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SWP Campaign
~ And lts Great
~ Significance

By George Clarke

The number of votes for Farrell Dobbs and Grace Carlson will
not be known for many days and perhaps weeks. The capitalist €lec-
toral machinery is deliberately designed not only to keep working
class parties off the ballot but to withhold their votes from public
view until interest in the elections has subsided.

Yet it is possible now, before the votes are tallied and made
public, to assess the significance and the achievements of the first
Trotskyist presidential campaign in the United States. Precisely

 because this was our first national campaign these achievements will

) - not be truthfully reflected in the votes received by Dobbs and Carl-

son. The Socialist Workers Party entered the campaign unknown to

_the great working public which is accustomed to voting not only

for well-established parties but even. along traditional lines from
generation to generation. .

Arena of National Politics

Qur first and primary objective, therefore, in this campaign

was to smash our way out of the obscurity of a narrow circle of

" radical workers into the wide arena of ‘national politics. In this aim

we succeeded beyond our fondest hopes and expectations. Millions

- of people heard about the Socialist Workers Party and the program/

" of L'rotskyism for the first time — more people than in all the past
twenty years of our movement combined, '

The miracle of this achievement was coldly presented each week
in the  Militant scoreboard listing contributions to our campaign.
These figures represented stint and sacrifice by members and sup-
porters of the Socialist Workers Party, but their total was puny by
comparison with the vast funds at the disposal of Republican, Demo-
cratic and Progressive Party, not even excluding the Socialist Party
and the Socialist Labor Party. '

We can thank Lenin for providing us with the secret weapon.
which forced open the doors of the press and radio monopoly when
we were too poor to buy our way in. In the early days of the Rus-

. sian Revolution, Lenin was asked by a capitalist politician what he
would use for an army if Russia were invaded by the imperialists.
He replied: “We shall use your army.” . _ .

We used the press and the radio of our capitalist enemies to
write and broadcast our message of anti-capitalism. And let no
one think that even an inch of this newspaper space or a minute of
radio time was placed at our.disposal as an observance of the tradi-

* tions of democracy or the spirit of fair play. In almost every. in-
‘stance, we were obliged to struggle with the radio monopolies to con-
form to the law which was written.to prevent discrimination by one
capitalist party against another but not to give fair treatment to

\ - minority parties. We had to exploit every pretense of impartiality
by the capitalist newspapers to gain publicity.

~ Achievement of Rank and File

And in the final analysis, these victories were not the work
of professional publicity experts or radio specialists — of whom
we had none — but the achievement of the rank and file of the
party. We could not have approached the/organs of public opinion
if the Trotskyist workers had not won us political legitimacy by
months of tedious labor in gathering petitions to put Dobbs and
Carlson on the ballot. _

/ f Through this campaign, the Socialist Workers Party has won
recoghition not merely as another party, but as the extreme left
wing of American politics. This was no simple task in a time
when confusion and lies blanketed the land like a heavy fog. The
Norman Thomas Socialist Party and the stagnant Socialist Labor

| Party were represented as advocates of a socialist society. Wallace
1 and the Stalinists were constantly designated as “the left wing.”
But in the course of the campaign it became clear to ever larger
numbers that socialism could not be championed by a respectable
middle class liberal who is cheek by jowl with the war policies of
Wall Street, nor by unreconstructed sectarians who oppose the trade
. unions and scorn the class struggle. So too it became increasingly
, clear that the “left wing” must be more than a New Deal party
' which seeks to reform capitalism in alliance with those who serve
_.the reactionary interests of the Kremlin rulers,
- Qur main programmatic aim was to hammer hone the need for
a Workers and Farmers Government as the principal answer to war,
poverty, depression and reaction. We did not speak vaguely of the
advantages of socialism over capitalism but of the instruments and
methods wherebyithe working class could join battle with its op-
! pressors and achieve a world of peace, freedom and plenty. )
Our candidates were the living symbol that our party alome
was jn earnest in the struggle agamst war. Not by theory and ar-
gument alone did we refute the anti-war pretensions of Henry Wal-
" Jace and Norman Thomas but by the record and by contrast. We
shoyed Wallace as the drummer-boy of World War Il and the quitter
who promised to run out on the struggle when the new war started.
We showed Thomas as the betrayer in World War 1I of the tradi-
tions of Eugene V. Debs and the supporter of bipartisan war- policies
now. y
And we showed by contrast how Dobbs and Carlson had kept
their word even at the cost of personal liberty. We proudly pro-
claimed that our candidates had been imprisoned for socialist inter-
nationalist opposition to capitalist war because above all where peace
is concetned words are cheap and plentiful — it is deeds that count.
The Trotskyist campaign was an open challenge to the gpread-
ing reaction, to the witchhunters' and the redbaiters. We defied the
inquisitorial blacklist of Attorney-General ‘Clark and challenged him
and Truman to bring their charges into the open where the public
-could see and judge. In the process, our presidential campaign be-
came the ioca;l point of the struggle for civil rights. Many who
were supporting the witchhunters for office, joined with us in the
struggle against withhunting. : '
The 1948 Presidential campaign marks the third and biggest
performance of the Trotskyists on the national political scene. In
1934, Trotskyists leading the Minneapolis truckdrivers blazed the
trail for the triumph of the CIO in the mass production industries.

i F

In 1941 Trotskyists preserved the banner of socialist internationalism |

on the eve of the war in a courtroom in Minneapolis. In 1948 mil-
lions of American workers saw the Trotskyists as the spokesmen for

working class independence, for uncompromising struggle and for

revolutionary socialism.
4

Truth Is Making Iis Way

The truth is making its way. hJahor leaders,. bitterly opposing
our program, recognize us as the revolutionary left wing 'of the
-working class movement. Thomas gocialists and renegades no longer
challenge our claims but fight against our Marxist princples and

" Bolshevik intransigeance from the ideological ramparts of the

capitalist enemy. Stalinist workers, tired of corruption, lies and

‘betrayal, are beginning to see in us the inheritors and modern
representatives of Lenin’s Communism. 147

' -The star of Trotskyism rose higher 'than ever in the 1948

campaign. It was a promise that in the months and years of strug-

gle for labor emancipation ahead of us, Trotskyism will become the

. . brightest star in the firmament of the working class movement.
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Labor Mus
Truman to Fulfill

st Fight to Comp
romises

Presidential can_didate is address

ing the, audience.

.~ The final election rally in New York City held at the Hotel Diplomat. Farr:all Dobbs, SWP

leader has voiced the identity
of class interests between the
American workers and those of
‘another land.

To be sure, we have not lacked
appeals for a fraudulent “in-
ternational solidarity” — that is,
for “unity” in the service of the
imperialists and exploiters. The
CIO and AFL leaders are work-
ing overtime for a “united front”
of labor organizations in western
Europe and America behind the
Marshall Plan to bolster capitalist
reactiony

With' one stroke, Lewis has cut
through the false “international
solidarity” of the pro-imperialist
union' leaders ‘and ' self-styled
“socialists” of the. Norman
Thomas and Leon Blum stripe.
He has forced them to reveal
their hostility to genuine interna-
tional labor solidarity — that is,
the unity of the workers of all
lands against capitalist exploita-
tion.

LEWIS LETTER

Lewis wrote AFL President
William Green on Oct. 27 asking
Green, as a supporter of Truman
and his foreign policies, “why do
vou not have him stop the shoot-
ing of French coal miners who
are hungry?” Lewis pointed out
that “Truman controls the money

Lewis Renews Demand

To Aid French Miners

John L. Lewis's appeal forssupport to the Strik_ing French miners has-sounded ‘a clarion
call for international labor ‘'solidarity. For the fitst time in years, a top-ranking American union

O]

i
which the tottering French gov-
crnment subsists.”

This challenge provoked a
chorus of vituperative replies
from Green, Leon Blum, leader of
the French Socialists, and the
capitalist press. They do not deny
that French coal 'miners are
hungry and that they are being
shot down by armed forces of a
government maintained by Amer-
ican money. ’

Indeed, Green -at first said he
had a “rather sympathetic atti-
tude” toward Lewis’s proposal.
But, under pressure, he quickly
changed ‘his tune. Then Green
said that Lewis’s proposal “might
well be made by a Communist”
and that the AFL could not sup-
port a strike seeking “to establish
a Communist dictatorship.”

Lewis gave a fitting reply that
“it was known to me . . . the
Truman ax men and your per-
sonal enemies in your own office
‘would force you to retract.”

To Leon. Blum, who complained
that the strike was “evilly in-
gpired” by the Communist Party
for “political purposes,” Lewis
jpromptly answered: “You should
place food in the shrunken
stomachs of the French miners

bags of the Marshall Plan, upon

rather than project American
bullets into their ill-nourished
bodies.”” \

0f Labor to Smash

At long last another interna-
tional union — the National
Maritime Union—has endorsed
the call of the AFL: Typo-
graphical Workers for a Congress
of Labor to organize 'a united
fight for the smashing of the
Taft-Hartley Law.

It will be recalled that the In-
ternational Typographical Union
at its Milwaukee convention on
Aug. 16 called upon “the Amer-
ican  Federation of - Labor,
Congress of Industrial Organiza-
rions, the Railroad Brotherhoods,
the United Mine Workers, In-
lernational Association of Ma-
chinists and other independent
unions to convene a National
Emergency Congress in Wash-
ington for the purpose of work-
ing out joint plans to combat
anti-union- injunctions and all
other attacks by the. present

campaign for the repeal of the
vicious Taft-Hartley law itself.”
The QOct. 29 Pilot, publication of

NMU Backs ITU Call for Congress

the’

NLRB, as well as the concerted

the CIO Maritime Union reports

Slave Labor Act

that its national office meeting of
Oct. 19 passed a motion to “sup-
port International Typographical
Union’s- call for Congress of
Labor, as long as it includes
hoods .7 and to refer the
matter favorably to the national
CI0.

The proposal for the Congress
of Labor. was brought to the
altention of the national office
by a resolution passed by the

Clara.
Unfortunately this decision is

plained in the Pilot, ,nor, ap-
parently, do the NMU officers
ntend to wage a campaign to
achieve 1its realization. Their
decision is merely recorded in the
minutes of their meeting without
any further comment.

It is thuys clear that militants
in the National Maritime Union
as throughout the labor move-
ment still have to do a lot of spade
work before their slow-moving
officials” will be induced to really

AFL, CIO and Railroad Brother- |

NMU membership of the SS Santa (]

not featured or editorially ex- |

The argument' that a strike is
“politically - inspired” ‘is taken
directly from the arsenal of the
capitalists. They attack all strikes
that threaten their profits and
privilege as “red,” “subversive,”
“communist” . and aimed at “over-
throwing the government.”
Would the French ecapitalists
treat the French miners any dif-
ferently if their strike were led
by non-Stalinist leaders? And
aren’t the French capitalists and
their “socialist” lackeys like
Blum also “politically inspired”
in their efforts to smash strikes?
Right here jn America we've
witnessed the National Guards
called out repeatedly — just six
months ago in the packinghouse
workers strike—against workers’
struggles for the most - elemen-
tary economic demands. We've
seen- repeated attempts to break
coal mine strikesr by Army
seizures. f )

“ Moreover, there is not a major
strike in America today that does
not, have profound political im-
plications — especially since
passage of the Taft-Hartley-Act.

At bottom in the French mine
strike are the terrible conditions
nf the miners. That is why 350,-
000 miners defy the government
and its armed forces, The Scripps-
Howard correspondent Writes on
Oct. 25 from France: ;

“The majority of the miners
are supporting the strike because
they are miserably paid. A French
miner gets the equivalent of $33
for a month’s work. They are
supporting the strike because
they have no confidence that their
inept government will do any-
thing to help them.” .

We by no means intend to give
the Stalinists a clean bill of

(Continued on page 2)

put the proposal into practice.

-JOHN L, LEWIS ~

(C]

nation and take political
power outright in the

name of the working class.
That fact has now been con-
clusively prgved by the national
electiond. The victory of Truman
and the Democratic recapture of
the House and Senate marked a
“personal triumph” of the Man
from Missouri only in the most

| limited, sense. What, was - abso-

lutely decisive in this election was,
the labor ‘vote.

labor vote commands political
rule. No party can prevail with-
cut it—as the disdainful Republi-
‘cans and the ill-conceived Walla-
ceite Party have learned to their
chagrin and regret.

It did not even-take an unpre-
cedented “outpouring of the work-
ing-class electoraté ta ensure the
defeat of Dewey and the Repub-
licans, who  campaigned ‘as the
open and avowed spokesmen of

The party that commands the;

Vote of Working Class
Is Decisive in Election

By Art Preis

Organized labor is the overwhelmingly dominant forbe in American: qd
litical life today. It represents an outright majority of the population. Its num
bers, if mobilized on a correct program and in its own party, could sweep the

PRICE: FIVE CENTS _

e

tion. Actually, tlhé" total vote re- |

gistered fell relatively far below
those of 1940 and 1944. At this
writing, it does not appear the
vote will even surpass the 1940
total of over 49,000,000, while in
terms of increased population it
should have\been over 56,000,000.

LABOR WEIGHT

But such is the weight of or-
ganized labor in the American
population that it could pick a
discredited mediocrity like Tru-
man, conceded by the union lead-
ers  themselves not to have a
chance  if they could not arouse
the labor vote, and put him back
in ‘the White House. And what, is
more, \they -delivered a stunning

 defeat to the Taft-Hartleyites in

Congress. Senator J. Howard Mc-
Grath, Democratic national chair-
man, spoke from the heart in the
very. first 'words of his victory
statement when he paid full tri-
bute tq organized labor for the

‘Democratic triumph.

Big Business and anti-labor reac-

following statement over the
10 P.M. in an interview with

Farrell Dobbs Pledges Continued
Struggle for Socialist America

Farrell Dobbs, SW_P"Presidenti'a] candidate, made the

On behalf of the Socialist Workers Party

CBS network on Nov. 2 at
Ned Calmar:

| being made “not only to secure

I want to serve notice that we will not
cooperate with the new administration which
will be the servant of Big Business just as
the old one was. After this election, as
before, the. Socialist Workers Party will -
continue in the same spirit of uncom-
promising struggle against the bipartisan
policy of war, high prices, Taft-Hartleyism,
race prejudice and witch-hunting. We have
made a great beginning in this campaign
towards our major objective: thd education
of the American workers to the need for
forming an Independent Labor Party and establishing a
Workers and Farmers Government. The Socialist Workers
Party will persevere in this aim in the months and years tfo
come until—we are confident—the overwhelming majority of
the working people will enter the struggle to bring these

| the Democratic ticket.

great goals to realization.

Roosevelt’s electoral succesges
were usually attributed to his'pe
sonal qualities, his ‘dynamis
charm, magnetism — the FD
“magic.” It was never entir
clear whether the trade u
bureaucracy was. mobilizing th
vote behind Roosevelt, or just
moving in behind his coattails
This ambiguity is now rem
Truman lacks all the magne
qualities of Roosevelt. He'is cc
crless in personality, mediocre
talents. His record as a stri
breaker, his bellicose war-monger
ing, his “loyalty” purge and w
hunt, Ris retreat before the mono-
polies when he liquidated alz
all price controls in 1946, put him
in widespread disfavor with the
workers. Their growing indiffe
ence to whether the Democrats o
Republicans ruled in ‘Washingt
was graphically expressed
1946.Congressional electi
their' failure to vote in -largé
ntimbers ensured Republican G
trol of the 80th Congress.
By the time of the Democratic
Party convention this year,
the pro-Democratic union leader:
were loudly agitating for a differs
ent candidate—anybody. at all bu
Truman. Only with much hesgitas
tion and reluctance did the bu
of the CIO and AFL leader
finally present Truman' to -the
members as the “lesser evil.”¥i
even with the Democratic Pai
torn on the left by Wallace:
on the right by the Dixiee
the organized labor moye
was able once more to put

LEFT SHIFT i

If the results of this" electi
testify to the predominant we
of organized labor, they likew
register a sharp leftward politic
shift of the American masses,
workers snd the lower midy
class did not vote with any en
thusiasm for' Truman and
Democrats. They voted aga
the bare-faced reactionary poli
cies of the Republican-controlle
80th Congress, and above all, the

(Continued on page 2) '

tional non-partisan citizens group.
Although this committee does not
subseribe to Mr. Kutcher’s poli-
tical views, it holds that he has
the right to have them and his
job just as he did when he lost
his legs with the infantry during
the war. F

NEW YORK, Nov. 5
James Kutcher, the legless
Purple Heart veteran who was
fired from his job as a Veterans
Administration clerk .in Newark
because of membership in the So-
cialist Workers Party, has re-
quested a hearing before the Loy-
alty Appeal Board in Washington
to reverse the decision in his
case. Kutcher was discharged on
Oct. 11 by the Veterans Adminis-
{ration Branch Loyalty Board in
Philadelphia.

M. J. Myer, Mr, Kutcher’s at-
torney, said that the appeal is

Among, the veteran, labor and
liberal organizations endorsing
the work of the Kutcher Civil
Rights Committee are the Am-
erican Veterans Committee, the
National CIO Committee to Abol-
'ish ‘Diserimination, the Baptist
Ministers Cenference of Newark
and Vicinity, the New Jersey
CIO Council, -and the A Newark
AFL Teachers Union. The New
York Star, the Brooklyn Eagle,
the Trenton Times, the Nation,
the New Leader, the CIO News
and other publications have voice
support for the campaign to help
Kutchet in his fight. §

Both the American Civil Liber-
ties Union and the Workers De-
fense Léague signified. their in-
tention of filing briefs on M.

justice for this victimized veteran
and to wipe out the stigma of
disloyalty from his record, but
also in view of the importance of
the case and the wide public in-
terest it has aroused.”

\ CRITICAL TEST

The Case of the Legless Vete-
ran has become nationally recog-
nized as a critical test of the re-

strictions on democratic rights in- : %
volved in the loyalty purge pro- Kuteher's behalf' when his case
| cedure. Mr. Kutcher’s defense® is|reaches the courts.

Lgeing handled by the' Kutcher| Many prominent public figures
JCivil  Rights Committee, ‘a na-|have recently joined the national

Prominent Liberals Rally
In Defense of Kutcher

‘john of Leland Stanford Unive

committee of the Kutcher Ci
Rights Committee, in respons
an appeal signed by Harold Ri
sell, Academy Award Winner f¢
his acting in the film “Best Y.
of Our Lives,” Bill Mauldin,
thor: of “Up Front” and"!
Home,” Carl Holderman, Presi-
dent, New Jersey CIO - Council
Merle Miller, former editor
Yank and now editor of Harp:
and George Novack, nationa
retary of the committee. A
them are: s

Dr. John Dewey; Profess:
Horace M. Kallen, of the '©
School for Social Research; |
fessor Selig Perlman of the
versity of Wisconsin;: Prof
Paul F. Brissenden of Col
University; Alexander, M

sity; Edmund Wilson;
Mumford; Norman Mailer; L
Adamic; Margaret Marshally
F. Stone; John Sloan;. Mar
Starr, educational director
the ILGWU-AFL; Rabbi Jo ;
E. Caplan, Congregation Be
El, Astoria, L.I.; Reverend Joht
Faul Jomes, ‘Max ;Schachtmai
‘Chairman’ of the Workers. Pa
and Professor Meyer Schapiro of
Columbia University: =
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By Joseph Hansen

hen' the Bolsheviks under
n--.and’ Trotsky led the
ssian wotkers to victory in
vember 7, 1917 revolution,
y ‘expected that their over-
Yow of capitalism would be
owed shortly by similar
utions in’ Western Burope.
~saw ‘themselves on the
reshold of world socialism.

sﬁiftly arise in Burope, they
hought. The economy of the con-
iflent, freed from the national
dligues of capitalists would be
ntegrated, conscious planning in
nomlc\.and social. relations' in-
duced, the new era of peace,

n for' mankind.

_:.!'aE‘m HOPES

- These . were the‘ir hopes. But
y undérsfood that the realiza-
on of these hopes might be de-
ferred. In that case they expected
‘that the Soviet Government they
'-lléd created ‘in. Russia would be
' ghed They predicted that un-
" their_ vietory was followed
3 ,Ji succession of victories, par-
ticularly a' working class victory
n an mdustnall‘y advanced coun-
1y, the beginnings of socialism
'Russm would succumb to
2 Contrary to
'ectatlons, the Workers State
slirvived in Russia, but has un-
aqi‘ ohe a process of profound de-
'géne‘ratlon in the course of which
it has destroyed the Communist
- ~Parties throughout the world as
: rolutionary instruments of the
- .proletariat.

‘How do things stand today, 31
ears  after the November 1917
olution? What are the pros-
gets for the vietory of social-
jsm?
i The most colossal fat that
tares us in the face.is the bank-| &
uptey. of capitalism as a world
tem. Capitalism was granted a
'prlew of almost a third of a
en ry. That period witnessed a
ecline in the standard of living
the masses unparalleled in his-
ory. It witnessed bloodshed and

Prospects o

_Omahst Governments' would

ce and freedom would

de‘struct‘ion on a scale to shake

the foundations of civilization.
Capitalism is far weaker today

than it was in 1917; it has.far

lusions in its future are incom-
parably more difficult to revive;
the capitalist class is eaten with
pessimism and fear; unrest and
readiness for action on the part
of the workers and their allies is
far more widespread. Viewed ob-
jectively; world capitalism ap-
pears so exhatsted and deerepit
that a single forceful blow in any
of the major countries could bring
it: down.

What is delaying that blow ?
The present leadersh)p of the
working class!

PERIODS OF PEACE o

In pericds of relative peade,
men of narrow and conservative
outlook tend to rise. With an
ability to achieve ‘minor conces-
sions, they combine hiﬂeﬁﬁﬁnd—'

“safe” views on the major social

end political questions facing the
working class. At best such
figures view the goal of socialism
as a laudable perspective but one
having no relation with the im-
mediate practical probiems of the
day. At worst they are outright
reactionary in their political
views. At all-times they are highly
susceptible to capitalist ideology
if not its avowed defenders and
purveyors. If they continue in
leadership in times of dynamic
and abrupt change, defeat and
disaster face the working class.
' Such leaders were the Social
Democrats. After  the ' Bolshevik
Revolution in Russia, the Social
Democrats had the opportunity of
leading the working class to vie-
tory throughout Western Europe.
They chose to maintain and
strengthen capitalism. On their
shoulders lies full guilt for the
pmlongation of capitalism with
all its evils in the years following
World War 1.

Today the Social Democrats
have ceded first place in this
perfidious role to the' Stalinists.
Stalinism, the spearnead of coun-
ter-revolution in the Soviet Union,
rose in deadly opposition to Bol-

less to offer the masses; the il-|

__ f Socialist
ictory 31 Years After
The Russian Revolution

shevism and everything it stood

for during the years of lull ahd
recession following the revolu-
tionary tide. :

In Europe and the Far East
the Stalinists have deliberately’
and cold-bloodedly led the work-
ing clas§ into defeat after defeat.
Riding the crest of the great re-
volutionary wave that swept such
countries as Italy and France at
the close of the Secorid World
War, they took key posts in capi-
talist governments in. order -to
strengthen and sdvé them.

Thus - capitalism Hhas again
gained .a breathing speil and re:
action still rides triumphant.

BRIGADE OF RENEGADES
Dissappointed by the delay .of
the Sdeialist revolition and the
presént organizational weakness
of the revolutionary movement

)hronghuut the world, the radicdl

intelléctuals’ relh‘forceﬂ by numeér-
ous rénegades’ from. Marsism,
have turned their backs on tle
Socialist movement and openly
placed themselves in the service
of imiperialism. They spread pes-
simism and disillusionment in the
working ¢lags movement and seéek
to convince the youth that the
struggle for the socialist Tuture
id not only utopian buf reésection-
ary as well.

The power moving: these intel-
lectuals is’ American imperialism.
The American- capitalist-class is
reaching the apogee of power
precisely as the world-wide sys-
tém of capitalism enters its death
agony, Anierican capitalism can-
not escape the over-all paralysm,
but the brilliance of its economic
and military might dazzles the
eyes of - the intellectuals and
blinds them so that they no longer
see reality clearly and as a whole.

THE ALIBIS X

To justify their stand, the rene-
gades feel compelled to find un-
expected virtues in capitalism, to
shut their eyes to its major evils
or at Jeast minimize them and to
dgiscover in the Marxist movement
some kind of reasonable cause for
their otherwise unaccountable re-
vulsion to its methods ‘and goal.

Founders of Soth Repubkc

A reproduction of a mural of the Russian Revolution by Diego Riviera; Lenin and Trotsky
are shown reviewing the troops of the Red Army. The original mural is:in the library of the New
York SWP headquarters, 116 University Place.

T"h'us. they convert Trotsky, Lenin
and Marx into amoral devils and
the ‘gdience of Marxism into a
“yeligion”’ that has o connection
with reality,

 Everything is reversed. These
“realists” who reject the science
of Marxism and place their faith
in “human’ values” end up with
loss of faith in humanity and’ its
‘capacity to progress. Priding
themselves’ on their théorefical
capacities they prove incapable:of
dlfferentlatmg' between Stalinism
and Ma¥gism, between the Kirem-
lin oligarchy and the economic
bdse of the Soviet Union, unable
to distinguish evén between réaé-
. tion and progress. Mounting
mpral_ platitudes, they ehd up in'
the samé camp as the war-mon-
gers and their allies, Franco, the
Vatican, Chiang Kal-shek the for-
mer Nazis, and every \foul puppet
Wall Street maintains abroad.

Scarcely anyone who pretends
to intellectual attainments ecan
toddy dispute the fact that society
must be reorganized on new ra-
tional, planned lines and that
publie: ownership and planned
economy can guarantee every in-
dividual full employment, a good
standard of living, economic se-
curity. How then can people who
pretend to intellectual gifts op-
pose Socialism and support the
monstrosity -of imperialism with

-| its économice erises, its bestialities,

its catastrophic wars?

But, we are told, Socialism
leads to a police régime. Look at
Russia, look at Stalin!

One . might just as well have
embraced feudalism and rejected
progressive capitalism in the 18th
century, because the French Re-
volution temporarily brought on

the Napolennic police regime!

Aside from that, cry the disil-
lusioned mtellectuals you're not
going to have another revolution
like 1917. Haven’t 31 years gone
by, with nothing but successive
defeats ? )

We cah readily agree that 31
vears of waiting for another vie-
tory is a long time. In the life
of an individual three decades
seems enormous. However, in con-

sidering historic events we must

use the proper time scaié. On the
grand scale of history, 31 years
compares ‘with about one-half
hour in the life df an individual.

Consider the difficult travail of
capitalism. In Germany pesasant
revolts began as early as 1461,
leading to a2 mighty uprising that
was crushed in 1525. Feudalism
appeared unassailable in Europe.
To recount the successive defeats
suffered by the rising capitalist
order would make a most impres-

sive list. The first major victory

was not scored until the time of
Cromwell in England when
Charles T was beheaded in 1649,

Then another 140 years had to
pass befere the French revolu-
tion broke out in 1789 and the
capitalist system won its decisive
victory on the continent of Eu-
rope.

If we compare the tempo of
events today, we are fully enti-
tled to the most optimistic con-
clusions. When, in all history, has
the world witnessed such restless-
ness and turmoil as now?

Consider only the events of the
past three years. Civil war, colo-
nial uprisings, vast movements
for national independence involv-
ng the majority of mankind have
shaken the entire region stretch-
ing from Algeria, across the Mid-
dle East to India, Burma, Malaya,

Indonesia, Indo-}mina, China and

(Korea. Nation-wide strikes have
-swept Italy and France again and

again, shaking the capitalist gov-
ernments to their foundations.

And have England and America
escaped the bo]:tlca] ferment? In
Britain we see a Labor Party in
power and in America the labor
movement has staged repeated
strikes of a scope never before
witnessed.

DYNAMIC DEVELOPMENTS

These dynamic developments,
arising from . the profoundest
epth of humanity, ¢an never be
turned back and wiped out by dy-
ing capitalism, no matter how
ferocious and savage its death
struggle turns out to be. The be-
trayals of inadequate leaders can
no longer hurl the masses, back
into long decades of apathy. Capi-
talism itself no longer permits
such drawn out periods. It forces
the peoples of the earth to re-
peated action and thereby accel-
erates the' process by which the
workers and their allies discard
the betrayers and find revolu-
tionary leaders capable of guid-
ing the struggle to victory.

Inevitably leaders will come to
tlie fore capable of adhering to a
correct Marxist program, resolute
enough to face all odds and ener-
getic enough to carry the strug-
gle through to a successful con-
clusion,

On the 31st anniversary of the
great Russian Revolution, what
has become clear is that the es-
sential program of Lenin, Trot-
sky and the Bolsheviks of 1917
is the program that humanity
must follow today if it is to save
itself from barbarism or oytright
destruction.

: _(Continued from page 1)

aft-Hartley Act. For this law
Was the one clear-cut issue that
distinguished the Truman plat-
form from the Dewey platform.
“The Republican Party’s brain-
‘usters and Big-Business spon-
ors took their successes in the
6 Cohgresswnal elections and
~wave of reaction generated
the 79th ahd 80th Congresses
4 definitive triumph and per-
ﬁlénent entrenchment of their
ower. Théy rushed to cash in
‘their' chips even before they had
the winning hand. Intoxicated by
-tlle fumes of temporary victories,
they. boldly and unguardedly dis-

nacting relief-for-thé-greedy tax
laws, and pigeon-holing all vital

__bllls to.health and education

cl.osed their full hand, by dealing|
Ill! fmal blows to' price control, |
C pttling the housing program,'

al leglslatmn from anti-Jim |

measures.

They mistook the loud applause
of their own press, the praise of
the NAM and the Chamber of
Commerce, the rabid anti-labor
gpeeches in Congress as the senti-
ment, or at least acquiescence, of
the people. But deep down among
the workers, the Negro people,
the veterans there was swelling.
a strong.tide of resentment and
hostility to the Republicans and
all their works. While the union
ieaders were in retreat, while the
Truman Administration was break
ing their strikes, the workers
could find no outlet for their op-
position to reaction,
PROGRESSIVE SENTIMENT

But this tide of progressive
sentiment burst through at the
first opening the masses saw—
the elections. And . because the
workers saw no other way to
combat and repudiate Taft-Hart-
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leyisin, they fell back on Truman
who eéxpressed at least verbally
some of the aspirations of the
workmg people. They consciously
and dellberately chose the “les-
ser evil.”

Truman, with a split party,
with no real backing from his
own professional lieutenants, in
the end could count on support
only from organized labor, And
it was to labor primarily that he
adapted his campaign strategy
and his promises. He pitched his
tune to the ear of the working
masses, going all out in social
demagogy, indeed, far beyond
anything Roosevelt expressed.
Truman figured it was all or no-
thing. And there he was right—
against all the dopesters, experts,
and political sooth-sayers.

-In the last stages of the cam-
paign, Truman put forward in
almost undiluted form the pro-
gram of the CIO and AFL. He
came out unambiguously for re-
peal of the Taft-Hartley Act. He
promised housing, price and rent
control, higher minimum wages,
health insurance, a broad program
of ¢ivil rights. Anything and

| eéverything that he thought the
| people wanted—and which had

somehow failed to ~materializé
after sixteen years of Democratic
rule. -

In some respeets Truman out-
did Wallace in demagogy, and the
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‘who whine about the

Wallaceites have good reason to
complain ~ that Truman “stole”
their domestic program, He even
snatched Wallace’s foreign policy
of "“man-to-man” dealings with
Stalin, with his proposal to send
Vinson- to Moscow fo negotiate
directly with the head of the
Kremlin.

WALLACE DEBACLE

It was these factors, in addi-
tion to the trade union leaders’
energetic mobilization .of their
membership behind Truman that
resulted in a first-class debacle
for Wallace and his Stalinist
backers.

Undoubtedly, the CIO and AFL

Lewis Again Asks
French Strike Aid

(Continued from page 1)
health, To be sure, the French
Stalinists are utilizing the coal
miners’ discontent to further
their own reactionary aims, and
in the interests of Kremlin for-
eign policy.

But that is not why Leon Blum
and Leon Jouhaux, pro-imperial-
ist head of the strikebreaking
split-off unions, call’ for the
smashing. of the French mine
strike. They are “politically-
inspired” by their masters, the
TFrench capitalists, whose chief
prop is the Marshall Plan.

BLUM’S TREACHERY

If Blum and Jouhaux were
really concerned about defending
the ‘interests of the miners
against Stalinist misleadership,
they would come forward as the
most militant defenders of the
miners. It is precisely because
the Blums and Jouxhauxs have
betrayed the French workers so
often, are so discredited, that the
Stalinists have been able to gain

| such influence.

Lewis—to his great credit in
this case—has cut through all
this reaétionary fog and pro-
capitalist alibies and has pro-
claimed the principle of interna-
tional lahor solidarity on behalf
of French workers—regardless of
their leaders—against the French
exploiters. To the complaints of
the imperialists and their flunkeys
“political
purpose” of the French mine
strike, Lewis has given the crush-
ing answer: “Place food in the
shrunken stomachs of the French

miners!”

T

leaders will. regard the victory
that they gained for Truman and
the Democfats as the vindication
cf their policy of working for the
“lesser evil” within the two-party
capitalist  political monopoly.
Frior to the c]r—lction, the more
astute trade union bureaucrats,
inside both the CIO and AFL,
were impelled to use the promise
of a third party and even a “labor
party” by 1952 as bait to lure the
masses into support of Truman.
This third-party talk may cease
for a while.

VAST GULF

It is likely that Truman will
ray off the support of the unions
with a few. organizational conces-
sions to the union leaders, a little
relaxation in the harsh enforce-
mwent of the Taft-Hartley Act,
the pushing of minor social legis-
lation. But the masses will soon
learn the vast gulf between the
demagogic promises of a desper-
ate capitalist candidate and the

fullfillment of these promises.

when the elections dre over.
The re-elected Truman adminis-
tration will not alter the condi-
tions of the working people or
change the direction of the Am-
erican capitalist system, The drive

toward militarism and war will| drastic radical program to meet

continué. Not a single basie pro-
blem of the people will be solved.

NO ILLUSIONS

The labor movement would be
committing a tragic error if it
now sat back in the expectation
that the battle has been won and
that Truman will now carry all
of his many promises into prac-
tice. The labor movement will
gain only those concessions that
it demands and fights for. Any
illusions that labor can wait for
Truman to deliver will net only
demoralization  and disillusion-
ment. Instead, right now, while
the issues of the campaign are
still fresh in everyone’s memory,
labor must mobilize its numbers
and resources to demand that the
administration make good on its
promises.

For example, rather than wait-
ing on Truman and the crooked
Democratic politicians to. come
across on their promise to repeal
the Taft-Hartley Act, the unions
right now—should make prepara-
tions to convene a united Con-
gress of Labor to meet with the
opening of the 81st Congress and
ensure that this dastardly slave
law is repealed. And as down pay-

abor Must Force Truman to Fulfill Promises

ment on his promises, the labor
leaders should demand that Tru-
man dismiss the - labor-baiting
scoundrels who comprise the pre-
sent NLRB.

The workers interpret Truman’s
election as their vietory. Their
heightened morale and feeling of
inereasing  self- confidence must
now be utilized to resume labor's
forward march on all fronts, the
regaining of the ground lost, and
the achievement of their aspira-
tions.

Truman’s victory may tempo-
rarily delay the development of an
independent Labor Party and tem-

poran\ly rehabilitate the declining

prestige of the labor bureaucracy.
But labor in this election learned
that it has the power to make or
break politicians and that it can
take over the very seats of gov-
ernment when it decides to do so.
This knowledge and feeling of
strength will more than offset
any temporary illusions in Tru-
man. And as the honeymoon pe-
riod comes to an end and ex-

perience teaches them that they ||

cannot depend on capitalist poli-

ticians and parties, the salf-confi-

dence gained in this election wi
help propel labor to the road of
iridependent class politics and a

their needs.

Greek Reactionaries
Reap Fortunes From
Marshall Plan Dollars

The Marshall Plan is paying
of f 'in'fa big way for Greek reac-
tion. Up to date about $550,000,-
000 has been poured into éreec'e
to» maintain the Royal dynasty
and keep the civil war going
against the Greek people. Count-
ing some 25,000 guerrilla fight-
ers, this figures out to approxi-

‘mately $22,000 a head, the money

directly marked for ‘the war
amounting’ {o. some $10,360 a
head. '

According to U.S. News the
“rich men of Greece are getting

richer” from this flow of Amer-
ican dollars. “Money made in
Greece is smuggled out, conver-
ted into dollars, deposited in hid-

den accounts outside Greece.” The]| .
.ampunt

_ in American bank ac-
counts “probably exceeds $200-

000, t’mo »

I

| tional skit depicting major events

By Joseph
Savage Blood--letting

In Suppression
1Of Korean Uprising

A delayed dispateh to the New
Yorltx Herald Tribune gives an
unusually graphie account of the
recent rebellion in South K Korea
against the puppet government
installed by American military
authorities.

. The rebellion began on Oect. 19
when the 14th Regiment was
scheduled to go to the island of
Cheju “where a rebellion against
the South Korean government has
been continuous since March.”
They were under orders to put
down this rebellion,

Instead, the 14th Regiment
“murderéd all the loyal officers
at Yosu and seized an arsenal of
American and Japanesé weapons”
that incluged 2,136 Garand rifles
and 500,000 rounds of American
ammunition. They commandeered
a train and arrived at Sunchon.

Here they ran up the flags of
the North Korea People’s Repub-
lic and the South Korea Labor
Party. They were joined by “about
400 Leftist policemen and armed
bands of high-school boys.”

A platoon of troops at Kwangju
with American lieutenants as
“advisers” was rushed to “put
down the mutinedrs.” But “in-
stead, without resistance, the pla-
toon merged itself with the Com-
munist-led invaders.”

According to the Herald Tn—
bine correspondent, “mobs taided
government offices, destroying
all tax records and police records
They cut the local telephone
wires and put the lighting sys-
tem out of commission.” The cor-
respondent claims they murdered
“men, women and children indis-
eriminately.”

More troops were mobzhzed
They succeeded in putting down
the uprising in a sayage blood-
letting, picking off the “muti-
neers” with carbines even when
they -advanced with upraised
hénds to surrender. “Ten fanati-
cal youths tried to seize the post-
office and‘start the revolt anew,
only to be mowed down by gov-
ernment forces.”

More than 5,000 men were
rounded up on the playing field
of a school for questioning “to
find out where they were during
the rebellion and how they acted.”
Batches were then executed on
the spot. “One of the first sights
to meet the eyes of American
correspondents reaching here to-
day was a rifle squad of exécu-

tw,ners standing over fallen ene-
mies.”

In the terror victims were shot
in the city indiscriminately “in-
cluding women and children who
were not Communists.”

The report concludes: “The
four American correspondents at
the scene of the fighting have
‘been urged strongly to point out
that if the American troops are
taken from the -area in the dis-

orld E vents'

Hansen

revolt had been virtually - sup-
pressed, other reports make it
abundantly clear that this is still
far from true.”

militarily and are avoiding “large
scale clashes.” He then continues:
“The Trotskyists, who are just
as dangerous enemies of orderly
states and whose leaders , Were
liberated on Hatta's orders’ when
Musso started his coup, have
gained much ground of ldate. in
the Republic. They have formed
a new party, the Proletarian Par-.
ty, which is supporting Hatta in'
his struggle against Musso but
is a fierce opponent of the Mos-
lem Masjoemi and the Indonesian
Nationalist . parties, right-wing
parties supporting Hatta. \

“The aims of the Proletarian

firebrands such as Tan Malacca
and Rustom Mesendi are clear;
first, help in eliminating Musso
and then make a grab at the gov-
ernmént itself. So, in spite of its
apparént strength in 'the struggle
against Musso’s followers, the

is very difficult. _

In addition te the above, the
Oct. 16 La Lutte Quvrieré, news-
paper of the Belgian Trotskyists,
reports that Hatta, President of
the Council of the Republic- of
Indonesia ‘“‘declared the inquiry
in the Tan Malaceca case had been
closed for lack of ‘any evidence,
Tan Malacea not being. guilty.”
o La Lutte Ouvriere explains that
Tan Malacca was arrested in
1946 through the “influence of

.| the Stalinists, who at that time

were collaborating closely with
the native bourgeoisie against the
revolutionary moverent. Our In-
donesian comrades conducted a
campaign for the liberation of
their leader, a campaign which
was- supported by many workers
and poor  peasants and which
finally ‘sueceeded when the defi-
nitive rupture and conflict be-
tween - the government and the
Stalinists occurred.” (The revolt
headed by Musso.)

This has not prevented Tan
Malacca from continuing' his “eri-

ment and his struggle against

complete national and social libe:

ration' of the 70,000,000 Indoné-

sians.”

“Comrade Tan Malacca,” dé-
clares La Lutte Quvriere, “foun-
der of the liberation movement
of the Indonesian people and

struggle in South East Asia, was,
in' Lenin’s time, one of the pion-
eers .of the C(nmm‘un'is't Iiterna-
tional and participated in its Con-
gressés, He rallied to the Left
Opposition from lts begmnmg,
that is, from the coming to power
of the Stalinist bureaucracy. He
created the important Trotskyist
Party of Indonesia and highly
distinguished himself during the
'war in the Indonesian liberation
struggle, becoming one of its

cernible future, the whole coun-
try is sure to be conquered by
organized Communists.”

Trotskyist Party |
Formed in Indonesia .

One of our readers reports
hearing an interesting Batavia
short-wave broadcast beamed to
the United States by the Dutch
on- Oct. 21, Although we cannot
vouch for the full accuracy of the
facts, we pass on some of the
commentator’s remarks as jotted
down.

of Jogjakarta is still rather con-
fused in more ways than one. In
spité of the original Republican
assertions that the Communist

Batavia Radio Claims |

. “The situation -in the Republic |

heroés.”

Muwardi Murdered

The Sept. 10 Sinpo, Chinese dai-
ly of Batavia, reports that Dr.
Muwardi, leader of the People’s
Revolution Movement, a “Trot-
skyist tendency,” was found as-
sagsinated at Sounnakarta after
being kidnapped by Stalinists.

READ

20th Anniversary
Issue Next Week

Next issue of The Militant will
be a 20th anniversary number,
reviewing this .paper’s two dec-
ades of struggle for socialist
emancipation.

Socialist Workers Party branch-
‘es will celebrate this anniversary
with special meetifigs and enter-
tainments. New York will hear
an address by James P. Cannon,
founder of The Militant and of
American Trotskyism.

an Francisco will hold an an-
niversary social with an educa-

in The Militant’s history.

Other meetings were reported
last week. Proceeds of all affairs
will be donated to The Militant
to help defray accumulated defi-
cits. Contributions from individual
readers will be welcomed.

-k & %

Winding up the greatest elec-
tion campaign in SWP history,
branches are already mapping
Militant subscription work as a
principal © activity for coming
months. New readers are invited
to join in this effort.

Philadelphia branch plans to
call back on every new reader
who subscribed during the presi-

newals will be sought from the

Nearly 1,000 of the first 25c
subs throughout the country are
already expiring, along with 200
older subsecriptions. Seores of
these first introductory subs have
already been renewed direct by
the readers,

Philadelphia branch
250 of these first campaign subs.
It has now arranged to keep the
first 68 from lapsing until the
readers renew themselves or can
be visited at home or at work.

readers will have no gaps in their
files of The Militant.

Philadelphia anticipates a large
percentage of renewals and ex-
pects there will be very little cost
for keeping these subs active un-
til renewed or canceled. The
branch believes this additional
service will not only help to get
renewals but will make better
friends of the new readers.’

* % &

the busiest last days of the elec-
tion campaign was in San Fran-
cisco, which sent in 43 subs;
Philadelphia 29 and New Haven
24, .

direct, nearly half fo¥ both The
Mllltant and lerth lnberimtmn—

dential campaign. Long-term re-

.al' i 3 s " n i % ¥

. The commentator declares that
$he Communists are not strong

Party, which is led by notorious’

position of Hatta’s ‘government

tical attitude toward the govern-.

class collaboration and for the"

champion of the anti-imperialist

250 who took 15-week trial subs, .

obtained -

Thus when they renew, these

Most active sub-getting during .

Twenty-five q-eaders renewed
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These are expressed in its ||

Capitalist monopolies, having corroded the middle classes,
are devouring the democracies. Monopolies themselves were
a result of private ownership of the means of production. Pri-
vate ownership, having once been the source of progress, came
into contradiction with modern technique and is now the cause
of crisis, wars, national persecutions and reactiotiary dictator-
ship. The l[quldatmn of the private ownership of the means
of production is the central historical task of otur époch and
will guarantee the birth of a new, more harmonious society.
The act of birth, daily observation teaches us, is never a
“gradual” process but a biological revolution,

—Leon Trotsky, Interview in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Mar. 1940

TROTSKY "~ LENIN

. legal—and illegal—obstacle is placed in the
“the

‘and enforced by both the Democrats and

boards up to the highest courts, ganged up

bureaucratism and for democracy in the
“unions.

mobilize strikebreakers.

<pulations ‘and - anti-public conspiracies that

The Ballot Box

- Several days before elections, it was dis-

covered that the Democratic Party’s list of
‘electors in Michigan had not been - certified
through either accident or oversight. The-
legal date for certification was long past. But
the Republican Secretary of State proved
most accomodating. He ,not only informed
the Democratic Party of the oversight, but
generously waived aside all legal tech-
nicalities to permit the belated filing and
certification of the Democratic electors.

This would be merely a curious though
insignificant event of the election campaign
were it not for the fact that it shows up the
different and opposité treatment accorded by
the two major parties to minority parties.

No legal technicalities are waived to accord
a place on the ballot to opponents of the
Democrats and Republicans, In fact, évery

to keep the Wallace ticket from the official
ballot. Missouri similarly barred_the Social-
ist and Socialist_Labor patrties.

As for the Socialist Workers. Party, open
fraud was practiced to keep its candidates
off the ballot in Massachusetts and Ohio.

- Larry Trainer of Boston, running for Con-
gress on the SWP ticket, had his legal peti-
tions thrown out without a shadow of lawful
pretext by an election board which openly
displayed its partisan hostility. Harry Braver-

_ man’s petitions, which met the legal require-
ments, were fraudulently ruled out by an
openly biased election board,in Youngstown,

~ Ohio, and his appeal was rejected by the

. Ohio State Supreme Court acting in cahoots
with the Democratic and Republican election
officials. .

The contrast between the generous treat-
ment accorded the Democrats and the
determined effort to bar - minority parties
from the ballot points up the fact that elec-
tions are not at all really free in the United
States. It undérlines the fact that the two
old-line capitalist parties attempt to keep a
monopoly over the ballot box and bar com-
petitors. It further emphasizes that the labor
movement, if it is serious about independent
political action and democratic electiqus,
must launch an energetic fight to liberalize
the election laws amd make the ballot
accessible to all parties,

path of minority parties to bar them from
ballot. Almost” every state—including
Michigan—has harsh “election laws, passed

Republicans, designed to prevent minority
parties—particularly anti-capitalist . parties
like the Socialist Workers Party — from
getting on the ballot.

The public is familiar with the methods
used against Wallace in Illinois, where
Republicans and Democrats, from-the election

B - - )
Union Democracy
Striking. beer drivers of the CIO Brewery
Workers in New York City are setting an

inspiring example for the rank and file of
labor everywhere in the vital struggle against

case struck a blow not only on their own
behalf but against an evil that can throttle
the whole union movement. That is the evil
of top machines which usurp the democratic
rights of the members.

It was this evil which enabled the old AFL
leadership to prevent the organization of in<
dustrial workers and against which the CIO
rose in revolt. Today, however, the CIO
itself is gripped by a heavy-handed bureau-
cracy that is squeezing the democratic life
out of the industrial unions.

Nothing is more indicative of the anti-
democratic control of -the CIO as well as the
AFL unions than the fact that the top of-
ficials of the internationals have arrogated

. to themselves the “right” to say when workers
may or may not strike. Some bureaucrat in a
plush office far from the struggle presumes
to dictate to' thousands and hundreds of
thousands of workers when they can or when

This strike represents a revolt agdinst a
top bureaucracy whose boast is that the
brewery workers have not had a major strike
in 60 years:

Fearful of leading a real battle against the .
brewery owners, the top union leaders signed
a centract behind the backs of the men. This
contract not only provided wage increases far
below what the men were demanding, but
also a treacherous “joker”—a clause per-
mitting speed-up with automatic penalties
for drivers who failed to keep up with the
stiff pace.

Instead of merely accepting a co]luswe con-
tract signed against their will, the drivers
decided to assert their rights and fight. They
organized, struck and ‘halted all  beer
deliveries.

The international officers promptly flew in
from Cincinnati, ordered the strike ended,
suspended several strike leaders, attacked the
strike in the public press and even tried to

bosses.

It is this top bureaucratic crust over the
unions which smothers the ranks and prevents
them from fighting effectively against the
emp]nyers’ offensive, the Taft-Hartley Act,
_the injunctions.

The New York béer drlwsrs lave given a
demonstration of the spirit that will prevail
against anti-democratic ryle and restore union
democracy. They have organized and effec-

Instead of folding up, the strikers set up
their own Rank and File Committee,
tightened their ranks and repudiated all the
slick deals the top officials negotiated with
the employers. Through their militant action,
the strikers have already cracked the employ-
ers’ fronti and forced a number of companies
to abrogate the speed-up clause.

The New York beer drivers have in this

Open the Books ;

could only strengthen the cause of the union,

The General "Motors Corporatmn refused
the union demand in 1945-46 at heavy cost
to its publicity campaign against the auto
workers.

In the case of the ship owners, the demand
to open, their books would prove singularly
effective. There is no section of the capital-
ist class so obviously parasitic.

They operate government-owned ships at

“ enormous profits derived from subsidies.

" What ships they do own, in most cases were
built by the government and turned over to
them far below cost, the token selling price
to be paid out of operating profits.

During the war, their profits from carrying
war supplies were so scandalous as to invite
repeated investigation by government bodies.
Operating hand in glove with friendly offi-

" cials; they piled up fortunes that shocked
even Congressmen hardened to the most out-
rageous plundering of other industrial bardns.

By opening the books of the ship owners,
" these sordid facts would provide sensational
reading for the public and clearly demon-
strate what is really at,issue in the maritime

#.strike, and why the ship owners are so de-
termined to crush the maritime unions,

anew the bed-rock principle of union demo-
cracy: Authority flows from the bottom up,
not from the top down.

As an answer to the lying anti-union pro-
paganda of the shipping tyccous, a number
of militants in the maritime strike on the
West Coast are advocating that the. ship
owners’ books be opened to public inspection.

This demand is well worth the most serious
consideration of the embattled maritime
workers. The public has a legitimate right
to know all the facts relevant to the shipping
tieup and the efforts of the shipowners to
smash the strike and crush organized labor
on the Pacific Coast water front.

In the tough strike against General Motors
in the winter the 1945-46 the auto.workers
raised this slogan. with great success. They
found that the demand to open the company’s
books to public inspection at once placed the
company officials on the defensive.

If they refused to accede to this reasonable
demand, it could only be for reasons that
would not stand scrutiny. What secrets,
harmful to the public interest, were they
forced to cover up and hide?

. If they granted the demand, then the pub-
lic. would not only gain authentic informa- j
‘tion on the enormous size of company pro-j
{its, but also all the chicanery, crooked mani-

St
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Quota Reached in
or $25,000 Party-Building

The scoreboard spurted ‘upward another 5% thls week for a total of
8207, of the $25,000 Election and Party Building Fund, as branches sent in
this week $1,396. Three more weeks remain to complete the fund, and all
branches and friends are urged to. get. their pledges in to meet the deadhne

‘St. Louis sent in an additional e
s o s i e 0157 |— GOOREBOARD FOR $25,000
of its regular quota. | 'y
Flint came over the top by - S
sending in $53 and is now in the swp ElEchon F“"n 5
100% column. : i $oL ANIE i ;
Lynn joined the 100 percenters Bm?;h e ‘ .sQ“';toa_ $Pa’1;|i‘ Pelr;;nt
) : 4 ochester ; ~ 5
in one leap byl _scndmg in the| St. Louis 50 . 69~ 138
$90 balance on its quota. Baltimore _ 50 65 131
Ditto for San Franeisco-Oak- Boston 275 . 355 129
land which mailed in its $97 bal- "zi\,llentown : ﬁg ?5; }gg
1 . 1 . . acoma - F i 5, -
m:nce,. Tolt_edo .whlch came across Milwaukee i ) 400 419 105
with its §55 balance and Youngs- Cleveland 400 400 100
town with its $146 balance. Flint 400 -400 100
Newark sent in $30 and is now Lynn 133 12;’; }gg
rithi g dis : Philadelphia 5 50
yt]:m hailing distance - of its Pittsburgh : 200/ 200 160
quota — 4% Reading / 150 150 100
Detroit sent in $100 and stands San Francisco-Oakland 1,500 1,500 100
at 819%. Toledo 200 200 _IBO_
Buffalo inched up fo 79 1 Youngstown 800 800 . 100
its quota by a remn?tance of%$7?1 Minnesota 2000 1,802 9%
iy = i : Newark - 750 - 705 . 94
Chicago gained 6 points on the West Virginia 100 90 90
scoreboard by its contribution of New York City = " . 7,600 . 6,634 78t
$117. Seattle 4 600 500 - 83 -
afi HNad i San Diego 50 41 82
Connecticut ma]l.f:'d in $.124 and Detroit 1,600 1,300 ; 81
now stands_, even with Chicago at Buffalo 1,000 786 79
62%! of its” quota. Akron- 400 307 M
WE ARE REMINDING _ Chicago 2,228 l,fég A gg
VERY 3 Connecticut _ _
: General 1,050 190 18
WEEKS TO GET INTO THE e
100% COLUMN! Total $25,000 $20,599 82

T - Unibn-Lq@tjyer. Tﬁ?ow'n Out 2

Attorney Norman Leonard (1), counsel for the CIO Long
shore Union was forcibly: ejettdd frot the Hedring of the Hous
Labor Subcommittee in San Francisco because he sought to ad
vise his.clients while testifying. In addition, Hugh Bryson, Pre
dent of the CIO Marine Cooks and Stewards was threatened wit
a contempt citatiom - Fedefaf,ed Pmtﬂ

EIGHT FAT YEARS
FOR THE P’HO‘FITEEHS

- There’s one thing the Democratic administration can trut

they can’t defend themselves against the.

tively asserted the right of the members to
decide all issues affecting the welfare of the-
-union membership. They have proclaimed’

WORKERS FORUM

Also the political demagogues of
both major parties did not solve
the housing crisis. So in the last
analysis, we have to solve these
problems ourselves, by support-
ing socialism and voting for Far-
rell Dobbs for President and

Political Promises
All‘Forgotten
Editor:

I had a good apartfnent when I
was called into the service to

warming their chairs, make it
possible for me and all others
who need an apartment to have
a place to live, The reason why I
want this article printed is since
I got out of the Army, I have
been living in a deteriorated, in-

there will be no shortage of com-
modities " or housing.
K. 8.
Youngstow*n Ohm

A Constructive

possess and other various me-
thods the owner uses in keeping
us in line, like shutting the water
off.

I have reported this at times

During the days of Marx, En-
gels, Lenin and Trotsky, the So-
cialist movement was very much
alive to all the current develop-
ments in the social and physical

For offering resistance to the > 3
cwner of thf shack on his excess which further supports the Marx-

. : | ist view it has been almost
rent charge and shutting off my 1:(') m‘;)lli‘gél;r) “itg:lzreds by the pres-

::tﬁi:;’ etc., I have gotten a 3-day| .y parties of Socialism.
s T ; Why doesn’t your party utilize
That is why I get sick listening | ;5 aisenaf of g::ientipf"ic L—islr'u‘:'oz‘“n'la-
to the same old gang of politicians | {1, in the- same way that Marx
today bidding for office in the|anq Engels used Darwin’s revolu-
November election, and again|jonary studies?
telling us that they will take care| Another thought: I think your
of the hougmg‘problem party could launch a poWerful
Now, my friends, the war was| flank attack on capitalism by de-.
rot fought to end all wars. Take|veloping an interest by the trade
a look at European conditions.|union movement in the problems

Press Comment On
Kutcher Case

(Reprinted from Oct. 18 Brooklyn Eagle)

A $42-d-week clerk in the Veterans Administration Bureau
has just been fired from his job in Newark, N. J. In.itself
that would mean little. Men are fired from t!!eu' jobs every
day.

Y But James Kutcher, the veteran, lost both legs five years
ago serving his country in the war. He was dismissed on a
charge of disloyalty. He admits to membership in the So-
cialist - Workers Party, which is commonly known as the

., Trotskyite organization.

- No one has been any more vigilant or critical of the Com-
fnunist movement in America than we have. Yet, we deplore
this incident and believe an injustice has been done i

The one point we have emphasized in regard to the Com-
munist menace is the angle of alliance with a foreign power
to the detriment of our own country. The only organization
in America that comes under that stigma today is the Stalin-
*ists. .

The followers of Trotsky are few in number, not lined
up with Soviet Russia, and are deadly adversaries of the
Communist. party. They may be fanatics, victims of a revolu-
tionary philosophy and vocally troublesome in places. But they
certainly do not rank as subversives in the sense that the
Stalinists do.

There is nothmg unconstitutional about a man subscrib-
ing to a philosophy of Socialism, Communism or any other
-radical idea. If a citizen chooses to be a crackpot, that’s his
© privilege. It is when he joins with others in a conspiracy to

spired and fostered by' an alien government, then it is right
that we be much concerned with the movement. -
We doubt that anything will be gained by singling out

of subversion against them. There are plenty of leaders in
the real Communist movement who still roam freely about
and who should be attended to first before making a national
issue of some unfortunate vietim of local hysterla

Some very sharp distinctions are needed in dealing W1th

individuals such as this veteran and applying an overall policy - |

the Communist menace and we believe th‘ls is one of them.

of industrial psychiatry — the
‘effect of speed-up on assembly
lines on the nervous and physical
systems of the workers, for ex-
ample.

* Best wishes to Dobbs.and Carl-
son in the coming campaign,

fight a d““;]m; t(l) endlil.l “Taé‘s‘” Il Grace Carlson for Vice President, J.o.D..
graame t al dt 16 p{a ! 1:::.1 b ep;a- who are for a Workers and Los Angeles
gogues wou at least, besides Farmers Government, W here

Trbovich Analyzes
Tito-Stalin Rift

Pittsburgh. Oect. 30 — Manuel

Trbovich, organizer of the: Chi-

fested, damp three room shack| g ) : P
and threatened into paying above Pr 0P050| _ - | cago Local of the Socialist Work-
the ceiling price or getting a dis- Editor: ers Party, delivered an informa-

tive 20°minute falk over radio
station WLOA in Braddock today
on the rupture between the Krem-
lin and the Communist Party of
Yugoslavia.

Comrade Trbovich pointed out

to OPA, and was informed that|sciences. " ) .
they could do nothing about it.| Since -then, a mass of ;néw | thab. ‘perhaps no single. group-of
‘| material has been developed | eople in .this ‘country. has been

more misled by propaganda bom-
bardments” than the American
Yugoslavs, many of whom live in
this area. This propaganda comes
from the Stalinists, American Big
Business and both Serbian and
Croatian nationalists. . i

The nationalists, he pointed
out, have been “campaigning for
the armed intervention of the
United States” in Yugoslavia,
picturing the Tito government
“as o mere puppet of the Soviet
Union.”

Trbovich then explained why
the Stalinists are now slandering
the Yugoslav Communist Party
leadership. The Yugoslav leaders
rose to prominence in the under-
ground movement against the
Nazi occupation. “The most im-
portant partisan army in all Eu-
10ope” was formed,
some 300,000 troops. “Military
rank was unknown;” there were
no officers in the classical sense
of the term; every officer was
known as “comrade.”

When the Soviet Army entered
Yugoslavia, they brought with
them all the rank and privilege
that has grown to such mon-
strous proportions under Stalin-
ism. “Here was the beginning of
the disillusionment among the
Yugoslav Communists.”

Meanwhjle, great land reforms
were instituted? industry taken
over by the state and a b-year
plan advanced. It 'was in the
midst of these basic changes that
Stalin launched his -attack on
Tito.

The reason for this attack is

| the independence of the Yugo-

slavian Communist Party. “Sta-
liti cannot tolerate any unit of his
international machine maintain-

this would give the masses an op-
portunity to press for a revolu-
tionary policy.

Comrade Trbovich analyzed the
profound gap between Tito’s pro-
gram and that of the Socialist
Workers Party, underlining the
fact that “Tito still retains the
Stalinist ideology.” He called for
a clean break from that reaetion-
ary ideology.

numbering |

In the depression year 1939,

of the record take of 1929 —
into economic crisis.

Every year of the war, the
corporation rake-off was greater
than 1929. By 1944, it was ad-
mittedly more than $12 billion a
year, - This did not include the
vost-war gift of $20 billion' worth
of government-built plants; nor
the billions in tax kickbacks voted
by the Democratic Congress in
1944 that were paid after the
war.

But the capitalists did not reach

| the pot at the end of the rain-

bow until after the war. Then
the bi-partisan government began
to remove all bars to the profit-
eers.

‘Today, according . to official
government reports, corporation
profits before taxes — the real
way to measure profits — are
running at more than $30 billion
annually — almost FIVE TIMES
greater than in*1939. In short,
profits before taxes have soared
369% in the last eight years.

Even after taxes, the corpora-
‘tions -are rolling up about .$22
billion profits this year — still
four and a half times more. than
in 1939. These profits do not in-
clude the billions, not publicly re-
ported as profits, which are hid-
den in so-called “reserve funds.”

HIDDEN PROFITS

Du Pont Chemicals, for ins-
tance, has been staching away
guch hidden profits, in the form
of “reserves,” to the amount of
$6 million every quarter. This
company, together with TU.8.
Steel, National Steel, Youngs-
town Sheet and Tube, General

.

fully boast—that never have the corporatmns and trusts.gorged
themselves on so much. profits as in the past éight years. I

billion in profits before taxes. This was only §3 billion_ sh

slashed by further rising pr‘;

Motors, Interfiational Paper,

the corporation raked in $ V

which plummeted the cou

Procter and Gamble, and W
gon Oil and Snowdrift, put asic
a total of $43 mllhon in hidden
profits in the first six months o
this year — or about 10% mo:
than their reported profits.
There is a direct donnedtlon
{ween profits and high pricés'
profits this year are Funni
25% higher than last year,"
While profits have soared 369%
in eight years, the weekly aver
gross pay (before taxes) of work
ers. in manufacturing 1ndustr 8
has gone up, according ‘to th
government, only 118%.
this, of course, is accounted f
in part by longer hours of work
At the same time, the officis
government index shows pri
have risen more than 70%
Ul’ldEIEStl‘matlon -
The government | flgures on
wages do not show what th
worker has léft to sp&n‘d’ i
pay -roll and Social Seeurity
5. Thus, the buying p’oﬁer
workers wages is little more
in 1939 ~— and- ramdl‘y‘

Since -1945, average hour
wage rates have gone
17%, while prices have s0 :
most 33%. In the first six month
of 1948 alone, pmﬂts Went
25%."

These figures conclusively prov
that profits — not wages — ar
the source of the: present . inflg
tion,

And these l.lnpl‘ecédel’i‘fetf pro-
fits are assured — and Wil\ &
tinue to be assured —
Truman- Marsha‘ll war . progra

AKRON—4 So. Howard 8t., 2nd 1. Mon,

through Frl., 7 to 9 p. m.; "Branch meet-

ing every Thurs., 8 p.m.
BALTIMORE—1121 E. Baltimore 5;:.

Phone Wolfe 1753J, Dally 9 a.,m. -8 :p.

0. Coover, Sr., MILITANT and FO

m‘]‘mﬂMTiGNAL on edle.

30 Stuart St., open Mon. 5:30-9:00
Wed. 7-10 p, m.
BUFFALO—Miflitant Forumi,
8t., 2nd 1l
afternoon except Sun,

CHICAGO—777T W. Adama {(corner Hal-
gted). Phone DEArborn 4767, Dally except
Sun., 11 a. m.-§ p, m. Library, hook-
store.

CLEVELAND—Militant Forum, Sun,
8:30 p. m,, Peck's Hall, 1446 B, 82nd St.
(off Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. Phons
TY 7-6267. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p. m.
FLINT—Soclalist Workers Party Hall,
215 1. Ninth Street. Phone: 2-2498.
Open House Saturday evenings.

p. M.,

carry his ideas into action that he begins to be subversive. ng dthe sh?htest n‘;*?g_me 3f inde- Rg.j?nSML %mﬁigﬁﬁoﬁbéém
If his organization is a unit of an international conspiracy in- pendence 1irom NloScow,> SINCe| gyey

SAN PEDRO—Militant, 1008 8. Pacific
Room 214.

WATTS—Militant, 1720 B. D’Ith Bt.

LYNN, (Mass, )—Militant Pub'l ‘Ass'n,
44 Centrel Ave., office open Tues., Wed.
T 3&9 30 p. m.

WAUKEE—SWP State Campalén
Hsa,rluuarters. 608 8. 5th St. SBun. through
Frl., 7:30-9:30 p. m. Phone BRoadway"
2-9645,

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So, 4th 8t. Phoné
Main 7781,
8 p. m, Library, bookstore.

Visit'your local headquarters of t_h.e ’

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

‘tant Labor Club, 165 Main S't"

Blgaluw 8-2574. Reading
BOSTON—Workers Educational Center, |

620 Maln
Phone MAdison 3860, Every |-

: 1351. Oakland 4,

Daily except Sun., 10 &. m.- Bummit, R rn 1

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn, )—Militant Dis-
cu.usiun Grotup every Fri. 7

:30 p.om Mill- &

Strand Theatre).
Grand Ave., Srd ﬂ ., Tues, 8-10“_
NEWARK—423 ' Springfieid Ave, ]
room,
dalily, 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.
NI'W YORK CITY (Kq;}—n&
ity 1L, Phona GR. B5-81
§ {MST SIDE—251 :El Hunfﬁton
&k f1 :
HARLEM—103 W. 110 St., Rm
Phone MO. 2-1883. Open dis
T BRONX-7034 Prospect Ave
B — t Ave.,
Fhone LU, 9-0101.
BROOKLYN—G35 Fulum 8t
8T. - 3-7433.
CHELS]

EA—130 W, 23rd Bt
GH. 2-0434.

(Cal.)}—Write P.. 0¢
PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W. Gi¥a
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone BStevenson 4-5820,
Open daily. Forum, Frl, 8 p. m.; .
PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave., :
Tues,, Wed., Fri., 7 t6 9 p. mi.. fortni
Sun., 4 p. m y
SAN FRANCISCO—1739 :B"H.Inlm !'A.
4th fl. Phone FI. 6-0410, Dﬂly :
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m.
SEATTLE—Maynard Blde.; ldl:
South & Washington. Phone Maln . §8
Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p, m;
meeting, Fri., 8 p. m, lemry ‘books
ST, LOUIS—1023 N, Grand Bivd.,
312. Militant Forums, Thura., 7-80-10:
ST. PA Cedar St. Phons
field 1137. Open daily. Bookstore.
TOLEDO — Weokly wmeetin
Friday night at 7:30, Kapps

YOUNGSTO
Phone 31856. Wed,
D, o %




World War III, even on the scale of the last
ar, will cost the American people half a trillion
ollars., They will suffer not less than 9 to 10
Tuillion casualties. All freedoms will be cancelled,
trikes outlawed, work-or-fight laws imposed.
vilian goods productlon will be halted. The na-
tional debt will rise to $500 billion, The dollar
-won’t be worth 10 cents.

That is the conservative prediction of “The
~Costs of Another War,” a condensation of an
“article. from U. S. News & World Report pub-
l_ished in the Ogtober Reader’s Digest. Ironically,
article is featured in the “Understatement
' the Month” section,
In the last war, by 1944, the U. S was spend-
$90 billion a year. On the same basis, the
ext ‘war “would cost $143,000,000,000 a year at
present prices.” A war of the same length as the
ast_would cost “$540,000,000,000, without allow-
ng for new inflation.” (Original emphasis.)
“All war supplies will cost “at least 50% more
O any new war that may come.” ¥
While the cost in lives is “unpredictable,” the

rience.” The Russian war cost Germany 5 mil-
n killed and missing, 4 million wounded. U. 8.
sses in the last war were 294,000 killed, 670,000
wounded. The losses in the next — not allowmg
for atomic weapons — will be 10 times as great.
In last war, U. S. used 5 billion tons of, its
best minerals”; about 8 billion barrels of oil.
Plans now being prepared assume a far bigger
jse of materials in World War IIL. “By war's
end, the United States would be a ‘have not’ na-
n.” Impoverishment of resources would reduce
S. economy to European: levels,

'__' If IWar- Camés e

By Joseph Keller

cale of casualties is “suggested by German ex- .

“Practically everything” will be rationed; autos
and 'trucks “confiscated.” The price situation is
already “dynamite” with the military now taking
10% of total production; in war, the military will
take “at least 60%.” Competition for what's left

“would set off explosive inflation.” -

There will probably: be a work-or-fight law
“applying to adults up to 65.” Strikes will be
“outlawed,”, job-switching “seldom permitted,”
production for civilian consumption “would be
‘stopped,” military needs ‘“would get priority
everywhere.”

World War II has already left the U. 8. with
a debt of $250 billion dollars, By the end of
World War III, it would increase by another
$500 bll].lon and interest charges alone “would be
staggeung. The government would face the de-
cision “on whether to repudiate debt as Russia
did.”

As an alternative to debt repudiation — that

+is, a declaration of bankruptcy — the government

ould inflate prices, issue huge amounts of cheap-
ened currency, The present U. .S. dollar, now

- worth less than 60 cents in pre-war buying power,

“could _become a ten-cent dollar after World War

- IIL”
The sober conclusion of this “Understatement |}

of the Month” is: “War, in other words, would
not be a simple solution: of U. S.-Russian dl.'t'ﬁ-

‘culties.”

Jn spite of this capitalist reahzatmn of the
cost of another war, as expressed by U. 8. News,
the U. S. capitalists are preparing to resort to

- 'war as the only “solution” to the impending crisis

of the decayed profit system.

- The British Labor Government’s “socialism” is
1o more socialist than Stalin’s “communism” is
communist. This is further evidenced by the gov-
ernment’s latest move against the British work-
8. It wad announced on Oct. 28 in London that
plinary committees with powers to fine and
dismiss coal miners for “absentecism” are being
“established. The system of fines is part of a new
sode of Conduct drafted by a government council
nd “approved by the bureaucrats heading the
Jational Union of Mine workers.
Simultaneously, Sir Stafford Cripps, Laborite
ancellor of the Exchequer, broadcast a demand
or “higher productivity” and “more output each
r from each individual.” This is part of the
nment’s speed-up drive to squeeze the last
_possible ounce .of work out of the ill-nourished,
under-paid, workers in order-to prop up tottering
h capitalism.
¢ system of fines is a throw-back to the most.
aric forms of labor exploitation under early
“capitalism. The successful struggle against the
tem of fines was one of the earliest battles
he young labor movements everywhere. 1
hat the British Labor government is attempt-
ing to reintroduce this relic of unrestrained capi-
. t exploitation ,is one more proof that its
““socialist” claims are pure fraud. It throws more
ight on the real nature of the nationalizations
which the claim to “socialism” is based.
Many people on this side of the Atlantic have
)een fooled by these nationalizations. In reality,
16 nationalizations have been undertaken to safe-
d British capitalism and to ensure steady

British *“Socialism®

By Art Preis”

profits from the most bankrupt industries. By and
large, the British capitalists themselves have,ap-
proved the nationalizations, particularly of such
industries as coal which were previously. in hope-
less chaos.

Through the nationalizations, the British Labor
government has been able to restore some sem-
blance of orderly operation to mismanaged indus-
tries and to ‘discipline” the workers, while the
actual control remains in the hands of the former
capitalist managers. Profits, in the form, of inter-
est on government bonds, are guaranteed the for-
mer pnvate stockholders.

In foreign affairs, the British Lahor govern-
ment from the start clearly demonstrated that
it is faithfully serving the 1mpenallst. interests
of British capitalism. It has shown this in Greece,
Paleshne, Malaya and everywhere else that it is

. carrying out the Tory forelgn policy in the name

of “socialism.”

In its profits-preserving nationalizations, its
strikebreaking, its speed-up program culminating
in the system of fines, the British Labor govern-
ment is likewise carrying out the Tory program
at home. It represents not the fulfillment but the
betrayal of the socialist promises made to the
workers by the British Labor Party leaders.

That promise will be on the road to fuifillment
only when the British workers themselves, through
their own committees, take full control over all

" the means of production and distribution, expio-

priate all industry without compensation to the
capitalists, and cooperatively operate the entire
economy on a national plan without profits.

Notes from

the News

. MURRAY vs STALINISTS — CIO Pres. ‘Phil-
- Murray is going all-out trying to have the
'Retall Clerks Union win back control over
the department store locals in
New York (City which, under
B &t  Stalinist control, have seceded
S from the parent body and set
-~ up an independent council.
1K " Michael Mann,
Director, has been put in charge
e campalgn At the same time, the FBI is
estigating the “validity” of the non-communist

ARBERS SECEDE — The largest local in
- CIO Barbers and Beauty Culturists Union,
resenting approximately 1,200 workers in New
rk City, dissafiliated from the Internatiomal

* % ¥

‘BTATE OF, UNION — Selective Service offi-
cials in the nation’s ten largest cities reported
an average of 72 per cent of the 24 and 25-
r olds called up for pre-induction physical ex-
1ations were unfit for military service.. Psy-

1afjor causes.
® ¥ %

LG VOTE — 42,000 workers in the women’s
and suit industry of New: York and New
ey voted almost unanimously for the union
hop in an NLRB poll conducted under the Taft-
artley Act. The union involved is the AFL La-,
@ Garment. Workers,

L I

ical Association Journal says: “In all prob-
ity more can be said in behalf of smoking
a form of escape from tension than against it.”
* % %
‘..RENCH POPULATION UP — Reversing the
var trend, France’s birth rate continues to
and her death rate to decline. Statisticians
the French Ministry of Public Health explain
‘post-war increase in births by the long war-
me separation of husbands and wives and the
ernment’s program of substantial aid for
amihes with many children,
* kW

AASS PICKETING — The CIO intends to ap-
1 to the courts the NLRB’s recent ruliag ban-
mass picketing.

R * % ¥

KRAVCHENKO SUIT — The French Tribunal
the Seine admitted the libel suit filed against
Stalinist-dominated newspaper, Lettres Fran-
es by Victor Kravchenko, author of “I Chose
“Freedom” and former Soviet purchasing agent.
ravchenko’s suit is based on the accusation
“printéd in the French paper that he was an agent
the U. S. Office of Strategic Services. Many
p):omment Stalinists have been cited as witnesses.
® k%

;PACK-INGHOUSE STRIKERS REINSTATED
w=-The CIO. Packinghouse Union won the rein-
‘Statement of 24 workers of Kansas City fired
by Armour & Co. for their strike activities. The
ecision was handed down by arbitrator Harold
Gilden. 17 of the reinstated workers were awarded

Chjcago CIO

honeurotic disorders and heart ailments were the

BMOKING OK — An editorial in the American

kﬂl:k ‘gay retroactive ko May 24/ 7 others were,.

reinstated only with s%niority rights. Discharge
of 5 workers was upheld.
* * *

CI0 BUREAUCRATISM — Phillip Murray,
Pres. of the CIO- Steel Union appointed an ad-
ministrator over Republic Steel local 1331 of
Youngstown. Mike Pochiro, local president and
all other local officers were suspended.

# ¥k &

4c INCREASE — Swift and Wilson meatpack-
mg companies announced a 4-cent hourly wage
increase for their production workers. Swift had
given a 9-cent increase last spring. It announced
that the new 4-cent “adjustment” makes the 1948
increase conform to the general third-round pat-
tern.

LW

E I

RENT GOUGING — The Chicago Area Rent
Control Board passed a resolution calling upon
the local housing expediter to establish a special
“shakedown detection section” to check complaints
against bonus-hungry and rent gouging landlords.
The Rent Control Board includes Michael Mann,
Chicago CIO Director and M. J. Meyer, attorney,
who is handling the leglal defense of James Kutch-
er, legless veteran fired by the Veterans Admin-
istration from his clerk’s job because of mem-
bership in the Socialist Workers Party.

LI .

SOME JUDGE — The Italian Government con-
firmed that Luigi Marantoni, the man who is

_Jjudging former Marshal Rodolfo Graziani, War

Minister under Musselini, was himself one of the
highest judges appointed by Mussolini in 1943.
The present Minister of Justice indicated, how-
ever, that the government is entirely satisfied
with Marantoni as a man of “high moral and
political qualities” and that it will permit him
to continue as judge in the case. Graziani is be-
ing tried for high treason.

* ¥ ¥ ¢

WANTS DEPRESSION — E. B. Gallaher,

head of the Clover Mfg. Co. of Norwalk, Conn.
told the second annual conference of purchasmg
agents meeting at Cincinnati: “We now have
reached a point in the present inflation where
it is very doubtful if it can be checked without
a total collapse of our entire economy. To my
way of thinking, everything should be done to
engineer a recession at once as the only way
to save our system of free enterprise.”

* % % )

PRESS. PROSECUTION — The NAACP an-

nounced that it would assist in the prosecution
of the murderers of Isiah Nixon, 28 year-old Ne-
gro of Alston, Ga. who was slaln by two white
brothers on Sept. 8 because he had voted in the
Democratic primary election.

* & %

ATOM BOMBING THE UE—David Lilienthal {:

sent a new letter to Albert Fitzgerald, President
of the CIO Electrical Union, declaring that he
was ordering the General Electric Corp. {o with-
draw recognition of the union in Schenectady
atomic plants; in addition to his previous direction
to GE to withdraw recognition at the XKnolls
Atomic Power Laboratory. The union took no
economic action but filed a $1 million damage suit
against members of the Atomic Energy Com-
mission and GE, . .
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ally all returned to wotk.

e Bus Drivers Talk Back

N. Y. bus drivers, members of the CIO Transport Union, howl down their International Presi-
dent, Michael Quill as he orders them back to work. The union called the men out on strike to win
long-overdue retroactive pay. But after five hours, Quill called the strike off and informed the mem-
bership that only a “demonstration” had been mtended. It was 24 hours before the bus drivers fin-

4

to a close.

" The debacle suffered by Chiang’s
armies in Manchuria and North
China gives substance to the boast
of Mao Tze-tung, chief of the
Chinese Stalinist party, that al-
most a quarter of the total area
of China has now been won, with
a population of 168,000,000.

Chiang’s defeat is also a defeat
for the reactionary foreign policy
followed by the Truman Ad-
mihistration. Since the close of
World War II, hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars have been poured
into the Chinese dictator’'s war
machine. American officers. have
groomed his forces and proffered
their advice in the campaigns.
American arms have been furnish-
ed Chiang’s troops and American
planes and ships used to trans-
port them.

Chiang - Kai-shek could never
have conducted his civil ® war
against the Chinese people with-

] out this aid.

At first.his American-equipped
aymies gave an imposing ap-
pearance of strength, but in their
long madrches 'against the Stalin-
ist-led armies they melted away,
whole armies disappearing either
by attrition or by mass desertions
and switches over to the opposite
camp. Much of the equipment
gent Chiang has turned up on
ihe other side.

CIVIL WAR

Chiang’s continuation of the
civil war after the enormous
destruction and “bloodshed suf-
fered by China'in the long con-
flict with Japan, led to devastat-
ing- consequences. The diversion
of manpower into .the armed
forces, the drain' on food supply

Harry Press Wins
Sizeable Vote
In San Francisco

BULLETIN

Semi-official returns from San
Francisco showed that Harry
Press, SWP
. candidate for
. Assembly
man from the
: 20th District,
i had received
¢ 1684 votes as
¢ against 10,261
: received by his
: opponent,
Thomas A.
Maloney, who
was endorsed by both the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties.
Press- is a member of the CIO
Marine Cooks and Stewards and
is now an active ‘militant in_the

West Coast maritime strike.

days of his regime are drdwmgt]l

Chiang’s U. S. Backers

Fear Regime’s Collapse

The staggering blow dealt Chiang Kai-shek by the fall of Mukden has sharply increased
the fears of his American backers in Big Business circles and the State Department that the

and available goods
fantastie inflation,

The latest desperate measures
to stem this inflation proved
utterly futile. The currency
“reforms” were doomed from the
beginning and the price con-
irols imposed only a few weéks
ago have now been abandoned,

The Chiang Kai-shek regime is
so visibly near the abyss that
even high Kuomintang officials
are publicly trying to dump their
chief in hope of salvaging some-
thing from the ruins. One elderly
official called for Chiang to take
a “vacation” in America, which is
a diplomatic way of telling him
to take a powder while he still
has time. )

The reaction of American Big
Business to Kiang’s defeats was
‘voiced by Roger D. Lapham,
former mayor of San Francisco
and head of the Economie Co-
operation Administration in
China. Ag a representative of the
West Coast shipping interests,
his opinion carries weight in
America’s ruling - circles. “The
over-all picture in China is pretty
gloomy,” Lapham declared Nov.
1. “Things are going badly for
the National Government. The
general situation has been slip-
ping down hill since June.”

brought

CIANG KAI-SHEK

Lapham advocated that “we
stick our neck out” to help the
bloody Chiang dictatorship,
meaning by that a vast increase
in arms shipments, He called for
a duplication of what’s being done
in Greece, Italy, France and the
rest of Western Europe, in the
Pacific theater. Unless far more
money is spent “on a cold war,”

Lapham feared that all of China
might go “communist.”

Lerner Scores Capitalist Politics

DETROIT, Oct. 31 — ‘At a
.public meeting of 200, sponsored
hy the Detroit branch of the Na-

tional, Associa-
 tion for the Ad-
! vancement of

Colored People,
Howard Lerner,
i SWP candidate
for Governor,
enounced the
Democrats and
i Republicans for
j betraying their
promises to the
tNegro people,
} and exposed the
treacherous re-
cord of Wallace

-Howard Lerner

and the Norman Thomas social-
ists.

In a stirring address, Lerner

declared: “My party, the Social-
ist Workers Party, fights for
complete equality for all peoples
both before elections, during
elections and after elections. The
Democratic and Republican parties
CLAIM they stand for equality.
Let’s look at the record.

“Phere is a Diggs Act in
slichigan making it a criminal
offense to diseriminate' in public
places against persons on account
of race, ecreed or color. Has

At NAACP Election Forum in Detroit

lifted one little finger to enforce
this act? You know the answer.

“Walk into a Jim Crow rest-
aurant. The proprietor violates
the law and refuses to serve you.
Who gets jailed? The criminal
owner? No. The Negro who
demands his rights!”

About the Democrats, Lerner
stated: “And has the Democratic
Mayor, Van Antwerp, done any-
thing but make pious speeches?
Is not segregation and dis-

crimination still practiced in
Detroit?” ‘
Mr. Lerner also scored the

hpoericy of Henry Wallace and
Norman Thomas.

Neither the Democratic or
Republican candidates put in an
appearance at the meeting.

Emanuel Seidler, gubernatorial
candidate for the Socialist party,
stated that he did not expect to
change anyone’s vote, but. asked
them to read the Socialist Call
and to vote their: “conscience.”
And this was all he said!

Leslie Perry of the

NAACP
gave the main address. ?

|—

$uhscﬁbe to
THE MILITANT

Republican Governor. Sigler here

NT

As the 60-day old Pacific Coast
maritime strike enters the third
month, danger signs are flashing
on .all fronts: (1) The ship

§ |operators remain adamant in their

refusal to negotiate with present
leaders of the CIO cooks and
iongshoremen - unions, claiming:
that this leadership is “irrespon-
sible”. and that negotiations
cannot be resumed until new
leaders willing to sign the Taft-
Hartley non-communist affidavits
are elected by the strikers.

2) Other striking unions, whose
officials have taken the yellow-
dog pledge, have negotiated con-
tracts or are reported to be will-
ing to resume negotiations. This
week the CIO Marine Engineers
Beneficial Association signed a
contract with "Pacific American
Shipowners Association, winning
a b.3 per cent wage increase which
brings the west coast scale to a
par with wages on the east coast,
The engineers were not officially
on strike, Consequently, the new
contract just signed by them
would appear to have little heal—
ing on the strike.

FIREMEN’S UNION ;
However, the ship operators
are again attempting to résume

Marine Firemen's Union which is
on strike. Officers of this union
have signed the non-communist
affidavits, and if the contract just
signed by ‘the MEBA is used as
a precedent, this union could like-
wise sign a contract 'and officially
end the strike. Of course the
members could not return to work
until the CIO longshoremen and
cooks were ready to go back. But
if the firemen settle and pull out
of the strike the picket lines will
be seriously weakened.

3) The probable need for strong
picket lines in the days ahead was
indicated’ by the announcement
this week that the AFL Sailors
Union of the Pacific was asking
members of the striking CIO
Cooks in the port of Seattle to
transfer their allegiance to the
SUP. Officials of the SUP have
signed the mnon-communist af-
fidavits and are calling for an
NLRB election in a move to grab
jurisdiction over the stewards
department.

4) Joseph Curran, president of
the CIO National Maritime Union
informed the leadership of the
striking CIO longshoremen that
“we want to support the strike.”
However,
protest against picketing of NMU

| ships in the ports of Seattle,

iLongview, and Tacoma (the latter
being the only large port on the
‘Pacifie Coast where AFL long-
shoremen have a contract) and
warned “that before you set
policy or give instructions in any

consult with the NMU first.”

INTERNAL DANGER

The greatest internal danger
to the strike at present is the
policy of the Stalinist officials of
the striking CIO longshoremen.
This policy, designed to win
“public sympathy” for the strike,
has resuled in strike-bound car-
goes being moved from the docks
in every major port except San
Francisco, in the loading and dis-
charging of some foreign-flag
ships, and the releasing of some
east coast NMU-contracted ships.

Attempting to  learn exactly
what the Stalinist strike policy
calls for, Curran, in his wire to
the longshore union, charged:
“Qur -reports indicate that you
have taken the position that any
cargoes carried from 'the east
coast in 'NMU vessels to any
ports, formerly serviced by the
West Coast struck companies, are
eonsidered diverted ships. While
at the same time the ILWU is
working all army. transports and
army cargoes and our reports in-
dicate that these vessels now
amount to better than-200 vessels.
While we are being asked to tie
up ships, the Sheppard Line
(which broke with Pacific Ameri-
can Shipowners' Association and
signed contracts Wwith the striking
west coast seamen’s. unions, and
18 presently operating vessels on
the east coast) is sailing under
agreement ~ and expanding its
operations. _

“Vice President Robertson (of
the CIO Longshoremen) informed
us that the ILWU was working
all army transports and army
cargoes. We are also informed
that some foreign ships are
opeyated and that 20 per cent of
the longshoremen are now work-

ing.”
STALINIST POLICY _
Curran’s charges clearly illus-

trate the confusion that has been

negotiations with the independent | .

he registered a sharp|-

way affecting the NMU, that you'
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Danger Slgns Are Loommg
In Pacific Marmme Strike

—® SAN F_RANL]SC0.0CL 3|— | created by the Stalinists’ pohey'

it has succeeded m__:__-:.
isolating the striking CIO long-

and that

shoremen and cooks’ unions out
here and preparing the ground

for a concentrated attack upon -

these two unions by the Water-
front Employers and PASA. In

this attack the employers count .

upon the full cooperation of the
government,  the aid of raiding
AFL unions, and the mdlﬂ'erence
of other unions involyed.

Curran actually is misinformed
when he reports that 200 Army
Transport- vessels are being
worked on this coast. The number
of Army Transports being work-
ed is indicated by the fact that
longshoremien in San  Francisco
have had less than two d(iyq work
per man per month. Thel average

work during the strike on'a coast- -

w.se basis has not greatly ex-

JOSEPH CURRAN

ceeded this. Curran is also
.mistaken in hig information that
20 per cent of the longshoremen
on a coastwise basis are working.
Less than 5 per cent is more
accurate.

The following American-flag
ships are now loading grain in

the Pacific Northwest: S§: “George’ . .

C. Perkins,” S8 “Edward Rufl-
edge,” SS “Charles Brantley
Aycock,” 8S “Jacob A. Wester-
velt.” The SS “Amierican Oriole”
loaded grain in Oskland and sailed
last weel. These vessels ‘are all
operated by east coast companies,
and are manned by NMU crews.
West coast agents for these

vessels are mémber companies of -

the PASA. Grain being loaded
in these ships is reportedly for
the Axmy, but the ships are all
pnvately operated.

The Stalzmsts argue that by
l(,.zdmg these ships the unions are
sp]lttmg the ranks of the em-
ployers,” Actually, the employ-
ers are the ones who are gaining
this: policy because the shipping
companies. are. collecting fees as
west coast agents, and they don’t
have to deal with any of the
striking unions since the per-
sonnel aboard is represented by
the NMU. Longshore labor is ‘em-
ployed by a dummy stevedoring
company, not a member of the
Waterfront Employers Associa~
tion.

BAD TREND

These instances of loosening
up the strike and allowing car-
goes dnd ships to move have not
yet materially affected the strike,
but if this trend continues the
length of the strike will surely
be greatly extended. The worst
effects of the present po]z(.y have
been noted in the growing tensjon
between the several maritime

unions, as all are involved either

directly or indirectly.

Pickets are more and more
questioning the whole Stalinist
strategy which allows work to
proceed behind the picket lines,
Nevertheless, the morale on the
lines. remains high, And there is
a growing determination to

straighten out ‘the pnhcy and

tighten up the strike.

Once a tight strike pohcy is
put through, the other unions will
rally to the defense of the em-
battled strikers ‘and all the
present suspicions and bickering
will be blocked - out. Workers
throughout the country are now
very uneasy about the recent
series of strike defeats and will
willingly pitch-in to help a fight-
mmg union whose leaders - show
that they mean business.

STRIKE SUPPORT

The support that the striking:

unions will be able to draw upon
has already been shown in a very
material manner. The AFL
Laborers union donated $5,000. to
the strike. The CIO Steelworkers
have sent. in :$10;000; : Other
unions  locally,: :

Sinalts, bt A i e
10, are now contributing from
| $50 to $150 per week, '

&
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