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- Just 58 years have passed since that goiden day — Jan. I, 1960
— that ushered in the Twentieth Century. Strictly speaking, the
new ceniury did not begin until 1901. But most folks then just saw
that shining date -— 1900 — like a clean blackboard waiting for the
handwriting of a new and brighter era for mankind.

In the yellow and musty pewspaper files of that 'day you can
read glorious predictions of the wondrous age that was coming fo
flower on American soil. Here i a Jand of opportumty, freed from
the ingrown castes and classes of the Old World, in a land of im-
mense resources, industry and “free enterprise,” the American peo-
ple would at last realize man’s ancient dream of plenty, security and
peace. American science would complete the Final eonquest of ns-
ture, end scarcity, end disease. Every family would have a ho::ne'
with the futniture paid for and bounty on every table. 1

Wars and ecopomic crises would be things of the pasi, they said,
and they meant it. Here and there the White Man's guns might
have to bring the blessings of
Civilization to remote and back-
ward lands; but bloody strife be-
tween Cliristian nations cotld not
happen again. Class conflict —
that faniasy of some glogmy for.
eign prophets named Marx and
Vingets who, unfortunately, had
addied the wits of a few Amer-
icans like those fellows De Leon
and Debs — class struggle, too,
would be buried forever.

That was the vision most
Americans had at the dawn of
the Twentieth Century. And so
they called it the Century of the American Dream.

Al this was to be assured by good old American capitalism.
It had a few kinks, but wilh a bit move lubrication, an acljustment
here and there, the “American system' would soar steadily upward
to unimaginsble heights of prosperity and social well-being.

Loof?ing back over five decades we can see how far reality has
detoured from the American Dreamn. True encugh, science has given
us the power to conquer nature. We can speed over earth and under
sea and through the sky, We can produce ten times more goods.
We have more than doubled the average life expectancy. We have
even unlocked the atom — the key 1o endless energy. But the Amer-
ican Dream meant something more — the end lo the old division
of rich and poor, the end of fear and insecurity, the end of oppression
and war,

Even as ihe newspapers of 1%00 printed their glorious predie:
tions, the forces were at work in America and the world which were
to shatter the American Dream. Giant trusts and monopolies were
spreading their tentacles over American economy. The struggle for
world markets, spheres of influence and colonies was lighting the
fuse for world war. Millions of immigrant workers were crowding
inte Amerlca to be heaped up in terrible slums. And every few years,
as in 1207, American capitalism soffer-
ed severe tremors, when the factories
shut down and people begged {or bread.

Then came the First World War
to splinter the ilugion that we in Amer-
ica were somehow apart from the con-
flicts of the world outside, And when
il was over, everyone — or nearly ev-
eryong — spoke of it eynically and said,
“Never again.” Even Woodrow Wilsen,
in 1920, agmitted it was a “commercial
war”! -—— a war for trade advaniages
and profits, -

Thete was a depression in 192?“
there was a vicious campaign of sup-
presgion and terrorism against organ-
ized labor and the “reds”; and there
was a greal wave of specuiation wheth-
er America really was the land of never-
ending progress. But ihen came “nor-
malty"” for a few years; the stock mar-
kel boomed, productior seared and even wages went up a bit,

The American Dream revived. Herbert Hoover said in his 1928
presidential nomination speech: “We in America today are nearer

- to the final triumph over poverty than cver before in the history of

our land. The poorhouse is vanishing from among us. We have not
yet reached the gosl, bui, given a c¢hance to go forward with the
pollmes of the last eight Years, we shall soon, with the lielp of God,
be in sight of the day when poverty will be banished from this na-
tion. .. "

Next year came the c¢rash, just 20 years ago last fall. For 12

- years, America saw not less than 10 millien unemployed at any time.

For 12 years, large scctions of men, plants, machinery stood idle
while want statked the land. All the tinkering and surface reforms
of Roosevelt's New Deal could not lift the cconomy. And out of
their misery and suffering the American workers came to realize
that the “American system” could not protect them, could not as-
sure them securily. They had to intervene themselves, Their up-
surge was the CIO and class struggle on a scale more niassive than
this country had ever known.

 Then came the Scécond World War. Ten times the treasure and
ten times the casunalties were exacted from the American’ people
than in the first world war. But even before the dust. of the last
exploding homb had settled, it was clear that the first two world
wars were but a prelude to a third — the war of atomic annihilation.
As for plenty and security,
we can only leok back sadly at
those wonderful hopes and pre-
dictions of 50 years ago, now
faded by time. Does anyone real-
Iy believe that we have conguer-
od depressions? The best that Sec-
retary of Commerce Sawyer can
predict on this new year is that
business imight continue near
present levels — for at least “six
months,”

What went wreng with the
American Dream? It was based
on the false idea that a system
of class exploitation, a system
of private profit, disorganized and
anarchic, cotlld cope with the im-
mense complexities of modern mass production and the world-wide
interchange of commodiiies.

Fifty years of terrible experience have taught us that American
capltallsm itself is the obtacle to the realization of the American
Dream. We can never bring lasting plenty, security and peace under
the domination of & few immensely vich and arrogant families who
coptrol the economie, social and political life of the nation.

Buil within the next 50 years, we can achieve the American
Dream after all — in a new and more just order — socialism. Set-
ting an example for the whele world, the American working people

‘ can take over the means of production and disiribuiien on the basis

of social ownership, we can coordinate the entire ecomomy under a
gingle plan, we can bring reason into our economic life.

And when Jan, 1, 2000, dawns, the people of a Socialist Amer-
ica will rejoice and celebrate the new Century of the American
Dream Come True.
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INJUNCTION. -
ON MINERS

Assueiation hat . demanded
Truman’s National Lakop -Ré
'wm Bqard seek a Taf Ha tfs’;

of the - pre,sent three day\ Weﬁ}'
mamtained by deﬂswn of " f
unien.

nineps’ atfempis to Zeb an jm”
proved contract and €0 ha]l, s
furiher possible strike action, thi

ernment to.inveke a type of in .
junciion that-would operate Io'
an indefinite peripd, ki

Ii the” NLRB obtalned a vourt
order under the action begun or
Der. 28 by the operators, 1t conlc
be minde effective for as long -as

anet decide the case. 'T“}nt could
be a& much as two yeaxs.

( PERATORS ASK IN.I' NETION

Previously the’ opela ors had
asked Truman to proclre an in-
under the “national
eweteency” clause-of the Taf{:
Hartley Act. This iz limited by
law to 80 days. But if the NLRE
ety an injunction to halt “unfair
lubor jpract’ees,” as the mine
owners’  legal  sharp- shooters
have asked, the union could be
restrained from operating on a
three-day week or taking any
other action whwh the parasite
owners  call “eoercive” and in
vinlation of the 8lave Labor Law.
1t wa= this type of injunction
which, the NLRB secured against
the AFL typographical union last
year. ’

The UMW has succeeded in
sigming up & few small companies
since it called off its fourth sfr.%e
of the vear and instituted the
three -day week. Howéver, the
butk of the operators ave hold-
ing out and persisting in their
deands to weaken the miners’
contract.

The same operators who claim
the miners are hreaking the law
by maintaining a three-day week
do not hesilate to shul down pits
and throw thousands ount of work
“hcnev,er they think their profit
inferesta require it. 1

BOSSES ASK]

Tie Southern Coal’ Pwdurem

tn an effort to defga.t thcu__

operators have called ow the goV« !

the Board said it needed to. hear, Jweie flanted on:»Dec QL “il.b a“side

|~
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Anti-la‘fnr terrorists have again tued to strike a mur-
dero% blow #gainst the CIO United Aute Workers. Thirty-

nge st1ck§c0f’dynamlte, writh 2 Ilghted fuse fixed to set
off" ‘the cha{ e int six nubes,

: The dynam:.te attempt has Bevs
sta:rway to «iHe: basement i the eral peculiar angles. Jack P:ckanv
UAW‘, headq.{:aﬁers’ -in ‘Detroit. ing, a- Deiroit Times reporter, told
Police said. o_qﬂg & deféct.in tap- police he had yeceived a phone, tip
ing the fuse, cqusing it to go-out, from an unidentified person. that
prevented an exploslon that would “there is dynamite at UAW head-
have blastefl the unlqn ‘building  alarters.”’- Police who vushed to
‘and - all, mSIde to smlt.heveens ‘the scene and claimed they ‘‘turn-

|'ed the place upside down,” failed
NOTH]N‘G UNCGVERED to find anything. A janitor and a
Tlns is- the™ ‘third terrorist at-

n:ght watchman found the - ex-
tempt agamst the UAW in less plosives wrapped in a rain-spaked
than (we years. In A{ml 1948, | Christmas box at 11:30.p. m., twe
UAW President Walter "Reuther hours after the police had left
was seriously injured by a shot-
sun blast through his kitchen win-
dow. His right arm is erippled.
His brother Victor, UAW Eduea-
tional Director, had his vight eye
destroyed by a similar shot-zun
assault in May 1949.
Detroit police, headed by the

smell of powder smoke from the -
fuse wasg still strong.

FB1 ENTERS

“Thé FBI, it is reported, has én-,
tered the latest case after refus-
ing for more than two years.to act|
notoriously anti-union, anti-Negro | o the UAW’s demisnd that it join
and anti-Jewish Police Commis- |the investigation. of ;the previous.
sioner Harry Toy, have failed in attacks, At any .rate, Aftorney
both cases to uncover any signifi- General MeGrath hag ordered the
cant €hie, Their efforts have beeii FBI-to “Took . Nt -everything” €6
lgrgely copcentrated on a witch- see i dny - federal law hag -been
hunt against “Communists” ‘and violated:

| When detectives again arrived, the |

n.

forewarned that the Truman

anites In Congress

| _As the Democratic-controlled 81st Congress prepares
. .to'reconvene for its 1950 session, American labor is being -

Democrats mtend to retreat

: before reaction all
" line.
Tp to recently the Trumanites
An Congregs have said they would
< continue fo push for repeal of the
: Thft *Hartley Act and for passagel
f “¢ivil rights leglslation, al-;
“hough they saw no hope for
. wacess, Now they expréss op-
sosition even to going through
ome of the motions,

t'hree top Democratic Jeaders
n the Senate last week spoke
Yatly- agalnst, gany move by the
“ruman Administration on ihe
*lave Labnr Law in the coming
I‘-"s:-,mngSenalor Elbert Thomas,
“hairman of the Senate Laber
“ommittee, said he was “agains!
Jimy attempt 4o vepeal the Tafi
Jiartley Law’ this year) Hir
~pifilon .wag - echoed by Senat

Ny Sghdter Hubert Humphrey.
'tshalrmamlof ‘Americans for Demo-

olice & mine’ the
2 o cralie )&c’tmn and white - haired

pacl-:h‘.e of 39 aynam‘ite, sticks.
fornd in the,GIO Gnitéd Auto,. BO.\' of the miion leaders.
Workers %ead(marters. ! = Y, '. “NLAT NG..{E"‘HE RECORD"
The "Triman’tes feel they car
geot away. with, this because the:
|are- pretty sure that the unjo"
| teadert won't want to “embarrass’
|them: polmcallv and will try te
n}at.e the sdle’ Blame for retentior
‘wf Taft: I-fa:tley on the Repu

..1 =

Sfa’hmsts inl.S.
Formally l.allllnh

v

along  the®
i

Tajority. r‘hi}) Fraucis Myers und |

‘have much

other intérndl union opponents of
Walter' Reuther

to investigate the gambllhg‘.\syn-
dicates that are operating.in De.
troit aute plants or the posslble'
connection of reactionary employ-

algo rife with fascist groups; the
Black_ Legion operateﬂ there: m

the * hlrtles

cents an hour would be demand-
ed in 1950. The AFL estimates
that most of the employers could
grant wage increaxes of from
scven to 16 cents an hour without
increasing prices.

Pleading that higher- wages
were indispensable for “z con-
tinuing healthy economy,” the
AFL, wenl on to point out that
even a 10-ceni an hour wage in-
ceease for every worker in the
country would still  leave mass
purchasing power at madequate
”e\t‘lr\ R

NGO PROGRAM OFFERED

. The year 1049 passed without
any appreciuble wuge galns for
the workers in either the AFL or
the CI0. The demand for higher
wagts 18 both - just and pressing.
But if the pronouncemenl of the
AFL was really seriously in-
tended it oughi to have been im-
plemented with a program to fight
for pchieving these demands.

iz 1aude )l the more glaring by
the strong hints in the AFL state-

with 1he 2mployers.

The AFL leaders flatly offered
to “rooperate wilth management
1o reduce production costs.” Such
of fers will assure keeping wages
frozen or in reducing them, hut
will scarcely aid the struggle for
higher wages. A real program
in needed. :
In its economic ontlook for next
vear, the ATFL follows closcly the
offic’al government forecasts, see-
ing a bright picture for the first
gix moutlhs and a question mark
over the balance of the year when
a slump iz predicted “unless con-
sumer buying power was strength
enad by higher wages and lower
prices.”

AFL UNIONS WiLL ASK
WAGE RAISES IN 1950

The American Federation of Labor announced 'on Dec.’
26 that it would seek “large” and “subgtantial” wage in-
creases, implying that average boosts’ f‘ji’ more than 10

.-.:-_1

{On the job outlogk, the AFL
forecasts an average of 5,100,000

unemploved, or approximately onc |-

mlion higher than in 1949, be-
carse of the influx of new work:
crs into the avallable labor force.
The jobless total, adds the AFL
would 1un “considerably above
5,000,000 during dull industrial
seasung.”

These huge jobless figures are
cited calmly, after the manner of
Rig Business executives who lool
apion ile army of unemployed ac
nething more than a return to
"narmaley”™ in the labor market.
The AVl Icaders de not even
hother 1o offer anything in the
wiy of a practical program fic
caombat the spread of joblessness

Their own esfimate takes for
granted the best possible varian’
for .1950, namely, that ovei-all
praduciion and employment will
revain at approximately  the

The absence of such a program’

ment  that fhe wage increases
wounird  be  songht, as  usual,
primarily through “cooperation”

luvels of 1949, What guarantec
is there for this?

30 HOUR WEER NEEDED

Tuwie is none and there zun be
rope. In 1949 production and em-
ployment skidded sharply, despite
# pick-up in the second half. An.
ot skid, iT not worse, is by
no mieans excluded in 1950, The
ARL tsell sees such a possihility
by next June, And yeb the AFL
teadership continues Lo ignere the
proifem of the unemployed, nl-
ready so acute.

A1 least part of the constant

inercaxe it joblessness can  be
abrorbed by the instituiion of
the 30 -hour week in industry

with ue reduction in take-home
pay. Rut this demand, assuredly
so iimely now, still remains ox
the shelf so far as both the AFL

and CIO leaders are concerned.

ers to the terrarism. Detroit’ is® away, from- :n_l?‘ -pusable

i thing is certalm if t}g FBI|
Commumat Pai-

e Gean - would
th an fong- ago.
Nﬁﬂun mlﬂ- -Ixa.v& Jept - them

ang'le.

’I'he U W"_ﬂla& postedfrewar
it B2db bﬂQ for infor-

"'-matmﬁ l'eaamgé:; thgs _gg)prehen-

| sion™ of “the of the
three.. outra%es. Union members
are urqu to cooperate to the full-
est-extent mfb,rmgmg the would.
be assassing to justice,

These a‘g,}acks have all the ear-

matks of%an organized attempt
by anti-labor elements to terror-
ize end disrupt the UAW. One
question that should be persist-
ently raised is why the police in-
vestigations have proved so bar-
ren and why the FBI has been s0
reluctant to act.
The organized labor movement
-shonld demand 3 relentless search
for the criminals, whether the
threads lead to employers, fascist
groups, racketeers — or even to
union-hating provocateurs in the,
Detroit police depariment itself.

Purge-of ‘T

Tne sep of 'I,‘anlst “heresy”
have ¥ 29D remly . gapanned she
ound’ Airtile; sail in|
the” mnfcs *fo“ the,ﬁa‘rﬁzritzan 8tal
julsts., For thie, &r&t tilme Hince
e gxpilsion | of “the Yugoslavs

«inghe Confinfori, the Céntral
mﬁutfnn of the, Afneridsd CGam-
»muuﬁst Party took .formal action

o “sirarpen”.the sttuggle against
Pitaism” jnside *its own ranks.

Th's action was .taken> FY the
reanL plenary and extended meeﬁ-
wrs of the National Comnutl.ee
thc first since {he 11 leaders. of
the CP. have been reléeased on.
f)ah FT

0O the four-main items on :,he
aginda theie was one which'in
| clinded “the waging of a.sharper
straggle against Tiloism, ‘and
Titolie efforts fo disrupt the
| American peace movement.”

The report of the Daily Worker.
Dee. 29, does not go beyond the
slove-cited eryptic phrases, bt
these are quite ample to conclude
thal Moscow has ordered zn im-
medisle purge of Stall mst, ranks

itoists’

blicans. But Truman and his Con-
greos,onal colleagues st 11 have te
muaie some “liberal” gestures and
it appears that thev may agair
“make the record” on civii rightg

-lamslat:oh zarly’in the session.

‘hey have mo jntention, of
course, of waging any real fight
to fuifll this or any olher of their
1948 election promises, to the
American people. But Truman’s
strolegy is te use the very failure
to fulfill his promises-as a plea
for election of more Democrats
ta Congress next fall.

But ‘t's a-cinch the Tramsan
Temocrals won't be docile when
it eomes to fighting fof their real
program, Truman will use every
wéxpon and every ounce of
nressnre -he can muster ‘to put
~zer his “cold war” program for
1a50, From what has been re-
vealed abowt his plans for the
~oming federal budget, the Amer-
‘enn people are geing to continue
tn be soaked 20 cents out of every
dallzy of ther income for build-
‘ng {he war machine and arming’
~apiw‘ist reaction and imperial-
‘sn: all over the world,

And no matter what the liberals
and the labor leaders say abouf

['n 'h} .eountry, .

Truman and his “welfare state,

* HARRY s. Ti%UMAN

yvou ean't spend nearly 75 cents
cul of every federal tax dollar
for wars, past and planmed, and
left over for ade:
gtizte unempleyment compensg«
tior, health insurance, decem
old-age pens:ons, more housing, .
The CIO and AFL leadeFs are
playing 7 along with Truman’s
tricky game, They ‘have heen
ouliing the same stunt in every
eleeiion, If the Republicans win,
as in 1046, they plead lack of a
“progressive” majority in Con-
gres: and call on the workers to
end Congresgional reaction -by
putiing in more Democrats. If
the workers pui in more Diemo-
crads, ag in 1948, the union Jead-
ers complain that some of those
they supported have “double-
crossed” labor and now it is
NecasSary t.o elect “more ~re-
liable” and “more progresswe”
Demaocrats.

By the time the election rolls
around, we can be sure these
union leaders ggain will be back--
ing aiiy Democrat, no mattar How

Lcorziapt and veactiondry,. whom

Truman O.Ks. And they I eall
him- "‘progressne too.

The' burning issues confronling
the American workers are the
fearful domination by the mono-
polies, unemployrtent, the -stag-
geving  tax burden, the "witch-
hont and war preparations, Nonre
of these ixsues can be miet effec-
tively and resolved until labor
breaks with all caoitaligt pariies
and peliticians, brilds itsown in-
denendent party and fights for
pont:ra! powar 11\ its own name.

CLEVELAND, Dec. 28 — A
litile man in a black robe accom-
plished in a matter of minuvics
what the governor, the mayor, the
trangit. hoard, the hostile news-
vapers and the cowardly I[abor
fenders had not been able (g do
in five days. A two-bit judge, 2
uoltiical hack, broke the back of
an inepiring  demonstration of
union solidarity apainst insuper-
able odds when he ordered thr
Cleveland Transit workers 10 end
their sirike and return fo work

The injunction, asked by the
Ciaveland Transit Sysiem against
Locnl Division 268 of the AFIL
Amalgamated Associat’on of
“trect Electric Railway and Motor
Coxel Emoloyees, restrained the
winon and its oficers from picket
ing, striking, coercing or o
Hmidating  cmployees  of  the
svstem, and consorting to violale
the laws against strik'ng. Kven
move rinisier waw the provisien
ardermg the officers to fell the
men 10 relwrn to work; witheut
thiz, the ztrike might have con-
e, !

The strike, which began mid-
nizxkt, Dec. 21, developed out of »
long series of ungettled grievances

and centered aboul one main
jsaae — vaeation pay. For many

st gy P

yedrs there had been a stated
number of paid vacation hours.
In W Junge award the impartial
ummre (agreed to by both sides)
came np with a formula under
which the employee’s vacation pay
wonbil be decided by the average
ho.n!v work week for the preced-
g 3 weeks, Thiz meant a #nf &n
almost every employee, for their
work week had heen greatly
reanced. What seemed parlicularly
upfair was that ne such formule
had ever Been applied during the
war peried when everyone was
working upwards of 54 hours
werldiy.

FORMULA ENFORCED

This pari of the award was
immediately protested by
union, and the umpire agreed to
digerns The issue with both s des.
Frr varions reasons.  the  dis-
rimsion was postponed until 2o
mectmg seot for sarly Decomber,

Meanwhile, liowever, the man-
agement ]}0<=Led 2 bulletin putting
i effert the new  vacation
formuila.

This action, coupled with chisel-
ing o paying operators for cer-
tain 1ypes of schedules and failuve
to reclussily over 100 maintenance
men in eight months, caused- an

the®

wpripar among  the men. Local
President Thomas P, Meaney and
Financial Seeretary Harry Lang
iramediately demanded vevall of
the new formula and a return i
the former 95 hours vacalion pay;
ctherwige, théy warned, a_ sirike
would take place.

At 2 meeting Dec. 13, the mem-
Hership unan mously voled tc
stop work Dec. 21 if the vacation
wspe and four other subordinate
issuus were not settled satisfac-
torily. In Lhe ensuing week meet
inos -between’ the Jocal officer
end ‘he Trabsit Board (a live
waEn govern'ng board of the city-
ownel system} took place with-
ot wmettling the major issuc. An
international officer of the union
Roteit Stack, was sent in. The
Transit Board at the last momew’
agrocd to submit the issue to thr
umpive for “eclar fication,” Such
clurification promised to be noth-
ing more than a compromise
favorable to the management. Al-
|thau'~h Meaney had promised “or
a wewk he wouldn't compromise
on the issue and threafened fo
resign if the membersh'p zom-
promised, he accepted the offer
of the Transit Board and, with

Stack, promised Mayor Thomas

Court Smashes Cleveland Strike

Burke he would consult with hlm‘
before any strike took place.
VEMBERS VOTE

However, the members were in’

ne mood fo compromise, From:
$:30 to midnight, member - afier

wembier (both men, and women)
zoi up on the fioor and denounced

anv compromise. Against dthe
advice of their Jeaders, they gari
an inspiring demonstration af
their independence and militiney
by voling 496 te 287 agaimyt'n

uniit Jan., 15. This meant the
strike would stari ai m!d'ugh!__.
To their credit, Meaney and Stack
a'most 'mmedialel v accommodated:
themselves to the members” g
timents, ordered the strike jrka
effect and from then on led Ik
with full ardor. ’
STAR IN THE BACK _

"Thus began one of the hitterest
jubor batlles in Cleveland sitice

the late thirties when the CI{
was organizing. Mayoer Burke ifms

mediately stepped into the. ﬁgl-l.i_

and denounced the strikers: The
sirikers were stabbed in. the bax!h

by the milk-fed Jeaders of ihe .
Cleveland Fedetation, of I.nli-grp-

motion 1o postpene sirike action”

(Contingid on page 4 -
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- 1949 Trends Point Up New Year’s Tasks :
 Both Camps in Cold War Labor Made Few Gains
" Faced Senous Troubles Durmg Past 12 Months *®

By Alberi Parker By Joseph Kejler
" The major events of the year on the international field were the end of the Amer- 1949 was a-bad year for the American trade unions. At no time since the end of
" fean monopoly on atomic “secrets,” the deepening crisis of Stalinism in BEurope, the the war chd thev .make fewer economic galnq \And the 81st Congress dealt labor blow

conguest of China by the Chinese Stalinists, the formation of two Garman puppet gov- 7 Blow. Co )
L ernments, the adoption and im- 2 " For-the meager. cohccsswns he®— :

THE MILITANT .‘ Monday, January 2, 1950 °

Symbol of the Old Year

plgmentatlon of 1the Atlantic Pact |wmshal to exeeyle its orders lh(:n" p'011(216‘:‘s. Tlm b]oi:kac‘]e of workeys’ rIid “m’, they had te]cumstunces, fought magrificently, | modest demands was all the more. . :
and, finally, the ineipiont world | there, The hysterieal adulation | Berln was lifted, bui this did not l'gh: *ardel “than ever, The steel’ aggressively and successfully — | brazen because profilts and divi- :
economic crisis marked an thezcrorded the  tyrant o - the lift the —heavy .hand Of. tiis "’Qﬂf d to strike 42 days for{covld and shonld have brought [dends had soared to new ]Jeflks .'
one hand by {he devalualion of |Kremiin on his 70th Birthday wus | secupiers from either Berlin o | sy omeurange -and - petjsmn bi;{ger guim in 1949, . 2. Steel, for instance, was

currencies set of f by Britain and,
on the other, by the open
emergence of insoluble contradie-
tions in the operstion of the

Marshall Plan,
The news of an atomic ex-
plosion in the Soviet Union did
not retard the planz of U, 8. im-
perialism to rearm its satellites
for wventual war against the
Soviet Union and against re-
: beHiona movements al home or in
i the: colonies. Less than a.week
i later fhe U. 8. Congresa pasued
a bill providing the money fovr
the beginning of such rearma-
ment, which had alresdy heen ap-
proved in the Atlantic Pact earlier

in the year.

A
f ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
| 11, S. imperialism In 1949 was
R lese waorried by the military
potential of the Soviet Union and
its sateltifes than by the economic
. .. problems arismg in its own eamp,
‘egpecially Western Europe. The
- Marshall Plan, having restored
production to prewar levels, was
- rinnipg into insurmountable dif-
ficvitics. By the end of the year
it was estimated that s'x mil
lioh ons of steel capacity werr
idle in Western Eurebe becausc
of “averpreduction” — one of the
classic contradictions of capital-

ism tliat assumes an especially -

ageravated character against the
background of a war-torn’ eon.
tinent. Co
'To gurvive, Europe must buy
from the U. S. but’'it cannot dr
g0 without' continued Marshal
gid, due to end in 1862; it canne
do so unless it can also sell ic
the . 8. {whose productive plant
is {ar superior) and, in addition
find mew markets elsewheré. Bu!
Y. 8. capitalism, far from open:
ing up its, home markets I«
Rurope or relinquishing markets
¢ dbroad. is reaching out itself fo
new ones, including FEurope’
presert or past colonial empirves

NO CURE IN SIGHT
5 Faifure to put Western Europs
back on its fecl so that it ca
wilk economically by itsel
threatens to set off soeial and

nol  unmixed with emotlons of
deepseated fear, not only on the
part of the singers of the praises
hul of their object as well.

THE TITO TENDENTY
Tileism began to shape up .as
o distinetive politieal {endency
nst  wear when the Yugoslay
leaders were compelled to abanddn
ul{ hopes of reconciliation with
the Kremlin and to begin to tell
some truths . publicly
Stalin’® erimes in order to arouse
support for themselves among the
masset at home and abroad. It
shinwed  itgelf, temporarily at
joust, as o tendeney siil} based.on
fundamental Stalinist doetrines,
sucit as Lhe reactionary theory of"
“socialiam in one ecountry” and
the  ‘“monolithie, one- faction
party,” while rebelling against
many of the comsequences of those
d-etrines,

Haow 1his new tendency will|]
develop depends on a great many
factors: on how long the Tito
repime survives; on how much
<upport it receives in i1s fight
with the Kremlin from the in-
ternational working class; on
whether it is able to rewist not

‘but the pressure of tmpehalism.

aid jo Tito in the hope of en-
~puragring  additional  diraffection
from the Kremlin; on-the einerg-
ence of a genuinely.- Lep;;.nist (that
is, Trotskyist) tertdenoy in’ Yugo- |
<lavia, either: mg;de o .outsnde of
the Titoist partys and so an.

But whatever hahpens. to Tito-
isp-n the end, oné thing is sure:
Tts vebellion has alreddy set into
wotion all- over Eastern Europe |
*he forces of wass  fesistance
against  Stalinism  and  against,
antioral oppression which will
revive the socialist revolution

sverything else.

Jvey Gelmany the _industrial
heart of Eureps,” c(mtmuerl with-
sut panse throughdut. the wvear
wnd  diselosed, in passihg', how;

about| gy

anly the attacks of the I\remllnh

now extending a small amount i

‘hat the Kremlin thought it had _I
rrushed and which it fears above [%

The Washington'- Moscow duet}.

whe vost of Germany.

a united ‘Cermany, but both went
ahezd and deepened the divigion
of -the country by setting up their
own puppet governments claim:
ing {o represent the entire nation
On both sides the Nazis were wel

into positlo'lfls fof .power; on Totl
aldob ”plans Hiore amder way :for
_smuhah'ment wf @ or-
# hy -offivers

otl-Anter Fiter -and
mtfe‘éﬁhinz 4o gaim by,
rpmhitari’m%wn anif fhe couthrenk
ol 4 ;néw “WOYld war,

OVERTURN JEN ¢ ﬁmﬁm
“Tlie eold ﬁfﬁ{ﬁ
evany figla. Mive Weoell Podapation’
of Praile Unions, rereated &8 i@
gegtibe df allied m‘)ity aduring 'the
Ay, “Was oW eplit, leaving only-
the Rialinigt--gomingted unions’
Lehind, @md Lrovping the -lahor |
burepncedts bagkingiihe State De-’

guerritla waxare in H@ndece, e
Stalinists leapiched T T e T bk
“pance offisnsives,” whiel) -aehiev-"
K e\eac.t'ly nﬁthi.ﬂ,g The-Roreisn,
YMinigtevh ‘Confepence met once in
‘Parig, -and a@]‘imved the same.
Ditto the UN "Qeneral ASSemb]y
session in New York.

“The higgsdt setback
pertalism occurred-im Chma ere |
the Stalinist -led peasant aﬁnxes
fook. aver ove province aff.er,u,;mv
utﬁer as Chiang Kai-shékls forces
ware: wdnhzn without resistince
right’: off the mainland. Thé Stal-
inifts proclalmed & new govern-
went: ghd the sanctity of capital;
ist proifuction, prohib;ted strikes,
'hkned athe *Wprkmg day ang

M e

to Staim anﬂ.
spee plnum aboim th
of ion, d

L

jmssib:];ty
i hment in

Ilach side avowed support faor |

comedback in Jaxge numbers and

partmené an‘d Fatican parme
v fhe meow lpderhational -Oon-
fedevation rof et Myade ‘Ummns‘

Stalin's .deteyrmination 2o geﬁ
Tite brought -about the saanﬁ ol

The\;above s¢ene from one of

-consequences of cou wm— “anti-

-ofp concert
goers 9t Peekskill, N, ¥y, hlast summer symbohm ihe %

state oE cml hberue\s m the United States.

'|_

the two mob assaults

th

communist™. f pag‘and

1mro‘nahst m':bzt But \nelthel
possibility  can - be digmissed in
this way.any moresthan i was

ot by. Titd"s awm trips to Moscow
|before his. break. The facts ave
Fré'ndeﬂ mfor

that the Kremlin simply’ cannot
treat a less powerful nation on
the "basis of equality wnthout
bringing into question the manner’
in which it treats the smaller na-
tions in. Epstern Europe, and that
the  Chinese "Stalinists, like the

.;_'Ytig.pslava. caine to power with-

but the aid of the Soviet Union
and ‘Eherefore are in & position to
proglain their mdependehce
they find the need should avise.

CCLONTAL WORLD

. The vesr hegan in Indonesia
with a murderouas blitzkrieg - by
U. &.-equipped Duteh’ armies
aganst the Republican {forces.
Despite temporary successes, the
imperialists soon realized that
they did not have the strength Lo
complele]y qguell the rebellious
=l masses and that they wonld have
to share the power with the
bowrgeois Republican leadership
headed by Sukarne and Hatta.
By the end of the yeary therefore,
a “compromise” was worked out
for the establishment of a federa-
tion called the “United Stiles of
JIndenesia” as a part of the Dutch
emplre.g Behind the scenes Wash-
ington « participated in this be-
Arayal of . the Indomesian strug-
gle.  {or :independence, and ap-
proved it because it dpens the way
for egsier -penztration by Wall
| Streel into the -rich Indonesian
.market. - et

Mitlle chffe\ence here is between

'_ & the }mqsx-

; As,t’];e‘,(lhmese Stalmlst Arm ‘e’

Cu na, the l'rench imperialists.
«,howetl fright al the prospect of
the Viet Namese fighters for in-
dojendence Téeeiving enough . aid
from the Chinese to drive ‘the
ronch butche1s and their pubpat,
Bzo Dai, out of ihe counify. Bo
thev appesled to Washington and
Immediately got.assurances -that
they would be able to use mili-
tary " aig cobtained through the
Atlantic Pret against the Viet
’\iamese magses.

Inn Latin' America the shift was
to the right ag; reactionary gov-
crtiments hmckech their way “into
office or spiHed rivers of blood to
keep from bemg; ramoved. In Aus-
tyalia and New Zealand con-
sorvative governments véplaced
Luaborite regimes, underscoring
the character of the Social Demo-
cracy as caretakers for capital-
ism in crisis,

ONE THING LACKING

In summary, capitalism as s
decaying world system spent the
fouwrith postwar year under the
sign: of the cold war in a world
thut remains in a stale of poli-
tical [erment, economic instability
and social disequilibrium, Stalin-
iam found itself faced wilhi dis-
content in ifs own  ranks that
premizes teo flare inte open
vebellton at the fiest favorable
opportanity. ‘All that was lacking
was A mass revolutionary party
ic iake advaniage of these criges
te turn the world right side up
by the socialisi revolution. And
all rover the world the Fourth
International - and. its sympa-
thizars are working with all their
energies to Yamedy this lack.

gﬁm

;sgx‘mo‘ﬁths After, move, than four
*hlanthe of battle' against’ police

I‘Iue “Ford.” “urke’re haid ;o]
strﬂw 21 da;fs over a speed-u
. [that! {muld :mﬂ'tig‘ﬂy have!
Seehsetthed. in routﬁnf; grieyance
Hracedurs. <
In 2 growing numbel éf gn-
fanced.  the . workers’ fc-ug‘ht
protraeted* “oaktles that
.ndg’d in neo ;mms §‘t ‘all, The
.E;‘;mgel wo1}<er% were force"d A0
eal).-ofd their plcketlme‘i ulfer

‘terror, comt injunetions, and
st keblaakers, {he Bell Aireraft
univn. in Buffale had tra Aeeepl
arbitration’ mvmg the workers
vothing and v}ctnnmpg a rumber
of ‘putslanding militarits, -

MINERS’ FIGHT CONTINUES

Nothing better illustrates the
oxXtreme resistahce which tlie em-
\;h’wem put up than the coal con-
fhigt.” Foor times the fighting
‘niiftors went on strike under an
aggressive leadership, but at the
vear’s end the issue has remained
anresoelved and the baitle is con-

finuing. .
Buet, aside frowm gporadic and
targely  defensive  strikes, the

laber movement presented a ple-

atiributable to growing unem-
nloyment and (eckining produe-
tior, Average unemployment was
sver 4 million, wilth anether 4
million or more reduced to part-
(time at lower pay.

Many union leaders seized on
the fivst dip in the economic eycle
as 1 pretext for abandoning wage
deomards, Outstanding examples
were Potofsky of the CIO Amal-
gumated Clothing Workers, Rieve
of ihe CIO Textile Workers,

Tnfaverable economic econdi-
tions, however, do not -satisfac-
tarldy aceount for the general
retreat of the unions. Continuing
frigh prices, rising rents, speed-

gave added weight to issues like
the pension — all were impulsions
toward urnion struggle. Besides,
the unions’ size, power and ex-
perience loday as compared to.
say, 1937 — when labor, ander

, ﬁ'}a Y‘ Y SETBACKS

depeudence on the While House

ture of spathy. In part, {his was

up in the plants, insecurity that

I3

k ’!‘lfp key. to labor's difficulties
ang qelbaolm this past year is to
be found in-the politics of the top
‘Wpion - leéaders, Their pathetic

to

proveg. costiy
kabor,

The union leaders, like Murtay
adl Reuther, spread the itiusion
that all the workers had to do
was rely on- Harry. One year ago
they “vere celebrating what they
called the “Great Victory.” The
etection of Trumak and 2 Demo-
cralic Congress, they maintained,
would assure the repenl of the
Tafi-Hartley Act, passage of eivil
righls legislation, enactment of
a vast program of expanded social
benefits — a “PFair Deal”

Moveover, these union leaders
contended, the trinmph of ihe
Truman Democrais would sofien
ihe rmplovers. And if the cor-
porationz tried io balk labor's
economic damands, Truman would
put the heat on them. After all,
Truman knew who elected him
and there had to be some grati-
tude in politics.

But Truman and the Teuman
Nemserats fulfilied none of their
cleetion promises fo labor. When
the attempt to repeal the Taft- |
flariley  Act  went down to
ignmminious  defeat pven
though the 'Pramanites were
willing to accepl almost every-
thing of the original aet but its
title — it was clear how illusory
were the high hopes which the
labor Jeaders had put in their
“Great Vietory.”

BOSNES BOLDER

It was not labor nor Truman
who took the offensive — but Big
Business. Emboldened by their
suctesses in a Demogratic Con-
gress —— a “progressivé” Con-
gress as the union leaders hod
laheled it — the monopolists be-
came more arrogant and ap-
gressive, They eoncertedly declar-
ed they would recognize no wagre
demainds; they drove the workers
in an ever-more intolerable speed

immeasurably

far wmore adverse ecopomic ¢iv-

up. Their resistance to Jabor's

political convilsions leading t«
the overthrow of
Pevalvation as 2 means of cloain-
the gap of the “dollar shortape’
wil have little effect unles
accompanied by a drive to lower

workers — which may lead to thr
direst consequences in terms of
capitalisi stability,

Economic erisis n  Western
Europe™ wilk, inevitably be ex-
tendcd into_and combine with the
economie .- crisis in the U. 8.
Unification of the European eco
nomies now tompeting with one
angther, destruction of natiana
trade barriers, nationalzation «7
industry’ under -workers’ contrgl
and genuine planhning alone ¢a.:
solve Eurdpe’s economic problems
But ruch “measyres are more
abhorrent to capitalism than holy
water is reputed to be to the
devil. That's why U. 8. imperial-
ismt is so concerned about the
economic maladies of Western
Eurdépe — and why it's doomed
not te find a cure for them.

S’PA_I_JN’S TROUBLES
The political and economic crisis
wracking Stalinism in  Eastern
~ Eorope is no lesg insoluble, Al
- of the Kremlin’s efforts to smash,
the registance of the Yugoslavs
expelled from the Cominform in
1948, met with dismal fatlure in
14949, and sympathy for the Yugo-
‘slavs has spread into every Stal.
inigt party in Europe. The Comin-
fotm had to devote virtmally all
jtg: altention to fighting “Tito-
“erid” last year,
L . Stalin, unable to export the pro-
" ducts needed by the people of
Hagtern Europe, exported Moscow
tiialy snd bloed purges instead.
Xoke was exccuted in Albania,
Rejk in Hungary, Kostov in Bul-
= gaFia, Gomulka was disgraced in
./ Poland, Markos was removed in
"G@raece, and heads fell elsewhere
‘ from men who had occupied lead-
- ing positions in the international
. Btalinist hievarchy. The infection
of “Titoism” epread fo France,
Germany, Ttaly and Norway; can
thefé be any doubt that its effects
ﬁiaﬂe their way even among the
dhréssed nations in the Soviet
* Union itsef?
fhe Kremlin bureaueracy
el stttmg ot a powderkeg too, jusi
- Rite the” Jmperlallsts It erjoys so
Iitﬂe ‘gupport in its . satellite
domaine that it cannot even find

ig

capilalism .

the living siandards of Europea:

By George Breltmah

Never befove in United Stites
“isiory -were ejivil liberties under-
mined and sitacked ou sb many
franis a6 in 1949. The capitalist
stass and_ its government scored
Tew, advances in their transforma-
‘inni, of” the country inte 3 police
*late, bat they did vot have it all
their ewn way. For in this same
neriod mass -\remstance, even
‘hough it was “still.. unorgamzed
‘on fhe whole, - began té eéxpress
Hxelf in opposition-to the grow-
ing infringements on the Bill of
Rights and to recognize the need
tor united actioft ‘against  the
v iich-hunters. ~

The aim of the ruling class is
to achieve political conformity
to intimidate dissidents, to dis-
courage the development of any
movement that might challenge,
the rule of capitalism and all ite
works — imperialist war, miti-
tavization, economic insecurity
racial  oppression. In a word,
thnight-eontrol, '

THE METHODS USED

And to obtain it, ne method js
toe  reactionary to be used:
purges, blacklists, trials, introduc-
t'on of the practice ¢f conviction
without trial, acceptance of the
doctrine of gmlt by association,
presumption of guilt in  the
absence of proved innceence, de-
porlations, employment of stool-
pigrons, “loyalty” oaths, laws,
violationg of the law like wire-
tapping, demagogy, assumption of
arbitrary and unconstitutional
powers through execut've decree,
pefection of plang for military
diclatmship, incitement of mass
hiveteria and mob violence.

The ostensible target of this
dr've is the Communist Party,
which ig widely discredited ‘and
hated as an apologist and agent
of the Kremlin, But as was proved
by ihe trial of the 11 Stalinist
lcaders under the Smith Aect, the
government’s moves aga nsl them
szl the pattern for outlawing any
sroup with ideas inacceptable to
the ruling class.

Despite the Attorney General’s
“reaspuring” denial, the wupheld-

sHidtworthy quiglingy/in Poland
hﬂt must opén’[y«app rztr a Russian
£

ing of the Stalinist convictions by

Civil lee

previs usly refused to upset the
eony étlon of the 18 Trotskyists
tm-d in Minneapolis under tl;le
savde Smith: Act — would open,
the way for the total suppressien
of minorily” polltlcal part;eﬂ

):\-|

TREATMENT 0[“ LAWYERS

IL has become dangerous not

only 1o hold certain ldeas, but
even Lo act as counsel in c¢ourt
for those holding them. This was
demonstrated by the vindictive
“contempt™ sentences -imposed on
*he lawyers in the Foley Square
and Harry Bridges trials as well
a5 by the exclusion of defense
~onnsel in' the case of the Trenton
Six, where “dangercus” thoughts
were attvibuted not to the Negre
defendants  in the Northern
Seotishoro frameup, but io .the
reeanization that hired the law-
yers for them,
The extension of this practice
will lead logically to the kind of
“Lrials" staged in Rastern Europe.
where lawyers for the defense are
limited to “econfessions” when
their clients refuse to confess or
to vleas for mercy when they do
But last year, like the yesr be-
fore, most of the attacks on civil
I'berties took place outside of the
eonpcls. The center, the ingpira-
tion and the model for these
~trtacks was  the goverhment
"loyalty” purge based on the “sub-
versive” Dblacklist of organiza-
tions denied the right to know on
what grounds they were included
and denied the opportunity to
defend themselves apainst their
aceuser's at an open hearing.

EXTENSION OF PURGE

Some  people underestimated
the significance of the puorge.
ascuming that it applied only to
povernmenf employees, How
wrony they wers was shown last
yvear, The purge blacklist was
adapted without much change for
use in state legislation — the
Ober Law in Maryland, the Fein-
berg Law in New York, requir-
ing *“loyali¥” oaths from teachers,
the Tumulty Law reguiring oaths
from candidates for political of-
fice, the Ohis law reguiring oaths
frem applicants for wunemploy-
ment insurance. It was -extended

ap,nrﬂaéhed ghe bmdel 01“ “Tndo~

at um:m, 'm!uslrnl Workers
of - the Wm'lizl;* Swhichy' Holds cogs
tracta with—a’ ‘number of- em-
plovers.
,f‘t'wa{e mstltutlons, calchmfr
thelr employees. In Texas stu-
dents as well as teachers must
sign an oath agnually. In New
Yorxk City the Rev. John Howard
‘del’sh was removed from his post
because of hiz son's association
with a group on the Attorney
General’s list. Most ominous of
st wss the extension of this
system on the one hand into the
unions and en the other hand inte
the factorles, where the majerity
of the workers are involved and
witere the employers hiave the
connivance of the brass hats in
charge of military contracts.
The vear's outstanding viola-
tion of this kind was the dis-
charge of &ix strike leaders at
the Bell Aireraft Corporation in
Buffalo whom the company had
been trying to get rid of for a
long time. A brass hat decision
that they were poor security
riskg” because they were allegedly
members of groups on the hlack-
list was upheld by a Dewey-
apuoinied “fact- finding” boaxd,
whose decision the UAW local in
the plant had stupidly agreed io
accept,
Afterwards the Wright Aero-
nautical Corporstion near Pater-
son  demanded that the union
accept a contractual elause grant-
iy the company the right Lo fire
“subversives,” which the unjon
indigrantly refused to do. And
in_an openly pnion-busting move
fhe Stewart-Warner Corporation
in Chicago fired five workers who
refused to sign non-communist
affidavitsa

BRASS HAT PLANS

The repressive role of the brass
hats was revealed mot only In
these incidents bui in the news
which they permitted to leak out
abaut their plans for establishing
a totalitarian military dietator-
ship on the day war is declared
— if they can’t get it sooner.
Carried away by their own en-
thusiasm and arvogance, they
even published the names of in-

the spirit, began to apply. it to|

mm .u:fﬁ ,Ls;@vho would bc put
in, cmnma i *of the New York
and Pu{}j.sbﬁrﬁ‘h areas. As the vear
ended: U. S. Senator MeCarthy
(R., Wisc.} charged the. Army was
fnilowing a Blueprint drawn up
by a Nazi peneral, aiming at
“assumption of conirel by the
niilitary over the civilian economy
before an actunl outbreak of
war”?

PLENTY OF VIOLENCE

Supplementing these carefully-
planned moves was (ke mob
vinlenee inspived by the architects
of the witch-hunt. The most spee-
tacuiar were the azsaults on two
Paul Robesen conceris nrear
Peekskill, where cops and iocal
officials colinboreted with hood-
lum  elements who heat up
hundreds of people peacefully
exercising their right to assembiy,

But there were others, includ-
ing attacks in Chicago on the
heme of a white un’on organizer
who had invited Negro fellow-
unienists, and the reign of terror
unleashed in Groveland, Flovida,
where the entire Negro com-
munity was driven oui in fear
for their lives. Thig was only one
of many incidents involving the
vevival of Ku Klux Klan elements
in the South.

Th's atmaosphere, where mob
violence is never punished and
always eondoned in one form or
another, undoubtedly contributed
te the venewal of murdeious
atiacks on labor leaders, includ-
ing ithe shooting of Vietor Reuther
and the placing of dynamite “n
the UAW headguarters in Detroit,
the attempted murder of a tele-
phone union organizer in Chio,
the assassination of ILGWU or-
ganizer Wlliam Lurye in New
York City, etc.

As the Groveland case showed
in the South and the Trenten case
in the North, nothing important
hag ehanged for the Negro peuple
in 1949, despite the oceans of
orafory about eivil rights leg!sla-
tion and the appointment of a
{ew Negroes lo government and
ecowzt posts. The Republicans
joined the Southern Democrats in
the Senate in putting over a
filibuster rule that makes the

the Baupreme Court —— which had

for the firat time in 1349 to cover

dividaal capitalists and corpora-

'ttacked On Every Front

viitually  impossible, and ihe
liberal ,Trumanites {headed by
Humphrey and Douglas) joined
the Southern Democrats in killing
anti - segregation amendments n
cducation and housing,

For the 67th time Truman reaf-
firined his determination to enact
hiz civil rights platform, bat
where he already had the power
1o act apgainst Jim Crow -- in
the avmed forces, government-
financed or insured housing,
and government employment —-
he continued to try to bamboozle
the people with gestures that
have no confent and permiit the
Jim Crow sysiem {o thrive with
little modification.

SIGNS OF RESISTANCE

Public resistance to the whole
witch-hunt began to manifest
ilstlf, especially after the re-
velation at ithe Coplon trial that
the TBI was operating a huge
network of informers and stool-
pigeons, paid out of the public
neasury 1o snoop and spy on
eitizens in all walks of life. Tru-
mun hastened to stem the dev-
etepment of this resistance by
assuring the people thai they had
notnng  to worry about, that
“hysteria” always dies out by
itself in time. He himself, how-
evar, did nothing io lessen the
witeh-hunt and in fact gave it
s personal stamp of approval
by demonstratively clevating its
chief executor, Tom Clark, to ihe
1. 3. Supreme Court.

Bul mass coneern over eivil
vigghts bas not abated. A Gallup
poll, published in QOctober, re-
vealed that despite the incitations
to the contrary, only 5% of those
auestioned favored free speech
curbs on “communism.”

" The growth of the opposition
to tkonghi-control can be mauged
by the ever-widening support for
the fight to reinstate Fames Kut-
cher, the legless wveteran fired
from the VA because of his mem-
bership ir the Socialist Workers
Party, whose national tour last
vear was a signal snccess.

It was mass opposition that put
a stop to the textbook - burning
plans of the House Un-American
Committee {which Truman had

which got the biggest appropria-
tion in its history from the Demo-
crat-controlled Bist Congress).
Annther oxpression of mass
seniiitent is the National Civi!
Ights Mobilization conference
sparked by the NAACP, whict
will he held in Washingtgn or
Jan, 15 and which the Tramaniter
are going to try to appease witl
a repetition of the sham battlc
against  fil'busteving that  ihey
staged in 1949, .

FOR UNITED MABS ACTION
The power of fthe oppositior
was reflected also in fhe =statr
court decisions invalidating the
Ober, Feinberg and Tumultsy
laws, Onc consequence of thesr
dec sions has been the renewal of
hope in some quarters that the
courts can be relied on to hal’
the advance of reackion. But such
hopes overlook the fact that ir
each case there was mass resist
ance to the lnws, and that with-
out such mass resistance the
decisions might very well have
been different. They alse over
look the fact that the U. 8
Supreme Court more recently har
refused to rule oh a case chal
lengsrg “loyalty” oaths in Lor
Angeles and that the federa’
court in Washinglon vpheld the
constilutionality of the govern
ment purge in two separate caser

liast wear.
. Apother manifestation of thr
desire for an all-oul struggle

against the drive toward a poliee
stale was the fight waged at the
national B3l of Rights Conference
in New York last July. This
promising mnvemént was blown
up by the Stalinist majority’s
frenzied determination Lo provent
it from defending the eivil rights
af their opponents, especially ihe
Trotskyists.

Bu: the non-Stalinist forces at
the conference, including many
prominent liberals and Walla-
ceites as well as the SWP — by
fighting to defend the rights of
ALL victims of the witeh-hont —
clarified and popularized the prin.
cipled position which is  in-
dispensable for the soccess of |-
any mass movement dedicaled to

thé preservation and extension of |

in
deciare the largesi single dividend
in the world history of industry.

pension demands. They )
iren-clad opposition, But they did

oroxsive unienists
fioht for itrade union democracy
and the building of a genuine left-
wing hased on 2 program -of mili-
tant siruggle on the econontice

field of -

aking in 505 more profits than
1948; Generai Motors could

In the face of these profits,

Murvay of the Steel Workers and
Reuther X
wepe forced to press for Wwage and:

of the Auto Workers
» met with
fight.

not prepare for any real

Thay turned instead to Truman,
hoping to cush in on his “wrati-

tude.”

Truman, at Murray’s behest,
sof w. a “faet-findinge” board on
{he steel issue. At ihe hearings,
the indugtry spokesmen scarcely
hothered to make a case; they

they openly dared the umion io

¢coded to the monepoligts on al-
maost every point. 1t rejected Lhe
wition's major dewmand for a wapge
increuse and advoeated o wage
freeze Tor all baslc indurtri ifs. As
a sop to the mion, ihe board ve-
commended & company - financed
insnrsace and pension prgeram Lo
cost nol more than 10 conts am
hour per worker.

PEXNSION SETTLEMENTS

Reuther prabbed for this for-
muia, made a quick deal with
Ford and. rammed it down the
throats of the Ford workers, al-
thouapk he encountered unex-
peciedly powerful oppasition and
suffered a damaging blow to his
presiige in the union,

Muiray alse grabbed for the
penzion crumb. But the steel
mognie wouldn't wield anything.
Trawman, instead of puiting the
heat on the sieel companies, kept
wmun a8 an oyster. Murray was
forced to call a costly 42-day
recormmendalions  of  Truman’s
own board.

Thus, from first to last, .the
pelicies of the union leaders
proved bankrupt.
gains to show, either in the pay
envelopes or in social legistation,
Had they heen square - shooters
with their members, they woenld
have admitted their failures and
{ried to honestly examine ihe
veagsoens for them.

UNION WITCH-HUNT

Instead, they covered up their
pwn failures with a hue and cry
againgt the “Comrmaunists.” N is

war” of American
and ils State Departmeni. But
the cxceplional viruience of their
drive reflected to a large extent
the union leaderships’ {ear of any
Jiecugsion eor differences over
‘heiv policies which directly af-
fected the workers’ immediate
inieresta. ’

- Iu the CIO particularly, the top
bureavcrats drove to slence all
sppasition and concentrated all
acwer in their own hands. The
2limax was reached at the recent
CI0 convention in an orgy of
antj - “communism” in which the
needs of the CIO wovkers were
Tmply broshed aside. The Muy-
*ay  machine voied ijtgzelf um-
vrecedenled centralized authority
aver CIO affiliates and establish-
=¢ diseriminatory political cond-
tions for full membership rights
hy barring “Communists” {from
holding nat'onal CI0 office. It ex-
pelied the United Electrical Work-
=15 und established machinery for

| *he expulsian of other Stalinist-

Ted unions.

This purge ~- begun sagainst
‘he d'serediterd and wvulnerable
Stnlinists — is being extended o
wyone who dares i6 disagree in
~ny way, with the Murray ma-
~hine aud its “CIO National
Poliey.” Thus, in the Nai,ipnal
Maritime Unjon, the Curran ma-
~hine, following ithe CIO eonven-
{ion, ran vough - shod over the
rang-and-file. Al oppose
Currvan's “loyalty” program — in-_

whao

shiding outstanding anii - Stalin-

ists — are heing victimized. He

4id not even hesitaie to eall in
ithe cops-to suppress the majovliy
oppesition in New York.

The labor events of 1949 place

en ihe top of the agends for pro-

in 1950 the

and the construction
ahnr’s awn party on the political

adoption of civil rights bhills

called 2 “dead duck™ in 1948 and

democratic liberties.

field,

denounced ihe board to ils facey -

s{vike Tor this, the board con- -

strike to win even the meagrer -

They had no '

‘true this fitted in with the “cold;
imperialiam

/

J'
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TROTSKY

“A totalitarian regime, whether of Stalinist or fascist type,
by its very essence can be only a temporary transitional regime.
Nalked dictatorship in listory has gonerally been the product
and the symptom of an especially severé social erisis, and not
at all of a stable regime. Severe crisis cannot be a permanent
condition of society. A totalitarian state is capable of sup-
preesing social contradietions during a certain period, but it
is incapable of perpetuating itself. The monstrous purges in
the USSR afe most convineing testimony of the fact that
Soviet society ovganically tends toward ejection of the hureauc-

—Leon Trotsky, In Defense of Marxism, 1-9’3’:‘?!‘“} b

x Page Three

{Un Dec. 1 the Iniernational
Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-
nalicnal issued an open leiler to

LE!QIN

"Secret’’

The Atomic Energy Commission. has
for years held documentary proof that
the Soviet Union has possessed all the
basgic theorefical knowiledge about the
“gecret” of fhe atom-bomb since 1940.
That is the year when the U. 8, govern-
‘mtent began its Tirst tentative moves to
investigate the possibilities of developing
an atomic weapon and a year before this
country got into the war.

But it was not until last week that of-
ficials of the AEC revealed translations
of Russian scientific documents, publish-
ed in 1940, which show that Soviet scien-
tists long ago had all the essential infor-
mation to develop an atomic bomb — the
bomb about which Truman informed the
world last Sept. 23. A score of U. 8. libra-
ries, including the Library of Congress,
also possess copies of these documents,

These documents had been published
openly by the Russian government, but
the translation of them in this country
had been stamped “secret” by officialg of
the Army’s Manhattan District atomic

propect to conceal the fact that the U. 3.
Was col]ectmg znformatwn about the Rus-

sian “secrets.”

The facts about the Soviet documents
and their possession by the AEC, reveal-
ed in an extensive United Press dlspatch
from Washington on Dec 28, throw a new

The Purge in the

The Dec. 12 Militant pointed out that
the Department of Defense has sef up
a four-man Industrial Employment Re-
view Board to act as an “appeals body”
for workers fired oubtof plants with gov-
ernment contracts on politicsl, “moral” or
other grounds.

We denounced this moeve as a fraud be-
cause the members of the board are ap-
pointed by the Department of Defense it-
se}f and because the board will be bound
by the Atiorney General’s arbitrarily-se-
lected “subversive” list, which iz used as
the basis of the purge in the plants just
as it iz used in the purge of government
employees.

Under the previous procedure a worker
could be fired for “membership in or sym-
pathetic association with” any of the or-
ganizations on this list. Under the new
procedure exactly the same system will
prevail. 1t will not help the worker any
to point out to the “appeals” board that
his organization is not “gubversive” and

_that it was never even given a hearing at

which it could examine or answer the
charges against it; so far as the board is
concerned, the 1liegai “gubversive” list
has the force of law.

All this is as well known to the CIO
leaders as it i3 to us. Yet the CIO News
writes of the new board as something

‘that Was No' Secret ik

Fod

light on- the. spy-gcar"e and witch- hunt.
that the. govgrnment has whipped up over
the -past *t‘hbge yéars to'terrorize and si-

policies.

- Washington authorltles —_— 1ncludmg
Truman — knew all along that thére was
no real “secret” about. the atomiic bomb. -
In fact ‘the very sciéntistd who worked
on the atomic project and were begt in:
formed on the matter repeatedly stated
that there was no “gecret.””

But the witch-hunters in Washington
took advantage of the average person’s
ignorance about the new atomic wonder. -
They drowned out the volces of the scien.
tists with their Hollywood-like Congres-. |
sional “investigations” of “spies” "and::
“Communists.” Truman steamed it up
with his “loyalty’’ purge of government
employees and spy trials. Lurid Stories
were ballyhooed in the preds and over the
radio about “leakages’ of atomlc “ge-
crets.” :

But the only real “atomic spy plot” hasg
turned out to'be the plot of the warmong-
ers and police-staters in Washington to
muzzle free opinion in America under the
pretext of safeguarding atomic “secrets”
which Russian scientists described in pub-
lic prints nine years ago.

Plants

designed by the Department of Defense
to avoid complaintg of “military arbitra-
riness” in the future. And the United
Automobile Worker says: “While the
charter, procedure and criteria governing
the actions of the new board do not go
the whole way in meeting the standards
of due process of law demanded in reso-
lutions on loyalty and security investiga-
tiong and dismissals adopted by the UAW-
CIO and the 1949 CIC Convention, they
do represent a long step in that direction.”

The chief thing that seems to impress
hoth these papers about the new board is
that it permits purged workers to be rep-
resented by their ynions in appeal hear-
ings. Bpt that fact does not alter the
thoroughly anti-labor character of the
whole purge proceedings any mere than
it would be -altered by a new regulation
requiring that the lefter notifying a work-
er that he is being fired because of his
political convictions must be typed on
union-made paper by a member of an of-
fice workers union.

‘It is time for the-labor movement to
quit pussyfooting with the purge, to stop
looking for “progressive” improvements
in its operation, and to start fighting it in
earnest and in its entirety. Either the la-
bor movement will put an end to the
witch-hunt or the witch-hunt will put an
end to the labor movement.

4

New  Status of Indonesia

After a rule of almost 350 years the
Dutich colonialists found themselves un-
able to retain direet rule over the fabu-
lously wealthy empire of Indoneszia and
its 77 million inhabitants. For four years
they waged war with American muni-
tions and funds to reimpose upon the in-
surgent masses their “model” colonial en-
slavergent and finally had to agree to
share power with the native Indonesian

. capitalists.

With martial law still in effeet through
most of the territories, the Indonesian
peoples were told that they were hence-
forth independent, becoming “free and
equal partners” in a Netherlands-Indone-
gian Union where the ultimate “legal sov-
ereignty” still remains with the crown of
the Netherlands. The Dutch retain their
major holdings in the vast archipelago
and the population has been loaded with
a huge debt in return for the meager
economic concessions made by the Dutch.

The rise to power of the Indonesian
bourgeoisie, personified by President Su-
karno and Premier Hatta, has resulted,
as in the cage of India, Burma and Cey-
lon, from the utter decay of the reigning
colonial power. The Dutch bourgeoisie,
like the British, are unable any longer to
rule in their own name in their former
colonies. The chief beneficiaries of the
disintegration of European imperialism
have thus far proved to be the various

-

native bourgeoisies in the Far Fast.
. The pressure of American imperialism,
which seeks to benefit from the break-up
of the old colonial empires, playved a sig-
nificant but subordinate rele in the de-
velopments. Wall Street, to be sure, pre-
fers to see Indonesia, like the rest of the
Far East, turned inte an “independent”
preserve open to its economic penetration
like the Philippines. But what proved de-
cisive in the case of Indonesia, ag pre-
viously in India, was the weakness of re-
gpective imperialist. bourgeoisies, on the
one side, and the revolutionary upsurge
of the native peoples, on the other. Faced -
with the prospect of losing evérything,
the Dutch grudgingly followed in the
footsteps of the British and granted part-
nership to the Indonesian bourgeoisie,
While genuine independence has been
far from achieved, the stranglehold of the
Dutch has been broken beyond repair.
The Indonesian people have taken a par-
tial but nonetheless important step on the
road of complete emancipation. History
will show that the Sukarnog and the Hat-
tas, like the Nehrus, are chance and epi-
sodic figures; neither they nor their clags
have any future. The future in the Far
East-belongs to the workers who alone
can carry out the tasks of the bourgeois
.yevolution in the colonies, including the
achievement of complete national mde—
pendence. '

' the

Tnew

leadership and members of
the Yugoslay Communist Party
in reply to official statementr
made by Veljko Vlahovitch, a

s miémber. of -fhe Central Commit-

tee of that: legamzauon, on the
question -of: working .class inter-
naticnalism - and Trpts kyism,
Viahovitels statements, igsued on
the. anmversar’y of the Yugoslav
Eépublic -on Nov. 29, cnnsnsted of

- | Lwo pal’ts -

+ 1. That “the various réports-

| eiventated “wbroad that the CPY

|is working for the creation of af
international,
#hiteist’ international,
‘Pletely 1 dxculous
-He justifies this pomtzon by
assqrtmg' that “the réasen. given
for the dlsgoiubinn ‘of. the’ Comin

are ctfm—'

_"tem {in ‘1.943)*3?8.5 pel‘feét?y cofi
lence. 4] ;who oppose Truman\ “’eold war” :

reel.? Thiat Jeason is. thati 51]1
form, sl “organization oy

mg; GillE V171 '--chbs,en by the
; G iGopmunist
Intemahﬁn Al an Whighsrigpondsd
to the nedils-of the Daided. it the
I beginning. of "the rebiFEh ok e
“workers' .movement, Wihw¢ and.
more Josestils validity,”

. Viahouiéch clagsifies the
supporters of Yugoslavig 'into
two, categories: “4he - fumerous
‘comfiynistand progressive work-
e s” nd “the other categoiy of
peop?ewi?ho want to  pass tbem-
selves® off as friends,’ those:
dwemn suspicious types Q:athered
arpiand “a  Fourth Intexnational,
warfous international spigs; cte.”

COMINTERN DISSOLUTION |

The International’ Secrefaciat
rejeeis  the “theoretlcal” argu-
menis used to justjfy ‘the capi-
tulatory and epportunist” dissolu-

ticn of the Third International

ax “nnworthy of a moment's con-
gideration by those whe claim to

a - so-catled |

obijectively & “lendency o cupi-
][u]ale hetore the double pressure
of imperialism and the Kremlin”
It then goes on to brand as “poor
opportunist  excuses  borrowed
from Stalinism® those considerva-
tons of “tuclics” and “maneuver-
ing"  contrived to aveid un-
necessarily provoking world im-
peviabism oy the Kremlin. They
dn vot fool the proletariat — or
unyone ¢lse.

WHAY IS THEIR PROGRAM?

- The I8 demands of the Tito
leadership: “What iz your pro-
grum for the world proletariat?”
‘Defense of TYugosluvia against
the Kremlin and. the demand for
edual rights “does not constitule
&, program which ean réprganize
and ve-orient the "working .class
end the colonial masSes who have
besn demoratized by the practices]
of the Kremlin® .~ ;

Nor does’ this “hnstitute. an
adognahe progtj&mior the deferige
of Yugoslavia, “The workers 9f
other- countries- deaive to defénd
the Yagoslav-movement” Pat, qnly
tag part of thé world’ Fevolu-
fongry. movement.” Wihat il the
P @roup say to these “wotkers
when they-aek: “Wiat should we
du td carry bnthe class straggle
in our owh eountry’} Obey Thorez,
Toglmth, et al, op Greate’a new
revolutionary party, a new revo-
lut’onary.dnternational 7
“Ag -long a8 you maintain a
negalive or even vague attitude
on the question of the Interna-
tional," the ‘IS stater, “conscious
revolutionists will -judge you with
the oreatest reserve. You will
never have itheir complete .con-
fidence despite all-the other:pro-
grespive aspects of your dgvélop-
went, They will see it yourf
refusal to completely and, loya“lly
integrale yourself in the workd
revelutionary movemeni a’ §rave
defect, which up to now has been

adbicre to Marxism Leninism.' It [the ballmark of the retrogreszive,
poiniz out thaf both the Moscow [nationalist and hurcaucratic de-
buceaueracy and world imperial- | gereration.of other tendencies in

isrv, wiih whem it was allied
during the war, feared the reve-
lutionary struggles of the inter-
natisnal  proletariat and  the
coloniz] marses. Impetialism was
concerned with the preservation
of capitalism, and the S{alinist
hireaueracy with its ‘privileges.
Tt was this common fear which
Ied to the dissolution of the Com-
st International. Neithey im-
perialism nor Stalinism was ap-
prehensive  of  the  corrupted
omintern becoming again the
revdélationary . instrument of the
Eroletariat as it has been under
Lern and Treisky. But they were
eoncerned that itz name and tradi-
tion might be utilized hy revolu-
tiongry elements to stimulate the
program of  world revoluhon,
that some of the pa.rtaes ‘of he
Comintern would slip out of the
control of the Kremlin and use
the name of the international for
a nolicy out of hne‘,wlthJ "the-
diplematic needs-of the Kremlip.
H'he disgolution -of the Comin-
tern, the International’, Secre-

‘| tariat wotes, “far ifrom being a

wige appl;,(:atmn of *. Marxism-
leninisnd was 4n- conformﬂ.y with-
the policy of -clags eollaboration
earricd on by .the Communist
Parties of France, Italy, Greece
and elsewhere, which Jfed the
prolelariat o disastrous defeats.”

STILL YALID

Instead of parroting Stalinist
arguments, the International
Secrecar:at demands that Viahov-
teh answer why the arguments
q ven by Lenin at the time of the
formation of the Cormamunist In-

teday: “Has the world communist
rovelution been achieved ? Doesn™
capitalism threaten (through tha
League of Nations then and the
United Nations ieday) the revolu-
tion wherever it unfolds even
more ominously than in 19107
Are there no lenger new.problems
which require ¢ollective elabora-
tion {hrough the collective organ-
izulion of the revolutionary move-
ment? Is the internationalization
of the workers’ movement less
real than in 1919%7

‘For years communisis have
denounced the attitude of the
Sacialist Partien towards the In-
ternational, the T8 says, ax one
of the rankest manifestations of
Social Democritic opporfunism.
Marxizts have always believed
thet 1he elass struggle iz not the
sum of the national strugples of
the working -elass; ‘that there ir
an international class struggle
which tequires the international
organizdtion of the prolétariar
vanguard.

The attitude of Vishovitch, who
eppeared to be speaking in the
name of the Yugoslav Communist
Purty, the IS concludes, signifies
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the workers movement,”

FLINGING MUD

The Infernational Secretariat
daes not question the right of the
Tilyist leaders to oppose the ideaq
of the Fourth International or'
even straggle against them. But,

4

it says, “it iz completely in-
admizsible to  filng mud and
suspicion at our movenient  in-

tead of engag ng n an ideclogical
discussion. . .” The poison- pen
smears  of Vlahov:tch it .eon-
tinues, are variations ¢n the
slanders of the Krem’lm and its
agents. These calumnies were
used (o create dischyd; in* the
workers moven)enj; gnd to
‘estrange the masses from the pro-
gram of. Trotskyisnt and lla‘i world

orgqmzat}on i Ja

THE- QAM’E METH@DS
Prcuse&y such - mnalq‘ams We
dnected, ﬂby the r&m v m A
Hunganman af ”fBu'rga)’gan cti a}\g
apainst .the Yugqslavs Tt was -ond
that oceasion that Pigade, one of
the Yugosiay leader,;s, declaréd
that those tidals sgera:staged by
the same nien who organized the
infamous Moscow frials of .1936-
3% during which the cream of the
Russ’ af Bolshevik Party and the
Communigt Inter national were ex-
terminated after being slandered
as spies, assassins, cte. Pivade
pointed out that the degeneration
of the Communist parties began
with the official proclamation that
“Trotgkyism had ceased to be 2
tendency in the international
workers movement and had be-
ceine an ageney of fascism.

J

ternational are mo longer valid 1 From this point on there remains

only physical extermination and
the burning of heretics, all dis-
cussion being prohibited.”

But all these truths were
ignored by Viahovitch. The IR
states that “vou give ihe painful
impression  that the prejudices
and the rotten -practices of the
Kremlin are gaining the upper
hand in your eorganization and
that you are prepared ‘to utilize

Titoism and lnterna

arains! .a Lendency
er= movement, its pre- eminent
revolutionary and Marxist wing,
the very same methods that the
Kremlin utilized against yoin”
“We ave proud of our orpan-
ization,” the IS continues, “of ovr
progrum, of our banner under
whith the best militants of the
Qcrober Revolution, of the Russian
Bolshevik pavrty, of the Internw-
{ten] fought before they were
exterminated by Stalin’s butch-
The Fourth Internationai
ig a world party with natioual
sections ' more than 35 coun-
triex on all five continents: . .

ViR L

“Tlespite  the iselation into
which we have bheen driven by
conditions unfavoruble to  the

world revolution, by the slander-
eus propaganda of the manstrous
Mascow - directed  Stalinist  ap-
na‘ratl.s, aur movement is active
in overy counh’y where i has
adherents, i is bound to its class,
parficipates in its struggles and
is prepaved for any sacrifice oy
‘the triumph of -the invincible

idens of Marx, “Lenin  and:
Trotsky.” . R o F
TRUTSKYIST MAR‘If:gﬁS

" “How  dare you,” fthe ' IS
demands, “use fthe Jabel &f
‘suspicions . characters’ agalnst

Trotskyists whoe during the last
war perished:in, the death campy
of Germany’ :a'nd before the firing
sqoagds of Jmperlallst reaction!”
1t then erumerdtes some-of "the
mmartyrs and vietims of {he- Fﬁul"t'f'
Iilernational, which Vighe¥ )
dared to cafl “a gathering of im=
periatist spies':
France: Marcel Hie, secretary
of the Frenéh Tidiskyist party
and iong of-othérs. Belgivm: Leon
Lesod and ‘Leon, two successive
secrciaries of the Belgian organ
ization. Holland Henry Sneevliel
and. ~n constellation of xevolu-
ifonaty = leaders, Greece: P.
Poulioupolous, former . secrefary]
of the Greek CP and’ 200 otherl.
Tretskyists murdered by ‘the Ger-
man, ltalian and Bolgarian ind
vaters. China: tens ¢f leaders. ‘amd
members who fell in the stmggip»
agamct ananese Impeuahsm and
“ﬁﬁw dare you call ‘suspicious’
the Trotskylst militants now im-
prispagd’ in Bolivia For having
led “ilte ‘struggle of the Bol_wnan
nuinere a_gamst the feudal» bpur-
geois regime; the Greek mlhtants
noy imprisoned in 1!1e Mz ‘nmmsq:)a
cuncentration camp

'\’\rl" WIELL: REP‘LY'z
'}‘he 18 lettazj_ I_1c1u__

:’ep]v to'
every, chaIlenge huﬂe SdfeecUy
arul mdu‘gﬁ{éy al our movement,

We wrlif‘&lﬂlbbdm +défend. our
ideas, ‘o grggL - '-i‘hg xevolu-
tienary fﬁglrty

ment, mn, nye
lfiii’lﬂh‘-'- We wil

'ﬁoﬁ?ﬁ; i‘he tz;‘xtlrc
woriiFevotutiondry vingigrd and
#ll-.the. advanced elements to
Whéa you are now. appealing for
aid lo the ’Yugdslav -eause, of

svery mistepresentation of the
truth which some of youridlead-
ers wre inclined to perpeu;.;tg,
gvery erronecus ’ positien * mnd
evéry method of - sf:ruggle bor-
rowed from the corrupt arsenal
of the Kremlin- jeaders, |

“Do  nof.. underestimate the
criticzl faculfiés of 'the elements
of ihe wirld revolufionary move-
ment whose suppori you are ask»'
ing. They will judge yon by your
actions, by your entire line and
not only the jzorrect parf of your
sirogale against the Kremilin,

“You vourself say that

will triumph. Yes, it will triumph.” |’
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TY $-(eH7, Mon threugh Sat., 126 pae

FLINT—Rncfaiizst Workers Party Fall,
i Wast Ninth Strest. Fheooa: 2-2438,
Open TTouss Saturday evenings.

108 ANOELES—MIHtant Publ. Asmm.,
Room 328, 124 W. Gih St.-Phone VAndyke
ROA1.

LYNN., (Mosa)—MAltant Publ. Asm..
14 Central Ave., office open Tues., Wed.
7:%0-0:30 p.m.

MITAWATRKER—MT N. Ard 8t 8rd f1.
gnn, throweh Fri, [:30-9:30 p.om, Phone
Honkina 2-5337.

MINNEATOTIR--10 8o, 4th 8t Phope
Main Tr8l. Dally except Sun., 10 B.Mu.-
6 p.m. Library, bookstore.

NEW BRITAIN. (Conn.) — For Infor-
matlen write . D, Box No, 858 of
phone 3-3BRY.

NEW HAVEN—%or information
write, P.O. Box No. 1048,

NEWARK 22 Surinefield Ave, Phono
‘Bigelow  3-2874. 'Reading room. Open
by, 13-4 and 7-10-p.pa,

Visit your lo¢al headquarters of the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

NEW YORK CITY (Ffq.)-118 Oniver |

A gity Place, Phone QR 5-8149.

HARLEM—102 W, 110 8¢, Fm, 23
Phona MO 2-3805. Open dispuesion.
Thura.. § pam.

BRNMNX —Hunts Tofnt Palges. 5%
Rouihern  Hlva: 1loem 23, Ewvery
Thursday nisht at 8:30 pan,

RROOKT.EN ~— Mandel's Manor,
343 Pennsylvania Ave., off tter,
mestings every 'Thure. evenlog at 8.

CIHELSEA—130 W. 28rd 8t. Phom
AL G-2488.

OABLAND (Cal.} —-- For Information,
phona TEmplebar 2-8153 or THmplebar
3733, or write P. Montaulk, 900~B
refa 8t., Oakland 7.

Ave.. Ing fl. Phons Stevenson 43820
Open every Friday ovenineg.

PITTARUCR(GHE—1418 FHth Ave, 2nd N
Forums 2nd Frl.

Thurs.,, T:80 p.m.

Sun,, 12-4:30 p.m,

8T, LOYTIS
phane PR 5305."*

SFEATTLE—Mavmard Blg., Ist Avs,,

“For »inlormetion,

in the uork- ¥

) the||
truth must triumph and ‘that it |]

PITTSBURGH ;

LABOR AND CIVIL RIGHTS Pd

PHEIUADELPIIA — 1803-06 W, Glrsrd i

each month., MARist |
class 4 p.mi every Sat. Meotlngs gvery

SAN FRANCISCO—1739 Filtmors Ave., ||
#th ., Phore FI1 6-0410, Daily exeept |
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"PRO-TITO OPPOSIHON
 INSIDE THE FRENCH CcP

By George Breitman

An organized opposition, backed by the Yugoslavs, now exists
in the Communist Party of France. A bulietin entitled ‘La Lutite’
{The Struggle) is now being circulated among the membership.

ally educated group, experienced in the underground methods neces-
sary for oppositional activity in the French Stalinist party.

Independent confirmation of this group's existemce comes from
the Central Committee of the French CP which has put the “strug-
rle apainst T:tmsm” formally on its agenda for the first time since
Tito was denounced by the Cominform.

While there is no way of estimatinpg the size of the oppesition
it appears to have support in the proletarvian strengholds of the
party — particularly among the miners of the North and the.metal
workers of fhe Paris region.

The orientation of this opposition group may be judged by the
following summaries and extracts of articles in its builetin, La Lutte.

Leninists” it'is tald how CP leaders and functionaries of the CGT

agalnst those groups that meet “to study the problems facing the
Yugoslav people in building socialism while preserving its national

=+ /| independence.” Invelved here, of course, is the rising opposition to

the ruthless campaxgn of the Kremlin bureaueracy against Yuge-
slavia.

. from the French Trotskyists: “Qur movement has nothing in com-
moen with the maneuvers of the small Trotskyist greups, even though

ple. We know that they have never ceased to oppose tha brilding of
gocialism. While claiming to lend thelr aid to the Yugosiav people
—— who have no need of it — they continue to serve as the conscious
- g1 uneonseious tools of capitalism and to play thie game of the lead-
ers of the Soviet Union.” While the charge of Trotskyista being
“‘tools of capitalism” is part of the miseducation these people receiv-

Trotskyists play the Kremlin's game must be ascknowledged as an
orviginal slander among CP members. The article continues: “The
Budapest Trial with its Brankovs and Palz would convince us of this,
if further proof were necessary. These noforious Trotskyistz ‘con-

ent vevolutionists’ in the fight against Tileo.”

Of course neither Brankov nor Pal were ever Trotﬁfkﬁsts any
Jore than Tito is a Trotskyrst just because he is labelled such by
the Kremlin, By citing as “proof” fraudulent “confessions” -from
~Cominform fra.meups, ‘the French Titoists nullify one of their
W ‘important aimes — that of exposmg' these trials as frameups
aimed at the Yugoslava.

i.But the most significani section of the bulletin is the resolution
of the opposition committees of the North and of Pas-de- Calais.
It is mgpi‘ﬁlcant because an attempt is made to. review the past
policy of the-party” “afid to reject it as false. Here, whether they
like it ox.xjof;Swhether they know-it or not, the French Titoists sre
compelled td restate many cf the criticisms ralsed long‘ ago by the
French Tmts yists.

This resolutlon descnbes the blind alley in whlch the Communist .

‘Party now:finds jtself and. then tells how this situstion developed. . -

Recalling {he tremendous and rapid growth of the CP during the
Hitlerite occupation and the simuitanecus loss -of popular sapport
by the capitalist and Soecial-Democratic parties, the resolution con-
clades that by the time of the “libération,” Genergl de Gaulle “was

ve'| 0Ur prisoner who had to negotiate with Stolin st Moscow. . . I ad~
{.dition to the Party, a decisive section of the masses gravitated to
-ug; no field of activity escapsd our control”

“Divided into Petainists-and Gaullists, the bourgeoisie was de-
stroying itself béforé our very eyes. The working class, the middle
classes, the fiery youth of the maquis and underground, a section
of the peasantry, ail the active layers of -the population put thebr
sole hope in the Communist Party. For the success of the revehi-
tion and the beginning of mczahsm, & violent overthrow was not

‘on to their posts. . - ot

“The axpmprrahon of the capitalists would have been ar ac-

cotaplished ‘fact. And can anyape bdlieve that the movement would »
have been. lintited o France? Italy would have been abte'to follow

ve immediately, -Germany, finally freed from fazéism, would have

remembered, despite the American cccupation, that it was the father-

land of Marx, Liebknecht and Luxemburg. The -movement would

have quickly reachied Spain. .

“When one remembers that in ona year commumsm could -have’

triumphed in all Eurape, we bitterly condemn the purty leade}'s, for

having let this opportunity .pass without making the Hlighfest at-

tempt to take advantage-df such an historic situation. . , Fustead

they .divided -fhe revolwtionary forces. . . accentusted nationalistic

‘hatreds and forc‘.g:d the workers back under the capitalists to produce

more for 2 capx%a;llst society that has to be overth!:own Ain. order {o

bmld squsm P i
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““Atomic Energy and Cdpx‘tahst Soc:ety"

(‘ommg in The Militant: A
ser'es of educational ariicles
_ont the development of atomic B
- energy and its political and
soeial consequences.

The well-known Marxist,
Arne Swabeck, explains the
basic facts abeit matter and -
encrgy in clear, understandable
Janguage. He shows why the
startling new atomic dis-
coveries face humanity with
thie preatest dilermma in its
history: a world of boundless
plenty under socialism or a
world of radioactive raing if
capitalism is continued.

How does Russian possession
of the atom bomb affect Wall
Sireet’s plans Tor ancther
world war? Read the answer
in this forihcoming series.

Make sure you don’t miss a
s'nele installment of these in-
formative articles by rengw-
ing your subscripiion now.

If you are not already = sub-
scriber, clip the coupon and &

mail it in today with 81 for a = e
&'x months saubscription or %2 tant,
for a foll vear to¢ The Mili- Noew York3 N. Y.

R. 901, Sa.-& Wasuincton, Tel. Matn 3278, o T T T T T T T T o TE AT AR =

Man., throogh Sat., 12-5 p.m. Branch |

meetlng Tues., 7:30 p.m., Library, book- Name ........ e teaat s e e« o = SRR

BIOTE, i
WHLEDG - -Address inquiries to No-

olallst Workers Party, PO, Box 1508 Btreet .. .oviiiiniana, A ..........Zone........

Taledo 2,

uwonr?msgr:on,g:u. o I‘nbi;ramu.- ’ City ..... Cearecamaena oo 8 g . State............
on write P.0, nroester, . A . 3
FOUNGRTOWN — g‘ﬁ. Tederal B, || 11 $1 Six months. T] $2 Fuli year. Ij New 3 ‘R?énewsl :

‘Phooe S-1B05. Wed., ¥, Bat., 180 -te |
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ina plece entitled “Neither Titoists nor Stalinists, but Marxist-.

(Stalinist-controiled union federation) have been campaigning.

Another article tries sharply to differentiate the opposition.

‘ed during their long stay in the Stalinist movement, the charge that

The bulletin gives the impression that it is put eut by a politic-

one of them dares present itsell-as a defender of the Yugoslav peo-

fessed’ to all the charges browght ageinst them by the prosecution -
although & few months earlier they had been designated as cons:st--

-aven necessary. A:few kigks in.the pants would have been sufficiént
to dislodge those lem!:ml‘iary elements whe, without conviction, hung

116 University Place,’ -‘ E
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"as well.

Stalin’s 70th birthday veproduced before the
eyes of the whele world the revolting spectacles
of adulation and deification in which the despots
in antiquity, especially in Asia, so loved to in-
duige. The Asiatic custom of deifying rulers was
adepted in Rome when the decay of that slave
empire set in, But even then only the most de-
praved of the emperors demanded and was ac-
corded homage due him as & divinity in his own
lifetime. Like the Caligulas and Neros of ancient
Rome, Stalin took part in the ceremonies, mak-
ing one of his rave public appearances in Bolshoi
Theatre to accept the halo of divinity and the
frenzied acclaim of a handpicked retinue, One
aspect of the ceremonies was unique — Stalin
had not a single word of thanks for the accolades
and gifts showered upon him.

Bui ike depths of degeneration to which Stalin
and his regime have sunk can be illustrated not
by comparison with ancient times, nor even
with the birthdays of the Czars. We need go
back only a brief 29 years. It was April 23, 1920.
The place WaS again Moscow. The cccasion was
the 50th birthday of a truly great man — Lenin.

The Moscow organization of the Russian Bol-
shevik Party decided te honor Lenin's birthday
with a banquet. The guest of honor eommunicated
his thanks but refused to be present, As Leon
Trotsky explained, Lenin generally “was not fond
of such projeects.” In this particular instance, he
disapproved all the morve strongly because the
civil war was then still in progress.

Only one memento of this occasion has sur-
vived. It is a thin booklet on the poorest of news-
print containing the jubilee speeches of the par-

. ticipants published by the Moscow Party Com-

it is the rarest of Soviet bibliographical
It has been forgotten Ly evervbody in

mittee,
rarities.

Two Birthdays in Moscow l

By John G. Wright

- stroyed.

the Soviet Union; even to mention it, has _for
years been a capital erime in the Soviet Union.

Stalin was one of the jubilee speakers (the
other main speakers were long age murdered b_y
him)}. Stalin, who as a rule prefers to keep his
mouth shut in publie, chose this time to deliver
a brief speech, and in praise of Lenin he singled
out only one of Lenin’s traits — “one trait about
which n¢ one has yet spoken; namely, modesty,
the admission of his mistakes.”

It would take us too far afield to treat with
ihe “two mistakes” which Lenin, according to
Stalin, admitted, and which Stalin saw fit to
single out at the time. We refer the interested
readers. to the book, The Stalin School of Falsi-
fication by Leon Trotsky, where the whole epi-
sode is amply clarified.

Suffice it here to 1'ecall not so much the genuing;
modesty of Lenin and his serupulousness in al-
ways admitting his own mistakes but rather the
now alse forpotten fact that for years Stalin
used to pose as the most “modest” of Lenin's
disciples, For vears after Lenin died, Stalm
donned 'a simple soldier’s tunic and rough boots®
and carefully lept to the background. The real
Stalin could emerge only when the events of the
Russian Revolution were no louger fresh in fhe
minds of all; only when the real disposition of,
figures on the historical scene and Stalin’s own
minor role in the great events had been falsified
beyond recognition; only when the party of Lenin
aad his intemational had been completely de-
-f?

The two birthdays-Lemn s in 1920 and Stalin’s
in 1949-—provide an excellent gauge of the abyss
between Stalin and Lenin, between Stahmsm and
Leninism. . .

Intellectual ]). .e.’s

By Arthur Kent

The God Thai IFailed is a book that tells the
story of six writers whe became attracted to
Marxism, were later repelied by Stalinism, and
in their revulsion turned their back on Marxizm

But the faet that sueh men as Andre Gide, lgna-
zio Silone, Richard Wright, Stephen Spender, Ar-
thur Koestler and L.ouis Fischer have undertaken
to relate their experiences makes this book wor-
thy of* attention. (Harper, 1950, 273 pp., $3.50.)
Koestler notes that he joined the German Com-

" munist Payty because of “the rapid dizintegra-

tion of morat values, of the pre-1814 patfern of
life in postwar Europe, and the simultaneous lure
of the new revelation which had come from the
East.” These were more or less the reasons why
the six authors of this book along with many
other inteliectuals worked with the Comunuaist
parties in the Twenties and Thirties. Within a
few years all these intellectuals, almost as a
disciplined unit, were to move away from the
Communist parties. There are many lessons in
this wholesale retreat.

Koestler, for example, while 2 menber of the
German -CP, witnessed the failure of the Com-
munist Party in stopping the vise of Hitler to
power. But it took the Spanish Civil War, in the
course of which Koestler was able to see that
the CP lied oulright in gecusing its Trotskyist
and Poumist opponents of being fascists, to pro-
vide the immediate reason for resigning Arom
the CP.

Silone explains that he left the CP because,
years before, he had witnessed the degeneration of
the leadership of the Communist International.
Among other evenis he cites an episode of a

The theme iz certainly not a new one. -

1
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meeting of top leaders prior te a session of the !
enlarged Execcutive Commitiee of the Communist
International, At this meeting the leaders
{among them Thaelmann, Kuusinen, Kolarov]
voted to condemn a doecument by Trotsky whmh
they had not even read. -~

Gide and Fischer, who were fellow travellars.
Lecame disiilusione_d with communism becausé of
their growing realization that a bureaucracy had
developed in’ Russia. Richard Wright left the
American CP because of its manipulation and ex-
ploitation of the Negro struggle. Spender came
inlo conflict with the RBritish Sialinists on the
issue of the Spanish Civil War and the perversion
of culture in the Soviet Unien.

Their full indictment of Stalinism of course
‘poes bevond this brief -catalogue. But it never
rigés. to mny systematic generalization. In their
;revulsaon from Stalinism,- 2]l of them come out

- against Marxism itself. It is impossible for any

sericus person to respect the criticiam of people
like Koestler, for example, because heshas noth-
inz pomtwe to offer, Those who “criticize” Stal-
inism in this way are inexorably led to support
decaying capitalism which they originally re:
jected, as Koestler dues by his support of de
(Gaullism in France... .

Most of those who‘ have passed through the
school of Stalinism Tevert to the individualistic
and “moralistic” apploach of the petty-bourgeois
intellectual whe perpetually wanders between all
ideas and all movements. It is only th,a yare ex-
ception — like Richaud Wllght who is. -& Negro
and- éannot think of, h)méelf 8k diumee& from the
sovial struggles’ — whn ‘contfoueg .to grope for|
a serious alternative t§ bapltélzsm and Stalinism.

. e

The Tresca Murder Case

NEW YORK CiTY, Idec, 28 — Failure of Dis~
trict Attorney Frank S. Hopan's office to solve
the Carlo Tresca mwrder ecase was cited today by
Norman Thomas as giving “clear and open en-
couragement” to the gangsters who have since
murdered Josaph Scottoriggio, Republican - poli-
tical worker, and William Lurye, organizer for
the International Ladies Garment Worlkeis Union.

Thoma‘s, as head of the Txesca Merorial Com-
mitted, voiced this criticism in announcing pLans
“to homor Tresca on Wed., Jan. L1, seventh anni-
versary of his death.

The 1950 commmemoration of this crime will be
held at 8:15 o'elock that night at the northwest
<corner of Fifth Ave., and 16th 5t., where the edi-
tor of the anti-totalitarian Italian journal 11 Mar-
tello (The Hammer) was shot down in the 1943
war dim-put. Shert speeches in English and Ital-
ian will be climaxed by the dropping of red cax-
nations where Tresca fell.
be unfavorable, the speaking will take place in
the Rand School auditerium, 7 East 15th St.

“Seven years after Tresca’s murder,” Thomas
said, "I do not believe that the Pistrict Attorney’s

. office exerted itself to the utmost in investigating
* it. I say this after scanning a current report of

that office for 1948-1948. It gives four pages to
the Scottoriggio killing, which it calls a political

" erime, and says “The investigation continves.’ But,

If the weather should

£

as in several of Mr. Hogan's previous reports, the
Tresea case is not éven mentioned.

“This is profoundly disturbing to me, and to
many of Carlo’s friends, who feel that Mr. Ho-
gan’s conlinuing cofficial silence about that crime
signifies that he and his staff would prefer not
to be 1emmded of their failure to bring the Tresca
“kiliers to justice. That failure, to my mind, gave'
clear and open encouragement to the gangsters
who afterward murdered Scotioriggio and Lurye.

“There i3 ample reason te helieve that the
Tresca slaying alse was political, that he was
ambushed because of his relentless opposition to
one of the toialitarian movements, two of which

. were under suspicien from the start, So Wvhy does
the prosecutor’s office say it will go or hunting

for Scottorigglo’s slayers, and not even make the
gesture of such a2 promise in the Tresca case?”

Thomas also declared that Hogan, in assigning
Assistant District Attorney Louis Pagnucco to
aquestion Benjamin Gitiow about the Tresca case
before a grand jury last February, violated a
1944 pledge that Phgnucco would not be permit-
ted to examine any new witnesses in thiz case.
That pledge was made, Thomas said, “after At-
torney Morris L. Ernst and others presented docu-
mentary evidepce showing that Pagnueco had
been closely assocﬁ:ated with Fascists in the past
and had been honored by the Mussolini govern-
ment.”

Notes irom the News

FRIENDS OF A. J. MUSTE are planning to
celebrate his 65th birthday by a party at the
Community Church, 40 East 35th St., New Yorl
City, on Sat., Jan, 14 at 8 P.M, Muste, whoe was
RO active figure in the labor movement in the
i20’s and 30's and for a time belonged to the
Frotakyist movement, is now a militant pacifigt.
He wili give a report at the party on his recent

-trip to india.

 ® ¥

'ROGER BALDWIN'S SUCCESSOR as director
of the American Civil Liberties Union will be
Prof, Patrick M. Malin, 46-year-old member of
‘the economic department at Swarthmore College,
who has been active in the Society of Friends
(Qual\ers) hag held several administrative posts
in Washmgton and is described “an independentl
in politics.”
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 CHICAGO LANDLORDS, who are clamoring
for a blanket rent increase after bleeding theix

't“ena.nts of at Iaast $6 million in t government-ap-

ploved rent hikes during 1949, plus untold mil-
lions over-ceiling rents, bonuses and similar
swindles, are now demanding elimination of free
text boqks from the schools in order to reduce
real egtale taxes.

R I
L]

SENATOR ROBERT A. TAFT said last week
that the U. 8. is now rich enough so that for the
first time it might.be possible {o “eliminate ex-
treme hardship and poverty.” That soundsg almost
like a carbon copy of the acceptance speech by
Herbevt fHoover in 1928, a year before the big

crash.
" % &

CORRECTION -— Last weelds report on the
purge in the Stewar{-Warner plant in Chicago
contained the statement that both Phﬂip Murray
and Johm 1. Lewis have refused to sign Taft-
Hartley non-communist affidavits which served as
a model for the Stewart-Warner affidavits. While
Murray did refuse to sign T-H oaths for. two
vears, he changed his position in 1949. Lewis

e MILITANT

New Postage Stamp

The government has issued this postage stamp to commemor-
ate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Samuel Gompers, first_
| presdant of .the American Federation of Labor. -

STALINISTS

RENT FIGHT

LIE ABOUT
IN CHICAGO

CHICAGQO — The deceitfulness of the Stalinists in’
exaggerating their role in the fight against the general
rent increase in Chicago shou_ld be erystal clear to anyoné

who knows the facts.

Readmg the Nov. 13 and 20
stories {n the Illinois edition of
the Worker, one would get the
impression that the Chicago Ten-
anis Action Council led the re-
cent successful fight here against
a blanket rent increasse. Viefor
Luawig, chairman of that Stalin-
igt-doeminated group, is quoted as
saying that they defeated the rent
hike by proving that Chicago
rents are already too high.

One would also be led to believe
that the Cook County Rent Ad-
visory Boafd.at its meefing of
Nov. 107 wheh it voted for the
second time agamsf. a rent boost,
“Was persnaded by ‘the “wel-pre-
pared bx‘ﬁef" submitted to it by
the Tenants Action Councily or,
at the very: least, that the Board
gave . some conmderahon to this
self—styled “well-prepared brief.”

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS
However, any comc:dcnce be-

true facts is en¥rely non-existent.
The facts are‘these:- .

At the public hearings on the
rent issue last June, the two chief
adversaries were the Chicago Ten-
ants Federation, representing the
tenants, and the Cook . County
Fair Rent Committee, speaking
, for the landlords. So clear was
this to everyone, including the
Board itself, that 45 minutes each
were alloted to these two prgan-
izations, and only_five to ten min-
utes to all othe} organizations
and parties,

This was full recognition that
the Chicage Tenants Federation,
whose spokesmen sit as temants
representatives on the Rent Ad-
visory Board, is the outstanding
leader in the fight to defend the
interests of Chicago tenants.

At the June hearings the Ten-
ants Federation prescnied statis-
tical proof that the landlords are
not entitled to a rent increase.
This contention was reinferced by
the testimony of Dr. Philip Haus-
er, a leading statistical authority,
who proved that the landlords’
figures were nol reliable,

The main argument on behalf

tween thes_e ‘Staternents and thet

of the tenants at the hearing was
made by M. J. Myer, a Tenants
Federation leader and a member
of the Rent Advisory Board. In a
speach lasting over an hour Myer
revealed the basie fliws in the
landlords’ statistical case. 'The
Board thereafter voted 8 fo 7
against a rent increase,

The landlords then appealed to
the courts and the Rent Advisory
Board was ordered fo reconsider
its decision and to present find-
ings of fact.

It was at the Nov, 10. Board
meeting, called to act on the court
order, that Victor Ludwig of the
Tenants Action Council appeared
with the so-called “well-prepared
brief.” No ane read it; no one even
mentiored it; and except for the
fact that it was Iying on the desk,
lt\ was for all practical purposes
non-existent.

Ludwig himself; instead of be-
ing the fiery de.fendex of Chicago
tenants .that the Worker would
have oneg 1mag;lne, was a quiet lij-
tle lad who eamé in ‘and said he
had a brief to present. The chair-
man ¢f the Board told him to de-
posit it on the desk, which he did.
Ludwig then” obedaently left the
room when told to 'do so.

WHO LED THE FIGHT

fight on behalf of the tenmants wasg
again led by the spokesmen for
the Chicago Tenants Federation,
as the minuotes of the Board ses-
sion will show. They were sup-
ported by represenfatives of the
CIO, AFL and Railroad Brotlier-
‘hoods, and by two other members
of the Board. After a heated bat-
tle the Board reaffirmed its pre-
vious decision to deny the land-
lotrds a renf increase.

The Tenants Action Council did
not influence the Board's decision
by one iota. \

Were it not for the existence of
the Chicago Tenants Federation
and the presence of its spokesmen
on the Rent Advisory Board, Chi-
cago tenants wonld in all likeli-
hood have been compelled long
ago to pay much higher rent.

Kore Karsner. Telegramns
messages of greetings were re-
cuived from comrades and party
branclies ali over the country,
The festivities began with a dinner
and concluded with a few brief’

still refuses to do so.

talks and the presentation ef
gifts from the New York Loesl,
the Seattle branch and from com-
rades in Minneapolis,

The celebration was a tribule
to Rose Earsner’s years of loyal
and continuous work as an activist
in ilhe revolutionary imovemenl.
Her record goes back io the pre-
Worid War I Socialist Party, She
wag the national secretary of the
Frieuds of the Soviet Union at

Rose Karsner Honored at Dinner
In New York on Her 60th Birthday

More than a hundred comrades and friends gathered
on Christmaz Eve at the New York headquarters of the
Sociakist Workers Party to celebrate the 60th birthday of
and -®

ard conducted the campaign for
the relief of the Russian famine
vietime, Later she became As-
sistunt Secretary of the Interna-
tinnal Labor Defense.

Cumrade Karsner was a mem-
ber of the Communist Party from
itz earliest days and was among
the first to be expelled for Trot-
skyism in 1928, She was the “first
rank and filer” of the American
Trotzkyist movenment. Since then
she has held many posts in party
acthity, inc!udin‘g the manage-
ment of the parly press. She war
also the first manager of Pioneer

th_e time of its formation in 1921

Publishets.

#lretek.” Eleven branches have al-
ready, crossed the finish line: New

1 cm}iing in'"
theis

At this November meetiﬁg the:

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 1950

e By Reba Aubrey
Fund . Campmgn Manager
Wa're, coming -down the home

Havem, Flint, Allentown, Buf-
falo,*Ifetrolt, Morgantown, New
Britii Pittshurgh, St. Louis, St.
Pan] = nneapohs, Seattle.. The

Wm a goal of  $1000, . ihe
Party Building Fund reached $10,-
74¢ on Dee. 27, To complete the
‘hational queta IN- FULL AND
ON TIME, we neéd- $1,257 more
by Dee. 31. .

‘-‘eattle Branch completed. iis
atoly, but Comrade Louise \vrites
“We will do par darndest to send
ih 'n little more bafore Lhc dead
!;no’

Yonngstown  Branch ":eport’s
“the first .post-strike pays .are

“guota will be fulﬁlled or
time and in full”

Comrade Elaine says the Los
Atgeles Local is.“plugping away”
and thdt they are “sure of attain.
ing”  their goal 100% by
JDe¢. 81,. . -

The..comrades in Pittsburgh had
n social to assufe completion of
their quota, Comrades and friends
of the Branch made it & success.
The result—lDO?’( for P:ttsburgh

' We reatize that the time p:qu
ghort before the Party Bmldmg
Fund campaign ends,” Comrade
il)e.'mis writes, “but Bokton Branch
feels confident that ils quotu w1
be fulfilled, as always.”

New York Local likewise
“eanfident  of compleiing”
guota by the end of the year

Anne Chester repovts that the
Buy Area comrades are doing “n
few things locally . to  ensure
reaching our quota of $800.”

Sam K. a long-time Ffriend of
the party in New York, came into
the office to coniribute 82 to the
fund. He never fails to do what
he ecan to help out,

M. of Detroit sent in $50, mak-
g a toial of $75 paid on her
S100 pledge.

R, i, Milwaukee, Wisc, con-
tributed $2.61 to the Party Build-
ing Fund.

A Friend who came to New
Yorx for the Christmas holidiys
erceted us with a §15 donation
to the Fund.

Militant readers and friends of
the party everywhere put iheir
shouider to the wheel and pushed
the *General” contributions {o
87156 — over the top by 102%.

The final report and scoreboard

s
ils
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NUMBER 1

90% of Fund Collected
Vith Four Days to Go

ofh‘er hranchea are~ hearing - thel; g
o’uafs al top speed. - . I

and assures us that |

&

Branch

- Mew Haven
Flint
Allentown

<. Buffalo
 Detroit
Morgantown
New Britain
v Dittsburgh

+ R{, Louis

T 8t, Paul-Minneapolis
Seaftle
Cleveland
Toledo

New York
Nowark
Milwaukec
Sun Francisco-Qalklend
Roston
Chicago. .
Philadeiphia
Les Angeles
Y oungstown
Akron
Worcesier
Lyun
veneral

TOTAL through Dec. 27

SCOREBOARD FOR SWP FUND

(uota Paid Percent
& 25 § 28 112
200 204 102
50 a0 100
5007 500 1040
1,100 1,100 100
25 25 100
30 30 100
150 150 100
% ki3] g
g0 806 104
200 208 . 100
250 236 94

5 1 94 .
4,000 2,747 92
350 A4 90
250 219 88
K00 703 88
L2000 172 86
400 329 82
G500 467 T8
{00 1,100 13
460 290 73
100 -6b 65
40 26 65
75 26 35
05 716 102
£12,040 £10,713 90

“distress” areas in the count
munity

ft is the Ypsilunti grea where
condilions ameng thousands of
working class families arc =0 bad
that cne state official has declared
thai by comparison *“‘they make
1932 look like a time of plenty.”
. 0F the induslr'al plants in this
area, 4, including Kaiser-Fraizer,
have been shut down for muany
menths, (The Kaiser-Frazer Cor-

peration has  been in  recent
monils the recipient of scores of
millens of dollars in federal

lesng on the ground that it would
give employment to thousands of
workers.)

The shutdowns in the Ypsilanti
ares have been so numerans and
protracted  that thousands of
workers had exhausted their un-
cmpluyment compensation and in-
creasing  nombers  have  been
Piirnwn on relief. Offic’als of the
UAW-CIO have charged thai re.
lief allowances were ovossly in-

will be printed next week.

adequate,

30 wmiles wesl of Detlvoit. ™—

Thousands of Jobless in Ypsilanti
Thrown on Relief, Face Evictions

Although 1949 was the year of peak postwar produce
‘tion and profits for the auto mdustry, one of the worst

ry is to be found in a com-

Accovding to offivial estimates
eurrint employmend in the area
s about T7,000; last wear the
noivher of employed amounted to
B, or a drop in employment
of aboui 60 percent.

Hundreds of families are re-
purted as facing eviction because
of abilily to mect the renf. Wel-
farc  officials savy they have
enouph funds for immediate needs
but vefuse to say how long these
funds will last.

Logal officials #nd civie groups
have been helding “emergency”
mecings where a great deal of
concern is expressed but nothing
i done to alleviate the plight of
thousands of working families,

Ypsilanti i3 only one of the
yrow'rg number of ‘distress”
areus. Thus, it has just been
reporfed that in New York City
some 50,000 wmore workers have
been thrown on relief, and the
wolfare  officials here  likewise
wurn of an emergency.

(Continued from page 1)
to which the Transit Union is
protect their potential candidate
againsl  Senator Taft, Mayor
Burke, who hour by hour was to
reveal himself as the vilest type
of strikebreaker:

Burke threatened to use the
police and firemen in cperaie the
buses and streetcars, gave thal
up in favor of “plenty of unem-
ploved GI%,” then gave that up
in favor of the women whe
worked on the lines during ihe
war. Governor Lausche, Democrat,
czlled the strike “shocking® and
promised Burke the militia “f
necessary.

The newspapers began an un-
telievable assault on the unien
ang its president, Meuney. Threc-
fourths of the front page of
every issue of ever¥ paper was
devoted to scurrileuse editorials
and misleading articies. Fron{-
page editorials in the News on
Thursday, Friday and Ratorday
were headlined respectively “This
Strike Must Be Beaten,” “The
Tublic Must Beat This Strike,”
and “Let Meaney Have Fight He
Wanis.” The Press and the Plain
Dealer were no betier in trying
to paint the strike as the work
of one man.

But the unjon stood wn fivmly
under the blows of the politicians,
the press and the sc-ealled labor
aders. On Friday the ampive
clarified his decigion and set a
mmimam of 88 hours vacation
pay for transportation members
and 20 hours for non-transporta-
tion employees. This was =a
gofinite concession to the unien.
The late Friday editions of the
newspupers announced that Mavor
Burke and the CTS Management
were invokiag the law and ordeved
the wen {0 retwn to work at
midnuight. The press and vadic
sought te aid the mayor and
¢onfuse the union wembers by
running announcements that
“Tyansit  Strike I[s Near End”
and “Cars May Run Tomorrow.”
A mwses meeting was scheduled

alftlisted, becanse they wanted io|of

night the CTS tried to kauneh =
huck-Lo-work movement, But ~
L0 employees, {our reporied
for work and were discouraged
irem work ' ng.

At the Baturday meeting when
evervane else expected them to
yofe 1o end the strike, 2,000
metihers courageously decided fo
confinue it by unanimous vote.
The men were heartened as sup-
port from other seciions of fhe
labor movement began lo appear.
The Painlers [ixiriet Council
senl an innpiring message to the
moeting, Pat O'Malley, Disiricl
Direetor of the UAW, voiced his
support, and the UE condemned
Burke.

There was relative quiet aver
Chiristmas, bul on Afonday .Judge
Ar(l of the Commen Pleas Court,
a4 former Demecralic ward leader,
Look the unusual zction of gyani-
ng o hesring for an injunction
on a heliday and then invoked
kdth the viciovs Ferguson Law
angd the common law of the coun-
try.

A mass meeting  was  ugain
calted for Tuesday wmorning. and !
as requived by the injunction,
Meaney and  the other officers
vrped the men Lo vole to relurn
to work. Meancy castigated Che
court ordef asx “goverhmeni by
‘mhmetion”  and said  thet Dhis
was  “dictatorship  worse  lhan
Russja."

The 2,500 wmembers Gually
vote fo return Lo work afier the
officers  and unjon zounsel ~x-
plained that continuing the strike
wonld mean that contempt oro-
ceadings would be started and ihe
officers and local fined, the of-
ficers jailed and the local poss bly
smasherd. |

The qgueslion musi be vaised:
How could such a thing happen?

A

The only answer is the terribia
wenkness of the labor movement
in Cleveland in pactieniar and in
the mation in general. The
rehiance of the labor movement ~n
capitalist politicians has brought
on this condition and raused the

.
#14]

Cleveland Strike Broken

moevement in Cleveland had been -

uwitted, i it had completely sup-
portedt the Transit Union and
warned the city administration it
wuu&] call a general strike if
the Fontempt citaions were pul
inte effect, the strike could have
been won. But there js no such
unity, The labor movement cannot
figbt the strikebreaker Burke and
at the same time play footsie
with enatorial- candidate Bhrke.

The Cleveland eourts have gone
further than they did in the
Fawirk strike a year ago wheén
the lzbor movemenl was shocked
by the severity of the injurction.
The: Jzhor leaders are now deplor-
ing the use of the injunclion in
{he (ranxit strike. But that does

wood now — the strike is
brokerr, The Iabor movement in
the U, 8. can well be prouwd of

the {léveland Transit Union, but
if can only hang its head over
the acfions of the Cleveland labor
Ienders,

Eastern Europe:
A-Discussion

in the International

Information Bulletin
The Yugoslav Question, the
Question of the Suviet Buffer
Zone and the Implications for
Marxist Theory by Ernest Ger-
main, in the January issue, 43
P, o

On the Class Naiure of Yuge-
slavia by M. Pablo, in the De-
cemher issue, 27 pp., 25c.

‘Fhe Evolation of the Buffer
Countries by the International
Executive Commitice of the
Fourth International, in the
June issue, 85 pp., 25¢.

Order from
SOCIALIST WORKERS
PARTY
116 Untversity Place

end of a glorious exhibition of

for Sapurday morning. Friday

New York 2, N. Y.
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