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Yugoslav Chiefs
Deepen Exposure

break with the Cominform in
1948. .
Djilas declared in his 'pre-

election speech on March 18 be-
fore 25,000 students in Belgrade
that the crisis was caused by a
perversion of socialism by the
privileged Seviet bureaucracy. He
traced the cause of this develop-
ment to the backwardness of
Russia which had permitted this
bureaucracy to seize the power.

CITES 8 CAUSES ;

Accordng to the N. Y. Times
aispateh, Djilas stated that a
“erisis of socialism” in the Soviet
Union resulted from the “con-
tradictions between the develop-
ment of the means of production
J,and the social fabrie” of that
country. The following condi-
tions, he stated, indicate what is
oceurring:

1. The non-Marxist treatment
of the role of the leader (pre-
sumably Stalin) which often took
the form of vulgar idolatry simi-
lar to that in absolute monarchies.
Differences in salaries that
were greater than in bourgeois
democracies, varying from 400 to

Michigan SWP
Off to Good Start
In Petition Drive .

DETROIT, March 15—Michigan
branches of the Socialist Work-
ers Party report that in three
counties they have already col-
lected 3,328 signatures to peti-
tions to place the SWP on the
state ballot in the 1950 elections.

A minimum of 10,500 signatures
is needed from at least ten
counties, but the SWP is out to
colleet 15,000 in order to be on
the safe side.

Canvassers report that they are
getting at least as good a reac-
tion from the people they ap-
proach as in 1948, and in many
oy cases ~a better ‘one. Hostility is

rarely met by the canvassers, and
! few people are repelled by the
b idea of helping a socialist party
to get on the ballof®

Signatures are being obtained
. in front of union and political
meetings and by going house to
house, covering housing projects,
ete. The encouraging results so
far have convinced SWP members
thgt they will be able to fulfill
the quotas they set for them-
selves.

The SWP candidates have not
yet been selected. The petition
is required in order to put the
party on the ballot, and the candi-
dates will be nominated later at

o
oY

of Stalin Crimes

The Soviet Union is now in the throes of an’ internal
crisis, stated Milovan Djilas, member of the Yugoslav Com-
munist Party Politburo, in one of the sharpest and clearest
exposures of Stalinism since the @

15,000 rubles. 3. Ideological ag-
grandizement of Russian national-
i1sm and underestimation of the
cultures 'and histories of other
nations. 4. The policy of dividing
the world. into spheres of in-
fluence with capitalist states.
5. The use of lies and slanders in
the workers’ movement, ignoring
the teachings of Marx and Engels.
6. Underestimation of the role of
the people in the fight to establish
a new society. 7. Tendencies tc
liquidate socialist democracy. 8
Suppression of initiative and
tevisionism of the vhilosophic
basis of Marxism.

BUREAUCRACY’S METHODS

The Russian bureaucracy, Djilas
continued, is using two principal
methods for the solution of its
internal difficulties: First, by
transforming the basis of strug-
gle against the United States from
one aiming at the destruction of
capitalism to that of division of
the world into socialist and capi-
talist spheres of influence; and
second by attempting “to suppress
the crisis temporarily with sue-
cesses abroad by exploiting and
subordinating other socialist coun-
iries.” !

-

“This crisis,” the speaker point-
ed out, “did not begin with the
Cominform Resolution [issued
against the Yugoslav CP in 1948]
nor will it end because someone
gives a theoretical explanation of
:ts character and causes. . . It
demonstrates that the bureau-
cratic elements in the Soviet
Union that have well established
their privileges are attempting
te find a solution for an internal
crisis in the outside world” (by
the policies cited above).

Djilas’ analysis represents the
most marked advance in the un-
derstanding and exposure of the
degeneration of Stalinism taken
by the Yugoslav leaders since the
break with the Kremlin. At that
time they vehemently denied Mos-
cow accusations that charges of
“bureaucratic degeneration” in
the Soviet Union were being
spread in official Yugoslavy ecir-
cles. In the intervening period,
the Yugoslav writers and speak-
ers simply condemned Stalin’s
policies, particularly toward their
country, as “non-socialist” and
cometimes as “counter - revolu-
tionary,” without seeking for
their basic causes or penetrating
into the internal conditions in the
Soviet Union.

But the development of their
conflict with the Kremlin is lead-
ing them closer to a correct Marx-
ist understanding of the reac-
tionary pattern of Stalinism. One
of the clearest signs of that pat-
tern is the gap between the wages

a state convention.

(Continued on page 4)

GOVT. PLANS

TO INDICT

12,000 UNDER SMITH ACT

The Department of Justice is preparing to prosecute
another 12,000 people under the Smith Act and will begin
the prosecutions without delay if the Supreme Court

upholds that law when it hears®—

the appeal of the 11 Communist
Party leaders convicted last year.
This information was given to a
House Appropriations subcom-
mittee, at an executive session
on the Justice Department budg-
et, by Raymond P. Whearty, act-
ing Assistant Attorney General in
charge of the Criminal Division
and was first made public by the
N. Y. Post on March 17.

Whearty told the committee
there were 21,106 cases pending
in the Internal Security Section
of the Justice Department at the
end of last year. He said the
CP would be “in effect outlawed”
if the Supreme Court upholds the
Smith Act.

EXTENSIVE PROGRAM

“There is a program of exien-
sive suits to prosecute members
of the Communist Party who can
be shown to be sympathetic and
appreciative of its views. We
prosecute them as individuals un-
der the Smith Act,” he said.

In response to a question, he
declared that “roughly 12,000” of
these 21,105 cases depend on the
Supreme Court decision.

Whearty expressed the opinion
on behalf of the Department of
Justice that the prosecution of
this number of individual CP
members during the fiscal year
beginning July 1 must be looked
forward to “as posv.lble. and in-
deed very probable.”

RELUCTANT STOOLPIGEONS

Speaking about the other cases,
he called them “perfectly good
trial cases, but can’t be proven

nesses to the cases are confiden-
tial informants and cannot be
used as witnesses and these cases
have to be cancelled out.” Many
of the FBI's paid informers and
stoolpigeons, who are known by
the title of “confidential inform-
ants,” evidently are reluctant to
reveal their identity in court, or
fear that they will not be able to
substantiate their charges.

However, Whearty continued,
the Justice Department keeps up
pressure to get them to change
their minds: “We communicate
with the Bureau [FBI] many
times, even asking the Bureau to
reinterview them, with an idea to
determining whether they dre not
willing.”

McGRATH’S LIES

Whearty’s statement  that a
validation of the Smith Act would
in effect outlaw the CP recalls
the speech made by his boss, At-
torney General J. Howard Me-
Grath, on Oct. 20, just six days
after the end of the Foley Square
trial. Attempting to allay wide-
spread apprehensions about the
conviction and the use of the
Smith Act, McGrath, a top Fair
Deal politician, specifically stated
that the conviction of the 11 did
not mean the outlawing of the
CP and that his department had
no plans for similar prosecutions
at that time.

Whearty’s 1ést1mony about the
Department of Justice’s real
views and plans, which fortunate-
ly have leaked out to the public,
proves that McGrath is not only
a cheap liar but a witch-hunter
in no way inferior to his prede-

for the reason that the sole wit-
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cessor, Tom Clark.
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“LOYALTY”
PURGE OK,
COURT SAYS

In a sharply-worded dissent
from the 2-1 majority opinion of
the U. S. Court of Appeals, Fed-
eral Judge Henry W. Edgerton
declared the “loyalty” firing of
a government employee, Miss
Dorothy Bailey, “abridges not
only freedom of speech but free-
dom of thought.”

Judges E. Barrett Prettyman
and James Proctor held that “the
President may remove from gov-
ernment service any person of
whose loyalty he is not completely
convinced without assigning any
reason and without giving the
employee any explanatory notice.”
By the same 2-1 vote, the court
ruled, in an' appeal brought by
the International Workers Order,
that the Attorney General's list-
ing of *“subversive” organizations
is not subject to judicial review.
The “loyalty” purge is based on
this arbitrary political blacklist.
Miss Bailey had petitioned for
reinstatement to her job with the
Federal Security Agency from
which she was dismissed in Feb.
1949 on secret and anonymous
charges that she was or had been
a 'member of the Commuhnist
Party, had attended party meet-
ings and had associated with
“known” party members. She
denied the charges.

‘While contending that the gov-
ernment has the right to fire
anyone as disloyal, without trial

ruled illegal a section of the
“loyalty” board’s order which
barred Miss Bailey from govern-
ment employment for three years.
This, they said, was punishment
without fair trial within the
meaning of a 1948 Supreme Court
decision.

SEES THOUGHT-CONTROL

Judge Edgerton, however, stated
in his dissent that “dismissals for
disloyal views are punitive; that

is  what the Supreme Court
squarely held in the Lovett case.”
A “disloyalty” finding in the

publig mind “is closely akin to
Lreason” and “ostracism inevitably
follows” such a dismissal. ,

He further said, “The appellant
was dismissed for thinking
prohibited thoughts. A Constitu-
tion that forbids speech control
does not permit thought con-
trol.” He added: “Without a trial
by jury, without evidence and
without even being allowed to
confront her accusers or to know
their identity, a ecitizen of the
United States has been fpund
disloyal to the Government of
the United States.”

The outstanding “loyalty” purge
case, that of James Kutcher, the
legless veteran, is now before a
federal distriet court. His case is
unique hecause he admits mem-
bership in the Socialist Workers

or evidence the Appellate judges|-

The “Welfare State”

New York - General Motors reports greatest profits in U. S. history
- $656,434,232 in 1949.
San Joaquin Valley, Calif. - Tens of thousands of Jobiess farm work-
ers facing starvation line up for relief.

The current United Mine Work-
ers Jburnal hurls caustic criticism
at the top CIO and AFL leaders
for their brush-off of the UMW’s

proposals for joint defense in
strikes and for their “weak-
kneed” and “subservient” poli-
cies.

CIO and Steel Workers Presi-
dent Philip Murray’s rejection of
John L. Lewis’ offer of a “mutual
aid” pact is likened to the atti-
tude of the AFL craft moguls |
last October in refusing aid to the
striking steel workers. The AFL
chiefs dismissed the UMW's plea
that the nine largest AFL unions
and the UMW jointly finance a
$2,500,000 steel strike fund.

The Journal 1is particularly
scathing in its comments on CIO
United Auto Workers President
Walter Reuther who prior to the
UMW’s “mutual aid” proposal

Party, for which he was fired
from the VA.

uhad turned down an offer of a $1-

| million loan from the miners to

MINE UNION HITS €10, AFL CHIEFS
FOR REJECTING UNITED DEFENSE

back
strike.

“The first rejection slip” ftom
the CIO leaders, says the Journal,
came from Walter P. Reuther,
CIO United Auto Workers presi-
dent. Reuther’s letter to the UMW
“contained some fancy phrases
about ‘maximum solidarity and
working unity in labor ranks’,”
but when it came to a practical
measure to cement that working
unity, “he said no.”

THE MINERS' ACHIEVEMENT

In its lead editorial, the Jour-
nal assails the top union leaders
who rely on their political ties
instead of on the fighting quali-
ties of their union members. It
points with justified pride at the
miners’ recent victory as ‘“an
achievement which is the envy of
the entire American labor move-
ment.” The militancy which gain-
ed this victory, says the Journal,|

the plolonged Chlyslel

“should awaken a sense of re-
sponsibility in weak-kneed labor
leaders who are linked with and
subservient to political paltles
and an appreciation of the man-
hood and staying qualities. .
American men and women who:
comprise the rank and file of
American trade unions.

“In fact, it is our considered
opinion that the preponderance of
thought among labor union mem-
bers is rapidly developing a clear-
cut dislike and distrust of the
abundant gestures of expressed
international goodwill
leaders, who, at the same time,
indulge in a self-glorified siesta
on the domestic front.”

This refers to the readiness of
the CIO and AFL leaders to unite
in the International Confederation
of Free Trade Unions to push
their projects abroad as against
iheir rejection of umteq action to
defend American labor.

GI

. {while  American
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Acheson’s “Total Diplomacy”
pe for Peace

Propaganda Move to Justify
Continuation of “Cold War”

By Art Preis

Peace is the one thing

not his chject. His purpose was

to justify, before a world fearful
of Truman’s H-Bomb threat, the
continuation of U. 8. imperial-
ism’s “cold war” and war prepara-
tions.

For this purpose, he laid down
seven conditions which he said
the Soviet Union must accept and
carry- out before there could be
the possibility of “the establish-
ment of peace” even “in its nar-
rowest, most limited sense”
that is, a mere truce in the present
#“cold war.”

Each and all of these terms
are, on the face of it, inacceptable
to the Kremlin. If peace depended
on Stalin’s acceptance of them,
the world would hurtle without
pause into the abyss of H-Bomb
annihilation. ' Acheson knows he
has laid down impossible condi-
tions for Stalin.

But his aim — the aim of the
Truman administration — is not
to end the “cold war.” It is to put
upon the Soviet Union the full
responsibility for making all con-

cessions..that .might . avert.- war | .-

and the blame for the inevitable
failure to achieve peace.

WHAT HE DEMANDED

We need examine only the cen-
tial point of Acheson’s demands
to see that what U.S. imperialism
is now asking as the price for
halting its “cold war” is a form
of unconditional surrender. He
calls on the Kremlin to withdraw
its forces back to the USSR’s
original boundaries, to abandon
its positions in Eastern Europe

Germany, @ustria and North
Korea.
Is it likely that Stalin will

agree to this one-way proposition
military bases
encirele the Soviet Union from
Germany, through Greece, Turkey
and Iran, all the way to Japan?
Will Stalin agree to abandon his
buffer defenses and turn them
ovér to regimes hostile to the
very existence of the Soviet Union
and ready pawns of American
capitalism with its overwhelming
financial and military power?
No more likely than that Amer-
ican imperialism will voluntarily
accept a Kremlin demand that it
withdraw its troops from Ger-
many and Japan, its military
missions from Greece, Turkey and
Tran, that it liquidate the iron
perimeter it is forging around the
Soviet Union with its North
Atlantic military pact and foreign
‘arms aid.

All the other points raised by
Acheson, eouched though they be
in moral cant and expressions of
peaceful intent, are designed to
strip the USSR and leave it an
casicr prey for future attack by
the. capitalist powers.

In this light, Acheson’s 7-point
program appears as the crudest

By Emmett Moore
FLINT, March 19 — The anti-
Reuther slate in Chevrolet UAW
Local 659 headed by President
Coburn Walker, won a smashing
victory in the local union elec-
tions. A record vote of 5,800 gave
the Walker slate a complete vic-
tory for executive board posts
and ousted th¢ Reutherite shop
committee. There will be a runoff
for financial secretary and trustee
between anti-Reuther candidates
and those on Walker's slate. The
Reutherites were completely shut-
out.

This impressive victory came
on the heels of a furious red-
baiting campaign in which Walker
and his group were accused of
Trotskyism and Communism. The
Reutherites implied in their cam-

paign literature that Walker’s'

clection Would result in an attempt
to take the local into the UE.
They denounced the -Walker slate
for its opposition to Reuther.
Walker’s victory can be at-
tributed to his opposition to the
Ford pension settlement and h's
defense of the coal miners’ strike.
These two issues mobilized the
support of the most militant
members in the Chevrolet local.

WALKER'S EXPLANATI()N
The Chevrolet election was
sharply contested because it was
the first local to go to the polls
in Flint. All other locals were
looking to Chevrolet to see if a
trend would be established there.
In a victory statement Walker
said, “The vote signifies that
Chevrolet workers are definitely
not satisfied with the pension

settlement that was obtained in
Ford’s. lts inadequacies are ap-
parent to ‘all even if the average
member is not a pension expert.
We are determined .to obtain a
pension that will permit workers
Lo retire at the age of 55 and at
20 years’ service. Chevrolet work-

{ers believe that all workers should

have an equity in the pension fund
which will give them severance
pay
quit their jobs at any time.
“Our members are disturbed
by the strategy of Reuther in
the Ford and Chrysler strikes.
His policies seem to establish
roadblocks to real workers' secu-
rity. The time is. overripe for a
more militant and aggressive
policy that will break through the
corporations’ policies of dragging

out strikes endlessly. John L.

in the event they wish to|

Lewis has pointed the way to-
wards a rebirth of labor solidarity
in fighting the corporations that
are ganging up on industrial
unions. We support Lewis’ stand.

TREASURE DEMOCRACY

“Chevrolet workers have served
notice on the top UAW officers
to desist in their infamous prac-
tices of interfering in local union
clections. We treasure the right
to criticize and will fight to the
end to retain full democracy for
our members. The elections are
a conclusive victory for local
union autonomy.”

Walker concluded, “We pledge
to continue the fight for a more

militant and democratic TAW.|

(Once again the Chevrolet work-
ers are leading the way for the
whole auto union.,” The Chevrolet

Anti-Reuther Slate Sweeps Chevy Local

victory will prove heartening to
all militants in the union. Il
marks the beginning of a trend
against the Reuther administra-
lion in Flint.

In the membership meeting fol-
lowing the election, the Chevrolet
workers voted to accept the 31
cents an hour wage package ancd
to send the non-economic demands
back to the GM National Con-
Tference for complete revision
The strike policy of Reuther was
dermounced from the floor by the
militants and the demand was
raised for a National UAW Autc
Conference to deal specifically
with strike policy.

This reflects the uneasiness
that exists in the ranks towards
the coming contract negotiations
and lack of confidence in Reuther
|and his strike strategy.

-
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we can be sure will not be

achieved by Secretary of State Acheson’s 7-point “peace”
program, proclaimed in his March 16 speech at the Uni-

versity of California. Peace was

to build a firmer propaganda basis

DEAN ACHESON

type of power diplomacy. But it
is not for Stalin that he made
his speech. He aims at a different '-
audience — an audience first of i
all in the United States. i

DOMESTIC AIMS

this country wlm clalm — ¢ol
rectly — that the Truman ad-
ministration has no alternative to’
the H-Bomb. Let the Kremlin now
accept these specific seven terms,
the White House has replied
through Acheson, and there will Lt
be reasonable hope for peace. s
It is an answer to the growing
(Continued on page 2)

U. S. Military
Display Protested
By Indo-Chinese

While Secretary of State Ache-
son called on Kremlin leaders to
“withdraw their military and po-
lice force and refrain from using -
the shadow of that force to keep
in power persons or regimes
which do not command the confi-
dence of the respective peoples,”
American war ships and planes
were giving a “show of force” at
the Indo-Chinese port of Saigon
in support of the French-appoint-
ed puppet regime of Bao Dai.

The presence of U. S. military
forces, sent to Saigon at the in-
structions of Acheson’s State De-
partment, set off a two-day dem-
onstration of thousands of Viet-
Namese workers and students on
March 19 and 20. French troops
were finally used to subdue the
militant demonstrators, who suf-
fered three dead and an estimated
80 injured.

Although  Acheson  piously
claimed on March 16 that “we do
not intend nor wish, in fact we
do not know how, to create satel-
lites,” that same day an Associa-
ted Press dispatch from Saigon
reported: “The United States dis-
played military strength and
drafted a program of economic
aid today for the -embattled
French-sponsored state of Viet
Nam.”

PLANES, SHIPS, MONEY i

It describes how “the United
States aircraft carrier Boxer sent
out forty-two planes on a flight
over central Viet Nam (Annam)
and the port of Tourane” while
“the destroyers Stickwell and An-
derson, with a FrencH escort,
moved up to Saigon” to intimidate
the Viet Namese.

After the U. 8. “show of force,”
two of the warships, the Stiek-
well and Anderson, were reported
withdrawn. Meanwhile, more than
100,000 French troops, armed by
the U. 8, are continuing the war
begun in 1946 against the pop-
ular Ho-Chi Minh regime, which
still controls most of the country.
The U. S.-recognized Bao Dai pup-
pet regime was recently set-up in,
Saigon by the French imperialist
government, whose troops remain
in full force.
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Struggle for th
Workers

The struggle for the united
" front is today the key task for
2ll Trotskyist organizations in
Europe. It is the principal slogan
of the French and Italian Trot-
skyists, in their efforts to rebuild
the unity of the proletarian front
in the face of the political and
economic offensive of Big Busi-
ness, The same aim is served by
the efforts of the British Trot-
skyists to spur the ideological
maturing of the vanguard of the
British proletariat, without split-
ting the united front around the
Labor Party. °
The struggle of the Dutch
Trotskyists for trade union unity;
that of the Austrian Trotskyists
for the defense of the workers’
living standards; that of the
Greek Trotskyists for the reorgan
ization and regroupment of class
forces dissipated in the wake of
the defeat and havoe of the ecivil
war; the participation of the
Belgian Trotskyists in the strug-
gle against the return of Leopold
IIT and against unemployment;
the propaganda of the German
\Trotskyists against the resurgent
menace of neo-fascism — all these
specific objectives corresponding
to the peculiar -cirecumstances
prevailing in each given country
of Europe become meshed and
interpenetrated with propaganda
work and organizational efforts to
promote the workers’ united front.

TRUMP CARD

The existing split in the prole-
“tarian front is today the European
bourgeoisie’s chief trump ecard.
This split is especially serious in
the trade union field. With the ex-
ceptions of Great Britain and
Germany, the trade union move-
ment today is split from top to
bottom in the principal Western
Furopean countries. In France,
side by side with the Stalinist-
led CGT there operate a reform-
ist, an anarchist, a Catholic and
a new de Gaullist “federation”
~and other autonomous unions
which are beginning to federate
among themselves.

THE CAUSES

In Italy there exist Catholic,
reformist and autonomous con-
federations alongside the Stal-
inist-led CGIL. In Holland, beside
the 'priest-ridden confederations,
the reformists and Stalinists each

ljead a trade union federation

hostile to_one another, and con-
fused “leftist” elements are in
process of forming an additional
nation-wide body. In Belgium the
FGTB, four years ago the or-
ganization of the overwhelming
majority of the proletariat, is
today bled white, sabotaged by
the Stalinists, led into the swamp
of permanent class collaboration
by its reformist leadership and
continually losing, even on this
basis, its membership to the
Catholic unions.

-The split of the unity of the
proletarian front was the ob-
jective result of the. policies of
reformists and Stalinists who
have more or less directly or-

« gamized most of the splits which
have ledl to the present state of
affairs. It is equally, however,
the result of subjective factors.
Deceived by a leadership which
has proved incapable of utilizing
to the advantage of its class the

* United Front

-

By Ernest Germain

of the first post-war years, the
working class today shows alarm-
ing signs of skepticism and
passivity.

Union meetings attract an in-
significant fraction of the or-
ganized  workers. Movements
initiated for “political purposes”
and viewed as maneuvérs by one
of the working class parties are
looked upon by the workers with
the greatest suspicion, if mot
simply ignored. This makes the
adventuristie policy of the Stal-
inists, who try “mobilizing” work-
¢rs in a more than suspicious

tends to widen the breach which
separates the communist from the
non-communist workers, the van-
guard from the bulk of the class.

LITTLE CONFIDENCE

The moods of skepticism and
passivity, which appear as it were
on the surface of workers’ life in
Western Europe, are not yet the
fundamental features of
crientation of the workers. That
is why the struggle of the Trot-
skyists for the united front is not
only necessary but is still capable
cf bringing real success. If it
proves a little more difficult to
draw the workers again into the
slrugele after each lost battle, it
is nevertheless possible to bring
about a united front as soon as
they feel thdt the movement to
which they are summoned really
corresponds to their own in-
terests. That is why joint action
by the leaderships of the various
trade union federations, usually
suffices to bring about a mass
participation in strike actions,
such as the general strike of
November 1949 in France and the
strikes in the Parisian area of
February 1950,

But while the workers

led jointly by the existing trade
union organizations, they follow
these movements without en-
thusiasm, without fervor, almost
without hope. The fact is that
they no longer have confidence
in the respective trade union
leaderships and in advance place

combinations of ‘these crews of
bankrupt leaders. .

Wherever a new leadership
rises from the depths of the work-
ing class, selected on the basis of
the experience gained in the
course of the preceding strug-
gles, the workers plunge into
combat with forces redoubled.
That is why the Trotskyists
combine the struggle for a united
front with that for a new work:
ers’ leadership by putting forth
the slogan of committees of the

united front. 1

UNCONDITIONAL STRUGGLE

This slogan meets today with
an increasing response in the
ranks of the workers’ vanguard.
In several union bodies such as
the railway workers, in several
large plants such as the Neuves-
Maisons factory in Lorraine, the
I'rench vanguard has taken some
important steps on the road to-
ward realizing this slogan in life.
Indicative of the response to this
slogan is the fact that it has been

especially favorable conjuncture

ganized inside the French Com-

Don‘t Wait for the

All humanity may perish
in another war. This terrible
warning of the atemic scien-
tists méans that we must
gtart aetion right now or
meet our doom.

What can a single individ-
ual do? You can either fight
or lie down., If you fight
there’s every chance of suc-
cess. To fight means to
spread the message of social-
jsm. It means joining in the
great cause of building a new
world of peace and boundless
prosperity, a secure world of
love and hope, the decent
world a human being was
born to live in.
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The first step is an easy one. Begin reading The Militant
every week. Start your subscription to America’s leading so-
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“struggle” against arms de- |Dor fruitful — that is, it will not
liveries, all the more eriminal and lead to WOl‘kEI'S:' vietories,
a1l the more pernicious since it The Trotskyist struggle for

the

strength and
future of their class.

par-
ticipate en masse in movements

no confidence in purely mechanical

taken up by the opposition or-

munist Party around the paper
La Lutte.

Without joint action by all the
organizations, resistamce to the
capitalist offensive is today im-
'possible. That is why the Trot-
skyists are conducting an un-
conditional struggle for the united
front. They demand that the
present leadership of these or-
ganizations unite in theé struggle
for bread .and the defense of
democratic liberties. But without
the rise of a new leadership,
unity, even if reconstituted tem-
porarily, can be neither lasting

united front committees is the
struggle for a leadership, demo-
cratically elected by the workers
themselves, to conduet workers’
struggles; a struggle for a pro-
gram of immediate demands
capable of really rallying the
workers, a struggle for a broader
orientation of workers' struggles,
capable of rendering workers
again confident in their own
in the  socialist

As against, for instance, the

Stalinist trade union demands
which tended to inerease the wage
aifferentials, the Trotskyists
raised in several European coun-
tries the unifying slogan of equal

wage raises for all workers! This

slogan corresponded to such a
degree to the true needs of the

class and exerted such a powerful

elemental effect that the CGT,
vnder Stalinist leadership, found

itself obliged to take it over from
the Trotskyists after
bitterly fought it for
months. The

of the interests of the
class, it will suceeed in regroup-
ing in the ranks of the working

militant elements and achieve one

more stage toward the building

of revolutionary parties.

having
many
Trotskyist move-
ment is convineed that, in the
course of a determined defense
whole

class the most conscious and most

Starvation Victim

First to report the desperate plight of migrant workers at a
camp near Phoenix, Ariz., was Albert McWhorter, being comforted
by his wife and 4-year-old son as he lies in bed, a starvation vie-
tim. Food and medicine have been rushed to the area to aid suf-
ferers, including 100 children.

(Continued from Page 1)

clamor in Congress itself — as
expressed by influential Senators
like McMahon, Tydings and Con-
nully — for a “new approach” to
the question of settling the con-
flict between American imperial-
ism and the Soviet Union, al-
though none of these advocates
of the “new approach” has any-
thing different to offer except
vague generalizations about
“disarmament.”

And, at the same time, it is an
answer to the Republican charges
that the Truman administration
is mot fighting “communism”
cffectively, that it is “appeasing”
Sgalin in China and elsewhere,

is honey-combed with agents of
the Kremlin. Acheson is showing
the world who is really taking a
“firm stand” with respect to the
Soviet Union.

N. Y. YOUTH FORUM

“The Civil War in China,” will
be the subject of a lecture by
John G. Wright, staff writer for
the Militant, to be given at the
New York SWP Youth Group
forum, on Thursday March 30th,
at Chelsea Workers Center, 130

W. 23rd St. at 8:00 P.M. /

The speech evaluating the his-
torical events shaping the Orient
today, will give young workers
and students a chance to hear a
Marxist analysis of this vital

subject.

Those interested in the educa-
tional, social and political activi-
of the Socialist Workers
Party Youth section, should send
their inquiries to 116 University

ties

Place, New York 3, N. Y.

ALLIES SOUGHT

Acheson has coined the phrase
“total diplomacy” to express the
method whereby he would per-
suade the Kremlin to accede to
his seven points. Tt is on this
“total diplomacy” in effect, that
he would have the world rest its
hope for escape from H-Bomb
obliteration.

The only explanation Acheson
has offered of the policy of “total
diplomacy” — what an ominous
ring it has of “total war” and
“{otalitarianism” — was made in
a press statement on March 9, It
means, he said, that the U. S.
“must be prepared to meet
wherever possible all thrusts of
the Soviet Union” and to line up
in this task all countries and gov-
ernments that are “against Com-
munist aggression and if they are

that the State Department itself

NO HOPE FOR PEACE
OFFERED BY ACHESON

we should recognize our basic
unity with them on this point.”

While he demanded ‘“no moral
compromise” with the Kremlin
and its aims, he drew no “moral”
line when it came to the kind of
regimes the U. 8. will support
for the purpose of fighting “com-
munism.” In ecarrying out his
“total diplomacy,” Acheson said
that Washington would not “go
from one country to another with
a piece of litmus paper and see
whether everything is true blue,
whether the political, economic
and social climate is exactly, in
all details, the kind ve would like
to have either for them or for
us.”

In short, “the end justifies the
means,” according to this vender
of capitalist morality, and in the
struggle to extend Wall Street's
domination over the world, the
rulers in Washington will aceept
as worthy allies and “defenders
of democracy” any regime how-
ever bestial vesterday the
butcher Chiang Kai-shek, today
the French imperialist murderers
of the Indo-Chinese people, to-
morrow fascist Franco.

Acheson’s “total diplomacy”
means alliance with capitalist
reaction everywhere, propping up
the despoilers and oppressors of
colonigl .peoples, H-Bomb produe-
tion. ¥

Against this “total diplomacy™
m.ust. be hurled the power of the
American workers. Capitalism has
no way out. It must be eliminated
before it eliminates mankind. The
cnly road to peace is the road to
workers’ power, the establish-
ment of a Workers and Farmers
Government and the construction
cf the socizalist society.

Berﬂt Cochran

Speaks at

Flint, Buffalo Meetings

FLINT, March 19 — An atten-
tive audience of auto workers
heard Bert Cochran, chairman of
the Trade Union Committee of
the Socialist Workers Party,
speak tonight on “The Outlook
for Labor in 1950.”

Cochran flayed the Reuther-
Murray-Green labor bureaucracy
for their State Department un-
ionism. He contrasted their timid-
ity and conservatism with the mil-
itancy that led to the formation
of the CIO, an historic event in
which the speaker was an active
participant.

Cochran pointed to the paradox
of so-called “labor statesmen” out

selling the Marshall Plan and
American imperialism to the
workers of Europe while the

workers they are supposed to rep-
resent are being forced to bear the
terrible burden of these predatory
adventures.

Although the labor fakers seem
to be firmly in the saddle today,
their influence will be short lived.
Cochran pointed ta the lessons of

there can be no peaceful progres-
sive development under capitalism
as the welfare-statists and labor
bureauerats believe. With the
coming of the inevitable economic
crisis and the end of the tempor-
ary stabilization, the workers will
be forced to take militant action
to defend their basic rights and

conservative labor bureaucrats.
The meeting was ended with an

collection.

from the

and the hig Westinghouse and

worth their while.

ture.

While the American capitalist
class has learned much from the

Letters from Our Readers

Problems of
The Unemployed

Editor: -

The Militant.
sending you this ridiculously small
sum, but every little bit helps, eh
what? Besides, I have not worked
for a long time.
Enclosed is also a list of fae-
tories I have contacted in search
for a job, and this is only a small
section of the Los Angeles in-
dustrial area, and only a few of
the hundreds of plants contacted
by me in search for a job.
The unions are useless to us
unemployed once the dues pay-
ments stop. The UE of which I
was a Mmember had made an ef-
fort to set up some sort of unem-
ployéd council within its union
structure, based upon the argu-
ment that it is the task of the
unions to organize the unemploy-
ed, but was unable or unwilling
to go'beyond legislative commit-
tee action. ’
Such committees, with their fu-
tile appeals to legislatures, are,
to be charitable, a joke, and
betray an unashamed opportun-
ism by their entors.
The self-same policy towards
the unemployment question was
adopted by the so-called Progres-
give Party (Wallace). That was
last year; since then there is a
steady growth of unemployment,
yet the last flicker of interest in
-the problems of the unemployed
has died.
Oh, there is some reporting be-
ing done and comment in the left
wing press about it, but action —
by which I mean going out and
organizing the unemployed into a
fighting force, which means mili-
tant class struggles — seems to
have died out in America.
Why is that so, comrade editor?
I would appreciate it very much

0 New. [J Renewal.

L}

if The Militant would print an

Enclosed find $1 donation for
Forgive me for

of this growing army of indus-
trial cast-offs,
These lists I send you are to
show what an average worker is
up against here in Los Angeles
when he goes out looking for a
job. What chance is a man past
40 got? As much as a snowball
in hell.
N. L. 8,
Baldwin Park, Calif.

ED. NOTE: The lists enclosed
by N.J.S. give a really graphic
picture of the unemployment
problem he discusses. During the
week of Jan. 20 he contacted 30
factories where either “No Help
Wanted” signs were out, or where
he was informed that manage-
ment was not hiring, or laying off
help. He got the same answer at
the state employment office. Since
last May he has periodically vis-
ited another 52 plants. In only one
case was an application even ac-
‘cepted; in all the others it was the
same story. In one of the factor-
ies, to which he had been sent by
the state employment office, he
was told that he is too old. His
age is 48. See Page 3 for an edi-
torial dealing with some of the
points he raises.

*® & %

Workers Control
Of Atomic Energy

Thank you for your splendid
articles on the world menace of
the H-Bomb, which show the dif-
ference between The Militant and |
the capitalist press on this most
terrible quéstion in the history of
mankind. I'm in favor of the slo-
gan, “Take the war-making pow-
ers out of the hands of the Presi-
dent and Congress,” but I feel
something more is needed. May I
recall to you a Militant editorial
on the atom bomb:

“There is only one way to avert

article clarifying the stand your

party takes toward the problem |establish the planned and ration-
lal order of socialism,

But the
workers can take an immediate
step forward. . The workers
must take control of atomic ener-
gy away from the Wall Street
warmongers. Let the workers de-
mand and set up their own con-
trol. Let the woxkers through
their trade unions and other or-
ganizations put responsible com-
mittees in control over the min-
ing of the fissionable material
from which atomic energy is de-
rived. Let them set up control
over the plants now producing
atomic explosives. And let the
workers organizations take con-
trol of the dangerous dumps
where the Truman administration
is secretly storing atomic bombs.
Taking control over the entire
production of atomic energy away
from Wall Street and putting it
in hands of responsible workers
organizations is not only the right
of the American working class
but ITS INESCAPABLE DUTY
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE EN-
TIRE EARTH.”

I believe this is the most im-
portant article ever written on
this terrific subject and don’t
think it received enough atten-
tion at the time. Surely it's a
million times more necessary in
the case of the hydrogen bomb!
It’s even more important than the
right of the American people to
decide war or peace. They have
the inescapable duty to save all
mankind from death at the hands
of Hell-Bomb Harry and his Wall
St. masters, They can do it, even
under capitalism. They must do
it. The Militant must repeat it
constantly until the duty is ac-
complished.

Some workers may say, But
what if Stalin attacks the USA,
suppose he invades this nation
and establishes a “communistic”
dictatorship here, ete.? I think
whenever you print an article

the catastrophe. And that is to

.

article should remind the workers
of the fact that Stalin is not a
“communistic aggressor” against
capitalism, but a capitulator to
world imperialism, a betrayer of
communism .Jn many countries,
and that Wall Street knows it lies
when it maintains that Stalin
would ever attack capitalism in
an advanced country like the
USA.

The workers should understand
the true situation in the world
today — American imperialism,
the most frightful aggressor ever
seen,, striding over the prostrate
capitalism of other nations,
threatened by none, but itself
threatening what is left of the
revolution once accomplished by
the workers in the USSR.

B. P,
Cambridge, Mass.

*

Sequel to
The H-Bomb?

Editor: !
Heard something like this on
the radio:
Will this be the H-Bomb se-
quel —
That all. men are cremated
equal ?

# &

I W,
Los Angeles, Calif.

Ho Chi Minh’s Radio
Attacks Yugoslav Leaders

Ho Chi Minh’s radio in Indo- |
China has begun ‘to attack the
Yugoslav government and now
ealls Tito a “spy for American
Imperialism.” This is less than
a month after Ho, in violation of
the Cominform line, asked Tito
to establish diplomatic relations.
It now appears that even if Ho
favors an independent line, he
will submit for the time being,
publicly at least, so far as Tito
is concerned.

against the H-Bomb, that same

history which demonstrate that

this can only mean the appear-
ance of a powerful socialist left
wing ready and able to challenge
the power and privileges of the

interesting question and discus-
sion period and a very gratifying

BUFFALO, March 17 — Brav-
ing the traditional St. Patrick’s
Day blizzard in Buffalo, workers
smoky Lackawanna
Bethlehem Steel plant, the strike-
threatened lake shore Ford plant,

General Motors Companies plod-
ded through the snow to hear a
speech on “The Perspectives for

American Labor” by Bert Coch-
ran, chairman of the Trade Union
Committee of the Socialist Work-
ers Party. And it proved well

In a ringing affirmation of the
labor movement’s socialist future,
Cochran proved conclusively that
the present inactivity and lethar-
oy of the working class must in-
evitably be of a temporary na-

He showed how a growing bond
between the new trade union
Lureaucracy and the government
i sapping the power of the work-
ing class movement and strength-
ening the government and the bu-
reaucracy. This, however, is oc-
curring only with the passive per-
mission of the workers, and, with
an upsurge of labor militaney, the
unholy alliance will be swept
aside, leaving wide open the way
for a mighty leftward movement.

debacle of 1929, nevertheless the
same economic laws and forces
are at work, and in spite of any
artificial delaying of their action,
a more devastating depression
than any ever known is in the of-
fing.

Eeconomically and politically the
ruling class of this richest coun-
try in the world is existing on the
edge of the abyss; and its op-
posite, the working class, is step
by step approaching the day when
a massive, militant left wing will
spring up within the American
union movement and challenge
the bourgeoisie on equal terms.
And just as all leftward move-
ments of the workers have grown
and taken direction under the

guidance of a radical political par-
ty, so this one, Cochran asserted,
must inevitably seek the leader-

ty, because only the SWP has the
program *which coincides with the
needs .of humanity and the de-
mands of history.

Following is the schedule for
Bert Cschran’s national tour on
“The Gutlook for Labor”:

ship of the Socialist Workers Par-

Chicago March 29-31
Minneapolis-St. Paul Apr. 1-4
Seattle 2 5-8
San Francisco-Oakland " 9-12
Los Angeles " 15-20
St. Louis » 22
Cleveiand ”o 23-24
Akron n: 25
Youngstown "o 26-27
Pittsburgh » 28
New York G éO

” May 1
Philadelphia » 2-3
Newark L 6

Work on the problem-of bring-
ing renewal subscriptions to The
Militant as close as possible to

- the 1009% mark is
proceeding smoothly
in most branches of
the Socialist Work-
ers Party, accord-
ing to reports
Literature Agents.

Winifred Nelson of
St. Paul enclosed
five renewals in her
last letter, the result
> e of Sunday visits

made by five com-
rades. In addition they sold three
copies of Socialism on Trial, and
one each of The Coming Ameri-
can Revolution and A Letter to
American Negroes.

Wiinifred emphasizes that the
St. Paul sub-getters consider it
important to carry on this work
regularly so as to spread it evenly
throughout the year. They regard
consistent effort .as tHe key to
their success in building cirgula-
tion of The Militant in St. Paul.

Among the subscribers, Wini-
fred reports that a common
remark about The Militant is
“It’s the only paper that tells the
truth!”

Freddie TForrest, Literature
Agent for Pittsburgh, writes,
“We are going around visiting

hear from us s6on.” She enclosed
iwo renewal subseriptions on ae-
count.

Milwaukee sent in five renewals
without comment and Buffalo
fourteen. How about giving the
Militant Army a report?

Literature Agent Dixon Woods
of San Francisco writes that “we
are beginning our renewal drive
this Sunday; in fact some of the
comrades have already started on
their visiting during the evenings
this week.”

Sales at the San Francisco City
College are encouraging. “A week
ago last Monday we sold five
copies. One of the students told
us that he bought a copy at the
same spot last year and was glad
to see that we are back.”

Literature Agent Lillian Russel
reports from Oakland that “last
month the sale of Militants here
took another spurt forward. Qur
Militant Army representatives
sold 50 copies of the paper on the
University of California campus
during February. Many students
look forward to seeing us every
Monday afternoon. Through con-
sistent efforts we are confident
of expanding Militant sales on
the campus. We also sold 30 Mili-
tants at various trade union meet-
ings during the month.”

New York’s new Literature.
Agent Cathy Dee feels that there
are excellent opportunities for
expanding the circulation of The
Militant in the world’s largest
city. “The Youth Branch has
taken the lead in setting the pace.
Dotty and Anne M. sold seven
Militants to New York University
students as a starter in a schedule
of regular day and evening sales
at schools and universities ar-

Detroit NAACP Makes
Progress in Restaurants

The Detroit NAACP Commit-
tee to Fight Restaurant Dis-
crimination reports it has. won
the right for Negroes to be served
in all restaurants from the Mac-
cabees Building on Woodward
Ave. to Adams and Woodward.

of

everyone we know; so you should |

renged by Youth - Literature
Agent Ethel P,

“In addition, the Youth through
Myron and Ben will continue their
weekly rounds to newsstands on
14th and 42nd Streets. Special
commendation is in order for Bob
D. and Johnny R. who have faith-
fully covered some 10 newsstands
esch week for the past year and
a half with combined sales
averaging 100 a week.”

“A Group of Workers in Cam-
bridge, Mass.,” like Laura Grey’s
curtoons featured in The Militant.
They think that the cartoon,
“Croeodile Tears,” depicting the’
hypoerisy of the backers of the
H-Bomb in weeping over its
possible consequences to mankind
#is the supreme triumph of her
art.” : .

Our thanks to “A Friend” for
a contribution of $3 to help
publish 'The Militant and to “A
Subseriber” who sent $1 although -
he is hard pressed for funds be-
cause of the difficulty nowadays
of finding a job.

Local Addresses
Of Socialist
Workers Party |

AKRON---For information, write P.O.

Box 1342,

BOSTON—Worker= Educatlonal Center,
10 Stuart St., open Wed. 5:30-9:00 p.m.,
social last Sat. pf month.

BUFFALO—Mf{litant Forum, 826 Main
gt., 2nd fl1. Phone MAdlson 39680. Hvery
afternoon except Sun.

CHICAGO—166 W. Washington Street,
Rm. 312-314. Tel, Dearborn 2-4767.

CLEVELAND --- Every Sunday, 9 p.
m., Pecks Hall, 1446 BE. 82nd St, (off
Wade Pk, Ave.)

DETROIT—8108 Linwood Ave. Phone
TY 7-6267, Mon. through Bat., 12-5 p.m,

FLINT—Socialist Workers Party Hall,
9215 Hast Ninth Street. FPhone: 2-24@.
Open House Saturday eveninga.

LOS ANGELES—Militant Publ., Assn,,
Room 325, 124 W. 6th St. Phone VAndyke

SOR1.

LYNN, (Mags.)—Militant Publ. Assn.,
44 Central Ave., office open Tues., Wed.
7:30-9:30 p.m.

MILWAUKEE—$17 N. 8rd Bt., 8rd fL
Sun. through Fri.,, 7:30-0:30 p.m. Phone
Hopking 2-5337.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 Bo. 4th Bt. Phone
Main 7781, Daily except Sun., 10 am.~
6 p.m. Library, bookstore.

NEW HAVEN—For Information
write, P.O. Box No. 1019.

NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave.

NEW YORK CITY (Hq.)—116 Univer-
sity Place. Phone GR B5-8140.

HARLEM—108 W. 110 8t., Rm. 28
Open discussion.
Thurs., 8 p.m.

BROOKLYN --— Mandel’'s Manor,
843 Pennsylvania Ave., off Butter,
mestinga every Thurs. evening at &

CHELSEA—130 W, 23rd St. Phone
AT, G-2488.

O0AKLAND (Cal.) ---- For information,
phone TEmplebar 2-8168 or TEmplebar
3735, or write P. Montauk, 006-B Cy-
sresa St.. Oakland 7.

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W. Girard
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson &-5820.
Open every Friday evening.

SAN FTRANCISQ0—1739 Fillmore Ave.,
4th f1, Phone FT 6-0410. Dally except
Sun,, 12-4:30 p.m.

ST. XLOUIS “For {Informatiom,
phone PR K305.'"

SEATTLE—Maynard Bldg.,. 1st Ave,,
R. 201, So. & Washington, Tel. Maln 9278,
Mon. through Sat., 12-3 p.m. Branch
meeting Tues., 7:30 p.m. Library, book-
store,

TOLED) — Address inquirfes to So-

Phone MO 2-1866,

elalist Workers Party, P.O. Box 1802,
Toledo 3. ;
WORCESTER, (Mass.) — For informa-

tion write P.O. Box 554, Worcester.

YOUNGSTOWN — 234 H. Federal Bt.,
Phone 8-1355. Wed., Fri.,, Sat., 1:30 to
4 pan.

CHICAGO

BERT COCHRAN
Chairman, SWP Trade Union
Comm. \
will spéak on

The Outlook for
American Labor in 1950
—at—

Altgeld Hall
127 No. Dearborn, Rm. 744
Wed., March 29, 8 P.M.
Donation 50c

Come and hear —

THE OUTLOOK FOR

Sunday, April 2
3:30 P. M.

Twin Cities
BERT COCHRAN

Chairman of SWP Trade Union Committee
Former CIO Official
speak on

IN 1950
- The Mine Workers’ Victory: What Next?

ADMISSION: 25¢
Supper will be served after the meeting

AMERICAN. LABOR

1

10 South 4th Street
Minneapolis, Minn.




Bubscriptions: §2 per year;
#1 for 6 months. Forelgn:
$3.50 per yr; $2 for 6 mos.
““Entered as second clase
matter Mar. 7, 1944 at the
Post Office at New York,
| W. Y. under the act of Mar,
8 1879,

L
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TROTSKY

“The trade union bureaucrats, like the bureaucrats of false
Communism, live in an atmosphere of aristocratic prejudices
of the upper strata of the workers. It will be a tragedy if the
Oppositionists are infected even in the slightest degree with
We must not only reject and condemn these
prejudices; we must burn them out of our consciences to the
last trace. We must find the road to the most deprived, to the
darkest strata of the proletariat, beginning with the Negro,
whom capitalist society has converted into a pariah, and who
must learn to see in us his revolutionary brothers.
depends wholly upon our energy and devotion to the cause.”

— Leon Trotsky, A Letter to American Comrades, 1929.

And this

‘A Shame and A D'isgrace'

The administration is expressing
strong indignation at the smear of State
Department officials and employees by
Senator McCarthy, who charges there are
57 “communists” in that department.

John E. Peurifoy, Deputy Under-Sec-
retary of State, speaking for the admin-
istration on March 16, lashed out at Me-
Carthy’s use of the “guilt by association”
technique. Other defenders of the admin-
istration complain that he is taking ad-
vantage of his position to publicly stig-
matize and destroy the reputations of nu-
merous people before they have éven had
a chance to learn the charges against
them.

All this is true. But the Truman ad-
ministration is hardly in the position to
adopt a “holier-than-thou” attitude to
McCarthy. For most of the witch-hunt
techniques he is now employing against
‘the administration have become stand-
ard operating procedure in the admin-
istration’s own witch-hunt.

The victims of McCarthy’s smears at
least have the privilege of defending

themselves and answering the charges at

a public hearing. But the organizations
proseribed by Truman’s “subversive” list
are denied not only the right to a public
hearing before or after their names are
placed on the blacklist — they are denied
the right to know even the precise nature
of the charges against them, or the “evi-

Union's Duty to the

In a letter printed on Page 2 of this
.issue, N.J.S., a jobless worker in the Los
Angeles area, poses a question that must
be in the minds of millions of other un-
employed today. Like N.J.S., they had
looked to thei'r. unions for a solution of
the unemployment problem and found in-
stead that the unions are doing little or
nothing about it. -

The unemployed have every reason to
expect the backing and guidance of the
powerfal organized labor movement. But
Yinstead of getting an effective program
and a fighting leadership, the unemploy-
ed find themselves thrown completely on

their own pitiful resources. Who is re- -

‘sponsible for this shameful and intoler-
able state of gffairs?

The responsibility must be placed
squarely on the shoulders of the top of-
ficial union leaders. They are reluctant
to grapple with the problem of unemploy-
ment. The reason is political. A genuine
struggle in the interests of the jobless is
incompatible with the political support of
capitalism. But the union leaders are
staunch supporters of capitalism and of
one of its main pillars, the Democratic
Party of Truman.

They are banking on the Truman ad-
ministration to alleviate a situation that
is growing progressively worse. They are

dence” on which these charges are al-
legedly based.

We agree with Peurifoy that it is “a
shame and a disgrace” when State De-
partment employee John 8. Service is sub-
jected, purely on the basis of the guilt-
by-association doctrine, to ‘“humiliation,
embarrassment and inconvenience.” But
isn’t it equally a shame and a disgrace
that the legless veteran, James Kutcher,
was fired out of his VA job solely because
of his membership in the Socialist Work-
ers Party? And wasn’t it the Truman
administration that was responsible for
this guilt-by-association #wictimization?

When the Republicans see that the
Democrats can successfully persecute
Trotskyists and other dissidents because
of their political views, it is only natural
that the Republicans should try to do the
same to the Democrats. That is the logic
of the “loyalty” purge, which tends to
spread and widen until even the mildest
liberal views are outlawed and complete.
political conformity (the police state) is
achieved.

Meanwhile, the Trumanite denuncia-
tions of Republican-sponsored witch-
hunts in the U. S. and Stalinist purges
in Eastern Europe “would undoubtedly
sound more convincing and less hypocrit-
ical if they didn’t come from the lips of
such ardent-witch-hunters and purgers.

Jobless

hoping for the best while jobs grow scar-
cer and scarcer and more and more work-
ers are thrown onto the scrap heap.

We have ‘consistently criticized the in-
excusable conducti of the official union
leaders. They have failed even to fight
for the demand for a 30-hour week with
no reduction in take-home pay — a de-
mand that has been an official plank in
the programs of many unions both CIO
and AFL, from the most advanced to the
most, reactionary.

ith unemployment already beyond
the six-million mark, the need is obvious-
ly urgent for the adoption of a broad so-

- cial program to cope with joblessness.

Coupled with the demand for the 30-hour
week, an indicated part of such a pro-
gram is the launching of large-scale pub-
lic works and housing projects under the
control of workers’ committees and with
the payment of full union wage scales.
Such a program can be carried out only
by mass action.

In view of the entire past record of the
union leadership, it would be the height
of folly to expect any initiative from
them in this connection. The initiative
must come from the ranks. It is the mili-
tant unionists in their respective locals
who must raise the issue and prepare the
ground for necessary actions.

Belgian Workers Oppose Leopold’s Remrn

. By Jack Meade

the industrialists

because taxes are lower and be

generally accepts lower

closer a manufacturer is to his

steel costs.

Kelsey-Hayes has moved to Me-
Keesport (a suburb of Pittsburgh)
for the sake of a tremendous
threefold “saving” for this bunch
of capitalists. They pay less for
the steel, lower taxes and lower
wages, and they pocket the extra
profits.

well organized that it paid some
of the highest wages and had just
about the best working conditions
in the Detroit area, laid off some
3,500 workers here when they
nmoved to Avons Lake, Ohio, Frue-
hauf is now getting about the
same production from 2,500 work-
ers in that area because it is able
to use the speedup and pay about
25¢ an hour less, and, to top it
off, does all this under a contract
with the UAW.

FORD’S PLANS

However, all this is overshadow-
ed by the Ford Motor Company’s
decentralization plans. Underly-
ing Ford’s decentralization pro-
gram is, first and foremost, the
desire to make more money by
“cutting costs.” Ford proposes to
do this by moving into lower wage

land, modern,

per man than at Rouge. Ford is
also building a steel plant at Buf-
falo to replace the Pressed Steel
building at Rouge. This will alse
give them extra profits because
it will be modern and closer to the
steel mills.

Up to mow this Ford program
has affected only a few of the
smaller units at the Rouge, such
as the Spring and Upset building
with 3,500 workers, who have been
dispersed throughout the Rouge
plant, and the Aluminum Foundry
which involved a smaller number

DETROIT — Since the war's
end there has been a trend among
in Detroit to
move their plants out. A rather
large number of these plants have
moved to tewns around Detroit,
frequently 70 to 80 miles away,

cause the UAW in these towns|ior the union in NLRB elections.
) wage
standards than in Detroit proper
(including BPearborn). Gar Wood,
which manufactures trucks and
garbage disposal units, is one of
the better known companies in

this group.

Another group of companies
represented by Kelsey-Hayes
Wheel Co. is moving completely

away from the Detroit area and
closer to the steel centers. This
movement. has been spurred by
the Supreme Court decision to the
effect that the cost of shipping
steel must be considered as part
of the price. Consequently, the| IMITATING GM

source of steel, the lower are his| centralization is to break up the

Fruehauf Trailer, which was so| made possible by the contractual

scale areas such as Cleveland and | ployees.
Canton, O. Ford is building a|yere affected by that strike na-
foundry and motor plant in Cleve-| tionally. Tt also had a tremendons

up-to-date plants influence on all business in the
which will give greater production | Detyoit area.

Why They Are Sl-nftm

ut of Detroit

of workers. But the new plans,
which affect the Foundry, Motor
and Pressed Steel units involve
some 30,000 workers — about half
of all the Rouge workers.

Ford has an agreement with the
UAW that its new plants will not
come under the contract until the
_lunion ean show a majority vote
Thus from the time new plants
are opened until an NLRB elec-
tion is held, the workers are com-
pletely at the mercy of manage-
ment, without any union protec-
tion at all. The Ford management
is left free to put the heat on the
workers for greater and greater
production and to get rid of the
more militant workers. When the
new shops fall under the union
contract, Ford obviously plans to
have the production standards
sky high and the more docile
workers in the new shops, who
can be pushed around more easily.

Another basic reason for de-

tremendous concentration of 60,-
000 workers at the Rouge plant.
Ford is here attempting to imi-
tate GM, where the whole weight
of the GM empire is brought to
bear against the workers in an
individual plant involved in a la-
bor dispute without affecting the
workers of other plants. This is

agreements with the union, and
the class-collaborationist policies
of the present UAW leadership.

In the spring of 1949 there was
the speedup strike at the Ford
Lincoln and Rouge plants. The
secondary leaderships and work-
ers at these plants asked Reuther
for strike authorizations to fight
the speed-up. Lincoln was grant-
ed that authorization but not the
‘Rouge workers, The situation be-
came impossible for the Rouge
workers. Thompson, president of
the Rouge Loecal 600, set a strike
deadline which put Reuther on the
spot, forcing him and the Inter-
national Executive Board to grant
the Rouge workers a strike au-
thorization. In a short time all
the rest of the Ford assembly
plants, supplier plants and car
dealers were laying off their em-
Over a million people

Decentralization will obviously
benefit Ford — but not the Rouge
workers. For should a similar sit-
uation again arise at Rouge, Ford
will be in position to increase
production at the Cleveland and
Buffalo plants and hold out in-
definitely agamst the Rouge work
ers — starving them into sub-
misgsion.

COUNTER-PROPOSALS

When the news of the new Buf-
falo and Cleveland plants became

the Ford workers. Thompson
wrote in the local union newspa-
per that a meeting of civie, busi-
ness and labor leaders should get
together and put pressure on Ford
to prevent this catastrophe to the
Detroit community. Such line of
reasoning is completely false be-
cause these so-called civie and
business leaders invariably line
up with the leading capitalists on
all erucial matters.

The secondary union leaders
are taking a more militant but not
completely correct position of
asking the Reuther leadership for
sirike action when Ford starts
moving the first machine out of
Rouge. By that time Ford will
already have sunk his two hun-
dred million dollar investment
into the new plants. A strike un-
der those conditions will obyious-
ly be much tougher, longer drawn
out, and harder to win than mili-
tant action would be now.

Through all these happenings
that so vitally affect the Detroit
workers, Reuther has remained
totally silent. The Detroit auto
workers will mnot forget this
strange silence while this threat
to their very existence hangs over
them.

Unemployment in
California Reaches
A Critical Stage

By Al Lynn

LOS ANGELES, March 18 —
California’s labor force dropped
“another 1,000” last month as the
State Legislature continued con-
sideration of special work pro-
jects to handle the growing wave
of unemployment. During the past
few months. Long Beach was
added to San Diego‘as a- potential
“emergency area.” The City of
Los Angeles requested that the
state take over a considerable
part of its relief load, which is
reaching a ecritieal .point. From
nearby Arizona reports‘have come
of starvation in the camps of the
agricultural  workers; similar
deaths were earlier reported in
the San Joaquin Valley camps.

The California Division of
Labor Statisties took satisfaction
in noting that the decrease of
1,000 in employments compdres
favorably with a’ decrease of
1,000 in  employment compares
was only 1.7% below Feb. 1949
whereas the continuous decrease
of the past few months has been
running 3.5 per cent below 1948
levels.

Present California unemploy-
ment is estimated at 460,000 as
compared to a labor force of
681,000 wage and salary work-
ers. The drop in employment from

publie, it caused a furor among

December to January was 20,400.

By' George Breitman

Albert Goldman has found a
new home — the New Leader,
journalistic meeting place of
hardened Social Democrats, capi-
talist politicians, union bureau-
crats, miscellaneous liberals and
ex-radical intellectuals who are
bound together by a common fear
of Stalinism and a readiness to
collaborate with any force, mno
matter how - reactionary, in the
struggle against it.

Goldman used to be a leader of
the Socialist Workers Party, and
was one of its 18 members who
were convicted under the Smith

his general skepticism about the

Act in Mi_nneapolis and sent 10|gsabby role in the Minneapolis
prison during the last war, When| .<o They hailed the conviction,

words of the editorial introduc-
tion to his New Leader article,
a man who had at one time “sin-
cerely and devoutly hoed in what
he thought were the lush gardens
of a new world, but who even-
tually discovered — as have so
ntany others — that heavy penal-
ties are imposed upon whoever
mistakes the mirage for the
reality.” So now he has a new ex-
planation — the imprisonment of
the 18 was due above all to “the

10

Communists!

THE STALINIST ROLE

As we have often shown, the
Stalinists played a thoroughly

they sabotaged the mobilization

ALBERT GOLDMAN FINDS A NEW HOME

“the clear and present danger”
was not applicable to the Smith
Act, upheld the conviction. An
appeal was then taken to the
Supreme Court. But that body
even refused to review the case.
“What explanation is there for
the gurprising attitude of the
Supreme Court?” asks Goldman.
He answers by recalling that
by this time the wartime allies]
in Washington and Moscow had
“vyery friendly relations” and
that the Stalinists and fellow
travelers had “great” influence
in the Roosevelt administration.
And so: : '

“The judges took the easiest
way out. They did not want to
reverse the conviction because
they did not want to displease

By Charles Hanley

Last week we wrote: “The Bel-
gian workers certainly will not
cease to be hostile to the royal
admirer of Hitler. . .” This has
proved to be true. Big strike
movements have broken out in
the industrial regions of Belgium,

workers. There is an economic|pressure
crisis in Belgiuni, and the Cath- |return and te force the
olics favor a
ment” to deal with this situation.
The Belgian Liberals are not|get back
really hostile to pro-fascist King
Leopold and they, too, stand for a
reactionary economic poliey; but

Fummer.

to prevent Leopold’s
f rn. s bour-
strong govern-|geoisie ‘into some deal with the
Socialist Party. Their aim is to
into the government

workers grew into the conviction| ot 15bor aid for the defendants
that they lacked the ability to

lines, he quit the SWP in 1946

refugees from Marxism. He quit the Smith Act last year.

of 11 of their own leaders under

i. e., mainly in Wallonia, as well | they do not wish to risk a civil
as in the port of Antwerp. war. The majority of their repre-
‘These strikes are the first sentatives in Parliament will in
major political strikes in West- all likelihood not vote for the

It i ir ai _|with the complaint that the

b oS i thew aim. o, aygtom Shachtmanites had not taken a To
sufficiently forthright position in
Norman Thomas’
candidacy in the last presidential

atically mobilize the working class
in an all-out effort to smash the
throne and to gain substantial |Support of
advantages for Belgian labor. The

denounce them for con-
tributing to the imprisonment of
the 18 is not only just, but
necessary. But Goldman does
more than that. He places on

they opposed and continue to op- Stalin and his friends; they did

reorganize society along socialist pose a pardon for the 18. Thus
they helped to create the pre-
and sojourned for a while in the| cdent which later boomeranged
Shachtmanite orgamzat.mn, the| oy them in the Foley Square trial
from which they were ousted last|overnight hotel for transients and

not want to write an opinion of-
fering reasons for holding the
Holmes doctrine inapplicable to
the Smith Act because that would
have constituted a sharp change
on the part of the liberal judges
from their adherence to that
doctrine.” That, he says, is why
they refused to hear the appeal.

MIRAGE AND REALITY

And so we can judge the na’cure
of the Social Democratic * reahtv
which Goldman embraced when he
abandoned the Marxist “mirage.”

suffered a heavy defeat in the
last parliamentary elections.) The
Catholic - Liberal cabinet had to
1esign because the Liberal min-
isters resigned.

‘'The Belgian proletariat is not
willing to accept a Leopoldist
regime of industrialists, bankers,
former friends of Hitler’s “New
Order,” Flemish clericals, and big
brass.

The present regime is of course,
completely at the capitalists’
service; but Leopold’s return
would encourage the capitalists
to go ' ahead with a more au-
thoritarian government, making
things easier for them in a period
of rising unemployment and grow-

mentary vote and would like the
King to abdicate in favor of his
son.

SEEK COMPROMISE

They avoid, however, any sharp
attacks on Leopold, because they
de not want to weaken the
monarchy. Some Catholic and

‘capitalists.

negotiate a face-saving compro-
mise: Leopold would be allowed
to return, but would have to im-
mediately abdicate in favor of his

weeks.

tion of Labor, through

“Committees of Action,” seek to|trying to set up

ing dissatisfaction among the

use the strikes as a means of lregimes.

have immensely Strengthened the | ophobes. His article on “The Corn-

Only a thoroughly organized| ,.,ves that he really belongs

powerful Catholie reaction. (It
was only the threat of a general
strike that prevented Leopold’s
return in 1945.) Much will depend
Liberal politicians are trying to|On the workers’ eventual demands |54 answered this question more
for bolder action and on their |{Lan once in the columns of The
initiative in the coming days and | pfilitant. He had explained, just

The final outcome of this strug- | imprisonment of the 18 was an

son. gle will also have some influence
The Socialist Party bureaucrats [on the situation in other West-

and those of the Belgian Federa-|ern European countries (France,|opposition to imperialist war and

their | Italy) where the bourgeoisie is |reaction.

“stronger”

ern Burope since 1945 which are | King's return if the strikes|RBelgian workers cannot ‘rely on |election. : Iso th i spon-
‘not led by the Stalinists. (The|d¢velop into something like a|ihese leaders who repeatedly be-| Now he has taken up residence tllfi}irittyaf?:; thee ir:;?—ji(;gn;:nlg Ef
Stalinist influerice has diminished | Prolonged general strike. They |{yayed them in recent years, and |With the New Leader con-|y "o " 4 ypug applies a coat
considerably in Belgium; they seek to postpone the parlia-|yho by their disastrous policy, fraternity of full-time Stalin-

forces ~who really bear

ti in i1
| munists and Civil Liberties” i ot

the March 11 issue of that paper

time ago.

question: Why were the 18 Trot-
gkyists sent to prison? Goldman

just barely mentioning the fac

ae we did, that fundamentally the ordered the indictment, and em

of all rancor,

effort by the capitalist class to

ry socialist R
intimidate revolutianary i tone on the Stalinists.

The Circuit Court, ruling tha

Now he is, in the

that it was Roosevelt himself who

ploying a mildness of tone, free
that contrasts
strangely with ‘his subsequent

But now Goldman has seen a|the Smith Act was congtitutional
new, light.

_nd that the Holmes doctrine on

of whitewash to. the capitalist|Tt’s true that he was unjustly
that

railroaded to prison, but with his
niew version of “reality” he is

Goldman knows that it is absurd|able at least to console himself
general strike can now defeat the |{here, as we pointed out a long[to blame the Stalinists for the|that it wasn’t really the fault of
indictment of the 18, which took!capitalist democracy; if not for
The article revolves around the |place during ‘the Stalin - Hitler |those Stalinists, the members of
Pact when the Stalinists were not|the Supreme Court would not have
at all popular in Washington. So|had a “surprising attitude”
he deals briefly with that stage,|the Minneapolis case would pre-

and

t|sumably have had a happy ending.

Goldman used to claim — rather
extravagantly — a monopoly on
“honesty” in the revolutionary
movement. At the present time it
looks as.though his chief claim
te distinetion in the house of the
t|New Leader will be an unsur-
passable proficiency at licking
the boot that kicked him.

Lewis’ Position On
Union Democracy

By Joseph Keller

The March 13 Militant discussed John L. Lewis’ opposition to
formation of American labor’s own party, as expressed in his March

Lewis believes in capitalism and offers no real solution to the
miners’ fundamental problem of unemployment and insecurity. There-
fore, he sees no need for labor to build its own party.

Together with his belief in capitalism, there is another decisive
reason why Lewis is opposed to freeing labor from its political ties
with capitalism and its parties, Democratic and Republican. He has
no faith in the ability o1 fitness of the working class to rule society.
He believes that the capitalist class alone is fit to rule and run so-
ciety — with the aid, naturally, of a few elite labor leaders.

Lewis does not say this, of course. But this attitude is clearly
implied in his answer to another question posed by Krock — the
question of the ability of the rank and file miners to make the right
kind of decisions inside their own union, their capacity to rule the
union properly. Lewis does not think the workers can be trusted
with demoeratic control of their own union, so he certamlv would
not entrust the contml of all somety to them.

Krock asked Lewis why, in some mine distriets, the miners are
not permitted to elect their own district officers. Lewis replied:

“In perhaps a dozen districts the miners do not choose their
district president and secretary. That is because these districts
showed a tendency to make poor choices and the national organiza-
tion decided its interest required that these officers be selected for
them until their choices could be more relied on.”

Trouble with ‘Benevoleni Despots’

Presumably, a “poor choice” is one who does not support every-
thing Lhat Lewis does or proposes, while a choice who can be “re-
lied on” is one who never criticizes or opposes Lewis. And if in
“perhaps a dozen distriets” the miners can be deprived of the
democratic right to eleet their own leaders, every other district ean
also be denied this right if, in Lewis” opinion, they make a “poor
choice.” In short, Lewis is here arguing against union democracy
and rank and file control of the union.

What he upholds, in effect, is the concept of the “benevolent
despot.” And like all such “benevolent despots” he justifies him-
self on the grounds that the people themselves — in this case, the
miners — don’t know what's good for them or how to get it. If
self-designated superior individuals don’t rule them “for their own
good,” they will easily fall prey to “bad” leaders.

One trouble with “benevolent despots” is that they are irre-
movable when they turn out to be more despotic than benevolent.
They are beyond control. If they prove to be less infallible than
they set themselves up to be, they cannot be replaced by better
leaders.

Let us assume — which is not the case — that Lewis himseif
is an ideal leader for the miners, infallible in his judgment and deci-
sions. Will he live forever? What kind of “benevolent despots”
will follow him? Will they all also be infallible? They will claim
so. But if the miners cannot be trusted to make “good choices,” how
will they ever free themselves from bad leadership, if such arise?
In view of the miners’ advances in the 'economic struggle for
wages and better working conditions under the leadership of Lewis,

torship” in the case of the UMW than.in other leading unions. But
Lewis himself would be the first to admit that the “benevolent des-
potism” of Philip Murray in the CIO and of types like William
Green in the AFL is a calamity. We have a first-class example of
this in their rejection of Lewis’ proposal for a common defense pact
of the big unions in strikes. Would such a pact be brushed aside
if the CIO and AFL ranks had anything to say about it?

Lewis himself, however, has not always proved to be the in-

fallible leader which his concept of umion rule presupposes. ‘There

was nothing in the defeats and decline of the United Mine Workers
from the first World War until the rise of the CIO in the middle
Thirties to prove his superiority over the collective judgment of the
miners. Even the latest mine struggle shows that when it comes

perior in judgment to the miners themselves.

The Miner’s Qualities
They displayed the initiative, independence and diseipline which

fight. Had they yielded to Lewis’ request to halt their spontaneous
walkout after Jan. 9 or followed his instructions to return to work

have lost or faced a more prolonged struggle with smaller gains.

It is not because of Lewis’ “benevolent despotism” but in spite
of it that the miners have made their gains. And these gains are
limited because the miners, so long as they lack real control over
their union, cannot fully discuss and come to grips with the basic
problems of capitalism. "RBhis requires the utmost freedom of thought,
complete understanding and self-initiative. For the great and ur gent
task of reorganizing society so that the workers won’t have to spend
so much of their time and energy fighting for small wage gains, it
is necessary to mobilize the whole working class. Here, even the
most “benevolent despotism” ig a towering obstacle to labor’s ad-
vance.

Within the framework of economic struggles for small and in-
secure gains, Lewis appears as a great and brilliant union general,

compared with such labor officials as Philip Murray, Walter Reuther 3

or Willfam Green. But he does not differ essentially from them
in his fear of the democratic rule of ‘the workers. Like them, he
does not really believe in the power of the working class.

And that is why a Lewis, in the end, can not offer the kind of
leadership and program that will fully emancipate the miners along
with the rest of labor. That is why a Lewis cannot rise to the stature
of a Eugene Debs, who was distinguished above all by ‘his profound

confidence in the abilities and capacity for self-leadership of the

rank and file,

It is this confidence in the working class that must be the
starting point for any leadership that hopes to rise above the limited
aims of the day-to-day labor struggle within the capitalist frame-
work and rally the workers to the vision and the achievement of the
better, the classless socialist, society.
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‘Morals Make the Headlineé Today

Truman OK’s the Hell-Bomb and sees salvation in the
“moral” regeneration of mankind.

Acheson preaches ‘“total diplomaey™” and extols the “mo-
rals” of U. S. capitalism, preparing atomic annihilation,

Preachers and politicians, liberals and Jim Crowers, re-
porters and professors vie with one another in raising aloft
the banner of “morality.”

What Are They ALL Really Trying to Cover Up?
READ:

Their Morals
- and Ours

By Leon Trotsky

A new edition of this Marxist classic just off the press
64 pages - 25 cents

PIONEER PUBLISHERS '

116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.

3 N: Y. Times interview with Arthur Krock. 'We pbainted out that.
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it is more difficult to show the disadvantages of “benevolent dicta-

to fighting for their own interests not even a John L. Lewis is su-

brought the victory. It was they who took the lead and forced the

when Truman invoked the Taft-Hartley injunction, the miners might
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Hell-Bomb warfare may end all life on earth,
warn the scientists who know. “You haven’t a
thing to worry about,” reply the militarists and
the doctors in their hire. There is a fighting
chance that Wall Street'may win a war one bomb
short of world annihilation; maybe you, having
worked in a lead-lined cave, will survive the
H-Bomb. What then?
~ The reassuring words spoken before the Joint
Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy by
Dr. Shields Warren on March 17 are something
to console you as you crawl from your shelter.
Survivors of atomic bombings, he assured, may
expect to have “a reasonably normal life,” assum-
ing they find some more survivors. “There was no
ground for fears that an atomic blast would cause
widespread sterility or other.debilities,” he says.
True, in addition to burns, you can expect “eye
cataraets, infections, anemia and a tendency to
bleed” — but why should that disturb you?

You will even,_be able to tell when to claw
through the rumgof your city to forage for food

— provided you haven’t lost your portable geiger-

counter. If it shows a green light, you're safe;
if the light is yellow, vou made a mistake; if
the light is red, the air is heavily radioactive
and your mistake is fatal.

Lucky you, the light was yellow, and you just
have a burn; nothing at all! As another man-in-
the-know has explained, “We are going to have
a terrific amount of skin burns” — a kind that
never heal. That was Rear Admiral Clifford A.
Swanson, top Navy doctor, . who told the House
Appropriations Committee how the Navy is
preparing for such things:

“We can take off skin, keep the skin for a
period of two weeks), and we have been able to
graft it back. Incidentaily, we have learned that
the skin does not die for several hours after the
death of the individual. .. A bone bank is another
recent development. Bones can be kept in-

“Nothing to Worry Aboutf!

By Ruth Johnson

definitely.” And finally, there’s “A blood vessel
bank, for the preservation of blood vessel seg-
ments.”

If these skin, bone and blood banks still stand,
and a- doctor has lived through the raid, he will
be able to patch you up. At least you now know
that capitalist warmakers are NOT wasteful;
taking a lesson from the meat-packing plants
they will use “everything but the squeal” from
the corpses of World War III. The bitter poem
beginning “The unkpown soldier, here 1 lie. . .
One man’s elbow, another man’s thigh,” will be-
come a living realty; the mutilated will become
a living patechwork of the dead.

Incidentally, the Atomic Energy Commission
hes developed a small and simple Geiger counter,
which could be sold for as little as $10 or $15 if
put into commercial production. A real bargain
at half the price.

I would have liked to end up on this note of
comfort, but it's not the last word in steps being
taken to improve our welfare. While Dr. Warren
and Dr. Swanson were uttering their words of
cheer in Washington, Secretary of Defense Loui
Johnson was in an optimistic mood in Ch'cago

Addressing the Irish Fellowship Club, Johnso:
boasted that American scientists are “develapin
brand new, unprecedented devices that challens
the existence of all known weapons.” If you thin’
the, H-Bomb is fearful — well! “The President’
dec.sion to proceed with the production of th
hydrogen bomb is but the most dramatic example’
of “technological advances,” said Johnson.

“I assure you that we are equally alert to
possibilities inherent in the biological and
chemical fields as well as in the radiological.”

So don’t worry about the H-Bomb; Truman’s
“welfare state” is hard at work to provide bigger
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Yugoslay Leaders
Deepen Exposure
Of Kremlin Crimes

(Cont. from page 1)

of the Soviet workers and of the
bureaucracy, which Djilas cited
The parasitic position of this
bureaucracy, as Trotsky explain-
ed since 1923, led to the national-
ist degeneration of the dominant
Stalinist leadership which, after
usurping power, destroyed the
great political and social achieve-
ments of the October revolution
and instituted the most savage
gictatorship against the Soviet
masses. It led also fo the policy
of collaboration with rworld im-
perialism. in which the workers
‘movement was converted from a
vehicle *of social revolution into
a pawn of Stalinist diplomacy.

PIYADE'S SPEECH

Additional evidence of this was
brought forward last week in the
speech of another Yugoslav
leader, Moshe Piyade, who re-
vealed that Stalin, far from

and better plagues or chemically produced disin-
tegration as alternative farewells from this
earth.

Jobn Crown, a World War II veteran and
paraplegic at Halloran Hospital, died a few weeks
‘ago. A few days later Howard A. Rusk, M.D.,
reprinted in his column in the Mar. 5 N..Y. Times
a letter which the young veteran had written in
1946 and which Rusk had printed at that time.

It was a truly moving document. “My physical
wounds are very small in comparison with my
spiritral wounds,” he wrote. “I have come back
from death to a world I no longer care for.”
After engaging in a struggle he thought would
save the world from tyranny, he now could “find
no peace in the world or in my country.

“Having lived close to death for two years,
the reasons why there is no peace seem in-
finitesimally flimsy. Russia wants the Dardanelles,
Yugoslavia wants Trieste, the Moslems want In-
dia, labor wants more wages, capital wants more
profif, Smith wants to pass the car in front of
him, Junior wants more spending money. To
these, I say, is it necessary to kill and cripple
human beings for these petty gains?

“Anyone who thinks a human body is so cheap
that it can be traded for a tract of land, a piece
of silver, or a few minutes of time should be
forced to listen to the moans of the dying night
and day for the rest of his life.

“All the troubles of the world originate in the
common man. The selfish and greedy ways of
nations are just the ways of each individual man
multiplied a hundredfold. When the morals of

the common man drop, so do the morals of the -

nation and of the world.

“As long as our individual morals remain at a
low ebb, so will be the world. . . If man wishes
peace again, he must return to the great Com-
mandment, ‘Love thy neighbor as thyself for the
love of God'.”

This-letter expressed the bitterness of the many
that cry out for a world of peace. Dr. Rusk uses
it to sanctimoniously recommend John Crown’s
plea for religion as the panacea for the ills of
the world. But the letter deserved a different
response. John Crown deserved to know the #ruth
about the war that killed him. It’s a pity he didn’t
get to know it. But since many anguished mil-
lions still alive think and feel as he did, it is
important that we spread the truth that he did
not learn. ’

He was able to see that human bodies are
traded for tracts of land and pieces of silver in a

,society where labor is pitted against capital and

nation against nation. But he was tragically
mistaken when he traced the world’s problems to
the evil in the common man. Because the world
today does not belong to the common man, It is
not run by the common man. It is not plunged
into bestial wars at his command.

John Crown’s Legaey'

By David Weiss

aiding the partisan struggle dur-
\mg the war, actually .refused
them assistance in their most
critical days in 1942 because of
his alliances with Western im-
perialism. Said Piyade:

“We know now that it was not
technically impossible to send us
assistance, but the Soviet gov-

The common man is like John Crown was. John

_ Crown did not share in the decision of nations.

He did not wish to kill and maim, nor be maimed,
nor die so soon. What did he want? A peaceful
and fruitful life. Enough of food and clothing.
‘A decent home. To marry. To raise his children
well. To do the work he liked. To learn and play
These things only does the common man desire
in every land. The world today has wealth enough
to provide !;hese things for every man.

But the world and its wealth belong to the few,
the rich, the big industrialists and financiers who
withhold the good things of life from the common
man and rule over him with their wealth. It is
the capitalists who pit man against man in the
struggle for the little that they leave for the
common man to live on. It is they who, in their
greed for more wealth and power, launch wars
and force the common man to do the killing and |
the dying.

Our nation consists of the rulers and the ruled.
But the rulers taught John Crown that a nation
is merely the individual man multiplied ‘many
times and he believed them. The N. Y. Times,

. which speaks for the rich, liked that in his letter.
He placed labor’s fight for wages, which is the
fight of the common man for the better life, on
the same level with capital’s fight for profit, which
leads to the misery of the common man. The
Times liked that too. He attributed the greed
and selfishness of the lords of wealth to all men,
including the most downtrodden and oppressed.
The Times found that worthy also. And finally
he asked that all men love one another. That,
above all, did the Times find good for the masters
always demand the love of their slaves, the
warmakers always seek the love of the victims
of their wars. .

The Times printed his leiter twice because it
was useful to the capitalist class. For it can con-
tinue to rule over the common man only so long
as it can deceive him. John Crown was one of the
deceived. Of all the wounds he suffered in body
and in spirit the deadliest were the lies they
imbedded in his brain. And now the deceivers
employ the words of the deceived dead to con-
tinue to deceive the living,

If we are to save the world from the most
hellish war ever envisioned, we must tear through
these lies. The common man must know the truth.
The great moral regeneration of the world for

which John Crown: yearned will not come until
the hundreds of millions of common men, armed
with the truth, will replace the rule of the
capitalists and begin to build a true brotherhood
of man.

' From the Yugoslav Press

The iielgrade daily Borba, newspaper of the
Yugoslav government, sharply challenged on Feb.
26 the extravagant clalms of the Cominform and
Soviet press on the beneficent and magnanimous

nature of the Kremlin’s recent treaty with China.

This treaty, far from being a “gift from heaven
to the Chinese people,” Borba points out, differs
actually “very little from the treaty signed by
the USSR in 1945 with Chiang Kai-shek.”

To the boast of Stalin’s Pravda that the Kremlin
had played a “decisive role” in assuring victory

. to the Mao Tse-tung regime, Borba correctly

counterposes the whole treacherous record. since
1944 of Stalin’s support to Chiang Xai-shek,
along the lines agreed upon with Washington and
London.

The South Manchurian railway never belonged
to Soviet Russia. The hullaballoo about the
“generosity” in returning it to China dénotes
thérefore, says Borba pointedly, “that in the
USSR it is not considared a normal state of
affairs to restore to others what does not belong
to the Soviet Union anyway.”

Commenting on the agreement to return Port
Arthur, Borba cites the fact that Moscow has
demanded and will receive indemnity for port
installations and other Soviet investments there,
whereas the treaty with Chiang provided for the
return of the port, after 30 years, without any
indemnities whatever. The Kremlin, it turns out,
treated Chiang in some respects even more
“generously” than Mao.

In conclusion: Borba salutes the heroic struggle
and victory of the Chinese people and asserts
that they are entitled to get not “symbolic aid”
but “important and substantial aid, from all of
Progressivé and democratic humanity.”

On Feb. 16 Borba, in a leading article, points
out that the real aim of the January Plenum of
the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Party
which condemned the policies pursued at the time
Dimitrov was alive was “to place Bulgaria in an
even greater economic and political dependence
on the USSR.

The titular head of the Bulgarian govelmment
Chervenkov, underscores Borba, admitted himself
that the prinecipal task of the Bulgar CP was to
“adjust the Bulgarian cconomy to the needs of
the USSR” and not” at all to the needs of in-
dustrialization, electtification and the welfare of
the people as a whole. .

Chervenkov insisted that there must be “at all
costs an increase of agricultural production and
the output of minerals and non-ferrous metals
for export.” All these items are the ones ex-
ported to the USSR. But Chervenkov “did not
utter a single word on the basic question, namely,
the policy of industrializing and electrifying the
country, the policy of building up the national
economy adopted by the Fifth Congress of Bul-
garian CP. In fact, this policy has been shelved.”

“All the deposits of iron, lead, zine, uranium
and the rich coal mines are being exploited for
export to the USSR. And it is done under the
supervision of Soviet technicians. Certain mines,
like the uranium pits near Sofia, are kept under
Soviet guard. The bulk of the coal production
is placed at, the disposal of Soviet foreign export.
Bulgaria is merely the titulal owner of the min-
eral wealth of the country. ¥

In agriculture, the situation is going from bad
to worse. “Between June and December of last
year only 12 peasant cooperatives were formed
in Bulgaria,”

ernment did not want to cause
bad relations with King Peter
Karageorgeovitch [supported by
British and American imperialism’
at the timel] and others because
the Russians had agreements
with him. . . We received material

" | ossistance - from them only in

OctoBer 1944 . . . but in that same
October they-agreed with Church-
ill on a 50-50 division of Yugo-
slavia into two spheres of in-
fluence.”

In deals with Churchill and
Roosevelt at the same time, Stalin
agreed to sacrlﬁce the workers’
struggles in Western Europe in
return for being auowed to
dominate Eastern Europe

HE MILITANT

Ultra-Modern Household Item

A small low-cost Geiger counter has been developed by the

Atomic Energy Commission to

from atomic explosions. Here AEC official John A. Derry shows
the gadget to Senators Knowland and McMahon. (See “Nothing
to Worry About” by Ruth Johnson, elsewhere on this page.)
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help civilians detect radiations

CHICAGO JIM-CROW MOBSTERS
FREED, JUDGE HITS VICTIMS

By Gordon Bailey
CHICAGO, March 20 — With a cynical statemert
charging the victims themselves engineered the Peoria St.
riot last November, Municipal Judge Joseph H. McGarry
last week fréed the final defen-&

dants charged with mob violence
against Negroes.

This decision, a slap in the face
to every minority ecitizen in
Chicago, climaxed weeks of legal
maneuvering in which. the 23
hoodlums originally booked were
freed one by one.

The Peoria St. incident oceurred
when a mob stoned a house where
Negroes were visiting and beat
up citizens who tried to defend
the. occupants. The riot aroused
widespread alarm and protest
throughout the city.

Judge MecGarry

claimed the

ship). The administration is
glrutting at the outecome and it
continues to ignore rumblings of
dissatisfaction among the work-
ers.

Conditions in the garment in-
dustry here have worsened since
last year. Some shops closed,
others moved out of town, unem-
ployment has hecome preSsing
and wage cuts have occuryed. The
membership is fearful of the
future, .

The Stalinists, silent for many
Years, put on a campaign to take
advantage of the existing situa-
tion. Their leaflets were factual

and to worry the administration,
which had taken the road of easy
“solutions” in granting “adjust-
ments” (wage cugs). Yet earlier
gains have been largely main-
tained. Their only answer to the
Stalinists was — red-baiting,.

enough to appeal to the workers’

Stalinist Comeback Aitempt Suffers
Rebuff in Philadelphia ILG Elections

By Rosalyn Leary
PHILADELPHIA — A strenuous comeback effort by

Stalinists in the Jocal ILGWU election last week brought
them a miserable 6% % of votes cast (4% %

of the member-

=

‘But the workers’ answer at the
polls shows that they haven’t
forgotten, for example, that the
Stalinists’ fake ery for democracy
was cancelled out by their own
record in office. The workers
remember the slanders, sup-
pression, discrimination and fines
against those who complained.
The gesture of a Negro eandidate
reminded the large Negro mem-
bership that shops under Stalinist
leadership are all-white. The
charge that the union had failed
to support the mine strike had
little effect in view of the Stal-
inists” own scabby role toward
the miners during the war.

The vote gave the ILG bureau-
cracy a victory. But the workers
arce less deluded. Their problems
remain. They want a change.
When a new leadership appears
they will act.

Peona St. affair was an “or-
ganized incident” and a “miserable’
conspiracy hatched and put inte
effect by a small but highly
mgapmed vocal group of sub-
versive agents, professional agita-
tors and saboteurs.”

The conspirators, he claimed,
were the occupants of the Peoria
St. house themselves! He alleged
their agents posed as neighbors
and whipped up the riot in order
to discredit the city government,
police and courts.

In reaching this astounding
the sworn evidence of the prin-
| eipal witnesses, Aaron Bindman,
owner of the Peoria St. house and
organizer for the International
Longshoremen’s Union, and Vie-
tor Lustwig, his associate. The
judge ignored their testimony, he
said, because of their “attitude
and demeanor” in court.

He also ignored the evidence of
the NAACP, the Urban League,
trade union Leaders and scores
c¢f other local organizations and
individuals who have been aroused
to action by the riot and other
attacks on minorities.

The judge’s decision has not
only left Chicago’s minorities
with no legal protection against
mob violence, but it has given
judicial encouragement to the
racist White Cirele League which
is circulating literature calling
for mob action to confine Negroes
to tenement-ridden ghettoes.

Marxists have long contended
that we cannot count on the
capitalist courts for protection
from reactionary and fascist
violence. This decision spells out

decision Judge McGarry ignored |

Pickets

DETROIT — Following a

portant union problems:

Of Lewi

NUMBER 13

What Chrysler

Think

Is’ Plan

re some of the answers given

by Chrysler pickets to questions concerning several im-

the Lewis offer of one million
dollars to help Chrysler strikers?
Answer: I don’t understand why
they turned it down. They tell |
Lewis the union has enough
meney, then when we want some |
of that strike fund, they can only
give you some when you are flat
broke.

Answer: It was an offer \that
un.on men ¢an be proud of.
Question: What do you think
of Lewis’ proposal for a “mutual
aid” pact? '
Answer: Lewis’ proposal is a
good thing. It is about time that
all the unions get together. The
manufacturers are united, the
unions should be united too.
Answer: The NAM is meeting
those boys are really
cticking together. What we need
ig a little solidarity like they've
got. Lewis has the real idea —
all labor helping one another.
Question: What do you think
of the one-at-a-time strategy?
Answer: The corporations are
‘determined to force every plant
cut on strike. They had a one-

Question: What do you think of ¥—

This showed the company the men
would fight for pensions, Then the
company gave in .on pensions.
They made us strike at Chrysler
{for pensions. They're going like
hiell at GM preparing to force a
sirike. The companies are de-
termined to force strikes, so what
the hell, we should close them all
down at one ime, and we could

| force them to their knees in a

week.
Answer: GM and Ford are
getting - ahead of  Chrysler .in

building cars. But I think we
would be better off to have one
contract for all the automobile
industry, and when we go .on
strike, all go out.

Question: What do you think
about the International’s new

at home’?

Answer: We don’t have the
the old days, but the membership
should come to the union office
and help win the strike. Besides,
the members should get the faects
from the union and not from the

month “speedup” strike at Ford.

newspapers and radio.

HEIGHTENED

By E.

DETROIT, March 19 —
relations reached an explosi

Ray Sandefer from Kentucky.

The Negro, a DSR passenger,
wa§ shot in  the. back several
times. Witnesses testify that
Sandefer deliberately emptied
his gun into the body of the aged
Negro as he lay prone on the
street.

This cold-blooded murder took
place in the heart of the densely
populated Negro section of East
Detroit. The news spread like wild
fire through the community.
Hundreds of Negroes gathered at
the scene in a situation wre-
miniscent of the outbreak of the
Detroit riot in 1943. Only Negro
motormen could operate street
cars in this section today.

‘Witnesses stated that leading
up to the shooting was an argu-
ment which began when the
vietim and his wife, Clara Jones,
boarded the car and the motor-
man closed the door on Mrs.
Jones’ leg. Sandefer, the motor-
man, claims that Jones drew a
knife on him. However the police
were unable to find a knife on

this lesson in letters every worker
can read. Only the militant action
of workers and minority groups
themselves, organized in defense |
guards and flying squads, can
effectively defend intended vic-
]1.ims of racist mob violence.

| the street car. Ancidentally Mrs.
Jones is being held in jail as a
police witness. !

| This murder of a Negro bv a
| couthern white comes on the
heels of a report by the Mayor's

the person of t}§slain man or in
h

DETROIT RACE TENSION

BY MURDER

Drake

-y
The tension of Detrmt’s race
ve point yesterday afternoon

when a 60-year old Negro, George Jones, was shot to death
by a white street car motorman, ®

.

inter-racial committee whose
chairman, George Schermer,
stated that Detroit’s racial ten-
sion had reached the riot level.
Recent incidents point to the
housing situation as one of the
basic causes of the race s:tuat:on
in Detroit. .

BASIC CAUSES

In the last few months one
home "has been burned down,
others stoned, and crosses burned
on lawns of Negroes. All this is
part of the program. to keep

“undesirables” out of white
neighborhoods.
The NAACP has correctly

pointed out.that these Ku-Kluxers
from the so-called “Better Neigh-
borhood Associations” are simply
carrying out the official and
stated policy of the Detroit hous-
ing commission and the present
city government,

Last week Rev. Robert Bradby
was fired from the housing com-
mission for opposing the policy
of segregation.

The NAACP has made it clear
at a hearing before the housing
commission that further racial
violence will be placed at the
door of the city government, be-
cause their policy on housing en-
courages such acts.

DETROIT, Mar. 19 — Unien
retreat — that is the meaning of
the revised Ford - UAW pension
agreement. The original agree-
ment was sold to the workers on
the ground that Ford would put
83/c. per hour per worker into
a trust fund for the next five
years. The new “clarified” agree-
ment states that Ford must put
834c. into a trust fund for 1950
— IF there is mo increase in
federal social security. In'other
words, the union ledders have
now accepted Ford’'s position that
no fixed hourly amount for pen-
sions was ever won or need be
contributed by the company fto
the trust fund.

As Reuther puts it, “All these
private pension plans ecan just
evaporate as far as we are con-
cerned when we get the kind of
Federal Social Security we want.”
All that was gained at Ford was
a pension guarantee for the dif-
ference between $100 a month
and what the government may
pay.

This being the ease, many
Chrysler unionists on strike two
months are wondering why they
walked out. For Chrysler had
offered similar $100-a-month pen-
sions before the strike, claiming
this would cost them only 3¢. an
iiour. The union struck for 10c.

their original 3c. offer. For of
what wvalue are related wunion
demands for a trust-fund or par-
ticipation in pension management
when the whole fund will disap-
pear after Congress passes new
cld-age pension laws?

But, unionists are asking, if
TAW leaders had set no sum-an-
hour payments in their Ford
agreements, why did they an-
nounce an 83/ c.-an-hour figure to
the membership? An early edition
of the Detroit Free Press on
March 17 throws some light on
this question: it was to help
Reuther “sell the program to'the
workers.” This comment, printed
without source, was left out of
all other editions. Evidently, the
corporation permitted the 83/ec.
announcement so that Reuther
might “sel] the program to the
workers” and the newspapers con-
cealed the shabby deal.

REARWARD MARCH

But retreat on pensions does
not exhaust the auto leadership’s
rearward march. For they have
thrown in the towel on Chrysler
contract demands as well. Again
net openly. The cover for this
is — arbitration. Reuther pro-
posed settling pension issues,
ending the strike, talking econ-
tract 30 days later, and then
arbitrating disputed questions.

an hour. Chrysler would readily
gettle the strike on the basis of

Lewis turned down in the coal
dispute. He would not permit
“three strangers” to set condi-
tions of work for miners. Arbitra-
tors have always ruled on major
disputes in favor of corporations.
The ecapitalist - minded college
professors and lawyers who are
usually selected as arbitrators
defend corporation ownership.
And the essence of this owner-
ship is to permit companies to
set work standards.

Proposed Chrysler contract
changes, however, have aroused
more enthusiasm and zeal than
pension demands. Even if a few
pennies are won for pensions,
unionists know, the present rotten
Chrysler contract permits the
company to recoup them 6ut of
the hides of men through speed-
up. The men know they won't
live to be 65 if they don’t have
decent . conditions of work. To
propose arbitration where such
issues are at stake is a callous
disregard of the membership’s
needs.

These union retreats on pension
and contract battles make a strike
at GM all the more likely. For a
corporation, seeing a union in
retreat, becomes more aggressive
and deals it all the harder blows.

GM, it is an open secret, is

week to stockpile in preparation
for strike.
But why the retreat on the part

the most powerful in the country?
The answer lies in the “soft”
sirategy of the present leader-
ship. In the face of a united Big
Business attack, Reuther con-
ducts a one-at-a-time strike
policy. Instead of uniting all Ford,
Chrysler and GM workers in a
joint offensive-defensive alliance;
instead of accepting the $1,000,000
offer of Lewis for assistance;
instead of calling upon the other
basic unions for a united strategy
to win mutual demands, Reuther
sends in one platoon at a time
to be worn out and demoralized
by the united enemy.

REUTHER’S FAULTS

It is’ common knowledge that
Chrysler was wearing out strik-
ers in order to weaken the
demands of union negotiators at
Ford, and that Ford negotiators
knew any settlement made by
them would have a direct bearing
on Chrysler. Neither offered
more, but rather less, thadn the
very minimum that the steel
workers had won earlier.
The second weakness of Reuth-

er lies in his tacties. No picket

¢f a union once recognized as|-

Ford Pact Weakens Chrysler, GM Fights

tancy and little morale. Reuther
runs on his merry way without
membership control.

Third, Reuther rrelies on the
government to win demands, and
evades militant action. He sets up
“citizens committees” and seeks
aid of government mediators. He
does everything but rely on the
power of his entire union in
alliance with other unions. He
gives up two-thirds or three-
quarters of his demands before a
strike is even called.

To arouse the aute union and
revive its power of 1937 when it
faced confidently and boldly the
combined strength of auto barons,
government and scabs, a new
policy is needed. First, the union
must institute industry-wide bar-
gaining. One of the demands on
Chrysler and GM must be for a
common contract termination date
with the Ford agreement. Such a
gain would place the union in a
strong position for bargaining
when the Ford agreement ex-
pires.

Second, no contract arbitration.
Arbitration has lost Ford work-
ers a paid lunch period, and given
the company the right to set
production standards at will.
Third, complete reliance on the

militaney of labor. Fourth, no
reliance on government. Agencies

lines at Chrysler, virtually ne

Arbitration was precisely what

operating six and seven days a

membership meetings, no mili-

of government act only to weaken
demands of workers.

*

g Jaﬁu it o

policy to ‘be militant by staying °

problem of scabs like we had in.

&
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