- |
Victor Serge publicly be- | for peace. In the same breath he |
came a member of the POUM, a | emphasizes his loyalty to the capi-|
Front and carried out a vacillating |

and Trotsky soon assumed an ex-

“Serge plays with the con-

by the Ku Klux Klan to stay out

Defies Ku Klux Klan

When Walter Bowland, Lakeview, Ga. basketball coach, was ordered

of Rossville, Ga., he decided to put

| up an argument. The gun in his belt showed that he was prepared to

back up his stand with the kind

No one bothered him,
|

of language the Klan understands.

Fecerated Pictures

Dobbs-Carlson Ticket

(Continued from Page 1)

| talist politicians?
“Wallace claims that he stands|

| talist system. Peace and capitalism |
don’t mix. Woodrow Wilson prom-
|ised to keep America out of war.
In office, however, he plunged the
l1:Ini.l;e3cl States into World War T.|
Franklin D. Roosevelt likewise pro-
 claimed that he hated war and
promised “again and again and!
again” he would not send American
boys to fight overseas. But Roose-
lvelt had Wallace’s help in plunging
the United States into World War
II. _
“Wallace now insists that he rep-
resents the tradition of Wilson a.nd
Roosevelt.
of promising peace and giving us

war?
“The Stalinists are now doing
the dirty work for Wallace: This

is the American Stalinist version of
the deadly line handed down by the
Moscow oligarchy. To build up a
capitalist party is nothmg new for
the Stalinists. Underl Earl Br owder
they became experts at it.
STALINIST BETRAYERS

“True, the Stalinists beat their
breasts in repentance over all their
wartime political crimes and of-
fered up Earl Browder as a scape-
goal; '
it. They asked only two questions
of Wallace: Does he favor a deal
with the Kremlin? Is he building

swered, ‘Yes,
them.
“In opposition to all these capi-

that was enough for

we stand for establishment of a
Workers and Farmers Government.
We stand for an end to the anarchy

sions and anti-labor laws, We stand
for the modern cocialist system of |
running industry. Socialism alone

Isn’t that the trad:tmn|

but they didn't really mean]

a capitalist party? When he an-!

talist politicians and their stooges, |

plentv. It replaces the profit syvstem

But for Serge, too, the Spanish|Petter than that of the other Ldpi-]dnd thereby eliminates the basic

| cause of wars, poverty and political
| reaction.

“End the rule of the piratical |

dustry for greedy personal ends!
| Put order and planning in our mag-
nificent industrial system! Prevent

a Third World War! Join the strug-
Iglc for peace and security by build-
mg socialism."”

cligues of capitalists who run in-!

CIO Shipyard Union's Structur
lly Altered at Conventior

P

e
l1

+ By Bob Lowell ;
I When the thirteenth annual convention of the CiO Indus-
i trial Union of Marine and Shipbuilding Workers came to:a

‘close in Cleveland on Feb. 13,
the union emerged strength-
ened in numbers, but with the or-
| ganizational structure so changed
 that it now resembles a catch-all

: |f01‘ widely-different industries.

This radical change came through
i the admission of some 25,000 dues
payers from the CIO United Rail-
road Workers and approximately
15,000 members of a split-off from
the Stalinist-dominated CIO Inter-
national Mine, Mill and Smelter
Workers.

The entrance of the mine-mill
workers, who had split from .the
parent organization and formed an
independent group, the Progressive
Metal Council, raises problems of a
far-reaching nature.

The change in the siructure of
the TUMSWA developed oul of a

| series’ of problems that face the
shipbuilding and repair industry in
this country,
Though apparently uneasy at the
prospect of having the shipyard
{ workers become an unimportant
section of a larger union in which
railroad, metal, and possibly other
| sroups will play an increasingly im-
portant role, the 426 delegates meet-
ing in Cleveland's Hollenden Hotel
voted for the admission of these
| workers as an expression of their
lack of faith in the government's
intention to “Save the Industry.”
Though complicated in its origin, |
this amnlzamation is developing a
| union that will, in all probability,

become a “home” for splinter
groups from  Stalinist-dominated
unions.

The conservative ]eaclelslup of

|South5|de

L. A. Labor

RunsOwnCandldates

Bv Al Lynn
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20—

Five candidates for public ‘of-
fice in Southeast Los Angeles were
accepted for endorsement this week
by a special sub-committee on can-
didates of the Southeast Commit-
tee for Labor candidates meeting
| here last Sunday.

The candidates include two CIO|
United Auto Workers members, one
from the Brotherhood of Railway |
Trainmen, a member of the AFL |
International Typographical Union,

|actwe in the UAW and the Steel-
| workers.

The Southeast Committee
formed several months ago on the
initiative of the PAC Committee of
UAW General Motors Local 216 to
fight for labor candidates in the
communities of Lynwood, Maywood, |
Bell, South Gate, and ﬂlmtington
Park in the coming April 12 elec- |
tions. These cities, with a total

the industrial heart of Los Angeles, |
where the union movement is
strong.

{ Inspiration was given to the for-

of capitalism with its wars, depres- | mation of this committee by the slate.

| poor results obtained when several |
of the PAC committees of wvarious
[locals took to visiting City Coun-
|c11¢, on various issues such as hous- |

and a tool-and-die maker former ly'

was |

population of 120,000, are located in!

were given evasive or anti-labor an-
swers on all issues. This showed
that labor needed its own repre-
sentatives in local government.

An imposing and steadily grow-
|ing list of union locals are coming
out in support of the Committee as
well as several key labor figures, in-
cluding International Reprcsenta—
||t.nes of some of the CIO unions,
such as Steel and Textilee More
than 20 locals are invelved up to
{the present time. In addition to the
CIO there are AFL Locals, the
uBrotherhood of Railway Trainmen,
Brotherhood of Railway Firemen
and Engineers, and the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists. In
the opening stages of a drive for
' funds, the Consolidated Steel Local
has voted $100.

A very shabby role is being played
by the Stalinists in accordance with
(their traditional line of running
[after the so-called liberals. Al-
thouOh the Committee makes the
point that it will give full hearing io
liberal candidates, the -Stalinist-
controlled PAC Committee of the
CIO Council has ignored it in favor
of the California Legislative Con-

| ference which is also drawing up a

The Legislative Conference
had an attendance of only 12 at
their meeting compared to 50 to G0
delegates who showed up at the

U

Green, John ngan and Ross
Blood were returned to office with
little opposition. But the change in
the organizational structure of the
union promises to turn the atlen-
tion of the leadership away  from
the crucial problems of. the ship-
yard workers.

Held in a city where t.he ‘CIO In-
dustrial Union Council is:torn with
the fight between the Stalinists and
the. Murray-Reuther -machine, the
convention was used by..the CIO top
leaders as a launching platform for
a major attack on the Wallace ad-
venture, a demonstration ‘for the
imperialist Marshall Plan and an
attempt to, stimulate support for
their CIO Political Action” Proglanl
{of continued backing for the two-
party political monopoly of Wall
Street.

A small Stalinist opposition to
the signing of the Taft- Hartley af-
fidavits, the Marshall Plan’ resolu-
tion and the CIO-PAC program
was red-baited, shouted down and
swamped in the voting. This Stal-
inist group, which practically con-
trolled the union as recently as
1944, is now thoroughly discredited
and was represented by omv eight
or fen delegates.

The opening day of Lhe conven-
tion brought a political debate on
the CIO-PAC program when a
| resolution embodying thehe\ ideas
| was, read out by Resolutioti§”‘Com-
| mittee Chairman, Thomags" F‘Ivnn A
pro-Wallace  spokesman quickly
gamed the floor and spoke’ 'nbout

“smoking out the leactxona.uea in
both parties.” His speech “was§ met
| with boos and cries of “sit dowiil”

A delegafe’ from Brookiyn then
took the microphone and attackséd
Wallace as a, “millionaire publisher
who had no responsibility to the
labor movement.” This delegate
then criticized CIO-PAC poliey is
“company unionism in polities” and
charged that implicit in the PAC
leadership program is support of
“strikebreaker, Truman, the gradu--
ate of the corrupt Pendergast ma-
chine of Kansas City and his cor-
rupt and reactionary party.”

Pointing out the class nature of
the union organization, the speaker
called for the formation of a party

of labor. “Only by independent
labor action will we be able to mo-
bilize the workers of America

against Wallace, Truman and Taft,
all representatives of the capitalist
class, the manufacturers, the same
people whom we fought on the
picket lines for five monihs -last
year.”

The delegates reacted to this
militant speech with marked inter-
est. Although they voted for ther
resolution endorsing the CIO Ex-
ecutive Board's policy, the interest
they showed indicated a willingness
to seriously consider the idea of 2
real labor party.

Though a large majority of the
delegates voted for most of the ma-
jor proposals of the leadership,
such as the amalgamation, the Mar-
shall Plan, etc., a scattered opposi-
tion—apart from the Stalinists—
could be detected. This opposition
solidified against the Green leader-
ship on one major question when
they defeated a proposed amend-

ment to the constitution.’:that

last full meeting of the Labor | changed the election of ‘dfficers

can guarantee enduring peace :md'mg anti- labor ]eg1slat10n ete., audi Comnuttee

from once a year to bi-annually.

By John G. Wright
Feb, 24 — Since the com-
modity price break, two new

developments have taken place
in the country’'s economy. They
can prove decisive in determining
what lies immediately ahead. On
the one hand, we have the first sig-
nificant signs of dislocation in the |
home market; and, on the other;
there is the action of the Steel Trust
boosting sharply prices of semi-
finished steel.

These two trends run counter to|
one another and in the process of
their unfolding are bound to lead
to highly antagonistic consequences,
thus adding still another contral.llc-[
tion to an already explosive econ- |
omic situation.

The first week of the commodity |
price, break gave mo definite signs
of disturbance in the domestic -mar- |
ket as reflected in the highly sensi- |
tive field of department store sales. |
For the week ending Feb. 7 the Fed-
eral Reserve Board weekly reports |
showed signs of ‘‘softness” appear-
ing -here and there.

But on a national scale, depart-
ment store sales econtinued to record |
the same gains in dollar volume asl
in the last several months. In the |
Feb. 7T week, there was a 9% in-
crease as against last year's sales.
But the reports for the following

l

crease of 3% as against last year.
This drop is quite small.

Nevertheless, it represents

AT RS s i R
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marked shift, which if it persists, |
will reverse the trend of the entire
previous period. Up to now the
stores have been taking in an aver-
age of 10% more in dollars than they
did last year. A shift from 10%
cver last year's sales to 3% under
last year's figures therefore repre-
sents a loss in sales of hundreds of
millions of dollars a month,
Furthermore, the most eominous
feature of this initial decline is its
widespread character. . The only dis- |
trict reporting any gain was ihe
New York area with its 1% larger
sales. The rest of the country

| showed' losses ranging from 9¢ in

the Boston reserve district (cover-
ing New England) to 2% decline in
the San Francisco district (cov crmg.
the West Coast). '

EASTER SEASON

In the second place, this relatively |
sharp drop comes at the beginning | |
of the Easter sale season which as|
(& rule steps up retail trade. It is,
01 course, too early to say whether :
or not the long-indicated breaking |
| point in retail trade is already here. |
I A single week is not enough to es-
tablish a trend. But the next period '
up to Easter week itself (ending '
March 27) is indeed highly symp-
tomatic and may very well tell the
full story. 1

In any case,

in our opmmn oncl

week (ending Feb. 14), show a de- controversial aspect of the current |, ..

situation is already quite clear. The
commodity price break has such

]Such a head-on collision can prove

' cisive at the time becaunse the econ-

isting conditions it is extremely
difficult, if not impossible, to con-
fine its repercussions to agricul-
tural products alone. It does, as we
have maintained, tend to communi-
cate itself to other markets.

The scope and sharpness of the
initial decline in depariment store
sales within two weeks’ time is proof
of how rapidly and profoundly il is
already affecting the vulnerable
sector of retail trade.

A continuation of this trend (only
potential as vet) would mean a colli-
sion between industry and its rec-
ord volume of output. on the one
side, and the limits set by the
shrinking domestic market itself, ou |
the other. This has long been a po-
tential danger. In the next stage
it is bound to become the reality.

| catastrophic for a
| whole.

It can be averted and even post-
poned primarily on one condition—
provided the dollar volume of re-
tail sales can either be maintained
at former levels or raised above

them.

economy  as

The decline in physical volume of
retail sales which set in during the
middle of last year did not prove de-

omy was jet-propelled to new price
!levels by the ‘inflationary splurge.
It was the Steel Trust at that time
fixed the economic pattern
of the second half of 1947 by hiking
iron and steel prices on top of a

al power behind it that under the ex- thumping imcrease in ‘coal prices,

| ereases

As we pointed out at the time,
this measure could not fail to pro-
duce a general price increase, since
the price of these basic cgmmodi-
ties—iron and coal—determines the
price structure as a whole. The
speculative orgy to which this led
in all fields (with the exception of
the Stock .Exchange) is now history.
Thereby the collision between in-
dustry and the domestic market has
been averted for some seven months,

PRICE RISE IN STEEL

The current price hike in steel is
intended to serve the same purpose. |
It is not a minor measure of infla-
tion, even though it appears to be
thus far, restricted to only a single
sector of steel products, the semi-
finished branch, which roughly ac-
counts for one-fourth of the total
steel outpuf. The actual boost
amounts to more than $7 a ton as |
against the reported figure of $4 to |
$5. It directly aifects other steel!
products.

For example, Allegheny Ludlum
has added $10 a ton on cold rolled
carbon strip while jackinz up the
price of silicon sheets by $15 to $25
per ton.

By the time such whopping in-
reach the consumer they
snowball to reughly 20% and more
on the price of durable goods from |
autos and refrigerators to pcts and
pans. This is, therefore, a major in-
flationary mesasure. It is similar, if | |
not identical, to what was done Tabt.'

e A e i

Easter Sales Trends and the New Steel Price Hike

July. It is intended to prodice "the
same results. :

The prospect of still higher prices
makes it profitable to maintain and
even add to existing inventories, no
matter how large. The fuel that
this adds to speculation—buying and
hoarding in expectation of still
higher prices—hardly requires com-
ment in the light of the still fresh
experience.

The whole question therefore is:
Will this fanning of inflationary
fires prove successful the second
time as it did the first? A partial
success is by no means excluded.
But this in turn depends on several
factors, of which the meost impori-
ant is once again the existing:condi-
tion of the domestic market.' Can
the latter today absorb 2 ‘general
price rise as was the case in the.
second part of last year? Or has the
inflationary orgy already sapped be-
yend repair the domestic markel?

MORE EXPLOSIVE

The final outcome of this des-
perate inflationary measure will be
only to render mere explosive and
devastating the effects of the on-
coming depression. Bub the imme-
diate outcome—whether or not it
will provide a temporary respite in
the cwrent situation—still remains

| in doubt.

Here again., the answer will in
large part depend on what happens
{in the sphere of retail trade,- es-
pecially during the curr nt Easter
season, i
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