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~ Public Protests |y -
Mounting Against®
FBI lawbreakmg '

By George Breiiman

The FBI's violations of
chev case are so flagrant and
net member has called for the
high . government official
asked for a congressional in-
vestigation, a U. 8. Senator has
annoupced that he is considering
an inquiry by the Judiciary Com-
mittee, and the U. 8. Attorney
Gensral has found it necessary to
explain publiciy that he has "re-
viewed” the situation bot does
not sntend to do .mythmg whout
it.

© A Jast week’s Militant report-
ed in detail, the pre-trial hearing
in "New York en the Coplon-
Gubitchey case has revealed three
scandalous practices by the FBI,
all of them in vielation of specific
Wire-
tapping. 2. Uge of leads obtained
threggh wirelapping ax cvidence
introduced by the government at
the- Hirst Coplen irial in Wash-
ington last spring. 3. Perjury by
FBI' agents who awore at that
trial {hat' ihey had “no knowl

edge” of wirelapping in  the
Coplon case although some of
them have since admitled {haf

they not only knew about it buf
helped to get it and used it.
Wnen the evidence about these

© Lerimes began to pile up in the

New York court where Judge
Sylvester Ryan had permitted
defense counsel to ask questionsg
_about them, it was revealed. thal
the -FBI had not only planted ¢

microphone in Misgs Coplon’s of-

HAROLD L. ICKES

has
jee and tapped her wire befo:e )

-on the dialogue of lawyer

"The Tost hopes this article will

the law in the Coplon-(}ublt-
shocking that a former Cabi-
abolition of the FBI, a former

ager Carregl, but that ils ageris

BVreRt, ’

This vielation of the “privileg-
ed”’ relationship between lawyver
and cl'ent so culraged Harold L.
Iekes, former Secretary of the
Interior, that he wrote nn article
in the New Republic calling on
the Awerican people “to abolish
the PRI if nothing short of that
will keep it within proper bounds.”-
ISee article below.}

James Lawrence Fly, ex-chair-
man of ithe Federal Communica-
tionz Commission and an official
of the American Civil Liberties
Usnion, sent the Washington Post
a letter saying that the Justice
Depariment was flouting the laws
it wos supposed to enforce by
indulging in wiretapping. This
practice, he charged, was, clearly
conirary to the intent of the Fed-
eral Communications Act and a
grave threat o American liber-
ties. He urged a congressional
investigation.

" A few days earlier Senafor Wil-
iam Langer (R, N.D.}said that
as 1 member of the Scnate
Tudiciary Committee he was giv-
ing thought to the request he had
“eceived for an invesigation of
FEI wiretapping by that com-
mittee.

The view of the~lib8ral press
was expressed In an editorial in
the Jan. 6 N. ¥. Post, which
Litatéd: “We cannol imagine a
migre loathsome weapon of law-
mlorcement than eavesdropping
and
Jef{endant — whoever they may
Y, whatever the alleged erime.”
1t quotes J. Edgar Hoover's
wypoeritical remark in the George
Washington University bullet'n
that, “The well-trained police of-
ﬁcm, schooled in the democratic
tradition, respects the civil rights
of the accused and, observes the

had oven listened in onp her con-| |
versations with her lawyer aftery.’

i ?-ng-._f-iﬁ the Sky

5

J& UNEMPLEYED

Japane
Rejects

directives for a purge of its
leadership’ and. has instead ex-
A pelled one of -the leaders - who
publicly backed the Corniriform.
The chief ‘target of Cominfofm
attack s the Japanese CP leader
Sanzo Nosaka, The <charges

.against hind allege that heé is a

“deceiver of the Japanese peo-
ple” whoe maintaing that Japan
“can aitain Soclalism under the
occupation rule” of the U. 8.
Nosaka is alse denounced -for
claiming _ that he has achieved
“ihe naturalization of Marxlsm-
Leninism on Japanese soil.” Other
ununamed Japanése
coupled in these attacks
Nosaka. ’

with

rules of fair play and decency.”

be made “compulsory reading at
the FBI® und wishes “'J. Edgar
{Continued on page 3)

ICKES URGES AMERICAN
PEOPLE TO ABOLISH FBI

“If the FBI so disregards legal propriety — to say.

nothing of common decency

in order to hear what a lawyer and a client may say to

each other, then it is time for a

- frof, people who never have and,

_may be hoped, never will,
toiel‘ate a secret police, to abolish
the ¥BI if nothing shori of that
wilf keep it within proper bounds,”
writee ex - Secretary of the In-
terior Harold L. Ickes in the Jan.
9 New Republic,

1rxes expresses great shock to
tearn that FBl agenis tapped
mhone conversations between
Judith Coplon and her lawyer,
Archibald Palmer: “This was a
ireacherous and cowardly blow at
the lberties we hold so dear.

* Meither Hitler, nor Musselini, nor

Franco, nor the Soviet Politburo,
has .ever sunk Jower.

“The relationship hetween
client and lawyer is highly privi-
leged,” he continmes. “Only the
confestional is mere sacred. .
The FBI has no more right to
intercept a conversation befween
a lawyer and his clienl, like s
sneak thief, tham it wenld have
to hide z dictograph in a con-
fessional, Such debased lhehavior
is even worse than the third
degree in which policemen seme-
times indulge to force the ad-
mission of a crime.”

Taking note of the defense
counsel’s charge that the FBI
had 81 agents on her trial and of
the, government’s reply that it
had “onty” 40, Ickes observes:
“Fvenif the lower figure is cor-
rect, it will be seen that, quite
aside from the elhivs and morals
involved, it has cost the tax-
puyers a pretty penny to pay for
the ¥BI’s cynical breach of the

.|FBL slone seems to have 1
dangerous iwmunily from re-
spansibility to some higher

-— as to tap telephone wires

jaw end disregard of
concept of human decency.”

Tven the FBI's “proud record”
at gang-busting, he declares,
“cannut serve as jusiification of
the Bureau's ‘Peeping Tomism’
and deor-crack listening in order
te pick up envious or malictous
gorsip (o be nsed against gov.
prament employees and othere
who arc denied their conatitu-
tional right fo defend Uhem-
sefves, Nor will it excuse the
offenses that have been brought
to light i the Coplon case.”

“PANGEROUS IMMUNITY”
“In the circumstances,” he con-
cludes, “it is proper to recall that.
whercas every otheir police of-
ficcal of high or low degree is
responsible to someone else, the

aevery

authority, Bven the President
must account to the people for
nig uets every four years — and
in between times to Conghess.
“No group, especially one set
up with the sanction of law,
should he allewed to operate as
a Mafia. Ii is undemocratic and
dangersus for one man, whoever
he may be, to have such powers
as J. Kdgar Hoover has arrogated
1o himself. . . The federal law
forbids wiretapping, yvet on Feb. 2.
1945, Mr. Hoover, in effect said
that the FB1 is above the law.
The late Juslice Oliver Wendell
Holmes called wiretapping ‘a dir-
ty business,’ Today it iz even

The Cominform charges' have
recelved the backing of the Mos-
cow Pravda, Stalin’s psrsonal
Russian daily, which has denoune-
ed Nosaka as "anti-democratic,”
“anti-socialistic,” and “anti-Jap-
anése,” These charges and attacks
are rem’niscent of the tone of the
Coininform's * original ‘denuncia-
tions of the Yugoslav CP leader-
ship.

Nosaka is said fo have issued
ng public reply as yeét to the

Ciitacks against him, amounting

to urders for his immediaie purge.
Tnstrad he has acted te purge
Cominform supporfers,
According to an  Associated
Press dispatch from Tokyo, Jan.
10, this counter-purge has struck
Ko Nakanishi, a veteran Japanese
Stalnist, who is a member clf the
Japanese Parhament

se CP

Kremlin

Order for Purge

Revolt against the arbitrai'y domination of the Krem-
lin which flared in Yugos}avia twenty months ago has now
spread to the Far East where the J apanese Communist

Party-has flouted.the Cota nform #

leaders , are|

Nakanishi reportedly- szded with
the Cominform immediately upon
the publication of jts attack on
Nosaka. “The Cominform. critic-
igm of our party this time is fully
warranted,” he declared, adding
that this "eritieism” offered the
Japanese CP “the best chance ic
strengthen itself” and to effect
an '‘over-all change in the Com-
mu.ist front.”

He was expelled by the decision
of the party’s control Commission
for “disruption.” There has been
no official comment by the Jap
anese CP on the Comiﬁform
atiacks, 4 ‘

Nosaka’s name™ has b’een fre-
guently littked in-the préss with.
that ¢of Mao Tse—tung, leader of
-the Chinese Stalitiists who js now
iu Moscow negotiating a treaty
of “umity and friegdship.” Dur-
ing the war WNosaka was with
Mzp Tse-tung in North China, the'
central base of the peasent-guer-
rilla armes who later crushed
Chiang Kai-shek. .-

I the préss reports are cor-
reel, the Japanese leaders headed
by Nosaska have by their actions
hrohen irrevocably with  the
Xremlin and will presently be
aitacked muoch in the same way

as have been the Yugoslav
dissidents. At all ‘evenis, the
deveijobments in Japan cannot

fail to greatly intensify the in-

ternatioral crisis of Stalinism
vouched off by ihe Yugoslav
wbel!ion_.

" |Bitter Campaign

|Expected in New
British Elections

“The new elections in Britair
have been officially fixed for Feh
23. The Labor Party leaders have
apparently decided that they. ean
nki afford to wait any longer

This leaves approximately six
weeks for & campaign tha’
promises fo - more bitterly

fourht. and demagogic (on hotk
sider) than the previous election,
five yéars ago, which swept thc
Labor:tes into power.. & 7’
*From the -standpoint, of pro-
gram theve is far less difference
belween the opposing sides thar
appears from the highly eolore”
dispatches carried s, the Amer-
i¢an. press. The ?l‘ﬁr;.- gram
pro;:oses to introdies Wi ‘changes
in’the Peforms alréady instifuted
it simply cIaJms that Toriés danr
redlize and .run the ‘“welfare

staw’ more. efﬁc enitly - and
cheaply- than ¢ Labonte& and
rrpposes. tg h £ further na-

qunahza.tmns i £

erings mposed on the wmasses
‘Goder the Laborites..to preserve
bamklupt British capitalism and
thé.-natural resentment and dis-
coitent among the workers.

The coal miners have flatly
rejecied the government wape-
freeze in the face of ‘rising liv-
ing costs resulting from ,the
recent devaluation of the pound.
The engineers, railwaymen and
electrical workers are other big
unjons expected to take 2
similar stand. This mass dis-
content is even more serious for
the Luborites to combat than are
their Tory opponents.

The odds still favor a return
of the Laborites to office but by
a uarrower margin than last

time.

" Their, chief Weapon in the cam-
valgn will-be sacrifices and suf:-

commerce,”

to the tune of $222-million. As

wars as “cemeterial program
Monuments Commission)” .

There's another sizeable item, under “transportation and
that strictly speaking shouvld be listed under war
-preparations. That’s “promotion of the merchant marine” —
which means federal subsidization of the shipping interests

tional security, requires an efficient nucleus of merchant ship-
ping sad shipbuilding adequate to permit such expansion as
may be required by a future emergeney” — meaning war.

' You'll find $563-million for the Army Corps of Engineers
listed under' “land and water resources” and $20:-millien for
the Department of the Navy under “mineral resources.”

A total of $64-million is allocated for the improvement
and expansion of roads, railroads and communications in Alas-
ka, which is just across from Siberia. And there’s 2 smali item
of $4-million, ligted under “general government,” for the ad-

" ministration of the Paczflc island pnsseq\swns like Guam and
Anmerican SBamoa, which are nothing but military bases.
‘Also under “general govérnment” aresich costs of past

( $21-million; and for the selection
of an Unknown Soldier of Woérld War II and

Arlington National Cerqetei‘y ~— $1-million.

Trurazan explained it, “Qur na-

{Arthy and American Battle °

.eptombing . him in

shamefull eonduet of its afﬁcers,
Secretary William Finegan'and:
President Jack Burns, who-had
candemue& the Transit Union and
s wfficers for striking and
had supported the strikebreakitig
tactics  of Democratic’ Mayor
Birkd, S

The CFL leaders wanted to
cover up for strikebreaker Burke,
whom they hape fo run against
Senator Taft. That is the reason
for their traiterous actions. They
have not gene unchallenged, how-
ever, Other segments -of the
Cleveland Jabor movement rallied |-
to the defense of the Trauslt'
Unron,

The day after the end of the‘
strike the Cleveland CIO Ccuqéll'
meeting officislly announced soli-
darity with the transit workers
and denounced the uge of the in-
junction to break the str'ke. The
CHO  resolution said in part:
“Thase who say that public em-]
rloyees can not have the right to
sirike are advocating a formh of
slavery. . " It likewise condemned

By Joseph Keller

Prohing for a vital spol in the

minere on Jan. 9 hegan striking
at the © captwe pite 'of ‘the major
gteel companies which have been

month battle of the United Mine
Workers for a new and lmproved
coniract.

In spite of their magnificent
solidarity and milftang , the
niners have so far failed to make
any significant breach . in the
oparators’ line. They are now con-
cantrating pressure on the sieel
colpanies, which are operating
ol clore to capacity, in-the hope
thev can force az settlement be-

fore their depleted resources
reach exhaustion.
The 1leng struggle . appears

headed for a showdown. The mine
owners, backed by the whole
capitnlist class and government,
are plainly seeking to impose »
crusl_ting defeat on the coal
minevrs,

offensive agamst the miners has

dirtier.”

becn mounting in mtenmt.y, They

mine owners’ solid front, the coal’

the wain hold-outs in the seveny

Since the first of the yeay, t'he1

now fuce a two-pronged threat
af courl action — a federal in-
junetion and ruinous damage
anits.

Lasl week all sections of the
industry joined with the South-
ern uperators in petitioning Tru-
mun’s Nationzl Labor Relations
Board to invoke a Taft-Hariley
wjunglion to halt the miners’
three-day week and to forbid ac-
tion — ineluding sirike — that
the NLRB says is Intended i~
enforce “unfair Jabor practices.”
At this writing, the NLRB
“studying” the issue.

PRESSURE MOUNTING

From all sections of Céngress.
including his own supporters Lke
Pemocratic majority leader Sen-
ator Seoit Lucas and Senalor A.
Willis Robertson of Virginia,
pressure i3 being brought to bear
lmt Truman to infervene against
'ghe muners. He can do this under
!cover of hig hand-picked NLRE
and avoid the direct presidential
acton required in mvokmg the
‘mational emergency” clauvse of
the T-H Law.

i

Meanwhile, eoight large Ohio
coul companies have brought suit
against the UMW for $8,000,000
“double damages” under an old
slate Juw forbidding :any group
or association from “Interfering”
with the production of any com-
nmodity. THis law was originally
degigned to halt price - fixing,
preduct'ont  guotas and - other
monopoly practices of the cor-
porations.

The “Hate - Lewis” mob has
seented blood, They are evidently
canvinced the time is ripe feo
brealk the UMW as an effective
fighting union. Washington cor-
respondent Louis Stark points
out in the Jan. 8 N. Y. Times
that federal officials and mine
opurators are hopefully recalling
the 1927 struggle, when the
decling in the coal indosiry and
the failure ofi Lewis’ strategy to
crack the companies’ front re-
sulted in a terribie defeat from
which the UMW did nat recover
for almost a decade.

Today the entire Big Busness
clags has a greater incentive than

ever to smash the miners. The

Coal Miners Need Aid of All Lubor

corporntions have mever rhade
their peace with the mighty in- |
dustrial union movement that has
grown up in the past 15 years
They recall that it was Lewis and
the miners who were the greatesi
source of strength to the early
CIO. And icday the miners ave
tlz most aggressive union in the
country.

MINERS PIONEERED

Time and again in the pasi
decade the miners have pioneered
far-reaching demands, like com-
pany-finahced pensions, which
have inspired the struggles of
ather sections of labor. T'me and
again their militant methods have
won gains that have spurred thé
rest, of Tabor to action. Above
all, the miners have refied on
their awn strength rather than or
the governnient for their gains.

The employing class knows that
il il can smash the miners it will
have eleared the main road-
Block fo a direct offensive against
the other indnstrial unions, whose
leaders are weak, vyielding and

STRIKEBREAKI
FIGHT IN CLEVELA

CLEVELAND Jan, 9 — Repercussxons of the recent
transit. stmke arkstill being Telt in lgbor- and political cir-

cles here. "A sharp fight has developed in the Cleveland
Federatidh of Labor ovér tha

strike

(Continued on page 4)

mSTIRS
D AFL

Mayor Burke for his threabened
nse of str'kebreakers,

C10, DISCUSSION,

Truman Asks
More for War
In New Budget

" BUDGET HIDES MANY WAR
COSTS UNDER OTHER TITLES

You need persistence.and a sharp eye to find the innumer-
able hidden war costs buried under misleading titles in Tru-
man's budget. The lidgting of atomic-bomb development (817-
million} under “natural resources,” subtitle “atomic energy,”
is but one example, and the easiest to trace.

‘Human Needs
Sacrificed to
Militarism

By Art Preis

More than seven times 83"

much for direct war prepara-
tions as for social welfare,

health and security — that’s what .
Truman's “Fair Deal” programt .

adds up to in cold dollars, ascord-
ing to his proposed federal budget®
for the next fiscal year.

Direct military expenditures,
“eold war” foreign sid and the
atom bomb total $19,178,000,000
{that’s billions) — or about 47%
of the whole budget-of $42,4385
767,406. Social welfare, health
and security get only 6% — or
$2,713,000,000,

Truman's promised military

Yeconomy" turns out to be an in-

1crease for the army, navy and alr

‘oree.” These will get $18,544,060;
§00, or $397-million more than in
thizs year's budget. Development
of bigger and better atom bombs
— listed under the nen-military
itein, “natiral yesgurces mot prir
marily agriculture*.

— wilt eost

the American: people $517 million -

next year compared to $673 mil-
jion thig year.

FOREIGN ARMS

Only the item “international af-
fairs and finances” shows a re-
duction, from $5,964,000, 000 fo
$4,711,000,600. This is mainly a
proposed cut in spending for “in-
ternationsl recovery and relief.”
But “foreign military assistance”
— arms for war agalnst the So-

I)urmg the + CIo maetmgs
discussion, oni¢ delegate remarked
it was foriunate that Burke re-

vealed himself hefore they sup-

ported him for Senator. The role
of the PAC in its support of
Democrauc politicianiy "Was:, dis-
cussed at some. length, ' Several
deleyates pointed to this- strike
ng prodf of the need for a- Labor

-Pacty.

; The next day Clevéland AFL

.Secretary Pinegan atticked the

CIO for supporting the transit
“withowt knomng* the
facts.” At the Federation -theet-
ing the follow'ng week, Finegan
in-a 45-minute speech, éllbled hi:
strikeébreaking aetions and launch
ed a bitter personal attatk agsins
Themas Meaney, leader of the
4200-member local of the AFT

Amalgamated  Assoc’ation of
Sirret, Electric Railway and
Motor Geach Employees, the

unjon that -had been on strike.
Tt was difficuit at times to tel’
whelher Finegan was a labor

|lezder or a torch-bearer for the

mayor, He slandered  strik~
leader Meaney as a man who
couldi’t keep hiz word, but
vlaimed scab-herder Mavor Burke
had always been a “friend of
laher” and obviously nalwawvs
would be. Fmegan summed up hic
own nckions in one whining sen-
tence: “I have to live with ith~
Burke administration.” We have
come to exvect opportunsm from
the labor burcaucrats, but rarely
has crass opportunism been so
openly flaunted.

DIBATE IN AFL

Meatey answered Finegan and
asked the  delegates to take =o
action wmtil they had heard the
Transit Union’s’ side, He excorig
ated the Mayor and defended the
union, peinting out that h's unior
was  democratic as  well ns
uutonomous, Afier Meaney spoke.
supporters for both points of
view took the floor and engamed
in it heated discussion for three
hours. What followed affer that
confused all the delegaies and
diseusted many.

The minutes of the Board of
Bus'ness Agents were read. These
included a ‘recommendation io

(Continued on page Z)

viet Union and to slaughter ré-
bellious workers and colonial peo~
pies — pgets an increase from
$3b6-million to $645-million,
Added to the cost of preparing
for future war ia the cost of the
-past war. - This includes vetoran\s
Genefits abd- interept on the na-
tional debt. Ald:fo velerans will
be slzshed SB‘Mvmﬂllon, ‘to $6,
079,000,000, The' ‘capitalists will-
collect $5,625 000,008 In_ interest -
on blood-monegs lent the govern- :
ment, which, Trnmah"*s budget.
messagé explains,”” “representa §

predominantly the cost of financ- x

ing the last war.”

Here and there in the budget
report you can find minuts in-
créases proposed for social bene-
fits or for new social legislation.
Most-‘of the new measures are

|
!
l

confidently expected by Truman .
not to- be passed by Congress
anyway.

SOCIAL APPROPRIATIONS

Thus, he proposes $250-miilion :

for operatlon of a -health insur-

ance fund, $328-million more for. |

housing and $312-million for

achool ald. Al three togather are -’

about eqnial to what will be spent

on atom-bomb devalopment — be- -

sides which there ia little pros.
pect that the Democratic-control-
led Congress will approve them.’
A propofed increased expenditure

of $1,200,000,000 for old-age pen- -

sions will be no gift — it will
come out of & furthér intreass in
payroll taxes,

War, past and planned; w:li cost-
the American people 30-blllion

dollars, “or about 71 per cent of °

the total budget,” Frumsn admits.
And he stresses that this monu=

mental burden of imperialist miff= =

tarism and war will not abate iu'
the foreseeable future. .
“Specifically, the Jargest item
in the budget, national defense.
expenditures, is expected 10 aps
proximate the 1951 level in tha
next few years,” Truman em=
phasized. This is -the real pers
spective of Truman’s “Fair Deal,”
not his glib forecast that average

income will rise $1,000 per year .

by 1955.
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THE MILITANT
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Monday, Jazmary 16, 1950.

Capltallst So';czletyk

- Thé announcement by President
Truman thal an slomic explosion
had taken place in the USSR set
ite molion a veritable chain
renelion of conjectures, baked on
both: realily and: fancy. It rever-|
beiated on frayed nerves in the
Penlngon. The fend of brass hats:
antl. gold braids over globnl mili-
tary strafegy grew more {ense,
Armehair  stralegists  began

" painling horrid pictures of V-2

Rockets, with ranges of thou-
sands of miles, propelled by
‘atomie power and carrying atom
bombs in the heads, equipped
with yproximity fuses and ae-
curate encugh to hit a city of
106,000, coming over the Polar
Sea. where less radar detection
and. fever ships, or buses, arve
capable of intervening. Night-
;- mavigh conjectures appeared of
“such unheard of things as deadly
rddiodetive ray barrages. Dr. Leo
Szilapd, an alemic scientisi, ae-
tualf _suggested 2 a possibility
"a mnéw poison gas, made of
nettrany, that might kill & hamar
s 'being within 2 radins of one
kilometer. I
Prior-to thiz aniicuncement .he.
,most zealous adhervents of ihe
reult of "air power, disciples af'
~Douhety Mitchell and Seversky..
‘had projecled the idea of a thirty-
day blitz on Russia. It was all to:
be very simple. Sevenlty majer
Russgian eities were carmarked
fpr atomic destruction; this would
revull in shattering of civillan
‘mbrale and paralysis of the
economty, it would be a quick and
Adaiiien s khvek - out  war. ‘The
‘Upitéd Slates waa in sole posses-
of the: bomb, zealously
gusrding its “secret.”

SITUATION CHANGES

Now such tempers are some-
whiit ‘cooled off. I¢ is assumed
that, Rissia -glso has the bomb.
Reports now describe her large
fleet of jet fighlers, with long
range' jet bombers™ going into
;mass production. Generally it is
now conceded that what the
Yinited - States can do to Russia]
Hm-atomic warfare, Russia can do
* to' the {nited States.

Assuredly it would. be fatal to
. ‘haghor- the slightest doubts that
theé Eremlin oligarchy will be just [
ag- ruthless ag the American jm-
perialists. BTN |
" -@pecnlations on the adviantages
of. a head start in bomb manu-
facture, size of stockpile, or
. avaslable natural raw materials,
.8d .not bring great comfort to
rmhiary planners. It is known
thpt there are rich uranium
déposits in the Central Asiatic
p¥ovinces of Russia. Moreover,
theré have also been reporis that
Soviet sclentists have pursued
their studies in the  direction of
two atomic mixtures for the
-manufacture of bombs. These are:
urawiem 2356 plus  plutonium,
which iz the American - bomb
miatarisl, and thorium, which can
aldo 'be tyansimuted “into ﬁssmn-
able material;:. ¥ o

-Etiormous resetved of «thonum

By Arne Swabeck

master's degree.

The writer of these articles wishes to acknowledge the
collaboration of Comrade Roy Brown, whose assistance in the
pregentation of the strietly sclentific data has proved invalu.
nble.” Roy Brown is an industrial chemist who has attaified
his bachelor’s degree and is now: coﬁﬁhuiug reseateh’ f0r hia

on the northern spurs of the
Altai Mountains, The same re-
ports affirni that thé USSR
possesses  the most  importdnt
shorium reserves in lhe world,

NO LETUP ON ARMS

So, American military sirdtegs
ists seemt Lo be giving reéndwed
atiention {o the old ‘maxim that

Bui there is no let-up in prépard-

for the defense’
bombs is given out £f
Natienal Sécurity““Resources
Board. For busihess,”
of Fgciories is recommnieridéd —
tor safety of property
smaller communities of less thin
50.000 population, For the in:
dividual citizen six feet of earth
is described as adequate protec—
tion.” But how? Coeld * thin
possibly have referefice to the
graveyard?

Although Americah scientists
predicted a relatively egrly arrival
of the Russian atom bomb, it
came at least geveral years sooner
than official public pripaganda
had led people to expégt; ap-
parently, the world is now headed
for =n atomic arms race. The
atomic.explosion in Russia attesis
at the same time to the high
degree of "Soviet fechnolop;lcal
develepment.

. A .couple of oxamples of. what
is required for the production of
atomic fission material will suf-

fice to illustrate this,

1THE NEW ATOMIC AGE -
When the -Marhattan Engineer-

are: said to have been dmcovered

ing. District, as it was named,

and hationalities.” The struggl

ending capitalist reaction and

way of living that can assure
the brotherhood of mankind.
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wars are lest or won by armies.:

tiong tor atomic warfare. Advice

gaingt atomi world. Within this plant, in .im-

relocation

in

tonk cver 58,000 acrés in Ten-
aessee to build the Oak Ridge
Naiiona] Laboratory, ‘erected at
a4 cost of $500 million;one :of the
fgreatest téchnological projects of

| ull time got unideriway: Thé cens:|

tral- part of - this hage plant,

“|erseted for:the d!ffusion® piovess

of separating uranium 23§ from
the slightly heavier uraniom 238,
was called K-25./4 partial deserip
tion- of this "plani was given +n
Fortune magazihe as follows: -
- “Heprt- of K26 is a glga’htio
U<stitpedd” building, each wing)
dbolt 400 feet” wide and hilf“a]
mile long. Insx&e, uraniom hexa-
fluoride, a gasg, is pumped a
distance of some eleéven, miles
ﬁu‘ough thousarids of ?o\mué bars
erd;* ench: perforated by billlons:
of holes smalled thap two-mils
tonth of an-inch. Gas tneléeules
confalning U235 move sl ght.ly
faster” than molecules containing
heavleﬁ U288 and thus fidd their
way through the barrievs slightly
nioté easily. Acrés of barriers
were twass produced by ‘Houdaille-
Hévshéy Cor;h., thousands  of
novel pamp¥, somé whirlifiz at
velocities abdve the  spéed of
sound, tere biillt by Allis-Chalin-
ers, over' 100,000 contiél Shitfu.
ments were provided by Taglor
Instrinient Coinpahied té . make-
the prudigious operation go
The second lavgest. atomic
ﬁss on material plant, the: Han-
ford Works, in the state of Wash-
ington, was erected at-a cost of
8350 nritlions. It was:the first
nuclear chemical factory in the

mensely large ‘“‘ovens,” wth
walls three feet thick,. atomic
“fires” " are ‘built as part ‘of- the
procegs . of - transmuting. -U-238
into- pluterfium: This 13 called
the atomic pile.

'The mature and the purpose of
these adtomic ~‘fires” wll be
‘descrilied: 1ater. Sufficetit -to' Bay-
hers that these “firés” can gén-
eraté w heat infengity ‘of hitherto
unthinkable proportions, having-
a potontial heat 1nten51ty of mil«
liong 'of degrees. e

- Such | nre the’ dmempt;pns of
boE a paed of ‘the gigantid” tech-
nelogical’ and*‘éngineerhfg ﬂevelop-
ments Thaugurated b Lhe atmﬁ e
of enuvse from the mcsst in-
dustiially advanced nat}on in the
world. However the atomie, ex-
plosion in the Soviet Union would [
indigate a technological dévelop-
ment, for this. particular pur-
nose, Lertamiy approaching what.
has been described above. Oisced
again thig brings home an jm-
portanl lesson to the working
class.

v ER!HCATION IN USSR -
During the 39 years of existerice

of the Soviet Republic, siarting.
ouf with an extremely  backward

| éconemy, industrialization has un-

anestionably made great strides,
Comparatively, taking info ac-
doitnt this backward basis as well
as the relatively brief ({ime
element, these strides overshadow
developmenta of a similar char-
astar- in nations of eanitalis
“free enterprise.” Certainly this
hrings a- historie verification of
the superiority of nationalized
aconomy, of planned economy
The verification comes in epite of
the strangulating influence of the
totalitarian rule of a degenerafed
Buzeancracy.

Rufigia's ' obtm“nmg the atom
bbb hiiz brought s = greatér
sénse of awareness of - the fdev
tHat mankind has indeed entered

‘the atomic age. The distuybing

ﬁn.l ngitating idea of the titanie
and  teri‘fying power locked
within the atém has penetrated

.miore and more deepli into the

congciouzness  of the wmasser

everywhere.
Tta digcovery and further dev-

. nermitted to know about

[(] %2 Full year.

elonment pose questions directls
affecting the fate of mankind
The 2lternative .of barbarism or
soe'alism becomes more definite
and more concrete.

In order to avoreciate fully the
fateful implications of this alter-
native we mnst attempt to under-
stand al]l that the layman is
thir
terrifying atomic power that war
first demonetrated In the ex-
plosion at Hiroshima and is now
heatd as an eclio out of the
Soviet Union: We must atfémpt
eapecially to understand the
meaning of the atomic age in its
present-day social context.

|'The second article -in this
geries will appear next week.]

W

prleted thHe issue as ore of sup-

Unem ployment Vict?m

ganyr represmt somallﬁm. “the:
sceond is that the rulers ¢f Amet-
iea represent democracy. We must
nail these two lles and - spread
"‘h? tr‘}tﬁ.’” |

Dunm‘sptrke Jore in the courde
of A" two-day stop in Yeungstown
as part of -his > currént - national
tour. Earjier-'in the day

“Labcér and Civil Rights” lo a
smaller gathering of steelworkers
who were prevented hy, their
working shift from attending
this evening’s meeting. Both
meetings were held in the Sorial-
ist Workers Party hall,

RADIO INTERVIEW

- During the afternoon, V. R.
Dunne was interviewed by the
Program Director of radio station
WEBEW. In response to questions,
Conrader Dunne outlned the

funddaméntal causes of the past
werld war, the walr now in
prepatation: and the attacks

against ¢ivil lxberhes He lalelled
the Umg,sd I‘{ufaom as a tool of

- “We*must nail the two

he
presented- a- similar speech on’*

the American imperialist h]oc‘
and denounced Armerican capital-
ism for mltmnng atomic war-
fare,

. Pulling ne- punches. COmrade
Dunne  gave frank ?epllas - to
questions about the Soviet Union.
He “‘spoke of the inestimable
superiority of the profuctive

revolution ~of 1917, buot he al-
‘tacked the destruction of work-
erg’ liberties in the Soviet Union
by, the Stalinist clique and’ the

'p).vram of Marx\sm

Schedule of Dunne'-s
Tour on Civil Rights

Liwn — Jan. 1T.

Worcester — Jan. 18,

New Britain — Jan, 19,

New Haven — Jan, 20.
New York — Jan, 21,
Philadelphia — Jan, 27-28.

New York — Feb, 3.

(Cont. frojﬂ mge 1)

suspend Méaney A8 ai délecate to
the Fedetation: until he’ gave o
satisfactory exp}anatmn ‘of his
actions. -ag & .strike lesder. A

made and geconded, Thé guestion
was then raised; Did agproving
the minutes mean, aceepting ' the
recommendation? © Burns, v:halr-
man, ruled-yes. A. I. Davey, vice-
president of the Cleveland Federa-
tion nnd editor of the Cleveland
Citizen, Federation weekly paper.
denied this, stating that the

voted on separately.

It seemed =&t that peoint as
though Burns changed his opinion
and 'ngreed. The minutes were
zecepted and discussion began on
suspens,¢n, Davey tdok issue with
the wmethod of digcipline, claiming
it didp’t conform 1o Federation
laws which called for the filing of
charges and & hearing. Numerous
other delegates, including Louis
Friond, secretary of the ILGWU

Joint Council, agkeed on this
woint. Finegen's backers inter-

poFiing or rejecting the policies
of the CFL officers.

A motion was- then made to
suspend- Meaney for ninety days.
It wag resoundingly defezfed.
Finégan rose and shouted “Thanks
for the slap - in the puss.” The
mecting then adjonrned. It was

motion td-atéept the minutes wis|

recormmendeation would have to bel

STIIII(EBREAI(ING ACTION STIRS
CONFLICT IN GLE\IEI.ANB AFL

any recommendatlon of the Board
of “Business Age_nls had been
tﬁallengei{ -

WHAT STRIKE ACHIEVED"

The .hewspapers;-the next day
reported that Burns had ruled
that - Meaney was suspended.
What will develop: now is dif-
ficult to prediet. It is to be hoped
that the Transit Workers in their
justifiable anger against the CFL
leaders take no rash steps by
breaking from the CFL. Te do so
at this time woald be to admit
defeat . and desert their sup-
porters . inside the Federation.
These supporters, with the Transit
Union, have challenged the
deaden’ng influence of the bureau-
eracy. Thig could mark the begin-
ning of a new peied of militaney
in the Federatién in Cleveland.
In the CIOQ too, the transit strike
has awakened a new fighthg
spirit. If they accomplished moth-
ing eise, the transit workers are
owed 2 vote of thanks for this,

But they did accomplish more
In addition té¢ gaining part of
{heir demands, they shook~ the
Transit Board, challenged the
autocracy of thé managemént.
The newspapers have quoted the
Treaugit Board as admitling thr
labor relations were bad ‘and ef-
forts would be made to improve
these conditions, The unior should
not count too heavily on this, how-
ever, Its continned militaney ir

the longest in many years and
the first time in six years that

its only guarantee of good work-
ing conditiong.

S

RECEP

struggle for civil rights.
Alss:

‘A stirring psychological film.

New York

in honer of
VINCENT R. DUNNE

Meet this well-known labor leader in his first public ap-
pearance in New York on a nation-wide leeture tour on the

The Eternal Mask

Saturday, Jannary 21 - Admission 60c

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE
Food and refreshments after movie -

TION

Starting promiptly at 9 PM

I zeniihe soclallzatlon at worl

system set up-in Russia by the’

deprartire by this clique from the'

thoir

A Letter from Australia

On the Recent Electlons

SYDNDY, Dec. 13 — All the shouting is over now. The
Australian petty-bourgeois has given his vote to the par-

ties of Big Business. He will

‘the Augtralign wcuker ‘who hung
on  to the La.bor ‘Party, will
sulfer tool Actually the problem

:'.of W !mﬁg elgetions here is that

of “aintiing fifhe petiy-bourgeois,

1 v{ha aways ietween the eamps of

tho éapitalists and workers. 1f

he tarnot. find "a“solution far his

ptqblems under the deadership of

ite"thereatnp of Big Business. It
is true-that in his present frame

|6 mind Re is scared of “socializa-

tioi'-but this is ouly due to, the
fapy: fhat e has - not - 568 sy’
afid
identifies it with regimentation,
shoy tages and high_taxation-which’

k ‘are in reality., concomi tantt, of a
dezaying capitalist system. ;-

The fundamental veason for

¥| the: defeat of the Chifley, go{rqrm

. George Fiéher of BSan Franeisco is ouf oi’ work. His wife and;
' youngest child need hogpital care. Unable to.raise the needed

money, hé has -offered one of his eyes for sale. Here hé poses-
with- hs f'afuily, wmt.ing for a customer. .

Dunne Flays Witch-Hunters
At Meetings in Youngstown

YOUNGSTOWN, Jan, 7
big Hes of rdodern times,” Vincent R. Dunne told a gather-
ing of steelworkers and othélrs here tomght “The flrst he-
s that Stalin and the, Krémlin o

ment was- ite fotile: aﬁe[ngt +10
make cap‘ntahsm ~work. The Or)lv

which now threatens the world
with a new tetrible depression or

Wnr}d _slaughter s n  soeislisl
sauety of peace arid p}enty based
gpor’a planned economy.

[t was not with this objective
in mind that the Labor wovern-
ment originally took office. The
saying that “Mr, Menzies is the
beet asset of the Labor Party™
was nof just a joke bt & sad
reality, for Labor was’ put inle
office primarily because the peo-
ple were fed up with” the Tory
asdministration,

WHY LABOR FARTY LOST

While the Labor g'ovprnmeﬁt
introduced some progressive
legfslntidn, the extent of it
“socialization” was stéietly con-

fized to the limitations of capiial-
imsm. Thug the proposed bank
Antionalization was not consider-
ed a step towards a sodialist eco-
nomy but a measure necessgry to

“recession.” ARy iniprovements
of the conditions of the veople
had also to be compatible with
the maintenance of the capitalist
system. On one hand the govern-
meni ran uvp agiainst the active
vppnsition of the very class whose
syatem it was {rying to preserve
znd ‘who defeated 4t merely by
using” the - Constitution agamst it.
On the other hand the government
wus forced to deal ruthlegsly with

lits stuunchest supporters, as was

exemplified by its strikebreaking
|action in the mining dispute.

The continuous rebuffs given
by Big Bus‘ness to Labor (Air-
ways, Bank-Nationalization, Free
Medicine, Petrol) and the apathy
and disappeintment of the rank
and file due to actions like the
use of troops in breaking a strike
— in direct wiolation of Lahor’s
platform — created the almos-
phere in-which the parties of Big
Business eould launch their seare
campaign about “socialism,” a
campaign the exorbitant cost of
which was fully repaid by its
FUCreSS, t

To what extent the new govern-
ment which is ran  divectly by
the capitalists and their im-
mediate agents will iry to curry
favor with the people by eranting
child - -eridowment for the first
child, redueing taxation, ete.,
remains to be seen. The Chifley
government had aeccumulated
certain reserve f{or the lean days
to come. The “liberals” may draw
on this reserve to maintain their
popularity, but they will -not
esdapé the' reckening when the
lean days do come, It alse remaing
to be seen how sirong the con-
fliets within the capitalist camp
are. Most of Labor’s provagands
was to the effeet that it could
govern, in contradistinetion to
the leading part.les of Big Busi-
ness:

IMMEDIATE TASKS

‘One thing is clear, however,
and- that i that the accession of
the eapitalist parties to office has
given the green light for an ail-
out offensive of the employers
“to put the workers back into
thair place.” The immediate task
is to fight against intensified ex-
pleitation (speed -up and ex-
tengion of working hours): te
maintain the standard of living
in conditions of continuing in-
flation; to resist the repressive
measnres planned by the gov-
ernment aga’nst workers’ organ-
izations; te resist intexrference in
trade union affairg and the in-
stitution of thouglht-conirol.
The vietory of the Liberals
while constituting a set-baek for
Iahor is certainly not a -disaster.
It. will not ‘hold up the conrse of
history but finally accelerate il.
The masses will learn again by
own' experience of the
“blessings” of the direct rule of
Big Ruginess and will become

receptive fo the megsage of Social-
ism. One day the Liberals will

find_that they no longer. enipy

ilie confidence -of the people. Who

is poing to replace them?

few. ¥ears, but in the meéantime o

the wel ers, ‘He will look for. it [prep up their moribund system,

alternative to capitalist snarchy .

| with” stomic destruetion in a new |

pad the effects of a eoming

regret this within the next

Given a condition of relative
social stability the see-saw gome
hetween Labor and the 'Tories
may c¢onl.nue indefinitely. But
social stabilily is not safeguarded
by deeaying eapitalism. The
bosses will find that while they
conld no longer afford the luxary
of letting. Tabor governments

tlie outmoded Tory machine will
be completely inadequate to cope
mth the situation; and if by that
e there is no genuine socialist
Jarty to lead-the people towards
a rocomsiruction of society, then
fa.smsm« wﬂl miake its bid.

Nmmﬁ‘o PR‘EPARF NOW

Now is the time to rally all
socilist forces. Within the Aus-
iraYian Labor Party differeniia-
tion is bound to occur in spité of

defont.
forces “w'll press for a repudia-
tion of the sogjalist objective,
many rank and filers will be
stimulated by the set-back inio
doing some selid thinking, Those
who only recently advocated gov-
ernment interference in trade
wnion aifairs wil} think twice be-
ore propounding this again. Many-
a bureancrat divested from th#:
respongibilities of office will feel
the wrge to turn wilitant.

A concerted coffort wmwuoast be
made {o defend the socialist ob-
jective against zll aftempts to
errazculate it. It must be linked
up with day-to-day demands of
the masses. All those whe have
been fooled by the capitalist scare
propaganda will become aware of
the brutal truth about “free en-
terprise” by their own bitler éx-
netience. They will turn ite Se-
cialism as the only soluiion to
their problems. Socialists must

Lhe'- 'xpath_y which® follows n

prenare MNw.

World

The Fate of
Tan Malaka

Thr fale of Tan Malaka, re-
volutionary leader of ihe In-
donansian masses, remains shroud:
ed n mystery., A recent bulictir
by the Republic of Indonesia of
fice: in New York repeats thr
veport that he was murdered by

-- just two days afier the resonp-
tion of the Suksrno-Hatta negoti-
ations with the Dutch imperialists
— yipparently as part of the price
demanded by the imperialists for
a wettlement in Indonesia.

Bt there have also been dis
patches from Indonesis since las!
April mentioning Tan Malaka ar
a living political figure, aclive
and in.opposition to the present
goveynment. To elaxify the situa-
tion, the Revolutionary Commun-
ist Party of Holland (Trotskyist)
addressed several inguiries to
Previer Hiatta and the Indonesian
delegation. at the Hague, remind-
ipg them of the RCP’s incessant
activity for Indonesian indepen-
dence and requesting the courtesy
of & reply.

On Qct. 16 Dr. Darmasetiawan
Bnally unswered “in the name of
Minister-President M. Hatta,” We
cite the -following astonishing
excerpt from this letter, printed
in *he Nov. b De Tribune:’

“ . T acknowledge with sur-
prise your deep interest in the
alleeed death of Tan Malaka, a
person who is currently disfavored
by the Soviel Union and held to
be a renegade, . . As I understand
that your sympathies are ex-
tendud toward the Soviet Union
and thig individual is designated
as a deviationist, I must ask you
in all sericusness how you ex-
pect to answer for that. More
especially miy atbention is drawn
to the guestion of what retaliatory
measnres the Soviet Union would
take against you were your very
strange attitude on this matier
to become known.”

The above execerpt alone-is suf-
ficient to indicate not only the
amazing ignorance of the new
statesmen of Indonesia but some-
thing far more important, name-
1y, their iniemntion to wuse the
dasturdly repression’ zgainit Tan
Malaka and his revolutionary co-
fighters as a bargaining point,
not onty with the Dutch colonial
jnterests and their overlords in
Wall Street, but also with Stalin's
GPU.

it is still not eclear if Tan
Malaka was murdered. But.the
whole episode casts sufficient
light on the criminal character
of. Sukarno-Hatta’s police methods
for =all those forces whe have
supported Indonesia’'s fight for
independence in the past to raise
their voices and demand = full
and unambiguous explanation on
thiz geore from {he new govern-
ment of the United States of In-
donesia.

Greek Centrists in -
Marshall Plan Camp

A nalional conference was held
in Athens oh Oct. 16 and 17 by
an organization known as the

BRONX

Hear

John G. Wright

on
CHINA AND THE ORIENT

Will Titoism take root among
the Chindsé Comraunists? Will
“Wall St. fight World War IIX
over the Far East?
 Thuf., Jani 19, 8:30 PM
Hunts Point Paldée (Rm. 25)
-953 Southerni Bivd., Bronx
Adm. friee--Discussion welcome

By Paul G, Stevens

Republiean forces last April 1€

Events|

Archio-Marxisis. This organiza-
tion helonged for a short time

to the international Trotskyist
movement, in 1934 joining the
Loundor Burean, that cateh -3l

outfit which served as a half-way
atation for all kinds of centrist
orponizations who found it im-
vess ble to maintain their reavolu-
tionary character and broke with
Trolskyism on the ground that it
was (oo “seclarian” in its ap-
proach to the masses. Even affer
the war, with the London Burean
defunct, the Archio-Marxists have
mainizined. close frafernal rela-
tioris with such of its vegetaiing
remuants as the British ILP and
the Spanish POUM, the newly-
found friends of the Shacht-
manites in this country.

All of the ald centrist organ-
izations have degenerated con-
siderably and moved to the right.
Rut it appesrs that the Archio-
Marxists are moving with far

greater speed than the others.
The Greek centrists on this
nceasion cam¢  out for the

far as to send congratulations to
the “National Army” of .the
Athens Governmerit on its “vie-
tories” against thé “bandits —
that is, the Creek puerritla fght-
erg,

The: POTIM ‘organ La Balalla
of “Nov. 30 'publishes a com<
muniqué- on this confeienie- sent
bv: ithe Archio- Murxist lsader
Witte, dressed up so as to give
the impression that thisergai.
izdafidn' is fighting - agfiinst the
presgent - regime in Greeee and
agdinst American lmpErmhsm 3

Does La Batalls kmow thit this
confereiice whs legal,' that is;
antdotized- by the Athéns Gov-
crament, which imposes complete
illepaiity 'not ofly upon the Stals
‘nigts but also upen the Trotsky-
iste ¥ Is the POUM aware that
this emference sent congratula-
liens to the army of the Gregk®
agzinst the guerrillas? I8
organization has shamefully' be-
(vdyed its one-time revolutioniary
Bbanmer under the cloak of be-
comirig a “neo-soeidlist’” tendency
in Greeece “fighling under thée:
conditions of legality,” that it
veally serves. as & left cover for
the hloody Athens butchers?

An answer from the POUM
would be interesting, and se would
& eomment from their friends’and
supporters,

—- Why Stalin Triumphed.
~- el Character of the Work-

ers State.

- Is the Bureaucracy a Ruling
Class?

-— Foreign Poelicy and tha
Army.

— “Bocialism in One Country.”
— Inevitability of 8 New Reve-
mation, ~
308 pages
Clath §2.50 Paper $1.50
Order from

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

While *':0 mie vighl-wing

Maurshall” Plan and. even wedt $0.;

Royalist assassifis on its victories -
it
aware - that the Archio- Marxist-
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TROTSKY

“The elimination of competitien by monopely marks the be-
ginning of the d:smtematwn of capitalist seeiety. Compet.
tion was the ereative mainspring of capitalism and the hige
torical justification of the capitalist. By the same token £
climination of competition marks the transformation of stock-
Competition had to have certain
liberties, a liberal atimosphere, a vegime of dem0c1§c}r, of com-
Monopoly needs as authoritative a
government as pessible, tdriff walls, “its own™ sources of raw’
materials and arenas of mavketing (colonfes). The last word "
in ‘the disintegration of monopolistic capital is Fagcism? - .

- Leon Trotsky, Marxism in the United Stites, 1939,

P T O S " _'..

Don't Rely on the Cotl‘lﬁ&

An important victory for civil liberties
was won when the New Jersey Supreme
:Court on Jan. 10 declared the Mehorter-
Tumulty “loyalty” oath law unconstitu-
tional. Thislaw, passed in 1949, required
candidates for public office within the
state to swear that they do not believe,
advoeate or advise the violent overthrow
of the government nor belong:to any or-
ganization so believing, advocating or:ad-
vising,

Credit must go to James Imbrie, Pro-
gressive Party candidate for governor
last . November, and 29 other PP candi-
dates, for taking the initiative in chal-
lenging the law and carryving an appeal
against it to the highest state court. The
appeal was backed by numerous organ-
izations and the court’s decigion was a re-
sponge: to popular hostility to “loyalty”
oaths and other formq of thought-cen:
trsl

However, Imbrie subsequently did the
cause of civil rights a distinet disservice
when he hailed the state court’s ruling as

, “a great victory for constitutional gove

errfent” which “shows the folly of the
all 'too frequent attacks by the far-left
against our judiciary.”

This can only spread the dangerous-il-
lugion that the courts are dependable
giigrdians of the rights of the peoplé and
that we csin rely on them to halt encroach-
ments on civil rights.

We have only to examine the record of
the courts to see that for every instance
_where an' isolated coort or judge renders
" a'decigion favorablé to the people’s rights,
there are a hundred cases where the

courts have trampled upon and-nullified..

them. Within the last few weeks, the
U. .8, Sapreme. Court- itself has shown

The
New York is the richest city in the
richest country in the world. It is also
controlled lock-stock-and-barrel by the
Joudest proponents of the “welfare state,”
the Truman Democrats. Its mayor, Wil-
liam O'Dwyer, is an ardent “Fair Dealer.”
So are 23 of its 25 city councilmen. All
its department heads and administrative
offfcials are beholden to ODwyer for
their jobs. ~
Here, you might say, we have the pre:
reguisites, if not for a “welfare state,”

then for a large-scale model of it — what

you might call a “Welfare City.”

This “Welfare City” has some 320,000
neédy people on relief who have been
réceiving an average of $4068 — per
month — to enjoy the blesgings of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Last
month O'Dwyer’s Commissioner of Wel-
fare; Raymond- M. Hilliard, announced
that“falling prices” allow these blessings
t6 be' secured at bargain rates and that
relief allowances weuld be cut an aver-
agé of from $2 to $6 per month starting

" Jam, 16, 1950.

The Trials in the

The buredueracy’s drive to totalitarian-
ize the CIO is speeding ahead with the
trialg pow-going on against unions under
Stalinist control. Through these frials,
the Murray machine tries to preserve a
legal fiction of democratic processes. But
even the mechanics of the thials smell
" of the kangaroo court. The members of

v thetrial committees are hand-picked lieu--

terants of Murray and leaders of the
drive to kick out the “communists.”

But even if all the forms of democracy
were preserved in the process of expul-
siong, the bases for the expulsions are
thoroughly anti‘demeocratic. These are the
constidtitional amendments, pushed thru
the-last CIO convention, which place poli-
tiedl qualifications on membership rights
and give the top leadership unprecedent-
ed power to throw out whole unions if
thélr members or léaders do not conform
to the political dictates of the Murrays
ani Reuthers. .

There is not an iota of difference be-
tween the principles of the “loyalty”

purge and thought-control in the CIO
and the witch-hunt against “subversives”

. being waged by Truman, the FBI and the

""Welfare City” | '

1

how-little the- Jud'ima?ry can be- "x;ehed off"’
to' safeguard civil rights and> oni the
very.igfje-of “loyilty” oathy: By 'a. shy-
ster resort to techmcallﬁle,g, it refused to
review a key test case: mvolvmgfthe “loys
alty” oath law- far public- emplovees in
Los Angeles. County\A‘t'*thMame tithe, it
also ducked-a review”of the-apyeil by-
two CIO -unions s.gamst the . noh-“com-
nunist oath of the mfamous Taft<Hart-
ley’ Avet.

Thé true nature of the U. S, @umeme
Court was glaringly revealed by its twe
vindictive rulings that upheld- anti-strike .
injunctions and huge fines for: “cot
tempt” against the Unitéd Mine Workers.
And we recall, in cohfiection with the xre-
cent frame—up trial and conviction. of. 11
Stalinist leaders under-the Smith-“Gagt
Act, that the U. 8. Supreme Couwt thyee:
times refused to review the constitution-

. ality of that act in the similde case of the
18 Trotskyxsts who were rmlmaded to

prison in 1944,

The courts as an institution funetion
to uphold the interests of the ruling clags,
that is, the capitalist class. Theyare poI:-
tical and reflect the views and aims of
those in power. And, generally speaking,
they lean to the most conservative and
even reactionary polities.

The real safeguard of the people’s
rights jg the organized power and action
of the people themselves. It was their
mass pressure, their opposition and pro-
test that at bottom determined the rul-
ing of the New Jersey court on the “lov-
alty” oath law. Imbrie should know that,
inasmuch as the action of his own organ-
ization and: other groups-was responsible
for victory in this instance,

5

This wasn’t the “Welfare Cxty” the lo-
cal CIO and AFIL leaders had envisaged
and so, two months after they had joined
in urging the re-election of that dyed-in-
the-wool “welfare-stater,” O’Dwyer, they
rejoined in a loud protest against his ad-
ministration’s cuts in welfare.

O’'Dwyer — who since his re-election
has considerably improved hig own wel-
fare with a $15,000 raise in salary —
didn’t halt the relief cuts. In the face
of protests of labor organizations repre-
senting a million workers, Hilliard has re-
plied that the relief slash is going through
per schedule.

The labor leaders blame the *“failures”
of the “welfare state” in Washington on
the Republicans and the Dixiecrats. They
can't do so in the case of New York City.
A good Republican can't get even'a floor-
sweeper’s job in City Hall. And the local
Dixiecrats faded out with the Civil War.
So if you want to see .what Truman’s
“Welfare State” wili be like, look at a fair
sample — O’Dwyer's “Welfare City."”

Cio

House Un-American Activities Commit-
tee. Indeed, they both flow from the same
source:

The purge of government employees,
the spread of “loyalty” oath laws, the spy
trials based on illegal wirefapping - and
perjured testimony, the convietion of the
Communist Party leadérs under the un-
constitutional Smith Act — these are all-
part of the government’s drive to silence
crities and opponents of its “cold war”
{foreign policy. }

It is in support of this same foreign
policy- that the CIO leaders are expelling
the Stalinists — and laying the basis to
wctlmlze anyone else who dares to dis-
agree with Murray and his faction on this
or any other matter, Editor Allan L.
Swimm, in the Dec. 19, 1949, CIO News,
states candidly: “Don’t get the idea that
the ‘cold war’ ig being fought by the gen-
erals and diplomats alone. A small but
important part of it is being: fought in
the union halls of America.”

The Stalinists in the CIO are not being
tried by the membership for their real
crimes against labor; they are being
court-martizlled by the CIO brass hats
as part of the “cold war.”

Buifle Orderh (57%r more | |~

Truth About Economic ‘State
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By John G. Wright

The universal spirit of optimism
which now pervades the entire
husiness community found, as
was (o be expected, its most ex-
apgerated expression in the eco-
nomic section'rof President Tru-

> man’s anhual “state of the union”

message.

U Without .5 single dissenting
viice; the .geonomic; forecasters
'g’a‘mz-rnrmanI:“ia hd cmﬂan alke, see
#otling but %swooth sailing for
the first six'montbs of 1950, with
dany holding their fingers cross-

¢led about the developments in the

‘second half of the year. But the
general expeetation’ ig that - the
ye&y ag a whale will’ appmx:mate
thidevels of 1949 without ay ¢
froub]e in store.

uniEy,.. expressed cohﬁdence
rmt Tnyefelys for 1950 but for *the
nexy five years, predicting an “ex-

'pahdgﬁg ecoﬁom  which witlji e

is-dife; vmhm ‘years lift t}iis
cotmtyy “a.igross. ouwtputf of

Eh‘b? a year; raigerthie: pur-
cb&ﬂﬁg powénr ot each family by
51, 00(? ‘with all "the rosy tints
that sueha ‘prospect nmﬁhes Al
ihis ig, of cburse, an indis‘pensable

| part of the “Pair Dagk demagog'y

REGAIN HALE.OF LOSSES"
However, the- gendral business

0])!1‘mlsm, uhlife thé" pretenses

e-avly last yenr, "isx this Lirne

|| ErotifdEd-in senething. *mnre than

meté wighhal Ahinklvigs: -
- Taihd-fiketoplios; therd iz (he
faed “thlt in -thé -sedond "part of

Tagt vear, thEcecotiomy rodnvered

from™ ther ta88phn into which' it
appicared- eaflier to be heéading. |2
By, the year's end, production was
up 4% compared with' the Jowa
set in July, or had: recovered-ap-
proxiniately " half of its losses,
They had expeeted the classic
paiféin of a' bust and were
naturally more thah relieved that

ifr.turhed out-to'be — for 19481

~— only-"a “‘modérate I‘E(‘(‘SQi'lfﬁ‘r
*The- stwngest sector of ths
econowly, “the "anto industry, im-
§tead of glutting the market, had
ita Dbanner year, attaining the
peak  production of* 6,200,000°
vehicies. This acted to bolster up.
the sagging metals, lifting them,
specially steel, from the doldrums.
There was, in addition, a pick:
up o the badly kit light in-
dusiries, in the first instance
textiles and leather, and thig
coukd noet fall to add io the
prowing spirit of optimism.

GOYERNMENT SPENDING
"The eurrent year will see the
distribution. of approximately 2
biilion " dollars in GI insurance
benefits, For the next six months
the domestic market will have
into it an average. of
half =z billien .dollars 2 month,
No one knows how much of this
monéy  has ‘heen already spent
or wil] go to pay debts previcusly
confvacted. But on the whole, lt
is gquite a shot in the arm, .-
In addition, governnient spend~
ing will contirue on wr’cuaily ke
same scale,”as- befors;, with Yan-
other hug‘e deficit” p;lu’rk~ up!

eficit government spending  at
a rate of 5 to 6 hillion dollars
ammally is indeed a strong in-
flationary dose — a highly arti-
Actal stimuiant for the economy
bt 2 temporary one nonetheless,

Al these factors aré new- in
ihe situation and must be taken
into account. The sifuatiion is net
at all the same as i’ was six
months ago. It is fdelish: to
pretend as do the hacks of thé

Dailv Worker that the dépression
or (visig is already here, and that
we are merely passing through a
ntinor and meaningless fluctua-
tivr. On the other hand, it is

‘I‘r'nmsn and the capltahsts gen-
1y, that the postwa¥ “read-

fhat .a long period of sfnb:hza-
tion les ahesd: .

ST}LL TRANSITIU\IAL

! The economy ‘is- stll- ite
+1an3xtmna] phases, La% year
marked the first- hegd-on collisien
of the hugely expanded yroduc-.
tive. forces avamst -the, Linits set
by constijetings markéts at home
:md abtozd: "The sharp fluctua~
tien: of 19t19,;~ or maré aecdritely
the  violent’ parexiyev.. démon-
stiatéd thit, ‘whilé gz‘ﬁvély dis-
Eﬁe‘e(&i the’; _domestit:  marlet,

pendilures, - wag | still. strong
enmugh: to sustairn’ thé beondmy
temnporavily: on reduced bitt
telatively high' levels. Suth has
been the case for the' last six
Aionths. Can this last for anothér
siv iwonths? It is hripdssible lo
ewve the answer i advance. -
One of  the uhkhowna in the
q;l’aauon “4e< the auto - industry.
ow manv /mere ears WI" it -be
biv to self‘hl the next period?
The Depar‘mnent of Commerce
estimates fix. the number at § to
34z, million, or. 10 fo 20% below-
1949, Quoly an. actual test “will
show how good .or bad this gueas-
is,- Should the déegline prove
worse. aute instead of' remaining
a prop to the economy \uII help
oih it dewn.
Jhere are

1mportant indiga-

'th‘ms that 1950 will provide ihe

acid tost For the domestic market,
Tt can be said with certainty that
the economy as a whole is nol
sironger but much weaker loday.
than it was at the beginning of
fam year.

To Hat only a few of ‘he
wealmesses: There is atiffer com-
petition and there are fewer
sutlets in the world
where a trade war is now..in
pfagress, The tendency of U. 8.
exprrts  will be te .decline,
especially  with drastic  yéduc-
tiors in Marshall aid. -

.Unlike the beglnnmg of 1649,
when .the ps.zrchamnl’g &
the farmers was onty:‘e,hghtly
u'npgxred Ahis yesr béging , with
the firm income slashed iiv one-
fifth «and more, a;nd ,further cuts
-~ bY one-third and rnore’ w-seem
nn«}-ndéh[e .@gxmhlturﬂ sur-
plisgs are. g jaﬂt}‘ =4 prospect.:
The. government:aTready. - holds’

almost ha!f a biihon bushels of

juit as false to prétend,” as dof

Jmiim@nt” is " defintitely - over and

pmpued ap by huge arms ex-|.

marlels | "

whgat,
bushels of corn, 5 million hales of
coltan, and a huge quantity of
other farm produce. TFhriler
wignntic surpluses loom. Trufnan
has the Brannan plan as the sole)|’
zolution, and appears to be stuck
with it, since there is little likeli-
Lood of its passage through Con-
GYBKE.

This year begins with the
iobless easily double the total at
the beginning of 1849, The army
f more than & wmillién unem-
ployed Jeplesents not only vast
misery but ¥ vast loss of pur-
ch.tﬂmg power.,

L.ESS PURCHASING POWER
The gravely impaired- position
‘of the mass bf the farmers andf
miltions of working class families
was translated last vear inte a
marked decline of retail trade. I
was nt Lhe same time the major
condition ondérlying .the “mode-
rate fecession.” The fact is- thht
despite  the upturn since- July
1919, dempite credit and install-
mentl buying at the unheard - of
rate of a quarter billion dellars
# nionth, there has béen'n signi-
ficant improvemeii}, either in the
unemployment situdtion or in the
trend of retail sales.
The 1949 decline was signalied
by. a sharp drop of retail sales in-
Qutober 1548: - T}us dedling” ean-’
tnued through the last guarter
of 1949, with sales dipping below
the low levelzs of 1943 which
spelled so much trouble at the
time. It is possible, but nof af
a'l certain, that the GI insurance
bunefits  plus  contimved  credit
buying and government defieit
spending, may check this decline.
Sheuld thiz fail to materialize
ihé current moods of optimismr
wiil evaporate as swiftly as they
havé arisen. The department store
‘eash -ropisters will spell out, as
Lbefore,  the story in the  next
perind, and.'we may bhe sure,
they'll be anxiously- watched by
the ost -bullish of speculators
on the stock markét today, -
IPirally, the growing govern-
meni, deficits and consumer debts
(now amounting. tol 818 billioun!)
can easily turn from factors of
temporary stimulanis inie those
of acute fiscal and credit distur
banzes,  International ecurrency
erises — whick are by no means.
over -~ cani gnter here as a most
sericns aggravatimg element.

MATN DIFFICULTIES AHEAD

. From -all this we conclude-fhat
1]11.1 current phase of relativé:
stabilization is highly unstable
ahd vulnerable. Abrupt.turns in
dévelopments are just as inherent
in the situation as is the prospec
of six .iore¢ months of- relafively
high prodact.mn- The trends, ~aE,
niatiers stgnﬁ, ‘canriot he gaug'ed
in, teFms of six months or 8, year.
bt literally on a ‘Wweek-to-week,,
it noy dayto-day, basis. Ireshort,:
the majgt postwar . econcmic: dif
Heulliess He not!! betind: but still
abedd so far as American cap!tal-

ISm ig-¢oncerned,

{Continued from pdge 1)
Hoover, FEBI direator, showed
wore rvespect for the writings of”
J. dgar Hoover, essayist,”

McGRATH’S “REVIEW”

The criticism wag so sharp and
s¢  widespread thaf Attorney.
General Ji Howard McGrath had
1 issue some answer. The bést
that could bé zaid-for-it was that

it was not véry conviticing, Me-

Grath, former Senator and Demo~
eratie National Chairmian, was
hailed as & "“liberal” when he re-
placed Tom Clark as head of the
Department of Justice last
mmmer, But, like all previous
liberal Attorneys General during
the Tast quartér of a centiry, he
ffoes notf dare to cross Hoover,
who is technically his subordinate.

MeGravh announced that he had
“fully reviewed” the FRI's wire-
tapping activities, but: “In view
of the emergency which still pre-
vails and the necessity of protect-
ing the national seewrity, I ean
soe 1o Teagon at the present tire
for any change.”

Viplationg of the law by the
nation’s top agency for enforcing
the Iaw are thus given the sane-
fion of the Truman administra-
tion. Furthermore, sirce the
“emergency’” (probably meaning
the cold war) is expected to con-
{ine for a long time, and since
the “national security” pre-
sumably ig in permanent need of
protection, McGrath is serving
.notice that thé Justice Depart-
ment-FBI's violgtions of the law
will - continue not only for the
“prosent time,” bat forever, if it
i# Joff up to thém;

Khowing that a- violation of

sought to bugh it away by ex-
plain‘ng that policies condoning
limited” use of wirstdpping
were lajd ‘down many years ago

the law whs involved, MeGrath’

FLAGRANT LAWBREAKING BY FBI
AROUSES GROWING PUBLIC PROTEST

Attorneys General - Franc:s
Biddle, Robert H. Jackso‘n and
Tom <Clark, the latter- two of
whom are now members of the
U, 8. Supreme Court. Bat ail that
such an argument praves is that
they too-are to be condemned for
aathdrizing infractions of the law,

HORT EVASTONS-

Meanwhile, as the pre-hearing:
in the Coplon- Gubitchev case
continued last week, there were
additional signs that' the FBI
was still trying to keep the whole
story of its offenses from the
court. )

Previous FBI witnesses had
testified onder oath that it was
“routine” FBI policy to destroy
all wiretap recordings within 60
days. But on Jan. 3 two agents of
the ¥BI and one of its special
emplovees declared on.the witness
stand that they had never heard
of any such policy. Somebody,
clearly enough, was either lying
again or evading telling the truth:
Why? ' ’

The legal issue involved ig this:
The prosecution has to show that
its evidence against the de-
fendants is not based on irforma-
tion or leads supplied by wire-
tapping. The defense lawyers
want to examine all the wiretap
records to show that the presecu-
tion has no “untainted” evidence.
Tt can't do thig "unless it has
aceess to all the records.

First the prosecution insisted
there had been no tapping; when
that was disproved, it Insisted
mwanv of the recordihgs had been
desiroved; and whén finally com:
pelled to produce the recordings
from the miecrophone planted in
Miss Coplen’s office, it now turns
out that for some mysterious
reazcn they are completely un-
intelligible. This deprives the
defénae lawyer of a charce %o

by President Roosevelt and tiitee

prove Miss Coglon's  coriténtion

"t}‘iat on the day she was arrested
her boss in the Department of
Justice, aiming to “entrap™ her,
told her to take along for study
‘on her irip to New York certain
government  documents'  which
were found in  her possesswn
when she was arrvested.

Her lawyer said it wasg strange'
that the FBI had thé recordings
fér ten months -but “nebody ever
found oet that they. were un-
intellizible’” until the government
was forced to produce them in
court. Bot the. “strangeness”
disappears in the light of the
FRI's previous evasiveness and
perjury, and of the possibility
that the recordings might have
supplied information that would
aid the defense.

IN BRIDGES CASE' TOO

Simaltancously, en ih& othér
side of the country, it wes shdwi
that wiretapping is by ho-méeans
an offense lim'ted: to- the Coplon
cage. James M. MacInnis, defénss-
counse} in the Harry Bridges per-
ey ease in %an Franeiseo, re-
vealed i coort on Jan. 5 that
after another lawyer had- tel-
ephoned him about some: im-
rortant  information related to
the trial, that lawyer had- been
visited by a government agent
and queried. .

As Maclnnis pointed out, the
only way the government coéuld
have learned abéut the wmiaffer
was by wiretapging: Thé judge
in San Franciges,” unliké Judge;
Ryan in New York; roled that the]
wiretapping complaint wasg -irve-
levant. But the significant * thing:
iy that the goverfiment pragecu.
tor of Bridges, while: dénying:
(like the prosecutor it thé Coplon
case) that-he was introducing.
any evidence- obtained-by - wire-
tapping; dil not deriy thirf "wires

Lapping wag’ takitig placeé.

i
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Kutcher and Bill of Rights

_ [The Militant is pleased to print the following extracts from the
speech made by Professor Thomas 1. Emersen of the Yale Law School | :
at the New York City meeting of the Kutcher Civil Rights Commit- - %
tee on Dec, 15, the anniversary of the Bill of Rights.} ~ = He=
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It was 158 years ago today that the State of Virginia ratified - -

the first ten amendments, thereby being the eleventh state to do so,

and the Biit of Rights became effective as part of our Constitution.

The Bill of Rights was hardly incorporated in the Constitution, how.

ever, when it was subjeeted to a severe test in the Alien and Sedi- =
tion Lats. The Alien and Sedition Laws were difected to a iarge |
extent against the French. But I think it is interesting to note also .
that in large part they were directed against the Irish immigrants,

because the winds of revolution were blowing at that time hoth from

France and from Ireland.

These laws prohibited the publication of any false, scandatous or
malicious writing against the government and attached the criminal
penalties. The first person prosecuted under the Alien and Sedition
Lawa was Gongressman Matthew Lyon of Vermont, and he was con-
visted fer having referred to President Adams and saying that Presi- ..
dent Adams had demonstrated an unbounded thirst for ridiculous

pomp, foolish adulation and selfishi avarice.

That was Matthew

Lyon's ¢crime. (Qld-fashioned words, perhaps, but they have a certain
cuirent application and some of us may want to use the same senti-

ments sore day.

There were others eonvicted of similar offenses vnder the Alien
and Sedition acts, mostly editors of newspapers that supported the -

Jeffersonian Party. Fortunately the country rose in protest against §
the Alien and Sedition Laws and in the election of 1800 the Federal- -

ists who had sponsored thcm were decisively beaten; Jefferson and
his party came in; those who had been convicted were pardoned and
eventually they'were recompensed for any fines they had paid.

Another period of hysteria arose somewhsat later, during the

1830°s and 1840’s. Thiz time it was an anti-Catholic hysteria, For -
instance, when President Pierce appoinfed a Catholic to he Post-
master-General, the outery was tremendous. It was asserted that
Catholics in the Post Office would become members of a spy ring
for the Pope and it was solemnly claimed that Catholic immigrants
could not and would net be loyal t6 the nafion. This eventualy

mogtly disappeared.

A Continuing Strugglé Jor Free Speech a f

Then we come to the period where in the South it was impéasible - i

for anyone to utter any opinions or views in opposition {o'the insti-

tution 'ef slavery. It took a Civil War to dispose of that problem

and during the Civil War there were suppressions of civil rights

which were kept in check by the wise and tolerant statesmanship of

President Lincoln,

And then we come to the first World War.
Acts which were passed during the first World War there were near-

Under the Esplonage

1y two thousand prpsecutions and of those there were 877 convictions,
People were: canvu:l:ed under those acts for ‘having advocated the

;snbverswe uiea that the war ought to be financed by taxation and

not by Liberty Bonds, or that -there. was some . doubt, -before the
Bupreme Court passed on thi issue, sbout the constitutionality of
the Draft Act, or even for sayingithat:there shouid have been a i
re‘ferendum before the war was started. : = |

Not only were there federal Espionage Acts but there were = -

similar acts passed in the states, and here abuses.of the same sort
occurred. There is one case in Minnesota, for instance, in which a

woman was convicted and sentenced’ to jail for makmg the remark
{0 one of her neighbors, discouragmg the woman from knitting socks | :
for the moldiers by saying: ‘The soldiers never seée those sockd.”

That was a violation of the Minnesota statlites.
It was not only Espionage Aects. That was a period of the Lusk
Committee, of teachers’ oaths, of laws that prohibited the display

. of red banners There were suggestions that laws prohibit the wear-
"ing of red.neckties. ‘It was the era of the Palmer raidy, it was the
\erz when Victor Berger, elected on the Socialist ticket, was denied ok
‘a seat in Gongress on the ground that he didn't support the war. ==t {

I ‘was aleo the time when five members of the New York State .

Legislature, elected on the Socialist ticket were refused their seats

in the. State Leglsiature. The grounds for refusal were: “The So-
cialist Party iz not a‘vedl politicd]l party but in reality a subversive

oi*gantzat‘ion which adh&Fed to revolutionary principles of Soviet Rug-

sia.”?’ A famlhar nng!

We Fmghr. in. a Glorious Tradition o

Now we are in a somewhat comparable situation. The loyaliy
otder is typical ‘'of the problems-with, which we ate now faced, We
are hire to protest thie'discharge of Jares Kutcher, $fuember of the '
Sociglist -Workers Party discharged: mé're}y becapse ke was a meéni-
ber of 'that party. Recently a ¢ase in"New- Havgrt*‘came o my at.
tentign: whereby & stenngrapﬂer wasg dlschﬂrg*ed ‘from i g‘overhment
po&iticnon the ‘ground, amung ‘othiers, thit she played Phnl Robeson
recotds. In.another ¢ase of 2 govermment ‘employeein; Detrmt, when
hig loyalty - proceéeding came before the board, on of ‘the relevant !

pieces- of-evidence was that his mother, 17 yeéarts hefore, voted the- S -
. Socialist ticket in_New Haven!

+ - 8o wheh we meet-here tomght' we sre: frghtihg in- 5’ tradltlon'
that has been & glofy in-this country for 150 years, - is iniportant
to realize thls This sort of meeting is nothing- new. Tiue American

-cltmenarthose devotedsto the highest principles of demoeracy, have

been holding meetings. like thig for a century and a half snd for
more.. In- part we¢ have been vietorious in these fights. The prose-
cution: of- Matthew Lyon, the attacks on the Catholie Postmaster-
General, the Palmer raids, the expulsitn’ of ‘the five Socialists from
the Naw York Legislature, these things are considered today dis«
graceful perfarmances unworthy of American citidens, I atn conms -
fident that the time will come alse whehi the Kutchir case’ will he .
¢onsidered equally shameful, equizlly uriworthy of Aimefica.

: (To be concluded next week)

Yigit younr local headquarters: of the

~ SOCIALIST WORKERS: PARTY

: AK&I)N&-—F\DI- information, write .0,

BOS‘I‘ON—WOrkara Bducational Center,
I Qtagrt Bt,, oven Wed. 5:30-%:0¢ p.m.,

‘gocial 1awt Ba.t. of month.

BUFFALO--31Iltant Forum, 829 Main
&t., 2nd fk. Poons MAdisom 3960, Bwery
atterndon except Sun,

CRICAGO—105 . Washington Street,
Em. 512-314. Tel. Dearborn 2-4767.

¥

CLEVELAND - Every Sunday, % v,

m., Peckz Hall, 1448 E. &4 8, {(off
Wade Pk, Ave.} Liberty S608.

DETROIT—8108 Linwood Ave, Fhoae

TY 7-0287, Mon, through Sat., 125 p.m,

FLIN‘T—Soclaliat Workers Party Hall, -
| 21% Bast.

Ninth BStreat. TPhone:

Open House Saturday evaninga.
LOS ANGELES—Mititant Publ, Assn.,

’ftm%‘t;m' 320, 124 W. 8th 8t. Phane VAnd?ke

i LYNN, (Mass.)—Militant Publ. Assn.,
i4 Central Ave,, offlce open Tues., Wed.
Te50.0:80 pom.

NILWAURKER—317 N, 3rd S8t 34 £
Sun, through Fri., 7:30-2:30 p.u. Phona
Hophing 2-5837. -

MINNEAPLIS10 So. £th St. Phens

2-2488,

Maln TI8L. Dally excent Sun., 10 sm.-
8 p.io. Library, bdokatore.
NEW BRITAIN, (Conn) — For infor-

matioh -write ' P. T,

phons 3-3287.

NEW HAVEN—For information
write, P.O. Box No. 1018,

NEWARK- 427 Bpﬂnmeld Avs, Phon
_Blgélow:: 3-2874," Rending - room, OpeD
daity, 12-4 and 1-10 n.m.

& :

Box Nu. @39 or

NEW YORE UITY (Hq}—ns Dniver
efty Pimce, Phong' GR ;"

HARLEM-103: W 110 Sty R, 287
Phone MO 2-1888, Open dlgoussion. -
Thurs,, § p.m.

BRO\I’K—H:mts Taint- Pn]a,ne 1 I
Bauthein  RBivd: Room 25, Every _-‘
Thirsdny night at "8:30 pad, )

EROOKLYN «— Mandel'a Mauor,

343 FPennsylvanin Ave., off “Sutter, |
mreetinga overy Thurs.-evenloy at 8,

CHELSRA—130 Wy 28rd St~ Phone ! |
AL B-2488,

GARLAND {Cal) —— For intormation, 1
phone TEmplebar 2-8158 or Mm‘p!em,
2373h or write P, Montauk, $08-B ny-
yregn’ St., Oakland 7. & ;

PRILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W. Glrand . 21
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson 4-5580.: '-
QOpen every Friday evedfng, k i

PTTTSBURGR—1418 Filth Ave. 2nd fi, E e
Forymsd 2nd Fri, each menth, T
class 4,p.m. every Saf. Meotinms
Thurs., 7:80 p.m, . T
ey WCI&%{&? Fhany Ao

O1E a
Sun.,, 12-4:30 b, wa-_
8T, LOUIS -— “For Iinformnfloa,

phone PR 5303.°” m

SEATTLE --Maynrrd Blag,,

R. 201, S0, & Washington, Tel. lggn 8.
Men. throngh Sat., 12-6 Braney!' ! :
migeting Tues., 7:30 p.ra Ll‘brm. book- R
BLOTS,

TOLEDO — Addresa imumaa 0 N
dellst Workera Party. P.O. Box 1602,
Toledio 3.

WORCESTER, man') — 1*‘01 }n‘l‘m‘mt—
mrpoghﬂaesx?o%vm

! 34 m m.m Bt
:‘hone 313557 Wed,, m Sa‘l’, 1 30"1'
i, S

_.il:’l
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[ The Fredric March base al | . THE M'LITANT . g
By Ruth Jobason - |

legal help and the fling of a $500,000 libel suit, | YOLUME XIV , : G '
to make their reply heard, No worker can afford :
such a suit, And even the Marches by no means
won & clear decision, They dropped their suit and
signed a non-communist oath, in return for ;
public statemient restoring them to the good graces
of the red-baiters. Counterattack was able i«
retreat with all guns blazing furiously at the
“red menace” .

“Up to a couple of years or so ago,” said the
Counterattack retraction, “the Marches publicly
supported a number of organizations, which
United States Attorney Generals have declared
subversive and totalitarian.” But now, it adds,
the stars have signed an‘oath that proves them
thoroughly red-white-and-blue. w

“We condemn the Russian regime and its agent,
the Communist Party of the United States, as a
totalitarian systemn, and we condemn the totali-
tarian practices of their leader Joseph Stalin,”
the Mareh statement says in part. YWe believe
deeply in the Constitution of the United States
and in cur system of gavernment. . . We believe in
the system of free enterprize. . . We shall con-
tinue in the future as we have in the past to try
o preserve our democracy by exposing and
attempting to cradicate its weaknesses and by
extolling and practising its virtues,”

One of the ways in which Fredric Mareh and
¥lorence Eldridge could really help. “to preserve
democracy” now would be for them to begin
“oxposing  and attempting to eradicate™ such

T—rh II
NUMBER 2

- Actor Fredric Marchk and bis wife Florence!
Eldridge have finzlly forced the slander - sheet
Counteratiack to retract a charge that they are
“communists.” We're glad to see them chalk up
2 score against the red-baiters, but theve is no
vietory in sight to sheer about. By far the most
significant .part of the “applogy” published Dee.
28 is the ominous concluding statement: “Counter-
attack's information confirms the Marches' testi-
mony that they are no longer active in any organ-
ization deemed subversive.”

What “information” is Counterattack talking
about? Has it access to the secret files of the

FBI? Are all the thousands of stoolpigeons and
informers hired by Washingtop also put at the
service of this professional smearsheet? On the
evidence of the March case, it seems not at all
unlikely! The false charges hurled al the Holly-
wood stars by Counterattack early in 1948 were
produced in court in the Coplon case a year and
2 half later, when they became the most notori-
cus example of the PBI at work, Counterattack,
a 4-page ‘newsleiter” published weekly by the
“Amer.can Business Consultants, Ine.,” claims
to be z collection of “Facts tovCombat Commun-
jgm.” It covers all fields, from movies 1o local
trade unions, and from national mapgazines to
hotels that rent meeting-rooms to “subversive”
organizations. The scope of its information also
~indicates that behind it somewhere are some of
the same forcls that have impozed a vast net-
work of “anti-red” ferrets on this country.
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New Political Policy Needed
By Civil Rights Mobilization |

—— [ 3. The mobilization reflects the  This false political coamception, ; '
Wants Troops in Formosa

=,

T
v ‘Albert. Parker
-~ :.{['he]?gfraﬁonal Emergency Civil growing understanding by the shared by all the leaders of the
['Rights Mobilization, which will mass of the people that the Demo- mobilization, must be roofed out
meet in Washington for three crats and Republicens cannot be of the civil rights movement be- )
days beginninig Jan. 15, will mark depended on to fulfiil their civil fore it can make farther progress. :
a  high point of. Negro and Iabor rights promises. In short, the It must be understood, and public-
struggle for enactment of civil Washington conference itself is ly stated to the masses, that the
"rig'hts legislation. No matter how objectively an expression of dis-| Trumanites are quite content to
" much or how little this. ,mm&mhg,trust in the capitalist politicians|go on with things as they are, to
. achigyes -in+Washifigton, it al-[~— distrust which experience has|keep on making pro-civil rights
Mfé% has the: followit progres- p?v? tou bg wtell ;?Sﬁﬁe(? ar;d statements and gestures, etc.
i tureg: ™. > |which willbe transformed inte .
T i ipenuinely broad urit- | more active hostility to the capi-| TRUMANITE RECORD
“od front movement. Instead ‘of | talist politicians who continue to| They proved this conclusively
acting individuslly, as they did in|5tand in the way of first-class|last year by the sham battle they
| the past, the NAACP, CIO, AFL| citizenship for Negroes and other | 5taged over the filibuster, which
~and 49 other, national labor; mi- | minorities. they were perfectly willing to lose
nonty, fratemal and churah or- MORE IS NEEDED as soon as they saw h.ow they
anizations have P ooled their of- _ could put the blame fox_' it on the |
san ’ It would be anrealistic, however, | Republicans. Truman himself has [

F7

What recourse has the average victim of this
obviously powerful ?utﬁt? It teok Fredric March
and his wife nearly iwo years, with expensive

outfits as Counterattack by making public theijr
experiences and the informationthey-have gajned
in the course of the rwo-year legal fray.

! * One of the curiosities of the marine world is
the sguid. When embarrassed it lets fly a dis-
charge that thovoughly inks up the water and so

permits it Lo retire gracefully from the scene.

This happy method of defense is noi confined
: to the squid. It can be observed among the verte-
brates too. Thus the typical capitalist politician
. caupght in a spot that does him no good with the
voters will at once leb loose a resounding state-
ment abgut principles, lofty aims, noble inten-
tions and how it wasn't him anyway — al least

. " not right now.

For instance, take Truman’s statement Jan. 5
on Formosa where ex-dictalor Chiang Kai-shek?
after being run off the mainland by the Chinese
pecple, is now bidding for wmore American arms
and dollars. China was one of the big prizes for
which the imperialist powers fought Woarld War

Ii. But peasant uprizings spoiled Wall Street's

dream of shortly running up its house flags from

. - Shanghai to the Gobi desert. Then when Britain

- " and other junior partners and satellites of Amer-

ican imperialism started recognizing the Mao
regime, Truman felt the irresistible urge.

“The United States has uo predatory designs

he said. What were all those U. 8. troops doing
B jn’ China at the end of World War II? Does it
take bayonets to convince the. Chinese people
that American imperialism has mno predatory
designs ?
“The IlJni_ted Stales has no desire to ubiuin
: special r.ghts or privileges or to cstablish mili-
| tary bases on Formeosa ail this time,” Truman

continued. A short time ago, Truman had the

desire it seemg to cstablish military bases on
Formosa. “At this time” he doesn’t desire it, per-
Faps because his military and political advisers

on Formosa or on any other Chinese territory,”

Truman on Formeosa

By Joseph Hansen

don’t think Chiang can last long on Formosa and
they couwldn’t get away with an American ox-
ped tionary force “at this time.” Later on, things
may look up sgain for the American militarists.
‘Then Truraan can say that the old colonial powers
may have had “predatory designs” but all Wall
Streef, wants “at this time” is special r.ghis,
privileges and military bases.

“Nor does it have any intention of utilizing its
armed force to interfere in the present situa-
tion,” continued the head of the Democratic Party.
A few days after this pious pronouncement about
intentions in the “present sitnation,” it was re-
vealed thal Chiang j¢ still buying arms — at
barguin rates — in America with dollars handed
him from the U. 8. Treasury. All Army markings
are being scrupulously “painted out” on the
engines of death so that it’s a sale, you see, not
“interference,” .

“The United States Government will not pursue
a course which will lead to involvement in the
civil conflict in China,” Truman promised in -a
final flourish. That zeally fouled the water! You
can hardly see the billions of dollars Truman gave
the Chiang dictatorship, the scoves of top-rank
brass sent to master-mind Chiang’s campaigns,
the Ameriean ships and planes uSed to ferry Na-
tionalist troops into battle position, the vast
stoves of arms iurned over to the infamous
butcher to slaughter the rebellious Chinese
peasants. - . ,

Some people claim there’s nething n this world
without a final goal and purpose. Truman showe
what even the lowly squid ¢an evolve into if this
view i3 correct. A vertebrate that stops at no
means to justify an end! Especially a foul end
I'ke sinterfering in Chind’s. internal affeirs and
tryinig to save a hated pfecutioner from his long-
over-due doom, ’ ' :

F,.

Two Significant Films -

t By Charles Hanley .

Among the excellent foreign motion pictures
we have seen in 1949, two stand out for their

consciousness of social glestions angd impressive.

reatism. The Affair Blumm and Bieyele Thief do
not offer a solufion %o those guestions (and this
is not their aim)y but they more or less suggest
that there is noiv a very horest attitude greatly
superior to HRollywood’s - inethod of spreading
illusions about}._s’ociai problems to be solved in
the framework. of. capitalist society by mere

: “good will.” :
' The Affair Blum, based on the story of a
L frameup which actually took place in Germany,
; ! in1926 — seven years before Hitler scized power
j = is a Getman’ film made by Germans in the
¢ Russian occupation zone, {fortunately without any
 notable injection of fypically Stalinist slogans):
. A Jewish eapitalist {who probably thought this
. could ncver happen to him} is suddenly accused
« - of aTnurder he did not commit. The real murdeter,

:

a former wmember of ane of the uitra-nationalistic -

“Free Corps,” and the reactionary police and
" judges work together to build up a case agains:
the completely innocent Blum. They neced such
" a case to whip up Anti-Semitism.

Blum'’s (non-Jewish) wife appeals o the Social
Democratic Minister-President of the State who,
; in #pite of his sympathy with the Blums, is unable
¢ . .2 to do anything against the reactionary state
' apparates he is suppofed to direct. The judges
do not aliow any “'interference with the inde-
pendence of the judiciary” and openly scorn the
Social Dentocratie government. But, a well known
detective of the Berlin police, whom the Minister-
President asks- for help, succeeds, after over-
! coming many discouraging difficulties, in prov-
ing Blum’s innoccenee, unmasking the real
. murderer and foiling the whole frame-up. Thanks
1o the revelations of the murderer’s girl friend
who knaws thesdruth and whom the detective con-
! vinees she must not #llow an innocent man {o be
= " beheaded, the vietim of the frame-up escapes.
! The judges arve furious, but have to release Blum,
7. a8 the murderer, faced with overwhelming

"o L evidence, confesses everything.

- A “happy ending 7" Not quite. For Bluw, who
£ . . is an intelligent man and has learned quite 2 few
. %i{hgs in prison, clearly understands that this in-

B dividual victory over the reactionary state ap-
‘peratys and his narrow escape from the ex-
ecutioner’s axe are due to mere luck, and that
_JERe problem as such remains unsolved, the same
. gtaté apparatus remaining in command; and that
dther “Affairs Blum™ will follow,

_In the fihal scene, which iz accompanied by
the menacing musie of a Nazi march, Mrs, Blum
Aries to comfort her hushand, saying “Jt's all
gver now.” — “No,” replies Blum, “its only begin-
ning. . .’ -

= <" With .some variations, different forms and
.eircumstances, the sume sorl of thing can still

happen in many countries all over the world:
against Jews, against Negroes, againsl other
- minorities. And the purpose of the instigators.
of “Affairs Blum” ia always the same: To divert
ihe dissutisfied masses and especially the petty
bourgeoisie from the real culprit — the capitalist
“system and its comsequences — by finding coir-
venient scapegoais.

Victor -deSica’s Bicycle Thief is a masterpiece..
By -its natural simplicity and profound truth it
ranks high in the field of cinematagraphic art

;° . After searching for a leng time, an unemployed

worker, who has a wife and a little son, finally
gets a job, There is 2 condition attached io it:
© he .must have & bicycle. His bicycle is in the

 ‘pawnshop; he gets il out by his wife pawning

their blankets instead. He can start working
again. But his predious bicycle is stolen on the
“firsl day of his new job. The pelice are not in-
terested; they cannot help him to find the thief.
Besides, there are so many bicycles stolen every
day. : .

So he is obliged to help himself and after a
dramatic chase finally finds the thief — but not
the bicycle. And he has no .evidence against the
thief. 30 there is nothing be can do about it.

" And then, in his bitterness and despair, he tries
to?__st,eal another man’s bicycle. The attempt fails.
However, the bicycle owner does not want to have
“him arrested. With his terrified son the worker
goes home, ashamed of himself, without a job,
without help, without hope.

And that is the end of this story. No- stroke
of good luck comes to that man's aid. The comedy
of capitalist charity which, by coincidence, he
witnesses while chasing the thief, often benefits
scoundrels and vagabonds; & worker is too preud
Lo accept it; he wants a job, a decent wage, he
wants justice. The police officers, ie., the state,
are not interested and will not help him; they de
not defend the poor and the hungry. Seme in-
dividuals succeed in belping themselves by in-
juripg others.' Our “hero” tries it” half-heartedly
and is trapped. For him, theye remains no way
out. - ) . e e o dile

Only by getting together with other prole-
Larians, by struggling with them against the in-
justice of thiz scciety could he seriously hope
to achieve something, The worker in Bicycle
Thief ¥5 not a bad fellow, but he seeks only for

o200 individual selution and cannot find one. The
solidarily of a few personal friends and of his
family is not enough, {And he fails so completely,
that at a certain moment he finds himself almost
stripped of his dignty.) DeSica does not force
those conclusions on us, What we have jusi said
is only suggested by his “Hero’s” loneliness and
failure, by the futility of hie® individual struggle.
This is neot a .pelitical bubt a social picture, =

| 2 vots of 1,641 to 496. o

uses a map in his office to poin

t out the island where he would

want U. 8. yonth to go and |_?lie in behalf of Chiang Kai-shek.

forts' irfythe mobilizatipn which
speaks for a tombined ‘member-
ghip running into the tens of mil-
lions, . despite the self-defeatihg
décision to ‘exclude all political
parties and Stalinist-led organiza-
tions. © o

2. The mobilization represgnts
an important ~— if limited — step
in the direction of mass pressure
and mass action againgt the Jim
Crow forces. In previouz years
these organizations relied primar-

: . B T ily on letters and telegrams to
"Just before Président® Traman ammounced the U. 8. govern-

mernit would not send wiilitary aid {0 Formosa. Sen. William F.

Knowland (R, Calif.) ‘urged sitch iniervention. Here the semator

Congress; this time they are send.
ing representatives in person to
demand enactment without delay
in this sessiom of the civil rights
program, starting with the FEPC.

Curran

The purge of all opposition fo
the Curran machine in the Na-
tional Maritime Union veceived a
new impetus with the expulsion
of fowr members at "the New
York meeting of the union "on
Jan. 1. Despite open intimidation
by MNew York police and Curran
goons, if ‘was clear that a
thajority of the membership at.

one of the'leaders of the anti-
Curran, Independent caucus. But
the wotes were brazenly mis-
counted byivadministration’ sup: |
porierg Wwhoaeted as counters and
Ciirran anfigunced from the chair
that Keith had been expelied by
]

£

Ax shouts of protest mounted
throughout- the hall,” Robert, Me-
Elroy, a seaman, took the flgor|
on a poini _'bi,;,o‘rcf'er,_"jdemandi‘ng--

| that 2 recosni.h@ taken With both
.sides _ represented* as -counters.,

Whiie afill before the microphone’
“ai the-front _of the hall, MeElroy
was assalilted by several masters-*
at-arms who beat him to the.
ground in the presence of the
entire meeting. Angered mem-
hers rising to their feet in the
rear ¢f the hall were set upon by
g&oﬂaer gang of hooligans, The
police, present in Jarge numbers,
did nothing until the goons ran
into trouble when they interven-
ed on their side and broke up
the {racas at the rear of the hall,

ihe "beting had voted against |
‘| the expulsion of Charles -Keith,

"The viotence against rank and
file members at. the umion meef-
ihg had been preceded days earl-
jer by a Curran goon - gquad
atiack, aided by cops, on a group
of members who were standing
in front of the union hall, dis-
tribut’ng leaflets which . con-
denmed the purge program of the
administration. ' S

Keitk, tHe most prominent of
.those expelled, had formerly been
che of the two secretaries of the
Ranlk and ‘File Caucus headed by
Joseph Curran, which sueceeded
in -ousting - the Stalinidts from
cffice at the last general unign
election in 1948, He 'was charged
with “inciting to riot,” creating a
“dual and hostile”. organization,
collecting moneéy for “anti-union™
purpeses,” bringing ~ eourt action
Aagainst the union among other
“things.. : :

In his speech of defensé-which
, was- continnally inteiripted by

trirl was the result of his op-
.position to the ‘policies of the
administration. No particulars of
the charges had beer given to
‘him despite repeated requestz on
his part. Keith further charged
that in keeping with this kan.
garoo court procedure he had
been denied access to. the union
hall many times during the
course of the “trial.” :

Next in line for purge saclion
were Leo Silverman and Jack

(Continued from page 1)
Jacking in any fighting capaci-
ties, That is what lends excep-
tional ferocity to their attacks
on the miners. ’

They are pressing for a show-
down now not only because the
ecunomic sitbation of the coal in-
dustry is unfavorable to the
minevs and their respurces are
low, but because the UMW bhattle
has beenisoluted. The rest of
organized labor ig quiescedt. The
corporations were able to settle
with the CIQ steel and auto unions
for erumbs and clear the fleld of
ithe clazs struggle for a cancen-
trated assault on the mipers.
What particularly emboldens
the labor-haters in their present
drivg against the miners iy the
faijure of the CIO and AFL
leaders to lend any support to the
UMW, even though these leaders
pust have some inkling of what
i defeat for the wminers would
mean for their own unions.
Thege union leaders have re-
mained criminally silent as the
corporations and  government
congpire in an atitempt to cut
the miners to pieces. They have
always resented the fact that
Lewis' aggressive methods have
won big gains and have exposed
their own lickspittie dependence
on the governmeni for small
shabby favors. No doubt, down

COAL MINERS NEED THE AID
OF ALL ORGANIZED WORKERS

Lewis are torm down a bit, their
awn stature may seem to grow
by cemparison.

The ecapitalists and their gov-
ernment agents are fully aware
of this attitude. Indeed,- they
count on it as a principal
assurance that they ecan erowd
the miners into & corner and beat
them down without fear of in-
farvention by the rest of or-
wanized labor. -
The miners are fighting bac
against great odds. By no means
are they to be counted out as yet.
But ikgy aré in great danger —
that fact must be recognized and
emphasized, 1f they suffer a
defeat, the wheole front. of the
labor movement will be exposed
to attack, ’

To turn the tide speedily in the
miners’ faver requires massive
intervention by the rest of or-
ganized labor. The impulse for
thi=s intervention will come only
from the union ranks. It is the
members and leaders of the local
unions of every affiliation who
must fake the initiative. Pass
resolutions of support for the
miners and proteat against gov-
ernment interference against
them. Demand that the top lead-
ers of your union mobilize all-out
aid to the miners. Let the Amer-
ican plulocracy know - thaf the
organized American workers will
not lolerate its scheme to drive for

in their narrow little souls many

human pieture: A perfect one of its kind.

of them feel if the UMW and

victory against all labor over the
shattered ranks of the miners.

Curran, Keith charged that -the

an Machine Expels
4 Opponents in NMU -

Siith, aceused among other
things of editing and writing for
The Voice of the Membership, a
dizeredited  Stalinist  maritime
paper. Silverman admitted the
charge but pointed out that he
had written for the paper be-

the fank and file is permitted in
the official union paper, The Pilot.

“Cutran’s denial of the sup-
pression of eviticism in the Pilot
reached a new low in cynicism
and hypocrisy. There was robm,
ke said,. for “consiructive critic-
igm™ -— only “garbage” was kept
oul. Then, as dozens of police
Vined the aisles of the hall, he
boldly lannehed into a left critic-
ism nof the GStalinists, condemn-
ing them for their wartime be-
trayals  and  contrastng  his
“democratic’” methods with the
regimes behind *“the Iron Cur-
tain,” Finally in a thinly-veiled
appeal to vielence, he said that it
appeared inevitable that “blood
would flow” until the disgenters
| were driven out of the anion.

Sitverman and Smith, the lat{er
in his absence, were then declared
expelied although fewer members
participated in the voting Lhan
on ihe Keith case. The show of
brufe force earlier in the meet-
il}g had had its intended effect.

Lastly, Jean Beeck, a woman
member who was charged with
“distributing unaathorized litera-
ture” and “causing a disturbance,”
was dealt with in the same sum-
mary mianner. In a sensc this
action was even more repugnant
than the others, resuitng ap-
parently from nothing but per-
sonal spite on the part of John
Reaves, a2 new Curran appointee
in the New York Port. This com-
pleted the meeting’s “businesst’
and logically complemented all
that had preceded it.

The charge of “inciting to riot”
devives from the actions of the
rank and file in resisting the
alempt of the -National Cffice
to illegally remove 15 regularly
etrcted WNew York Port officials,
This legitimate resistance ‘o
bureaueratic and arbitrary ac-
tions has been stigmatized as an
attempt, 1o seize the union hall
in a “Communist plot” fo take
contrs] of the union. In this way,
the crimes of Curran and Co.
have been placed on the rank and
nle, creating a2 broad pattern of
continuing purge action against
zll crities of the tep union ma-
chine.

The large vole cast against the
expulsion of Keith indicates that
despife 2]l his vicious methods
and. red-baiting, Curran has net
succevded in winning 2 majority
for his purge program in New
York, the laggest hranch in the
union. But there iz no indication
that this will deter Curran and
Co. This totalifarian regime,
which poes hand in hand with a
policy of capitulation to the
shipowners, must inevitably pro-
duee a reaction from the seamen.
Sooner or later the rank and fil~
will seftle with-Curran as they
did with the old ISU gang and
later with the Stalinisis,

cause no critical material from |

ing momentum,

to expect that the Washington
conferencé will be enough to turn
the fide and forece Congress to
override filibusters against civil
tights.
In the first place, official an-
nouncements make it clear that
the conference itself will be large-
l¥ 2 routine lobbying affair, with
the delegates assigned te visiting
their congressmen and holding a
couple of meetings at which poli-
ticians and their own leaders will
deliver some pep-talks, The same
kind of lobbying that has proved
so ineffectusal in the past will pre-
vail thia year, although the form
will be changed a little and more
people will be jnvolved. The mem-~
bers of Congress, who knew last
year that the same participating
orgauizations favoved the passage
of eivil rights biflg, will not feel
the addition of serious pressure
through this conference and will
not be much more inclined to act
{avorably than they were in 1849,
In the second place, all signs
indicate that attendance at the con
ference will not be anywhere near-
¥ as large as it ean and should
be, if the real strength of the par-!
ticipating organizations is taken
into account. But the most serious
shortcoming is the fact that the
delegates will not be reinforeed
by powerful mass demonstrations

they come.

WHY THE APATHY?

The original plans for the mo-
bilization included the organiza-
tion of such mass pressure on al
grass-roots level. Attempts to!
hold mass meetings were actually
made in some communities, but
by and large they were not hig
and therefole not very successful. |
Iven where genuine efforts were
made, the masses were not arous-
ed, -they vremained apathetic.!

nowing why this happened and
how to correct the situation is the!
fight, for only when the rank and
fllé¢ workers are actively aroused
and set into motion will Congress
begin to do something about it. ‘

Why did the masses fall to re-
spond in Jarge numbers? Not be-
cause they are indifferent to the'
civil rights bills; everyhody, oven
the capitalist politicians, know
they are for them. What is in-
volved is a POLITICAL question.
Their leaders have given them the
false impression that the Tru-
manites are sincerely working to
paes these bills and that it is
necessary only to rely on the Tru-|
manites and everything will turn
oat right in the end. Where fhe
impression prevails that there is
no need for a fight, you will nat-
arally be unable to arouse people
to engage in one. |

in the communities froem which|"®

key to victory in the civil rights| But the picture can be changed

proved it over and over again by
refusing to use his power to end
segregation ir the armed forcea
and to withhold federal funds
from discriminatory housing. For
the Trumanites the whole ques-
tion of civil rights is a political
maneuver, and no headway can
be made until they are branded

for it and held EQUALLY re.'

sponsible with the Republicans
and Southern Democrats for the
defeat of the rights bills.

When the masses are told the
trath, when they are shown that
they have no real friends in Wash-
ington, then they will understand
the need io fight for themselves
and will act sccordingly. Once
that happens, there will be a gen-
uine upsurge by the people. Then
broad and deep pressure will real-
ly he exerted on the capitalist pol.
iticians.

The ruling class may be come
pelied to grant some concessions,
But in thé course of the struggle
the Negro snd labor movements
will find out that the achievee
ment of their full objectives re-
quires a complete break with capi=
talist politics and the formation
of an independent Labor Party
that will undertake to repiace the
cepitalist peliticians in Washing=
ton with real rxepresentatives of
the masses, B

At present the prospects in Cone
gress are no better than they wera
last year. The same fancy politis
cal footwork will be offered as a
substitute for what the peo}:lél

want, The Trumanites, instead of

being worried by the mobilization
in Washington, will even welcome
it and try to' exploit it for their
own ends; at any rate, feeling
that they have the labor and Ne-
gro vote “in their pocket” because
of their demagogic gestures last
year, they will see no veason for
not repeating them this year.

WHAT WE MUST SHOW

radidhily and rapidly if the dele-
gates to the Washingion confere
ence rid themselves of false poli-
tical comceptions, break with the
iltusion that civil rights bills can
be passed by reliance on the Tru~
manites in any form, and o back
home determined to build a mass
movement of militant struggie for
equality which no capitalist poli-
tician will be able to ignore, mani~
pulate or prevent from reaching
its goal.

What we need to show Congress
is mot that the masses want. civil
rights legislation — which they
already know — hut that they are
ready to defeat and sweep aside
any force that atands i the way
of their getting it.

GETS ENCOURAG

+

Civil Rights Mobil'zation
Washington next week. The meet-
ing, held in Tabernacle Baptist
Church last night, was more than
three times the size of the meot-
ing called by the NAACP a few
weeks ago, shows that the mobil-
ization for civil rights is gather-

The main speaker was Herbert
Hill, assistant field sceretary of
the NAACP, who has been tour-
ing the mid-west to gather forces
for the Washington wobilization.
13 called attention to the new
militant spirit that is pervading
the movement for civil rights,
and said it must be wedded to
the organized strength of the
labor mwovement in order to ac-
complish the aims of both.

The  burning  deiermination
among Negroes to win the fight
for, civil rights was impressed
upen the gudience by Nathgniel
C. Tee, NAACP branch eo-
ordinator. “I am not going to
thank you for eoming,” he said,

-
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YOUNGSTOWN NAACP RALLY

ING RESPONSE

YOUNGSTOWN, Jan. 9—Almost 700 people answered
the call of the Youngstown Branch of the NAACP to at-
tend a mass meeting to build support for the- National

“because this is whare you ought
to be.” The mobilization is being
called, he sald, “because we must
take different steps to impress
upen those in authority that -civil
rights must be passed now.”

Dan Thomas, president of Local
1462 of the CIO United Steel-
workers, pointed out to the
audience ihat employers foster
1acial divisions because it is to
their yrofit in dellars and cents.
The people must depend on their
organized strength, he said, to
witt the fight, just as the fight
of the workers in the miliz against
the companies is only as effeetive
as their union is strong.

The loeal delegation to Wash~
inglon  will  include Nathaniel
. Lee and Harry Greene from
foenl 1330, United Steelworkers,
Jack Thorntan, PAC Director for
District 26, United Steelworkers,
and  Andrew Diehl, William-
Howard and Rev. 8. 8. Booker
from th;e local NAACP, .
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