~ On the
: ,nmversary of

“The Militant”
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, By James P. Cannon |

The Mil'tant began its existencé 20 years ago as the organ of
the pionecr group of American Trotskyists who had revolted against
the Stalinist’ degeneration of the Communist Party. From the very
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first issue it was dedicated to the
struggle for orthodox Marxism,
This Marxism is not, as the
snivellers say, a “theology” or
a fossilized dogma, but the most
dynamic revolutionary theory

and guide to action ever: for-

mulated. This paper has ex-
pounded and deTended the doc-
trines of Marxism in 20 years ‘of
struggle against every form of
revisionism -and venegacy. That

.is the greatest merit of our Mili-

tant and the mdin reason why it
became and remains the dearest
treasure of the -revolutionary
vanguard; of the American work-
ing class.

QOur break with the Stalin-
ized Communist Parky neces-
sitated the formation of a new
organization. Along the way, we
established relations with groups

vt different or: gm who were advancing toward a revolutionary pro-
gram, and in the course of collaboration and unification with them,
the name of the organization was’ changed several times. In the
furtherance of our tactical struggle, The Militant, too, underwent
several temporary changes of name. Once it was suppressed alto-

gether for a time. This was the

price of our admission into the

Soc’alist Party in the days of its revolutionary ferment in 1936
and 1937. The government clipped The Militant’s wings and revoked
its second class mailing privileges during the war.

Straight Line of Continuity

J ’ !

"All these changes of name, of both the organization and its
paper, were matters of form only, as far as we were concerned. In
the essence of the matter, there is a straight line of cdnt_inuiby from
the first tiny tound.ing group of 20 years ago to the Socialist Work-
ers Party which has just carried through its first presidential cam-
paign. By the same token, our Militant of today, which has survived

grown tougher through all the difficulties and vicissitudes of
20 years of battle, is the same old Militant which made its first
appearance November 15, 1928. And it still defends, no less firmly
and effectively, we believe, the same program.

The original organization of expelled Trotskyists and their
paper, The Militant, appeared to be “new” manifestations struggling

against the

“old,” as represented by the Stalinized Communisv

Party. But this, again, was only the form, not the substance. The
new experiments in the domain of theory and politics were represent-
éd by “our opponents. They were the revisionists, not we. The
Stalinist dogma of “socialism in one country” was derived from a

lack of ‘confidence in the revolutionary. potential of the .interna-

tional working class. It implied the abandonment of the program of
iriternational proletarian revolution in favor of the réactionary-

utoplaniprogram of a national Russian *

‘socialism” co-existing . in-

definitely with capitalism in the rest of the world.

The latest crop of revisionists-turned-renegades, who are cur-
rently publishing their discoveries and confessmns, started out from
Stalinophobia but their fundamental motivation is the same as that
of the Stalinists. They, too, are disappointed by the failure of the
workers to deliver sécial'ism on time. They conclude from this that
the workers are incapable of, carrying through the liberating revo-
lution which Marxism foretells Stalinism has its roots in the same

misunderstanding. The Stalinists

and the Stalinophobes, like the

Colonel’s Lady and Judy O’Grady, are sisters under the skin.
For our part, we emphasized from the beginning, and never

¢ failed to repeat at every stage of our 20-year struggle, that we had

no new revelation. World Trdtskyism grew and developed by .its
affirmation—against all pessimists, skeptics, and renegades—of the

revolutionary nature of our epoch

and the profound -realism of the

-program for the revolutionary transformation of society.

Just at the moment when capitalism in Europe had regained a
certain stabilization in the decade following the First World War;
when American capitalism, expanding in an unprecedented boom,
dazzled the world with the claim that Ford had refuted Marx; when
a worn-out generation of Communists became Stalinist and traded
off their activity as working class revolutionists for the miserable
Tole of pressure groups for the Russian State bureaucracy—it was
just then that Trotsky proclaimed in his great Criticism of the Draft
Program of the Communist International: “There will be no lack of
revolutionary situations. And America, whose unplecedented boom
is preparing an unprecedented crisis, is included in this per spective
and can even be among the first in line.” That thesis, which simply

(Continued on page 2)
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OHIO STATE CIO BOARD f
BACKS KUTCHER DEFENSE

The case of James Kuytcher, the legless Purple Heart vet-
eran who was fired from his clerk $ job with the Veterans Ad-

ministration at Newark, N. J.,®
because of membership in the

Sotialist * Workers Par ty, con-
tinues -to attract ' nation - wide
attention and support from

defenders of civil liberties and
democratic rights,

At its recent meetl;lg the State

| Executive Board of the Ohio

CIO passed a resolution support-
ing the defense of James
Kuytcher and calling on all af-
fillated bodies to back- the case.
Among the. veteran, labor and
liberal organizations that have
endorsed the. work of the Kutcher
Civil Rights Committee are the
American Veterans Committes,
the National CIOQ Committee to
Abolish Discrimination, the
Baptist Ministers Conference of
Newark and vicinity, the New
Jersey CIO Council and  the
Newark AFL Teachers Union.
cIn a broadcast, sponsored by
the” Brotherhood ‘of Railroad
Trainmen over the ABC network
. 23, Dorothy Fuldheim
strongly protested Kutcher’s dis-

charge, remarking: “I.don’t know
anything about the

Soecialist
Workers Party and it doesn't
seem to be of much consequence,
but until there is a law passed
making membership in this par-
ticular party illegal, what justice
is there in commuting Ilse Koch’s
prison sentence and branding an
American boy who lost both legs
in the war as disloyal and depriv-
ing him of his job for belonging
to a party which, if anything, is
anti-Stalin? How many legs does
a young ‘American have to sacri-
fice to prove that he is a loyal
American ?”

An editorial on the case pre-
pared by a national syndicate, has
appeared in newspapers through-
out the country. The editorial is
entitled, “VA Sacking of Trot-
skyite Borders on the Ridiculous.”
It gives the facts of the case and
points out that while Kutcher,
who believes in socialism, has
been fired “we haven’t happened
to hear of any ultra-rightists
(such as Ku Kluxers and America
Firsters) getting sacked by the
government for disloyalty.”

The editorial maintains that

“It-is no exhlbxtlon of \rlgllance
when a man
federal job simply because he
‘does not believe in a democratic
republican :fgrlil of government

and a profit system of economy:

It is an exhibition of short-
sightedness, insecurity, and a
feur ‘unwarranted by the very
virtues of our form of govern-
ment. And since, in this case, the

Trotskyite-Stalirite hostility is a

matter of historical record, the
whole performance becomes down-
right ' silly.”

NATIONAL COMMITTEE

In ‘addition to the prominent
public figures reported in last
weel’s Militant, the following
have joined the national com-
mittee of . the Kutcher Givil
Rights Committce: Algernon D.
Black, Society for Ethical Cul-
ture; Arthur Burch, Attorney;
Dr. Abraham Cronbach, Hebrew
Union College, Cincinnati; Dun-
can Ferguson, sculptor; Clement
Greenberg, art critic of The Na-
txon, Carl Hplderman, New Jersey|
CIO President; Oscar Jager,
editor of -CIO Telephone Work-
ers Voice; Alfred Kazin, author
and critic; Bill Mauldin; Merle
Miller; Rev. A. J. Muste, na-
tional secretary, Fellowship of
Reconciliation; Lyman Paine,
architect; William Phillips gnd
Philip Rahv, co-editors of Par-
tisan Review; Willard A. Smith.
(The organizations are listed for
identification only.) \

Office Union Heads
Ask Oath Compliance

The international executive
board of the Stalinist-dominated
United Office and Professional
Workers of ‘America, CIO, has
recommended that the union file
non-Communist affidavits in com-
pliance with the Taft-Hartley
Act.

Although the union still opposes
this anti-labor law, James H. Dur-
kin, president of the union, said
the action was necessary for pro-
tection against “destructive raids
fostered by anti-union employ-
ers.”’

is. fired from a|,

Jack Kroll CIO PAC Dlrector_and JOSeph D. Keenan. Chau'-
man of the‘AFL Labor’s League for Political Educatlon, take credit
for- marshallihg the.votes that put. Harry S.-Truman.in the White'
House for another four years. Whether they will put in as much
energy forcing Truman to carry “oiit” hls pledges as they devoted
to campalgmhg for. his candidacy remams to 'be seen. Fed ‘Pictutes

Bohannan Wins
2,387 Votes in
Congress:Race

NEWAR K — William E.
Bohannan, ~Socialist ~Workers
Party - candidate “{ér Congress
in New Jerseys 11th District, is
credited with 2387 votes in' the
Nov. 2 election.” Only partial
returns have been recéived o

far on the SWP: Presuientlal and
Senatorial tickets.” .

favorably with .the 3,088 received
by Ulysses Campbell, Wallaceite
candidate in the same campaign.
Ca‘mpbel} had the.advantage of a
much bigger wmachine and: got
much more publicity in the capi-
talist press. In addition, Campbell
was widely and falsely advertised
as the only New Jersey Negro
candidate for Congress. The 11th
District has-the biggest Negro
caoncentratjon in the state.

Bohannan’s vote, more than 2%
of the total, represents a marked
increase over the one he received
in the same district two years
ago, when the Wallace party had
not yet been formed.

The 11th District congressxonal
seat wasg won by a Democrat,
'who beat out the Republican in-

cumbent by less than 2,000 votes.

Bohannan’s vote: comp a res|.

Myra Weiss Geis

- 11,016 Votes in

Calif. 19th Blst

LOS. ANGLLES,,NOV 8 —
Myra“ Tanner' We Sonal"t
Workers Party ¢andidate for US

Representative” from - the 19‘r,h,

Congressional , District,: who. cam-

paigried on the-program of “reyo-

hitionary. socialism, received 1,016
votes-.on Nov. 2, according to
electlon returns just annoﬁhced

This impressive vote for, Trot-
ekylsm was won by an energetlc
campaign ecarried through ‘With
small resources. In addition to ad-
dressing numerous indoor and
outdoor SWP election rallies,
Comrade Weiss spoke befme Sev-
eral forums in debate 'with her
capitalist party opponents. SWP
members and sympathizers dis-
tributed literature widely through
the area.

The Democrat Holl.fleld “who,
also had the backing of the Wal-
laceites, was elected with about
78,000 votes. The Repubhczm
Quigley got 22,000 " votes. A1-

though the Wallaceite Indepén-|

dent Progressive Party withdrew
its candjdate’ Berman in fdvor of
Holifield, the action came too late
to remove Berman’s name from
the ballot. He received 1,800
votes. - .

‘| ministration-ingpired press

" Plans New “Subsfitute” ‘Billhf
To Continue Union Rgsfm,,,,s_ :

; By Art Preis :
On the morning after Electwn Day, - Truman <
greeted the news of his victory w1th “Labor did it} 7

Béfore another 24 hours went by, Truman and hns' |
5 Sl

advisers began to hedge
on the key' campaign

promise to labor --.the

unqualified pledge to repeal the
Taft-Hartley Act.

Now, we are informed by Ad-
re-
ports,, Truman intends to push
for repeal of the Slave Labor
Law — BUT. That big “but” is
his plan to seek passage of a
substitute anti-labor law which

will contain some of the worst|

features of the Taft -Hartley Act
itself.

If Truman is already trying to
welch on his one unambiguous
campaign promise, ‘we can well
imagine the sad fate in store for
his.other promises: on civil rights,
which his administration- consis-
tently violated; on inflation, which
his arms budget will fuel stil
{urthér; on -housing, which has
remalned in .agute eyisis...

- On. Mo 4, Truman’s- Secretary
of Labor Maurice J. Tobin re-
vealed that: the President is pre-
paring ' a new labor laWw to offer
at thé same time that he calls on
the 81st Congress to repeal the
‘Taft-Hartley Act: This substitute
law, .said Secretary Tobin, will be
“fait, to both workers and ma-
nagement,” That’s what was said
about the Taft-Hartley Act too.

PRESSURING LABOR-

The Administration is already
pressuring organized labor to
“get together” with the employ-
ers, looking to an “agreement” on
the provisions of a new law. The
press — adapting its tactics to
the new situation — is beginning
ta hammer away on the need for
lahor to make “concessions” to
the employers.

Industry, reports labor corres-
pondent Louis Stark in the Nov
6 N.Y. Times, has reacted with
“surprise” and “pleasure” at the
opportunity Truman is now af-
fording the employers to help
write another “fair” law regulat-
ing the unions. If the Taft-Hart-
ley Act is to go, they will not
lack “substitutes.” Truman’s own

HARRY s TRUMAN

Among his pwn
sals during the pa
heve i been & work

gover nment selzule pla,n :
the wuse of mJunctlons a
qtnkee affectmg the “pubhc
fare.”

NET hF‘FEC’I‘ \ -

The nét effect of any ‘or hll of o
these .restrictions ..would- g to
continue. many of the basic prifs
ciples of the Taft-Hartley Achi.

Louis -Stark, in the Nov,'. 7
N.Y. Times, reports that ‘“thdge
conversant with the views of in-
fluential union figures .believe -
that they would be willing-t6'give
the nod to a law which would en-
compass” most or all of -thése
principles. AFL Président: Wils:
(Connnued on page H
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Labor’s Perspectives and the

By E.R. Frank

By a peculiar and unforseen

“turn of events, the Democratic

Party has been swept back into
office and the crisis of the two-
party sysitem has for the time
being been transferred to the Re-
publican Party:

The Democratic Party, split on
both the right ana left at the

‘ time of W% Philadelphia conven-

. .may

tion, facing what appeared an in-
escapable defeat and a sharpening
party crisis, has instead — con-
founding all' the analysts
gained the support of the major-
ity of the voters and the powers
of government and patronage.
‘Let us re-check our analysis in
the light of the election figures
fo see where we were wrong and
where we<were right so that we
more accurafely draw the
‘reality of the political picture in
America,

DEMOCRATIC CRISLS

We said last summer that the
Democralic party was in a crisis
and that this crisis, stemming
from the conflict of hostile social
groups within the party, was
bfought on by.the mounting dif-
ficulties and drive to reaction of
American imperialism. “New
Dedlism” — the policy of grant-
'ing ‘concessions -to the working
people — became a’ luxury that
‘hatd-pressed Amerijcan-capitalism

cuuld ﬁo, longer afford. The pe-

nod of the “cold war” with Rus-
sia became likewise the period of
the Taft-Hartley law, witchhunts,
spy scares, labor injunctions,
union busting and lowered living
standards at home. Naturally,
this policy, carried through under
the Truman% administration, alie-
nated the labor and liberal forces,
who were becoming increasingly
antagonistic to the Democratic
Party and groping for new poli-
tical mediums of expression.

This saw 'one manifestation in
the split-of Wallace, who with the
belp of the Stalinists, launched
his “Gideor:’s Army” and attempt-
ed to fill the political vacuum
created by the groundswell of
opposition developing in the Am-
erican  people. Truman’s last
minute attempt to cozen the labor
znd liberal forces by his civil
rights program only seemed to
wmake matters worse: The work-
ing people and the liberals re-
mained skeptical while the de-
claration provoked the Southern
rebellion climaxed by the Dixije-
crat split. So matters stood at the
time of the Philadelphia conven-
tion of the Democratic Party.
Thus far, our analysis of the
events appears to have been more
or less correct.,

To coneretize this in terms of
parties and votes, it is reasonable
to assume that had the election
taken ‘place right-at this point
lastv July, Truman would have

beon .defeated, Dewey would have

teen clected, Wallace would have
polled some three to fwe million
votes.

IMPORTANT SH[FT\

Obviously an important politi-
cal shift occurred between July
and November. What was it and
what was the reason for it?

The election figures show: 1.
That the bulk of the Wallace
vote — say two million — shifted
over Lo Truman; 2. That an im-
portant segment of the farm
Lelt vote changed over from Re-
publican to Truman. 3. That the
labor vote was successfully mo-
bilized behind the Democratic
party.

Let us begin first with the last
and most important point.

After moving heaven and earth
to dump .Truman and have the
Democratic Party run a less com-
promised figure, the trade union
bureaucracy reluctantly dccepted
his candidacy and began in dead
edrnest to line up their member?
ship back of the Democratic Par-
ty. Truman, for his part, deserted
by his Democralic associates, the
big c¢ity machines and the Big
Business backers, with all of the
dopesters and pollsters freely pre-
dicting his defeat, embarked on a
course of desperation. For sheer
demagogy and brass, it was a
performance unprecedented in the
memory of living persons.

As Truman’s campaign got un-

derway, it bécame. obvious tha.t

his only chance was in arousing
the labor vote and he pitched his
speeches and proposals primarily
to the workers. By the same token,
the trade union leaders, who at
the Phxladelphla. conventlon had
less voice and influence in detér-
mining candidates than at the
1944 convention, emerged as the
main organizational and social
force behind Truman,

The results prove that they
succeeded beyond their fondest
hopes in gathering up the labor
vote. They not only were decisive
in reelecting Truman, but in giv-
ing the Democrats both houses of
Congress, electing a string of
Democratic governors and defeat-
ing over 100 Congressmen who
had voted for the Taft-Hartley
Act. The combination, in other
words, of Truman’s demagogic
social progressive program, the
capitulation of the trade union
Jeaders.to Truman and their cam-
paign in mobilizing the working
masses behind the Democrats, was
the determinant in catapulting
the latter back inte power and in
the process swamping the Wal-
laceites. The “Gideon’s Army” is
no longer a significant political
force and the Stalinist attempt to
build a Peoples Front with them-
selves as the powerhouse has
failed dismally.

THE REASONS
, What accounts for the astound-

ing success. of “the trade umion

Meamng of Tiuman 's Vlctorvlz

bureaucracy in getting out the
labor vote in contrast to their in-
effectiveness in 19467 What ac-
counts further for thé shift in
sentiment betwéen July ahd Nov-
ember?

The ruling plutocracy, in the
words .of Walter Lippman, “over-
played its  hand” and the Repub-
lican Party, mistaking the tem-
per of the masses, openly asso-
ciated itgelf with the program of
reaction. That is the explanation
in a nut shell. The Republican
brain-trusters misread their par-
tial and temporary victory in the
immediate post-war period as
spelling a mounting wave of re-
action which they could safely
ride in much the same manner as
they did after the first world war.
They did succeed in thrusting the
country into a wave of reaction
and embroiling the labor move-
ment in red-baiting and fratrici-
dal warfare. But they went too
far and they went too fast.

At the same time that their
reactionary campaign seemed to
be proceeding with impunity on
all fronts, the Republicans were
disgracing. themselves in the eyes
of the werking masses as the
party of Big Business, 'which
stood for high prices; oltrageous
profits, union busting, no houg-
ing, ne civil rights and prepara-
tion for war, Reaction was pro-

ceeding with impunity, not be-
cause of the support or even ac-
qmescense of the Workers, the

Negroes, the lower middle classes,

‘but because the working masses

had no avenue of protest or ade-
quate means to break the pattetn.

As a matter of fact, the Re-
publican victory of 1946 was not
secured because of growing in-
fluence amongst the workers.
What happened was simply that
a section of the middle cldss,
given no independent program or
leadership by the labor move-
ment, swung to the Republicans
as a means of casting a protest
vote. And many workers didn’t
bother to vote in the elections,
becausc after Truman’s strike-
breaking and turn to reaction,
they could not see very much dif-
ference between the ‘Democrats
and Republicans. i

Put unlike the deep—}zoing poli-
tical shift after the first world
war, this one represented a short-
lived ebb, which quickly gave
way to a resurgent liberal senti-
ment consequent upon ‘the -un-
folding of the Blg Busmes§ pro-
gram of repression and reaction.

TURN OF EVENTS ,
Not only wak this shift of genti-
ment far greater than we sus-
pected or understood, but by a
novel tuin of events, the most
discredited politician in"the coun-
try, who had broken more strikes
and secured more injunctions

.

thaf any other President, became.
By .an un-|

its chief beneflclary
forseen twist of cucumstances 1t

L]

temporau]y assumed the form of
Ttumaliite power, only because of
the absence of any other practica]
chanhel for mass expression and
o¥gatiization.

Theé rmechanies of this bizarre
development. are now — after the
event - completely clear to us.

To tecdpitulate: The véry iso-
lation and désperation of the Dem-
ocratic party as it cdme into its
Philadelphia conventidbn, plus the
threat implicit in the Wallacé de-
fection on the left in the loss of
labor and Negro support, led to
the adoption of the civil rights
plank and the consequent split of
the extreme Southern bourbon
wing. This, in turn,- giving the
Democratic party another shove
to the left, led to the attempt to
hypnotize the electorate again
with the slogans and watchwords
of Roosevelt's all- but-{buued New
Deal: Then, as the campaign pro-
gressed and the pollsters con-
tinued to turm thumbs down on
the Democrats, Truman threw all
restraint to the winds and took
over bodily the program’of the
AFL and CIO, even trying to
steal Wallace’s thunder — in-
cluding his “peace” plank of man-
to-man dealings with Stalin.

SOCIAL DEMAGOGY

This campaign of unrestrained
social demagagy gained all the
more. in effectiveness as it stood
out in such contrast to the speech-

és'of Déwey, who'openly defendéd!

the works of the 80th Congress
and associated himself with  the
Taft-Hartley law. ; ’ k5t

Thus. Truman — under whoser
three-year adrmmsma.twn a.ll the
evils had taken place — was able
to present hiniself as the opposis
tion eritic fighting for a liberd]
pohcy against the insidious. de=.
signs and foul conspiracies of the -
Wall Street cliques represented
by the Repubhcan party. And:
thus, the trade union and numer-
ous Negro leaders and their FBR. .
liberal allies helped enlist “the:
working masses behind him. '

Tt was a triumph for the pohcy‘
of the “lesser. evil” The §8.
ferment which had been building
up was successfully channelled in
support of Truman, so much.so, =
that at the end, 'even a sizeable
section of Wallace supporters de- -
cided they could .achieve théir
aims better by voting for Tru-
man. -

The additional factor that . he]p-‘ i
ed cinch Truman’s victory Was,
the definite shift; to the Dems=
ccrats of a sfall but important
part of the rural vote in the thid-
west farm belt. The break in farm
prices made the farmers féarful
of a possible ehmmatlon of th

government price- “suppork ”bro

gram. The direct tie-up. of ;
Republican high-command’ with
the eastern bankers and the sus-
picion that an_attempt would be:

(Col;tmund ‘on pege 2)
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he Debacle of

allace’s Thir d

Capitalist Party

By Art Preis

" The unexpectedly small vote
for Henry Wallace has dealt a
devastating blow to the preten-
glohs, ' of his new. Progressive
Partgr It lgad entered the 1948
eléetion eampaign with the avow-
éd:aim of emerging as a major
party, at the very:least holding
the Balance of power. between the
Democrats and Republicans. It
fell far short of its goal,

Wallace in one elated mood,
wgntrso far as to foresee for him-
self: the possxblhty of a 20-million
yote. “Over 10 million” was the
thore -cantious , estimate of the
Wallacéites. ,The .. pollsters, . with |
what they Qbought was extreme
donservatism, gave Wallace in
advance from 2% million to 4
million votes. He recéived less
th&n 1,200,000 votes, more than

hialf of them in New York, stgte

“Even the Nov. 4 Daily Worker,
Sf,a]imst mouthpiece, confesses:
¢The vate .for . Wallace, it must
bé adimitted, -fell <below -not- dnly
thé unrealistic quotas assigned to
him by certain forces, but even
below what his most sober sup-
potters, including this paper, had
sugpected ”

POPULAR. FIGURE

In the past, Wallace had been
a’very popular figure among the
-waorkers,.and was hailed in most
labor cireles as, Roosevelt’s
“Grown Prince.” He: is: certainly
fyore ilmpressive as a personality
than the .colorless. Truman: And
-the restlts of the election, insofar
as. they show a smashing repudia-
tion of the 80th Congress and all
_its works, demonstrate that the
" Ameriean. working . people are
movmg leftward and are recep-
tive to progressive ideas. The de-
bacle of the Wallace. party cannot
bé  attributed, thegefore, to lack
of a populay leader or a reac-
tlonary trend in the masses.

The fatal weakness of the Wal-
lace ‘movement was its attempt
to by-pass the official labor
movement, If this election proved
anything at all, it proved that no
mnew mass progressive political
party .in this country can get to
first base without the solid sup-
port of organized labor.

Wallace and his backers tried
'to build a party by circumverting
the unions. The workers, in their
overwhelming number, refused
the bait. Although millions of
them are ready to break with the
two-party monopoly of the Dem-
v+gerats and Republicans, they want
to build a new party through their
own organizations, the unions.
They are loyal to their unions
and ‘seek an answer to their pro-
‘bléms, in the political as well as
the economic field, through their
own . class organizations.

Wallace and his lieutenants

‘S'l'_ay Death Sentence
Of Greek Unionists

The lives of ten promment lead-
-ers -of Greek trade unions were
temporarily saved when the Uni-
ted Nations asked King Paul to
sugpend “their death sentences.
The puppet king granted the re-
.-guest.

“The union heads were charged
with: leftist activities. Under the
. @lucksburg dynasty installed by
i Anglo « American imperialism
strikers- in Greece are subject to

thought they could brush aside the
official organizations of the work-
ers and win the workers simply
through social demagogy. But the
major capitalist parties are no
less adept at demagoé‘y than Wal-
lace — and they have far more

facilities and resources. for dis-

seminating. this demagogy.
Indeed,. in its. pest-moirtem on
“‘The Meéaning. of Truman’'s.Elec-
tion,” the Daily Worker -complains
that “Truman won the election by
a hypocritical copying of the
speeches of Franklin - Roosevelt
and by imitating: 8¢ 1much as he
dared the charges of the Progres-
sive Party and’ Henty . 'Wallage.”
He even “stale!? Wallace!s #peace”
program, lyments the Daily Work-
er for “Trumah won: support
when he announced-—even though
he did not, carry ouf—the Vinson
peace mission to Moscow.”

. This'i dis-also gaying: that Truman
i& a more -effeetive demagogugz
than Wallace—which is doubtful.
T{uman had. one, thing’ especm]ly
that Wallace lacked—the support
of the unions.

Now that their adventure hag|

ended so discreditably, the Stal-
inists are attemptmg to shift the
blame to others in the Wallace
coalition, Thus, the Daily Werkey
discovers “that the pro-Wallace
labor forces did not sufficiently
combat the ‘lesser evil’ illusion”
and that this “undoubtedly had
its influence in their ranks and
weakened their practical work.”

CP HYPOCRISY

This is a prime sample of the
unbounded Stalinist hypocrisy.
No one has propagated ‘the fal-
lacious and pernicious theory of
the “lesser evil” more vigorously
than the Stalinists, Since 1935 in
this country they have preached
the choice of the “good” capital-

ist politician as the “lesser evil”|

to the “bad” capitalist politician.

The Stalinists were among the
most loyal.and uncritieal suppor-
ters of Roosevelt.” And they con-
tinue to peddle the doctrine of the
“lesser evil” to this day—that is
the very essence of then‘ support
of Wallace.

For what is Wallace but a capi-
talist politician seeking to build
a third liberal capitalist party?
And what ‘have the Stalinists been
preaching throughout this elec-
tion campaign but support of -the
“progressive” capitalist politician
Wallace as a “lesser evil” to the
“reactionary” Truman? .

At this writing, the leaders of
the Wallace party are meeting in
Chicago to consider their “next
step.” But in whatever direction
they turn, the future. of the Wal-
lace movement is dubious, indeed.

BLEAK FUTURE

Without a labor base, with no-
thing but a program of social de-
magogy that Truman has already
“stolen,” the Wallace movement
rests on-foundations of sand. The
first momentum and enthusiasm
of the Wallace movement have
‘been cut short by a demoralizing
set-back at the -polls. Now its
internal conflicts, muffled before
the elections, will come fo the
fore, The uneasy -coalition be-
tween its ex-Democratic liberals
and the Stalinist-wing is not like-
ly to survive intact during the
hard and bleak existence ahead.

The Wallace debacle is likewise
the debacle of the Stalinist at-
tempt to, build a significant Peo-

the death penalty.

ples Front movement in the Uni.
ted States.
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heart of Trotskyism.

Lenin.

this did not mean that we were
o’clock tomorrow morning,”
and as Norman Thomas, the

easily to impatierice and despair, -

(Continuéd from pggé 1.
reasserted the theory  of Marx and the practlse of Lenin, is the

It was on the basis of the old program of Marx1sm brought up
to date in application to new events, but unchanged in fundamentals,
that the Trotskyist parties, the only revolutionary organizations in
the world, were constructed in the long" period of reaction which
followed the isolation of the Russian revolution and the death of

|Central Characteristic of Troiskyism

Unshakeri confidence in the revolutionary perspectives was the
central characteristic of the American Trotskyists who started The
Militant 20 years ago. Then, as now, that is what distinguished and
set us apart from all other tendencies in the labor movement. But
“announcing the revolution for 11
as the philistines: were fond of saying,
“great 'moral hero”
renegades, repeated, with incredible vulgarity,.in his debate with
Dobbs. These philistine jibes were a misrepreséntation amounting
to slander. Trotskyism took sober account of the depth of the
reaction that had set in, and explained that it could only be deepened
and prolonged by the defeats which flowed from .the false policies
and betrayals of the Stalinists and the Social Democrats.

We promised no quick and easy victories to the new recruits
who erilisted under our banner in the early days. We foresaw a long
ﬁght ahead and tried to prepare our movement to go through it and
survive it. The Militant has constantly explained: The inevitable
victory of socialism, whieh we proclaim, is 2 historic prognoesis and
not a promissory note to be paid at the bank on a definite day and
date. The time schedules of a historic epoch do not always coincide
with the life span of individuals. Those who fail to keep this in
mind are apt to lose their sense of proportion and give way too

of the neo-

The death agony of capitalism can be prolonged by mistakes
and betrayals of the workers’ leadership and the defeats which flow
from them; or it can be shortened, and the socialist reorganization
of society can be brought nearer, by etfective work to construct a

Our Militant has waged this

expected.

These Are Our Victories

educated cadres who have shown

These are our victories.

quered is firmly ours. We, are

working class,

Long may she wave!

- -

Oth Annive f ‘The Militant’
party capable of leading the revolutionary struggle Genuine revo-
lutionists can only conclude from this that it is necessary to work
harder, in the face of any hazards or difficulties whatever, to build
the revolutionary party as a combat organization against capitalism,

and against all forms of revisionism and renegacy w}}ich represent
capitalist influence and pressures Within the labor movement: -

all-sided fight since its first issue,

and we hail it proudly on its 20th Amnniversary. It has been the
‘chief instrument in the building of our party which has just gone
through a new higher stage of its development in its first presi-
dential election campaign. It is not easy to build a revolutionary
party in the richest and strongest country of world capitalism. We
‘have suffered defeats and disappointments, and the span of time
between. the formulation of the program of revolutionary struggle
and the -realization of its goal is stretching out even longer than

But we have victories to our credit, and they are important
ones too. Our party and its Militant have preserved and defended
the revolutionary program against every assault from every quarter,
from the outside and from within, and we are more firmly united
than ever: on the basis of the program. We have assembled and

how to penetrate deeply into the

trade union movement, and‘to carry on a sustained agitational and
practical activity there, without altering theiy fundamental pro-
gram or losing sight of the historic goal. Qur party membershlp is
rich in youthful energy and courage and confidence in the future.

Nothing was given to us. Every inch we gained was gained in
struggle. For that-reason we feel that the ground we have con-

well aware that this is only a

‘beginning, that greater difficulties and harder struggles are ahead.
But it is a good beginning, and. it has prepared us to’face with
confidence anything the future may hold in the progress of the
through struggle, to its secialist destiny. Our
Militant has been a herald and a doughty battler for that destiny.

Labor’s

; 'g(Continued from, page 1)

. miade to reduce farm prices suf-
ficed—to vreverse the farmers’
swWing. toward ‘the GOP back
again toward the Democrats. In
thése states Truman received a
wvote from two to six- per cent
* higher than Roosevelt did in
1944,

TRUMA_N VICTORY

The Truman victory has re-
vealed many things that were

Prospe

obséuré befme and has abruptly

altered the political climate of
the country.

Rirst and foremost, the labor
movement has displayed a colos-
sal power and prowess in organ-
izing the workers for political as
well as trade union aims. In
Roosevelt’s day, it was never en-
. tirely clear whether the trade
union bureaucracy was mobilizing
the vote behind Roosevelt, or just
moving in behind his coattmls
There is no ambiguity about the
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class line-ups or what is. taking
place any longer. “Labor did it,”
were Truman’s first words after
the election. There is no doubt
about it and everybody knows it.
The labor movement stands at
the pinnacle of its strength and
the election results will imbue it
with an unprecedented self-con-
fidence. We can surely look forw-
ard to a new insurgency on the
part of labor, a further process
of politicalization and a continued
and augmented leftward swing:

Next, the political climate has
changed overnight. We will now
witness a brief postiude — an
autumnal flowering — of the New
Deal.

NEW PARTY

It would be wrong, however, to
imagine that the Democratic Par-
ty that kas emerged from the
1948 electoral vietory is the same
party as that of the first Truman
administration or even of Roose-
velt’s New Deal. True, the labor
movement had an alliance with
the Roosevelt administration, but
it was the supplicant in that al-
liance, it was the “country cousin”
of the Roosevelt family. Now,
under the blows of social neces-
sity and the imperative need for
adaptation, the Democratic party
has transformed itself into a spe-
c¢ial American variation of the
European Peoples Fronts. The al-

.j liance of the working class with

the hberal ‘bourgeoisie has here
been consummated in truly unique
and original. fashion.

-In contrast to Western Europe,

the working class still has no
party of its own but operates
through the medium of its trade
unions and. their political emana-
tions. The libéral bourgeoisie
likewise has no party of its own
but operates as a loose conglome-
ration through various commit-
tees. And both belong to and op-
erate within the framework of
the Democratic Party — one of
the two organizations controlled
and dominated by Big Business.
Moreover, this Peoples Front was
not forged in a revolutionary pe-
riod to forestall a rising, revolu-
tion and channelize it back into
capitalist paths but represented
an opportunist electoral combina-
tion designed to hurl back reac-
ticn and bring back the era of
New Deal politics, while at the
same time forestalling the rise of
a new Labor Party. The labor
leaders thus for the moment solv-
ed the crisis of the Democratic
party, in return for which they
will secure a few crumbs and a
short breathing.spell for the labor
movement.

PEOPLES FRONTS

But we Marxists knéw from
our study of the European Peo-
ples Fronts and our knowledge

of the social forces and their di-

rection. and aims in America how®
this new bizarre edition of the
Peoples Front will operate and
how it will perform under the
stress of the contradiction of
American imperialism and the
sharpening class struggles. We
know how the program of war
preparations, huge military budg-
ets, propping up dictators and
tyrants abroad, ensuring high pro-
fits to the American monopolists

must and will collide with the]

needs and aspirations of the Am-
erican masses. The disillusion-
ment of the people who supported
Truman is bound to grow apace
as they experience the gap be-
tween promise and performance.
The 48 electoral combination that
swept Truman into power will
begin cracking; the crisis of the
Democrati¢ party, postponed by
the electoral -victory, will again
flare up and rage far more furi-
ously than before, and ‘will pave
the way for the emergence of
the solid labor political bloc —
forged in this election — under
its own banner and in its own
name.

Subscljibe to

THE MILITANT
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t of Truman Victory

4, 500,000 German
Workers Schedule
1Day Protest Strike

A call for a one-day general
strike by the 4,600,000 organized
workers in the American and Bri-
tish occupation zones of Germany
has been issued by the bi-zonal
trade union leaders.

The strike, set for November
18, is to protest rising prices and
put pressure on the Kconomic
Council to proclaim a state of
emergency. Other demands in-
clude legislation against hoard-
ing, the return of price controls
and rationing and the socializa-
tlon of basic industry.

The American and British
military authorities have not yet
announced their attitude toward
the scheduled strike. General Clay

command of the occupation troops
will decide what strikes are “legi-
timate” and what are “purely
political.” ®

Recently American soldiers
clashed with German workers
demonstrating against high
prices, General Clay tried to jus-
tify this repressive action with
a statement in Stars and Stripes,
the Army newspaper, that “We
will not tolerate anything which
retards -Germany’s recovery or

costs the United States money.”

recently declared that the high|:

World

e By Joseph

Blti'er Coal Strike
Underlines Treachery |
Of Stalinists

Our Paris correspondent writeg
that the striking.miners scored .4
number of syccesses in theé flrst
days of 4onf1xct with French-gov-
ernment, troops. In one instance,
100 gendarmes and their Colonel
were taken prisoner by the
miners. In other cases they were
forced to retreat from the mines,
abandoning jeeps, trucks, helmets,
rifles, tear gas grénades, and so
on.

The militancy of the mine work-
ers is one more demonsgtration of
the admirable fighting qualities
of ¢he French working eclass, It
follows similar demonstrations by
the rubber workers, the metal
workers and the railway workers.
Most impressive is the ability of
the workers to recover from de-
feats such as the collapse of the
general strike of November-Dec-
ember 1947,

Victory could surely be won by
the miners if they had the right
kind of leadership. But the Stalin-
ists plunged the eoal miners into
this bitter struggle without a
clear-cut politieal objective to in-
spire the strikers and the rest of
the working class. .

The Stalinists want to win
posts in the capitalist govern-
ment, utilizing the unions undeér
their control as pawns in this
treacherous game. But the basic
problems faeed by the workers
such as the rising cost of living,
the lack of congumer goods; the
slowness of recenstruction, the
danger of another war and the
menace of a fascist vietor§ in
France car be solved only by put-
ting a Workers and Farmers Gov-
ernment in powers

Only a decisive drive to oust
the capitalists from power can
unify the French workers, inspire
the middle class with. hope and
lead Frarce out of the morass.

The failure of the Stalinists to
guide the struggle into this chan-
rel is paving the way for de
Gaulle, the would-be fascist dicta-
tor of France.

The French Trotskyists have
condemned the shooting of strik-
ers and the government’s brazen
infringement. of civil liberties in
arresting foreign-born workers
who joined the strike., The French
Trotskyists likewise condemned
the Stalinist tactic of “whirling
strikes” because it dissipates the
energy of the workers,

Fourth l'n'ternb;idhal
Calls for World Aid
In Fight on Gaullism

The Executive Committee of
the Fourth International has is-
sued an appeal to workers of the
entire world to help the French
working eclass in its struggle
against the danger of a de Gaul-
list dictdtorship.

.General de Gaulle seeks power,
says the appeal, in order to re-
store a regime similar to that
of Marshall Petain under the
Nazis, Sugh a regime means “pro-
seription of the trade unions and
the working class parties, aboli-
tion of democratic rights and
liberties, of violence and terror
against the working class, and
war against the colonial peoples
with redoubled vigor.”

The source of the fascist dan-
ger in France lies in the inability
of decayed capitalism: to grant
concessions and reforms to  the
toiling masses. The
ruling class is-so weak that dem-
ceracy has become an “impermis-
sible luxury” and the capitalists
must resort increasingly to brutal

capitalist [

Hansen

and naked repression to maintain
their rule..

The appeal polnts out ithat de
Gaullism finds “congiderdble sup-
port among American imperialist
circles.” In their preparations for
a Third World War, the Amer-
| ican, capitglists count on the es-
tabiishmcnt of .a .“strong stafe”
in France to “tame the .workers.”

The appeal calls on the French
workers to break from Stalinist
leadership and “together with the
militants .of the International
Communist Party
French section of the Fourth In-
ternational, show the workers of
the whole ‘world the path of the
proletarian revolution and of the
construction of soeialism.”

In addition the rhanifeste calls
pay close attention to the situa-
tion in France, to do everything
rossible to give material and
moral aid to their French bro-
thers in struggle, and to call for
a “total struggle against the
danger of a de Gaullist dictator-
ship, a struggle that you will
support by all the means at your
disposal.” ,

—_—

Sj‘olmlsts Impeése
““New Democracy”
In Czechosiovakia

The “new - democracy” in the
countries dominated by Moscow
is being molded in strict conform-
ity with the pattern forced on the
Soviet Union by the Stalinist oli-
garchy.

For “agitation against the peo-
ples democratic systém;” that-is,
exercising the right of  free
speech, punishment in a concen-
tration camp varies from three
months to three years. . . , -

Anyone disseminating news
which the Stalinist authorities
decide might foment any kind of
unrest, is subject to similar brutal
penalties. If the news’is false,
then sentence ranges frem 16 days
to one year. If the news happens
to be true, the sentence is made
more lenient, ranging from eight
days to six months.

wise frowned on by the Stahmst-
dominated regime, the corrective
measures applicable to those ex-
pressing their opinion being sen-
tences ranging from three months
to three years.

Any of these crimes may invite
even more savage sentences smee
an over-all “treason” law covers
all activities which, according to
one spokesman of the Czechoslo-

,vgkian regime “might tend ‘to

disrupt the peoples’ democratie
strueture of the state.” Under this
law people exercising -their right
to free speech free .assembly, or
any. other ‘of the traditional dem-
ocratic rights “will be* punished
in the same manner as sabotage
in war time” such acts being “re-
garded as acts of treason.”

It is not even necessary to com-
mit an dvert act to set in motion
the corrective provisions of these
“democra.tlc" laws. Failure to e-
port “anti-government activity”
is a most serious offense. In one
locality, school teachers - were
sentenced to nine years imprison-
ment for v1olatmg this totahtar-
ian law. Their “crime” against
the Stalinist-dominated govern-
ment was failure to report the

“anti-governmental activities” of
hoys under their care.

The young students who en-
gaged in these activities were .of
course given a much more severe
sentence in accordance with the
enormity of their crime.
maximum sentence handed out to
them by the Stalinist dispensers

of justice was.18 years in prison,

i The 15-week-25¢ sub is hereby
discontinued, after playing a very
1mportant — ‘but costly — role
in the greatest election campaign
in the history of the Socialist
Workers Party. No more 25¢ subs
will be accepted after those now
in the mail have been entered.

The 25¢ sub helped sub-getters
to more than double monthly suyb
totals during the very four months
that election work was in pro-
gress. Quarter subs accounted for
three out of every four subs ob-
tained — but less than half the
dollar revenue. Full-year dollar
subs outsold six-month 50c¢ subs
by 5 to 4.

Renewals were only 14% of
total subs, because the campaign
concentrated on reaching new
readers. However, most of those
who renewed paid $1 or more; ac-
counting for 30% of sub revenue.

During the Dobbs-Carlson pre-
sidential campaign, 209,000 copies
of The Militant were distributed,
including those to subsecribers.
Every mail still brings subs from
readers who first became ac-
quainted with The Militant in the
election campaign. At least 150,-
000 other pieces of SWP litera-
ture were distributed, besides
numerous handbills and special
announcements.

Detroit easily led in the sub
campaign and, together™ with

Flint, got more than 1,000 new

readers in Michigan, giving Michi-
gan more subs than any other
state. New York Local, in second
place, helped to mtroduce The
Militant to 500 new readers in
the Empire state. Phlladelphla,
thtsburgn and other Pennsylva-
nia centers have about 350 new
readers and California about 450.

The following table gives the
new and renewal subs obtained in
four months:

Detroit 652
New York 559
Flint 371
Philadelphia 381
Los Angeles 237
Minneapolis 190
Ban Francisco 185
St. Paul 127.
Chicago 121
Newark P 90
Seattle 68
Milwaukee / - 61
Boston 59
Oakland 59
St. Louis 42
Pittsburgh 41
Cleveland 40
New Haven > 32
New Britain 23
Buffalo 20
Morgantown 14
Baltimore . 13
Toledo . w .10
Youngstown 110
211
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An “jnsult” to an allied coun-
try or its representatives is like-,
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Why did. the entire capltahst press and all the
pollsters turn out wrong in their predictions about
the election?’
We can expect that explanations of this univer-
sal error will be featured for some time to come
' #nd no doubt they will be as weighty and ponder-
" ous as the reasons they gave before the election
“for the certainty of a Dewey victory.
Very likely they’ll discover why the polls went
wrong and iry to improve them or at least leave
greater opening for the possibility of sharp
changes and shifts in opinion and so a.ttempt to
refurbish their reputation,
But the polls, after all, represented the views
©of only three or four small agencles whose: re-
sources for sampling public opinion “cannot be
compared with those of the newspaper industry.
.. How could these great institutions go so com-
* pletely wrong? The fact is all the more amazing
if you consider how highly organized and efficient
the modern newspaper is.
News of an event in the remotest corner of the
world can be placed on the streets together with
Photos of the happening within an hour or two
- of ‘the oceurrence. The giant presses can turn out
millions of copies of papers containing as much
copy as large books, and edition after edition can
be distributed in record time throughout a great
metropclitan area.
Not only is v1rtua11y the entire world within
seeing and hearing distance of the editorial office,
‘but every section and stratum of society is touched
by the-sensitive feelers of the newspaper. Every
b}g newspaper has its own staff of highly trained
men. They are .in constant touch with peop]e and
..supposedly keenly alive to public sentiment.
In addition, every major paper enJoys the ser-
: vi’ces f the great.associations that feéd news on
to the wires and teletypes. Through these chan-
'nels, the big newspapers are connected with the
smallest local papers throughout the country.
~ How could this whole vast, intricate set-up go
haywire in estimating the sentiments of the peo-
- ple?

Monopol& of the Press |

By Joseph Hansen

The answer can be found by checking on who
controls the press. Although the big newspapers
are supposed to serve the public, and be organs of
public opinion, they are not free to register the
wishes and sentiments of the people. As a mat-
ter of fact, these institutions are perverted to the
will of a tiny selfish minority—America’s 60
ruling families.

These ruling families, who control the press,
wanted a Republican victory. They utilized the
newspapers as one of their most important pro-
paganda weapons in the Republican campaign.
They hoped that the weight.of the press would
help prove decisive in deteérmining the outcome
of the election. .

. Since editorial policy called for a' Republican
victory, the reporters and re-write men whose

-

naturally felt receptive to facts seeming to bear
out that policy, less receptive to contrary facts,
and inclined to slant news in accordance with edj-
torial wishes. That’s in the best case. Many edi-
tors, of course, deliberately doctored the news.

Thus we witnessed the amazing spectagle of
the entire capltahst press reflecting not the senti-
ments of the people but'the wishes of the few
thousand colossally-rich individuals. The most
ironic side of this spectacle was Big Business and
its press getting caught up in their own propa-
ganda and letting wishful thinking blind them to
reality.

The' capitalist editors and pollsters are now do-
mg their best to squirm out of -their embarrass-

ing position as gracefully as poss1ble ‘Some poke-

fun at each other’s expense in the style of foot-
ball dopesters eating crow over an upset. Others
draw a “sharp” lesson about over-confidence and
resolve to pay more heed to the warnmg signs
they disregarded.

But the real lesson to be drawn from their
“error”’-—the evil of monopoly control of the press,
is one lesson none of. thém will draw.

job security depends on pleasing management |

The Negro Struggle

Immediately after Henry Wallace announced
.his candidacy, I wrote as follows in the Jan. b

Militant: “If present indieations mean anything,
oAk he will draw a very large Ne-
gro vote in 1948; perhaps even
a majority of the Negro vote.”

At the time that was writ-
ten, Truman had already be-
gun his demagogic appeal to
Negroes by endorsing some of
the recommendations of his
Com,mlttee‘ on Civil Rights. Despite that, I believ-
ed that Truman would be unable to convince large
numbers 6f Negroes that he really meant busi-
ness on civil rights, and that was why I predicted
a strong vote for Wallace.
The Nov. 2 returns show I was wrong about
- the final election results, leavmg aside the ques-
“tion of whether I was right about the sentiment
_existing last January. Although a study of the
Yestilts in major Negro communities shows that
Wallace did do relatively better there than else-
where, it is lp'laln ‘that Truman got a clear major-
ity of the Negro vote in the North as well as the
South. I think I know why.

A ‘change began at the Democratic convention
July. Truman had sought a compromise with
)lthe Southern wing of his party on ecivil rights.
‘But the convention, realizing better than he. d1d
i:at that time the importance of the northern Ne-
.. gro vote, forced through a stronger-sounding
. . plank than he had advocated. The Tesult was the
" Dixiecrat walkout, and a few weeks later the
Dixiecrat nomination of candidates.

~ In the eyes of many Negroes, this seémed to
" indicate ' the emergence of a new Democratic
Party. With at least some of the most rabid
race-haters out of the party, the Democratlc
Party seemed to them to have undergone a pro-
‘gressive transformation. And although Truman

llow Negroes Voted--And Why

By Albert Parker

/
carefully avoided discussing civil rights in the
South, a majority of ‘the Negro voters evidently
decided enough of a change had been made to war-
rant the belief that Truman represented a lesser
evil.

But it would be wrong to conclude from this
that the Negro people are now strongly com-
mitted to the Democratic Party, or that they.
will be committed to it at all for any extended
period. It is true that they suffered under an
illusion in voting for Truman. But it is the kind
of illusion that ean disappear rapidly—in a matter
of months even—and give way to a widespread
1ecogn1t10n that the Democratic Party can never
be a genuine instrument. for Negro progress and
emancipation.

This, is not the first time the Democrats have
been in power after making lavish promises to
the Negroes. What reason is there to think these
promises will be kept better this time than be-
fore? None at all—especially when we can al-
ready see the Democrats preparing a reconcilia-
tion with their Southern wing, which wields such
power in Congress, and when already there is
talk about a “compromise” civil rights program
acceptable to the Southern wing,

No, the Negroes are not going to get anything
at all out of those civil rights promises unless
they fight for it, and that is why mcreased strug-
gles for equahty must be: ekxpected in the commg
period. In those struggles the Negroes are going

' to find themselves pitted against the Dernocratlc
Party leadership, including Truman The experi-
ence they will pass through in that struggle will
destroy illusions about the “lesser evil” nature

of the Democratic Party. And that in turn, we:
are confident, will reawaken/the movement in |

Negro ranks for a clean break with all capitalist
parties and the establishment of an independent
Labor Party based on the unions and Negro or-
ganizations.

“ Nov, 8 — Unlike the capitalist parties, our
campaign does not end on election day. As our
election platform truly stated:

“The Socialist Workers Par-
ty is a political organization
of American workers that
fights in the interests of the
working class 365 days of the
year.”

,And so we look forward. We
want to consolidate the many
gains made in the election
; campaign. We want to make
. members out of new contacts
discovered during the cam-
paign. We want to establish
branches in few centers, where
we made some new friends for Trotskyism. Much
“new ground was plowed during this campaign;
many seeds were sown. Our harvest will come
in new .members and new branches.

areas—Sioux Falls, So. Dakota and Des Moines,
Jowa. In Sioux Falls, I was the guest speaker
béfore the Thomas Paine Society, an organization
of students, trade unionists and liberals of all
types. The constitution of the Thomas Paine So-

ciety states that “The purpose of this organiza-

The Campaign Ahead

By Grace Carlson

This past week, I campaigned in two such new

: .
tion is to provide a vehicle for free, stimulating,
unprejudiced expression of ideas, resulting:from
realistie, constructive and reﬂectlve thinking, the
goal of which is positive action.”

We had three hours of “free” and “stimulating”
discussion at the Thomas Paine Society meeting.
I wouldn’t say that it was ‘“unprejudiced,” how-
.ever. Most of the members were prejudiced in
favor of capitalism, whereas, I am strongly pre-
judiced against capitalism, But there’s ground for
hope that some of the younger members of the
Society will do some ‘“realistic, constructive and:
reflective thinking” and come to see that the
Socialist Workers Party offers the only worth-
while goal for “positive action.”

" In Des Moines, I met a young radio announger,
who is a former University of Minnesota student.
It was very gratifying to talk fo someone wha
knew all about our former Minnesota election
campaigns, ‘the Minneapolis Labor Case, etc. And
we hope that the Des Moines radio Speech did
some further educational work in this new area.

And so, after a 14,000 mile election tour as the
SWP vice-presidential candidate—a trip which
took me into 16 states and 38 cities—I am back

" home, campaigning for socialism ag the SWP
Organizer in Minnesota. .

Notes from the News

WAR DEPT. PUBLICITY—The people of Hiro-
‘shima, according to General Eichelberger, have
“nothing but admiration” for Americans. He
b W people of a country capable of
‘ making a bomb which could de-
© stroy their city.”
* % %

INTER - PLANETARY
SLAUGHTER Dr. Olaf
Stapledon predicts that the
United States and the Soviet
;- Union will one day fight as allies in the biggest
war of all—against invaders from other worlds.
* % %
OUT OF SEASON—A Thompson, Conn. man
who accidentally shot and killed his wi#e on a
hunting trip was arrested on charges of hunting
déer dut of ‘season.

maintains they admire “the’

BIRTH CONTROL ILLEGAL~—A Massachu-
setts réferendum to make it legal for physicians
to give birth control advice to' married women
whose health would be endangered by preghancy
was defeated 896,697 to 695,832, according to un-
official returns. The Roman Catholic Church
waged an intensive campaign against this long-
overdue measure. The Planned Parenthood League
was encouraged by the support given the pro-
Jposal and plans to continue the fight to legalize
medical advice on birth control.

K %

BOSS JOINS PICKETS—“Join our ranks,”
strikers of the Dayton Rubber Co. shouted to the
company president A. L. Freedlander as he left
the plant last week. The boss accepted the invita-
tion. Ten minutes on the plcket line wa$ appar-
ently enough to convince him of the justice of the
strike. The following day the company granted
a wage boost of 1lc an hour retroactive to June.

!
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letter {from Vincent J. Malone,
president of the striking indepen-
dent Marine Firemen’s Union, ad-
dressed to J. B. Bryan, president
of the Pacific American Shipown-
ers Association. Malone’s letter
began with the anuouncement
that “the résulis of the presiden-
tial election makes pointless any
further continuation of the ecur-
rent strike or lockout.”

The second move was made by
CIO President Philip Murray who
is pressing for re-opening of ne-
gotiations and has offered to un-
derwrite any new contract to in-
sure “faithful performance.”

The employers, within the coun-
cils of the PASA and the Water-
front Employers Association, have

the Truman election v1ctory

ROTH FORMULA

Almon E. Roth, who now pre-
.sents himself as president of. the
San Francisco Employers’ Coun-
cil and who was president of the
Waterfront Employers Associa-
tion until 1938, has come up with
a “peace formula” which calls for
a ten day period of negotiations
after which time the final offer

to a secret referendum of the
strikers. According to this “Roth
formula” the Employers’ Council
and the national CIO shall be
parties to the negotiations and
both shall underwrite any future
contract. As was to be expected,
PASA and WEA approved the
proposal.

A meeting of the striking CIO,
longshoremen’s coastwise, nego-
-tiating committee has been called
by Harry Bridges, president of
the ILWU. This was the first
such meeting since the strike be-
gan Sept. 2.

. According to a press release
from lpngshore: headquarters, the
negotiating committee was con-
vened “to review the entire strike
picture and to.make a bid to open

for settlement of the strike.

union were warned not to be ris-
led by announcements of so -called
settlement formulas. It was em-
phasized that the union has re-

”

nature to justify such reports.

STRIKERS DETERMINED

The strikers, who now have been
more than two months on the
picket lines, are more determined
than ever to win their demands.
The employers have up to now
offered a miserly 10 cents per
hour wage increase for longshore-
men. The minimum demand of the
union is 15 cents, and has been
'won in existing contracts with

Stevedoring Co., which are not
affiliated with WEA.

Seamen are demanding a mini-
mum wage increase averaging ap-
proximately $17.50 per month,
bringing the monthly scale for
firemen-watertenders to $222.§9.
This demand had been acceded to
by the employers in the case of
the Marine Firemen’s Union.
However, the similar wage de-
mands, of the CIO Marine Cooks
have not been met.

Even more 1mportant to the
striking unijons are the questions
of manning scale, no-strike clause
in the new contract, and a com-
mon expiration date for the majo-
rity of maritime unions.

The seamen’s unions have de-
wanded maintenance of present
magning scales. This is an abso-
lute minimum demand in face of
the growing unemployment in
this industry as the size of the
U.S. merchant fleet is slashed by
foreign-fiag competition, backed
by American capital.

NO-STRIKE CLAUSE

Furthermore, most contracts
have in the past contained a no-
strike, clause guaranteeing that
there would be no strikes or work
stoppages during the life of the
agreement. However, there are
usudlly provocations on the part
of the employers which force tem-
porary work-stoppages. Under ex-
isting laws unions can be sued in
the courts for such stoppages.
As a measure of protection
against these employer provoca-
tions and subsequent court ac-
tions, all the striking maritinme

the no-strike pledge and substi-
tute a “willing and able clause”
whiclh specifies that no ‘member
of the union shall be required to
work umder provisions of the con-
tract unless he is willing and able
to do so.

Another key demand of the
striking maritime unions is for a,

common expiration date of their

Seek Long-

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 7 — Optimism among top labor leaders following the unexpectedw®
re-election of president Truman last week gavie rise to two moves dcsmned to effect a quick set-
tlement of the 606-day old pacific coast maritime strike.

=
First of these moves was a®

already adJusted their tactics to| .

of the operators will be submitted |

negotiations with the shipowners'

“Meanwhile 'all ‘locals of the,

ceived nothing of any definite

Griffiths & Sprague and Mutual

umions went on record fo eliminate |
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contracts. At present the con-
tracts of most maritime unioné
end June 15. However, some
unions have signed two year con-
tracts, others only for one year.
The contract of the CIO Nastional
Maritime Union on the east coakt
expires June 15,°1949, whereas
the AFL Seafarers’ International
Union has a contract which runs
to June 15, 1950. On the west
coast, all the present striking
unions — the independent Marine
Firemen, the CIO-MC&S and the
CIO-ILWU — can win uniform
"expiration dates as was the case
before their last ‘contracts ex-
pired June 15.

The employers have persistent-
Iy maheuvered to stagger the ex-
piration dates of the several mari-
time unions so as to weaken the
striking power of organized mari-
time workers. They have succeed-
ed to the extent that the AFL
Railors Union ‘and the' AFL-TILA
longshore local in Tacoma on this
coast have retained the Sept. 30
expiration date. )

In the first flush of enthusiasm
following the election of Truman
some of the. statements of the
pro-Truman union officialdom in-
dicated that the impertant de-
mand of uniform expiration dates
might be lost sight of.

LQNG:CONTRACT

- Ini his letter to the ship operat-
ors, V. J.. Malone. of the Marine
Firemen made a number of pro-
posals for quick agreemeént which
included: “Entering into an agree-
ment for a perlod of four years,
with wage reviews at agreed-on
periods.”

If this is picked up by the
operators, and the membership of
the Marine Firemen’s Union ac-
cepts such an agreement, the
MFOW would be working under a

1952.

contract which expires in
Other unions will likely have
contracts of shorter duration.

-This would enable the employers

to isolate the C10 maritime unions

them in” anether strike a year or
two hence.

The union officials now seem
inclined to cling to the groundless
hope that a long period of “labor
peace,” guaranteed by a new Tru-
man Democratic Administration,
lies ahead. This was clearly ex-
pressed by V. J. Malone in the
following telegram to Mr. John
R. Steelman, labor adyisor to
President Truman:

“Undoubtedly labor’s vote was a .

urge President call conference

on (one) repeal of Taft-Hartley
and substitution of labor law less
punitive and more just. (Two)
Encouraging long term agree-

periodic wage reviews.
Broader job opportunities, In
case of maritime industry more
generous policy on charter and
sale of ships to American flag
operators and carriage of defense

supplies and relief cargoes in
more American bottoms.”
This false optimism is not

shared by rank and file leaders
of local strike committees up and
down the coast. Theéy show no
willingness to turn the future in-
dependent existence of their
uhions over to the tender mercies
of a Truman administration on
the basis of election promises.

STRENGTHEN STRIKE

Acting to strengthen the power
of the strike and force the opera-
tors to meet their full demands,

ILWU last week sent their chair-
man, James Kearney, ‘who is also
president of ILWTU 'local 10, to
the Pacific Northwest to investi-
gate movements of ships ‘and car-
goes in that area. He brought
back a report designed to tighten
the strike on all fronts.

Cooks, encouraged by this move
of the longshoremen, also voted
in their last membership meeting
to overhaul their local strike com-
mittee and clamp down on cargo
movements,

These moves by the strikers
prepare the unions to take ad-
vantage of any opportumtles for]
a just settlement of the strike

that may now appear with the
résumption of negotiations.

Bv Sevmour Lvons

Detroit SWP Youth Organizer

DETROIT, Nov, 6—Theé newly
organized Socialist Youth Club
conducted an intensive campaign
for Dobbs and Carlson on the
Wayne University campus here,
More than 3,000 pieces of litera-
ture were distributed, sound
equipment .was effectively utiliz-
ed, front-page trlple column pub-
hclty received in the official cam-
pus paper reaching the 20,000 en-
rolled students.

Party speakers were represent-
ed at two official forums conduct-
ed by the Student Council. About
100 attended the first forum on

Ascribe Deadly Smog
To Lack of Filters

Among the deadly gases found
in the smog at Donora, Penn.,
which killed 19 and prostrated
several hundred others was sulfur
dioxide, sulfur trioxide and fluo-
rme. Had the smog continued
another day the death toll would
Lave risen to more than a hun-
dred, according to local physi-
cians.

These poison gases have been
discharged into the air for 30
years by the plants of the Amer-
ican Steel and Wire Co., a subsi-
diary of the giant U.S. Steel
Corp. Dr. Wm, Rongaus of the
Donora Board of Health charged
that the 19 deaths were “just
plain murder” and that people
“had. been dying insidiously and
silently from these fumes in Do-
nora for the last 30 years.”

A simple electronic device, in-
stalled in the smoke stacks at
nominal cost, would have com-
pletely eliminated the huge clouds
of yellow-brownish smoke that

Trotskyist Youth Group in Detroit
Makes Campaign Gains on Campuses

domestic policy, and more than
300 attended the second on for-
eign policy. All parties including
Democrats,  Republicans, Thom-
asites, Wallaceites SLP, and Trot-
skyists were represented.-

In a mock election conducted by
the university student council
Dobbs received 29 votes, 1.2% of
the total cast.

Many youth contacts were made
both at Wayne, as well as in the
high schools. Three youth were
recruited.

The youth group ‘feels that this
campaign once more shows the
vitality of Trotskyist ideas. They
feel that despite the limited re-
sources, they carried on a cam-
paign amongst the youth that has
assured them a respected position
in Detroit, and which lays the
foundation for further progress
among high school and college
youth in this city.

cn this coast and attempt to smash §

dominant factor ai the poiis. We §
labor representatives AFL, CIO, §
railroad brotherhoods, independ- |}

ents to map four year .period of |}
labor peace and cooperation based | §

ments of up to five years with]}
(Three) | ¢

the local strike committee -of the |
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‘as they support wage demands
of 'thé CIO Teachers Union.

GI Students Bat for.Teavch\e,rv

“Our trades are union, why not our. teachers?” say s1gns
-carried by GI students of the Coyne Electrical School in Chicago,

of striking instructors, members
Federated Plctures

HALF OF OIL

“RICHMOND, Call‘l., Nov. 8
— The butt|e:s\carred banner of
the Oil Workers [International
Union still waves defiantly above
the little towns of Richmond, Ro-
deo and Martinez, California.

-For more than sixty-five days
the strlkmg oil .~ workers
withstood the armed finks and
scabs, he- injunctions .issued by
kept polltlcal stooges, the police
and tear-gas, the ‘court .suits
amounting to m1]]10ns of dollars
againgt the: union .and the at-
iempts to crash the. plcket line
by some old line AFL officials.

In the face of all these attacks
the striking oil workers have held
their ranks firm and met blows
with counter blows. Now the
workers find themselves being
pressured by their own Interna-
tional officials to acdcept what-
ever ‘they can get and return to
work.

The proposed settlenlent am-
ounts to a 12-1/2 cent per hour
ihcrease which was the original

blackhst of -the most active work-
ers on the picket lmes Included
in the settleinent is union recog-
nition by the companies.

This offer has already been ac-
cepted by the Shell Oil locals in
Southern California .and by the
union ~“officials negotiating with
Richfield Oil in Los Angeles.

No agreement has been reached.
so far with the Union Oil Com-

the same settlement will be of-
fered as with Shell. Negotlatlons
with Union are scheduled to re-
open Nov. 9.

NOT OVER

Despltc these dgreements, how-
ever, the strike is not yet over.

job Dbecause no- contract can be
signed there pending an NLRB
election in which, according to
the Taft-Hartley slave law, scabs
will be permitted to vote. Stan-
dard Qil has been the spearhead
of the employer's union smashing
drive.

. Virgil Coragliotti, secretary of

The bloody dictatorship of
Chiang Kai-shek, which has ruled]
China with an iron hand for more
than 20 years, appears to be sink-
ing even more rapidly than the
carefully screened dispatches of
the past week have indicated.

- The Truman Administration,
which has been backing Chiang’s
regime, is speeding emergency
medsures to evacuate personnel
from areas in the path of the
victorious opposing forces.

Behind Chiang Kai-shek’s own
lines the masses are now turning
to direct action. Some 12,000 rail-
road workers struck on the Shan-
ghai-Hankow line, halting all
traing, and other workers threat-
ened similar action.

In Shanghai great masses of
hungry people wrecked empty
rice shops and seized supplies on

constantly hang ovér the-locality.

+

Chiang Government Faces Collapse

vegetable stands. A U.S. officer

’

long in China said: “This is the
worst I've ever seen. These peo-
ple are angry. They are just ripe
for the Communists.”

A “key U.S. official” in Wash-
ington said Chiang’s situation is
“extraordinarily serious,” and
that the forces of the Chinese
Communists “actually are so far
ahead of their own time table
that they do not know what to do
with areas they have captured.”

This same official was reported
to have declaved that there was
nothing Chiang’s
could do now to stem the ad-
vance: of the Communist armies.
Nevertheless, Washington did
take two actions: (1) continue
sending arms to Chiang; (2) cut
off all shipments of food to the|
North China and Manchurian

have |t

offer of the oil companies plus a:

pany although it is expeeted that

Union members at Standard Oil’s|;
Richmond plant are still off the|

U.S. backers|

STRIKERS

STILL OUT; SCABS IISED

Local 5 in Martinez, reports that
men are still off the job at ‘the
Shell Chemical plant, because the
company has refused to let. them
in on the grounds “that no con-:
tract has been signed.”

All the oil companies are at-
fempting. to .eliminate a, number
of ‘the best union men and have
also refused to lay off scabs
hired during the strike. So, de-
spite all the settlements- announ-
ced and-advertized, less than. half
‘the 15,000 strlkers have returned
to thelr jobs.

Rlchmond has been and still is
| the center of union militapcy and
a renewed. drive to win conces-
‘sions from the Standard Oil Com-
pany mighi, set off a second wave
of resistance,

Wages Lag Behind Prices

Despite a rise of 43% in wage
rates since V-J Day, according
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
total weekly'pay has risen only
80%. on the average while the
consumers’ price index has gone
tip 35% in the same period.

—_—

TWIN CITIES

Ce]ebrate the 20th - Mllitant
Anniversary ’

and the

31st. Anniversary of the -
Russian Revolution

Speaker
Grace Carlson

Movie:
Thunder Over Mexico

Saturday, Nov. 20, 8:00 P. M. .
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Capmahst monopqhes; havn,ng corrodéd the middle classes,
are devouring the democracies.’
a result of private ownership of the means of production. Pri-
vate ownership, having once been the source of progress, came
into-contradiction with modern technique and.is now-the vause
of erisig; wats, national persecutums and reactionary dlctator«-
ghip. The lnqmdatmn of the imrvate ownership of the meané
of production is the central historical task of our epoch and
will guarantee the birth of a new, more harmonious society.
The act of birth, daily observation teaches us, is never a
“gradual” process but. a biolegical reyolution,

—i.eon Trotsky, Interview in St. Louis Post- Dispatch, Mar. 1940

Monopohes ‘themsélves were

LENIN

TROTSKY ,

Rapid Social Shifts

» A significant lesson to be drawn from the
election results is the acceleration of tempo
in American politics. This is a time of far
more rapid and shortened swings of the
pendulum than was the case a few decades
ago. In addition the center of the osc1llat|on
has shifted leftward.

After the First World War, it wnll be
recalled, the conservative Republican. machme
swept back into office under the leadership
of politicians far less impressive even than
Dewey They not only took power, they

suryived the severe depression of 1921.22
“and sordid scandals involving, the White

House itself, They kept-office until the great
gssion. following 1929, that turned every-

'thing topsy-turvy and profoundly changed
»the whole ,political superstructure of America.

After the Second World War the Repub-
licans thought that history would be repeated
They counted on another long penod in office
on a program modelled on that of Harding,
Cooplidge and Hoover.

Their victory in 1946 fostered this illusion.
They swept into control of Congress even
more rapidly than they had counted on.
Many of their strategists ahd hoped to in-
crease the percentage of Republicans in the
1946 Congress but not to take full control
until 1948 when they expected to win the
White House.  To their amazement the
Republicans took not only the House but the
Senate and displaced many Democratic
Governors.

Basing themselves on the experience of
1920, they took this as a certain sign of a
deep- gomg and far-reaching turn to the right.

-Within two years this was all reversedx
The, lz-year tenure of the Republicans in the
twentles .was reduced to two years in the
forties. Instead of capitalizing on their 1946
vrp,tory, the Republicans completely dis-
credited themselves in this short period, and
without the impetus of a depression.

. This is a sign of the greater political
matunty of the masses, especially the work-
érs, today as’ compared with the post First
Woxld War period. Even though they have
not yet learned the fallacy of voting for the
so=called “lesser evil,” they have learned to
vote as a cohesive bloc, ’

And even though they are still opetatmg
within the two- -party system, they have
decisively rejected -the Republican side of
this two-party system. It seems safe to, say,
therefore, that when the WOrkers finally
decide to break with the Democratic Party
it will not be to rehabilitate the Republican
Party which has bécome clearly indentified
in their eyes as the instrument of Big Busi-
ness, but to build their own party.

The rapidity with which political shifts

occur today is a hopeful sign. It shows that

when workers get ready to move on their
own politically — they will do so at truly
American spekd.

Personalities and Politics

The pollsters, newspaper seers and Republi-
cans were not the only ones who took a trounc-
ing in the election. Advocates of the “great
man” theory of history also ended up with the
new battered look.

Marxists tlo not dismiss the role of leaders as
insignificant. In fact they insist on the im-
portance of the individual in history and the
even (iecisive part that outstanding personalities.
can play in crucial moments of social and poli-
tical change. Marxism, however, emphasizes the
inseparable connection between leaders and the
social groupings they represent. Marxism places
the main stress on the social forces behind the
individual.

How much more correctly the Marxist view
cxplains events is illustrated in the case of
Henry A. Wallace and Harry S. Truman.

As one of the chief spokesmen of liberalism,
Wallace enjoyed national political prominence
long before Truman was ever widely heard of.
Wallace was Vice President of the United States
when Truman was only a second-line Senator.
The labor buregucrats and New Dealers con-
sidered Wallace their- spokesman and pushed his
candidacy for Vice President in 1944, finally

agreeing to Truman only as a doubtful com-

promise.
Truman is a gray, narrow-minded, run-of-the-

mill ward-heeler, Truman’s rise to national pro-

_ The victory of Gerhard Mennen Williams,
an unknown Democrat, over the incumbent
Republican Governor of Michigan, Kim
Sigler, proves beyond the shadow of a doubt
that labor has the ability to determine the
outcome of an election.

‘Williams was virtually unknown before the
éampaign. Ten years ago he was appointed
as attorney for the Social Security Board.
Later he was appointed by Governor Sigler
to another obscure post, membership on the
State Liquor Commission. Although he is the
scion of a wealthy pickle manufacturer, he
has not yet come into his inheritance and so
was unable to finance a big campaign from
his own resources.

Against this attorney from nowhere was
arrayed the powerful Michigan Republican
machine, with all the resources derived from
years in office and the financial backing of
the. auto barons. The capitalist press gave
Williams no chance; nevertheless, he rode
into office in what was termed an “amazing
upset.”

The secret of this success was not some
magic in Williams’ personality. He spent
more time. in his campaign shaking hands
and introducing his wife than attacking the
Repubhcans or presenting a positive program.
Ajl'he exp‘tanation for Williams' vistory is
the backing he recgived from labor.”Both the

L_and ClO stood behmd him. THhe CIO-_

minence and the White House was an extraor-
dinarily clear illustration of the immense role
that sheer chance sometimes plays in polities.

Considered solely on the basis of their per-
sonalities, Wallate was obviously the superior
man. The influence of Wallace’s personality,
however, was cancelled out by far mightier
{orces.

To a Marxist, however, the reality is plain.
Great social forces in America for a time re-
fracted their light and power, through Wallace;
then they shifted; the glow around Wallace died
down and Truman lighted up like a neon sign.
The working people put their strength and
energy behind Truman and that was sufficient
to outweigh even his abysmal weakness of per-
gonality.

When the labor bureaucrats argue that the
working class does not have /any personalities
worthy of office in Wa,ehmgton they gre merely
advancing the long- exp{[@dé&l “g{seat rnan” theory
of history, 1mplymg by way of insult that the
no great me)& and JS mcapa-
ble of producing them Such spurious arguments
from now on should have far less 1n.f1uence
among workers tha,n they once had What hap-
pened to Wallace and T‘ruman should help drive
home how subordinate L(.rlsonahty actually is in
comparison with the massive social forces that
propel individuals mto thé limelight or retire

.them from the stage of history. ,

The Michigan Election

PAC mapped the campaign,. planned, the
strategy, and put it into.effect.. The dollars
that' financed Williams’ drive for office _came
from the pockets of tens of thousands of
union members. Such Jabqr figures, as Walter
P. Reuther and August Scholle promised that
this pohtical nonentlty would carry out a
progressive program in office, The renk and
file of labor did the work that swung the
election in favor of the Demoeratic candidate.

It is therefore clear that the union move-
ment In Michigan ¢could have placed anyone
it wished into office. Had it desired, a man
responsible to , the labor movement and
answerable to the union rank .and file could
have been made Governor of Michigan.

But Williams is not responsible to the
labor movement. He is a capitalist politician
on the make who saw an opportunity to use
labor as a stepping stone to bigger and better
things. As a member of the Democratic Party
his first loyalty is to this political machine
that is nationally owned, operated and con-
trolled by Big Business. A successful career
in this machine requires cementing firm
alliances with these sinister figures who rule
America, _

Thus Michigan labor demonstrated its
power in the election—but not in its own
behalf. How much better if that power were
turned intc the channels of a Labor Party
and placing labor’s own men in office!

) _of Connectlcut

.| way to rob the workers: of what

By William F. Warde,

localities of $966 brought
the scoreboard up to 86%

With two more weeks to go, an
extra effort from all our friends
and supporters ~“should take us
across the goal.

In the 100%-or-better category,
Philadelphia showed what stuff it
is made of by climbing from its
100% of last week to’ 110%. A
contribution of $50 did the trick.

Minnesota crossed the tape with
a contribution of . $108: We join
them in. theiy ery of. “Buréka!”
and congratulate oyr Minnesota
friends and comrades on their
magnificent job in achieving their
goal, of $2,000. .

. Akron sent in $54 for the week
kmmkmg of ne. Stride to
of}; th A

3 ndi

,Wlth Akron and West Virg
i ,Detrmt came . within res
- distance of 'their goal of - $1600

7eeks to Go to
Of $25, 0009 8

0

National Fund Dzrector ®

" Another lap in the $25,000 Party Building Fund
was passed last week when a. total from the various

with a contri-butlon of $110 for
the week. This brings them to
88%. ,

Buffalo climbed from 79% of
their goal of $1,000 to 85%. A
total for the week of $59 brought
the Buffalo comrades their 6%
gain.

Connecticut long caught in the
bottom drawer, because of the ext
traordinary demands on theit
time and energy in election work
is now forging ahead in the
fund campaign. With a $31 con-
tribution they clipped off an-
other 18%, bringing them to 75%
of their goal of $250.

Los Angeles spurted aheas
durmg the week, $354 winnin
th&m a 14% jump and brmgmi
them to 73% of their goal of
$2,500. N

Al]l friends of the Socialist
Workers Party are urged to do
their utmost during the next tweé

L

undei the wire.

SCOREBOARD

FOR $25, 000

SWP ELECTION FUND

Branch Quota Paid Percent:
Rochester $ 50 $ 7 150
St. Louis 50 ‘69 138
Baltimore 50 65 ' 131
Boston 275 355 129
Allentown 50 61 122
Tacoma . . 50 61 122
Philadelphia B 500 550 110
Milwaukee 400 419 105
Cleveland 400 400 100
Flint 400 - 400 100
Lynn o 125 «* 125 100:
Minnesota: 2,000 2,000 100
Pittsburgh 200 200 100
Reading 150 T 150 100
San Francisco-Oakland 1,500 1,500 100
Toledo 200 200 160
Youngstown 800 800 100
Newark 750 705 94
Akron ] 400 361 90
New York City 7,500 6,734 90
West Virginia 100 90 90
Detroit 1,600 1,410 88
Buffalo 1000 845 85
Seattle 600 500 . 83
San Diego 50 41 . 82
Connecticut 250 187 2 5
Los Angeles 2,500 1,830 e
Chicago 2,000 1,242 . 62
General 1,050 190 18

. Total ~  $25,000 $21,565 86

ON TAFT ACT

(Continueéd from page 1)

liam Green, four days after the
elections, approved the idea of
Congress enacting mnew labor
laws “fairly acceptable to all.”
To, show how ready he is for
“econcessions” to the employers,
Green even called on the workers
for . “in,,creased produactivity”
more work: — and that w111 ap-
,ply to. bricklayeis as well as’ coal
 miners.” 5

If union leaders like" Green are
ready to.hand.back to employers
what the workers have just voted
to take away, the Democratie poli-
‘ticians..are even more ;ready to
“go easy” on, the fulfillment of
their campaign promises. Typical
of the . post-election attitude of
even the most “liberal” Democrats
is. the -statement of .Chester
Bowles;. newly elected Governor

TA;CT AND COMPROMISE .

. Bowles, .whom ewen the Wal-
laceites supported,:stated on Nov.
4; that his; administration will re-
fleet “a kind. of practical, liber-
alism” . which. ; “even conserva-
tives” wxll respect A3 “a good,
clean operatlon ” He would avoid
the mistake of the New Deal
which, “was always whaling the
[ hell out of conservatives so that
they: got frightened and failed to
function. . . There's got to be tact
and compromise.”

No more Truman talk about

“gluttons of pr1v11ege” and “Wall
Street reactionarlest The , new
theme song of the Truman Dem-
ccrats is “Tact and Compromise.”

" A cunning campaign is under

they considered a victory against
the Taft-Hartley Act. On the one
hand, the press is continuously
reminding labor that the majority
1n the 81st Congress, both Senate
and House, is still composed of
those who voted for the Taft-
Hartley Act. On the other hand,
Truman Administration spokes-
men and certain union leaders are
spreading the idea that if Con-
gress is to be persuaded to re-
peal the Taft-Hartley Act, it will
be necessary for labor to agree
to a “reasonable substitute.”
But a majority voted for out-
right repeal of the Taft-Hartley
Act — with no “ifs, buts or may-

TRUMAN TRIES TO HEDGE

PROMISES

gtitutes.” They dldn’t vote for
“tact and compromise.” They ex-
pect Truman to live up te hig
pledge and on the opening day of
Congress to demand immediate
scrapping of theé Slave Labor LaW,
without “bargaining’” or equiv
cation. Smash the Taft-Hartley
Act first — discuss anything else
afterwards.

STRAWS IN WIND

These straws in the wind should
cure the labor ranks of any llllIy
gions that they can afford to sit
back and wait for Truman and
the Democrats to carry out theu
promises. Labor will win only
what it fights for. Truman will
carry out only those promises
that he is pressured and forced
into carrying out. That is why the
fight to repeal the Slawe Laboj
Law will have to be pressed hardr
er than ever. And to the slogah
“Smash the Taft-Hartley Act!”
must now be added, “Accept No
Substitutes!”

Labor will have to be mobil‘ize:d\
on a.national scale and in battle

mains — as it has since the be-
ginning of the post-war anti-labor
offensive — the conveying in
Washington, D.C. of a National
Emergency Congress of Labot,
representmg all the uniops.

Such a Congress of Labor, as
proposed by the AFL Interna-
tional Typographical Union. and
endorsed by the (CIO National
Maritime Union, must launch a
united militant labor offensive as
the only: way to assure that Con-
gréss will repeal the Taft-Hartley
Act in the shortest possible time
—- and with no “substitutes”’ And
that the other Truman promises
will be carried out.

LOS ANGELES

20th Anniversary
Militant Celebration
Entertainment, Speakers,
Turkey Dinner
Saturday, Nov. 20, 7 P. M.
420 N. Soto St.

For Reservations write
The Militant
124 W. 6th St., Los Angeles 14
or call VA 8061

g | weeks .to get their contributions |-

array. The need of the hour re-|

nell Thomas is n

under mdictment for fraud

. Three Republican Congressmen had their witch-hunting: careers cut short at the polls. Left to
right: Richard Vail of Chicago and John McDowell of Pittsburgh, members of the House Un-Ameérs
ican Activities Commiitee, were unseated. Charles Kersten of Wisconsin, conductor of the ‘Holise
labor subcommlttees probes of unions, was also ousted. The Chairman of the Committee J, Par-

in connection: with- the Government payroll

WORKERS FORUM

Shoe Packer Elected
In St. Louis
Editor;

An interesting sidelight oc-
curred in the elections locally.
Robert. Pentland,: a shoe ipacker
working at the J.C.. Penny store
in-St. Louis; was elected to the
¢ffice. of .State Senator .on the
Democratic ticket against the

and AFL.

combirned opp051t10n of the CIO|

This was the first time Pent-
land has ever run for office. He
did not want to run, but friends
in his wunion persuaded him: to
accept the Democratic nomina-
tion. The St. Louis PAC-CIO and
AFL-LLPE both backed the Re-
publican nominee, Utter.

. The only group that. backed
Pentland was his own unjon, the
United Distribution Workers, an
independent union that recently
broke away from the CIO Retail

Clerks International, Workers of

this unioh went house to hél‘ﬁle to
get out the vote for Pentland and
put: him over the top. 1, . 4

It is to be regretted that Pent-
land got elected on the Democra~ .
tic. ticket, but it.did represent.a -
real working. class support, de-
spite the negative action-of both

the AFL and CIO big-shots. Péent- * ..

land ran in a distriet that has:gl-
ways been a Republican strong-
hold.
D.C.. 2
St. Louis I

By R. Chester
 SAN FRANCISCO Noy. 3—

l—ldrr,y Press, SWP .candidate
for Assembly in the 20th District,

| polled 3,495: votes to 21,649 -re-|

c¢eived by Maloney, the Demoecra-
tie-Republican candidate. The vig-
orous campaign conducted by the
San Francisco local thus succeed-
ed in rolling up 14% of the total
vote against the combined forces
of the Republican and Democra-
$ic machines, the boss .press as
well as the active opposition of
the Wallaceite and.Stalinist lead-
ers inside the labor, movement.
This is a signal achievement.
Because of the difficulty in
tabulating write-in ;votes .on the
machines the totals for Dobbs and

availaple .for. several weeks.

This - <campaign raised - local
campaigning to a new high. Be-
ginning -with the petition drive

Oi' on Aug. 28, in which 2,100 signa-

tures were cqllected to. plaee
Press on tte ballet, full Seale ac-
tivity continued right up to elec-
tion day. For the first time a
.sound truck was used, silk screen
postersf ‘were: put out, in .quantity
foerostmg on poles and.effective
concentrated precmct work car-
ried out.

-Electioneering along the Em-
barcadero was an important part
of. the (;ampepgn. Weekly distri-
bqtrons of The Militant and: other
campajgn material in «combina-
tion with, talks over . the. sound
system ibu;lt, . strong response to
the SWP candidates and program.
It became a regulm’ occurence for

approval of Press and ca,ll out,
“That’s our man.”

Press spoke before 20 AFL 3
“Socialist Workers
Party - What It Is -
What It Stands For"

- Whe rules America? Who
are the “informal,
shadow” figures- behind the
Whife House? What future do
they, plan, for America? What
do the inside works of capital-
ism look like? Where is .the
capitalist system vheaded /How
will socialism work out? What
inspires the members of the
Socjalist Workers Party?

These gquestions answered by

Joseph Hansen in this: 32-page

pamphlet. Send for your copy.

PIONEER, PUBLISHERS

116 University Pl, New York 3,
New - York

Carlson in this area will not be{ tyre

‘Council Secretary Paul Schnur for

man to wave hls arm.in ﬁmendly

invisible;

PHILADELPHIA

20th Anmversary
Militant Ball
Saturday, Nov. 20, 8 30 P M

| Pri.,

| 8 p. m. lera,r'y. bookstore. | . .

CIO and one independent union,
totalling over 10,000 unionists.
He also spoke at meetings of the
NAACP and AVC.

BEFORE COLLEGES: - .- -

The program of Trotskyism
was, also brought to the colleges.
At a political forum at Mills Col-
lege and al open air meetings at
the University of California stu-
dents showed unusual interest in
the ideas of internationalism and
revolutionakry socialism. In each
case the meetings ended with
tight discussion groups around
the speakers where the studelr&
raised serious questions and
wanted more information about
the party and its program.

Roughly 45,000 pieces of litera-
were distributed in the
course of the campaign. '

Throughout the entire period
the party had to buck the con-
spiracy ..of silence of the daily
press. What small mention was
made was invariably presented in
distorted form.

The craven role of the Stalin-
ists was -exposed during the cam-
paign. As sentiment for Press
built up they found themselves
in a difficult spot. Two years ago
when they had supported CIO

the same office they filled the air
with condemnation of the reaec-
tionary, anti-labor, 'machine boss

make a choice between Press. and

SWP CANDIDATE IN SAN FRANCISCO
GETS 14% OF VOTE FOR CONGRESS

An equally glarmg example of .
Stalinist acrobatics. was their g stp=
port of Congressman Havenner, .
the Democratjc incumbent; Affert
placing a Wallaceite in the field
.against him, they withdrew: th_eu‘
candidate and went all out ‘for
Havenner. But Havenner 1n51sted

on running on his record which -

included support of the Marshall:
Plan and fighting Cpmmumsm."
All of this was advertised in ‘one.
of the papers which daily fe‘atured
the fact that Havenner had voted
for the Smith Act under which
the 12 Stalinist leaders are Un&er-ff
1nd1ctment ™

SwWp CAMPAIGN i

In contrast to, this, Stalmlﬁt'
treachery, the campaign, .of the
SW,P evoked admlratlon and.
praise from, the workers fo::« ts
vigorous campalgn on a. pringi-

pled platform. This is the inam 4

reason for the comparatively high
SWP vete in contrast to the moor
showing made.by the local Wai-‘
laceite candidates.

record of Malbney. Now forced to |

NEWARK
Bujfet Supper
Speech by

+ Art Preis '
La’,por Editor of The Mlhtant

SWP Convention Movie |
Sat NOV, 20 at 9 Pv Mi

Maloney, they chose Maloney!

423 Sprmgfleld Ave.

——

Tope]

N

AKRON—4 So. Howard 8t., 2nd: f1. Moh,
through Fri., T to 9 p. m.; anch meéet-
ing every. Thurs 8 p.m. N
BALTIMORE--1121 E. Bal{imore 8t.,
Photié Wolfe 1753J, Dally 8°&.m. D p;
0. Coover Sr., MILITANT and FOURTH
IN'JIERNATIONAL on gale.” ..
"BOSTON--Workers Educatiofiat Center,
30-Stuart-St., open Mon. 5:30-9:00 p. m.,
Wed. 7-10 p. m.
BUFFALO—Militant Forum, 629 -Main
8t., 2nd f1, Phone MAdizon 3860. Every
afternoon, except Sun,

cnm'htm—n': W. Adama (corndr Hal-
stod). Phohe DRArborht 4767, Dally ekcept
Sun., 11 @ m.-§ p. m. Library, book-
store.. .

CLEVELAND—Mi]itant Forum, Sun.,
830 p: m., Peck’s Hall, 1446 B. 82nd st.
foft . Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. Phone
TY 7¢6287 Mon, through Sat., 12-56 p. m.
FLINT—Sociglist Workers Party f—l’all
215 B, Ninth Street. Phofie:
Open House Saturday evenings

LOS ANGELES—Militant Publ. Assn,,
Esz%om 201, 124 W. 6th St. Phone VAndyke
06L

SAN PEDRO——«Militant. 1008 8. Pecitic
Raom 214.

WATTS—Militant, 1720 B. 97th Bt.

LYNN, (Mass.)—MIlitant Pub’l Ass'n,
44 Centrel Ave ., office open Tues ., Wed.,
7:30-9:30 p.

MILWAUKEE—SWP S{ate Camiptiig
Headquarters, 608 S. 5th St. Sufi. through
7:30-9:30 p. m. Phone BRoadway
2-9645.

" MINNEAPOQLIS—10 So. 4th St.
Main T781.

Phone
Dally excépt-Sun.,; 10 a. m.-

1303 W Girar& Ave. ;

Visit your local headquarters of the

I U AT

'SOCIALIST WORKERS m\m

e T (1A

*

tiit- Labor Club, 165 Maln 8t. (next to
Strang Theatre). L weinl 3

NEW HAVEN — Ltborf\_ﬁch ;
Grafid' Ave., 8rd fl., Tuem. 8-10:80

NEWARK—423 s‘pfmgrlqm AVe:
BIgelew 8-2574.° ReAding t
daily, 12:4 .and 7-10 .1, H

Nitw YORK CITY (Hq. )—110 'ﬂhhen
ity PL - ‘PHone GR. 5-8149

. :A}ST SIDE—251 E. Hou-!tou Bt,

of 1

HARLEM—103 W. 110 St., Rm, 28 .

Phone MO, 2-1866 Open* di-cusme.

Thurs.,, 8
frospeot Ave,, 1st f]

BRONX—IO
FPhond LIT. 820:
BROOKLYN—635 Fulton St HIOM
S OBELOKA St. Phone
) ——130 Ww. 23"(’
BH; 2-9484, 1

OAKLAND (Cal )——erbe - 0 BO’!
1361, Oakland 4.. \

PHILADELPHIA — 180805 V0. lrara:
Ave:, 2n& fl. Phone Stevens
Open: dally.. :Forum,. Fri, 8- 2 11}

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave.: % T
Tués., Wed,, Fri., 7 to 9 p 1., tonn'ns. I
Sun.," 4 p. m. ‘ EL R T

SAN FBANCISCO-A

SEATTLE—Maynmi mr,;,- t. Awve.,
South & Washington. Phone Main $378,
Mon.: through Sat.,, 12-5 p. m, Branch |
meeting, Fri,, 8 p.,m. Library, boolk

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand’ Bly
312, Militant: Fofumi: Thurd.; 7-30;%0 v!;h!:'

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St. Phone Gar«
field 1137. Open dafly. ;Bogketone,

TOLEDO  — Weefd]y medtings 'ave;
Friday night -at 7: 30; Kapps Hall; c?a 5

GRTOW

R’I’I‘A]ZN, (Conn.) —Militant Dla—

bes.” They didn’t vote for “sub-

i

/

X NEW
[ roup every Fri. 7:80 p.m, Mili-

Summit Room.. 1, Ir,
YOUN 234 B, Feder

Phone 8-1356, Wed,. FM ‘Bati 1:80° by
¢ p. m, -

n 45820,




