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FARRELL DOBBS

leaders.

To date, no reply has been
matter.

put your party on record in
In view of the charges

The Minneapolis Case is

representing over 5 million

Roosevelt administration.

DOBBS CALLS
ONWALLACE
TOBACK 18

Farrell Dobbs released to the press the following letter,

which he had sent to Henry Wallace concerning the cam-

~ paign for a presidential pardon for the Minneapolis Case

defendants, the first victims
“Gag” Act.

of the undemocratic Smith

Dear M. Wallace:

In response to a question
by Norman Thomas, Social-
ist Party presidential candi-
date during the Progressive
Party Convention in Phila-
delphia, you stated that you
would support the restora-
tion of civil rights to the 18
defendants in the Min-
neapolis Labor Case. These
18 members of the Socialist

"Workers Party and Min-
neapolis Truckdrivers Local
544-ClO were the first vic-
tims of the Smith Gag Act.

You immediately stated
your oppdsition to the
second important set of in-
dictments under that vi-

cious Act, the indictment of the 12 Communist Party

On August 14 the Civil Rights Defense: Committee
addressed a letter to all presidential candidates asking them
to state their position on the pardon petition of the 18.

received from you .on this

It is common knowledge that the Communist Party
leaders have sabotaged from the first any efforts to assist
the defense in the Minneapolis case, because of their
hatred of Trotskyism. Their followers blocked the efforts
of some delegates at the Progressive. Party convention to

favor of pardon for the 18,
made that the Communist

Party followers determine the policies of the Progressive
Party and in view of your statement to the press in Phila-
delphia, it would appear imperative that you make your
position absolutely plain on this question.

a vital test of civil liberties.

It set the precedent whereby the 12 CP leaders have been
indicted;: Over 500 CIO, AFL and Independent upions

workers have endorsed the

CRDC campaign on behalf of the 18.

You have frequently criticized President Truman for
his do-nothing attitude on important questions of civil
liberties. Here is one case where he can act to rectify an
injustice. It is all the more necessary that you state your
position since this frameup and railroading to prison of
the 18 occurred while you were Vice President under the

Very truly yours,

FARRELL DOBBS,
Socialist Workers Party candidate
for President of the U. S.

Trucking in New York City was tied up by a walkout of members of AFL Local 807, Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters after they turned down employer proposal of a 15-cent hour_ly
pay boost by a 2 to 1 vote. Left, members announ ce results of vote. Right, at Holland Tunnel exit,
strikers direct truckdriver to turn -around and go back to New Jersey.
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bitter conflict now raging there:
between Moscow and the Anglo-
American powers as an epilogue
on which the curtain of enduring
peace will presently descend.

All the recent squabbles over
Germany such as the organiza-
tion of a. West German regime,
the dispute over currency “re-
form,” the blockade of Berlin,
the secret parleys in Moscow, the
Stalinist demonstrations -at the
Berlin City Hall, the diplomatic
thrusts and counter-thrusts, the
jockeying and shouting and shov-
ing—all these can be understood
properly as nothing but tactical
episodes in the “cold” war that
sooner or later will burst into
atomic flames if the plans of
American Big Business are car-
ried out according to schedule.

U. S. STRATEGY

Having ecrushed their German
rivals, the Anglo-American im-
perialists are now driving to
convert Germany into a bastion
against the Soviet Union and ul-
{imately a springboard for at-
tack, this time with the German
capitalists in the role of decidedly
junior partners,

All the moves of American im-

QUILL, STALINISTS GIRD
FOR SHOWDOWN IN TWU

NEW YORK, Sept. 8—The
International Executive Board of
the CIO Transport Union has
just concluded its regular session
where it attempted to bolster the
rapidly waning Stalinist strength
by a series of resolutions blasting|
union president Michael Quill,
The Board denounced the pro-
Truman stand of Quill. '

Stalinist control of the union’s
top committee is their last fae-
tional stronghold, and they face
the loss of that in the approach-
ing national convention of the
union scheduled for Chicago on
Dec. 5.

Quill predicted at the Board
meeting that the Stalinists will
be outvoted by 10 to 1 at the
convention. The Stalinist-controll-
ed Board tacitly conceded Quill’s
vietory at the convention by rul-
ing a change in the union’s elec-
tion procedure. They propose to

.take the power to elect officers

away from the convention and
substitute instead a membership
referendum to run for 40" days.

The Board further passed a re-
solution attacking Quill’s “wage
policy.” Quill called for fare in-
creases on New York’s city owned
and privately owned transit lines
during the recent wage negotia-
tions and maintained that fare
increases provided the only basis
for continued benefits to transit
workers.

The Stalinists in the TWU

originated and supported all along
3 . k.

‘

this false program.
power is slipping from

bish their reputations.

As if to underline the duplicity,
of the Stalinist-dominated fac-
who had
voted for condemnation of the
“wage policy” at the Board meet-
ing, -appeared the following day
at a Public Service Commission
kearing as spokesman for a TWU
committee urging that the com-
mission grant a fare increase to

tion, Austin Hogan,

the private bus lines,

In retaliation for the defeat he
suffered at the Board meeting
Quill answered with several blows
at the Stalinists in TWU’s largest
local, Local 100 of New York. The
Local executive board dismissed
the union’s attorney, Harry Sa-
cher, who supports the Stalinists,
The local’s board also condemned
the International Board for its

decisions.
Quill

Stalinist faction. As the

attacks.
The Stalinist

tion,

Now that
their
hands, they are attempting to
“play militant,” hoping to refur-

is fighting on Philip
Murray’s platform against the
TWU
has a considerable conservative
civil-service-minded membership,
Quill finds solid support for his

leadership has
no superior economic program to
offer and its record of leadership
‘is bad. It is commonly believed
that the Stalinists face a crush-
ing defeat at the coming conven-

perialism and its satellites in
Germany today are calculated to
further this aim. The organiza-
tion of a West German regime
is the preliminary step to the
constitution of a puppet govern-
ment that will make a bid for all
of Germany, including the re-
gions now occupied by Russian
troops. The currency “reform” is
designed as an economic and
financial blow against the Soviet
occupation. The diplomatic and
propaganda campaign is designed
to win the widest possible sup-
port among the German people
for the Allies as well as prepare
pubfic opinion at home for stif-
fer moves.

Anglo-American imperialism is
on the offensive and is moving
from vast economic and military
strength against war-weakened
Russia. '

This is understood by the Krem-
Im. The Stalinist regime stands
in deadly fear of the western
economic giant. Its moves, no
matter how desperate they may
appear on the surface, are de-
fensive in character, designed to
win time, to thr®w obstacles in
the path of the advancing war
machine,

KREMLIN’S MOVE

The raids on Berlin City Hall
thus aim to weaken, undermine
and, if possible, destroy Anglo-
American control and influence
in the administration of Berlin.
If the Stalinists can install a
city government wholly under
Moscow’s influence, such a re-
gime could then try to offset the
political effect of the Western
Regime and call for the unifica-
tion of Germany under its con-
trol.

The weakness of this move can
be judged from the fact that al-

-

Conflict Over Germany
Highlights War Trends

In Europe, Germany was the scepe of the final battles of World War I1. Three years later,

that ravaged land still remaing a battleground. 1t would be a mistake, however, to consider the
o)

though Berlin is the traditional
capital and political center of
CGermany, the Western Regime
sel up by Washington and Lon-
don rules over some 45,000,000
people, while the Stalinist-domin-
ated- regime rules over about
20,000,000, The industrial resour-
ces at the disposal of the West-
ern Regime reveal the dispropor-
tion still more clearly. Before
the war, this part of Germany
produced 86%" of the country’s
steel, 80% of the coal, 61% of
all industrial products and 45%
of the food.

Nevertheless, the attempt to
convert Berlin into a Stalinist
fortress was the strongest coun-
ter-move Moscow dared make.
Thus the question of control over
Berlin flared into the headlines,
temporarily obscuring the pro-
founder issues at stake.

Against this background, en-
voys of Washington, London and
Paris met in Moscow for a series
of negotiations with the Krem-
lin’s representatives. In the no-
torious tradition of imperialist
diplomacy, these meetings were
Leld in deep secrecy. Neither the
capitalist powers nor the reac-
tionary Moscow regime cared to
have the peopla of the world
listen in on their discussions.

None of the participants, how-
ever, nor their mouthpieces ex-
pected much from the secret par-

leys. At best they hoped to reach
a temporary compromise over
Berlin. Some of the commenta-
tors in the capitalist press who
think that Moscow holds the edge
in the Berlin dispute hoped that
a: face-saving formula-for the
western’ powers might edme out
of the conversations.

No commentator had the slight-
est expectation that the big ques-
iions of Germany’s fate and of
enduring - world peace would be
seftled or indeed even discussed.

REAL TREND

While the diplomats haggled
and bargained in the dark, the
real trend was dramatically un-
derlined by two events. In the
United States, the ‘“peacetime”
draft went ahead as blueprinted
and the generation that has
reached adulthood since the open-
ing of World War II began train-

ing for World War IIL In Greatd

Britain, the government form-
ally announced it had begun “re-
armament.”

If the final decision remains
with either the ruling oligarchy
of the USSR or the imperialists
of the west, it will be only a
question of time until shooting
war begins. But the final decision
still remains with the working
people, the vast masses who have
been excluded : from the secret
councils and parleys of the rulers.

Lessons of the

Of UE-CIO Union

| Continued Stalinist Control of Group

Shows Need for Reorganizing Opposition

By C. Thomas

With Stalinist influence in the American trade union movement def-
initely on the wane, observers focused their attention on the 13th national con-
vention of the CIO United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers, currently

| meeting here in New York

City. Claiming some 600,-
000 members, the UE is

the largest and most strategic
union yet remaining under Stal-
inist domination.

After the first few sessions it
became evident that the Stalinist
leadership controlled about 75%
of the voting strength at the con-
vention. This is approximately
the same ratio as the last conven-
tion indicating that the opposi-
tion led by James B. Carey, na-
tional seeretary-treasurer of the
CIO, had made little headway in
the ensuing year.

The past year has witnessed a
sharp decline of Stalinist influ-
ence in the unions. Completely
1outed in some unions they face
an increasing opposition in others.
It would seem, superficially at
least, that the UE was an excep-
tion. But the appearance of Stal-
inist. strength reflected at the
convention is only a surface ap-
pearance. Underneath the caul-
dron is simmering!

SECESSION MOVEMENT

In “the last year the secession
movement in the UE has reached
alarming proportions. Led by ex-
treme right wing elements, close-
ly allied with the Association of
Catholic Trade Unionists, impor-
tant sections left the UE and
affiliated to other unions. The
ease with which they did so tes-
tified that the Stalinist leader-
ship enjoyed little support in the
ranks.

In addition, isolated opposition
groups developed in many local-
ities, taking control of numerous
local unions away from the Stal-
inists. Splits in the lower union
apparatus gave rise to opposition
movements in locals previously
under complete Stalinist domina-
tion. All of these manifestations,
reflecting the growing discon-
tent of the ranks with the pres-
ent leadership, are ingdications
that a wide-spread opposition
movement is boiling up in the
UE. :

That the Stalinist' leadership

k-

has kept the lid on thus far is
due primarily to the inept leader-
ship and bankrupt policy of the
national Carey-Block opposition
group. After the last convention,
the Carey-Block group, organized
as the UE Members for Demo-
cratic Action, disintegrated. Its
extreme right wing, particularly
the ACTU elements, led the se-
cession movement. Relying prim-
arily on red-baiting as its main
stock-in-trade, the UE-MDA be-
came discredited among the pro-
gressive opponents of Stalinism.

OPPOSITION GROUP

The advanced stage of disinte-
gration was revealed at an oppo-
sition caucus meeting held the
day before the present conven-
tion opened. At this meeting the
opposition leaders admitted they
had no idea what strength the

convention. They were complete-
ly out of touch with the local op-
position groups throughout the
country.

The most significant thing
about the caucus meeting was the
relative absence of red-baiting.
It would appear the opposition
leaders learned something from
the UE-MDA fiasco. But if they
learned that red-baiting is no.
sure-fire “program” for rallying
significant support they learned
little else. They proposed to
‘mobilize the opposition for strug-
gle against Stalinism under the
inspiring banner of strict adher-
ence to “National CIOi policy.”

Translated into concrete terms
by J. B. Carey, “CIO policy”
meant political support to strike-

for the reactionary Marshall Plan
and supporting the get-tough-
with-Russia foreign policy of the
State Department. Needless. to
‘say, this scintillating platform
succeeded only in repelling the
anti-Stalinist militants.

It was also decided at the first
caucus meeting, to drop the name
UE-MDA and select another de-
signation for the opposition. But
changing labels is not enough!

The opposition can be welded into
a powerful national group capa-
ble of successfully challenging
the reactionary Stalinist leader-
ship, only by breaking decisively
with the snivelling, -bootlicking,
bellyerawling, policy of abject
surrender to the political agents
of Big Business. _
To build a sturdy platform ablée
to encompass such an opposition
requires stouter timber than the
rotten planks offered by the pres-
ent opposition leaders. It requires
above all, as the keystone of that
platform, a policy of independent
and militant labor action on both
the economic and political field.

opposition could muster at the)

breaker Truman, whooping it up,

EyeforSale

A carpenter by day and a-
restaurant worker by night,
Victor St. Cyr of Woonsocket,,
R. 1, still can’t make enough:
to support his wife and 7 chil-
dren. St. Cyr has offered to sell.
his right eye for $10,000 as £
last desperate measure to save
the children, all under 12, from
an orphanage. ’

Maritime Strikers Solid

'SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 4

—Every port on the Pacific

Coast from San Pedro, Cali-
fornia to Seattle, Washington is
tied-up as of midnight Sept. 1.
Not a single ship moves as 12,-
000 CIO longshoremen and 10,000
members of the independent
Marine Firemen’s Union and CIO
Marine Cooks and Stewards
march the picketlines. Even the

-tanker fleet is tied-up by striking

CIO 0O:1 Workers who have struck
all refineries in California in an
independent fight of their own for
higher wages.

The longshoremen and firemen
and cooks were forced on strike
by the adamant refusal of the
ship operators and waterfront
employers to recognize the prin-
riple of the union hiring hall, or
to budge from their position that
the unions continue their no-
strike pledge and tie themselves
ty the vicious compulsory arbi-
tration machinery of the old con-
tract.

Major demands of the striking
maritime unions all run along
similar lines.

LONGSHOREMEN’S DEMANDS

The major demands of the
longshoremen are as follows: 1)
The hiring hall set-up as is. 2) 18
cents an hour pay increase,
bringing the straight-time scale
from 81.67 to $1.85. Overtime

after 6 hours at time-and-a-half,
3) Elimination of all penalty
clauses of the contract. especially
those applying to stoppage of
work.

Negotiations lasting five months
proceeded under the pall of gov-
ernment injunction and suits filed
by the. employers against the
unions, As the period of the in-
junction ran out and the date set
for strike action drew near, the
unions compromised many of their
minor demands, even making con-
cessions on their modest wage
requests. But they could mnot
afford to give way on the key
demands without jeopardizing
their continued existence as in-
dependent organizations.

The employers, on the other
side of the table, stiffened their
resistence in the final hours of
negotiations and reneged on many
off‘the-record commitments made
in the earlier stages of bargain-
ing.

The whole employer strategy
was clearly designed to create
the impression that they were
proceeding in good faith and that
an amicable last-minute settle-
ment could and would be reached
through negotiations. They an-
aounced that they were raising
their original meager wage offers.
The hiring hall question.could be
finally settled by the courts, so
far as they were concerned. And

‘the heads

as regards working conditions,
the employers tried to create the
impression that they were willing
to maintain the status quo.

“FINAL OFFER”

One week before negotiations
blew up the employers showed
their real intent. They presented
their “final offer”: a miserable
5-cent an hour increase for long-
shoremen; an employer-run hiring
hall and retention of all penalty
clauses to enable them to con-
tinue their speed-up tactics on
the job.

This was the “offer” that the
NLRB attempted to present to
rank and file longshoremen over
of their regularly
clected officials. Under provi-
sions of the Taft-Hartley Law, a
vote was conducted on the water-
front., Not a single ballot was
cast from the 12,000 longshore-
men elegible to vote. The men

on West Coast

went down the line with the union
in ignoring this union < busting
maneuver,

Having failed in their appeal
to individual longshoremen
against the union (and the same
tactic flopped with the firemen
and cooks), the employers show-
ed their real hand. After making
a few token gestures to revise
their “final offer” in favor of the
union demands, they .abruptly
broke off negotiations..

“GET TOUGH” POLICY

As longshoremen and seamen
hit the picket lines the employers
launched a red-baiting attack as
their first move in the open strug-
gle to smash the unions. This is
hailed in the local: press as the
new “get tough” policy of the
employers. These employers have
now announced:

“All offers to all unions are
now ‘withdrawn. . .

tour as Presidential Candidate

The wire was addressed to

Farrell Dobbs, SWP Presidential Candidate, sent the fol-
lowing telegram to Harry Bridges and James Kearney, Presi-
dent of Local 10 ILWU in support of the struggle of west coast

. longshorémen and maritime workers to defend their hiring
hall and raise their standard of living:

“Socialist Workers Party pledges support to all maritime
workers in fight to preserve union hiring hall. During present

of all sections of the labor movement for your very just fight.”

10 called in defense of the union hiring hall.

will urge support and solidarity

the stop-work meeting of Local

“No more negotiations will be
held and no contracts will ‘be
signed with any such wunions
unless and until their officers
have disavowed Communism.” Vi

This type of propaganda is not
only released for general com-
sumption, It is a deliberate
attempt to drive a wedge between
the unions involved, some of
which have already signed the
Taft-Hartley non-communist af-
fidavits. \

The Firemen, for example,
were among the first to comply !
with this provision of the law.

The longshoremen and  cooks
unions have mnot signed the .
affidavits. i

The employers now hope to
palm this off as the reason for
the strike on the waterfront.

Nothing could appear more
hypocritical to the men on the
picket lines. They know the im-
portant issues are defense of the
hiring hail, protection against
the post-war -speed-up, and an
increase in wages to meet the
rising cost of living. In the strug-
gle to defend their unions in
open battle ‘with the empu rers,
the old spirit of solidarity among
seamen and longshoremen that'
prevailed during the days of the
1934 strike has been rekindled.

The morale of th_e strikers is
high. i
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By B. R. Frank

.. In one of his last articles,
“Trade Unions in the Epoch of
Imperialist Decay,” Trotsky
wrote: “There is one common
feature in the development, or

- more correctly the degeneration,

of miodern trade union organiza-
tions in the entire world: it is
their drawing closely to and grow-
ing together with the state
power.” At the time of writing,
this conclusion may have ap-

~ peared premature for the Ameri-

can frade unions, particularly the
€10, which in 1940-41 was ex-
periencing a new wave of in-
surgency and conducting militant
strike battles on a dozen fronts
ngainst the industrial giants.
Searcely a year later Trotsky's
thesis was fully confirmeéd.
After “Pearl Harbor,” the
trade union bureaucracy of the

_ AFL, CIO, Mine Workers and

Railroad Brotherhoods — Stalin-
igts included—Ilined p to a thah
behind American imperialism and

]
men of its predatory war.

'bechme the apologists and sales-

The
bureaucracy became the chief
agency, for integrating the trade
unions with the war machine,
restraining and diseciplining work-
2vs, stamping out strikes, impos-
ing the wage freeze, pushing the
speed-up and initiating labor-
management committees. In gen-
eral, it sought to convert the
trade unions into “labor bat-
talion” appendages of the im-
perialist state.

THE 1945-46 STRIKES

The 1945-46 historic strike
wave, Which saw four miillion
workers ‘manning the picket lineg
and American eapitalism chal-
lenged on an  imposifgly all-
nitional sgéalg, refinbished the
tarnishéd repttations 6f the. trade
union bureaucracy, anfl made it
appear as if the “no-strike
pledge sellout of 1942-45 was a
temporary pheroniénon, dde to
ihe exceptional c¢irdumstandées of
the war.

The events that followed

demonstrated that the bureau-

crats’ betrayal l;f the war yehrs
and their attempt to 'ifitedrate
the unions with the impérialist
slate—was the norm; ahd the
relative independence of the trade
union bureaucrats in the 1945-45
strike struggles — was the ex-
céptitnal cdircumstance.

During the war years, the
struggle of militants against the
bureaucracy in the wmain CIO
unions gradually built up mass
support until the left wing was
able to swing 40% of the votes
against the no-strike pledge ‘at
the 1944 ¢dnventioh of tHe auto
union. At the same tinie, “wild’

cat” strikes became increa.singly ;

common in both the auto and
steel industries and the authotity
of the leadership wis waning.
With the wal’s end; the dc¢-
‘efimulated pricVafdes aiid ‘Yedent-
ments of the workers, dammed
up hitherto by’ the wartime no-
strilée pledge burst férth in a
ovtidt cataract of strikes,

. The buteaderats quickly placed
themselves #t the head of this

strike moyement to forestall the

création of a miore wiilitant rival
ro-hdershm But lo §doiier Had the
unions gaired & vietory afid the
strike ‘wave siibsidéd, thah the
burehucracy rushed back into the
arms of the capitalist state. It
attempted to re-solidify its
ailiarice in the vain hope of ward-
ing off the blows of t{he extreme
forees of reaction and for protec-
rion against the militant sections
of its own membership.

GROWING SUBSERVIENCE

This basic, direct and growing | .
subservience of the trade union
bureiucracy to the capitalist
dtate is illustrated by the follow-
ifg crdeial facts:

The Murrays and Greens have
been tib-thifmping for the Tru-
inan Ductrine and shipped ATL
aitd CIO bfficials with the Afiieri-
chn Military Midsion to Gréece to
hélp piit ‘over Wall Stréet’s pro-
prath of military ‘dictatorship aid
ithplrt fo it. & labor aid demo-
eidtic veliger.

The bureaucracy envolled as a

nireu; agency of the StategDe-

partment to sell the Ma¥shall
Pian as a “civilian fdhhbilitation
job” and a prize pickage of
“humanitarianism,” and lead
within the world labor movenient
the counter-offensive against the
Stalinist attacks on the Plan.
They emerged as direct flunkeys
and timeszervers of Washington,
performing innumerable . chores
to facilitate the execution of Wall
Street’s imperialist plogram and
the intensification of its “cold
war” agdindt Russia. Among a
few of the more notable achieve-
ments of the bureaucracy along
this line are: Helping to split the
Stalinist - dominated trade union
federation in France and sétting
up a rival trade uhion body with
a pro-Atiericin State Department
orientation; intervening in the
Ttalian eléctions &nd advising the
italian umomsts to vote for the
Christian Demideratic Party—the
‘eapitalist party of Wall Stréet
and tHe Vatican; sphttlhg of thé
c§1:alimdt‘,—domi‘nsﬂied Latin Ameri-
¢an trade unith federstion and

setting up, uider Washmgtoh'

‘Trade Unions Under Capitalism

‘Hegis, ‘a rival bbdy.

The buredticracy gave aid and

Cotifort to ‘the red- baiting cam-
‘pdign unlobsed at home by the
government and the capitalists,

and they themselves actually
flooded the union movement with
this same anti-labor poison.

To all this i§ added their
present desperate attempts to
prop up the Democratic Party
and prevent its disintegration,
coupled with .their attack on all
third party adherents. The bur-
eaucracy ig determined to uphold
and keep the unions tied to the
{wo - party system of capitalist
polities.

Thus, to propérly appraise the
trends and relations in the Ameér-
ican trade union movement, wé
must start with'the towering fact
{hat the trade union bureaucracy
has deliberately and éunscidusl;v
allied itgelf with the imperialist
diate, seéks to act 48 its “labor
dgeticy” Both at home 4nd ahroad
—and that this allisnée ‘deter-
minés all big questipns in the
trade uiion thoveinent.

By Art Preis

As one result of its first na-
tional election campaign, the
 Socialist Workers Party is
* reeeiving more publicity in capi-
talist newspapers than ever be-
fore -in 'its history. A favorite
stdéswme of the capitalist writ-
ers at the SWP goes something
like this: The “Trotskyites” are
mad at everybody—they’re equal-
1y aguinst the Democrats, the Re-
, Publicans, the Wallaceites, the
}Sl_’_trﬂna.n Thomas Socmhsts, the
all the top leaders of the unions,
rom Murray and Reuther to
Green and Tobin.
“H is deliberately designed to
give the impression that the
Trotskyists are just a bunch of
disgruntled crackpots and chronie
 gripers, against everything and
everyone just for the hell of it.
The fact is there is a definite,
- dleéar-cut fundamental dividing
line of principle between the
- 8WP and all the other parties.
That is the CLASS line.
- While all the other political
groups which the SWP opposes
have differences among them-
s€élves—a fact that the SWP does
not at all dismiss—they have
nevertheless, a common position

ocialist .
tands for Class Politics

on one decisive point: They are
all hostile to the political class
crganization of the workers. The
SWP in contrast, stands four-
square for a class party of the
American workers.

PECEIVE WORKING CLASS

The' Republicans and Dem-
cerats stand for capitalism “as
ie.” Some, like the Wallaceites
and their Stalinist supporters,
proclaim  “progressive’” capital-
ism as their aim. Others, like
Norman Thomas, even claim they
are for socialism. But all of them,
in one way ‘or another, strive to
keep the workers from uniting
politically as a class and from
building their own independent
class party.

No matter how “progressive”
or “radical” a political group may
claim to-be, no matter how much
it professes to serve the interests
of the workers, it all boils down
to deception and lies if they deny
to labor its own class political
instrument, its own class party.

The biggest political myth the
ruling capitalists are trying to
sell to the workers is that this
country is different from any in
history, that here there are ho
real class divisions and, therefore,
no basis for class politics.

We saw one frank expression of

New Low for T-H Act

- Out in California, members of
the struggling National Farm’
Labor Union (AFL) who are
engaged in a bitter life-and-
death battle with the 20,000-acre

" Di Giorgio ranch have just learn-

ed by bitter first-hand experience
how the viclously unfair NAM-
Taft - Hartley Act operates to
-th;‘ohtle unions.
Tt is necessary to know a little
: of the background ‘to grasp the
enormlty of thig case.

These workers have been on
sirike for almost a year trying
tos obtain recognition of their

¢ urion so it could negotiate livable
wages for the
hard-pressed men and woren who

* lharvest the fruit and vegetable

¢rops from the vast Di Giorgio
“ranch which covers 18 Bsiuare
. miles and erploys 1,500 persons.
‘The einployer hids the complete
backing of the notorious Asso-
ciated Farmers and California
Chamber of Commerce.

In the course of the fight, the
union filed charges with the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board of
‘unfair labor practices by the
employer. It also petitioned the
NLRB to conduct a collective
bargaining election to settle the
“igsue of whether it represents a
" majority of the workers.

{ " The NLRB threw out both the
charges and the petition on the
ground that it had no jurisdiction
~to consider them. It cited the

" wording of the NAM-Taft-Hartley

Act which reads:

“The term employe . . . shall
not include any individual em-
ployed as an agricultural
Iaborer. . .”

" This seemed a definite exclusion

of f4rm labor from the law.

(Bt wait! Came another day
aud the employer filed charges
with the NLRB of unfair labor
- prdctices on the part of the
uniohs. Then the same board that
had demed the union even a hear-
ing on jurisdictional grounds
tiirnéd a compléte about face and
o6t only backed up the employer's
charge with a formal complaint
iififler the NAM - Taft - Hartley
Act, but rushed into federal court
to ask for an injunction. And it
got the injunction,

Issuanice of the injunction by
Federal Judge Pierscn M. Hall
cn petition of the NLRB restrain-
ed the union from engagihg in an
alleged secohdary boyeott. The
court order was based on a
charge that union pickets induced
members of other AFL unions
not to lhandle the “hot eargo.”
This wag about the enly effective
way the union had of fighting the
use of strikebreakers imported
irom Mexiec6 who are held in
virtnal peonage conditions on the
ranch.

Union attorneys attempted in
vain to introduce before Judge
Hall facts in connection with
the Di Giorgio strike and evidence
that the NLRB had refused to
hold a collective bargaining
clection. Introfuétion of such
evidehce was baired by Judge
Hall on the ground that it was
not relevant to the secondary
boyecott charge.

Stating the union’s intention to
appeal the injunction’ case, H. L.
Mitehell, president, hit at the use

by the employer of strikebreakers

and child labor brought in to the

ranch in violation of state and

federal laws. He Aalso reviewed
the efforts of the ranch owner fo
‘bust the strike by any iheans and
‘the shoofing of Jaines Price, local
urion presidént. Mitchell then
said:

“Now the power of the United
States government, represented

by the NLRB and the federal

courts, has been turned against
these defenseless farm workers
who are excluded from any of the
henefits but are subject to the
penalties of the NAM-Taft-
[Tartley Act.”

So, here is a case where the law
dces not apply if it could help the
union, but does apply if it could
aurt the union. All of which seems
to be a new law for even the
NAM-Taft-Hartley Act. Yet this
is a proceeding being pushed by
the Truman Administration, and
Wwe have heard no protests from
any rival candidates, including
the ineffable Henry Wallace, self-
proclaimed friend of farm labor.

(Reprinted from the Uhited Mine
Workers Journal)

this fear in a seties of full-page
ddvertisements run in Teading
newspapers last November by the
powerful MéGraw-Hill publishing
company. Under a huge lead-
line, “POLITICAL ACTION—
LABOR’S BLIND ALLEY,” the
publishers of Business Week and
dozens of big trade magazines
went all out in Wwarnings to the
workers not “to let their union
leaders lure them down the blind
alley of political action. . .Unions
exist for collective hargaimng,
rnot politicking.”

OK FOR THEIR CLASS

But the McGraw-Hill interests
and  the other big capitalists
aren’t against class parties at
all. On the contrary, they have,
as they have always had, their
clags parties, which they- have
‘consciously developed and main-
tained to serve their class inter-
ests. That is what the Republican
and Democratic parties are.

The capitalists believe in class
polities, all right, They are on]y
against class politics for the maj-
ority, the workers.

The root of the capitalist op-
position to a “third party”—right
now—is fear that once the %two-
party” myth is destroyed and the
‘present two-party political mono-
poly is broken, the way will be
open for a class party of labor.

That doesn’t mean' the capital-
ists aren’t ready to put forward a
“third party” of their own when
they feel it to be to their inter-
ests. During their progressive
period, back in 1854, the Amer-
ican industrialists organizéd a
“third party”—the Republicans
—to fight against the two old
parties, the Demoecrats a n d
Whigs. Today, Jthe reactionary
capitalist class has another “third
party” up its sleeve—the fascist
party. The American capitalists
will be all for this “third party”
—as were their clasgs brothers in
Germany &tid Italy—wvhen they
feel they can no lohger maintain
their rule through the “two-party
system.”

HAMSTRING WORKERS

The Wallace party, despite its
pretensions to progressivist, is
in 100% agreement with the
other capitalist parties on one
thifig: Don't let the workers build
théir oWn party! The Wialace
party is dominated from the top
by capitalist-minded liberal poli-
ticians who have no connéctions
with or responsibility to the
labor movement. The eredentials
report at their recent convention
revealed that less than 15% of
the delegates had any connection
with the organized labor move-
ment. _

Or take the case of Walter
Reuther. The CIO auto workers
union president has his ears to
the ground.” He knows the work-
ers are pressing haxd against the
old, decrepit two-party political
structure. He sees sentiment de-
veloping for a class party of
labor. Reuther, who like Wallace
stands for “enlightened” capital-
ism, is determined to seize hold
of the independent political ac-
tion miovement in labor’s ranks
and direct it away from class
channels back into the old sewer
of capitalist politics. His proposal
is for a “third party” of all so-call-
ed “progressive” elements now in
the two old parties in coalition
with the top union bureaucrats.
The only difference between what
Reuther proposes and the Wal-
lace party is a differefice over
foreign policy. But Reuther, like

Have you asked yout Friends
to Help the

'orkers

‘press is the nationalization of

‘Walliice and the Stalinists, 4ve
'dédd det against ahy pénuine
party of labor, run by and for the
workers through their mass org-
anizations, the unions,

As for the so-called “socialist”
party of Norman Thomas, it is
just living for the day that it
can wind up its independent ex
istence and merge in the broader
stream of a party uniting the
“progressive” dapitalsts aAnd
workers. Th hoit, Retther diid
Norman Thomas both seek the
same type of paity“the Stalinists
have everywhete tried to build
and to which they give the naine,
“People’s Front.”

THE REAL FACT ;

But all politics is elass polities.
It is to the interests of the ruling
éhpitalists and their various
agerits and dupes to cohceal this
elementary fact of the realities
of political life. It is the contrary
purpose of the Socialist Workers
Party to strip the veil from poli-
tics and; reveal its true class na-
ture.

It is in this that we différ from
all other political parties on the
American scere today. We show
the workers the true face of poli-
tics and call on them to act ac-
cordingly by building their own
class party.

in tke St)uth

Dixiecrats inspired by the Kn Klux Klin greétéd Progressive
Party presidential candidate Hehry Wallace with a barrage of
eggs, tomatoes and epithiéts of “mgger-lhver” as lie attenipted to
addréss unségrégateéd audiénéds in North and South Carolina during
his ctirrent southern tour. Splatteréd egis lie at Wallace’s feet in
Burlihgton, N. C., as police captaih watches the exchange.

s By Joseph Hansen

A standing subject for de-
nunciation in the - capitalist

industry in Great Britain.

In contrast to the lush profits
céurrently being gliaken down by
Big Btigsiness from' American in-
dustry, the capitalist press points
to the losses récorded by the na-
tionalized British industries and
the fear of the British government
to lower those losses by inéreas-
ing the speed-up.

This is supposed to illustrate
the advatitiiges of capitilism afid
to shoWw that Socialism woh%
work. According to the editorial
writers of the capitalist press,

the working class is incapable of
ruhning industry efficiently and
Britain had better go back to
“private enterprise.”

WRECKED BY CAPITALISM

At the first touch of the facts,
tlils' fabricatiqh falls to pieces.
British industry is not comparable
to industry here. Under capitalist
management modern improve-
niénts lagged in Gréat Britain so
that the bulk of the plants are a
half a century behind the times.
Major replacénients and re-org-
anization are fiéedéd throughoit
British industry.

Socialist Government in Great
Britain is the reconditioning of
industries run into the ground
under ecapitalist management.
Thus the blanmie for the shape in
which British industry is found
today rests squarely on the capi-
talist class andi not on .the work-
ers who suffer the consequences
of their mismanagement.

Now we come to another hard
fact. The British “Labor” Goy-
ernment is NOT socialist. Capi-
talism remains in Great Britain.
The so-called “nationalization” of
industry was not a genuine so-

Dobbs—Carlson Campaign?

the British experiénce proves that|

One of the first tasks facing a|

were not expropriatéd. They still
remain in mandgement and are
continuing to rake in profits
through the government bonds
awarded them.

. The British capitalists were in
a bad way at the end of the war.
They faced bankruptey. “Nation-
alization” saved the coal bardns
and other industrialists by guar-
anteeing them returns from their
holdings and preventing the
workers fiom going ahead with
génuine socialist measures.
LIKE NEW YORK’S SUBWAYS

“Nationalization” in Great Bri-
tain resembles most closely ‘whkt

happeéried in this cdtihtry when
tHe New York City govethnient
took over the subway. The bank-
ers had previously muleted huge
profits out of the subway sys-
tems, saddléd the systéem with
huge debts and permitted the
equipment to run down. Then
they unloaded the obsolete rail
system on the city and received,
in return, guaranteed city bonds,
thus continuing to draw their
profits out of the city treasury.

As Fthe conservative British
magazine, The Economist, ex-
plains in its June 19 issue, “na-
tionalization” simply meant “0Old
Boss Writ Large.” Nothing was
changed fundamentally. So far as
the workers are concerned, ‘“‘the
old enemy remains in immediate
authority.”

This issue is nhow bécoming
sharper. “Organized labor,” says
The Economist, “feels deeply
conscious that the worker has
too little to say in the direction
of industry.”

When the working class kicked
the Churchill regime out of office
and voted in the Labor Party,
they expected an end to the
capitalist system and the institu-
tion of Socialism. For three years
now the Labor Party leadership

caretaker of British capitalism.

has refused to carry out this man- |8
date. Instead it is acting as thel]

The Real Meaning of
British Nationalization

ing class over this is now becom-
ing evident in clashes over the
quéstion of management of m-
dustry. More and meore union
bodies are demanding that the
workers have a voice in the man-
agement of the “nationalized” in-
dustries.

The government on the other
hand insists on keeping the for-
mer capilalists in the front of-
fice and is now preparing to go
even further. Under prodding
from Washington, they talk
openly of instituting speed-ups on
the “American” model and lower-
ing wages. G

BATTLE LINES FORMING

_ The battle lines are cléarly
shaping up. As reportéd in last
week’s Militant, 17,000, Austin
workérs in Birmingham stdged a
protest strike recently againist a
dompany attéempt to speed up 4
gear-box cutteér from 280 bhoxes | |
a day to 360. )

The propaganda of the Amer-
fcah dapitalists agaihst British
nationalization is solély designed
to confuse the American working
class ahd to turh it away from
any support of Socialism. The
Americah workers have the duty
of studying the British experience
as it will enable them to better
understand = the mechanies of
capitaligt rule. From this they

"will learn thiat fhere IS an ahswer

to capitalist exploitation ahd an-
archy, Not the British Labor Gov-
ernment program of capitalist na-
tionalizations, but a genuine so-
cialist program of expropriation
of the capitalists and government
ownership and operation of in-
dustry uhder workers’ control.

READ

cialist measure. The capitalists

The growing anger of the work-

] ist Workers Party candidate for

{| comparing. Dobbs and Catlson
{| with Debs and contrasting him

i| & sunimary of the niaih planks in

{| ip in Time magazine of the SVVP
; campmgn accomparied by a pic-

| democratic process. He would do

Irving Beinin, New York Cam-
paign Director, filed nominating
petitions last Saturday in Albany
for Dobbs and Carlson. The peti-
| tions contained 21,967 signatures,
representing more than twu:e the
at least 150 signatures for each
of 61 counties in the state, three
times the flumber needed and
fiore signatures than wik filéd
by the SP and the SLP. The New
York Oi'g‘anmatloh is fiow await-
ing 11fws of curtification by the
Secretary of State.

& % %

UTAH: Word has béeh ré-
ceivdd frofi our canmiphign woik:
ers that petitions for Dobbs and
Carlson to plice on the Utsh bal-
Iot have béen Fﬂed in Salt Like
C;ty Thsy tell us thét the petiz
tlons were in tip-top shape and
“l;'hey should receive official noti-
Yfication in short order, Historians
will record two mgmficant datés
i tite history of Utah: 1847
‘when the Mormons arrived ‘and
1948 when the Socialist Workers
Party got on the ballot,

; # * i

Two of the biggest publicity
items of the campaign made the
press in the last wéek. The first
Was in the Detroit News where
W. K. Kelsey dévoted most of
his column on the editorial page
fo us. Under the caption “A New
Ticket in the Field,” Kelsey in-
froduces his  coliimn by saying,
%A few days ago the Commenta-
‘for (title of the column) remarked
‘How the Socialist Party leader-
‘ship has changed gince the days
of Eugene Victor Debs!” Now
domes Howard Lerner, the Social-

Governor of Michigan and de-
posés. . .” THeh after a lengthy
QUota't'iqn from comrade Lerner

with Norman Thomas, Kelsey
writes brief biographies of Dobbs
end Carlson and coneludes with

the SWP platform.
The second item was a write-

ture of Dobbs. Naturally the
writé-up was in the iisual cynical-
nasty Time style.

And while we are on publicity,
mention should be made of an

finds otr preselice as ah “orp-
anized minority”, a wobd thing
and proof of the existence of the

Well to'send his comments to
Attorney ‘Geéneral ot Clark
whose blacklisting protéeds from
| the oppusite point of view of sup-
pressing the minodrities.

- Ed L T

- MINNEAPOLIS: Farrell Dobbs®
parting shot as he left Minhesota
Wwas a press statement denounc-
ing the egg-throwing at Wallace
during his southern tour, His
statément- réads in part:

Campaigning with|
DobbsandCarlson

By George Clirke, SWP Campaign Manager

ediforial devotéd 'to us in The|.
Pontiac {Mich.) Press. The editor

was interviewed over: Akron’s
largest radio station, WAKR
which also carried a five minute
round-up of Grace’s statement of
the party position in the ststmn 8
15 minute news summary.

The news from Yotngstowh
thus far is coritairied in a clippitig
from the Youngstown Vindicator
which features an interview with
Grace dahd her picture, Amibtg '
other things Comrade (Carldon is
quoted ab saing:

“Henry Willdee. , mhnages to
keep his hands on hard cash de-
spite support of the Commumsts,
... .Roosevelt wak slidker- than
President Truman in thying 'to
‘bass off thHe Démocratic Party
as the labor party. Truman isn’t
§ good & faker, and He Hoesn’t

 hive the Harvard actént and

flo¥Wing Finguage.”

From Columbus, we received a
report that a writ bf mindamus
has béeh filed with the State
Supreme Court to compel the
Board of Eléétions to place airy
Braveriman on the ballgt as Trot-
skyist candidate for Congress in
the 19th district,

The réport stites thut the Ghm
Attortiey Géneral had eatiyed |
fevershl of a sifwildr Iféehtﬁm
thade apaifigt the SLP fh 1946.
Praveriian left Colunfbis iwith
assufatices from the Attoritey
Géeiieral that the legal Hoifi{s on
which the SWP casé is bhgéd dre
golid. The writer is cerfhihly cor-
rect that the “SWP Hete ih__inﬁk
ing ‘a determitidd dffov't 't6 break
the moriopolistic strangléliold of
the Republicin aifd Demoeratic
Phrties over loedl polities.”

I

THe Flint comradés deferve a
rousitip dieer for tHefr dlertress
which résultéd in obtuiiritig dhe-
half houi of frde e for Far-
rell Dobbs on Oct. 11 over station
WFDF to answer Trumai's La-
bor Day .speech in Detroit.

Genora Dolliniger, our ¢andi-
date for U.S. Senate from Michi-
gan, writes that they are distrib-
uting 10,000 leaflets at plant
gates, using the sotriid car for
four days running prior to tHeir

papérs and doing extensive tele-
phoning on the meeting and radio
broadeast.

* % ¥

CALIFORNIA: The petition
drive 'to put ‘Harry Préss” and’
Robert Chester, SWP candidates
for State Assembly and Frank
Burbkria fbr Congréss in the San
Francisco Bay Areh is well un-
d'e_r way. As of Sept. 4, 1,047 sig-
natures of the required minithum
of 1,500 signatures were collected
for Harry Press.

From Los Angélés, Jean Blakk
writés that the pétition campdign
for Myra Tanner Weiss for Con-
gress is in high gear. On Sept. §
they had a total of 1,215 signa-
tures. Jean writes: “The house in
the 19th Congressional District
which serves as Headquarters for
the campaign is like an old ‘'CIO

“Presidént Trumdn ahd the
Republican politicians  deplore
this treatment of Wallace only
because they are fearful that he
will become a martyr in the eyes,
of large sections of the Negro
people and thus win their votes.
They are not concerned about the
rights of Wallace, the Negroes
or anybody else. In fact, the de-
magogue Wallace is only acciden-
tally a vietim of persecution.

of doing tothitig at all for i‘}te
people Wwhile holding publie of-,
fice.”

¥ ok %

OHIO: Akton repoifs a lively:
and intérestihg meetirig for Grite
Carlson. They report good public-
ity in the Beadon-Journal and

Actually he has a 1b-year record '

strike headquarters — comrades
dropping in mght after work in
the evéning or during the day;
eating ‘in shifts, nappiig in
shifts, . .”

Dobbs-Carlson Tours

~ The following are the mnext
dates of Dobbs’ tour:
Sept. 17-18 Toledo

Sépt. 19 eh route :
Sept. 2021 Cleveland

The following are the next
‘dites of G. Carlson’s tous:

Sépt. 1620 Buffalo
Sept. 21 en route
Sept. 22 Morgantown, W. Va.

- TP R £pe

the Informer. Comrade Carlson

1,400 Subs Expmng,
Send Your Rénewals!

Thls_ i3 notice to 1,400 Militan
subscribers that they will havé
to renew their subseriptions by
mail or at Socialist Workers
Party headquarters, if they want
to follow The Militant through
this most Spifitéd election cani-
paigh.

200 subs expire this iofith and
1,200 will expitfe next ionth.

There is ample timeé to reénew|},

without missing any numbers.
Notices are stuffed in this issue,
but even if you don’t get one,
watch the expiration date that
appears on every address label,
bedide or under your naite, If
\the mailing machine has cut it
cff check a previous issue.

The most active sub - getters
will be busy electionéering from
now to Nov. 8, and will not be
able to call back on so many
stbseribers.

* % %

Give your sub-getter friends a

sub. Give them a hand by gettmg
friends to subscribe or renew.
* ok %

The election riews that only
The Militant publiskies becomes
more crucial every week. No
other paper earries such a chal-
lenge to the police-state théught-
control methods and war plans
of Wall Street’s Democratic-
Republican coalition government.
The Militant fights the cause of
all labor and pulls no punches
ecause its only allegiance is to
the working class. The Militant’s
fight did not begin with this
election campaign and will not
end Nov. 8.

* ok % ’

“Send me_ 50 copies of the
Labér Day issue,” writes a Min-
nesota railroad worker, enclosing
$2. “I'll make good use of them.”

* ok %

Philadelphia sent “B1 subs from
our three street meetings this
weéek. The meeings are working
out so well that we may try four

breather, by renewing your own

or five a week.”

meeting, placing ads in the lbeal .

(]
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Pare Three

outbluirst of revolutionar
thénts. Every time they d

TROTSKY

future with confidence.

In the past, America has known more than one stormy
or semi-revoliitionary mass move-
jéd dttt quickly, Bbcause Aimerida at
every time ehtered a neéw phiise of ecottomic upswing and also
because the movements themSel¥és were chitacterized by criss
empiricism and theorefical helplessness, These two coiiditions
belong to the past. .. American capitalism will enter an epoch
of monstrous imperialism, of an uninterrupted growth of armia-
ments, of intervetition in the affairs of the entire world, of
military coniflicts and cohvulfiohs. . . These radical changes
permit us to predict with cerfainty thateafh

relatively rapid, revolutionary transformation of the Amer-
ican proletariat will iio more be the former, easily extinguish-
ablé “bonfire,” but the beginning of a veritable révolutionary
cohflagration. In Anerica, Commuhisin can face its great

e inevitable and

LENIN

Lebn Trotsky, “Germany: The Key to the International
o e : Bituation,” 1931,

Rosa Sullivan of Pensacola,
Florida, writes: “We are very
glad to see a woman running for
vice-president. Hope and wish she
will be elécted. Bend me three
copies of your Party Platform,
as I want to give them to my
{riends. . .

“We do wish Dr. Carlson
success. We know she has the

Kutcher Case and Civil Ri‘gﬁtk

" Two events last week gave fresh emphasis
to the importance of the James Kutcher case
as a rallying peint in laBor’s defense against
the current assault on democratic rights dnd
civil fiberties.

The first was the announcéiment by G-
gressman Richard M. Nixon, Réepublicin of
California, that the House Un-American
Committee is considering legislation to cir-

_cumvént the Fifth Amendment to the Con-
stitution which provides that no person shall

Be compelled to be a withess against himself
in any criminal case,

Under protéction of this Anieéndment a
number of victims dragged before the Un-
Afiiérican Committee as “witresses” in its
“spy”’ inquiries, have refuséd to testify. The
Gommittee consequently regards the Fifth
Afiéiidment as a stumbling block in its
witch-hunt.

At present the Committee hopeés that the
Supreme -Court will rule out this protection
of the Fifth Amendment. In case the Com-
mittee is disappointed, however, it intends to
push for a law to get arourd the Fifth
Amendment.

Equally ominous is the passage of a reso-
lution at the convention of the American
Bar Association to expel any member who
refuses on grounds of the constitutional pro-
tection provided by the Fifth Amendment to
state whether he is or was a Communist.

These two incidents vividly point up the
growing danger of the witch-hunt. The Bill

4

of Rights is undér direct fire from many
sidés,

This mounting witch-hunt and “purge” is
liké cancér. If nothing is done about it in

“the early stages then it spreads insidiously
unfil it is béyond cure. The labor movement

must take prompt measures if it wishes to
ptéserve democracy in America and along
with it its own integrity and existence,
Fascisim and Nazism in Eurépe fed on pre-
cisely the samé kind of red-baiting that is
now sinking deep roots in the United States.

By standing up and defending his right
to Hold a ‘govérnment job no mattér what
his political views may be, James Kutcher
has set a stirring example of the Tighting
spirit needed to6 win in the struggle against
the witch-huntérs. His case can serve to
arouse the entire labor movement to action
and set in Motion a great Wave of mass pro-
test against the “loyalty” oaths, the purges,
and the whole drive against democratic rights
and civil liberties.

Already the CIO News has favorably re-
ported how the New Jersey CIO is backing
James Kutcher. This encouraging action is

. a step in the right diféction. Every supporter

of democratic rights must now do his utmost
to bring the James Kutcher case to the at-
tention of the widest possible audience. Let
James Kutcher become the symbol of labor’s
defense of demacratic rights and cmi liber-
ties in America today.

Peacetime Conscription

Another milestone on the road to World
War I11 was passed last week. when the ybuth

of Anferica were compelled to register in

Truman’s “peace-time” draft.
The Brass Hats rubbed their hands in
satisfaction over this fresh huthan levy which

Jthey have been demanding since the end

of World War Il. And the capitalist press,
through editorials and cartoons about “Uncle
Sam’s” gratitude to the youth for their
“willinghess” to “defend Amnterica™ and ° frght
for democracy,” likewise expressed its joy
over dragging these young men from their
homes, class rooms and jobs into the military
méchine.

They had reason to gloat. A short time ago
they promised that American paftxcrpatlon
in World War Il would bring “four free-
doms.” Now, within three years after that
frightful slaughter, they find it possible to
move full steam ahead in Prussianizifig the
youth of America.

A big share of the responsibility for the
shadow of militarism ow darkening America
lies with the top trade union bureaucracy.
These ! officials have taken a public stand
against conscription, thus responding to the
sentiments of the membership, who fear the
growth of militarism. But insofar as effective
action is concerned, this opposition of the
top officialdom has proved to be nothing but
empty phrases:

The struggle against capitalist militarism

The Election Laws

The current ¢élection campdign has drama-
tized the existence of scandalous eléctoral
laws throughout this country. Millions are
beginning to realize that so-called “free
eléctions” in the U. S. are but a catch phrase
to cover up the present near-monopoly of
the ballot by the two capitalist-dominated
parties. Under Republican and Democratic
rule, authoritarianism has struck deep roots
in America.

Two recent incidents illustrate this.

In Illinois the State Election Board ruled
Wallace’s Progréssive Party and the Norman
Thomas Socialist Party off the ballot on
patently false technical grounds.

In Truman’s home state of Missouri, the
Secretary of State struck the Socialist Party,
the Socialist Labor Party and the Christian

Nationalist Party off the ballot and told the’

press, “I am not certifying a ba]Iot for the
Progressive Party at this time.”

Thus the right of a political party in op-
position to the Republicans and Democrats
to a@ppear on the ballot has béen denied in
two more states. Likewise denied is the right
of the voters in these two important states
to support parties at the polls other than the
bi-partisan coalition, if they so choose.

In the Bourbon South the poll tax, in-

is a long and difficult one. In an epoch of
wars and revolutions, it medns challenging
capitalist control in the field of military
fraining as well as in all other fields. To
permit Big Business and its military repre-
sentatives to shape American youth as they

sée fit means to ac¢quiesce in the construction

of an ‘ati-labor military madchine, ‘one that
cah and will be used to intimidate and even
smash the trade uniéon movement.

PR, x

Let us not forget that in Germany, under
the deitiocratic Weimar regime, the military
reptesentatives of Big Business wete per-
mitfed to get away with full ¢ontrol over the
military training of German youth. The mili-
tary forces became a Hotbed of those anti-
labor tendencies which latér took the shape
of Nazism and éngulfed democracy in Ger-
many.

To avoid a fate similar to that of the

German labor miovement, the trade unions -

must oppose with all their edérgy the growth
of capitalist militarism in America. This doés
not miean rejécting military training in and
of itself. What it does mean is developing a
positive program in this field that will safe-
guard labor’s intérests and by that tuken the
historic interests of America.

The first points in that program should be

“End capitalist conscription! Place military
traifing under full control of the trade
unions!”

timidation and terror -restrict the vote to a
tiny ruling minority. When Walace toured
these states, open fascist=like methods were
used to break up his meetings and dény him
a hearing.

The bi-partisan coalition is more subtle in
the North. Here they tely on a thaze of legal
technicalities and red tape to Kéep new
parties off the ballot. These “qualifications,”
varying in detail from state to state but not
in arbifrariness, were deliberately concocted
by the Republicans and Democrats to main-
tain their moropoly of the ballot., When it
appears that opposition to the two-party
set-up has become powerful enough to meet
the unreasonable démands, then the Repub-
lican and Democratic legislators pass new
laws making the barriers still more difficult
and oherous.

In the face 6f the Démocratic and Repub-
lican boasts about “free elections” in Amer-
ica, the facts reveal an ominous trend toward
Hitler-style eléctions.

Clearing the anti-democratic election laws
off the statute books is one of the tasks
facing the trade unions in the struggle to
build labot’s own party, This job can and
should be started right now.

courage, and if she doesn’t suc-
ceed this titie, let her try again.
gHe is. paving the road for some
woftian, some time, to bdeome
Predident of the United States,
and if we do have more wonien in
high office, I 4m sure we will
Have fewer wars and more
| peate.” \

We're glid to see many woien
coitiing forward in this campaign
to help Gidée spread the message
of sbefalisii, which will mhke 4
world without whars and with
éndring péace,

‘Sah Francidco and Mihnesota
defied the holiddays, heat wave and
vdcatioh périod to sehd in size-
]able contributiohs last week.
San Franecisco’s Furd Director

" By William F. Warde, Ndtional Fund Director ¢

We want to begin this week with the report of a tribute—

1 together with a contribution—from one woman to another. Dr.
9:

SWP $25,000 Election Fund Drive
Passes Over the Half- Way Mark

MEA’I'

) _M_l_i.*K EGGS
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BUTTER fomatees |

brdnch is concentrating on the
task of dollecting signatyrés to
get their three loecal eandidates
o’ the ballot during the next
'three weeks.

We want to acknowledge a $10
contribution from that staunch

Socialist fighter,
Cincinnati.

Tacoma takes top honors by
being the first of all the brahches
to piass beyond its quota. We
rieed more members of the 100
Pereént Plus Club.

There was a decidéd drop in
the total last week, owing in
large part to the holidays. Con-
tributibns amouhted to $583.

From now on,
gHould determine

has to send in weekly in order to
fulfill its quota. The last half of
the $25,000 Fund sliould come in
fagter than the first. Roll in the
dollars and we’ll keep the Dobbs-
Carlson campaign rollmg from

coast to coast!

Send your contributions to ..-he
Dobbs-Carlson Fund, 116 Univer-

Anh Chédter conifents that the

sity Place, New York 3, N. Y.

H. Courts of

Food symbols on this chart
purchasing power. In a recent

tomatoes 183% over pre-war.

show what your money biought in 1939, in ¢omparison with current
meat prices were 26% higher than last year
and 200% over 1939; bread up 17% from 1947, 75% over 1939; milk up 90% over 1939 and

survey of major cities,

canned
(Federated Pictures)

every branch

how much it

WORKERS FORUM

A Crltlclsm

Edgtor:
Encloséd please find $1.00

SCOREBOARD FOR 325,000
SWP ELECTION FUND

temittance for the continuation
of my Militant subscription for
another year. 1 find the paper
extremely interesting, although T
should like to register a criticism.
In the Augtist 9 édition, in an
article by Art Sharon tinder the

g:::;l; Q;l;ta P;;d l;ezl;:ent title “Quill Open_s War On
Alletitown 50 50 100 Stalinist Faction in Transport
Rochester 30 50 100 Union,” two officfals of that
Mil#waukee 400 379 95 anion, Hogan and Santos are ex-
St. Louis 50 44 88 pesed as being Stalinists. Also a
Ph‘j}'ad'elp'hia 500 495 85 uniori attorney, Harry Sacher, is
Seattle 600 500 83 mentioneéd as 4 Stalinist. I don’t
Baltifnore 50 40 20 kriow whether theSe peopl'e riufe
West Virginia 100 70 70 recognized as autloritative
Minnesota 2,000 1,392 70 spokesmen for the CP. If they
Reading 150 95 60 are, T guess my critidism bécomes.
Cleveland 400 287 59 invalidated, but if they aren’t,
Newark 750 425 57 couldn’t this expose be considered
New York City 7,500 4,127 56 as fingering political opponents?
Flint 400 216 b4 If such is the case, I am pure that
Youngstown ' 800 385 48 it is due to an oversight, but
Los Angeles 2,500 1,115 45 nevertheless, a careful edliting of
San Francisco-Oakland 1,600 654 43 all articles of this nature, should
Pittsburgh 200 80 40 be made to prevent any recur-
Detroit 1,600 610 38 rence of this.

Chicago 2300 g% gg R H.
yston-Lynn o
ggig:go yn 200 57 28 S!ﬂl Francisco
San Diego 50 13 26 Ed. Nofe: Our desighation of
Biiffalo 1,000 237 23 Hogan, Santos and a nuiber of
Connécticut 250 17 - 8 other officials of the Transport
Akron 400 0 . 3 Workers Union as “Stalinists”
General 1,076 118 11 is a political désighatioch of the

policies that they openly aiid
Total $25,000 $12-752 51 avowedly practice, and not an ex-

4 i
£

latm Ameman

By J. Gomez s

el ALDLL e L i

The loosening of central fies
in the Stalinist machine high-
lighted in the break between
the Communist Party of Yugo-
glavia with the Cominform is
being duplicated to a lesser ex-
tent in the Stalinist parties of
Latin America, particulaly in
those which function legally.
Previdusly splits have taken
place ifi the Btalihist parties of
Colombia, Venezuela, Cuba, Peru
and Argentina. -
Two mbre seridiib sphts had
cccurtéd tecéntly in Mexico atid
Perw, In Mexico, the break from
tlie CP was directed by such ledd-
mg' elémétts 45 Cdrlos SancHez
Oavdenss and Alberto Lumbreras.
The split-off group calls itself
the “Coftithittée of Restoration”
atid publishes a paper called El
MadcHets, which is also the nuite
df the op orgat. Tn Pédy, the
Distiict Comtiittee of Lima broke
with the natibhal CP leddership.
Th ndiflier México tior Péra did
the splits fake ‘pluce around a
cledr-cut political program of
revolutionary anti-Stalinism, al-
thotigh there is Ho lick of aceusa-
tivhs ‘of “TrotskyiSin” on the phrt
of the Stalitiivts. The Téading ele-
iients ‘of thé oppodition bélohg

to fhe “THird Peritd” Hcliool of
Stalitlistt. AltHough their pro-
grain is highly donfiised, it dves
take its point of departlire from |
the clask struggle in contrdst to|
the present Stalinist policy of |
“Pepjle’s Frohtism” and “national |

¢ollabbration.

¢onvalsing the CP in Peru. In the
p¥evious one, Ravines, who was

to practice “national unity”
his own.
The conflict between the “Third

Period” Stalinists and the “Peo-

ple’s Fronfers” has been the driv-|

unity” — thdt is, of avowed class|

Thig is the second erisis that is|

the recognized leader of the Com- |
munist Party of Peru, developed |
the Stalinist program of “na-|
tlonal unity” to its ultimate con-|
clusion of ¢ollaborating with the |
éapitalists. After tHe hew Stalin-||
ist turn, he décided to léave the|
tanks of organized Stalinism and|]
on

struggles that are now taking

ing force behind all the splits and |

place in the Stalinist parties of
Colombia, Venezuela,
Cuba, Argentina, ete.

Although these struggles and
splits are thus lacking in pro-
grammatic clarity and objectives,
they are manifestations, to one
‘degfee or another, of the accu-
mulation of contradictory forces
inder the politidal roof of Stalin-
ism. The absétice of po]ltical
clarity cdn He Bekt #ndeérstood in'
the light of the following general
‘éontiderdtions: 1)
14bor ‘Hovéient of Latih Atheér-
ica, particularly so far as the
political partiés are concerned, is
very young, lacking in both tradi-
tion and experience.
volutionary anfi-capitalist forces
of Latih Ariierica, due to the lack
of ahy other stroiig revolufiohary
groups, had no othern course but
thidiigh the political
g¢hool of Stalihisi. Tn the major-
ity of Latih American countries
Third Intérnational,
particularly in the Stalinist era,
that first rdiSed the banner of
bilditig partiés of the |working
3) Conséquently, Stalin-
isin, with its zigzagging contra-
dictory positions, had the effect

Mexico,

to pass

it wik the

clagi

The ‘organizét

Notes

s Snidid gl sl o ‘
c¢f corrupting atid confusing the
youtig revolutionary anti-capital-
ist forces of Latin America. 4)
On the other hand the continental
%crces of the Fourth International
ave heretofore been organiza-
tionally and politically weak.
The political lesson to be drawn
from thede events is that the
Stalinist parties are convulsed
by 4 basic contradiction, that
prégent splits are only a manifes-
tatioh of thiz crisis and that
more splits are bound to oceur.
Inh Tight of the Yugoslav affair
‘and the numerotis splits in Latin
Armierica, it is clear that Stalin-
‘ism ig far from being a Hhoino-

2) The re-
the cbhtrary, fiill of heterogene-
‘giis atill ‘contradictory eleménts,
which given the opportuhity, vie-
léhtly clash with ore anpther.

It is therefote the duty and
ofportunity of the parties of the
Fourth International to Kelp in a
fraternal way the militant ele-
niénts of the Stalinist parties to
find their way to ahswer the
Jbetrayals of their leaders, and
toward the regrotipment of these
militants arcund the Marxist ban-
ner of the Fourth International.

16 pages

116 Unifersity Place,

A NEW PAMPHLET — JUST OUT!

A Letter to American Negroes
by William E. Bohannan

District in New Jersey in the November elections,

. : ; .

@ Born in Savannah, Georgia, William E.
Bohannan moved with his family to Newark,
N. J., when he was five years old.

@ Bohannan has played a prominent role
‘as a member or officer of both CIO and AFL
unions. He is a member of the executive board
of the Newark Branch of the NAACP and
was ohe of the organizers of the Newark
unit of the March on Washington movement.
@ He is now the Socialist Workers Party
candldate for Congressman from the 11th

10 cents
Order your copy now from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
New York 3, N. Y.

R

geheous political éntity. It is, on|

posure of their! pohtlcal affilia-
tions. We did not say or imply
that they were or were not mem-
bers of the Communist Party, or
any other organization.

P

Impressed With SWP
Election Campaign

Editor:

I have received my copy of the
special SWP Convention issue of
The Militant and, boy, I can say
that I have never before Seen the
like of it, with its bold déclara-
tion of program. For the first
time I now gee in print the transi-
tional démards as the basis of an
clection program aid ‘after our
experiencés of the Labor Party
back in Blighty it is a treat for
tired eyes.

My very best wishes for success
of campaign and I am even more
sager now to get back to Blighty
and get my feet planted squarely
in British section's struggle for
emancipation of workers.

‘L. F. W.
" With British Forces
in Egypt

NEWARK FORUM
The Truth About
James Kutcher
@ An answer to the
Newark Star-Ledger at-
tack on the legless vei-
eran fired from theV et-
erans Adminisiratien
for belonging to the So-
cialist Workers Party.

speaker:
GEORGE BREITMAN
SWP candidate
for U. S. Senate
chairman:
WM. E. BOHANNAN
SWP candidate
for Congress
FRIDAY, SEPT. 17
at 8:30 p. m.
423 Springfield Ave.
auspices: Socialist
Workers Party

Old Man of the Sea

Fditor: _
The Old Man of the Sea is one

of the miost highly entertaining =~

stories of the Arabian Nights. It
portrays the plight of Sinbad the
Sailor after he rescued an old
duffer from the sea—the result
being thaf Sinbad was burdened
night and ddy by the old barnacle
clinging around his neck. The
working people of the U.S. at
present carry on their toilwdrn
and overtaxed necks, an Old Man
of the Sea burden which they .
should shake off, It is the enor-
mous number of adult persons who .
do no usaful productive work of
any kind.

We should take a long sobering
look at the state of the nation.
We support a UN with its 2,500
buresau employes each drawing
more salary than any railtoad
engineer or coal miner and whose
Chief receives an income larger
than the U.8. President with more
enioluments, too. Yet the entire .
UN outfit has not been worth a .
nickel value to any taxpayer.

Preaching has become almost .
as highly profitable a business in
the U.S. as spy hunting and union
strike-busting.

But it won’t be long boys, 1t
won’t be long.

The Old Man of the Sea must
be miade a castaway!

M.B.
Central Islip, N.Y.

€10 News" Reports
On Kutcher Case
CI0 News for Sept. 6th
carriéd the photograph which
appeared in last week’s issue
of The Militant featuring
James Kutcher, Carl Hbldér-
tiah, President of the Ng J.
CI0 Council Rev. John Daniel
and George Novack of the |
CRDC. The CIO News’ caption |~
reads: “CIO Fights for Vet: ]
The New Jersey CIO joins in .
the fight to win the reinstate- '

ment of Joseph Kutcher, lég-
less ‘war veteran, fired froih |
lis job 4t the Newark, N. J,,°
Veterdns’ Administration of- |
fice bécause of his membership |
iii the Socialist Workers |.

Party.”
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ABRON—4 So. Howard St., 2rid f1. Mon,
throtigh ¥ri., 7 to 8 p. m,; Branch meet-
ing every Thurs 8 p.m.
BALTIMORE—1121 E. Baltimore Bt.,.
Phone Wolfs 17537, Daily % a.m. -9 p.m.,
0. Coover Sr.. M:[LI'!‘AN’I‘ and FOURTH
'E\'TE‘-RNATIONAL on sale.
BOSTON—Workers Educational Center,
30 Stuart St., open Mon. 5:30-9:00 p. m.,
Wed. 7-10 p. m.
BUFFALO—Militant Forum, 620 Main
S , 2nd fl. Phone MAdison 3960. Every
ernoon axcept Sun.

CHICAGO—7TT W. Adams (corner Hal-
sted), Phone DEArborn; 4767, Dally except
Sun., 11 a. m.-5 p rh, Libfary, book-
astore.

CLEVELAND—Militant Forum, Sun.,
8:30 p. m., Peck's Hall, 1446 B. 82nd 8t.
(off Wa‘de Park Ave.).

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. Phone
FLINT—Soclalist Workers Party Hall,
215 B, Nihth Street. Phone: 2-2408,
Open House Saturday evenings.
108 ANGELES—Militant Publ. Assn,
Eooﬁcm‘] 201, 124 W. 6th St. Phone VAndyKe
1

SAN PEDRO—Militant, 1008 8. Pacitic
Room 214.

WA’I‘TS—Ml]lta.nt. 1720 B. #7th Bt

LYNI\, (Mass. )—Militarit Pub'l Ass'n,
44 Centrel Ave., office open Tueés., Wed.
T:30:9:30 p. mu.

MILW. AUKFE—SWP State Campalgn

Fri., 7:80-9:30 p. m. Phone BRoadway
2-9645. )

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th Bt. Phore
Main 7781. Dally except Sun., 10 &. m.-
8 p. m., Library, boolkstore.

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn.)—Mlilitant Dis-
cussion Group every Fri. T:30 p.m. Mill-
tant Labor Club, 165 Main St. (next to
Strand Theatre).

Visit your local headquarters of the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

Dobbs-Carlson campaigh material, The Militant, Fourth Interna- |
tional, books and pamphlets on Socialism available.’

TY 7-6267. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p. m..

Headtuarters, 808 8. 5th St. Stin, through

NEW ‘HAVEN — Labor Schobl, 885
Grand Ave., Srd fl., Tues. 8-10:30 p, m.
NEWARE—423 Snrlnsﬂelﬂ Ave. Phona
Blgelow 3-2574. Reading moom. Opehi
daily, 12-4 and 7-10 p.m. ]
NEW YORK CITY (Ha. l—liﬁ TUnivers-
ity Pl. Phone GR. b5-81
12358'1‘ SiDE—251 . Houston &t
X ¥
HARLEM—103 W. 110 Bt., Rm. 28
Phone MO, 2-188(‘. Open  discusdlon.
Thurs.,, 8 p.
BRO'\"X—-—]&)M Prospect Ave., 18t f1,
Phone LU, 9-0101.
BROOKLYN—635 Fulton St. Phone
8T, 3-7433.
CHELSEA—130 W. 23rd’ 8t. Phone
CH. 2-D4d4, :
AND (Cal.)—Write P. O. Box
akland 4. :
PHILADELPHIA — 1808-05 W. Girard
Ave., 2nd fl., FPhone Stevenson 4-5820,
O:oep daily. Forum, Firl:, 8 p. m.
PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave. %nd fl.
Sunday evening discussions on “The
SWT' Election Prograin'’. Ev'ery weelk,
T7:30 P. M.
SAN DIEGO (Cal J—SWP, 432 ‘F»
St., Roomy 801.
ﬂ!SAﬁI 1’3}?1\70!‘%}30—339 Fiilihore Ave,,
1 one FI. 6-0410. Dally except
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m. .
SEATPLE—Maynard Bldg., 1st Ave.;’
South & Washington. Phone maln sn
Mon. through Bdt., 12-5 p. m.
méeting, Fri., 8 p. . Library, buokstﬁih
BT.
812, Militant Forums, Thurse., 7-80- 10
ST. PAUL—bB40 Cedar St. Phone
tield 1137. Open daily. Bookstore, ¥
TOLEDO — Weekly meetings &very
Friday night at 7:30, Kapps Hall, 413 .
Surr[l)mii oom 1, top fl. o
YOUNGSTOWN — 234 E. Feder !
Flione 3-1355. Wed., Frl, Sat., QAM&G

0
1351,

4 p. m.

LOUIS—1023 N. Grahd Bivd., mn. ’
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iSWP Presidential Tour

A Week in the Twin Cities

By Farrell Dobbs

. TWIN CITIES, Sept. 3—High point of my visit
here was the large turnout of packinghotse mili-
tants at the St. Paul meeting. I welcomed the
opportunity to pay tribute to
them for their heroic strike
struggle against the profiteer-
ing meat trust,

The CIO packinghouse work-
ers in Minnesota set the pace
for the whole union in the re-
cent nation-wide strike. They
stood their ground against
court injunctions, police clubs

and national guard bayonets.
They fought in the tradition of the famous
Minneapolis truck drivers’ strikes of 1934, which
smashed the union-busting Citizens’ Alliance and.
opened the road to unionization throughout the
state and region. '

" In their ranks were a number of veterans of the
1934 battles who are now employed in the packing
industry. !

When Philip Murray and other CIO leaders
failed to come to their aid, the packinghouse
workers were starved into returning to work with
only a small wage gain. But they went back with
their colors flying above firm ranks.

The packinghouse workers came to hear me
speak both as. the presidential candidate of the
Socialist Workers Party and as a leader in the

. 1934 Minneapolis truck drivers strike. We quickly
found a meeting of minds on the need for militant

union policy backed up by independent labor polit--

ical action.

My appearance at the SWP election rally in
Minneapolis was the occasion for a reunion of the
men who built General Drivers Local 544. After
the meeting, we sat up until 4 A. M. discussing
the problem of smashing the Tobin dictatorship
over the union. :

- Under Tobin’s present iron rule, the rights
of the membership are ruthlessly violated, work-
ing agreements with the employers are only &

\
®

poor imitation of a union contract and little is
done to enforce them,

I challenged Tobin’s henchmen to meet me in a
public debate on the question of democracy and
general policy in the Teamsters’ Union. They
didn’t dare accept the challenge. Because the only
“arguments” they have are blackjacks and shady
deals with the employers to fire workers who op-
pose them.

Rank and file resentment against Tobin and
‘his goons is widespread. At present the militants
are biding their time, preparing to seize the first
chance to deal Tobin a real blow. When that op-
portunity comes, history will again be made in
Minnesota. o

I also talked with a group of railroad workers.
They informed me that sentiment for independent
labor political action is gaining momentum in
the ranks of the rail unions.

There is much indignation among railroad work-
ers over A. F. Whitney’s endorsement of Strike-
breaker Truman,

We got in some licks in defense of James Kutch-
er, legless war veteran, fired by the callous bu-
reaucrats of the Veterans’ Administration because
he is a member of the Socialist Workers Party.
Both in the press and over the radio this outrage
has been made known to the people of Minnesota.

A former conscientious objector, whom we met
in the Sandstone penitentiary, attended two of
the public meetings. Then he joined the Party.
At the same time, the wife of a Local 544 militant
came into our ranks to stand shoulder to shoulder
with her hushand in the fight for socialism.

The Minnesota comrades are now squaring off
for the petition campaign to put the party ticket
{on the ballot. You may be sure there is going to
(be a first-class SWP campaign in these parts.

My report would not be complete without men-
tion of the efficient local preparations for my
visit. Every detail, from the preliminary press
releases to the organization of physical facilities
for the meetings, was handled in the Trotskyist
manner—it was done right.

Now and again, every speaker is startled by
some questioner in the audience. Last week in
Akron, I, was especially surprised by one of the

. questions. It was a mild enough
question. Immediately after the
@ chairman announced that the

er stood up and asked, “Could you
tell me what time it is?”

After ferreting out the time on
the watch I had borrowed for the
occasion, I told him that it was
9:45 p. m. Then he said, “I’ll
il have to get back to work. I just
N . took off a couple of hours with

this brother here. But I want to tell you that I'm

- going to join up. What I heard here tonight are

i

the things I've been thinking about for a long
~time. T don’t always get a chance to say them

that way, but I believe that you’re on the right.

path, and I want to add my weight.”
- That was certainly a very gratifying conclu-
.slon to what had been all around a lively meeting.

- From the Rubber Capifal

By Grace Carlson '

question period was open, a work- -

It was made doubly gratifying later when another
rubber unionist came up and expressed his desire
to join the Socialist Workers Party.

Yesterday I met these same workers at an old-
fashioned political picnic held by the Ohio State
%section of the Party. With the zeal of the new
comrades, one of these workers had brought out a
friend to meet our people and to learn about
the Socialist Worker’s Party’s program.

It was a good introduction to Trotskyism, be-
cause this was a real working class gathering.
Baseball rivalries engrossed the attention of a
large part of the group. It was Akron against the
rest of Ohio—9 to €! No one ever asks me my
advice about baseball, but I don’t mind saying
that what this game lacked in professional tech-
nique, was more than made up for by the vim,
vigor and vitality of the players.

Games and contests for the children, an auction
of a super-special smoked ham and a short speech
by the vice-presidential candidate rounded out
the day’s program. And a good time was had by
the candidate—and I think by all. 4

Polities as She Is Played

By Joseph Hansen

William O’Dwyer, ex-cop who climbed the slip-
pery rungs of the Tammany ladder to become
Mayor of the world’s largest city and win un-

_dying notoriety as the first stooge of the real
- estate interests willing to risk his political neck
on raising New York’s nickel subway fare to a
dime, is currently conducting a crusade against
“Communism and all else unpholy” that Repre-
sentative Vito Marcantonio of the 18th Congres-
sional District “stands for.” ;

O’Dwyer’s crusade against the unholy specter
of Marcantonio consists of firing every person
placed on the city payroll through the political
“influence” of the 18th District boss right-down
to $1,080 a year laborers.

Now, Marcantonio, who wears the button of the
American Labor Party and speaks with the voice
of Stalin, was not known to be on the outs in the

. smoke-filled back rooms where Tammany Hall

processes “influence” in New York. Didn’t the
Stalinists lielp grease O’Dwyer’s way into office
on the promise he would save the five-cent fare?

Marcantonio spilled the inside dope to the press
as follows: One day, it seems, he gets a buzz on
the phone from the Mayor and another political
footpad, Hugo E. Rogers, head of Tammany Hall.
How about kicking O. John Rogge off the ALP
ballot, they proposition him; and put on a de-
serving Tammany ward-heeler instead; namely.

Honest .John A, Mullen, who is hungry to be Sur-
rogate of New York County?

In return for favors rendered, they tell Mar-
cantonio, who is listening all the time on the other
end of the line, they will slip the knife on the
QT to another Tammany ward-heeler; namely,
Honest John P. Morrisey who is the unlucky
#gtiff” listed to run against Marcantonio himself.

Morrisey is just a “dumbhead” anyway, the Mayor,

tells Marcantonio, and if the ALP boss will play

along, why he and the Mayor and pal Hugo E.™

Rogers “can do plenty in this town.”
Naturally, Marcantonio, a very pious politician
when making a statement to the press, turns the
proposition down “flatly” at once “as courteously
“as I could.” First, he explains to the Mayor and
Hugo E. Rogers, who are waiting on the phone

for his answer, that he has already proved his
undying “friendship.” Didn’t he go out of his way
to lift Hugo E. Rogers up “off the political junk
pile” and make him Borough President? Hasn't
the Mayor “time and time again asked for my
aid and received it?”

But O’Dwyer is a true Tammany product with
a thirst for blood like a tiger. He drops the
“pribe” technique and tries to “intimidate me,”
Marcantonio explains to the press, insisting that
Honest John A. Mullen be lifted up off the politi-
cal junk pile too. )

This time, however, the ALP boss can’t see,
his way clear to “go along.” So he bangs up his
receiver and the Mayor and Hugo E. Rogers bang
up the receiver they have both been using.

Nothing might ever have come out about what
a rotten corrupt type the Mayor of the largest
city in the world is if it had been left up to Mar-
cantonio, because this Stalinist chieftain extended
the Mayor the courtesy of mot blabbing a word
about this proposition to a single soul except a few
bosom pals “to protect myself” just in case some
reliable witnesses might be needed.’

O'Dwyer didn’t appreciate that courtesy. In-
stead, he stabbed the ‘ALP boss in the back by
lopping his henehmen off the city payroll. That's
when Marcantonio’s political integrity wouldn’t
let him remain silent any longer and he decided
to let the people in on what a rotten type bum is at
the head of their fair city. He called in the press
and gave them a statement in black and white that
O’Dwyer is a “double-talking, double-dealing,
double-crossing hypocrite.”

Don’t get Marcantonio wrong though. He doesn’t
intend to start any crusades. He’s just serving
notice not to mess with his influence on the city
payroll. If you can talk business, he’s still avail-
able. For instance, on the very same day he called
the Mayor of the biggest city in the world a
“double-crossing hypocrite,” the 18th District boss
let everybody know his machine is going “all out”
in the 21st Congressional District for the elaction
of Tammany’s choice for Congress; namely, Hon-
est Paul O'Dwyer, the Mayor’s own brother.

Notes from the News

POLISH CRISIS—Apparently a crisis similar
to that of Yugoslavia is convulsing the Communist
Wiladyslaw Gomulka, Polish
Vice-Premier, previously built
up as one of the major Stalin-
ist “fuehrers,” has been dis-
missed from his post as the
Communist Party General Sec-
retary and has been publicly
7 castigated for “failure to un-
derstand the leading role of the Russian Party,”
for “nationalist tendencies” and for opposing the
Cominform’s denunciation of Tito. The difference
is that in Yugoslavia Tito has the upper hand,
whereas in Poland, the Kremlin agents isolated

. Gomulka.

\
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VATICAN HISTORY — Pope Pius XII told
German Catholics in a broadcast over the Vatican
radio on the occasion of the Catholic celebration
i Mainz that “your destroyed cities are speak-

ing symbols” of the “slogan of violent overthrow |

of every,social order, published 100 years ago.”
In other words Marx and Engels and the Com-
munist Manifesto are responsible for the devasta-
tion of Germany. The Pontiff did not mention
the extent of responsibility of Hitler, the Ger-
man trusts or imperialism.

¥ % %

“YELLOW DOG” AFFIDAVITS — The NLRB
reports that 81,953 officers of national and local
unions have signed the Taft-Hartley affidavits.
30 out of 41 CIO unions, and 89 out of 102 AFL
unions have complied. 45 Independent unions have
likewise signed up.

* ¥ %

NLRB UNION BUSTING — The latest out-
rageous ruling of the Taft-Hartley NLRB is that.
workers striking for economie reasons are mnot
eligible to vote in an NLRB election held during
the walkout, if scabs have replaced them.

YOLUME XII

County CIO,

This action came after a two-
and-a-half day battle which
saw the power machine of Reu-
ther and Emil Mazey stalled in
its tracks. The attempts of the
Reutherites to stampede the con-
vention failed.

The issue which shaped the
battle and dominated this con-
vention is one of the most vital
confronting the labor movement
—the question of democracy
within the unions. The constitu-
tion of the Wayne County CIO
Council provides for representa-
tion and yvoting strength to loecal
uniords in accordance with the
per capita they had paid over the
previous - 12-month period. The
constitution further states that
local unions' affiliated with the
Council for less than three-months
be entitled to one delegate with
one vote, providing they had paid
cne month per capita-at least 30
days previous to the convening
date of the convention.

CONSTITUTIONAL CLAUSE

These sections 'of the constitu-
tion assumed importance in the
convention fight because auto
‘union West Side Local 174, a
Reuther stronghold, stopped pay-
ing per capita to the Council a
year ago, when the local was
unsuccessful in electing its slate
of officers. A number of smaller
Reuther-dominated locals like-
wise pulled out of the Council at
that time. -Over 95% of the CIO
locals in the area, however, re-
mained affiliated ;and continued
to pay per capita to the Council.
Local 174 had once before with-
drawn from the Council when it
was unable to elect its slate of
officers. In an effort to maintain
the unity of the Council at that
time,. Local 174 and a number of
other Jocals had then heen per-
mitted to reaffiliate with the
Council with full voting strength,
without payment of bhack per
capifa, However, at last year’s
convention, with the adoption of
the constitution of ‘the Council,
the delegates served notice that
they would no longer tolerate this
hitchhiking policy of Local 174.

Following the Reuther victory
at the auto union convention last
November, the Reuther-Murray
forces served an ultimatum on
the Wayne CIO Council that it
take positive action in support of
the Marshall Plan and in con-
demnation of Henry Wallace. This
the Council delegates refused to
do by an overwhelming vote, and
declared the ultimatum an in-

‘issued by
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DETROIT, Sept. 5—The most turbulent convention the Michigan labor movement has

seen since 1937 reached a climax on Saturday afternoon when Adolph Germer, representative

of the national CIO, acting on authority of Philip Murray, dictatorially took over the Wayne
&
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Auto Union Militants Wage Strong Fight
For Democracy at Detroit CI0 Convention
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rights of the Counecil and its
members, However, at no time
did- the' Council take formal ac-
tion in direct violation of this
ultimatum: Tt has not endorsed
Wallace or repudiated the Mar-
shall Plan.

After a series of further skir-
mishes, a “peace” ultimatum was
Allan Haywood and
Philip Murray, ordering the
Council to call a convention and
to include the non-affiliated locals
with full voting strength upon
the payment by these locals of
one month’s per capita to the
Council and three months per
capita to the national CIO.

Facing the alternative of con-
vening a convention on this basis
or having an administrator as-
gume control, the Council officers
reluctantly and under protest con-
vened the convention, “which be-
gan last Thursday night.

BATTLE JOINED

From the moment the conven-
tion was called to order by Presi-
dent Tracy Doll the battle was
joined. An attempt by the Reso-
lutions Committee to gain ap-
proval for a resolution in sup-
port of the DeSoto Local 227
workers, who had beeii forced to
strike because of the firing of
workers for leaving their jobs
during the record-breaking heat,
was interrupted by Horace Shef-
field of the Produection Foundry
Unit of Local 600, whose ereden-
tials had been challenged on the
grounds of fraud in his unit elec-
tions. Sheffield, in an hysterical
speech, charged that the resolu-
tion was an attempt to stall the
convention and demanded an im-
mediate report of the Credentials
Committee. This action of Shef-
field touched off a near riot by
the Reuther supporters, so that
the convention was unable to pro-
ceed for 30 minutes. When par-
tial order was restored, the reso-
lution was adopted with a num-
ber of Reuther delegates voting
in opposition. As soon as this
piece of business was off the
floor, organized disruption broke
out anew. The turmoil was so bad
that Chairman Doll was finally
compelled to adjourn the session
until the following morning.

When the convention recon-
vened, only delegates whose cre-
dentials had not been challenged
were permitied on the floor. The
Sergeant-at-Arms staff had been
tripled in an attempt to maintain
order.

The first test of strength came

fringement on the democratic

on the report of the Rules Com-

LONG ISLAND, New York
~—After a 20-week strike against
the company, Local 1217 of the
CIO United Electrical and Ma-
chine workers of America called
off the strike last week, when a
majovity of the members voted
to end the hopeless struggle. It
was a complete vietory for the
Fairchild Camera and Instrument
Corporation, due largely to the
aid of brutal picket-slugging
cops, and the lack of effective aid
to the local from the Stalinist-
dominated District and Interna-
tional .leadership.

The 400 production workers at
Fairchild went on strike in April
in protest against the company’s
union - breaking contract which
they were asked to accept. The
main issue was one of wunion
seniority. The question of signing
Taft-Hartley affidavits was not
brought up until the Tth week of
the strike. :

From the first days of the
strike, the Stalinist International
leaders showed they were not
concerned whether the workers
won their battle or mnot. Only
half-way through the long and
bitter fight did the International
leaders succumhb to' the pressure
of the other locals and give slight
financial aid to the strikers. On
the other hand, the workers from
other locals, chiefly Sperry, gave
vigorous aid on the picket line
and contributed financially to the
ecourageous Fairchild strikers.

The greatest scandal of the
long struggle was the treatment
accorded the pickets by the cops.
They clubbed and arrested
pickets. In the last weeks, mount-

FAIRCHILD STRIKE LOST
AFTER 5-MONTH BATTLE

down pickets. Fifteen pickets
were arrested and sent to jail.
Most of them are still awaiting
trial, while out on bail. The scabs
were gathered al the police pre-
cinet - station and herded into
buses there. At the plant gates,
the bus driver would give a signal,
and the plant police opened a
lane for the scabs to go through,
protected from the striking work-
ers by solid lines of armed police.
This was repeated morning after
morning,

~ After the strike was lost came
the most humiliating scene of all.
The workers were herded into the
plant yard, lined up against the
plant walls, and the foreman of
the plant came out and, under
protection of plant policemen,
pointed out one by one the work-
ers he would consent to take back
to work. Only about T0 were
mockingly informed they would
be notified when wanted.

Local 1217 is no longer in ex-
istence. The Fairchild workers
will now be represented by a
company-recognized “Independent
Radio and Machine Workers,” a
union formed by 100 scabs who
worked while the strike was in
progress, The only other plant in
Local 1217, employing less than
200 workers, was notified by the
company a few weeks ago that it
would no longer recognize the
1217 representatives as bargain-
ing agents. d

Because of the non-Stalinist
leadership of Loeal 1217, the
Stalinist District and Interna-
tional union leadérs stood by and
let the courageous workers battle
practically unaided and thus con-

ed policemen deliberately ran

demned the strike to failure.

mittee., This Committee had una-
nimously agreed on a set of rgles
patterned after those used at the
Reuther-dominated Michigan CIO
Convention several months -ago.
At the last moment, without the
knowledge «f the other members
of the Rules Committee, two
Reutherites on the Committee an-
nounced they had a minority re-
port to present fo the convention.

disruption, demanding that the
minority of the Committee make
their report to the convention,
without even acquainting the
majority of the Committee with
the points in dispute. With bed-
lam on the convention floor, the

the proposed changes of the min-
ority.. No -agreement could be
reached on the disputed point
and. two reports were then pre-
sented® to the convention. The
majority proposal, in accordance
with past practice at CIO con-
ventions, called for an expression
of 40% of the convention to secure
a roll call vote. The minority pro-
posed that 209% be sufficient to
obtain a roll call. The Reutherite
proposal carried by a n:largin of
172 to 165. *

The :convention then adopted a
number of resolutions. Among
these was a resolution condemn-
ing the use of injunctions and
troops to break strikes, which
named President Truman by
name; a resolution on diserimina-
tion against minorities; and a
resolution condemning the House
Un-Americans Activities Commit-
tee. In discussing this Resolution,
Committee Chairman Paul Sil-
vers answered delegates who ex-
pressed approval of actions of
this weactipnary Congressional
Committee against the Stalini§ts
with the statement: “In my opin-
ion the Communist Party should
be tried in a Court of Labor for
the crimes it has committed
against the labor movement. We
cannot, however, go along with
the un-democratic, witch-hunt,
smear campaign of this reaction-
ary Committee which is aimed
against the whole labor move-
ment.” Later a resolution con-
demning the raiding of legitimate
unions—of which the Reuther
leadership has been particularly
guilty—was passed' over some
opposition.

CREDENTIALS REPORT

On Saturday morning, the Cre-
dentials Committee presented
their final report on the disputed
delegates. The Committee unani-
mously recommended that dele-
gates be seated in accordance
with the Wayne County CIO Con-
stitution, and that -those locals
which had not paid their per
capita through the ygar, be seated
with the delegate and one vote.
A roll call vote was demanded,
which began about 2 p.m. and
was completed shortly before 4
p.m. The tellers, representing
both points of view, then retired
from the convention to tally the
vote. The. voting strength of the
individual delegates varied from
local to local and in many cases
included fractional votes, From
the approximate talleys taken
during the roll call vote it was
apparent that the vote was close
and only the final report of the
tellers could dispose of the issue.

The convention resumed at 4:30
p.m. At 5:30 p.m., the time sched-
uled for final adjournment in the
rules, the tellers had not yet re-
turned with the results of the
vote. Vice-President Smith, who
was in the chair at this time,
thereupon adjourned the conven-
tion -to reconvene Sunday morn-
ing at 10 a.m.

At this point, apparently fear-
ful that the roll call vote had
upheld the Credentials Commit-
tee, Adolph Germer announced he
had assumed authority over the
convention and would act as an
administrator for the national
CIO. Thus, after disrupting and
&ialling the convention for two
and a half days, the Reuther
forces used the inability of the
convention to complete its busi-
uess on schedule as an excuse for
Germer taking over as adminis-
trator. Germer’s assumption of
authority even violated his man-
date from Philip Murray. The
instructions in the final Murray
dictum to the convention were
that Germer would assume admi-
nistrative authority if the con-
vention refused to seat the dele-

gates from the disputed locals

The Reutherites renewed their|{

Rules Committee met and heard | §

tary-Treasurer Emil Mazey

and CIO-PAC chairman Jack Kroll.

CIO Leaders Back Strikebreaker

L yam
President Truman, who holds a record for breaking strikes
and issuing anti-union injunctions, gets a double handshake from
CIO President Philip Murray (r.) and Secretary-Treasurer James
~ B. Carey (l.) following endorsement of the Democratic ticket by
2 35-12 vote of the CIO execufive board. In background are Secre<

(1) of the United Auto Workers

(Federated Pictures)

with full voting strength. Ironi-
cally, the roll call vote showed
that the delegates had rejected
the Credentials Committee report
by a vote of 1,403 to 1,108

LICTATOR GERMER

Germer thus took over the con-
vention as administrator just as
the convention, by roll call vote,
indicated by a narrow margin its
willingness to accede to the Mur-
ray decree! X

Germer ordered a continuation
of the convention on Sunday
morning at the UAW Local 174
Hall with himself as chairman.

On Sunday morning two con-
ventions met. At the Germer con-
vention, hand-picked committees
were immediately chosen to
quickly Tun through the balance
of business. This convention had
approximately 300 in attendance,
including not only the Reuther
forces, but also a number of op-
positionists. The latter, despite
the bureauecratic action, were re-
luctant to break with the body,
which rightly or wrongly, had
the titLe of the official CIO,

At Local 157 Hall, the bulk of
the opposition forces met on
schedule with Doll, Council presi-
dent, in the chair.

After hearing a report of the
results of the roll call, the group
turned their attention to the pro-
blem of what to do in the face
of the decree of the administra-
tor. The Stalinists pushed hard
for a continuation of the conven-
tion right to the establishment of
a dual body. Their proposal met
with the solid opposition of the
leaders of the anti-Reuther forces
in the auto union. Beginning with
Claude Bland, president of Hud-
son Ibeal 154, speaker after
speaker took the floor to con-
demn the action of Germer but
.at the same time stressing the
need of continuing the fight for
democracy within the CIO.

CUNNINGHAM MOTION
Finally, delegate Tom Cun-
ningham of Chrysler Local 7, con-
sidered for a long time to be a
close co-worker with the Stalinist,
took the floor to move that in
view of the, results of the roll

nistrator, the meeting recess and
the delegates move in a body to
the Germer convention at Local
174 Hall. Lloyd’ Jones, president
of Murray Local 2, Ned Coleman,
president of Amalgamated Loeal
205; Richard T. Leonard, presi-
dent of DeSoto Local 227 and
chairman of the newly formed
Committee for a Militant and
Democratic UAW, spoke in sup-
port of this position.

For purposes of the vote the
question was divided and the
aquestion of going in a bloc to the
Germer convention was put se-
parately. This proposal was ruled
lost on a hand vote. The motion to
adjourn the convention was then
carried with the understanding
that the question of attending
the Germer convention was up to
the individual delegations them-
selves.

The bulk of the auto delegates
then proceeded to the Germer
convention. As they entered the
kall with Richard T. Leonard in
the lead, they received a standing
ovation from the assembled dele-
gates. Nominations for officers
was taking place as the new
group entered the hall. The name
of Ernest Mazey, Executive

call and the action of the admi-|

Hoard member of Briggs Local
212 UAW-CIO, and one of the
leaders of the opposition to the
bureaucratic decree of the nation-
al CIO, was placed in nomination
for the Council Presidency, Addi-
tional oppositionists were nomin-
ated for the other major posts.

When the time arrived for ac-
ceptance or declination, Mazey
took the mike and made a state-
ment on behalf of the group
which had carried the fight for
democracy and which was pledged
to continue the fight within the
CIO. After reviewing the devel-
opments of the previous days and
the anti-democratic %rend in the
CIO, Mazey, declared:

INSIDE CIO

“There are those who are ready
to. turn their backs on the CIO
in protest to the terribly unde- -
mocratic actions we have wit-
nessed in recent days. For my
part, and for all those associated
with me in this fight of the past
few days who now sit in this con-
vention, we say openly and clear-
ly so all can hear: We do not in-
tend to turn our backs on the
fight to restore democracy in the
CIO. We intend to remain within
the CIO to continue the fight for
a restoration of democracy, to-
gether with our fellow CIO mem-
bers. )

“However, in view of the action
of yesterday evening ‘and this
morning, in violation of the trad-
itional democracy of the CIO, I
must say I have no alternative
but to decline this nomination in
this undemocratic convention.”

Mazey's remarks were greeted
with an enthusiastic*burst of ap-
plause and considerably upset
Adolph Germer, who was on the
platform at the time. He quickly
took the mike in an attempt to
pacify the.delegates and to soften
the effects of Mazey's declina-
tion speech.

Tom Cunningham, nominee for
Secretary-Treasurer, took the
floor to decline and associate him-
self with Mazey’s remarks. Paul
Silver, - nominated for Executive
Vice-President, declined with the
comment, “I refuse to be a cand-
idate in this drama.” Germer had
referred to the battle for dem-
ocracy at the convention as a
“drama.”

IMPORTANT GAINS

Although the immediate battle
has been lost, important gaing in
the long-term fight for the re-
storation of militancy and dem-
ocracy in the UAW and CIOQ have
been registered.

The “decisive defeat of the
Stalinist attempt to set up a dual
Council after the administrator
took over in order to serve their
own narrow, limited interests and
the sharp break made with them
on this issue by a number of
ieading figures of the UAW who
had previously cooperated with
them, must be recorded as an im-
portant gain.

Finally, the role atl the conven-
tion of the recently formed Com-
mittee for a Militant and Dem-
ecratic UAW has won friends
and supporters and set the stage
for additional gains in the period
ahead.

Subscribe to

THE MILITANT




	v12n37-p1-sep-13-1948-mil
	v12n37-p2-sep-13-1948-mil
	v12n37-p3-sep-13-1948-mil
	v12n37-p4-sep-13-1948-mil

