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RAILROAD WOR RS FIGHT FOR JUSTIC

~ Of Rail

Trumcm -- Servant

By The Editor

Barons

For the second time in seven weeks, members of the Brother-
hood. of Railway Trainmen have tied up the railroad system.

The rail workers did not launch this struggle lightly. They|

kriew that President Truman would threaten them, and try to carry
out his threats; they knew that the government would brand them
as “traitors”; they also knew their leaders did not have the stomach

for such a fight.

But ‘they -have 'dared everything because they know their cause
is absolutely just. While other rail workers have the 40 hour week,
the -operating brotherhoods have to work any and all hours' at
straight time. While other workers have received two wage increases
in:the past two years, they have received none. The machinery of
the Railway Labor Act, a special railroad slave labor law, hag
stalled their demands for almost two years, Small wonder the
railroad workers. are out of patience!

Truman Is Their Enemy

23 'I"jge railroad workers know Truman as their enemy. It is clear
to them that if he were on their side he could easily force a decent
agreement based on the unions’ demands. But instead, Truman has

used his power to back the companies; he “seized” the roads, and
then . appointed railroad executives te high military rank to run

the roads and rake in the profits.

. Let the .labor leaders explain why Truman does not appoint
some switchmen and trainmen to the rank of Colonel and let them
operate the lines. Why doesn’t he turn over the huge profits to the
unions for welfare, hospital care, medical aid, and educational

purposes?

Because Truman, the government he heads, the Army he com-
mands, the courts he appoints, are not the servants of the people.
They are the agents of Big Business: They are all in league against

laubor'

A Fight Against Odds

The railroad workers are struggling against great odds. Thelr
greatest obstacle is their own leadership, which called Truman

"st.nkebreaker number 1" in 19486,

then backed him for President in

1948 and begged him to “seize” the lines last August. These same
l‘egders keep the rail unions divided along craft lines. It will be
difficult for one craft, in a spontaneous struggle, disconnected and

without real organization, to win

a complete vietory. "

The railroad workers are trying to emulate the militancy of the
miners. To do this, they need a unified national organization which
will consolidate all the operating crafts into one mighty striking

force.

‘" But even with their handicaps, the railroad workers can win
this fight if all labor rallies to their cause.

|Lowest 'I'néonies '
| Face 20% BWSt"

Millionaires 3. 5%

Truman’s “pay-as-you- go” tax |
program. will take another $10
billion from the purchasing power
of the American people. For the
low-income earner it is a “pay-
through-the-nose” program. The
workers do the paying to make
Wall Street’s war machine go.

As detailed by Secretary of the
Treastiry Snyder, the latest tax
extortion will ‘increase income
taxes in the lowest brackets by
another 20 per cent. What the
government doesn’t withhold from
your pay, it will rake off from
what you buy thru excise taxes on
hundreds of manufactureﬂ com-
modities. :

SOAK THE POOR
The tax program is designed,
Snyder admitted, to bear most

‘heavily on the small taxpayers,

those with annual incomes: under
25,000 — the 83 per cent of tax-
payers who receive only 58 per

cent of taxable income. “This con-

centration of income must be
tapped if the tax is to raise
enough revenue,” Snyder declar-
ed. He did not speak of the real
concentration of wealth in- the

‘hands’ of the top tenth -of the 17

'er cent of taxpayersiwho get 42
per cent of the country’s taxable

‘income,

"To make his new :tax - bill
palatable, Trtiman -has again
throwh in a proposal for in-
creased corporation incomes taxes
— though even he asks that only
30 per cent of the $10 billion in
new taxes come from. corpora-
tions. But ‘Truman proposes and
Congress disposes. The 81st Con-
gress cut in half the - excess-
profits portion of his previous tax

(Continued on page 4)

EISENHOWER EUROPE TOUR STAGED
'TO SELL TOTAL MILITARISM HERE

By John G. Wright

_General of the Army Dwight
D. Eisenhower has gone to Europe
and come back to perform his
real job. It is to sell the American
people a program of total mobi-
lization for total war. In this way
the American imperialists also
hope to solve the constitutional
crisis. Neither the Prussian nor
the Japanese War . Lords ever
dared to project so sweeping a
program of ‘militarization as the
one Eisenhower came back from
Europe to sell.

In his public statements, Eisen-
hower .evaded every issue but one.
He misrepresented his trip — a
~ staged affair from the word go;

he painted up the mass reactions

in Europe to his trip which
actually were ‘neutralist” or
hostile;. he refused to tell even

Congress the gist of his talks
* with the European militarists,

refusing so much as. “to mention

my. several conversations in Ger-
many.” But under the cynical
formula of inspiring *“unity of

free men” and doing it by U.S.
setting the example, Eisenhower

did spell out the program of the

all-out war effort, “the first

“priority,” as he put it.

SKY THE LIMIT

“We must by example,” Eisen-
hower told Congress and later
repeated in his even more evasive
“Report to the Nation” over the
radio, “inspire and insist and get
everybody to do his maximum.

To do what? To build “a grea,t
mobile powerful reserve, ready to
support our policies, our rights,
our interests, wherever they may
be endangered in the world,”
announced Eisenhower, adding
“and we must do it quickly.” The
sky is obviously the limit for this

“great mobile .powerful® war
“reserve”  which  Eisenhower
demands.

“This: “great inspirational lgad—

er” is touted in the press as having
gone to Europe to study condi-
tions at “first-hand.” His whole
junket to Europe took a little
mare than two weeks, a con-
siderable part of which had to be
spent in travel, even if by air. He'
visited 12 capital cities where he
talked to none but the top gov-
ernment dignitaries, local brass
and capitalist tycoons. At each of
his stops he held one, two or more
press conferences; attended sev-
eral banquets; and as for the
“ceremonial  visits”  to local
notables, these were not few or
fleeting, either. And how much
time ‘did he spend in secret
confabs? Of these Einsenhower
himself has inadvertently ad-
mitted there were “several” in
Germany alone,

TRIP A HOAX

In this two-week whirlwind of
publicity blasts, banquet gab-
fests, - ceremonial mumbo - jumbo
and secret plottings there couldn’t
bhave been any room whatever for
“first-hand study” or any “con-
sultation” of the European peo-
ples. Not only couldn’t there be
room for this; there wasn't; nor
was there intended to be. The
‘whole trip was a qelibernte hoax
designed to set the stage for
Eisenliower’s big selling job —
right here at home. And the most
cynical role in this stage-play
was executed by this general who
poses in public as a model of
honesty and integrity, of wisdom
and moderation, etc.

This militarist now wields
power no Prussian or Japanese
War Lord has ever wielded. “No
other American, even including
Secretaries of State, has had
quite the power to make or break
this country’s foreign relations
that has been conferred, again by
(Truman’s) formal directive, on
General of the Army D. D. Eisen-
hower,” report the®Alsop broth-
ers, columnists who have pipe-|*

It

still

lines to both Capitol Hill and the
Pentagon.

RESOLVE THE “DEBATE”

. Eisenhower is “the political and
military = arbiter . of the entire
(war) program,” says Arthur
Krock, head of the N. Y. Times
staff of political experts, who
then goes on to gloat that Eisen-
hower had no trouble at all in
selling Cofigress the shipment of
American troops and arms to
Europe. “In his extemporaneous
report to an informal meeting of
the Senate and ‘House last Thurs-
day he (Eisenhower) removed

any important 'threat to- the
enterprise,” says Krock.,

This “arbiter” and “ma-n of
power” has also — “extem-

poraneously” — sold Congress the
unpublicized  part of his
entire enterprise, namely, the
draft of 1B-year olds, the labor
draft and the rest'of the “maxi-
mum-effort” war program which
he blandly outlined as a prospect
for the next “20 or 30 years.”

It is ‘on this basis- that the
American capitalists hope to bring
to a close their “Great Debate”
and .to establish what ' their
journalists ‘now call a “new na-
tional unity.” Their motto now is
“Leave it to Eisenhower!” But
the biggest job remains still to
be done.

The American -people are still
to-be sold Eisenhower’s real bill
of goods. Will the. American
mothers and fathers and. their
sons also agree to.leave it. to
Eisenhower? If they do, the mili-
tary boot will be firmly planted
.on their nécks, We are confident
that not even a legion of Eisen-
Lhowers will ever succed in such
an enterprise — provided our peo-
ple, and, before all, American
labor, are aroused to the terrible
danger and conspiracy of the im-
perialists who have now pushed
Elsenhower to the fore as-their

‘man of the hour.”

Poor”’

sks 10 Bllllons More
S oalt-tl‘le"

Taxes
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The Snc:al!st “Workers Party has |
annmmcéd' a “coasf-to-coast tour

Hansen, SWP ¢andidate for U.S.
‘Senator in the 1950 New York
“eélections. .The tour, beginning
Feb. 23 in New' Haven, Con-
necticut,’ will - feature a talk on
the war crisis titled: “America
and the World Crisis.”

The speech will deal with the
important questions in the “Big
Debate” over U.S. foreign policy
arising out of the American in-
tervention

point oflvlew to the publie.

TROTSKYIST "'ANSWERS

* Hansen will give thé Trotskyist
answers to- the eritical problems
in the minds ‘of, the workers. He
will' make ‘- clear 'why the U8
troops 'are- in. Korea, rthe- true
relationship between China and
the Kremlin; he will analyze the
meaning of the Asian Revolution
to America, and expose the real
purpose - behind ‘plans to rearm
Europe; Hansen will also’ explain
the - home-front. consequences of
war .plans as.they affect demo-
cracy and living: standards, and

of all ‘party branches by Joseph |

in the Korean Civil |
War, and brmg the Trotskyist |-

‘schedule’

w1ll pose the socialist alternative
to capitalist militarism.

Joseph - Hansen -was Horn 40
years ago in Salt Lake City,
Utah. In 1936 he served as
Associate Editor of The Voice of
the Federation, official newspaper
of the® West " Coast maritime
vnions. In 1937 he became secre-
tary to Leon Tretsky in Mexico
City, and was there when &
Stalinist agent assassinated
Trotsky in 1940, .
BIGGEST VOTE GETTER

As senatorial candidate of the
SWP in New York in 1950
Hansen was the ‘biggest Trot-

Se# Page 2 for the complete
of _ Joseph Hansen's
coast-to-coast tour.

skyist . vote - getter. in the state
campaign..

He is the author of numerous
pamphlets on labor and socialist
guestions: “Wall Street’'s War —
Not Ours,” “American Workers
Need a Labor Party,” “The So-
cialist Workers Party — What It
Is — What It Stands For.”

Hansen is a regular contributor

1sen ' to ' Tour Coun try
Analyzing World Crisis

to The Mll]tant and Fourth In-
ternational.

The Militant will carry detailed
information on the dates and
places of Hansen’s speaking
engagements from week to week.
Further information may be
obtained by writing the Socialist
Workers Party,
Place, New York 3, N. Y.

J ObEPH HANSEN

116 TUniversity.

Slck and Tired of Govi.

Run-Around, Men Demand
40-Hour Week, Living Wage

By Joseph Andrews '
Feb. 8 — The “sick report” walkout of railroad yard-
men went into its 9th day as members of.the Brotherhood '
of Railway Trainmen demonstrated their rebellion against

the’ two-year stall of their com- ™

pletely justified demands.
President Truman, who has it

within his power under the

“seizure” of the lines to force

the companies to come to an|:

agreement, has centered all his

|Price “Control”
Body Stripped of

Power to Enforce

The Office of Price Stabiliza-
tion has no enforcement powers
whatsoever. No matter what kind
of “price control” regulations it

_issues it can do nothing to force

compliance or punish violators.
This was revealed last week in-a
dispute within the war mobiliza-
tion agency over the powers of
the new price®*‘stabilization” of-
fice.

Charles E. Wilson, Director. of
Defense Mobilization, has decided
that , price - ceiling .enforcement,
under the Defense Mobilization
Act, is the authority exclusively
of the Department of Justice. Any
complaints_of price-control viola-
tions must be turned over for
action to the Justice Department.
This guarantees little ' enforce-

ment because of the long legal

process involved.

CAN ONLY “SNOOP”

Senator Maybank, chairman of
the Senate Banking Committee
and * the Joint Congressional
Economic Watchdog Committee,
stated that the OPS could only
“investigate” price violators and
black marketeers. He added that,
unlike the former OPA, the new
“price control” agency does aot
have authority to compel suspect-
ed -violators to s-how it their
records. . It can “investigate”
pw\rrdod it doesn't “snoop,” sald
Maybank.

Of course, Maybank is all for
turning enforcement dver to the
FBI snoopers. But, then, the FBI
is" too busy tapping telephone
wires, rifling mail boxes, and
trailing “suspects” in -its search
for “subversives” to have the
time or forces to expend on price-
control enforcement.

However, enforcement is really
not much of a problem anyway
because there are no specific price
ceilings and most foods and rents
are exempt- from all control.
Moreover, Economic Stabilizer
Fnc Johnston said on Feb. 7 that

“necessary adjustments” will con-
t.mue to push prices up until

“mid-summer.”

fire upon the union, which he
charged has “acted in bad faith”
by refusing to accept governmént
mediators’ proposals for settle-
ment.

Truman appointee Charles E.
Wilson, Big Business head of war
mobilization, had the gall to
slander the rail workers’ patriot-
ism in a national radio broadcast.

The Federal courts in Chicago
pushed contempt proceedings

‘| against union heads, trying to

implement forced-labor
tions.

THE WORKERS ANSWER

injunc-

The answer of the workers was

typified by the remarks of one
railroad worker quoted in the
N. Y. World Telegram, Feb. 3:
“President/ Truman put the
skids under us in 1946. We tried
to strike and we were told to get
back to work or be drafted.
They're always talking patriotism
when something like this comes

along. But let me tell you, broth- -
er, these guys are just as patriotic

as anybody else.
“Take my case,”

my wife the same paycheck I
gave her two years ago.

over the head -with one trip' to

the. butcher shop. We work a 56-
time,
No - Sundays or

liour week at
$§12.26 a day.
holidays off.”

straight -

If Truman were seriously con-
cerned with the "effects of the:
walkout on the military
he could settle the
miner's

rail
situation,
dispute as he did the
strike in 1949 after government
seizure. After every attempt
made to force the miners back to
work proved unsuccessful, the gov
ernment mediators ordered a wage
increase acceptable to the union.

TRUMAN’S FORCED LABOR
But in the railroad dispute,

Truman has taken ad\eantage of | :

the eraft division in the rail
unions, the lack of militant leader-
*ship, and the cover of the Korean
war to try to force the workers
to work against their will with-
out a decent wage and hour
agreement.

Thus, W. P. Kennedy, Presi-
dent. of the Brotherhood of Rail-
way Trainmen, stated, “Steel-

workers, auto workers, common

laborers, in fact most other work-
ers have received four wage in-
creases and some a fifth since the

end of the war. Trainmen have
had three. Their last pay hlkc-

was in October, 1948,

“In contrast to this, the rail-'

(Continued on page 4)

* By Joseph- Keller -

If ~justice were truly served,
Alfred 'Krupp would “have died
beéside *Hitler — and each at the
end of ‘a rope. 'Indeed, Krupp
would have mounted the gallows
first, for 'in- reality he was the
master and Hitler the " servant.
Krupp and his fellow industrial-
ists "and’ bankers financed the

the German labor movement and

-‘working tlags, His vast' Ruhr war
industiies armed' Hitler's Wehr-

from -German’
slaughter- of tens of millions.

A MONSTER FREED

This- capitalist monster Krupp
— in the interest of whose class
the Nazis tortured and murdered
millions of German workers along
with a host of .other victims — is
today- alive and free, his confis-
cated properties restored to him,

German ‘capitalist class and its
Bonn government..

Nazis t6' power-in order-to ¢rush.

atomize the revolutionary Gérman |

macht and reaped untold profits |
imperialism’s,

hailed as a “national hero” by the,

His rele_ase on Feb. 3 from_

Landsberg Prison, along with 28
other Nazi murderers, including
six fellow-directors of the Krupp
armaments works and four . of
Hitler's generals, was the oceasion
of a festive celebration. Rejoicing
capitalists, -Bonn officials . and
other ex-Nazis met him at the

prison gates. He was “escorted

quickly to the biggest hotel in
town,” reports Jack Raymond in
the. Feb. 2 N. Y. Times, where he
was “‘guest. of honor” at a
celebration, breakfast .which “in-
cluded champagne” and was
“greeted. like a returning na-
tional hero.” He disclosed that he
“intends to take up where he left

| off .as head of the vast iron, steel

and coal empire of the Ruhr.”

SLAVE LABOR BOSS .
Krupp is now free “to take up
where he left off” through an
“act of clemency” by Gen. Thomas
‘T. Handy, United States Com-
mander in ‘Chief in Europe, and
John ‘J. MecCloy, United States
High Commissioner for Germany.
‘His original sentence ‘to 12 years
imprisonment on a charge of em-

prloying and brutally abusmg‘
hundreds of thousands of .slave
laborers was reduced ‘to “time
served” — less than three years,
More than a desire to “temper
justice with merey” prompted
Washington to order “clemency”
for Krupp and his fellow crimi-
nals. This is a deliberate political
demonstration timed in connection
with two major developments:
(1.) the U.S. campaign to secure
Bonn’s agreement to supply Ger-
man. armed forces for Eisen-
hower’s *“Atlantic Pact” army;
(2.) the threat of a general strike
by.a million organized Ruhr steel
and. coal-mine workers which has
wrung from Chancellor- Adenauer
a-promise to support a bill grant-
ing -“co-determination” — 50 per
cent  representation in manage-
ment — to the workers in West
Germany’s steel plants and coal
mmes

AID TO CAPITALISTS
Through the demonstrative re-
lease of Krupp, chief figure of the
Geérman - armaments ' industries,
Washington holds out the promise

of great rewards to the German
capitalists for their “co-opera-
tion” in rearming Gérmany as an
ally of the Western powers and
converting their industries into
an arsenal for the “West Euro:
pean” army.

But - Krupp’s release signifiés
much more. It is intended as a
declaration, howeveir symbolic in
form, of Washington’s support for
German capitalist resistance to
German labor’s pressure for an
“equal say” in the control and
management of industry.

Wall Street imperialism looks
with trepidation on the German
labor movement’s offensive
against capitalist “rights of man-
agement.” Thus, Earl Bunting,
managing director of the National
Association of Manufacturers, on
Feb. 4 issued to Heinz L. Krekeler,
German consul general in New
York, a stern warning against
*co-determination.” Bunting wrote
that “American investors _are
watching the developing situation
with increasing concern” and that
“if the German economy expects
American capital investments . . .

reed Krupp ‘Takes up Where He Left ot

it may find that the existence of
a co-determination law is a'seri-
‘ous roadblock.” Threats as well as

“clemency” are being used to '

stiffen German/ rulmg—class op-
position to 'Gérman
demands.

WORKERS “MAIN ENEMY”

Bunting’s statement ]mlps ill
minate the motives behind Wash-
ington’s moves in Germany, par-
ticularly the “act of clemency”
toward Krupp, the Ruhr arm:
ments baron. This act, coinciding:
with the upsurge of the Ru
workers, indicates that Washing-
ton desires to rearm German
capitalism first of all against the
German working class—the “main
enemy.” In this, the U.S. capital-
ist’ government- agrees with the
Bonn government of the Krupps,
whose Minister of the Interior Dr.
Lehr recently told a meeting of
German businessmen: “We need
an army not merely for defense
sgainst the East but also. for
defense against . the - excessive
wage demands of ‘thé trade
umona »

A

he continued. |
“My rent’s' $86 a month. I give

And
don’t forget, you can knock-a 10

. labor’s |

b
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(During the 1950 Detroit election campaign, Howard Lerner,
Socialist Workers Party candidate for governor of Michigan, was
denied equal time on television broadcasts with the Democratic and
Republican ecandidates.

After protests to the Federal Communications Commission, the

Detroit SWP was finally granted a half hour on television station|

WXYZ in Detroit, Sunday, Jan. 28, to present its views on the

| major questions of the day.

Commenting on the television program, a Militant reader from
Detrolt wrote: “Watchmg the faces of comrades and visitors in
the SWP hall, viewing the TV program, it was clear why the
bosses don’t want the ideas of genuine Matxian socialism spread

among the millions who listen to radio and watch television.”

The program took the form of an interview between Brewster
Detrmt Free Press city edltur, and Howard Lerner,
spokesman for the SWP. Followmg is the text of the TV inter-
view:)

Basic Party Aims .

QUESTION: Would you mind telling the listening audience

E _ what the basic aims of your party are?

ANSWER: I have here (exhibits 1948 Election Platform) the
1nt1al program of our party as published in 1948. It states:
e Socialist Wotkers Party alone consistently and uncondition-
ally champions the interests of the workers in their strugg'las

. against capitalism. This goal is expresséd and concretized in. . .

the mobilization of the masses for a Workers and Farmers Govern
ment.

“Such a government, based on direct representation fron
democratically elected councils of workers, farmers, housewives,
soldiers, and mmonty groups, will initiate the reign of real and
complete democracy in every sphere of life. It will take over the

.means of production, expand and -coordinate them in a planned

economy, and create the conditions for permament prosperity. Its
victory will bring peace and harmony to the United States by
doing away with the material cause of class divisions and therefore
of class conflicts. The victory of socialism in the most powerful
country will serve as an inspiring example to be quickly followed
by the rest of the world.”

QUESTION: In what basic ways does your platform differ

from that of the Socialist Party?

ANSWER: The Socialist Party of today has nothing in com
mon with Eugene V. Debs’ party except the name. It has betrayed
his ideas. As counterposed to Debs, it supported the Second World
‘War, whereas Debs went to prison epposing the First World War
We continue in the tradition of Debs by opposing capitalist war

Debs also opposed capitalist-minded and reactionary umion bu-
i‘eancracy. He fought throughout his socialist career against the
conservative and treacherous union leaders. But the Socialist Party
of Norman Thomas is cheek by jowl with modern so-called “labor
‘statesmen,” who have joined every hack capitalist politician who
announces he is a “friend of labor.” In this respect, we, too, fol-
low. in the tradition of Debs by remaining independent of politicians
of the two capitalist parties, the Republican and Democrat.

QUESTION: {&re you in favor of the Stalin setup in Russia?

Opposition to Stalinism

ANSWER: We are unambiguous opponents of the Stalin regime
in Russia and Stalinism the world over.. As a matter of fact, we
opposed Stalinism when it was fashionable in liberal circles to extol
and whitewash its crimes, when books and moving pictures repeated

* his lies — for example Davies’ book “Mission to Moscow” later

made into a movie.

.. . As against monolithic control, we favor the broadest form of
workers democracy, rule by the people through freely. elected coun
cils, workers’ management in mduatry, and not only a reaffirmation

of basnc freedoms of the Bill of Rights, but their extension through

the achievement of industrial democracy. y
We were and continue to be staunch defenders of the Russian

Revolution of 1917 which kicked out the landlords, gave land to|’

peasants, kicked out the capitalists and abolished private ownership
of the means of production. We think this kind of economic setup
constitutes the basis in Russia and the rest of the world for a

. truly cooperative system.

QUESTION: How do you propose to achieve your aims in thi
country?

ANSWER: My party supports the views pubhshed in thi

‘newspaper and magazine. (Displays The Militant and Fourth Inter
. national). But above all, we will gain support by participating i

the labor movement and other progressive movements. By building
a political movement — a mass socialist movement. This will oceur
not primarily because of persuasion, but because the demands o
life will push the American people in the direction of our Marxis
jdeas. This process will win for us the support of the majority
of people.

As illustration of what I mean, let’s Yook at indv~"Yial union
ism. Socialist pioneers such as Debs and Big Bill Haywood ad-
vocated industrial unionism for many years. Finally, their ideas
were concretized in the creatioh of the huge CIO. The idea they
originally advocated became realized when conditions of life pushed
the American workers in that direction.

QUESTION: How do we know that if a socialist government
is established in this country, it would be any more democratic
than the Stalin government in Russia?

ANSWER: The Stalin dictatorship stems from specific his-
torical conditions. Russia was one of the most backward countries
in Europe in 1917. Moreover, the country was devastated and ruin-

. éd by three years of imperialist war and three or four years of civil

1 {»eople’s opinions on war. Were this dbne in the case of Korea,

E———

Let the People Vote

QUESTION: What is your party’s position in the current
war crigis?
ANSWER: We feel that the Korean war was declared
~in violation of the econstitution, which gives Congress the
power to declare war, not the President. The fact that he
took the power to make war indicates how far the country
has. drifted toward a dictatorship.
i Those who must do the fighting and dying should have
' the right to declare war. The Ametican people should have
. the right to vote on this question. If elaborate machinery is
invoked to elect dog-catchers, certainly it is not too much to
ask that the same machinery be invoked to ascertain the

1 feel sure American troops would not now be lying there
dead.
I further think that American troops ought to be with-
* drawn from Korea. Just as we did not want intervention in
- the American Civil War, we should let the Koreans settle
their own problems.
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SWP Spokesman Lerner -

QUESTION:
is your background,
Lerner?

ANSWER: I served on
the first executive board of
Ford Loeal 600, UAW-CIO,
and am a charter member
of that local. 'On the mili-
tary side, I spent four years
in the army — in England,
Africa, Italy, France and
Germany. Politically, I was

candidate for Mayor of De-
troit in 1947, and for Gov-
ernor of Michigan in 1948
and 1950, both times on the
Socialist Workers Party
ticket.

Just what
Mr.

HOWARD LERNER

war and foreign intervention. All this made for. great scafcity
This was reinforced by a long tradition of primitive backwardness
and czarist dictatorship.

Consequent impoverishment of the population, absence of neces-
sary industry and advanced economy on which to begin building

“"Presents Program

a pawn of the American ruling class. It supported both world wars
the Marshall Plan, the Korean war. As Socialists, we draw a
dividing line. Suppoit of imperialism means giving up elementary
economic interests of workers, it means acceptance of the wage
and man-power freezes, and no-strike pledges.

o While we defend unions, we oppose those policies and practices
inimical to the interests of union members.

QUESTION: Do you support the union’s political campaigns as
expresseéd by the ClO-PAC and the AFL-LLPE?

ANSWER: The idea of organizing labor as an independent
group meets our _hearty approval. But this has been perverted
by labor leaders into supporting the Democratic Party or into
voting for “friends of labor.”

QUESTION: What is your party’s opinion of Truman’s domestic
policies?

. ANSWER: We think Truman is drlftlng toward the: creation
of a third world war. We are opposed to this policy.

Besides violating the constitution by going to war without
Congressional declaration, he is endeavoring to suppress ecritics.
By Executive Order 9835, people are being fired from government
jobs — without trial, without the right to face witnesses, without
knowing of evidence against them, allegedly because they are “sub-

on Television

versive.” Both the AFL and CIO have protested against this tramp-
ling upon basie civil rights.

We think his methods are capitalist methods to prepare for
war. We oppose shelving of democratic rights as well as basie
needs of the people and pushing the country into war. :

This doesn’t mean we support the Republicans by any means.
Their difference with him is only tactical, not basie.

QUESTION: What progréss is your organization making in
winning the American people to your program?

ANSWER: Our organization was making considerable progress
in the years following the war in recruitment, audiences, and stip-
port for our ideas. in umions. This was epitomized in our ability
to conduet a Presidential campaxgn in 1948, Flankly, we admit
this progress slowed down in the last couple of years in the face
of the reactionary sweep.

But, every witch-hunt so far in American history has tempo-
rarily strengthened the forces that be, but finally turned against
them. It was thus with those who inspired the Alien Sedition Act
of 1798 and those who attained the Dred Scott decision just prior
to our Civil War. It was thus with the Palmer raids instituted by
Wilson’s Attorney General. I predict it will be the same with the
present witch-hunt.

a socialist economy almost inevitably pushed to the top a new
bureaucratic oligarchy. Since there wasn’t enough to go around
for all, it became inevitable for a policeman to take over to decide
how the inadequate rations were to be distributed. A socialist gov-
ernment in the United States or in any advanced capitalist country
would have no such difficulties.

The CIO Economic Outlook (exhibits “Corporate Profits After
Taxes”) shows the treméndous draining of the American economy
by- the rich, These polls show profits to be at a new historical
high. If profiteers were completely curbed, that is, if capitalists
were removed from their positions of power over the economy, liv-
ing standards could rise. The 84 brands of tooth paste, for instance,
could certainly be cut down on. IneffmJency could be eliminated.
Corporation attorneys could work in constructive channels, swords
could be made into plows, and even satomic energy could be used
to benefit and not to destroy mankind.

A socialist America, instead of passing out scarcity, would
guarantee a decent living standard to every man, woman and child,
and improve it from year to year. That, in addition to the advanced
educational and cultural background are guarantees against dicta-
torship.

Facts About Civil Rights

QUESTION: How do we know th;t it would be any more demo-
cratic than the present government of the United States?

ANSWER: In my opinion the present government is govern-
ing less democratically day by day. The country is heading toward
a military dictatorship. In the past few years alone, labor'has
been shackled with a Taft-Hartley Aect and numerous state re-
strictions. Professors, teachers, students are restricted in express-
ions by loyalty oaths. (Exhibits ACLU pamphlet.) I have here a
summary of civil liberties conditions in the United States put out
by the American *Civil Liberties Union, a non-Stalinist and even
anti-Stalinist organization as far as its supporters think politically.
And yet even these “conservatlves say that the following have
taken place here recently: “ .vu: an' unprecedented array of barriers
to free association, of forced declarations of loyalty, of black-lists
and purges, and, most menacing to thé: spirit of liberty, of taboos
on those progressive programs and principles which are the heart
of any expanding democracy.”

‘We might add, that, certainly Negro people do not obtain equal
rights. Up and down the country, people are jailed because of ex-
pression of unpopular ideas. The United States, which once wel-
comed revolutionists and democrats from abroad and was considered
a haven of liberty and foe of oppression and tyranny, today is a sup-
porter of Franco in Spain, of fascist moharchy in Greece, of mili
tary dictators in Latin America, of Chiang Kai-shek and of Syng-
man Rhee. From the apostle of freedom, the United States is grad-
ually being transformed into a bastion of reaction and imperialism
" A socialist government in the United States, by destroying th
power of monopolists and banks and permitting the wealth to b
enjoyed by the people as a whole would remove the causes fo
oppression, witch-hunts and tyranny at home, as well as the neet
to support tyrants abroad.

Such a government represents the next great advance of the
human race in constant fight to lift itself up from barbarism of
the past and banish poverty and tyranny in the affairs of man.

QUESTION: What, in your opinion, is the future of Stalinism?

ANSWER: The Kremlin oligarchy, despite newspaper editorial
to the contrary, is in my opinion, not interested in world revolution
but is a national bureaucracy interested solely in preservation o
its own powers and privileges. It utilizes control over satellite
countries to strengthen its own economy and strategic position.
It utilizes control over Stalin parties abroad as blackmail to extort
concessions. And it attempts to utilize colonial revolution in Asia
as pawns of its nefarious game. This does not mean the purposes
of the Kremlin and aims of colonial masses to gain freedom are
the same. Nor does it mean that the motives of the Kremlin and
the aims of advanced workers to abolish cap1tahsm are one and
the same,

On the contrary, the Kremlin wants to use progressive move-
ments for its own reactionary purposes. As soon as this is clear
to the colonial peoples and to advanced workers of the west, these
will break with the Kremlin.

This is not just a theory. We have seen the first big step
with the split ef the Tito working-class government from Moscow.
We have seen Tito oppositionists develop in the labor movement
of Western Europe. The export of Moscow Trial and blood purges
shows how fearful Stalin is of this growing opposition.

Stalinist expansion thus. carries the seeds of its own destrie-

| tion. Titoism shook the Stalinist structure as no single event since

Stalin took power. But Titoism represent a small country of only
15,000,000 people. When a similar event occurs in a larger and more
influential country, the whole structure of Stalinism will topple
to the ground.

SWP and Union Officers

QUESTION: What is yolir relation to the official leadership
of the AFL and CIO?

ANSWER: We support them when their policies are right
and oppose them when their policies are wrong.

It may be a surprise to you that we are the originators of
the very idea of an escalator clause to defend the living standards
of workers. This program was published by the Socialist Workers
before a reactionary Voorhis Act made it impossible to belong to
any sort of world grouping, The idea of the escalator clause is
embodied in this document containing the program of the Fourth
International, This idea is still accepted by the Socialst Workers
Party. The gist of the thought is contained in these words,
“Against a bounding rise in prices, which with the approach of war
will assume an ever more unbridled character, one can fight only
under the slogan of a sliding scale of wages. This means that
collective agreements should assure an automatic rise in wages in
relation to the increase in prices of consumer goods.” The docu-

ment was written *way back in 1939.

Reuther fought against this idea, as did the Stalinists. Bu

no slogan is a magic cure-all. Reuther has inserted it into con
tracts with low base rates, based on faulty Bureau of Labor Statis
tics figures, and tied it to five year contracts. Thus, a lot of its
power has been lost.

SWP Branches Maintain Pace'
18,000 Fund ls on Schedule

Branch
Youngstown
Newark
Pittsburgh
Buffalo

New Haven
St. Paul-Minneapolis
New York
Toledo
Philadelphia
Allentown
Milwaukee’
Chicago

San Francisco
Boston

Los Angbles
Flint

Oakland
Akron
Claveland

St. Louis
Detroit
Seattle

West Virginia
General

Total through Feb. 6

18,000 FUND SCOREBOARD

Quota Paid Percent
$ 500 $ 500 100
700 415 59
150 . 151 67
1,000 562 b6
100 46 46
1,000 461 46
5,000 2,191 44
50 18 36
600 208", 34
75 25 33
150 48 32
700 216 31
1,600 450 86"
550 161 .29
2,600 695 27
375 89 24
250 60 24
150 35 23
300 60 20
100 20 20
1,750 318 18
400 45 11
.25 0 0
217 —
$18,000 $6,920 38

Should students at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota be permitted to
read about socialism? Not if the
school authorities
and Minneapolis cops
have their way. This
is clearly the im-

plication of the
arrest of Pauline
Swanson for dis-

tributing America’s
leading socialist
weekly, The Militant,
on the campus.

It appears, how-
ever, that among
the students themselves are some
who do not take kindly to this
educational method familiarly
associated with the late, un-
lamented author of Mein Kampf.
On reading in the daily paper and
campus news sheet about the
unsavory incident, they eame to
neadquarters of the Socialist
Workers Party. “They figured
that if the paper was banned
{rom the ecampus, it must contain
gsome information that was worth
reading,” writes Pauline. “As a
result one of them took a sub-
scription. In addition, since my
address was published, I received
a card at my home, reading:
‘Please send me a copy of the
Socialist Workers Party paper,
The Militant.’”

The Minneapolis members ~ of
the Militant Army decided - to
double their weekly bundle order
in view of “the response we are
now getting. The page on atroci-
ties in Korea made the last issue
a best seller. We proved this.”

The St. Paul comrades likewise
note increased interest in social-
ist ideas among students. During
January 109 pieces of socialist
literature were sold, a good part
to students. This included 98 Mili-
tants, 8 copies of Fourth Inter-
national, theoretical magazine of
American Trotskyism, and 3
copies of the pamphlet, Welfare
State or Socialism?, by, Art Preis.
On one occasion alone last week,
Winifred and Bill B. ran up a
score of 40 Militants among
students. Right place, right time
and the right paper!

In Chicago too the campus ap-
pears to be a promising field for
the program of socialism. “At the
University of Chicago,” writes
Literature Agent Manuel Stone,
“some T00 Militants were dis-
tributed in connection with the
election cammwaign for Irving
Beinin, Anti-War candidate, for
Alderman in the Fifth Ward.”
Through this work three new-
comers got better acquainted with
Chicago, Milt and Shirley on

We think that the present labor leadership has become virtually

vacation from Los Angeles and

Louise from New York. During
the past few weeks, Bob C., Gus
and Snow sold 44 Militants.

The New York contingent,
reading in our column how
bracing the Minneapolis comrades
find it to sell The Militant in cool
weather, tried it last week. The
score was 116 copies and a new
appreciation of how stimulating
it is to wade through snow and
ice to sell The Militant. Bertha
S. took the honors with 26. Ruth
ran up 16 and Freddie, 15. Frank
of the Youth tried the Néw York
University ecampus and did well’
between classes,

The Young Progressives” boast
of their belief in democracy but
that did not prevent them from
pushing Ben 8. of the New York
Youth out of their meeting hall
and barring two others carrying
bundles of Militants. The pub-
licity, however, appeared to
arouse interest. When the meet-
ing ended, the three members of
the Militant Army sold 11 copies
of the paper to YPAers.

Continued sales in San Fran-
cisco require an incrgase in the
bundle order, writes Literature
Agent Jane Sebastian. Last Satur-
day she and Ricco sold 20 copies
in the Fillmore district in short
order.

In Detroit, The Militant and
Fourth International came over
television nicely when Hy Lerner
appeared before the cameras
“During a close-up,” reports
Shirley Mason, “he held both of
them up and we were able to read
the headline on The Militant and
see Laura Gray’'s drawing of
John L. Lewis on the cover of
Fourth International very clear-
1:\'-”

Ruth J. of New Orleans liked
the issue reporting American
atrocities in Korea. “The impact
of that page of quotations was
terrific.”” She also felt that “The
rews of the reception the paper’s
getting is pretty wonderful.”

S. R. of Schenectady, N. Y. was
also “glad to hear of the excellent
sales record. I've been following
the Derrick case through The
Militant. The response to these
articles not only shows the degree
of indignation of the Negro peo-
ple but also demonstrates that a
great many of the community
recognize our uncompromising
stand in support of the struggle
for real equality. The Militant for
January 29 came in yesterday.
Was terrific on all counts. Read of
the case of Carl Skoglung and am

enclosing $2 as a contribution for

his defense.”

By Reba Aubrey
Fund Campaign Manager
Branches of the Socialist Workers Party collected
3950 during the week on their quotas in the 8-month

$18,000 Organization, Press and Defense Fund The score-
board shows a national total of ®—

$6,920 paid — 38 per cent — and
right on schedule at the end of
the fifth week,

The comrades of the Youngs-
town branch decided to get the
campaign off to a fast start, bor-
rowed some money, and com-
pleted their $500 quota two and
one-half months before the March
31 deadline.

Newark branch, far ahead of
schedule with 59 per cent of their
$700 quota, approached the prob-
lem in a different way. These
comrades heard a rumor about
a proposed fund campaign. They
got on the ball and started col-
lecting. Their initial payment
r¢ached us .a month before the
campaign was officially launched,
and regular weekly payments
since that time have completed 59
per cent of their $700 quota.

Pittsburgh didn’t let any grass
grow under its feet either. “We
thought if we got an early start,”
wrote Comrade Carl, director of
the local campaign, “we might be
able to go over our quotda —
which we aim to do.” Pittsburgh
has reached the 57 per cent mark.

Buffalo also hit upon this early-
start and fast-pace idea. Their
initial payment was sent in a few
days before the campaign open-
ed, and every Tuesday morning
without fail a neatly-typed letter
from Comrade Young enclosing
the weekly contributions from
the comrades is in our mail box.
- Néw Haven, high on the score-

board with 46 per cent, “doubts
greatly if there will be any dif-
ficulties” completing its quota.
rearl Spangler tells wus ' that
“sympathizers are contributing
to the fund and our branch mem-
bers are coming through.”

Comrades Jean and Charley, in
charge of the St. Paul-Minneapolis
fund campaign, have been. shoot-
ing in enough money ‘each week
to keep the Twin Cities ahead of
schedule. They have completed 46
per cent of their $1,000 quota.

New York’s achievement speaks
for itself. These comrades have
paid $2,191 on their $5,000 quota
— 44 per cent.

Letters from the branches show
they are determined to put them-
gelves on schedule and maintain
2n even pace in the campaign.

M. Michels of Chicago says,
“We realize we are a bit behind
schedule, but hope to catch up
soon.”

Frank Powers writes: “Look for

Seattle to catch up quick and
finish fast.”"
' Comrade Marietta says that
Detroit’s “payments will be
coming in steadily, and we may
even go over the top.”

A group of Sacialist Workers
Party supporters in the south sent
a contribution of $132 for the
Organization, Press and Defense
Fund with this note: “The record
on this fund is inspiring and we
feel good about being able to do
our part.”

| HANSEN TOUR scumuul

Friday Feb. 23 New Haven
Saturday 24 Boston
Sunday 25 b
‘Monday 26 Travel
Tuesday 27 Buffalo
Wednesday | 28 P
Thursday Mar. 1 n
Friday 2 ”
Saturday 3 Akron
Sunday 4 Cleveland'
Monday b =
Tuesday 6 Toledo
Wednesday 7 Travel
Thursday 8 Chicago
Friday 9 B
Saturday 10 ”
Sunday 11 Milwaukee
Monday 12 Travel
Tuesday 13 .Minneapolis-
St. Paul
Wednesday . 14 "
Thursday 15 o
Friday 16 »
Saturday 17 Travel
Sunday 18 .
Monday 19 Montana
Tuesday 20 »
Wednesday 21 Travel
Thursday T 22 Seattle
Friday 23
Saturday 24 Seattle
Sunday | 25
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Thursday 29 S. Francisco
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Wednesday 4 2
Thursday b Travel
Friday 6 Los Angeles
Saturday 7 L
Sunday B ”
Monday 9 S
Tuesday 10 L
Wednesday 11 =
Thursday 12 Travel
Friday 13 SaltLakerty
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Friday 20 St. Louis
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Saturday 28 Pittsburgh
Sunday 29 »
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Tuesday ~May 1 New York
May Day)
Wednesday 2 Philadelphia
Saturday 6 Newark
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On the Capitalist Madhouse of Europe

“Europe resembles a madhouse. And at first glance it
seems as if the inmates thémselves are unaware half an hour
in advance whose throat they will cut and whom they will
next embrace. But in the stormy waves of this chaos one
irrefutable lesson is to be discerned — the eriminal respon-
sibility of the bourgeois world. Everything now occurring in
Europe was prepared for during the past generations by its
economic system, its state relations, its system of militarism;
by the morality and ph:losophy of the ruling classes, by the
religion of all the priests.”

— Leon Trotsky, Order Out of Chaos. 1919

- o

TROTSKY LENIN

They Defy the People’'s Will

Washington has made it clear that The true sentiment of American moth-

Today the thinking youth of our country, faced: with the yawn-o—
ing abyss of another imperialist world war, are groping for a new
road toward hope, toward opportunity and a better WQ:_'ld. For them
there is no better guide than the martyred Leon  Sedov, whose
name has become a symbol of the revolutionary socialist youth
throughout 'the world.

Leon Sedov 'was the older son of Natalia Sedov: Trotsky and
Leon Trotsky. Only 32 years old at the time of his premature

in its service all his talents, which were varied, and gifts, which
were many.

The GPU, Stalin’s secret police, hounded Sedov througheut his
youth in the Soviet Union; they stopped at nothmg after he volun-
tarily followed his father ahd mother into exile in 1928. Laylni
trap after trap in attempts to murder Sedov, Stalin’s hired killer
finally succeeded ten years later — on Feb. 16, 1938.

Young Leon, apparently recovering from an operation for ap-

sassins struck him down, covering up their traces. When the news
of Sedov’s sudden death reached Leon Trotsky, then exiled in Mex-
ico, he wrote the stirring tribute: “Leon Sedov — - Son, Friend,

death, he had lived his entire conscious life in the world socialisti.
movement, giving it all his energies and devotion, subordinating !

pendicitis, was lying helpless in a Paris hospital, when Stalin’s as-|

Leon Sedov, Symbol of'
World Socialist Youth

it intends to continue the sacrifice of
American youth in Korea. Now that the
U.S. military command has halted the
long retreat and has launched its own
“limited offensive,” the talk is once more
of “staying in Korea at all costs.”

Last week, it was to be a drive only
“up to the 38th Parallel.” Now Maj. Gen.
John H. Church informs us from the
Pentagon that “there is a possibility”
that MacArthur will try to carry the of-

" fensive beyond' the South Korea border.

MacArthur himself, declares, “The stake
we fight for now is more than Korea. It’s
a free Asia.” His aim is nothing less than
the conquest of a whole continent. _

This decision of the rulers in Wash-
ington to continue and extend the war
in Korea brazenly defies the will of the
American people. They have expressed
themselves unmistakably in their flood
of letters to Congress and the newspa-
pers, in country-wide polls, in meetings
of mothers’ groups. They are overwhelm-
ingly against the U.S. intervention in
Korea — Truman’s “police action.” They
want — they are pleading and demand-
ihg — that the U.S. troops be withdrawn
at once from Korea and brought back
home.

Peiping Indicts U.S.

On Saturday, Feb. 3 over the Peiping
radio Chou En-lai, Foreign Minister of
the People’s Republic of China, made a
formal reply to the resolution which the
U.S. imperialists had steamrolled thru
the UN labeling Mao Tse-tung’s regime
as “aggressor.” This reply was deliber-
ately underplayed and twisted by the
capitalist press, because it was a stinging
indictment and at the same time an
exposure and a defiance of American
imperialism.

Chou disclosed that his government
had definitely accepted the Asian-Arab
proposal for a cease-fire.

“We made a further statement,” said
Chou, “that after the convocation of the
seven-nation conference, a cease-fire for
a limited period can be agreed upon be-
fore further negotiations on all related
problems.” 'This bears out completely
the declarations to the same effect made
by Sir Benegal Rau of India on the floor
of the UN.

“The United States government,” Chou

went on to charge, “lost no time in in-

timidating and coercing representatives
of a majority of nations into hurriedly
rejecting the resolution for a seven-na-

' tion conference.” Every word of this is

true. So ‘true that T. J. Hamilton, the
N. Y. Times reporter at Lake Success,
did not even bother to hide it. He wrote

The Martinsville

Seven young Negroes have been ex-
ecuted in Richmond, Virginia, victims of
the murderous white supremacists who
demanded the ultimate penalty.

Regardless of their guilt or innocence -

of the crime of rape, the Martinsville 7’s
execution was a horrible injustice. No
white man has ever been sentenced to
death and executed for that crime in the
state of Virginia.

Like all lynchings, legal and illegal,
this mass murder was calculated to ter-
rorize the Negro people who demand
equal rights. ‘

Not one prominent capitalist office-
-holder came to the aid of the 7.

President Truman, who promised the
Negro people equal rights in his 1948
campaign, turned his back upon the Ne-
gro people who pleaded with him to save
the 7 victims of lynch justice.

Not one Republican leader moved a
muscle to help the Martinsville 7. Not
one of the prominent Negro politicians
who hold appointed office in Washington
could lift a finger to help them.

Neither the capitalist politicians who
give lip service to equalirights only at

ers was expressed by Mrs. Emmett Still-
‘well, of Denver, six of whose sons are
being taken into the armed forces. “Don’t

. make me out the wonderful patriotic
mother,” she told reporters. “They’re
not going because I think it’s a patriotic

. move they ought to make. It's simply
that they have to go and there’s nothing
I ean do about it.”

And she added what is undoubtedly
the feeling not only of mothers, fathers
and wives at home, but of the GIs them-
selves who are doing the fighting and
dying: “I wouldn’t mind if they were go-
ing to defend their own country, but this
business in Korea doesn’t make sense.”

It doesn’t make sense to anyone who
isn’t thinking of conquering foreign ter-
ritories, of crushing the struggles of col-
onial peoples for their national independ-
ence, of grabbing natural resources, mar-
kets and cheap labor power in other
lands. But it does make sense to the
American imperialists who dream of
world conquest to enrich themselves.

These mad criminals will yet kill off
hundreds of thousands and millions of
American boys unless the people declare
in a mighty voice: “Stop the war now!
Bring the GIs back home right away!”

Imperialism

-,l;in his Feb. 8 dispatch that “most of the
Asian and Arab countries held back to
\the last, and the Western European na-

Ktlon that they would oppose almost any
further action.”

‘ Denouncing the U.S. resolution as “an
utter perversion of the truth,” Chou went
on to declare that this action “in a most
naked way proves. . . that the U.S. gov-
ernment and its accomplices want, not
peace, but war and that they have block-
ed the path to a peaceful settlement.”
Peiping and its spokesmen are by no
means alone in drawing this correct con-
clusion. India’s delegate voiced a similar

o]

‘warning. More important, hundreds of °

mjllions in the Far East, inside and out-
gide China, are firmly convinced that
the real intention of the U.S., as Chou
put it, is “to extend the war and oppose
peace” in Asia.

The brazen seizure of Formosa, as
much a part of China as, say, Long Is-
land is of the U.S., constituted an act
of aggression against the Chinese peo-
ple. On top of this, MacArthur directly
threatened their vital industrial center
on the mainland by trying to move his
armies up to the Manchuria-Korea bor-
der. When Peiping brands the latest U.S.
provocation in the UN as “illegal, slan-
derous, null and void,” its position is both
reasonable and justified.

7

election time, nor the Negro leaders who
settle for privileges for themselves, can
stop anti-Negro violence,

The execution of the Martinsville 7
serves as a tragic lesson. The truth is
that such lynchings will be repeated so
long as capitalism lives.

The Ghettos, job discrimination, se-
gregation in all fields of life, police bru-
tality, incitement of mob violence, lynch-
ing and “legal” murder — these are all
part and parcel of the corrupting capi-
talist system.

The Southern white supremacists
must hold Negroes in subservience in or-
der to maintain their political grip on
the Southern states; the capitalists as
a whole must divide the white and Ne-
gro workers, to preserve industrial wage
slavery and private profit.

Race oppression will not be destroyed
until capitalism which breeds and fosters
jim crow is eliminated and replaced by a
socialist society. Socialism needs neither
exploitation nor race divisions. Its foun-
dation is complete social, political anda
economic equality.,

When the American workers learn this
— the Martinsville 7 will be avenged.

*

h‘tlons accepted. it only with the reserva--'_:_
¥

Fighter,”

BY LEON TROTSKY

While but a child — he was
going on twelve — he had, in his
own way made the transition from
the February (1917) revalution
to that of October (also 1917 in
Russia).

CHILD OF THE REVOLUTION

His boyhood passed under high
pressure. He added a year to his
age so that he might more quickly
join the Komsomol (Soviet Com-
munist “Youth), seething at that
time with all the passion of
awakened youth. The young
hakers, among whom he carried
on his propaganda, would award
him a fresh loaf of white bread
which he happily brought home
under his arm, protruding from
the torn sleeve of his jacket.
Those were fiery and cold, great
and hungry years.

SPURNED PRIVILEGES

0f his own volition Leon left
the Kremlin for a proletarian
student dormitory, in order not
to be any different from the
others. He would not ride with us
in an automobile, refusing to
make use of this privilege of the
bureaucrats. But he did partici-
pate ardently in all Red Satur-
days and other “labor mobiliza-
{ions,” cleaning snow from the
Moscow  streets, “liquidating”
illiteracy, unloading bread and
firewood from freight cars, and
later, as a polytechnic student,
1gpairing locomotives.

iy * % %

Leon wrote only when he had
something to say and when he
Inew that no one else could say
it better. . . . Leon’s chief literary
work was his book, The Red Book
on the Moscow Trial, devoted to

'the Trial of the Sixteen (Zinoviev,

Kamenev, Smirnov, et al, Aug.
1936.) It was published in French,
Russian and German. At that
time my wife and I were captives
in Norway, bound hand and foot,
targets of the most monstrous
slander. There are certain forms

O

On the thirteenth anniversary of Sedov’s death, we find
it most appropriate to reprint the following excerpis:

of paralysis in which people see,
hear and understand evérything
but are unable to move a finger to
ward off mortal danger. It was
to such political paralysis that
the Norwegian “Socialist” gov-
ernment subjected us. (Trygve Lie
was one of these “socialist”
jailors. — Ed.) What a priceless
gift to us, under these condi-
tions, was Leon’s book, the first
crushing reply to the XKremlin
falsifiers, . . .

OUTSTANDING FIGURE

Many comrades who were jn-
clined to regard Sedov as merely
“Trotsky's sgn” — just as Karl
Liebknecht was long regarded as
only the son of Wilhelm Lieb-
knecht — were able to convince
ithemselves, if only from this little
ook, that he was not only an
independent but an outstanding
figure. Leon wrote as he did every-
thing else, that is, conscientiously,
studying, reflecting, checking.
The vanity of authorship was
alien to him. At the same time
every line he wrote glows with a
living -flame, whose source was
his unfeigned revolutionary tem-
perament.

k ¥ %k

While still in Prinkipo, Turkey,
he became the actual editor of
the Bulletin of the Russian Op-

position from its inception (the
middle of 1928), and took com-
plete charg’e of this work upon
his arrival in Berlin (the begin-
ning of 1931), where the Bulletin
was immediately transferred frem:
Paris. . . . The appearance of each
‘issue was a minor event in his
life, a minor event which demand-
ed great exertions; making up the
issue, polishing the raw material,
writing articles; meticulous proof-
reading, prompt correspondence
with friends and collaborators,
and, not the Ileast, gathering
funds. But how proud he was over
each “successful” number!

"R

Material difficulties and vriva-

tions Leon bore lightly, jokingly,

' LEON 'SEDOV

like a true proletarian; but:of
course they too left their mark.
Infinitely more: harrowing were
the effects of subsequent moral
-tortures.

The Moscow Trial- of the
Sixteen, the monstrous nature of
the accusations, the nightmarish
testimony = of ' the. defendants,
among them Smirnoy and Mrach-
kovsky, whom Leon so intimately
knew and .loved; the tinexpected
internment of his fathetr and
mother in Norway, the period’of
four months without any news;
the theft of the archives, the
mysterious removal of my -wife
and myself to Mexico; the Second
Moscow Trial (Jan. 1937) with its
even more delirious accusations
and confessions, the disappearance
of his brother Sergei;, accused of
“pmscmmg workers”; the shoot-
ing of countless people who had
either been close. friends or
remained friends. to the end; the
persecutions and the attempts of
the GPU in France, the murder
of Reiss in Switzerland, the lies,
the baseness, the perfidy, the
irame-ups — mno, Stalinism was
for Leon not an abstract political
concept but an endless series of
moral blows and spiritual wounds,

IRREPROACHABLE g
Good-bye Leon, good-bye, dear
znd incomparable friend. . .. We
‘BEqueath your irreproachable
memory to the younger generation
of the workers of the world. You
will rightly live in'the hearts of
all those who waork, suffer and
struggle for a better world.
Revolutionary youth of . all
countriés! Accept from us the
memory of our Leon, adopt him
as your son — he is worthy of
it — and let him henceforth par-
ticipate invisibly in your battles,
since destiny has denied him the

happiness of participating in your
final victory.

European tour on Jan. 11, he found the Dutch rearma-
ment plans insufficient from the American point of view,
as a total of only three divisions®

subject to mobilization is fore-
seen for the end of 1951.

General Hans Kruls, Dutch
Chief of Staff, approved Eisen-
hower's eriticism by calling for a
greater military effort, and
proposed, among other things,
conscription for civilian defense
(an Associated Press dispatch
{from the Hague, published in the
N. Y. Herald Tribune, reported
on Jan, 23). The Minister of War,
Dr. Jacob, backed by the govern-
ment, disagreed with Kruls’ posi-
tion, and Kruls was dismissed on
Jan. 28.

On Jan. 24, the reactionary
Liberal Party accused the gov-
ernment of conceding too much to
Indonesia and too little to Dutch
defense. But its main point of
reproach was the government’s
willingness to share West New
Guinea with the Indonesian
Republie (a proposal which Ind-
onesia has rejected, demanding
full sovereign powers in West
New Guinea). In Parliament the
government scored an easy Vie-
tory by defeating the Liberals’
motions of censure, Nevertheless,
it resigned, because the Liberals’
cpposition had destroyed the
Cabinet’s original four - party
basis, Liberal Foreign Minister
Dirk Stikker having been disown-
ed by his own party.

However, the Socialists, the
Catholics, and the so-ecalled
“Christian Historical Union” (con-
servatives), which, together, hold

seem to remain rather unfriendly
to maximum rearmament, And
General Kruls has not been called
back into the army General Staff.

a large majority in Parliament,

While in other Western Euro-
pean countries American pressure
resulted in the announcement of
increased rearmament programs,
Holland decided, after Gen. Eisen-
hower's visit, to content itself
with the limited effort sponsored
by its Minister of War. Although
one of the Atlantic Pact nations,
the Netherlands wvolitelv but
clearly opposes’ Wall Street's
present demands.®

These are the facts. What is
their significance ?

Premier William Drees and the
o¢ther reformist leaders have to
take into account the anti-war
feelings of the Socialist Party'’s
rank-and-file. As to the bour-
geoisie, they are not interested in
a new war in which they would
have nothing to gain, but every-
hing 'to lose. They are impoverish-
ed by the loss of Indonesia which
dealt an important blow to Dutch
colonialism. Too great an increase
in military spending might ruin
their economy.

On the other hand, weakened
Duteh eapitalism needs Ameriean
aid and therefore cannot renounce
its alliance with the TUnited
States. Hence, Holland’s partici-
pation in the Atlantic Pact. To a
large - extent, this is today’s
dilemma of the entire continental
Western European bourgeoisie.

NEED SOCIAL PEACE

The Dutech ruling class is
probably afraid of going too far
in lowering the people's standard
of living by their military effort:
After the loss of Indonesia they
reed “social peace” more than
ever. And they have the Belgian

example before their eyes: In

RESISTANCE TO MILITARY PROGRAM
CAUSES CABINET CRISIS IN HOLLAND

By Charles Hanley _
When General Eisenhower visited Holland on his

Belgium an all-bourgeois Catholic
government that has prolonged
the duration of military service,
faces a Socialist opposition and
a dissatisfied proletariat (which
proved its strength and its hatred
against clerical reaction in the
memorable days of July-August
1950). The Dutch capitalists ap-
parently try to be somewhat
more prudent and to avoid tension
88 much as possible by still main-
taining a coalition with the
Social - Democratic  bureaucrats
who 'in their turn cannot totally
disregard the workers’ anti-
militarism.

Most of the U.S. imperialists’
European ecapitalist . allies are
more or less unreligble, weak and
gfraid. And the European masses
do not want to be sacrificed for
Wall Street’s interests
atomic war. '
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lS LOVED BY MASSES

WHY ABRAHAM LINCOLN|

By George Lavan -

raham Lincoln is the most beloved figure in American histbf‘y.

Of all L e official heroes only Lincoln has really been taken to t.he. ‘

people’s heart.
Why do the American people consider Lincoln their own, their

special hero? Why does his memory evoke an, emotiongl responge:
as does. no other? Why doés the ‘Lincoln leg'end almost appmaeh

the Christ legend?

The schoolboy, the man in . the street or. in the factory,: the"-
hougewife, when asked Lincoln’s achievement, will. mmediatéi
reply: “He freed the slaves.”

This is the overwhelming fact:-about Lincoln’s iu’e. He wb..é the '
central figure in that titanic struggle of ninety years. s\go that'

destroyed slavery with fire and sword.

The common people of today. find no class barriers between
theinselves and an . appreciation of Lincéoln. Washiniton's ﬂgnre
looms up cold as marble. The working. people accept his greabnéés
on trust but never feel that they really understand whdt kind of man

' he was. This is not merely beeause his day on the stage of hlstory is

ninety years further off in time than that of Lincoln. e

The distance is far greater. It is the distance from w0rki
peqple to the landed arzstocracy. The patrician life of W‘nahington'is

incomprehensible to a factory worker or farmer of today. Nor. dp 5

stories of Washington's striet code of honor or his’ kindnéss to ‘his
slaves bridge the gap. It is an aristocrat’s code of honor and thé fa[dt
that he was a slaveowner ¢omes as a shock With Lincoln it is jus’ﬁ
the opposxte.

Lincoln and the Lower Classes

Lincoln came from the class of poor farmers whose search i&}
a decent livelihood ‘opened the western territory. of the young
republic. He had less than one year of formal edueation.

. The story of his quest fo J education symbolizes the striggle- qf 58

the lower classes in his period of history for education. To this &ay
it has meaning for the worker who wants his children “to get d
better education than I did.”.

Lincoln’s ambition lifted him from the poor farmmg class mto

the ranks of the middle class. He was a lawyer and like many oi‘.

this profession entered politics.

He was never an Abolitionist. He hated slavery as a cruel
system but thought that it could be .ended only gradually. Hls

opposition to the Abolitionists was baséd on their program of endmg_
slavery jmmediateély and at any cost. His lawyer’s mind was hormﬁed |
by their defiance of the laws upholding slavery. Ay

Though a political repreésentative of the rising industrial ca.p:tal- G55 :
ists, his hase was the independent farmers of the West and especial!y B
the Northwest Many of these were foreign born. He had won them

by his militant attacks on the Know Nothmg movement — t'he
political Ku Klux Klan of that period — which tried to divide the
people on native-born versus foreign-born lines.

The commg struggle between the North and the slavoecraey
developed in the fight over the Western lands. Would they be owned
by the free farmers or the slaveowners?

No extension of slavery! This was Lincoln’s position in the
struggle. This was the platform of the Republican Party new]y

founded by farmers, workers and industrialists,

Lincoln won his closely contested election for president because £
of the support of the workers, farmers and foreign born. These :

considered him one of their own or a close smpathizer of theirs,

His statements on organized labor were the most sympathétic
of the leading politicians. In Connecticut, for mstan-ce. he referre;i
to a shoemakers strike then in progress, 'by saying: “I am glad tc
see that a system of labor prevails in New England under whieh

laborers can strike when they want to, where they are mot obliged
to labor whether you pay them or not. I like the system which lets a -

man quit when he wants to, and wish it might prevail everywhere,
One of the reasons why I am opposed to slavery is just here.”

From the beginning of the war the Abolitionists kept pushmk: 7

Lincoln from the left. Lincoln was slow and stubborn. No stép
against slavery was approved until the terrible war had been on for
years. Then there was arnother battle to get the army to accept
Negro troops. On each of the many issues Linecoln was slow to move

but the all-important fact is that he finally did move in each case.

Lincoln and Frederick Douglass

Frederwk Douglass, that great Neno Abolitionist, tells of an
interview with Lincoln during the war. Lincoln greeted him cordially
and then mentioned a speech in which Douglass had attacked “the
tardy. hesitating, vacillating policy of the President.” Lincoln partly
admitted the first part of the charge and said: “I am charged with
vacillating: but, Mr. Douglass, I.do not think that charge can be
sustained; T think it eannot be shown that when I have once taken
a position, I have ever retreated from it.”
~ This was a key to Lincoln’s successful leadership of the Second
American Revolution. Starting the war to maintain the union, he
moved with the logie of events to emancipation.

‘When the president-elect was faced with the terrible pressurp
of the publicly proclaimed intent of South Carolina to secede, he
tried every means of conciliation except that of abandoning hxs
program: No extension of slavery.

Those who wish to pieture Lineoln as a demi:god usually ovér-
look the faect that he was a praetical politician. For Lincoln obviopsly

believed that the end justified the means — if the needs of nroe;regs :

justified the end, and the means served the end rather than hurt: it

How else explain such practical steps on Lincoln’s part as
writing to Gen. Sherman ‘in Sept. 1864 to have all- Tndiana. troops
furloughed to vote in the crucial state elections there? - Shemnan
complied so well that even the 19th Venhont Volunteers found théma
selves voting in Indiana.

The admission of Nevada as a. state Was necessary to :nsure :

the ratification of the 18th Amenhdment. Three more votes. in: the

| House of Representatives were lacking. to give Nevada statehood.

Charles A. Dana tells how he was Lincoln's go-between with certain

Northern politicians whose votes were bought by Lincoln’s appomt- :

ment of men they designated to Federal jobs.

Though a war president Lincoln never glorified war or mlhuii'-'
ism. His democratic and humanitarian attitude endeated him to the

mass of the people and to us today. The beauty ahd simplieity bf
his writings and speechés indicate his 'fundamental honesty and
closeness to the working people.

This was possible for a middle class leader, still close to thﬁ
masses, before the rise of monopoly capitalism. But the very war
Lincoln léed so enriched industrial capitalism and coneentratﬂa
political power in ifs hands that in a few dectides the eimnrej‘l
of leaders like Lincoln in any niovement other than that of the
working class had become impossible,
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Fourteen Years After

On Feb. 11, 1937, a jubilant battalion of
sitdowners marched out of the Flint Chevrolet
Motor Division of the General Motors Corpora-
tion. Their union banners heralded the end of the
open shop in the biggest industrial corporation in
the world. It opened an epoch of mass unioniza-

tion of American workers. In swift succession
the mightiest trusts were brought to terms by
the bold and aggressive actions of an inspired
working class. The United Auto Workers from
a few-score thousand workers prior to the sitdown
strikes has grown until today it is the largest
union in America.

Today in the auto centers, Flint, Detroit, Toledo
Cleveland, there are only a few thousand workers
who participated in these epochal events. A whole
new generation of auto workers has entered thc
industry. These new auto workers must understan
the immense experience of the sitdowners of '37.

There were those who said then that industrial
unions could never he built in America. This
declaration of the auto barons found its echo in
the top ecouncils of the AFL. General Motors
fortified this concept. Its plants were scatter:
across the country, near rural areas. GM del-
iberately hired a high proportion of its employees
from rural areas. By this means problems
unionization were intensified. The more union-
conscious city workers had the task ef educating

. the more backward farmers before a single ste,

forward could be made.

Every spark of revolt was ruthlessly erushed by
General Motors, the sole power in small cities.
Its control of the press, police departments and
city governments strengthened its iron grip on
the workers' lives.

Inside the plants, workers went in fear of
GM’s supervision. Outside, they lived in fear of
GM’s secret agents who seemed to be every-
‘where.

A FEW HAD HOPE

Through this dark age a few kept dlive the ideas
of unionism. This handfull were the radicals —
Socialists, Stalinists, Trotskyists. They alone be-
lieved it was possible to organize industrial
unions. Those were the days of secret meetings
held in the basement of workers’ homes. The
‘blacklist operated openly. 3

The GM auto worker is fond of saying that
General Motors <Corporation *“organized” the
UAW. By this he means that GM drove the work-

" ers to organize by long and frequent periods of

Bl R BN R “}"j’:_’%‘r 24

layoffs; short periods of work accompanied by
inhuman speedup that filled insane asylums with
GM workers; the tyranny of management who
held the power of life and death and ignored all
safety measures that conflicted with increased
production.

Today a million organized workers confront
the auto corporations, truly a gigantic leap for-
ward. To accomplish this they resorted to the
revolutionary weapon of the sitdown. With one
dramatic strike they inspired workers across the
country to begin the forward march of unioniza-
tion. Above all they showed how it could be done.
They countered every move of the corporation with
revolutionary union defensive measures. Mass
picket lines and flying squads were established;
wives and mothers organized in fighting women's

By Emmett Moore

auxiliaries. GIM’s courts and injunctions were
defied.

Today, sitting complacently in his plush office,
the union bureaucrat is satisfied with things as
they are. Not so the auto worker. While he has
higher wages, vacation pay, a pension at the gge
of 65, if he lives that long, and union recognition,

he knows that GM is still master of the house.

FACTORY IS STILL A PRISON

The GM worker spends a third of his day in a
factory that to him is like a prison. When the
gate closes behind him he leaves his rights out-
side. Small as well as large abuses irk him. After
14 years the auto worker still works on the line
like a jack rabbit. His youth is rapidly ground
away by grueling labor and all too soon he is too
old for the assembly line.

These GM workers are trying to think this
problem through. In 1937, they gained their
biggest vietory with an infant union.

But now, with all the advantages of big organ-.
ization, substantial treasuries and rich experience,
they are not obtaining fundamental changes or
even maintaining past gains. Taxes cut deeply
into wages already falling behind the rising cost
of living.

The speedup that was ended in 1937 by quickie
stoppages is today a plague in all GM plants.
What holds in check the auto union’s great power?
Certainly, the workers have no fear of General
Motors, the courts, or the government. They
showed this in the struggles of 1937 and 1945.

But the militancy of their union is being
throttled by a timid and weak leadership. The
Reuther leadership talks like the wind waving
through the leaves at the top of the tree that
never shakes the roots. The leaders are deathly
afraid of GM. They see its power in 100 plants
across the country. They see its huge treasuries,
its controlled newspapers, its radio propagandists.
They know it is interlocked with the government
in Washington in a thousand different ways. The
UAW leaders are aware that a fundamental strug-
gle over basic issues will provoke an economic and
political crisis of vast scope. This is what they
want to avoid.

A NEW LEADERSHIP .

Already groups of militant GM workers have
come to understand the nub of the problem. Their
answer is a new leadership with the courage and
ability to live up to the new tasks.

Do the UAW leaders think they can hold back
the tide like the AFL did in the old days? They
will try. They never seem to.learn. Men of a small
mold will do desperate things to hang on to their
soft life, their power and their prestige.

There are greater forces at work than the
labor fakers. The action of government moving
towards world conquest and the policies of the
corporation are preparing for a new explosion of
the auto workers.

Those who believe in this perspective and
prepare for it number no more than a few thou-
sand. No more than those who believed industrial
unions céuld be built in 1987. They are no less
inspired, no less confident that their goal of a
new leadership can be obtained because they
know that from little acorns mighty oak trees
grow.

NEWARK CIO PROTESTS VIOLATIONS
OF CIVIL LIBERTIES BY POLICE

NEWARK, N. J.

— Feb. 5 — Police violations of
civil rights have become so flagrant during the past few
months that the Essex-West Hudson CIO Council decided

been more effective if they had
ircluded the recent raid against
the Newark Communist Party in
their charge of violations.

that it must take a stand against?

them. Joel R. Jacobson, Executive
Secretary of the Council, appeared
pefore the Newark Civil Rights

Commission to present charges
against Newark municipal of-
ficials who “are daily encourag-
ing the violations of civil rights
guaranteed by the Constitution.”
" The specific charges brought
before the - Commission were:
1. A member of the Socialist
iabor Party was arrested for
distributing literature in a down-
town area. He was found guilty
of violating an old law prohibit-
ing 'distributionr of any but
religious literature in downtown
areas. 2. Ewald Sandner,
regional director of the CIO, was
molested while distributing =
svmpathetic leaflet to a meeting
of AFL Insurance Workers meet-
ing in a hall in downtown
Newark. 3. A church service
was interrupted and disrupted
when police barged in and arrested
a man.

In addition to these cases,
Jacobson, in a personal interview,
cited  the arrest of peaceful
picketers and their rough handling
by the police. There was also an
attempt to refuse the CP per-
mission to hold a public meeting
in January. So far, the police
have not tried to enforce the bar

against distributing literature in

a downtown area against the CIO,
but they were told by a clerk in
the Police Chief’s office that they
would need a permit for their
distributions. They distributed a
jeaflet a few months ago without

“puch a permit.

MINORITY RIGHTS
* In presenting the CIO resolu-

"tion to the Civil Rights Com-

‘mission, the secretary pointed out
that “our traditional American
civil liberties are being imperiled

by the current anti- Communist
“hysteria,” and that “the Bill of

Rights was not written to protect
the ‘majority. point of view; the
rights of the minority must be
preserved if democracy is to

. live,”

The session with the Civil
Rights Commission was a heated
one with Jacobson being called a
“front” for the Communist Party.

¥

The spokesman for the (,om-
mission stated that these cases
did not come under their jurisdic-
tion. They had been set up to see
to it that there were no violations
of the Freeman Bill which was to
protect citizens against dis-
crimination because of race, creed
or color. They stated that they
considered themselves an educa-
tional group, not a police force.
They further claimed that “ereed”
rertained to religious beliefs and
they were unwilling even to {ry
to investigate the charges made
by the CIO. The CIQ intends to
send their lawyer to the next
meeting of the Commission to
argue the meaning of the word
“creed” which they contend means
also politjcal- beliefs.

It is good to see the local
CIO taking a stand for -eivil
rights. However it might have

If the Newark police are to be
halted in their drive to intimidate
the labor movement, the CIO must
launch a wide campaign to alert
its membership to the dangers
that will confront it if they allow
the Communist Party and other
minority groups to be outlawed.

Some of the demands which
chould be raised in this campaign
are: Repeal of the ancient law
prohibiting distribution of any but
religious literature in a down-
town area without permit; dis-
missal of the magistrate who is
summarily finding guilty all
minority groups brought before
him; repeal of the McCarran
Law. With such an active cam-
paign there might be a chance of
impressing the Commission with
Labor’s determination to main-
tain its civil rights of freedom of
speech and press.

Readers Forum

Campus Police
Arrest Reader

Editor: .On the afternoon of
February 1, I went to the Univer-
sity of Minnesota campus to dis-
tribute The Militant. As it was
10 below zero, I stood inside
Nicholson hall.

After I had disposed of eight or
nine copies, two burly cops ap-
proached me and asked to see the
paper. “You’re the one we’re Jook-
ing for,” said one. “Come with
as.” -

They escorted me oulside and
into a squad car. A deputy from
the University's department of
protection and investigation drove
up and I was transferred to his
car. He took me to see Mr. C. B.

Hanscom, chief of the depart-
inent,

I was questioned at gome
length. Mr Hanscom asked for

identification. I produced my
(river’s license and he copied down
the information.

“I don’t know whether you know
i* or not, but you have commit-
ted a misdemeanor,” said Hans-
com, “for soliciting- on state

property.” “I didn’t think I had
committed any crime,” I replied.

“You’ll either have to get off
the caml‘:xa with the papers or
zo to jail,” he said. Small choice!
I decided that discretion was the
Letter part of valor and retreated
before superior forces.

The ominous fact of ﬂwught—
police invading our institutions of
higher learning shall not go un-
challenged. Investigation has so
far failed {o unearth the specific
regulation 1 was accused of
violating,

On the evening before I was
picked up, a panel discussion on
world affairs held on the campus
attracted over 400 students. Forty

Militants and a number of
pamphlets were sold to the
students.

Are the University authorities
becoming alarmed at the students’
growing interest in politics? Do
they fear the influence of Marx-
ism? Thought-police or not, The
Militant will find its way to the
students of the University of
Minnesota!

Pauline Swanson
Minneapolis

U S TRy e 1 PO

e MILITANT

YOLUME XV

MONDAY,

FEBRUARY 12, 1951

NUMBER 7

V. R. Dunne
Speech Backs
Rail Strikers

By Harold Kent

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. 4 — Th=
second Sunday Forum ~in the
present series heard V. R. Dunne¢
castigate the arrogan! railroad
coupon clippers for provoking the
present “sickness” among the na-
tion’s switchmen. Dunne linked

struggles of the European work-
ers for peace, bread and freedom.
The enemy is the same in both
cases — U.S. imperialism.

“The railroad workers are really
sick, all right,” said Dunne.
“They’re sick and tired of being
pushed around by their own union
officials and the government
bureaucrats in Washington.

“The Brotherhood of Railway
Trainmen give the lie to the wise-
acre theory that the workers are
dumb. With the railway owners,
the government and their own
union ,officials against them, the
switchmen devised their own
strategy of struggle. It is this re-
sour¢efulness,” said Dunne, “that
strikes fear into the hearts of
the bosses. We can be sure that
the American workers will have
the last word to say about Wall
Street’s plans for world domina-
tion.

U.8. MUST HAVE WAR

“But U S. imperialism must go
ahead with its plans. If it cannot
expand outward to include the
whole world as its oyster, U.S.
capitalism must grind to a halt.
The immense productive capacity
of the U.S. yields a surplus which
must be disposed of abroad.

“In order to get the workers to
fight, Wall Street invented the
big lie that the Soviet Union was
preparing to attack the U.S.A.

“We Trotskyists have fought
Stalin since 1924, and we do not
defend him now. But the solemn
truth is that Stalin does not want
war! Look at the record. His
whole policy has been to avoid
war ‘at all costs, to make a deal
with one imperialist or another.
Stalin fears revolutions no less
than Truman.

“Eisenhower hopes to raise 80
to 100 divisions in Europe but the
European workers have made it
perfectly clear that they do not
want to become involved in an-
cther war.

“Since the disaster in Korea
the American brass hats have lost
confidence in their own ability to
carry through their plans. They
ask themselves: ‘Shall we get out
of Korea and save our necks or
stay there and save our face?’

ONLY ROAD TO PEACE

“The only road to peace and
freedom is the; program of
Trotsky,” concluded Dunne. “The
workers of the world must join
hands and overthrow this rotting,
bloody capitalist system.”

A lively discussion brought out
the increasing importance at the
present time of the “Titoist”
tendency among Europedn work-
e¢rs. A generous collection was
received. The social committee
provided a tasty supper of beans,
salad, pickles, bredad, cake and
coffee. The next and econcluding
Forum of the present series will
be held Feb. 18, at which time
V. R. Dunne will emphasize the
role that American workers are
destined to play in the coming
events.

And fhe.y Haven't
Changed!

“The railroad rorporations
are notorious for their defiance
of every law that is designed
to curb their powers or re-
strain their rapacity. The rail-
road corporations have their
lobby at Washington ahd at
every state capital; they bribe
legislators, corrupt courts, de-
bauch politics, and ecommit
countless other legal and moral
crimes against. the common-
wealth. . . President Cleveland
serves the corporate masters,
and exalts and glorifies the
aet, while he attempts ‘o
absolve the ecriminals and
fasten the insufferable stigma
upon honest wmen. Nothing
further is required to demon-
strate beyond all cavil the
Capitalist class character of
our present government.”

Eugene V. Debs

1894 — Chicago Rail Strike

If your copy of THE MILI-
TANT is delayed it is due to
the failure of mail delivery due
to ra.ilroéd shutdown.

F

the struggle of BRT men to the|

AFL Pres. William Green gets together with Labor Sec.
Maurice J. Tobm (left) at Miami Beach in the course of AFL
executive council session. Green is anxious to get more labor
‘representation on the Wage Stabilization Board.

RAILROAD LABOR FIGHTS
FOR A LIVING WAGE

(Continued from Page 1)

roads have asked for and received
eight straight general rate in-
creases since the end of the war.
They add up to 57 per cent! They
gre . .. making more money than
at any time in their history.”

All this thanks to Truman, who
appointed railroad officials to the
rank of colonel to administer the
phoney government “seizure.”

Kennedy and the other heads of
the operating brotherhoods begged
Truman to “seize” the lines. Now
the workers are reaping the
“benefits” of capitalist govern-
ment control.

Not only do the rail workers
have a grievance on wages, but
they are among the few organized
workers who work over 40 hours
a week without overtime pay.
“Our men are the 40-hour week
and two pay rounds behind — and
inflation is way ahead,” Kennedy
etated Jan. 29. He should have
added . .. because of the weakness
of union leadership and the strike-
breaking of President Truman.

THE UNION LEADERS

The railroad union leaders have
taught the membership for a long
period of years to put their faith

in government boards and
“friends” in Washington. They
have kept the union weak nand

divided. They have never led a

united fight. That is the real
reason the rail workers are behind
the rest of organized labor on
basic conditions.

The leaders of the AFL and
CIO have not rallied to the cause
of the railroad workers. Instead
of backing up rail labor they are
busy preparing to lace the whole
union movement in the strait
jacket of the Wage Stabilization
Boad, a bigger model of the Rail-
way Labor Act’s stalling arbitra-
tion machinery and designed to
give all workers the same run-
around now being suffered by the
rail workers.

Truman and the rail barons are
trying to use the Korean war to
jam an unfair, dirty deal down
the throats of the railroad work-
ers. If they succeed it will be a
blow to all labor,

Labor cannot allow the rail
strike tor be broken. Unionists
everywhere should rally to the
trainmen. Their fight is. every
workers’ fight.

Whatever the outcome, the rail
workers will' never again trust
the government to protett their
interests, nor the union leaders
who once again have led them into
Truman’s trap. They will rely
more and more on their inde-
pendent strength, and seek a new
leadership capdble of militant

Chicago

in the campaign.

In his challenge, Beinin pointed
out that the campaign for Alder-
man in the Fifth Ward is unlike
that of any, other Aldermanic
campaign in Chicago today.

GOLD DUST TWINS

Drawing attention to the fact
that there is no Republican op-
position teo Merriam, Beinin
stated, “The support the Repub-
licans are giving to Merriam by
not entering a candidate against
him is a typical example of horse
trading in Chicageo in politics to-
day. It confirms the fact, as every
voter has long known, that there
exist ne important marks of
distinction between the Democrats
znd the Republicans. These two
pro-war parties are the Gold Dust
twins of capitalism and the dif-
ferences between them revolve
more around the question of
patronage than the vital question
of program.”

Pointing out that he speaks for
the Socialist Workers Party,
Beinin stated, “I am campaigning
primarily as an anti-war eandi-
date. This is in direct contrast to
Merriam’s attempt to smuggle in
his pro-war position through
mealy - mouthed phrases about
‘Chicago’s preparedness,’ and then
to confine the campaign to ‘local’
iesues of a secondary nature. The
people in the Fifth Ward have a
right to fully and clearly under-
stand the contrast in our pro-
grams. The democratic way to
extend this right of full informa-
tion to the citizens would be to

voters to hear, in debate, the
programs of the two candidates
presented in an atmosphere of
Iree discussion.

DISCUSS THE WAR

“It is incumbent upon Merriam
to publicly discuss the war ques-
tion. His refusal to do’so and his
attempt to hide under the cover
of local issues would serve to
expose his alliance with the Tru-
man war program, a program that
threatens us all with atomic des-
iruction.”

Beinin, drawing attention to
the well known fact that Mer-
riam is regarded as the protege

struggle.

Socialist

Challenges Dem.
To War Debate

CHICAGO, Feb. 5—Irving Beinin, the Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for Alderman in the Fifth Ward today
challenged his Democratic opponent, Alderman Merr;am

to a public debate on the issues®

call a public assembly of the|

c¢f “Drop the bomb now"” Douglas

IRVING BEININ

further stated,. ‘“Merriam, whose
main concern in this campaign. is
his own personal political ambi-
tion, would not dare to inject the
war issue into the campaign, be-
cause his political future depends
on the good favor of the very
gang in Washington that is push-
ing the American people into war.
Merriam is engaged in a conspir-
acy to avoid this most important
of all issues. It is precisely. that
conspiracy that the BSocialist
Workers Party is determined to
bring to the full public ‘atten-
tion.

“Through my candidacy we
intend to provide the ‘growing
anti-war sentiment with a means

of expression. We shall provide

ihe voters in the Fifth Ward with
the opportunity to demonstrate
their opposition to the needless,
brutal devastation of the Korean
land and the killing of thousands
of innocent American and Korean
soldiers.” :

Beinin concluded, “I intend ‘to
call a spade a spade. Let. the
liberal Merriam agree to publicly
debate me and defend his vro-
gram. The Socialist Workers
Party, in this campaigh 'is
determined to demonstrate to the
citizens in the Fifth Ward that
the main issue confronting every-
one today is that of atomie
aestruction or the building of ‘a
hocmllst society.”

Truman’s ““Soak-the-Poor’’ Taxes

(Continued from Page 1)
program. The 82nd Congress !
not less sympathetic to the pro-
fiteers. _

In 1948, the federal government
soaked the American people what
was then considered the stag-
gering sum of $342 billion i
taxes. In 1950, the tax yield ran
to $40.2 billion. It is now running
at an annual rate of $55 billion.
including the $8 billion added
after the start of the Korean war,
The new taxes will bring the total
annual take to $65.1 billion.

And this is just a starter. Tc
“balance the. budget” of $71.5
b11110n he has submitted to Con-
gress, Truman will have to ask
for a further $6.5 billion in a few
months. Snyder, in presenting thr
tax program to Congress, said
that taxes' may have to be in-
creased even more than $16.5
billion this year “if our defens
program develops as rapidly ar
is desirable” and that this pro-
gram will have to be maintained
“over a long period of time.”

Actually, federal spending ir
the coming fiseal year, starting
next July 1, will reach close tr
the World War IT peak of $98
billion because of contract nu-
thorizations which Truman did
not see fit to include in his budget.
This colossal expenditure will
devour more than a third of the
anticipated national income. If we
add the $21 billion in state and
local taxes, the grand total will
take more than 40 cents out of
every dollar of income.

Less than 10 per cent of fed-
eral expenditures will 2o for
“non-defense” costs, which in-
clude all regular functions of gov-
ernment as well as all social
security and welfare programs.
About 90. per cent of federal
spending will go for the costs of
war, past, present and future.

The proposed income tax in-
creases will raise tax rates four
percentage points “‘across-the-
board,” regardless of the size of
the income. For every $100 of

be applied at the point of manu-

taxable income, every taxpayer
will pay $4 a year more taxes
than before. The inecrease will
thus apply “equally” to rich and
poor, much in the manner of that
“equality,” described by the
French writer Anatole France,
which forbade rich and poor
“alike” to sleep under the Beine
bridges.

The present rate of 20 per cent
ch the first $2,000 of taxable
income would go up to 24 per
cent; the 22 per cent on the next
$2,000, to 26 per cent; and so
on up the scale. But as the Feb. 26
N. Y. Times points out, “This
would amount to a 20 per cent
increase in the taxes of persons
whose entire income falls in the
first bracket, ranging downward
to about 3 per cent for those
with incomes of a $1,000,000.”

SALES TAXES

In addition to the higher income
taxes, Truman proposes to tack
stiff sales taxes on ronsumers
goods. These are labelled “excise”
taxes because most of them will

facture. But Snyder admitted that
these ' excise taxes would “aver-
age” in the neighborhood of 15
per cent of retail prices on the
affected jtems and that there
would be a “pyramiding” of the
price mark-ups from the manu-
facturers, wholesalers, on thru
the retailers. He further stated
that price ceilings would have to
be raised to refleet the tax in-
creases, In short, the taxes will
be passed on to the consumiers.

Although Truman says his
“pay-as-you-go™ tax program
will reduce “inflationary vres-

sures,” his proposed “selective”
sales taxes would boost prices on
hundreds of articles from 15 to
50 per cent. These include beer,

and other liquors, cigarettes |profits than last year despite the
gasoline, automobiles, electrical [tax increases, because of the
household appliances, refriger-|volume of government war orders,

ators and washing machines, oil
and gas appliances, radios and

and musical instruments, toilet
preparations, watches and alarm
clocks, etc.

| The rich, who spend only a
small percentage of their incomes
even with their fantastically
luxurious scale of living, already
have an abundance of the things
included on the proposed excise
taxes list. Those in the lower-
income brackets will have to pay
these taxes — or do without many
things that 4re essential to the
American standard of living.

Tt is argued that the military
costs are so great that they could
not begin to be met even by
maximum taxing of the small
number of rich and the corpora-
tions. Leaving aside the question
of what eclass wants war and
profits from it, and therefore
should be forced to pay for it,
it is a lie that the rich eannot
provide the wayr taxes.

An SEC report last December
revealed that in the three months
following the outbreak of the
Korean war the idle working
capital of U.S. corporations rose
$2.2 billion, to an all-time total
of $75.9 billion from $24.5 bil-
lion in 1939. This accumulation
of idle capital was achieved al-
though the corporations in 1950
spent more than $18 billion for
new plants and equipment.

This idle working capital alone
could pay for the entire 1952
federal war budget proposed by
Truman.

Corporate gross profits last
year totaled more than $41 bil-
lion, of which the corporations
retained $21 billion after taxes.
Their gross profits this year are
expected to surpass $50 billion, of
which they will spend only $23
billion in federal taxes, including
the new program. They are going
to make $6 billion more in net

If every penny of these war
profits were taken in taxes, it

TV sets, phom\;graphs, records

would amount to far more than

all new federal taxes since the
Korean war, began, including the
$10 billion more Truman ls now
asking.

TAX EXEMPTIONS

The nch investors own some
823 billion in tax-exempt local
and state government securities,
the incomes from which are not
subject to taxation. They pay a
maximum of only 25 per cent in
a “capital gains” tax on profits
they -make from the sale of
properties: and securities, which
means that real ‘estate ‘and stock
speculators who are cleaning up
Ebillions on the war boom pay only
picayune taxes on their bloated
incomes. The oil,” utilities. -and

insurance trusts have special tax

exemptions ‘that mean billions a
year in additional profits to them.
If the rich only paid the full
amount of taxes they legally owe
under the present tax laws, . it
would add billions to the U.S.
Treasury. Seven out of every 10
tax returns of persons in the
$25,000-a-year-or-more class don’t
show the correct amount owed,
said Internal Revenue Commis-
sioner George J. Schoeneman in
his testimony before the House
Ways and Means Committee on
Feb. 6. In plain- words, most
capitalists are crooks who swindle
the government. Workers, of
course, don't get the chance-to
cut their taxes ‘in this way —
their taxes are withheld in
advance from their pay.

Thus, the parasité millionaires
and billionaires are more than
able to pay for the added taxes.
Let them, therefore, pay for. the
war.

For 100 per cent confiscatory
taxes on all war profits and idle
capital! For 100 per cent taxation
of all personal income over
$25,000 a year! Not one cent of
taxes on incomes of $5,000 and
under! This should be labor’s

znswer to Truman’s tax program
for foisting the whole burden .of
war costs on the working people.

i
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