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“CZECH COUP INTENSIFIES

Big Corporations

~ Threaten
Policy on

Tough'
Wages

The top union leaders are conducting an unofficial cam-

paign to give the workers the i
wage increases is “in the bag”+
and that the unions don’t
need to prepare for a ieal fight
to gain substantial wage conces-
sions.

This notion emanates particularly |

"from Philip Murray, Walter Reu-
ther and others of the top CIO

circle. The capitalist press has coi- |

laborated in spreading this false
with repeated rumors,
for instance, that the steel bossers
are prepared to offer the CIO
Steelworkers some significant con-
cessions. Murray has issued no

cautioning word to offset any illu-|

sions this propaganda may breed.
Instead, long in advance of ne-
gotiations, Murray has demonstra-
tively announced that, as far as he
is concerned, the steelworkers are

not _going to strike under any con- |
ditions and are going to adhere

no-strike
Iast  year,

striclly to the two-year
clavser Murray signed
Thus, Murray has

thing they offer — of course, vith

unofficial assurances, to the union
“sub- |

ranks that the offer will be
stantial.”

Reuther has been demonstratively |
palsy-walsy with ‘billionaire Henry |

Ford the Second, head of the anti-
labor Ford Motof Company.
ther's private conferences with Ford
are designed to give the impression
that auto bosses like Ford are be-
coming “enlightened” and are ready
to talk liberal terms to the CIO|
United Auto Workers.

It is a most dangerous assump- |

tion that the corporations, just be-

cause they are rolling in the biggest |

profits in history, are going to turn
“soft” in the coming wage negotia-
tions.

“GET TOUGH"” POLICY

informed the |
steel barons that he will take any- |

Reu- |

mpreSSion that a third round of

|made publlc then oppoaitlon to any
| wage increases on the grounds that

| higher wages would “increase in- |
GE has an-!

| flationary pressures.”
| nounced this “get tough” policy de-
spite the fact that itg profits before
| taxes last year

whole net worth.

| denly open their hearts and their

money-bags to labor is demomtrat- |

ed by their entire post-war 1ecord
In the two previous wage drives.
|the employers fought and haggled
with the unions for the last fraction
!uf a cent, then used the meager
| wage increases as the pretext for
shooting prices sky-high and quick-
ly stealing back all and more than |
the workers had gained.

.  Now the unions have been forced |
'to demand a new round of wage
! raises.
| CIO unions just te restore real

for incrcases of 25 te 30 cents an
| hour.
| wise been weakened by the recent
decline in  whaolesale
prices. Indeed, the CIO lcaders
‘have stated that “nothing that has

! the CIO’s determination to pursuc
| these objectives” — that is, sub-
stantial wage increases.

of the clear intention of the Mur-
lra.y~Rcui.her leadership to come to
terms with the corporations for any-
> | thing they can get. They are mak-
ing no plans for a real fight; thev |
‘advance no program of unififed |
strategy to consolidate the CIN |
unions in a battle with the united |
: front of Big Business.

| The illusion that the corporations |
|are going to prove “soft” this time'
| must be dispelled first of all. The|

equslled approxi- |
mately one-third of the company’s |

That the corporations won't sud- |

The average demand of the .
wages to the level of June 1946, is |
These demands have in no

commuodity |

eccurred in the past few weeks alters |

But this is so much hot air in view |

IPetn_l:llc'm Drive fo
Al

r

obbs - Carlson’ Stalinists Utilize Mass
ready Started in New Jersey Pressure to Make Dea

"+ MARCH 4 — The campaign

Preparing for World War II1

|
i

e

The U. 8. Navy is demonstratively
Atlantic fleet maneuvers in the Caribbean
Island. More than. 16,000 sailors, soldiers

area, with U, 8. Marines

staging a series of “wur games.”
“capturing” the beach at Viegues
and marines are engaged in these maneuvers,

Shown avove is a scene f(rom

Federated Pictures

Dobbs Exposes Pacifism as

this tl‘(,k utder new conditions and |

| with himself as the Prebldﬁn_tml
banner-bearer. His disguise is even
thinner than Roosevelt’s.

“Take for example his recent tes-
timony before the House Foreign !
Affairs Committee where he ap-
1 < red ostensibly to combpt the

he trap of atomic annihila- PE8 ) .
xing, e 4 ' Truman-Republican bipartisan watv

tion in World War IIIL. ! 2 ; s 3 :
2 R ...,fmn..lpohcy and in particular to oppose
The danger doesn't” stent universal military |

{ the loud-mouthed warmongers .and.| the plans for
| imperialists alone,” Dobbs warned. training.
“They are aided and abetted in| “Wallace stated in so many words
I'their nefarious work by a special] that he, too, was in favor of ‘mili-
"type of capitalist politician whose | tary prepareduess’ for the United
| job it is to distract public attention States. He said:

away from the frenzied war plans. j ‘I am in favor of it (preparedness) -
| This is done by means, of pacifm until we get an understanding to
demagogy which seeks to Iull the|set up a United Nations police force
| people into a sense of false security. | stronger than the military force of
Mosr prominent among those who|any individual nation.'

|are now performing this task' ol | «yallace disapproves not of what'
! deception is none other than Henry | ;o being done, but the way it is
Wallace.” Il:bl:in(}: done. He thinks the pro-

NEW YORK, March 2—In
a statement issued today, Far-
‘rell Dobbs lashed the war-
| makers in Wall Street and their
| government in Washington who are
| dragging this country headlong into
the bloodiest trap ever set for man-

| Dobbs statement,
| doesn’t stem from the loud-mouthed

‘to distract

- Eleetrical

- in the Senate Foreign Affairs Com-

_ dollars for a 15 month period. B,\'['

- cost, and

" steps are being taken to set up a|

The true attitude of the corpora- | CIO will have to put up a militant
tions was indicated last week by ! | fight, with a unified, solid front
General Electric on the eve of wage { of action, if the "subqtantla.l wage |
negotiations with the CIO United | increases” the CIO leaders talk!
Workers. GE ofnc;a!s'about are to be won.

Congress Rushes ERP

To Bolster Reaction

Bv Arthur Burch

Stunned by successive blows |

| Quislings and to bolster their re-
lactionary regimes that the massive
| ERP is beinz rushed through.

to their plans and prestige in| Hanson W. Baldwin, N. Y. Times
; military specialist, states that what

China, Greece and Czechoslo- is most needed in China and Greece |

vakia, the American imperialists are | js military and not economic aid,
hastily rushing through '
their “European Recovery Program.” | Department for the proposed help |
Through the expert guidance of [0 Greece is definitely earmarke d
Republican  Senator deenbuw..rgr military purpeses with addi- |
unanimous approval was obtamed| tional economic aid to come from
ERP.
mittee for aid in the sum of 5.3 bil- | Although
lion dollars under

assistance to China

+ April 1, 1949. 'befo:c the Senate Committee thal |
This is exclusive of help to (.:hll'lﬂ' “the United States was providing
to the tune of 570 million and 275 | military material in a volume be-
million dollars for additicnal aid to|yond previous Congressional knowl- |
Greece and Turkey. Nor does it in- | edge.” }
clude the sum of two billion dollars|{ 130 million rounds of ammunition
for occupation costs in Germany, :ha{i been sold to the Nanking gov- |
Japan and Korea. As originally | ernment. 10,000 tons of surplus war
proposed by the Administration the ! i supplies on Marinas Isgland weye !
over-all cost was to be 6.8 billion |sold to Chiang Kai-shek for 1% of
the original cost and
I shertening the period from
months to 12 the committee gave | posed of.
the faise appearance of reduecing the
nothing more.

FIRST INSTALLMENT

Even these huge sums are re-
gardac. only as the first installment,.
Representative Judd of Minnesota
referred to them as providing only |
a “little puddle in the center of a|
vast desert.” Already 257 million
dollars have gone down the drain
in Czechoslovakia.

Ex-President Hoover bemoans the
fact that Washington cannot count FITTLE FAITH
on u single ally despite the enormouns| Yet Washingion seems to have
sums slready expended and doubts|little faith that military aid will
if the Marshall Plan can achieve suffice. Tt bemoans the fact that
its objective of a solid war alliance | the soldiers in Greece, China, etc.,
against the Soviet Union.

1,000 war planes are he-

ilace has made charges which re-
Ima,in undenied, that 1,000 Ameri-
ican army officers are training ten

ican bases are being erected secrei-
[ly in Tsingtao and Formosa. 271
| U. 8. Naval war vessels: in addition |
| to aircraft have been turmed over
“to Nanking while thé seventh
 American fleet cruises
| waters,

their own people.
Western European Bloc headed by courage the rising militancy of the |
Washington’s Quislings and com- | working class abroad by a flood of |
mitted to the war aims of American !financial and military aid to re-
imperialism. It is to reassure these acfionary regimes,

Congress | That is also the view of the State!

is !
the Marshall | camouflaged as economic aid. Sec- '
Plan for a one year period ending|retary of State Marshall admitted |

a  similar |
15 { amount at Guam was likewise dis- |

ing secretly delivered. Henry Wal- .

new Kuomintang divisions as Amer-

in Chinese

Frantic have no stomach to fight against |
It hopes to dis- |

Farrell Dobbs is the Presidential

| nominee of the Socialist Worker-_

| Party whose candidacy
to ratification. by the party’s next |
| convention scheduled around June. |
The" text- of Dobbs’ statement fol-
lows:

MASI{ OF PACIFISM

“The struggle aga_-inst war

de- |

is subject |

posals of the militarists (like the
introduction of military training)
rare tob premature and crass. He
| would like the same thing accoin-
| plished in a different way and un-.

(der the cover of the United Nations.

“The biggest hoax now ‘being per-

| petrated- in this country is the camn-

mands a merciless exposure of paci- .
fist, illusions and of the role of|

ica])it-alist politicians

like Wallace

| who don the maskjof pacifism only |

paign, backed without’ any reser-
vations by the Communist (Stalin-!
ist) Party, to sell Wallace to the
labor movement not only as a ].m":)—_l
peace but as an anti-imperialist’

:in order to dupe and betray the ' leader. |
' mass of the people. “At the same hearing Wallace
| “Henry Wallace is, no novice al heatedly denied the ‘charges’ of
| this game. As a ‘member - of the | Republican Representative Judd of |

}Roose\elt administration he, like
|hls chief, swore undying “hatred of |
war” only to plunge the American
|penpl|: into World War IL

Today he is seeking to 1e1}c‘|1

Minn. that he, Wallace, had accused |
(the U. S.'of being imperialist. In
his direct testimony Wallace in-|
'sisted that all he inlerxled to say |
was that. ‘lhcre are strong el(menl%

HOW STALINISTS USE

By C. Thomas

the CIO National Maritime

to Smith, despite their opposition

A Shield for Warmongers

in the United States that are im-
perialistic, (N. Y. Times, Feb. 25},
“Let me stress,” concludes the

“that the danger

warmongers and imperialists alone.

1 They are aided and abetted in their
nefarious work by @ special type l')i'l

capitalist politician, whose job it is
public attention

from the Jfrenzied war plans. This

+is done by means of pacifist dema- '
L gogy which seeks to lull tl}c people

into a sense of false security.

“Most prominent among fhose

I who are now, performing this task:

.of deception is none other than

Henry Wallace.”

I \‘[‘RI"LI DOBB&

away |

'to place the Socialist Workers
- Party presidential ticket on the

1948 ballot is already under
way in New. Jersey, where inde-
pendent nominating petitions must
be filed not later than March 11.
Final preparations uare also being
"made for the collection of petition:
in Pennsylvania beginning March b

Members and friercls of the SWP2
in New Jersey have been oul on
the streets during the past week,
requesting  signatures  for Farrell
Dobbs for President and Grace

Carlson for Vice-President. A short.
"campaign for collection of the peti-

tiens was made hecessary because
the New Jersey Assembly suddenly
introduced and pushed- through a
bill drastically reducing the period
allowed for obtaining the petitions
COMPLETE CONFIDENCE

Despite this handicap, the SWP
members in New Jersey expressed
complete confidence that the SWP
ticket would be on the ballot in this
important industrial state, With
one more week to go, they expect
to get at least 507 more than the
necessary number of signatures.

In addition to petitions for Dobbs
and Carlson, the New Jersey SWP
is cireulating petitions for George
Breitman for the U, S. Senate and
William E. Bohannan for Congress
from the state's 11th District. The
last time Brietman and Bohannhan
ran as SWP candidates, they re-
ceived 5% of the vote.

Farrell Dobbs and Grace Carlson
were nominaged by, the National
Committee of the Socialist Work-
ers Party last month in order ta
make possible the filing of peti-
tions in such states as New Jersey
and Pennsylvania, where petitions
must be presented long in advance
of the national nominating conven-
tions.

The SWP nominating convention
is scheduled tentatively for
June, at which time regular nomi-
nations will be made by the dele-
jgates. If chawges are made in the
‘national ticket, they will then be
made on the state ballots where
petitions have alrcady been [filed.

A conferen¢e of Pennsylvania
SWP branches was held in Phila-
delphia last Sunday, and beard o
repert by William F. Watde on the
National Committee's plans.
. of the conference was devoled to
practical arrangements for collect-
ing 7974 signatures in the 30-day
period following Mar. 8 (Actually,
a margin of safely requires the col-
lection of many more than
number.)

The conference appealed to read-
trs of The Mililant to assist in the
eollection of petitions, especially
through the formation of volunieer
committees in the shops. Petitions

and further information can be se-!

"cured from the Socialist Workers
Party, 1303-056 W. Girard Ave., Phila-
dc]phm 23, Pa

SMITH CASE IN NMU

part of the process of pgetting his

't.u the Stalinists, were unable to do | citizenship papers.

in the internal struggle for power |

~lin the union. In -that .case the
| Union rejected a proposal of the | broader issues will become sub- |
! Stalinist-controlled National Coun- . merged to the detriment of the fight
cil to make available “the full re- against political persecution and

| sources”

of Secretary Ferdinand
held on Ellis Island for de-
“undesirable alien.”
to support Smith

release
{ Bmith,
portation as an
The proposal

was submitted by N. Y. Port Agent, |

!

of the union to secure the | government, interference in the in-

ternal affairs of the unions.

| CURRAN STATEMENT

| Paul Pallazi, as part of a “packaga” |
- which included a number of other!

i propositions. This has Been a cus-
tomary Stalinist practice in
NMU. A number of proposals are
lumped together in one

The issue of defending Smiih
against government persecution has
been mixed up with the question
of his status as an official of the:
union. A statement issued by NMU
President Joseph Curran urging

| non-support lays primary stress on

the '

package

i and presented on a take it or leave |

it basis. By this device, nmiembers
who favor one proposal are com-

! they disagree.
! device backfired. The whole pack-
age was rejected by a vote of twao
to one.

The Stalinists have made the

pelled to vote for others with which |
But this time the

|
|

| year

the charge that Smith holds office
“illegally.” The Stalinists are charg-
ed with conspiring to keep him in
office in violation of the union con-
stitution which provides that oi-
ficers must be citizens or have
proof of having filed legal inten-
fion of becoming a citizen.

This dispute dates back to
1944, Ferdinand Smith

the
Was

|on an election tour of the countrv

Smith case a factional issue in the

fierce internal struggle.

in the Palazzi “package” for exam-

who were in favor of voting. suppor{

Included |

for Roosevelt when®the N. Y, World
Telegram published the fact that
he was a non-citizen. The mattec

. ‘was taken up by the national of - |
ple, were a number of proposals of
an outright factional character. Un- | signed his office of National Secre- |
{der the circumstances even those | tary. He made a trip by ship to | bership on the basis of the laws of |

ficers of the union and Smith re-

Mexico to.establish legal entry as

By a vote of 589 to 287, a4 1f the Stalinists persist in lluml Upon his return he claimed (o
regular membership meeting 0{|GQU1‘>E Smith will become a pawih|have complied with the constitu-
tional requirement of filing inten- -

tion to become a citizen, He ran

for office in a special election and |
time

was re-elected. Since that
Curran has repeatedly charged that
Smith was in office illegally. Cur-

| ram repeated the charge in his re- |

port to the NMU convenlion in the
fall of 1947. 'The officers-reporis
committee (unluuis that Smith re-
fused to submit evidence of con-
stitutional compliance when gques-
tioned at that time.

One of
Smith is being
tion is “illegal entry.”

the charges on
held® for deporia-
The Stalin-

ists maintain that he has complied

with the law and they have an-
nouncg—:d their intention of running
him as a candidate for re-election
this summer. The whole case is
fouled up in a maze of technicali-
ties around the phrase “legal en-
try,” and “legally filing intention
to become a citizen.” -~
TWO QUESTIONS

There are actually two separatz
questions involved. One is whether
Smith holds office in violation of
the union constitution. That iz
strictly an internal gquestion that
must be decided only by the mem-

the union.

The other is the ques-

tion of government persecution ol |
| political opponents. To mix the two
can only serve the purpose of con-
fusion.

The Stalinists are now singled ont
for persecution by the government

able and discredited section of the
labor movement. As long
preached the Stalin line of national
unity, labor-management co-opera-
tion and the permanent no-strike
pledige the Stalinists werc toleraled
and even encouraged. Now that the |
Kremlin's line has changed they

bear the brunt of the attack by the |
| strikebreaking Truman administra- !
whiel

tion.

But it would l}l. a fatal mistake
fer union militants to become blind-
ed by their justifiable hatred of the

Stalinist zig-zag artists. If the gov- |
crnment is permitted to establish a .

precedent without serious challenge |

the entire labur movement will suf- |

fer.

The deportation delirium un-
leashed by U. 8. Attorney Genera!
Palmer after World War T led im-

mediately and directly to the smash - |
cing of the maritime unions by the

government in 1921, The Palmer
“red raids” ushered in the period
of the open shop and the company
union. The present deportation drive
coupled with the
Taft-Hartley Act aims fo achieve
!the same purpose.

next !

Most -

this

because they are the most vulner- |

as they!

union-bustinz |

W|th Czech Capitalists

By Paul G. Stevens

Under the new Gottwald government, Cze
slovakia is being swiftly and brutally integra
into Moscow’s East European bloc against
threat of the Marshall*
Plan in the Kremlin’s
“cold war"” with American im-
perialisrn.  Czechoslovakia
the western-most of the Soviet

“buffer zone"” countries and the
most highly industrialized,

is

The pattern of tiw Czech “align-
ment” is marked by several sig-
nificant features which render it
distinet from the Kremlin's course
in Hungary, Rumania and other|
buffer countries. e

First, it’ has been =accompanied
by a call to mass action, the forma-
tion of “Action Committees,” whicn
gives it a “revolutionary” allure.
Bucked with the threat of a zenoral’
strike and an insurreciion led by
these “Action Committees,” Stalinist
| Premier Gottwald forced President
| Bduard Benes (o accept his reor-
cganized cabinet last week,

Secondly, it has nof called forth
open rebellion on the part, of the
capitalist elements associated with
London and Washinglon as was the
case with Mickolajezyk in Poland,
Nagy in Hungary, Maniu in Ru-
mania, Petkov in Bulgaria. The
leaders of Cwech capitalism bowed
to complete Stalinist domination in
the new govermmnent and all its in-

a slim majority in parliamen

These three factors are inter
lated, of cowrse. The pressu
mass action was decisive in. s
ing the Social Democrats into
This bloe of the two workers’
tids left the capitalists without a
wdequate cover in an open. s
depriving them of even a' pl
appeal to  constitutional .1
When the protest of USA-Bri
I'rance agajnst the installation

stitutions. ,“disguised dietatorship™ ar

The businessmen, according to Prague. Benes-Masaryk joined ‘Got
dispatenes, remained “strangely ot wald in rejecting if. 1
ease” altheugh they “probably had' One of the firvst nreasurcsI
rot expected to be able to exist nounced by Goltwald is the e
under such circumséances,” Benes

lishment of a state monopoly
all foreign trade. ]

It is not yet clear just
character and de»elnpment the
tion Committees” have taken.
“Centrnl  Action Committes”.
Prague is undoubtedly
bureaucratic ;1ﬂ‘air.
tion i=< nti]i seant

and his eolleague Jan Masaryk, the
Fereign Minister, are said to be
congratulating themselves that “the
| changes had brought no bloodshed
and no large sacrifices.”
It thus appears that
Stalinists in complete domination
of the government and with all
phases of public life now under-
poing a drastic the Czech
capitalists have to believe
that so far as their
basic profit-making privilepes

with the

purge,
reason
“all is not lost”

“action committees” may have

ars taking over industrial plants ane
concerned. Evidently another comi- land  “action committees” seizi'
promise — althouzh far less ad- estates.  Premier  Gottwald
vantageous than previously — has. promised that 20 million acres.
been reached behird the scenes be- landed estates would be di
tween them and the Kremlin ngents. uted among "those who till
Thirdly, 'tlie Czech coup has been soil.” Previously announced wa§

executed within the Iramework oi
parliamentary legality. Before con-
fronting Benes with theiv  ulti-
" matum, the Stalinists assured (hem-
selevs of the support of the Social
Democrats, \\'ith whom they have

government intention to natio
all enterprises employing more
50 workers. The question natu
arises: Is the government  me
legalizing  actions already @
phsh[‘d by thu ln.mw‘i? ;

“Freedom of Press”
Greek Royalist Styl

“There is no country in Europe where a greater degre:
press freedom may be found than in Greece. There is "a _
a freedom of the press in :

Greece today as there is in the
'United States.” This was a state-
ment, printed in the Athens news-
papers on Feb, 26, by the press of-
ficers of the American Embassy
and the American Ald Mission in
Greece, '

The very same morning that this
Vlaudatory statement was printed,

two Socialist newspaper editors were
arrested on orders of the militaly
ngemm of Athens, according io
| @ report in the Feb. 28 N, Y. Herald *
| Tribune from its Athens correpond-

ent, Homer Bigart.

The nature of the “crime” charged
against the two editors throws light |
not only on the kind of ‘“press
freedom” existing in Greece today
|but also on the bloody character of .
the dictatorship that is being upheld

,lmllnng but flghtmg the G
and their Greek collaborator
asked why the executions hag
necessary at this late date .-
was “crime No. 1.

The second. offence was th
print of a clemency petition bV\
litical prisoners in Avarof Priso
addressed to Premier Sophoulis
parently, it is illegal to. 1let
Greek people know that some o
Cgovernment's prisoners want!
eney. '
Bigart also supplies the wor
of the press law of 1931,
which the two editors were .
ed: e
“Any one who publicly incit
citizens, directly or indirectly,
dissension or mutual disdain, § al
ing the confidence of the people
, the armed forces of the co

l'by American dollars and military and anyone who provokes'dlé eTi~ |
men, © sion among the armed forces

It seems that Machi printed two undermines their dlsciplmé mayr
| articles that met with the disap- punished - with imprisonment

i proval of the military governor, three months to five yeats, if
| The first of these two “eriminal” | punished more severely for anho
tarticles criticized the recent execu- | offense.”
| tion of between 40 and 50 members, Since 1936, Bigart adds, gl
of ELAS (the guerrilla force that fenses against public ordet
fought against the German occupa- security have been tried bj,f '
tion), who had been kept in jail martial.” i
since 1945. Their execution had been | This “press law” is a fitting
| ordered by Minister of Justice Chris- ' panion to the law pmvidin'é-'
tos Lados who, like Premier The- death penalty for- strikers, adéii_
mistocles Sophoulis, sports the title last year. This is the kind of ‘“de
of “liberal.” moceracy” in Greece that the At
The Socialists declared that these ican people sre being taxed to
| ELAS members had been guilty of | 5 ) :
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Henry Agard Wallace is a

‘a cow does its cud. He never ti
Iras the G(.mmcn Man,” the
&nd who dares oppose these?

- Liberal phonies always use such

frgpeats them more often,

Lth.e People.”
- Fortunately, we are not . forced

clalmed love for the “common man.
ernment for, 132 years and once
“Crown Prince.”

“common man’

-_—.‘yr LT '—'PT'—"\—rlwv_:

‘ quk City).

}31'“1_ apologist for U. S. imperialist p
*'He was a member of Rooseveil's

?f

“General Welfare”

more vaguely and more shamelessly.
windy demsagogy is the foundation of his reputation as a “Champion of

mlddle cla.ss capltal.tst pohtlcmn

who feeds on liberal-sounding words. These he chews over like

res of the flavor of such phrases
and “Progressivism.”

Only Wallace
This

glittering peneralities.

to: judge him by words anue Wal~

lace has had ample opportunity to demonstrate in.deeds his self-pro-

He was a top figure in the gov-
bore the proud title of Roosevelt's

~In all those years he did not do a single thing of benefit for the
—mnot for the workers, the Negro people, the poor farmers
“and sharecrcppers or the small business man.

" His deeds in office were an unbroken chain of reaction..
~matter of pubiic record, if not of.public knowledge.
{have mow been conveniently: compiled in a book,
i'Man and the Myth" by Dwight Macdonald.

That is a
Mast of the facts
“Henry Wallace—The
(Vanguard Press, Inc., New

sWallace was the Roosevelt admmlbtla,tmns loudest warmonger, jingo

articipation in World War II.
secret policy group that initiated the

development of the atomic bomb. ‘He hailed this most fiendish instrument |
“of war as a major triumph of Roosevelt and the “New Deal.”

‘He- upheld Roosevelt's wartime demand for Saudi Arabian ojl, boasr-
lhg this “was not ruthless imperialism but good old-fashioned American
imperxahsm" and “the United States is proud of it.”

- He defends to this day the dismemberment of Germany, starvation

[’ rations for the German people and continued ruthless military occupa-

&tmn of the conquered countries.

World Peace”’
! Hm “anti-imperialist” program,

Madison Square Garden speech in
nt belween Washington and the

homa
<He put through, as Secretary

‘He. fired his own “New Deal”
&g&wu ture at the behest of cotten

Et.enaﬂls -farmers and sharecroppers.

“He repudiated, at the climax of

ad released before the strike and

H.e dem.'mc?ed just after the 1946

I ormula

stated mosL fully and cr ude]v in his
September, 1946, calls for an agree-
Kremlin to divide the world between

them: That is his formula for “world peace.”
- o-Here ‘are some highlights of his record on the “common man" at

of Agriculture, a program of “planned
a”i;f.:lm(,'.11;3}:,'' whereby the big landowners were paid to destroy crops and
'._'vesﬁ-o.ck ;o boost prices in a world of unemployment and hunger.

colleagues out of the Department of
sneculators, textile interests and the

- reactionary Farm Bureau of big landowners;
< :He falsely interpreted a clause in the Agricultural Adjustment Act to |-
- permit wealthy landowners to reduce acreage by evicting thousands of |-

" the 1946 General Motors stlike a con-: T
}_&ienbial report of Commerce Department economists which he himself|-

which showed that the auto corpora-

UQIIS could raise wages 10% without raising prices.

[ hedger an

over smkc-lhrcatcncd ]Jlﬂllstl’leb and
employes, give up the right to.

He rudely refused to see a Negro
when they came to appeal for aid in
‘cropper Odel] Waller, who was later
of a white man.

ol business in government.”

He has championed consistently

tion of labor for private profit.

ing.” Lord concerns himself chiefly
praisals of Wallace.

The record cited by Macdonald
14 chronic reneger”

sure.” Bul

. .strike.”

that Lhe \\orkers "!lke nlhcr federal !

delegation and sneaked out on them
saving the life of the Virginia share-
executed for his self-defense slaying

He surrounded himself, as Secretary of Commerce, with a retinue of
conservative big businessmen and proclaimed himself “the representative

Defends Profit System

but one program, “the preservation

of our democratic free enterprise system”—that is, the capitalist exploita-

These fully documented damping facts go unchallenged and unmen-
tioned in an attempted reply .to Macdenald’s book in a review by Russell
Lord in the March 1 New Republic, Wallace's mouthpiece.

Lord treats us to the worshipful disciple’s fanciful portrait of Wallace,
“profoundly simple, profoundly practical..

.it is certain he will keep grow-
with heated denials of the least im-

portant aspects of Macdonald’s book, his psychelogical and moral ap-

shows that Wallace is a “trimmer,

who “lacks the guts to stand up under pres-
Macdonald overemphasizes personal quirks and traits and
leaves.out the key to a resl understanding of Wallace.

That key is the class character of Wallace, his volitics and his‘move-

“| loyal defender of capitalism and American imperialism.

Henry A. Wallace poses with
" ator Glen H, Taylor (D, Idaho) shortly after the latter bolted from

coal strike, that the govemment take

BY George Lavan

. Progressive or “Bull Moose”

movement is former
. Henry Wallace.

‘publican Party.

‘the ‘Democrats.

- to, the ‘Democratic fold.

S ST

to Roosevell's 88.

Republican.

inee, Wilson, became President.

5

~jubilant.

thought, and. it would

the second.
" MIDDLE CLASS

U Tump - mass
ﬂ‘“ﬁf»_‘b" rank

5

nwwement? . The

Dndai;y leadership were middle class. |

The.main stock in trade of the

- Party of 1912 was a capitalist
‘politician -— ex-President Theodore
~ Roosevelt—just as the main stock in
trade of the cwrent third party
Vice-President

- . The Progressive Party was born
“'when Roosevelt bolted from the Re-
It died when he
went back to the Republican Par-
¢ ty. *Teday's third party movement
. was born when Wallace bolted from
: He can kill it as
| it is;now constituted, by returning

“The . Progressives campaigned in
. near-religious fervor based on
ero ‘worship and a platform of so-
cial reform. The results were disas-
 trous for the Renublican marchine.
Faft got only eight electora] votes,
The Progressive
vete was 650,000 greater than the
The Democratic nom-

- »The Progressives, believing they | Roosevelt’s talents as actor.
~ were 'building a new party, were|velt entered politics under the aus-
i Another such defeat for|pices of Wall Street.

. the .corrupt Republican Party. they |his career he never took any real

disappear action against the monopolists.
from the political map. In one cam- |

paign the third party had become |

It was a very disturbed and con-
fusad middle class. The pyra..mdmg
of wealth by the monopolists had

class in public affairs..
control of state and federal gov-
ernment, usually by the crassest
corruption, allowed no room for
independent middle class politicians.

This middle rlass, with all its
woes, saw nothing wrong with the
system as such., It believed capi-
talism the best possible system. All
that needed be done was te correct
the abuses of the system. In other
words, the middle class wanted to
turn the clock back to an earlier
period of wcapitalism when competi-
tion left plenty of room at the top
and the middle class could play an
importani role.

The confusion of this class can
best be seen in the fanatical belief
that Roosevelt was its champion.
Even today there are those who look
back on Theodore Roosevelt as a
“trust buster” and fearless enemy
of the “criminal rich.” This is a
| tribute to the gullibility of the
: American petty bourgeoisie and to
Roose-

Throughout

TRUSTS GREW

In 1900 there were 149 trusts in
| the United States with a total cap-
i italization of four billion dollars.

What was lh( composition of this | When the “trust buster” .left the

bulx « White House after. two terms
snd file and the soc-

in
|1908 there were 10,020 trusts with
a capitalization of 31 billion dollars

" articles celebrating the
\ Manifesto.”

100th

rassailed und distorted by capitali

r“‘il torical significance and present-
= In a special editorial article,

~ States today.

“In his. article,
is begins a series dealing with
" basic propositions of Marxism.

study, Comrade Curtis siows th

“farmers, small business men and
s sthe .impolence .and growing

In the Arsenal of Marsism,
" Manifesto in Afrikaans,
Union of South Africs

“tions.of Marxism in the light of

Frederick Engels.

Jon the Jewish Question.

can be cebtained from:
. New York 3, N. Y.

wnnaw ISSUE mr FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL FEATURES THREE
ARTICLES ON ‘MANIFESTO’

; I‘eatuled in the Jan.-Feb. issue of Fourth International are three

This epoch-making revolutionary document was universally

Eourth International studies it from the standpoint of both its his-

'71848," the ideas .of the Manifesto are reviewed and discussed par-
“tipularly from the standpoint of their applicabili

Tracing the spread of revolutionary 1
' other countries, this article shows that virtually the same fraudu-
lent anti-Marxist arguments wer

e advanced (in Germany, in Rus-
ia, ete.) as are being now spread in the United States.
“Decline of the Ameiican Middle Class,” C. Cur-

1' ~in «the social weight and relative position of .independent small

' new middle class_before. monopoly ecapital.

-artiele written 10.years ago as a preface to the first edition of the
the language of the Boer settlers of the
This brilliant study of the main proposi-

~indispensable supplement to the classic work of Karl Marx and

In addition to the above amcles the reader will find the draft
‘theses of the International Secretariat of the Fourth International
F, Forest writes on the new developments
dn connecticn with the Negre problem in: this country.
Lo ‘The editorials deal with the latest events in France; the 1948
presidential election as it shapes up under the two- partv syvstem;
.and the Febrvary commodity price break.

Single copies’ for 26c:or a six month subscription for one dollar
Fourth International, 116 University Place,

anniversary of the “Communist

st periodicals. The current issue of
day validity.
“The Communist Mamfeabo 1848~

to the United
arxist ideas in

the capitalist “refutations” of the
By means of a thorough statistical
at there has been a steady decline

prcfessionals. Most striking of all
.subservience of both the old and

there is reprinted Leon Trotsky's

90 years of history is in reality an

diminished the role of the middle}
Monopoly

| tion,.

11 Débs
||| Roosevelt.

i iconversion"
|| accurately predicted the betrayal of
| the new party.

the Demorcratic Party.

his prospective running mate, Sen-

Federated Pictures

Rocsevelt was a Morgan man. He
felt bitter against the Rockefeller
interests because they had tried ‘o
block his advance inside the Repub-
lican Party. Most of the anti-
trust suits that Roosevelt started,
or was forced into were against
Rockefeller trusts.

Bul as was the case with all his
anti-trust actions his “big stick,”
on close inspection, turned out to
be stuffed with hot air. Most fed-
eral indictments were “faultily
drawn,”
the criminal provisions of the anti-
trust law were never invoked, and a
large percentage of the suits were
withdrawn. Roosevelt got terrific

the trusts, but the trusis went un-
hampered or merely had to change
their names,

Roosevelt's chosen successor, Wil-
liam Howard Taft, moved from the
Morgan stables into Rockefeller's.
The Morgan interests decided for a
number of reasons to defeat Taft
by splitting the Republican Party.
One reason for leading the split
was to head off a~revolt in the Re-
publican ranks led by Senator La-
Follette. Moreover, a well-controlled
reformist movement, it was hoped
would cut into the ever growing
popularity of the Socialist Party of
Eugene V. Debs. Finally, the Mor-
gan interests were moving to se-
cure the Democratic nomination for
Woodrow Wilsorn, whom they had
been greoming politically for a num-
ber of years.

BACKED BY MORGAN

George W, Perkins, a J. P. Morgan
partner. persuaded Roosevelt @ to
throw his hat in the Republican
ring. When the Taft administration
isteamroliered  the convention, Per-
kins advised Roosevelt to walk out
|and start a new party.

This Wall Streeter was the real
power in the new Progressive Par-
ty. He collected the necessary cam-
paign funds for the “trust buster”

from Morgan monopolists, In
“America’s Sixty Families” Ferdi-
wand  Lundberg correctly writes:

| “Perkins and J. P. Morgan and Co.
| were the substance of the Progres-
| sive Party; cverything else was
| trimming.”

The trimming was the Progres-
|sive program. The main planks |
| were greater regulation of menopoly.
easier amendment of the constitu-

employment dole, old age and health
insuranm S0 ‘“radical” did
compaign nropaganda of the Pro- |

| .giesswes sound that a widely - re-

! printed cartoon of the times showed
| Roosevelt and Debs fighting for the |

'|1m& esston of a maiden labeled

soﬂ.ahsm

He exposed the “irust
long anti-labor record. He
Roosevelt's  ‘“‘over- mght

to Progressivism and

! buster’s”
| ridiculed

! That Roosevell's “radical” pro-
"gram did not cut into the Socialist
| ranks was shown by the mwore than
11009 increase in Debs’ vote.

MORGAN SABOTAGE

'\ Roosevelt repeatedly promised his
followers that the Bull Moose Par-
ty would not be a one-election par-

LT

vital parts were “omitied,”.

newspaper publicity as the enemy of _

+| whatever

farm relief and workers’ un- |

the |

concentrated his fire on !

ull Moose” Party and Its Sellout

ty. It was to be permanent. But
after elections it became apparent
that the House of Morgan had other
plans. + Perkins, the Morgan part-
ner in charge of the Progressive
movement, began a systemaftic cam-
paign of sahotage. In 1916, against
the will of tine memvership, the
movement was finally liquidated.
Perkins, as head of the organiza-
tion, informed the press that a suit-
able Republican candidate would
receive the endorsement of the Pro-
gressives. He tried to prevent nom-
inations at the Progressive conven-
tion. A convention revolt upset
his plans and Roosevelt was nomi-
nated unanimously. ;
.; Buf,this.did not.change.the icourse
of -liquidation, mapped .out. by Wall
\:‘Street.....Under  pressure from: , Per-
kins,: Rooseyelt ignored the national
committee of the Progressive Party
{and; endorsed the Republican can-
didate Charles E. Hughes.
Consternation marked the meet-
ing of the Progressive Party Nation-
al committee. Tearful pleas were
‘made; to contipue the party and its
crusade for reform and honest gov-
ernment. -John M. Parker, Roose-
velt's running mate, announced that
decision - was taken, he
would campaign for the vice-presi-
«deney (he. did, but was able to get
on the, ballot only in seven states).

“Teddy” had -climbed back on the
Republican bandwagon and. the Pro-
gressive:: national , commitice fol-
lowed, By a vote of 32 te G, with 0
abstaining, Hughes was endorsed.

This was the end of the third
capitalist party which, in one elec-
tion, surpassed the powerful Repub-
lican Party. Progressive leader,
Senator Beveridge, later wrote: “I
think that history has not one sin-
gle example of a party or a move-
.ment which was used so cold-blood-

has been fised and wrecked.”

ment, In every mamr test af his career Wallace bas proved himself a

From 1933 to 1940, when Wallace headed the Department of Agricul-
ture, he faithfully served, the rich landowners against the poor farmers,
tenant-farmers, sharecro (pms and low-wage consumers. He worked most
closely with the Farm Bureau Federation, the lobby of the “40n-acre
farmers.,” The Farm Bureau's 1,800 county agents became the local
agents of the Apricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA).

The AAA paid landowning farmers to witharaw a portion of their |
land from cultivation in order to reduce crops and raise prices. But the |

received benefits. The landowners first withdrew from production land
occupied by tenants and share-croppers., These not only were deprived
of a livelihood, but were kicked out of their homes.

Wallace’s Sell-Out

A clause in.the AAA contract said that the landlord “shall permit
all tenants to continue in occupancy of their houses on this farm, rent
free, for the years 1934 and 1935." The Southern Tenant Farmers Union
orotested there were hundreds of evicticns in spite of this clause.  Wal-
lace fired several of his aides who supported the tenants. He said the
clause did not mean the same tenants must remain, only the same number
f temants. The Arkansas courts promptly accepted his interpretation and
upheld hundreds of evictions.

Ten years later, when he was becletary of Commence, Wal!a.ee fol-
towed similar policies.

banker Jesse Jones. Another ten job went to Alberi J. Browning, who
called for incentive wages. Wallace brushed aside the small business in-
terests whao sought his aid against the monopolies.. The May 20, 1945 N. Y.
Times published a sperial article describing the surprise and pleasure
eof Big Business at Wallace’s policies.

While Vice President, from 1940 to 1944 Wallace deﬁtroyed any claim

ord as Capitalist Polit

majerity of farmers are tenants and sharecroppers and enly landowners |

He appeinted as his undersecretary Alfred Schind- |
er, a conservative big businessmian who had nreviously served under |

® . 0 .
special role of \VhlLPW&.bhlng Lhe 1mper1ahbt, cha.ract.er of the war and
dressing up its sordid aims. In his highly-publicized address on the
“Pecple’s Century,” he lied about the war as a “people's war,” even.a

“people’s revolution,” whese aim was to bring a quart of rmlk a day to
every child in the world.

Today, as we all know, not the least result of the war has' been fo
bring starvation and death to millions of children in Europe and Asia.

' Deal with Stalin

Wallace's campaign for a deal with Russia and his expulsion from the
Truman. administration over this issue has led to the charge that he is
“pro-Russian” and a “Communist fellow-traveller.” Macdonald's l:,rude
Stalinophobia and lack of a class approach to politics leads him to make
similar charges.

Wallace is just as much an American imperialist today as he was
durmg the war. He is no more “pro-Russmn" than were the capltalist
politicians—from the White House down—who whitewashed the crimes
of Stalin during wartime, just as the Stalinists whitewashed Wall Street
and its chief political agent, Roosevelt.

Wallace, today .asks ne more than Roesevelt and Churchill agrewi t.o,
in essence; at Teheran and Yalta, and Truman, underwrote at. Pntsd_am
He wants to.give American cavitalism a breathing spell through another
deal with Stalin to divide the world into “spheres of influence.” Wallace's
differences with Truman are tactical, not flmdamental

What Wallace wants he stated in

his Madisun Square Garden speech

on Sept. 12, 1946. He declared that ™by mutual agreement, this com-

petition should be put on a friendly

“allayed by practical regional political reservations.”

basis” and mutual fears should.be
These “regional

reservations”, he stated, would include the one-third of the world which

“Russian ideas..
world, where “American Ideals” will r

This is dirty horse- tladmg disg

.arg ‘going to govern” and “much of the rest” of the

ule.

uised as a ]Jeace" program It is

he might have to bemo ‘anti-war” and “anti- ﬂnperlallbt " He served the | Wallace's chief plank today—the most he has to offer the “Common Man.”

Teachers Strike
In Minneapolis
Against Pay Cut

ACEWR REPORTS
SUCCESSFUL A

FFAIRS

‘Parents and Chlldren
Isin Picket Line
MINNEAPOLIS, March 1

| The , American Committee
|for European Workers Relief
| recerts the close cf a highiy success-

—On Feb. 24 1100 union
school teachers went on strike clos-
ing 93 public schools. The immedi-
ate cause of the strike was the de-

reduce the school year
weeks in 1948, This decision vio-

Teachers’ Unions in
1946. This shortening of the school
year would mean that 2,400 school
teachers would receive a 10% cut

in pay. This is a proposal to solve

the schools’ financial erisis by cut-
ting the teachers pay by 10% at a
time when prices are at an all time
high and prospects for still higher
vprices in the offing.

The union feachers responded to
i{his arrogant proposal of the reac-
tionary school board by calling the

wage increases.

Picket lines have been set up at
all the schools. The morale is high.
Parents and the children in The
workingclass districts are joining
the teachers on the picket lines.

ond week the school board remains
adamant,

The ecity council has informed
the school board that it is prepared
to support a bond issue of 3 mil-
lion dollars for the purpose of keep-
ing the schools open the full term.
The school board voted against re-
questing the issue of bonds.

Cne of its members gave the rea-
son that he did not want to see the
teachers benefit “as a direct result
of the strike.” .

The teachers are serious. They
mean business, and they have the
support of the rest of the lahor
movement.

'Open Forum on C'risis
Offered by Philadelphia

THE CRISIS ' OF AMERICAN!
CAPITALISM will be the subject!
presented this Friday evening,
March 12, at 8:30 p.m., by
Philadelphia Branch of the Social-
ist Workers Party. “Prosperity” and
depression in the midst of plenty;
America as a world power; the la-
bor struggles; the real New Deal;
and labor political action are. topics

edly and wrecked so cynically and | cussion.
selfishly as the Progressive Party | adelphia headquarters is 1303 W.

The address of the Phil-

Girard.

812 Readers Near
'End of Subscriptions

Four hundred and
Militant readers will miss some ls-
| sues unless thgy renew befare the
end -of this month, and 330 others
will ‘have to renew in April if they
| want fo avoid inissing any numbers.
' They will be notified but they can
tell af
I‘eok at the expiration date printed
lundel their name and address on
| Lhis paper.

These 812 approaching expiraticns
are naturally concentrated in the
| centers of iargest cireulation,
(ihe hardest hit will ba Allentown,

Pa., and vicimity, where a majority

I nt subscriptions will expire in March

and April. Here's a good job for

Allentown readers: Renew vour own
"sub promptly and get a fellow work-

er o subscribe at the =ame tine.

Put Allentown on 'The Militar-t map
L a bigzer way than ever.
| zhoutl it, Allentown reacders?

=

THE MILITANT ARMY

take special note. Many of vour

| subs also will expire this menth or

eighty-itwo '

once who they are :f they

pur

How
in vamphlets

| Party.

next.” But no area is exempt—exeept
Kewanee, I, where none of the
subs exnae vuti! June. Qf course
that won't stop T5-vear-old James!

W, Corinery from turning in his fre- | so-called organizers, took up a sutt,ei 16) takes. exception to my letter on

rooms in the Pere Marquette | | Technocracy.
One cof Milwaukee's new subserlp- Hotel. and procescded to hold a meet- | errs (re Orientals).

quent batth of new subs.

tions “was obtained when we were!
busy getting sisnatures on nuaina-
tiorn  petitions in owr
campaizn. He seemed - quite im-
rresied with oar ideas,” Wrote Curol
Andrews, literalure agent.

A Tormer Cleveland reader, long |
cut el touch with us, wrote for a
new subscritiion to both The Mili-
tant and Fourth Internatienal, "I |
bepe that all my old comrades aie
still alive ana in the scrao for a
bettpr world.”

R -1 -

Detroit  comfades went to  the
Henry A, Wallacz, meeting in Lab-
sing and scld Militants as well
advocative a Lahor

Party Now, by George Clarke, 10z, |

Gounectlcu' Minneapolis, Chicago, | and American Workers Need a La-
Detroit and New Yerk readers also bor Party, by Joseph Hansen, 15c.

remy

cision of the Board of Education to;
by four,

lated an agreement made with the|
December |

strike presenting new demands for|.

With the strike going into the sec- | .

the !

which will be coveréd in the dis—!

mavoreliy |

Yes, we arve, J.P. K.!

as!

The titles are Buoild a Labor |

ful baiaar season. In a 23 month
period ending Jan. 31 ACEWR
chapters held nine bazaars. The
net preceeds of these bazaars were
as follows:

Alientown-gethlehem  § 2605
Chicago-~Calumet ..... 420.00
| los Angeles .......... 970,00
| Milwaukee ........... 200.00
New York City ...... 1,388.05
i Philadelphia ....-.... 149.95
| San Diego ............ 50.00
San Francisco ........ 177.00
Minneapolis - St. Paul  700.00
Total ,......ocvvvnnnns $4,080.05

The final total will be actually
more when the complete returns
from the Minneapolis-St. Paul ba-
zZaar come in.

In addition to the bazaars, $422.-
35 were realized from other affairs

were: New Haven (Italian Dinner)
—$235.25; Lynn, Mass., (Banquet)—

held by the ACEWR chapters. These

$113.00; Pittsburgh (Social)—$40.00,

and Seaftle (Xmas Party)—$34.10.
The need for relief in Europe has

not diminished.

and business firms eager to aid Euro-
pean relief.

There were buttons, belts, jewel-

The ACEWR .re-|ry and notions galore. Toiletries,
quests that all who want to extend | dishes, canned goods and . books,
a hand of solidarity to the Euro-|imporied carved statuettes, pictures,
pean working - class send in contri- | mirrors and frames; household ar-
butions of money, food or clothine.|ticles of all kinds—linens, aprons,
Checks and money orders should |pillows and pot-holders and cioth-
be made out to. ACEWR and for-|ing.

warded to 130 West 23rd S8t., NeW| An auction held during the eve-

E’Dik_jl N. Y. ning put on the bleck such scarce
- articles as tires, tubes, anti-freeze,
| motor. oil and other aute AQCessor-

Holds Relief Bazaar |ies. Other items offered by the
i auctioneer included radios, rare art’

BY Barbara Bruce {objects and electrical applianges.

MINNEAPOLIS—A breath- | A lunch counter did a booming
taking Bargain Bazaar, which | business during the entire affair.
netted over $700, was sponsored oni One very attractive feature of the
Jan. 31 by the Twin City chapters|bazaar was a display advertising the
of the American Committee for jACEWR showing samples of work
European Workers Relief. ]done by the chapters in both cities.

In numerous hooths, gaily decora- ' Besides the. financial returns, many
ted in the spirit of the bazaar, a supporters were gained to help in
wide variety of merchandise was’sending food, clothing and medical

displayed. The articles were do— supplies to needy European workers
nated by hundreds of indwiduals and their families,

Twin Cities. AcEWR

’ FORU

Urges Mass Actibn as
Ancvrer to Taft Bill

Editor:

Taere is, one phase of this Taft-
Hariley Law, or perhaps I should
fay, ona thing the rank and hle
workers in the shons want to know,
and ihat is. some. clarification on
the reasons for complianze or non-
compliance,

The one plausipie argument used
by such demagopuss as Reuther :s,
that a ncn~-complying union cannot
get their nmame on the ballot, and
to some timid souls accustomed to
| Tunning to the2 NLRB on every and
all cceasions, {his seems.an unan-
swerable argument. The Reuther
| forees seem to tnink also, that any
| non-eomplying union is or should
!be fair game for a campaign ‘of
| raiding.
| Tor instance, ihe United Farm
Equipment Workers-CIO is a hon-
complying unicn. They are the bar-

gaining agency for several years. The .
union in this plant has heen raided !

every vear for the past four vears.
and  each ‘time the workers. have
voted for the same union; the one
that represents them now.

It would seem that in the face of
this record, such fakers as Reuther
would stay away and leave these
workers alone, but under the sort
of leadership given by Reuther, or-
ganized workers are not being given
the opportunity
their efforts on fighting the boss, |

their effort to fighting the UAW- |
CIO.

arrived m Peoria with one of hlS

|0f

ing on:  Ths Caterpillar
|mumi out about this.

workews |
and swoopedd |

| his pal where they
!chosn to get out of
quick.

l
leaders as Reuther deep ana
wide, I certainly would nef weaken
the bareaining power of any local
union in the UAW by raiding, ‘To
mez, and I fhink to anv honest
i worker, this certainly must be thely
i position. T am sure the action of
{ these Caterpillar “werkers in driving
Kitzman out e¢f town was the cor-
rect procedure.

Mass action is the answer,

is

It is

io concentrate all!

‘but must devote the major part orlConf

On Feb. 18 ane Harvey Kitzman | ‘Editor:

ing with & conglomeration of com- ' of hostilities onlv aliens and poli- |
rany stooges, with the idea in mingd | ticians are bawned” (from T2chno- |
of disrupting negotiations now go- | crasy.)

down on this gatherine andg in no | allow the “lesser races beneath the
| uncertain terms, told Kitzman and | law.” to quote Kipling, to enter
stood. They ranks now that the war scare against
town—but | the Japanese is safely behind. Or

Although nw hatred for such mis. | reason for barring Orientals? I'll 1=t

the answer to every problem raised, upon ignorance and prejudice, bub
hy Taft-Hartley. If the workers are ;. " This is complete nhonsense.
not given leadership, and ShOWﬂi’I‘eclmo"ram whole structure rests.
how to act in a mass, then Taft-|yupon the average member's profound
Hartley has us whipped, and make | jgnorance of politics. Politics is
no mistake about that. taboo in Technocratic circles. Talk

Already this red headed dema- | politics to Technocrats and you find
gogue has succeeded in part at|yourself as isolated as a jazz fan
least, in diverting tne workers' in-|in a classical music scciety. .
terest in a wage increase, up bhe! The resulis, of course, are mons-
blind alley of an eleclion for the!strous, the most importani being a
so-called “union shop” in GM, Now | complete misunderstanding of - the
such an election is a delusion and | class nature of society.. Thus. Tech~
a srare. In the first placs, should|nocrats teach that the: capitalists;
the union by some miracle win sucn | driven to thz wall by dislocations in
an election, just what have we ‘won. | the economic system, will, out of a
We have won the right to sit down | clear -sky, hand over power to them,
and discuss the question. That ts|This in tace of the fact that Tech-
all. This same thing could be done | hocracy in theory leaves no place
by mass action, anid with less troubie. | for the capitalists.

So we have won the right to dis-| -Any voungster or adult who has
cuss the matter of the closed shop, | 81V understanding  of hlstury or
and in the meantime the matter of | Politics knows thab ruling classes
more money is being forgotten or|Just don't oparate;that way.
compromised. The employer is not,| ~Howard Scoti, Technocracy leader,
required to grant the so-called union | Woula be invited to .conferences by
shop even though the workers win | the capitalists where he would be
fifty such elections. told, as were Hitier and Mussclini,

The kind of “union shop" per- to “e’anny, lioise." Thils 1ueanh. ek
mitted under T-H is only a girost the :I‘ec]mocratlc demagogy: -wauld
of the real thing. as Reuther wvery pe . to 111.r'lsk‘the AQuEhiNed g
well knows. He knows also, *iiat {stence .?f ca-mtahs?n while '3“ hose
this business of time wasting elec- mnoc‘e.ms Weo bettevon ?n s
{ions under T-H is only a clever rl‘a:cy:a p?.per prO%ram would t'a,ither
way to divert the workers’ 1ttcntion' {f‘ant or face & “blood pupge -Ilkt_a
fronl wage roises. wt of June, 1934 in Hitler Ger-

) many.

A real revolution in pmperty re«
lations cen only be accomplished by
a politieal party freed of all capital-
ist connect'ons, a workers' party,
The SWP is that party.

Chas. Grant
Los' Angeles,

Brooklyn 'I'o Hold

Forum on Wallace
SHOULD LABOR SUPPORT
| WALLACE? will be the topic of the
Brooklyn forum to be presented on
Sunday afternocon, March 7, at 3
p.m. Militant readers and friends
are urged to attend both the forum
and the Sunday dinner which will
be served after the discussion. The
address of the Brooklyn Branch of
the Socialist Workers Party is 635
Fulton St. in xiowntown ‘Brooklyn.,

Ak_r-on !ﬁ Hold Forum
For Militant Readers

J. €. H.
Pcoria,

\ 1.

usion Spread
By the Technocrats

Calif.
W. T. Moere in 'The Militant (Feh ———

He says, “Mr. Grant

Since the end |

Now isn’t this just dandy? Tech-
nocracy has kindly conhdescended to |

its

| did Technocracvr have some other

Mr.
can, ; .
In contrast, we poor benighted .
“politiciens™ of the Socialist Work- “THE SPLIT IN THE DEMO-
ers Party never deviated from the | CRATIC PARTY IN SUM‘\‘HT
policy of keeping our ranks open! COUNTY” will be the topic of &1s-
to the workers of -all the world | cussion at the. Akron Militant Open -
whatiever the color of their skin or | Fortun cn Friday mght, Marxch 12,
the country of. their birth. iat 8:15 pam. The hnadq,uarters of
" Mr. Moore says that “Techno-|the Socialist Workers Party is ‘at

AMoore supply the answer if he

cracy, unlike Fascism, builds not|4 Seuth Howard Street.”

B
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behind -the bourgeoisie.

‘TROTSKY

"The petty-bourgeois viewpoint dlﬁers from the bourgeois one
(outright ;ushfucahon of war, outfight 'national defense,' i.e., a
defense of the 'interests' of the home capitalists, defense of their
'right' to annexations) in that-the petty-bourgeois renuounces
annexations, 'condemns' imperialism, 'demands' from the bour-
geoisie to cease being imperialistic. while remaining ‘within the
framework of world-imperialist relations and the capitalist structure
of society. Limiting himself to this innocuous, shallow, empfy
declamation, the petty-bourgeois, in prachce. #rails helpbssly

—V. I. Lenin, The Revoluhon of 1917, Book |, pp |ll II2

i I:EINlN |Gy would lose strengthoin the next

. a self-righteous frenzy over the

' trampling on democratic rights.

Washington's Palestine Policy

The statement by Delegate Austin to the
UN Security Council that the U. S. will ad-
vocate nothing but “peaceful means” to pro-
mote partition has been widely recognized as
a death-blow to the UN proposed plan for
Palestine. \
~ This sharp reversal of Washington’s Pal-
estine position has been brought about by
Cabinet and State Department officials who
are primarily concerned with preserving
friendly relations with Arab leaders and land-
owners in order to safeguard the tremendous
oil resources leased to American companies.

Truman has been extremely embarrassed
by the Zionist pressure for partition. He has
had to weigh the Jewish vote in the big cities
against Arab support. The superior interests
of U. 8. imperialism have evidently triumphed
over immediate partisan interests. Truman,
who first took a step toward satisfying the
Zionists by approving partition, now appeases
the Arabs by refusing to implement it.

The Zionist leaders are panic-stricken by

Washington’s about face. 'The lewnsh people
feel that they have been tnqked ;md betrayed
Actually, Truman s doublg-rc;os,s s, an.
evitable consequepce of Zxom;‘g pghcy, wh:g:h
seeks deals with. the great, pawers in forder
to win  concessigns and statehood for the
Jews in Palestmer e
With the w,e,akemqg and th.bdrawalp nf
England, the Zionists transfel;ted their hopes
to Washmgton — only to find them blasted
again. i
Just as was the, case w1th England;, thelr
military and . dmlomatm aims. in the . Middle
East are far more :mportant ta the Amq;xqan

This latest development prpmde& q,fregh les-
son on the bankruptcy of .the Zionist..policy
of dependenee upon imperialism.-- Any fur-
ther trust in any of these big bandits and
double-dealers can lead only to.mmare blasted
hopes and new catastrophies for the Jewish

people.

Truman's Deportation Drive

- The Truman Administration is stepping
up its" red-baiting witch-hunt by widening
its deportation drive against non-citizens who
belong to the Communist (Stalinist) Party.

- Among the latest victims of this perse-
cution are Irving Potash, one of the leaders
of the CIO Furrier Workers, and Ferdinand
Smith, National Secretary of the CIO Na-
tional Maritime Union. They were seized
without warning, dragged off to Ellis Island,
and held without bail. (Potash was later
granted bail.) )

These threatened deportations are de-
signed not-only to weaken the Stalinists, but
to intimidate all working-class political op-

; ponents of the Truman regime and its war-

mongering Truman Doctrine,.

The arrested Stalinist leaders have been
in this country for years. Their political af-
filiations and non-citizenship have long been
known, Why didn’t the government deport

_them years-ago?

Because, until recently, the Stalinists were

supporters of the Demogratic administration.
They beat the drums:for. Roosevelt, the. im-
perialist war and. for Truman. But now that
the Stalinists are opposing Truman’s poli-
cies, he has turned.on them. His deportation
drive is out-and-out repression of a working-
class political minority. As such, it is a
threat to all political minorities and to the
political rights of all labor. Vi

Most of those arrested for .deportation
are union leaders. Truman’s attack comes as
tlmely aid to reactionary red-baiters inside
the unions who are trying to purge the Stalin-
ists. Thus, the government is directly inter-
vening in internal union affairs and. at-
tempting to dictate. union pol;eies and lead-
ership by police measures. This is a danger-
ous threat to the mdependence of the union
movement.

However much we .abhor Stal‘inism,.-we
regard persecution of Stalinist figureheads
by the capitalist government as an. assault
on the political rights and independence of
the whole labor movement. ‘

Congress and the Rent Gougers

Millions of tenants anxiously scanned the
headlines the last week of February to find
out what Congress is:going to do about rent
controls. As the March 1 deadline approach-
ed, Congress hastily passed a one-month ex-
tension of the old law and Truman signed
it on Feb. 27.

This is small consolation to worried ten-
ants. It means that we can sweat an extra
month before we find out how big a bite on
our paychecks Congress is going to permit
the landlords and real estate sharks.

On.the same day it adopted the 30-day
extension bill, the Senate also passed a 14-
month extension bill with a “few modifica-
tions” of the old Act. This latter bill must
still receive House approval

The “modifications” contained in the
pending bill have the landlords gleefully rub-
bing their hands. Especially the clause that

-would compel area rent boards to raise rents

on the ‘mere claim by landlords that their
costs have mcreased You'll pay the rent
increase first, with the privilege of protest-
ing the landlord’s rent-hike afterwards.

. Under the prewou,s bill, with, its “valun-
tary agreement” clause. -and landlord “hard-
ship” provisions, average rents shot up 15%.
Hundreds of thousands of rental units were
completely decontrolled. Their average rent,
according to Truman, . skyrocketed .60%.
Imagine what your rent will be if the.newest
Senate bill is passed, allowing your landlord
to raise your rent simply by claiming higher
costs. ; e SNSEL 5 3

Mass. action by tenant and labor organi-
zations alone can prevent Congress from
opening the flood gates to unrestricted rent-
gouging. The time .is short and action is
needed now. Fight for a proh:.bltton on ALL
rent boosts!

The Real Crime in (zethosloeai(i'é

The capitalist press has worked itself into
“rape” of
Czechoslovakia. Editors, who have pretty
strong stomachs for Greek “democracy”,
where “freedom of the press’” is maintained
by jailing editors of labor publications and
by keeping firing squads working overtime,
have become fighting mad over Czech events.

This newspaper-fuming about democracy
is, of course, hypocritical. The capitalist com-
mentators: are so aroused because the Stalin-
ist coup in Czechoslovakia represents a vic-
tory for the Kremlin and a setback for Amer-
ican imperialism.

To be sure, the Stalinists have been long
But these
were not the “rights” of the Czech capital-
ists, they were the democratic rights of the
Czech workers.

The Communist (Stalinist) Party and the
Social-Democrats of Czechoslovakia have
long en]ojzed_ a majority — 52% — in parlia-

" ment and a far greater strength in the coun-

try as a whole. These. parties have had'a
perfect “democratic” right, to .abolish . capi-
talism and introduce  socialism. Even the
capitalist president Benes admitted that this
was desired by the vast majorlty of the popu-
lation.

However, since 1945 the Stahmsts have
done everything in their power to maintain
capitalism by means of their artificial “Na-
tional Front.”. This was the real. violation
of the will of _the Czech masses by Stalinist
Premier Gottwald and his hencemen since
the end of the war.,

Now that the “cold. war” has forced the
‘Kremlin to consolidate its position in Czecho-
slovakia this violation of workers’ democraoy
continues. . The ..Stahmsts. are trying to re-
furbish the “National Front.” The revolu-
tionary aspirations of the workers’ “Action
Committees” are being curbed. . The next

‘Stalinist crime will be the purging of .the

revolutionary workers in the “Action Com-
mittees” themselves.

| parties.

-| compensation all industrial plants

How Stalinists Strangled
Indo-Chinese Revolution

~ What precipitated the sud-
den turn of the Stalinists to-
ward complete domination in
Czechoslovakia?
speaks of several possible causes:
the. desiré to take .initiative there
hefore the Marshall - Plan gets
started and exerts its influence; the
consequent fear that Czechoslovakia

for the “West” to Eastern Europe;
the fear that the Communist Par-
‘I'elections, etc. Undoubtedly all
these played a part.
the surface. In reality the Czech
{erisis. has for sometime been un-
Jrotung as e reswlt of more deep-
seated -causes, international as well
| as internal.

. From- the mterna.ﬂona.l point of
view, - the Kremlin' has' been: in-
wreasingly: confronted: with: the need
Ao -integrate Czechoslovakia more
|| .closely...in- its . strategic, - diplomatic
land ‘particularly - .economic' “plans,
‘|like: Hungary, Rumania. and - the
‘'other. countries of Eastern Europe.
‘The' -greater . indusirial weight. of
‘Gz#icheslovakia—with - a  coal, steel
and: machine-tool : potential and ‘a
‘| techmical know-how - that  comes
olosest to replacing western Ger-
many- in . present: day ' central
| Europe «~~:made this even more
|urgent than in the case of . the
| others. :But for that  very.reason
|-such-:a move required far grestm
;| caution. .
+From:-the ' domestic pomt of~ mew.
oont.inued exploitation: of ‘the work=
ers by Czech -capitalism, which. 'was
left essentially intact at the end of
| the war, has resulted in growing un-
rest and - discontent. The Stalinist
party, dominant in both the gov-
ernment and the trade unions, has
found it constantly more difficult
to suppress this ferment without
risking: the danger of Ilosing
mass base. At the last elections in
1946, the CP polled 38%, the largest
single vote of any party, in what
|was, generally conceded to be an
lTelectoral econtest run fully along
I'Western standards. Its problem was
how to maintain and bolster this
hold.

THE KOSICE AGREEMENT

+"The ‘Czechcslovak siate. was re-
established toward the end of the
war, by an agreement (at Kosice)
between Stalin and Benes, as-the
Soviet armies moved in. Every-
where in the country, the workers
had risen in armed revolt against
the Nazi regime. Workers’ militias
liberated Prague and occupied fac-
tories there as well as in other in-
| dustrial cities. The Kosice Agree-
ment established a “National Front”
of the capitalist and working-class
For the former, Benes
pledged the new state to an intimate
Soviet alliance. The Stalinists and
Social Demoerats, in turn, under-
took to disarm the workers and
preserve private property.

Economically; a “compromise” was
reached, mnationalizing with full

The capitalist press | .

might serve as a dangerous “bridge” |

But only on|’

The Kremlm s Redl
Policies in

Aims and
zechoslovaki

Vets Dem@ﬁds

ng- se sions of the National Veterans Housing
Conference in Washington, D. C., Keb. 29, Representative John F,
Kennedy (D., Mass.), a Veterans of Foreign Wars delegate, and Gray
S. Tilly, VFW Alaska representative, discuss last minute plans. More
"than 2,000 ex-GIs from all vet organizatiens attended the meetings
designed to pressure Congress into passing an adequate housing bill.

Decent Housing -

Federated Pictures !

employing over 350 workers, while
leaving all others in the hands of
their previous owners. The revolu-
tionary upsurge of the workers was
thus arrested and.sold out by their
leaders. In return, Czech industry
began to deliver important quanti-
ties. of goods to the commodity-.
starved USSR. Profits flourished
while the workers’ wages began to
shrink more and more in the gen-
eral ‘European post-war inflation.
Apparently the “nationalizations”
of key industry did not bother' the

und that by investing heavily in
‘plants employing less than the pre-
scribed number of workers. .Czech-
oslovakia had always:had its rich-
est markets in Western Europe.

and means of tapping them again,
in spite of the strict government
controls, and often to the detriment
of Raussia, beseiged by critical
shortages.

The first Marshall Plsm conf.er—'
ence last summer revealed the ini-
tial symptoms of a crack in the
“National Front,” of the previously
“exemplary” collaboration between
Stalinism and Czech capitalism. A
majority of the Czech cabinet voted
to join the conference 'in spite-of
the Moscow ban. Prompt pressure
from the Kremlin forced a quick
reversal. But that the Czech capi-
talists would continue to seek means
of penetrating the profitable West-
ern markets was obvious.

At the same time, persistent re-
ports of strikes dnnounced a grow-
ing clash with the working class at
home. The Cominform conference
of the nine Stalinist parties took
stock of this situation and, among
other things, foreshadowed ' the

Czech capitalists too much. With|. .

their rich. compensations they got ..
its | {ro

Its capitalists began:to findi.ways

The foregoing is borne out by re-
ports of the demands advanced -at

called by the General  Federation
of Labor in Prague on the eve of the
showdown.- The N. ¥, Times (Feb.
23) describes. the main resolution
adopted as follows:

of all wholesale trade . . . all de-
partment’ stores, -all export and im-
port business, all concerns with
more than 50 employees, all print-
ing and publishing establishments

. the Communist labor leaders
. gave as their reason the charge
that private enterprise, by seeking
profits, - exploiting workers and
black marketeering, had onnulled
the (Kosice) agreement.”

The' dispatch quoted mnotes that
the convention of factory delegates
was restricted by the Stalinist lead-
ers to “establishments with more
than 350 employees, nearly all of
which were already nationalized.”

The: Stalinists -obviously feared
much ‘more sweeping demands from
the delegates of the :smaller fac-
tories, whom they could not tontrol
as easily as those of previously
nationalized plants. In the latter,
their state positions fanclhtabe the
hand-picking cf delegates.

It is an indication of the ways
and means by which the Stalinists
hope to strangle bureaucratically
the = révolutionary ~mass actions
which the critical position of the
Kremlin on the world 4rena in-
creasingly forees upon them.

The American imperialists are
utilizing the- Czech -events, along
with ‘the new diplomatic crisis in
Finland to beat the drums again
for their war to save “democracy.”
Particularly, to obtain passage of
the Marshall Plan by Congress, as

showdown preceeding in Prague.

their most immediate objective.

By Lucien
The Trotskyists had marched
with the masses in the Aug.

21 demonstration organized by
the United National Front. They
could not avoid participating in the
demonstration of Aug. 25, even
though this one was directed by the
| Viet-Minh, which was now trying
to test the sentiments of the revo-
lutionary masses.

All classes of society participated
in this mighty demonstration. Over
a million participants gathered there
from all corners of the western
region of Nam-Bo., The political
character of this demonstration was
‘more clearly and deeply defined
than the one held four days pre-
vieusly. The number of political
groups and varying tendencies was
over 30; of these the most remark-
able were the Viet-Minh Stalinists
and the Trotskyists.

| EVEN POLICE DIVIDED

1 4. The extreme tehsion or the classes
was such that even the police were
divided into two opposing political
camps. The first, directed by the
two - former Japanese police heads,
Huynh+van-Phuong and Ho=vinh=-
Ky, took places among the marchers
behind the flag of the Trotskyists.
The second, more numerous. and
under the influence of the Stalinists,
grouped themselves under the flag
| of the Viet-Minh.

| The force of workers marching
| with the ICL (Indo-Chinese Troi-
skyist organization) on this day was
reduced to 2,000, as against 30,600
on the 21st. This was not an acci-
dent, for this time the majority
of workers had their own unions
Witp which to mareh. -

Despite its numerical weakness,
the ICL continued to be a very im-
portant political force in the dem-
onstration. Its clear and genuinely
revolutionary slogans drew the sup-
port of all the best elements in the
.| working class. Hundreds of thous-
ands of workers and peasants vig-
orausly applauded  .the : slogans:

LY

to the workers!” This sight infuri-
ated the Stalinists.

Faithfvl to its revolutionaly pro-
gram, the ICL remained politically
independent of the Viet-Minh Front,
at the same +ime proclaiming the
constant need for the- tactic of the
anti-imperialist united fromnt. Xt
unceasingly explained in all' its
leaflets and its press that the Viet-
Minh is a form of bourgeois coali-
{ion in which the Sialinists remain
{he political pivet. \Vhereas -the
Stalinists cynically asserted in their
propaganda that ihe . demoeratle
republic has already been realized,
we, the Internationalist Commuists,
told the masses that the revelution
hud not yet been achicved.

" Against the Stalinist cry -of “All
Power to the Viet-Minh!” we called’
for “All Power to the People s Com«
mittees!” . |

Two days 'a.ﬂ.er his -coup d'etat,

missar of Internal Affairs: of the
government, threatened rthe ‘Trot-
skyists of the ICL in these terms:

seize’ landed oroperty will be se-
verely punishe

The day fol]owmg the stal.omem
of this leader of Viet-Nam Stalin-

fiercely attacked the Trotskyists, ac-
cusing them of trying to créate dis-
iurbance and prevoke socinl disorder.

Dr. Pham-ngoec-Thach,
lieutenant of Tran-van-Giau,
a wiole band of bureaucratic hacks
of the Stalinist government cease-

the national inderendence of Viet-

matic negotiations with the Com-
mission of the - imperialist -Allies.
“Those who,” stated Tran-van-Gian
on Sept. 1, “incite the people to arm
will be considered as sahoteurs and
provocateurs, enemies of- national
independence. . OQr democratic lib-
eities. will be granted and guaran-

the Stalinist Nguyen-van-Tac, cam-’

“Those who urge ihe peasants to

| td. ¥

ism, the press of the Stalinist party

faithful.
and

lessly preached to the people in the’
daily press and radio the. idea that.

Nam was only a fuatter of diplo-:

propaganda commission of the goft‘

ernment, of Nam-Bo toured the en-
tire city of Saigon-Choulou by auto-
mohile, calling to the population to
participate in a ceremony to be hela
in honor of th? Allied Commission
whith was to arrive at Saigon Inh
the evening of Sert. 2. The’ members |
of . this” propaganda commission
stated, among other things, that the
independence . of the country de-
pended entirely on ‘the will of the:
Allied Commissien, and this coise-
quently: required, ‘In accordancsa:
with ,pledges made by the govern-,
ment that the people should matn-
tain absolute order.

‘Next day, at 4 o’clock in’ the’
afternoon, over four hundred thou-
sand people of both sexes and vari-
ous ages, massed in columns, arined
with bamboo pikes, bearing placards
and streamers, marched “by the
cathedral of Siagon completely
peaceably. Suddenly from the top
of the church, through the windows,
a- hail of machine<gun and pistel
bullety fell ‘upon  the peaceful” and:
defenseless masses. Some 40 demon-
strators fell. About 150 were wound-
Cries rose to the skies: “Fhe:
French have fired upon us!” Exas-
perated wiih anger, the demonstra-
tors forced the doors’of the church,
mounted * to ' the': roof, -
every corner in which 1he orimi:ml
enémies could be hiding,

The events of the evening of
Sept. 2 provoked an' incredible tu-
mult among the people of Saigon.

the country and even less able to

rent throughout the city that French

imperialism would soon be aided by

the Allied forces in reconguering its

colony, thatds to say. in'a massacre

of the whele revolutienary people..

It was a question of life and death.
]

(Another installnient of this eye-
witness account ‘of the Indo-Chinese

the convention of factory delegates|

“Tt demahded the nationalization |

-~ searching’

Here was proof that the govern-
ment ‘was' incapable of defending’

lead it towards real independence.
From then on the rumor was cur- |’

Events

“We are leaving the Saragat,
Party because it stands irrevocably
outside ‘the Socialist Movement and
is moving further and further
away from the working class

1 to'become a left cover for the bour-

geoisie,” Comrade Maitan, general
secretary of the Italian Socialist
Youth said in an interview to the

_| Rome daily Republica.

Refuting reports circulated by the
Saragat party leadership, Comrade
Maitan categorically stated that this
was not a resignation of the Social-
ist Youth leadership, but a split
which takes almost all the Socialist
Youth outside the ranks of the So-
cialist Party of Italian Workers
(PSLI) led by Saragat. He added
that all over Italy, regional con-
gresses of left militants belonging to
the parent party were taking place,
to discuss the regional details of
the split and to determine the orien-
tation of the new independent move-

‘ment..

In the interview published in the
daily Republica of Feb. 8, Comrade
Maitan likewise defined the class
position of the new movement and
clearly indicated that the split was
not the result of a difference of
opinion over tactics, but of a prin-
cipled incompatibility between a re-
formism bogged down in the mire
of collaboration with the bourgeoisie,
and a sincerely revolutionary ten-
deney, placing in the forefront the
defense of the class interests of the
proletariat.

The:. Revolutionary Left of the
Samgat party drew up their politi-
which led to the split. It appearsd
in No. 3 of their tendency publica-
tion Riscossa Proletaria. We pub-
lish. below the text of this platform,
which specifies the following points
after demanding the withdrawal of
the Saragat Ministers from the gov-
ernment:

1. Return of the party to its proper
domain, namely, the class struggle,
in order to convince the workers
that the PSLI will not serve as an
instrument for the consolidation of
the capitalist ‘regime, but remain
the political instrument mdﬁpen:-

We have received the following
resume of a statement to the press
on the arrest of Viet Nam workers,
published by the 'Association of
Viet Nam Workers in France. It
speaks for itself:

“On Saturday, Jan. 31, and Sun-
day, Feb. 1, large police and mobile
guard forces in the whole of France
proceeded to encircle the cadmps of
the Viet Nam workers and arrest-
ed 150 of them, consisting of old
and newly elected delegates and
rank and file workers.

“Clearly, this is a classical ‘con-
centration’ in a world of concentra-
tion camps, and not, as the com-
munique of the Ministry of the In-
terior says, a simple ‘regrouping.

on the fioor. Those arrested al
Balfort were only allowed to wear
light clothing. At the Bias camp,
they are allowed only one meager
meal a day. Drinking water is sev-
erely rationed. 40 mobile guards

International Scene -
By Paul G. Stevens '

ITALIAN SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAVE SARAGAT PARTY

on the

able to the workers for the defexfsa
of their class interests. :

2. Define a clear-cut poliey’
fering the proletariat the alterngs. .
tive of revolutionary socialist nj
tiative as against the Stalinist polie;
which is absolutely incapable of
fending the interests of the wﬂ-
ing class, because it is am m
sion of the diplomaﬁc-militaw_ :
paratus of the Russian
on a world scale.

3. The essential task of-: a»m}
Socialist Party must consist imisn
unflinching defense of the proiss
tariat against the offensive of ‘the
capitalist bourgeoisie and -its agents,
particularly the Christian De!
crats, as well ‘as against the: -op:
portunism of the Stalinist a.ppa;r
atus. : ]
4. The Ministers in the Ch?ia%
Democratic Government who' are
party members, must leave - :this
government, i

5. Presentation of Soclalist W
lists at the elections, and. whe
this proves to be impossible,
autonomous PSLI lists.

6. Activity directed tmm.
unity of the world proletaziat,
dispensable precondition for :
cialist construction, and, conse
quently, opposition both to : the
Stalinist position which wanis o
adapt the policy of the proletarial
to the interests of the Russian stats
and to the Laborite position,
is openly endeavoring to tie up
activity of international - Socialigm
with the diplomatic plans of:
Bntish government. dis
- ~17. Solidarity with the move i
of the proletarians, peasantﬂ»,ﬁqﬁ i
toiling people of all categories,-
arise from the ever growing:
and increased capitalist ]
The party must reassume the
ership of these workers” g
in order to bring them baék-;w' !

stall their tactical utilization by _
Stalinist party. gzl

the management councils, g,m:l iy
demnation of all attempts to splik’
trade union unity. Denunciation: o
the attempts of pseudo-reformists
and Stalinists to tié the trade un :

VIET NAM WORKERS ARRESTED IN FRANCE

| panied by policemen. it is the ‘WDXS

Many of those held have to sleep

to the state apparatus.

armed with sub-machine guns.
trol ihe camp day and night. Evez:g
where the priseners are acc

form of prison life.

“We Viet Nam workers whe
-5till ‘free’ appeal
workers, to all men devoted to’ ths
cause of justice and freedom
join forces with us'in order to: say
the arrested workers from the: bruf
ality of the colonialists. Onlw'
international solidarity of ali ‘the
oppressed can stop the m:pe:lﬂist_'
oppression.
“French workers, from i
workshops, your offices, your trai
unions, everywhere, send motions:
the government to protest agains
police arbitrariness, against-the s
rest of the Viet. Nam delegate
Ngoc Danh, against the ine
tion of Viet Nam workers ab;
for their return to their comrade
The Central Committee of Viet:

Workers in

February 8,

Activities of ‘Militant’ Readers and the

Socialist Workers Part:

AKRON—4 So. Howard 5t., 2nd fl. Mon.
through Fri., 1' to 9 p. m.; Branch meeting
Sun. 8 p. m,; Soclalist Youth Club meet-
ing Sun. 8 p. m.

BOSTON—30 Stuart St., Sat, 1-5 p. m,,
Tues., T:30-0:30 p. m.

- BUFFALO—Militant Forum, 629 Main
St., 2nd fl. Phone MAdison 8960,
afternoon except Sum.

Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p. m. Library, bookstore.

(off Wade Park Ave.).

p. m.
eve.

Open house, Sat. eve. Forum, Sun.
816% W. Pico ' Blvd,
4644, Daily, 12-5 p. m.

Room 214,

S. 5th St. ‘Mon. through Fri.,
p. m, Phone BRoadway 9645.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th St.
Main 7781
6 p. m. Library, bookstore.

rights, 7-10 p. m.

ity PI. Phone GR. 5-8149.

teed by: the democratic Alljes.”

“Land to the peasants!. Factories

e

In the afternoon of Sept. 1, t.ﬁe

revolution il be printed in next
_week‘s Mihnmt yi

¥ .’N ?
|

" EAST SIDE-—251 E, Houston St. st
1l

Every

CHICJ\_GO-—-'TTT W. Adams (corner Hal-
‘sted). Phone DEArborn 4767. Daily except

CLEVELAND — Auiitant Forum, Sun,,
8:30 p. m., Peck's Hall, 1446 E, 82nd St.

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave. Phone

TY %-6267. Mon. through Sat, 12-5 p. m.
 FLINT—215 E. Ninth St. Daily 7-9

LOS ANGELES — Militant Publ, Assn.,
Phone Richmond

SAN PEDRO-—Militant, 1008 8. Pacific
WATTS—Militant, 1720 E. 97th St
LYNN, (Mass.)—44 Central Sq., Rm. 11
Sat 1-5 p. m. Discussion, Tues.,, T:30

MILWAUKEE Militant Bookshop, 608
7:30-9:30

Phone
Dsily except Sun.,, 10 &, m.-

NEW. YORK CITY (Hq.)—116 Univers-

=T ¢
HARLEM—103 W. 110 St., Hm..28
Phone MO. 2-1866. Open diacut_glﬂh,‘
Thur,, 8 p. m. :
BRONX—1034 Prospect Au.. g
fl. Phone LU. 9-0101.
BROOKLYN—635 Fulton Bt.
ST, 38-7438. :
CHELSEA—130 W. 23rd St )
CH. 29434, &
OAKLAND (Cal.)—Write P.\ 0. Box
1351, Oakland 4. 1
PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W.
Ave.,, 2nd fl. Phone Stevenion
Open daily. Forum, Fri.,, 8 9.
PITTSBURGH — 1418 Fifth
fl. Open meetings, 1st & 3Srd- Sm; 343
p. m. Marxist Study Class, Thur.; -8 g
SAN DIEGO (Cal.)—For inf
write P. O. Box 857. 45 R
SAN FRANCISCO—1739 Finumﬁ A
4th fl. Phone FI. 6-0410. Daily . ]
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m, 3
SEATTLE — Maynard Bldg.
South & Washington. Phone
Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p.
meeting, Fri, 8 p, m. Library, b
ST. LOUIS—102% N. Grand Blvd,
812, Forum, Thurs,, 7:30-10 p. m
ST. PAUL—540 Ceder St. Ph

field 1137. Open daily. Bookstore.
3rd Sun. of each month, 8:230 p. mi

+ NEW HAVEN — Labor School, 855 TACOMA (Wash.)—Write Pi 0,
Grand Ave,, 3rd fl.,, Tues. 8-10:30 p. m. | 1079. Meeting, Wed., 8 p. m., Odd

NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave. Phone| Hall, 6th & Fawcett. e 2
Blp,elow 8.2574. Reading room, week

TOLEDO — 118 St. Clair Bt., 2nd.
Open daily.

YOUNGSTOWN — 115 E. Feﬂm'l
Rm. 302. Phone 8-1355. Mon, thrm:zh‘

“ 11 a m.-4:30 p. m.




We were sprawled in the shanty up on No. 3 blast
fuma.ce, Jimmy, Slim, Pete Rossi, the Old Man, and I.
‘was:a lucky day. The night gang had left us in
pret.ty goocl shape, and our own cast had been perfect,
the iron pouring out of the tap-
ping hole a mile a minute and
Jeaving Lhe runners almost as
clean as we had fixed them be-
fore cast-time. Sometimes it hap-
pens that way, and then there's
plenty of ‘time to roast your kiel-
hasa over the “pathtub” in the
bleedout runner and sit talking
in the shanty.

Theres only one thmg to spoil a day like that:
thost - of the things you find to talk about make you
- good and mad. And that's bow it was this time.
Tt 'was payday. We had our checks, and the checks

fmﬂ their. stubs. Slim said, “I'd be better off if 1
epuld cash the check stub and throw the check away.
“You better stop crying,” Jimmy advised. “March
, coming along fast, and youre gonna cry plenty
‘gbout that income tax, so you want to have some tears
J'ft"

The Old Man sighed and began stuffing
rot_h_cra" into his corncob.

‘OK, Jimmy," Pete Rossl sald. “Let the man cry.
We got a 250 billion .dollar national debt to pay off.
T feel like crying myself, particularly when I stop to
think that it's guys like us that are going to pay the

Yiggest: part of it."

- “National debt!” Jimmy snorled.
put of the taxes going to pay thal.

<-1i1i-\1_c

“Ain't only a
You know what

“Dont Seem Worth It”

By Theodore Kova!eslq

I read? Out of every dollar you pay in taxes, 79¢ goes
for war. How do you like that?”

The Old Man puffed on his corncob, sighed again.
One of his boys was blown up in the South Pacific.

“You can add a couple cents to that, Jimmy,” I
said. “They don't list atomic bomb research under
wart

“Sure you got to pay,” Jimmy reassured him. “And
vou got to pay salaries to Taft and Hartley and Ran-
kin and Bilbo—"

“Bilbo's .dead,” Pele told him.

“There's fjient}' of Bilbos in Congress.”

“Trouble with you, Jimmy,” I said, “you’re too un-
patriotic. If you were patriotic like the big corpora-
tions, maybe the government would pay you. The
companies are getting three billion dollars tax re-
funds from the government, just as much as they
earned in 1939. U. S. Steel alone gets 6372 million.”

‘Um, UM!" the Old Man muttered. Sixty-~three—"
and his voice trailed off, He sat shaking his head.

“Say!" Pete was suddenly cxcited. “Where does
that three billlon come from?” )

Jimmy griuned. “Where do you think? You pay
taxes out of your paycheck every week, don’t you?”

“Oh, well," Jimmy said soothingly, “Don't feel too
bad. It only takes two cents out of every tax dollar
to run the government.” He turned toward the
clnuds of tobacco smoke. “Pretty cheap, huh,:Old
Man?"*

The Old Man sucked on his pipe and reflected.
Then he shook his head. “Don't seem woith it he
said.

.The. Negro Struggle

By F.

. .The Schomburg Collection of- Negro Literature,
this country’'s most valuable library of its kind, is in
i dﬁmw The story behind this is the story of the
; subtler forms of diseriminalion as
practised by “cultured Northern-
ers” who are supposcdly above the
vicious discrimination the Solid
South enforces. The Schomburg
Collection is a parl of the New
York Public Library. Il now gets

i ; aboul one-third of one per cent of
he },lbra.rys annual income of over 4 millicn dollars.

H(mrever, the Schomburg Collection is far more

than just a branch library. Located in the heart

of ‘Harlem, the largest Negro urban community on
tth; it services not only that community but more

%an:half ‘g million persons of the Negro tommunity
‘greater New York. Secondly, many persons come

-out of town to do research on special topics for

@lﬂrﬂmaterials may not be had elsewhere.

That is true not only of Negroes but of whites since
o-fifths of the people who utilize the collection are
? iNegro. There are bocks in the Schomburg

gﬂéction not in any other library in Ameriea. Third-

“§t*'is. the repository of original manuscripts that

‘Hdve never been published. For example, many spe-

:c;ai: studies  that were prepared for An American

'llbmma. by Gunnar Myrdal but not used by him, are

le .to the puhlic.

-‘i‘!"omthly. the Schomburg Collection also conducts
© taluable lectures and exhibitions. In 1944-45 the
~ geties -of thirty public lectures entitled “A Worid
'Wew of the Negro Question” were atlended by about
rsons weekly. Views from those of Uncle Tom

those of revolutionary socialism were voiced.
Finally, the Schomburg collections on Africa, the
Négro in-Latin America and the West Indies, present
8 ?mﬂd—wlde view of the Negro question. Tt is prob-

Mamt.;un the behomburcr Lolle(,tlon'

Forest

ably the best-rountded library in which to study the
international aspecits of this problem.

The N. Y. library officials and “City Fathers” are
using the fact that the Schomburg Collection gets-as
much: as any branch library as a pretext for refusing
additional financiall aid. What is the real situation?
(1) The present sum of $1,000 annually for acquisi-
tions is about one-fifth of what is needed to purchase
books, periodicals, mass prints and for binding. The
library maintains such a good collection of periodicals
because so many are donated. (2) The building that
houses the collection at 104 W. 136th Street is kept
up poorly and has no elevator, drinking fountain or
rest rooms for the public. (3) The present staff of six
persons is entirely inadequate and badly underpaid.
The demand for a raise in salary by one third and an
increase of the staff from 6 to 10 is modest indeed.
Tn terms of the total budget for New York City,
the request for $100,000 in capital outlay and an in-
crease of $30,000 annually is a mere pittance. I
amounts to.but one per ceni of the library income.
That is little enough for the Negro community to ask
the largest cily in America that brags about its non-
discrimination in educational and library facilities.
Thus far there has been a flat .“No” from both the
library autherities and Mayor O'Dwyer. The latter
is appalemly too busy figuring out how' further to
tax the New York populace by raising the subway
fare to explain why he so neglects Negro needs.

In face of the refusal, Dr. L. D. Reddick, the
Curator of the Schomburg Collection, has handed in
his resignation. Unfortunately, there is no word in
the statement he sent to the press which takes issue
with the authorities and shows the actual, though
sublle, diserimination involved. Dr. Reddick evident-
1y thinks that such “gentlemanly” protest will “con-
vinee” the powers that be. It is up to the labor and
Negro organizations to throw their full weight behind

the fight to maintain the Schomburg Collection.

J'"“Houslng shortage gol you lown? A couple of real
'eesﬁate brokers named Philip Murray and Willlam
Green are seeking a new tenant for one of the choicest
; .ré_sldences in Washington, D. C. It's in an exclusive
neighborhood, but close to the shopping district. It's
: quippod with a new $15,000 balcony for sun-bathing.
And it's rent frec—wvith a $75,000 a year honorarinm
w’jusf to help you keep up this elegant joint.

“But before you start writing any letters like
“fiear Sirs: I'm a veteran with a wife and two kids
living in a onc-room cold-water flat,” you should

The lease contains a lisl of restrictive covenants a
ai,ynrd long—and the usual one barring occupancy by
‘non-Caucasians™ is just a starter.

Labor Jeaders, non-believers in capitalist “free
enterprise,” workingclass radicals of any stripe are
ﬁta:ictly verboten. 'The new tenant must be some
 koffd citizen, with respect for property, law and order
and’the established two-party system. He must have
some -good Wall Street references, comport himself
' decorous ancd conservative fashion, bul at the
; e“time be able, when the occasion requires, to talk
& polite brand of “liberalism.”

”Murray & Green, Inc., would prefer,
tenanl. of long-standing devotion lo the Democralic
Party But a Republican might prove acceptable il

_ca_n meet all the other qualifications.

if possible, a

know there are a few strings atlached to the deal..

Search for a White House Tenant
By Art Preis

There's one other very important restriction. Op-
ponents of the Truman Doctrine are barred from the
start. Anyone who doesn't stand four-square for
American imperialism, support of anti-labor regimes
in Europe and preparations for World War III against
the Soviet Union had better not send in an application
for White House tenancy to Murray & Green, Inc.

Bul, you will probably ssk, why are these real es-
tate brokers—whose sideline, incidentally, is holding
union offices—looking for a new tenant? Don't they
have a desirable tenant in the White House now?
Well, yes—and no.

If it were altogether up to Murray and Green,
they'd renew Harry S. Truman's lease in a minute.
But there’s one further little hitch.

The lease to the White House has to be 1'enewed
every four years and signed by a majority vote of the
American electorate—meaning principally the work-
ers. And Truman, it looks like now, is suffering from
an aggravated case of political halitosis. Even his
best friends are beginning to tell him so.

So, Murray & Green, Inc, have fo scram around
at this late date to line up a possible new tenant, ac-
ceptable to the landlord, Wall Street, and yet who
can turn on the “Hberal” charm like a neon sign and
attract the labor vote. That kind of tenant is scarce

as hen’s ‘teeth today.

Nolcs from the News

S JUICY—The CIO 'Textile Workers Union de-
.”Hﬂﬁ&l the fron curtain around {extile manufac-
m’ﬁsrs profits with a report entitled “The Nation's
; Most Prosperous Industry.” Some
facts are: 1947 profits were $2,000,-
000,000 or the equivalent of all the
profits from 1929 to 1942. 1947
profits were 148% above the war-
time average and 14429% above
the pre-war average. The tex-
tile workers in the industry-in
1947 averaged $40.60 per week.

w * %
F,.YJGILANTEEb—The Negro press reports that
wyigilante mobs, believed organized by an American
Igpgion post, have been terrorizing Negroes in the
stockyards area. of Chicago.

" & [ ®
© IWW LEADER DIES—Joe Ettor, famous IWW or-
lzer, died at the age of 62 at his home in Cuca-
ga, Cal.,, February 26. Ettor, a fearless organizer
Iayéd important roles in all the great TWW led
nkes In 1912 he was the leader of 23,000 striking

mxtﬂfp workers in Lawrence, Mass. Despite a frame-
up attempt to send Ettor to the gallows the strike was

Wﬁn-. £ul
L o #® *

-/ VAUDEVILLE TO RETURN?—Senator FPepper
(D. _‘Fia,) has introduced a bill to broadcast sessions
pi Congress by television,

SWI* LAWSUIT—The case of the Los Angeles So-
clalist Workers Party against radio station KFAC has
been before the U. 8. Supreme Court for several
months. The principle at stake in the suit is the
right of electoral candidates to make critical remarks,
for or against, other candidates.

f ' . ¥ T

PROSPERITY NOTE—A Seattle judge has recently
sentenced three men to jail for “tampering with gar-
bage cans.” They were given the “choice” of paying
$25 fines instead. The judge was apparently con-
vinced that a person hunting for his dinner in =z
garbage can while the inflationary boom is on should
have at least $25 in his vocket.

$ " L

ORGANIZING DRIVE—The AFL Ladies Garment
Workers Union has signed up 94 non-union shops in
the first week of organizing in the Los Angeles area.
74 non-union shops remain. The CIO Amalgamated
Clothing Workers which has been co-operating in the
drive has signed up nine shops.

' % * ¥ .

TRAIL'S END—A Chicago publication entitled
Political Notes reports that the national secretary and
four followers have regigned from the Revolutionary
Workers League and that the paper, Fighting Work-
er, has suspended publication. The report concludes
that “the national secretary and his friends have ap-

parentlly retived,” , ! AT TN 0T ¢

a
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Union Movemen A
Of 5-Month Farm Strike in Calif.

SWP Supports
Labor Candidates
In St. Paul

Leaflets Qutline

9-Point Program - _
ST. PAUL, Feb. 29—At an]

election rally held in the
branch headquarters, the Socialist
Workers Party entered the primary
campaign of the St. Paul, Minn.,
municipal clections by giving sup-
port to a slate of five union candi-
dates. Dorothy Schultz, branch or-
ganizer, speaking for the party,
stated, “The St. Paul Branch of the
Socialist Workers Party urges St
Paul trade unionists and friends nf
the labor movement to vote for John

Wyant, Brewery Workers” Union,
CIO, for Mayor; and William 3.
‘Peick, Auto - Workers Union, CIO;

John TFindlan, Brotherhood of Lo-
comotive Firemen and Enginemen;
William  Perranto, Boilermakers
Union, AFL; and Robert Petersch,
Plumbers’ Union, AFL for City
Council. We endorse these candi-
dates because they are union men,
selected and endorsed by the or-
ganized labor movement.

man (L) and Charles Margiotti.

Murray Pleads Not Guilty

After pteading not guilty Lo charges or vislating the political ex-
penditures ban of the Taft-Hartley Act, CIO President Philip Mur-
ray (o.) leaves Washington district court with attorneys Lee Press-

Cl10 arguments on the motion to

kill the indictment were scheduled to be heard March 5.

Federated Pictures

Rallies to

+ LOS ANGELES, March

poration, a 20,000-acre fruit *

ranch.

A 19%2-mile 1)1cket line has been
maintained for five months, since
last Oct. 1, by 1,100 members of the
AFL National Farm Laborers Union
Local 2i8 and 125 truckdrivers of
AFL Teamsters Local 87.

An outstanding feature of the
strike, in addition to the solidarity
and fighting spirit of the strikers,
has been the aid and assistance
given by the AFL, which has brought
the help of the city workers to the
farm workers,

This help reached a high point on
Feb. 6 when the AFL breught a
Friendship Train of its own io the
strikers, a caravan of some 250 cars
and trucks bearing 1,000 AFL mem-
bers, $20,000 worth of food and $6,~
000 in cash.

After parading through Bakers-
| field, the caravan went to the
iranch. As it passed the main gate,
Di Giorgio, in desperation, unsuc- |
' cessfully attempted to force a wedge |
through the caravan with about 15
| trucks. He also rcunded up all his

'-,cabs, and borrowed what workers he;

could from other ranches to create |
the imbression that work was going
| on as usual.

In traditional fashion, Di Giorgio
and the Associated Farmers, to-

“For the first time in more than
a decade, St. Paul workers have the
opportunity of electing a bonafide
labor candidate for Mayor as well
as a slate of union councilmanic
candidates. The fact that these
candidates have been nominated by
organized labor proves thai St,
Paul workers favor independent
working-class political action.”

Five thousand copies of an elec-
tion leaflet, calling for the “elec-
tion of labor’s candidates to fight
for labor’s program,” will be dis-
tributed by the party this week. A
nine-point Ilabor program is pro-
posed by the party to St. Paul

workers covering municipal housing, | Carey McWilliams so aptly de-
expanded public health facilities, |scribed them in his excellent book

better schools and “tax the rich”|of the same title.

plank. The last two planks in the | tf‘:lifgrni%e ag‘;‘:“l;"‘re' from 1;‘3
- . 'start, has been based on monopoly
rogram c ~ 1 .

Prog all for the organlzat.lon,and large-scale farming.” When the

of an independent Labor Party and |territory was still part of Mexico

The magnificent five-month
strike of 1,100 AFL farm la-
borers against the Di Giorgio
Farm Corporation in the San
Joaquin Valley continues the long
history of bitter struggle that has
marked the development of Cali-
fornia’s ‘Factories in the Field” as

a workers’ and farmers' govern-|and under Spanish rule, about 30
ment. Primary elections are on large land grants had been made,
March 9. Oon the cve of Ameumn oeceupa-

NLRB Ruling Is Threat

To Industrial Unionism

into effect: When the regional de-
cision denied
hearing on their petition,
was appealed to Washington.

PAVES THE WAY

By Barbara Bruce
ST PAUL, Feb. 21 — A blow was‘
struck at industrial unionism by
the National Labor Relations Board
in a decislon involving the -AFL
Pulp and Sulphate Workers here. | Although the Taft-Hartley Act
The ruling, handed down in Wash-| has been ballyhooed by employers
ington last week, provides for an|all over the country as the means
election among a dozen electricians, | of ending labor strife, this decision,
now members of the PSW at the| fostered by the law, paves the way
Waldorf Paper Products Company, for new jurisdictional disputes ev-
to see if they wish to be members| erywhere. Industrial unions here
of the International Brotherhood and elsewhere have been fighting
of Electrical Workers, also AFL, for years agdinst such attempts to
This decision cafries out provi- weaken industrial organization.
sions of the Tart-Hartley Act de-| 95005 Ryan, NLRB regional di-

signed to carve up established in-|,e0t0; reports that this decision is
dustrial unions into weak, divided
craft unions. For years, the Wal-
dorf plant has been organized on
an industrial basis, with all 400
employes belonging {o the pulp
workers' union.

A request for an -election was
submitted to the NLRB regional
director last summer, the day be- | building trades unions here will |
fore _the Taft-Hartley Law went| make demandssfor similar elections.

under the Taft-Hartley Law. It may
enable six, eight or ten craft unions
to negotiate with one employer for
wages and working conditions where
a single industrial union did the job

the electricians a
the casc |

| the first of its kind in this area |

tion in 1946, through the connivance

of American and Spanish officials, |
California |

some 8 million acres of
land were handed over to 800 Mexi-
can grantees. Today's pattern
monopoelistic  land ownership is
largely based on these original

rgrants, plus railroad grants and the |
| wholesale corruption of state land

| officials.
BRUTAL EXPLOITATION

The land speculators sought crops
requiring a low investment and
yielding quick, high profits. Wheat,
which had good Eastern and Euro-
pean markets and needed no irri-
gation, was first chosen. Low-paid,
brutally exploited labor was substi-
tuted for scientific
machinery. American Indians were
used and Chinese laborers were
ibrought from overseas by the thou-
|sands. The methods of the greedy
land owners soon exhausted the
soil.

At this point fruit growing, today's
| major California crop, began its
history. Bui fruit growing needed
| irrigation and irrigation needs large
capital investment. This meant de-
pendence unon the cities for bank
credils and machinery. Thus the!
link was forged between the big
landowners and the cily capitalists.

A new ,source of labor was.also
sought. Many Japanese, skilled in
fruit growing, were imported.
first the growers described them as
“perfect laborers”—efficient, servile
and cheap.

zation and set up their own em-
ployment  agency. They acquired |
waste lands and turned them into |
| fertile fields, competing with small
farmers in buying land and with
large growers in selling crops. The
small and large growers combined
to force a “Gentleman’s Agreement”
to 1‘11‘ive1 out the Japanese,

WORKERS RESIST

bhefore. The prospects are that other |

Aflter the Japanese came a host of
Bther minorities—Hindus, Armeni-
| ans, Mexicans, Filipinos—all wel-
comed as toiling field hands until

of |

'to organize.

methods and |

Brutal Conditions Maintained
By Big California Farm Interests

they began to resist their abomi-
nable conditions. In the suppression
of this resistance, the bloody history
of California was written.

The farming corporations and
land banks, through their “Asso-
cialed Farmers” organization,,

fathered the vigilantes and other
terrorist gangs that put down with
brutal force the workers’ attempts
The Wheatland Riet,
a. spontaneous rebellion
workers against the large ranchers, !
was crushed by the landowners |
through their sheriff and police.
After the First World ‘War and
during the CI10 upsurge in the Thir-

among them, but unionization on

| This was due in part to the sea- |
|50;ia1 character of the work, their
| division into minorities, language
| difficulties, etc. Even
| was their isolation and their sep-

aration from the urban centers of |

| union organization,

| dustrial workers are disciplined to
| organization by modern mass pro- |

i duction. The industrial worker has
more opportunity to learn and ex- |
change ideas. Guidance, inspiration

land support for the farm workers |

Imust come from the more advanced
|uty workers,
Today a

new stage has been

farm workers are being tied to-
lgether., The more organizationally
advanced group is giving direction,
| leadership and material support to
the less developed group. The ex-
periences of industrial labor are
seeping down into the ranks of the

lutionary farm workers.
Successful unionization will
but the first step in bringing this |
most terribly exploited section of
the working class into the front
ranks of workingelass economic and

political struggle.

of ' fannl

ties, the farm workers participated
lin the waves of strikes. The TWW |
and then the Communist Party at |
| various times made some headway |

an important scale was not achieved. |

more basic |

where the in- |

inexperienced but potentially revo-i

\
be |

1—The long struggle of" Cali- -
fornia farm laborers to achieve organization is being renewed
in the heroic strike in' Kern County at the Di Giorfio farm cor-

e,ther with their government
agents, have fought the strikers.
James Price, chairman of Local 218,
relates; “During the strike we have
been Dbitterly opposed. We have
been arrested, evicted and threat-
ened by anti-labor forces. Not only
have they tried every trick to break
our strike and discredit our uniomn,
but also they have tried to dis-
credit. the AFL.”
WHAT IS AT STAKE

The landowners know what is at
stake. " The example of successful
strugegle being waged at the Di
Gilorgio ranch through the unity of
the farm and city workers opens

350,000 California agﬁculiural work-
ers. If the landowners have not
used as much violence as- is 'their
custom, it is because of the solidaf-
ity of the strikers and the aid they
are getting from other AFL forces.

Most of the strikers aré of a simi-
{lar backzround, people uprcoted
from their farms in “Oklahoma,
iTexas and Arkansas during the
Thirties. Prior to the war, most of
them had no life apart from farm-
ing.

Some wcle ﬂrawn into the city
during ;lw war and afterwards re-
turned to the fields. Most had no
previous trade union experience, A
few did, however, and they play an
iimportant part in the wunion,
| There is the former coal miner,
Ellis, who still wears his United
Mine Workers button with his
NFLU bhutton. Hattie Shadowens,
the secretary, once belongéd to the
AFL Waitresses Union, arid héir hus-
lband was a member of the CIO
Warehouse Workers. :

After the first drawing together
of workers who saw the need of a
| union, it was decided to' write AFL
President Willlam Green for help.
The request was turned over to
NFLU President Mitchell who in
turn got in touch with.Hank Hasi-
{va:, the union’s West Coast repre-
sentative. In a few months, most
of the workers were signed up.

Help was asked of Teamsters
Union Local 87 in Bakersfield to
|organize the truckdrivers. The
(farm hands took Teamsters cards
and themselves organized the driv-
ers,

Di Giorgio tried to bust the union
with a three-day lockout, but enly
made the workers more determined,
| The strike, when called, soon de-

| veloped inlo a key siruggle.
The strikers set up relief con-

food and clothing, but sent dele-
| gations throughout the state to
speak to AFL councils and locals.
They won widespread sympa:zhy and
'support.  Another food caravan,
{formed in northern California, will
reach the strikers in a few weeks.
Commitiees have worked to
| «pread organization ta other farms.
Farming communities like Baxter,
|Shafte: and Lamont have been
made union towns. The huge farms
lof Kovacevich, Stainfield and Tre-
|10 have bheen largely organized.
The almighty rule of the corpora-

But soon the Japmw,e,lt"lclled as the Di Giorgio strike |tion-controlled Associated Farmers
laborers formed a protective organi- demonstrates. The city workers and |of California is being threatened as

{never before.
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is Sumner H. SCI][ILI‘.LBl a Harvard

By JOhn G' wrlght economist, who in his survey (N. X.

MARCH 2—Increasing ner-| rimes, Feb. 20) concludes that all
vousness and tension charac-!the existing elements of weakness
terize the economic situation | are far outweighed by the elements
as the domestic market heads for|of strength, leaving the economy
its major test' in the next four|Very strong — “stronger than most
weeks (the Easter sale season). Americans and foreigners realize.”
The closing weeks in February!TypICAL SURVEY

estahlisl'{ed no clear trend -in 1‘etall] This professional survey is typical
trade, with the saleg foc t'hf ?wnt.h of the capitalist school of economic
as @ whole- reconding a "8% in-| thought and is well worth analyzing.

crease” over last year. dThe lm“;’ Schlichter begins his catalogue of
modity market fluctuated at levels|o.,nomic strength by pointing to

near or below those of last year, |'1gr1cu1tuze This feat of convert-
with little indication that the exist- ]m“ a major current source of weak- |

be stabilized.
continued to scrape bottom afte1|
suffering an estimated loss of some |
3 billion dollars in February. But
this decline has not penetrated the |
low marks of the last two years -mtil
the major test of the stock market

On the one hand the meessor|
coolly states that the sharp break |
1of agricultural prices has “greatly !
strengthened the economy.,” And
on the other, he points to the hoped-
is likewise still to come. | for “shortages” in meats and daivy

| products, which will presumably

th}zﬂgﬁ t.ltllllse tl{:;;);}‘.t(‘:lr;lr‘l;l jf)hz?s?‘,%iislliii safeguard agricultural prices from |

debate over what lies ahead g10w~,|
more and more heated in capltalm*
Among the super

“general weakness.” ' ‘

As the seconcl sign of strength
“money ]

Ironically enough he points
to high “hourly earnings” as a safe-
guard against depression. He omits
to mention 1. that prices have far
outstripped- wages: 2. that an in-
creasing share of the “money sup-
ply” has been siphoned off as profits
into the coffers of the monopolists;
and 3. that the purchasing power of
the mass of the people has been
dwindling while industry has kept
piling up more and more goods into
warehouses.

DEBT EXPANSION

supply.”

Third on the professor's list is|

war. boom.
come must be sustained at a level
of 200 billion dollars. in order
keep industry running, not to men-!
tion the need of maintaining the |
huge public debt and the record |
“peacetime” federal budget. Under,,
these conditions, further increa.ses'
in private debt add to the strains!
on the economy and tend to drag it
down, and not to reinforce it.
Schlichter's next four points are
all devoted to backlogs” and un-
satisfied needs. There is still al
great need of housing, a shortage

Today the national in-|the *

to ! still large.”

ca-pamt.y of consumers to ex-
pand  their demand for goods is-
In other words, he
takes it for granted that the do-
mestic market has not been im-
paired by the inflationary orgy and
remains as strong today as it was
last year and the year before. But
this is precisely what has to be
proved. ; Y

Obviously, the profeéssor is just
whistling in the dark ta keep his
spirits up. This is shown clearly
by his own remarks, whlch he
| summarizes his opt.un}.stic balance

the mounting private debt, which | of automobiles, ete. The industrial | | sheet: Here they a.re

dollars, Schlichter hopes that 11':
people can continue to go into deb

| business can keep booming,
‘bases this hope of further debt-
expansion on the fact that in 1940
the private debt was much bigger |
than the annual mnational income,
whereas today “it is over 109
smaller.”

'But in 1940 the national income
was below 100 billion dollars and
the country was just ¢entering its

ing agricultural price structure 8% | ness into a factor of vitality is ac-|has soared to record heights, | plant is still in need.of expansion

need “streets, roads, schools, hos-
pitals and ot,hcx public works,” ete.,
| ete.
TAKES FOR GRANTED
To be sure, these needs exist, as
they always have under capitalism.
But they count for exactly nothing |
| when the capitalists: find it no
| longer profitable to maintain pro-
duction. |
Schlichter's final pomt is thatl

A\

“T'he many strong featurea. in the

The stock marke t"complxshed by a twofold operation. quountmg to more than 170 billion | and re-equipment. States and cities economic situation do mot assure

; that the country will not escape an
early recession, but they make an
early recession unl:kely_ and indi-
| cate that, if one occurs, it will be
* mild.”

Just the crmtlaﬁ,F ASotrue. Tt is
precisely the “many.;strong fea-.
tures” cited by Schhchter that bring
the depression closer ; nd rendey
quite unlikely itﬁ ;gmng “mild” in
character. 3 '

the gates fo organization of some

'mittees and these not only collected .

A PROFESSOR SURVEYS U.S. ECONOMY
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