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To The Revolutionary Fighters of Asia:
Dear Comrades,

On July 4 we revolutionary socialists of the United States
send you fraternal revolutionary greetings. With these greetings
we reaffirm two fundamental propomtlons of the workers’ cause.

1. WE ARE WITH YOU 100% in your fight against the land-
lords, capitalists and "imperialists!

2. AND WE ARE 100% AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST
CLIQUE who rule and exploit our country and seek to crush your
struggles for independence!

The revolution of 1776 which founded this country has many
features in common with yours. It was, like yours, a struggle for
national independence and social progress. Our Independence Revo-
lution entailed a thoroughgoing transformation within the country
in order to achieve the change from a colony to an independent
state that would permit the fullest development of the nation.
Our masses of 1776 had to shed their blood to &ever the bonds of
tyranny. Your revolution has all this in common with our 1776.

But your revolution is separated from 1776 by a great historic
epoch During these 176 years capitalism has exhausted its pro-

gressive mission and become the most reactionary -obstruction to |

further human progress. It threatens to cancel and destroy all pre-
vious achievements of human culture.

When the town and farm workers of colonial America conducted
their valiant struggle against British rule, the American merchant
capitalists and landed aristocrats betrayed and deserted the struggle
more than once; yvet the revolution ended in the triumph of ‘an
independent capitalist class, who took advanbage of -the struggle
of the masses to secure their own rule,

Such a progressive and revolutwnary role for the cap:ta.llst
class as it rose to power in the world is no longer possible today in
the death agony of the capitalist system. Now the liberation. strug-
gle of the colonial peoples encounters as its foremost and irrecon-
cilable foe, the capitalist class — both native and foreign. This
means; the anti-imperialist revolution must triumph as a socialist
revolution or it will fail.

Enemies of Asian Revolution ' i

Many July 4th orators will devote their speeches. “in honor
of the revolution of 1776” to revile and slander your revolution of
1961. In the name of a heritage that does not belong to them, they
will attempt to cover their counter-revolutionary deeds of today.
But we want you to know that even some of the most rabid im-
perialist spokesmen, in the course of their “Great Debate” on
American imperialist strategy, have kgrudgmgly admitted the genu-
ine character of your revolution.

1. The arch-imperialist jingo, General MacArthur, in his

speech to Congress on April 20: “The peoples of Asia found their |

opportunity in the war just past to throw off the shackles of col-
onialism and now see the dawn of new opportunity, and heretofore
unfelt dignity, and the self-respect of political freedom.”

2. Walter Lippmann, a leading journalist of the conservative:
wing, in the May 20 New York Herald Tribune: “The Chinese
revolution. . . is doing what its two great historic predecessors,

- (Continued on Page 4)

—M:htant Campaigner ———-
Sub Compcng‘n
Celebration Set

By Joseph Hansen, Business Manager s

prt

The National Militant Champions Banquet to'celebrate the con-
clusion of the Big League Circulation and Sales Campaign will be
held July 15 at Mountain Spring Camp in the cool, forest-clad foot-
hills of the Pocono Mountains near Washington, New Jersey.

The affair, with N. Y. Local as host, promises to be as success-
ful as the campaign itself. The large dining hall and other facilities

* of the beautiful camp have been secured for the entire Sunday. The

leading pace-setters from each of the three leagues are scheduled
to be present as guests of honor. Exactly who they will be is not
Yyet clear, as the competition is intense.

Plans are shaping up for delegations to be present from the
East Coast branches that participated in the campaign; and James
P. Cannon, National Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party, will
act as chairman of the gathering and greet the winning sub-getters.

With another week-end still to go, the national score in the
contest now stands at 1,913 subscriptions and 24,505 single copies
sold. '

New York is well in the lead in the Coover League, and barring
a last minute upset looks good for the winning' banner among the
larger branches.

Flint is in similar position in the Konikow League. In the Kujac
League, however, Oakland’s lead is threatened by Akron and it may
turn out to be a photo finish,

As for the national pace-setters, there were a number of shifts.
this week. Ernie D. of Detroit moved up to third place and four new
pacée-Setters made the national scoreboard, John of Seattle, Ernie K.
of Detroit, Ann B. of San Francisco and Lou Cooper of Akron.

(More about campaign in “Militant Army” on page 2.)

"Branch Scores Individual Scores
Coover League Points Coover League Points
New York 17,654 Paul Twin Cities 3,852
Twin Cities 14,675 Mary Chicago 2,374
Detroit 12,720 Ernie D. Detroit 2,067
Chicago 7,600 Don Buffalo 2,014
Los Angeles 7,167 Pauline Twin Cities 1,749
Buffalo 6,567 Harry Twin Cities 1,670
Seattle 4,874 Winifred Twin Cities 1,330
San Francisco 4,345 John Los Angeles 1,164
. John R. Detroit 1,145
Konikow League Marie H. New York 1,064
Flint 3474 | Giara K.  Seattle 1,001
- Newark 1833 | yean Twin Cities o972
Boston 1,690 | Pueille © New York - 9568
Philadelphia 1,546 Chuck Detroit . 808
Cleveland 1,342 John Seattle 741
Youngstown 910 Artie” Detroit ' gog’
Milwaukee 84 | Ernie K. Detroit 719 .
1 Amn B. San Francisco 689
ST N 127 | RuthB..  Detroit 671
Akron 1,251 Konikow Ledgue
Pittsburgh 418 Emmett -+ Flint 966
New Haven 382 Belle Boston 865
St. Louis 819 |-
Toledo 234 Kujaec League
Allentown 195 Frank K. Oakland 796 .
West Virginia 130 Lou Akron 740

FOURTH of JULY

Its Traditions
and

Real Meaning
See Page 4

Probe Killings
Of H. Fields,
John Derrick

Federal Jury to Hear
Facts on Killer-Cops

.NEW YORK, June 28 — Pres-
sure of the Negro people against
police brutality has forced au-
thorities to conduct further in-
rqstigntiom_i of th¢ slaying of two
unarmed youths by trigger-happy
cops. : o

The Deec. 7, 1950 killing of
John Derrick, Negro veteran, by
two policemen, and ‘the May 26,
1951 murder of Henry Fields Jr.
by patrolman Samuel Applebaum,
will both be reinvestigated.

Judge Samuel S. Liebowitz of
Kings County 'Court granted an
application to resubmit the Fields
case to a grand jury. A previous
hearing had cleared the cop who'
shot the helpless Fields through
the head,

- The first grand jury hearing
onthe Fields: murder came out
with a . verdict of “justifiable
homicide,” although -eyewitness

| accounts proved that Applebaum
| shot the young Nagro witheut |-

.provocatmn

| FEDERAL J URY

. The -Derrick slaylin-g will be

' pr.ohed by -a- federal .grand jury
|for- evidence of -
federal civil rights law.-

violation- of |

" A federal investigation of the
Derrick killing followed demands
by the NAACP and Rep. Adam
Clayton Powell (D-N.Y.) that the
Department of Justice intervene
in the case.

Derrick was shot down in cold
blood on a Harlem corner by two
cops, while his hands were in the
air, and with no provocation
whatever,

EYEWITNESSES

" Eyewitnesses testified that
when Derrick was first searched
he had no weapon, and his wallet
contained $2,000. Later, police
returned and after the second
search claimed to find a gun, and
the money disappeared.

The Derrick murder aroused
widespread resentment in Harlem,
and huge protest meetings ex-
pressed the demands of the Negro
people that the killer-cops be
brought to justice.

Despite the fact that thé cops
have committed several similar
crimes in recent months, not one
of these gangsters in wuniform
have been indicted and brought to
justice.

WASHINGTON D. C., June
26 — In the Federal . District
Court ‘today Judge E. M. Curran
rejected the appeal for reinstate-
ment to his job made by the
legless ' vetéran James Kutcher
who. was fired in 1948 from the
Newark Veterans Administration
under Truman’s loyalty purge.
The judge ruled that the Branch
Loyalty Board had acted properly
in discharging Kutcher for his
political views and affiliation to
the Socialist Workers Party.

The judge refused to deal with
the principal ¢ontention of defense
attorney Joseph L. Rauh, Jr., that
Kutcher had been denied due
process :of ‘law by having been
dismissed without a hearing.
“The main, indeed the sole issue,
here,” Ranh argued, “is whether
the government has the right to
discharge an employee without a
Hearing.” Such a hearing is not
only a constitutional right but
was . required . even under the
Presidential order 9835 and the

was dismissed.

NO HEARING

Kutcher was never granted a
hearing because he was fired

solely for membership in the

Hatch Act though which Kutcher

Socialist Workers Party which
had been arbitrarily placed on
the  Attorney - General’'s sub-
versive blacklist without notice
or prior hearing. Subsequent
requests by the Socialist Work-
ers Party for a hearing to
disprove the allegations had been
denied. The defense attorney
pointed out the recent Supreme
Court ruling in the Joint Anti-
Fascist ‘Refugee Committee case
that the Attorney General had no
right to blacklist organizations
without a hearing.

“phelcl by U.S. Judge

“There are no const:tutlonal
rights to government employ-
ment, “the Department of Justice
attorney rejoined. “If is.a privi-
lege. The executive has untram-
melled power to -establish- any
qualifications it sees fit.” Kutcher
had no right to a.hearing but
was given an adequate one, the
government contended, |

RED-BAITING

For lack of effective argﬁ-
nients, the Department of Justice
(Continued on page 3)

‘This Is the Kind of Foreign Policy
The American People Really Want

1. Stop the war now. Don’t let it spread!
2. Withdraw all American troops from Korea!
'8, Recognize the government of New China!’

4. Let the American people vote on the issue
of war and peace in a national referendum!

.

Rally Celebrates

Bring Gls Home Now --
Is Way to Korea Peace

gate Malik,

eighth parallel, has naturally
peace among the people here

Tenth Year of
Ford Local 600

DETROIT, June 23—Thousands
of auto workers and their families,
(daily press reports vary from
thirty to fifty thousand), turned
out to participate in the tenth
anniversary celebration of River
Rouge Ford Local 600, UAW-CIO,
largest local union in the weorld.
They rejected with contempt the
order of Walter Reuther and the
International executive board that
they boycott the local celebration,
because an invitation had been
extended to Johm L. Lewis to
speak.

The mass turnout was larger
than ‘any previous local union
meeting in the area. Only the
Cadillac Square demonstration
against the Taft-Hartley Act in
1947 was larger, and that was
held under the auspices of the
International union. The thou-
siinds of union men and women
meeting in the immediate vicinity
cf the Ford empire was an in-
spiring sight.

MEMBERS DISSATISFIED

The enthusiasm and eagerness
of the participating auto workers
Lore witness to one main fact:
the rank and file members of the
UAW are keenly dissatisfied with
‘the Reuther leadership, its pro-
gram, policies and activities. They
have little confidence in their
present International officers, and
are searching for a new leader-
ship. From this point of view
they welcomed the emergence of
Local 600 under President Carl
Stellato in the ranks of the op-
position forces within the UAW.,
They look forward hopefully to
the elaboration by this movement
of a constructive program to lift
the union out of its present dis-

| couragement. It is clear that the

rank and file wants to return

fContinned on Page 2)

By Murry Weiss
Less than two months after the
labor officials ended their walk-
out from all government agencies
and crawled back without winning
a single demand, it has become
necessary. for the CIO to threaten
another walkout. Emil Rieve,
speaking officially for the CIO,
announced on June 26, that he
would recommend to the United
Labor Policy Committee that the
unions boycott the war mobiliza-
ticn law Congress is now enacting.
Rieve, head of the CIO Commit-
tee on Economic Policy, and labor
member of the Wage Stabiliza-
tion Board, said: “If such a weak
law is enacted . . . we in the CIO,
at least, will have to reconsider
cur whole attitude toward the
stabilization program.”

Such threats remind one of the
man, who after being submitted
to a merciless beating, turns to
his assailants and say's, “If I
bhear one more insult from you I
shall take drastic action.”

The results of the labor of-

ficials’ capitulation to Truman
last April ean be estimated if we
compare the demands of the labor
cfficials during the walkout with
what has happened since the
return of labor to the govern-
ment agencies.

DEMANDS AND RESULTS
Demands during the walkout:
1. Legislation that would ef-

Teetively avoid runaway prices.
2. Correct ineffective rent

controls.

3. Tax high incomes.
4. Alow small business a real

share in fulfilling rearmament
contracts.
5. Grant organized labpor

genuine participation in govern-
ment policy-making.

Now what has happened since
the walkout ended; how has the
“changed attitude in Washing-
ton,” hailed by the labor officials
as the excuse for ending the
boycott, manifested itself?

1. Prices and profits continue
to  skyrocket; only wages are
being “stabilized.” Even the price

rollbacks that were scheduled are
now under fire in Congress.

2. “Ineffective rent controls”
are being ‘“corrected,” by a 20
per cent boost on residential
rents.

3. Congress is preparing  to

| rob the paychecks pf the Ameri-

can workers with another 121/
per cent witholding tax and sales
tax on hundreds of necessities.

4, The government continues
to donate huge subsidies and
plants to private corporations.

5. Every government agency,
the whole Congress and the entire
rolicy making sef-up in Wash-
ington remains in the hands of
Big Business, with labor frozen
cut cold.

THE SCORE
The score for the realization of
labors demands reads — zero!

Nothing has been gained by
crawling back to the government
agencies. The labor officials
remain “window dressing” for the
Big Business Washington . show.
And the workers remain defense-

less in the face of the savage
political offensive of the capital.
ists against their living standards.

On May 7, the Militant wrote,
“The ‘peace’ between Truman
and the labor leaders may be only
a shortlived one. Another ecrisis
may break out soon. But the
problems which the workers con-
front require more than the
maneuvers of Philip Murray and
Wm. Green; they require a full
break with capitalist politics, the
organization of labor’s own party,
and a struggle against the im-
perialist war plans which are in-
compatable with the well being
of the American people.”

The correctness of this program
has been underlined by every
recent event. Take the recent
victorious CIO maritime strike.
What a contrast it offers between
the economic power of American
labor and its political weakness.
Within two weeks the CIO mari-
time unions won big concessions
from the shipowners. The ship-
owners didn’'t dare even to think
of herding scabs., Yet the NMU,

CIo Threatens Boycott of Govt. Agencies

like all labor is completely un-
protected on the political front.

Ameriean labor, the most
powerful force in America, is
literally without a single repre-
sentative in Congress. Evéry gain
made by the workers in the
economic struggle,-is stolen from
them on the political arena.

It is time to pass from threats
to actipn. It is time to withdraw
from all government agencies, and
mobilize the independent political
strength of the unions to carry
out labor’s program.

Art Preis Condition

Reported Improved

NEW YORK, June 28 — Art
Preis, veteran Militant reporter,
who was operated on last week,
is reported by his physicians to
be definitely improved.

Comrade Preis, who suffered
an attack of peritonitis after an
operation, is being kept in an oxy-

gen tent. He is at Beth Israel
Hospital, New York City.

Washmgton, Kremlin chker
On Terms for Armed Truce
At Expense of Asian People

By Joseph Andrews
The Korea “cease-fire” proposal of Soviet UN dele-

‘in substance. similar to previous proposals °
made by Washington to halt hostilities at the thirty-

aroused hopes for a genuine
and throughout the world.

But all that has been proposed thus far is an armistice,
after which presumably negotiations would follow on the
: @Bterms for a settlement of the war.

The American people can place.
no trust and confidence in either
of the main protagonists in the
current “peace” negotiations: the
Truman administration on the one
side, and the Kremlin on the
other. Whatever else may be un-
certain, a genuine peace in Asia
will not be achieved through any
deal between Washington and
Moscow, which can be made made
only at the expense of “third
parties,” in this case, at the ex-
pense of the peoples of Korea,
China and the rest of Asia.

iSo far as the American people
are concerned, any deal arranged
in Korea will bring no relief from
the arms race. Least of all, will
it bring the U.S. troops back
ome or appreciably slow down C
the drive toward all-out war,

A STALEMATE

It is no mystery why the Tru-
man administration is obliged to
play along with a possible deal
in connection with Korea. It is
‘he most unpopular war in Ameri=
can history and in many respects |
the: costliest and the least .
promising one undertaken by any
imperialist power in modern
times.

From the standpoint of the
ruling circles it is, indeed, as
General Bradley put it a “wrong”
War on all counts: against the -
“wrong” enemy, in the “wrong”
place and at a “wrong” time.
Statements by Secretary of State
Acheson “and General Ridgeway
to the effect that a cessation of
hostilities at the Thirty-eighth
parallel would' constitute a “v1c-
tory’ is simply a recognition of
the fact that the most expedient -
way out of the Korean “policy
action” is a stalemate.

‘After one year of costly combat
the U.S. military forces, although
far better equipped than the
Korean and Chinese armies, have
proved too weak to score a
decisive ' vietory. Far greater
forces, plus an extension of the
hostilities to the Chinese main«
iand, are required for any hope
of vietory.

The- decisive military and poli-
tical . circles are neither willing
to commit such forces, nor are .
they so certain of the outcome -
even if this is done, as the Senate
hearings on the firing of Maec-
Arthur have clearly brought out, .

U.S. ADVANTAGE

A settlement that would leave
Korea as a stalemate, enable the
American imperialists to retain-
Formosa and to shunt revolu-
tionary China aside, would be to
the advantage of Washington,
untying its hands for its main .
strategic- war plan: a showdown
with the Kremlin on the Europeam
continent. ;

Even so, Washington has en-
tered the negotiations with mixed
emotions. A secret memorandum '
released “by mistake” in Tokyo
on June 26 reveals an inclination -
on the part of the Truman ad- |
ministration to keep the war 5
going, regardless of Moscow's
maneuvers. This is also shown by:
a N. Y. Times dispatch from
Washington, dated June 23, which
notes that Washington “is even
slightly fearful that it might find
that the Russians really do want
to talk peace.” 5

But the capitalist rulers of
America must also reckon with
the burning popular, feeling for

peace, which has grown stronger.
(Continued on page 3), , g




| Notebook of an Agitator

I read Norman Mailer’s great war novel, The
Naked and The Dead, two years ago on a
California vacation when I had plenty of time
* to work my way slowly through the huge bulk
of its realistic detail and to notice, as I went
along, that the story of militarized life, with
all jts episodes skillfully woven together into
one tremendous whole, was loaded with symbols
~and overtones of a wider comprehension which
enriched the story without slowing it down.
Here is a writer, I thought, who looks with
profound insight into the heart of present-day
man and his contradietion, and sees thel central
problem which history has dumped into his lap
and told him to solve or perish. )

War and militarism — the governing theme
of this book — is the dominating reality of our
time; or rather, half of this reality. The other
half is revolution. And the two are joined to-
. gether as inseparably as the Siamese twins. Im-
plicit in The Naked and The Dead was the
promise that the author, once he had got the
war out of his system, would courageously face
this side of social reality too, and report it
truthfully. Behind the war novel, powerful in
jts unflinching realism, the author’s aspiring
direction toward even wider fields was clear.
~ Here was no mere journalist, however obser-
" vant and scrupulausly honest in his report, but
‘s thinking and feeling man who was already
trying to look through and beyond the war to

outcome.

Here was & new young writer, fresh and
vigorous, untainted by the weary disillusion-
ment and sickly ecapitulationism whieh has
robbed the older generation of intellectuals of
their artistic integrity and turned them into
slick propagandists for the status quo, which is
as out-of-date as its unbelieving boosters. In
this time of turmoil and confusion, the shameful
abdication of the older writers has ¢ agated a
wvacuum. The people need new writers, above all
novelists, for they see deeper and have more
freedom to tell the truth than others.

- 1 expected great things from Mailer, and
‘have no doubt this hope was shared by many
others who recognized, as I did, that the author
of The Naked and The Dead, who demonstrated
in that book that he is capable of looking fear-
lessly ‘at all the details of contemporary reality,
however ugly and even monstrous, also has
something else on the ball. After an interval
of three years Mailer’s socialist novel, Barbary

the rough hustle it is getting from the ecrities
tells far more about them than it tells about
the book itself. '

CRITICS ARE BIASED

. They pretend to judge fiction solely by its
stylistic merit and success of character delinea-
tion — “art for art’s sake.” But they are all
well aware that the publications they write for
have a political line and their appreciation of
* literary art usually coincides with: it. When a
book with a different political slant comes along
,once in a while they get themselves into an
uproar and find all kinds of fault with its style
a3 well as its message. They have become ac-
customed to applauding the pessimistic con-

and all that superficial, smart-aleck coterie who
make a principle of disillusionment and capitula-
tion. When a serious and honest writer like
Mailer comes along, and picks up the banner
of socialist culture abandoned by the apostates,
he surprises them like an unannounced and un-
welcome intruder. They set upon him like a
squad of bouncers in a hightoned saloon. In
their fury they forget themselves and their
critical manners and attack the political content
of his book, disregarding the critical eredo that
-the politics in a novel doesn’t count, only the art.
: -Time magazine, that house of ill fame where
- ex-radical literati display their fading charms,
derides Mailer as the “Last of the Leftists” in
a snotty review which summarizes the political
content of his book and finds it entirely out of
line with God, country and Henry Luce. The
author “has a bad case of moral claustrophobia.”
“Barbary Shore is perched on the stilts of four
fallacies.” It “is hauled from the literary grave-
yard of the ’30s, when ‘social consciousness’ was
in vogue.” “It tries to pin the blame for human
evil on the favorite villain of every park-bench
anarchist, ‘the system.” Most of the other
reviews I have read follow the same line, but
naturally Time, the nation’s pace-setter in in-
intellectual debauchery, does the dirtiest job.

.‘joined in the genéral condemnation of Barbary
Shore. “It is a bad book,” says the reviewer
"~ Robert Friedman, “so utterly, unbelievably bad,
/that éven the capitalist eritics must say so. And
"they say so regretfully, for Mailer has written
a Trotskyite tract. . .”

I read the reviews before I got a chance to
* rvead the book, and they predisposed me in
. favor of it. If Mailer had succeeded in telling
a good story with the underlying affirmation of
the socialist ideal as a faith to live by, so that
the ordinary man, for whom novels ought to be
.. written, could read as he runs, I would be only
“too happy to praise and thank him for his
accomplishment as I do for his effort. But I
- cannot conscientiously do that. To my great
dlsappomtment I found the book gravely defec-
tive in content and difficult in style. It is cast
“in cryptic, allegorical form that is very hard to
follow without a, map and compass. And his
- attempt to depict the revolutionary movement
* throws no light on the reality, for the reason
that the author himself obviously does not see
it and therefore cannot tell others what it looks
like. Artistically, it seems to me, Mailer is play-
ing around experimentally with uncommunica-
" tive literary form%. And politically, I cannot
escape the painful conclusion that he doesn’t
~know what he is talking about.

The whole scene of the novel is laid in a

run-down Brooklyn rooming house with a cast
of characters who, if I read the cryptic seript
- correctly, are supposed to represent various
segments of the socialist 'movement and the
hostile foces impinging upon it. Michael Lovett,
the narrator, is an ex-soldier who can’t remember
hlS ‘past life, except in snatches. He is trying
to write a novel in a sun-baked attic room.
There is McLeod, an ex-Stalinist functionary
who served on the GPU terror squad in Spain
and has the blood of honest revolutionists on
his hands. He has also switched sides and served
the FBI. At the time we catch him in Barbary
Shore he is dickering with an FBI agent over

its causes and implications and its ultimate

Shore (Rinehart, $3}, has now appeared, and

fessional revelations of ex-radicals like Koestler

The Stalinist. Daily . ‘Worker, for .its_part, .

BARBARY SHORE

the surrender of a secret “little object,” which
he is trying to hold out, and which in the end
turns out to be his ‘“socialist conscience.” Isn’t
that a hell of a thmg for a GPU murderer to be
carrying around in his pocket? That is not
credible, Mr. Mailer.

There is the FBI agent Hollingsworth, who
has a room in the house and keeps working on
McLeod, trying to third degree him into the
surrender of his “little object” — as if the FBL
cares a hoot about anybody’s conscience, revolu-
tionary or otherwise, as long as he does their
work: Next is a girl roomer, Lannie Madison,
who is as crazy as a cuckoo and sexually
abnormal. She talks ramblingly of “the man with
the beard” — presumaby Trotsky — to whom
she introduced the ‘assassin sent by “the man
with the pipe” — presumably Stalin — and then,
after the murder, went off her nut and is that
way when we run across her in the book.

In addition, and vitally important to the story,
is the landlady, a former burlesque queen,
slightly faded but still equipped with plenty of
what the customers used to pay to see, and
proud of it. She wants to be called only by
her last name. “I was born Beverly Guinevere,
but when I was on the stage, I just used to
call myself Guinevere, you know one name, like
Margo and Zorina.,” So Guinevere it is. She
turns out to be the secret wife of McLeod. And
romping all over the house is their three-year

" old daughter Monina — as precocious, shrewdly

sophisticated, demanding and charming a little
monster as I have ever encountered since my
precious granddaughter bit ' my hand to make me
open up and give her the lollypop I was holding
out on her. T love that little Monina. And
Guinevere is not too bad. Neither Guinevere nor
Monina has any abstract ideas. That provides
a little needed relief from the everlasting talk-
talk-talk of the other characters who seem to
have nothing else.

As for the revolutionary movement — the real
movement — I don’t see it here. This movement
lives in great surging tides of people throughout
the world — in the trade unions, parties, mass
meetings, strikes, demonstrations and commit-
tees of housewives protesting high prices in
the imperialist countries; in the prisons. and
forced labor camps of the Soviet Union; and in
the mighty upheavals of the colonial millions in
the orient — a movement often misled, often
struggling blindly, but ever struggling and
striving toward its destined goal just the same.
It lives in the smaller groups, sometimes in
single individuals, who are the carriers of ideas

which theorize the struggle and foresee its line ]

of march — “represent the future of the move-
ment in its present” — and aim to unify and
coordinate ‘it.. This, the real revolutionary
movement, does not appear and is not -even
reflected in this book. _

It looks to me as though Mailer is a good man
fallen among screwballs, who have given him a
bum steer about the revolutionary movement,
what it is, and who represents it. I have been
in the movement more than forty years, man
and boy, and I don’t recognize it, nor any
representation of it, cryptical, mystical, sym-
bolieal, or any other way, in the characters who
talk in riddles all over Beverly Guinevere's
rooming house. If this madhouse deseribed in
Barbary Shore, and the people who inhabit it
and talk through all hours of the night, are the
revolutionary movement, I am going to grab my
hat and light out for a small community of
simple people who work in the day time and
sleep at night, and settle down there for the rest
of my natural life.

The supreme falsity of the book is its central
character — McLeod. This ex-GPU agent and
murderer turned FBI agent and informer —
an easy enough transition, often made in real
life — nevertheless balks at giving up his secret
“little object,” namely, his “socialist conscience.”
He hands it over to Lovett, the narrator, on a
slip of paper, as his last will and testament,
.shortly before Hollingsworth, impersonator of
the FBI, bumps him off. This is no representa-
tive of “the heritage of socialist culture.” When
socialist culture becomes triumphant, one of the
first acts of the victorious revolution will be to
round up all such scoundrels as McLeod and try
them for their crimes against socialism.

Guinevere, the most solid and real character in
the story, is not troubled with any faney ideas
at all — nothing but what comes naturally,
nothing but old-fashioned sex appeal without
any ideological trimmings, which she flaunts
around with an easy sense of power over all

., the intellectual characters in the house. The

space allotted to her and her doings might be
thought disproportionate in a novel of ideas.
But her attraction which lures all of them —
Lovett and Hollingsworth, as well as her dis-
.possessed husband, MeLeod — is meant to
symbolize, I suppose, that men cannot live by
ideas alone. The author may have a point there,
I have heard many rdimors and reports to this
effect.

There is no doubt that Time’s review was
right in saying that Mailer’s central theme in
Barbary Shore is the vindication of socialist
culture as the hope of mankind. But I do not
recognize socialist culture in the character he
depicts as its special répresentative, nor in any
of the logquacious erack-pots, who live and talk
their heads off in Guinevere’s rooming house.

And finally, in my opinion, Mailer's great
theme gets bad service from the cryptic and
arty style of its presentation. It is not my
intention to be disrespectful toward young
artists who find it necessary for their self-
expression to experiment with different forms,
or to create new ones. But for the life of me I
can’t see any sense in incommunieativeness. I
don’t care for writing that has to be explained
to me, or that I have to work at like a puzzle.
Why can’t writing explain itself? Time is fleet-
ing, and thé writer who wants to get attention
from the general run of people should try to
make it simple.

Mailer can do better than this. The Naked
and The Dead stands as convincing proof. And I
am sure he will do better when he recognizes
that the defense of socialist culture, which he
has undertaken, is a bigger subject than he
knew and requires more profound study. Let him
get out of the stagnant back-waters on the
fringe of the great river and explore the main
stream. Let him study and master his theme
and return fo ibts representation another time
with the necessary equipment. And good luck
to him, and thank him for the try.
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Another ‘Liberation’ Boon

Truman’s “police action” has deprived thousands of home-
less and abandoned children in Korea of any means of livelihood
except through black market operations. Shown above, near Seoul’s
east gate, is a woman aided by two little boys, selling stolen goods.

Practically all of the American
labor leaders kept their mouths
discreetly shut during the first
week after the new Smith Act in-
dictments of 21 Communist Party
leaders. A few liberal newspapers,
erganizations and individuals
voiced protests or doubts about
this latest extension of the witch
hunt, but they were exceptions.

It is easy to explain the reac-
tions of silence, apathy and sub-
mission from the labor and liberal
circles which in the past could
‘be depended on to do something,
‘or at least say something, against
attacks on civil liberties. -

Some have been frightened into
line by the pressure to conform
generated by the Truman ad-
ministration’s war policies; others
have buckled under the witch-
hunt which now has the blessings
of the Supreme Court. In addi-
tion, many.have bheen so.repelled
and disgusted by the scabby
record of the Stalinists that they

refuse to have anything to do

By John G. Wright

JUNE 28 — Moving in behalf
of the British oil monopolists, the
Laborite government, through its
Premier Attlee and Foreign
Minister Morrison, is openly
resorting to ecomomic and mili-
tary “sanctions” in the Iranian
crisis. The Tory chieftain Chur-
chill has been closeted in secret
with Attlee to “work out a
bipartisan  Labor - Conservative
policy for waging economic war-
fare against Iran,” reports the
N. Y. Herald-Tribune’s London
correspondent. .

The Truman administration,
which had previously assumed the
mask of impartiality, has thrown
it weight 100 per cent behind the
British imperialists. In a stiff
note to the Mossadegh govern-
ment, U.S. Secretary of State
Acheson has intervened, denounc-
ing Iran for its “threat and fear”
tactics, demanding that Iran make
a deal on British terms to “permit
the econtinued operation of the
oil industry.”

ROAD TO DISASTER

Only two days previously
Acheson had declared in Wash-
ington that “there is every in-
dication the situation (in Iran) is
moving rapidly along the road
to disaster.”” The next day, he
assured the Senators that the
U.S. had “no thought” whatever
of intervening. Then followed the
brazen attempt to -dictate to the
Iranian people,

Acheson's diplomatic ultimatum
to Iran follows the report made
public on Monday, June 25 that
four American destroyers from
Singapore had been ordered to

i

British, Backed by U.S.,

Threaten Iranian People

the Persian gulf. Acheson had
disclaimed knowledge of this
dlrectwe

' The policy of ‘“threat and fear”
is all on the side of the British
and their Washington backers.

The British cruiser Mauritius
has been ordered to the scene*“to
help protect or evacuate British
nationals if necessary.” British
troops stationed in Egypt and on
the island of Cyprus have been
alerted. British Foreign Minister
Morrison stated in the House of
Commons that “other measures”
had also been taken and that
“we . .. can take action at very
short notice.”

THREAT OF FORCE

This statement, according to the
Herald-Tribune’s correspondent is
“the most direct threat of force
yet made by the British govern-
ment.”

In a whole series: of moves
designed to completely shut down
the nationalized, oil industry of
Iran, orders have been issued by
London for its fleet of tankers to

“| withdraw. Agha Jari, the biggest

oil field in the area, was shut
down on Wednesday June 27, and
the field staff of 700 ordered to
leave. The general manager of
the refinery at Abadan, Erie
Drake, had already been ordered
to go to Basra, Iraq from “where
he will continue to act_ as the
company’s general manager” in
both Iran and Iraq.

The stage has been set for a
mass evacuation of the British
technicians, who had previously
kept threatening to resign ecol-
lectively. The Iranian Premier
Mossadegh has addressed an ap-

peal by radio calling upon all

(Continued from Page 1)
to the early organizing tradition
of the UAW|

President Stellato said he was
“shocked” by the boycott declared
by the international executive
board.

“Never before in the history of
the UAW can I recall where the
international union has attempted
to pass official judgment on any
kind of a local union celebration,”
Stellato said.

“This undemocratic action of
the executive board was bound to
be resented by every sincere
thinking unionist who has any
knowledge of the traditions of
the UAW.”

The five key GM locals in Flint
voted to attend, as well as locals
throughout the state of Michigan.
Delegations Wwere also present
from Ohio and Indiana. The day’s
festivities included a cavaleade to
welcome John. L. Lewis on the
arrival of his train in the morning
(chservers estimated more than
1500 cars), a capacity banquet of
1500 unionists at the Masonie
Temple at noon, which was ad-
dressed by Stellato and Lewis.
At the giant mass rally at 3
P. M., all the local 600 officers
spoke, as well as a| number of
guests. These included the Rev.
Charles A. Hill. He played an
outstanding role in 1940 as presi-
dent of the NAACP in leading
the Ford Negro workers into the
ranks af the UAW-CIO. In addi-
tion to the official UAW boycott,
Philip Murray, President of the
CIO, failed to answer the local’s
invitation to attend the rally and
speak,

Tocal preparations for the rally
were unique in many ways. A

special addition of Ford Facts,

FORD 600 CELEBRATES
10th YEAR AT BIG RALLY

official paper of Local 600, an-
nouncing the festive celebration,
was distributed in plants through-
out the city by participating op-
position forces. Large ads ap-
peared in the daily press. Press
releases defying the international
appeared, and spot announcements
were purchased on the radio.
Throughout the day Local 600's
flying squadron was very active.

Carl Stellato caught the spirit
of the meeting when he declared,

1“No one dictates to the auto

workers.” The obvidus defiance of
international orders not to attend

.on the part of so many thousands

indicates a great yearning for a
new and more militant course in
the UAW.

with any case involving them,
even when it also involves the
general issue of defending eivil
liberties. .

STALINIST PRACTICES

It is easy to explain these reac-
tions, but impossible to justify
ithem. The truth of the matter is
‘that the labor and liberal leaders
are imitating the vilest practices
‘of the Stalinists.
The nature of these practices
'was amply indicated in the Min-
‘neapolis case, in which 18 leaders
‘of the Socialist Workers Party
iand Teamsters Local 544 - CIO
iwere convicted in 1941 in the first
trial under the Smith Act and
were sent to prison in 1944, after
the Supreme Court had refused
'to rule on the constitutionality of
ithat thought-control law.
Organizations representing mil-
lions of workers, recognizing the
fundamental .issues in this case,
‘rallied to the defense of the 18
'prisoners. The Stalinists were the
only group in the labor and liberal
movements who opposed such
defense. They not only opposed it,
but did everything they eould to

their. jobs

the same salaries, emoluments

ECONOMIC SANCTIONS

ones who have

foreign technicians to remain on
and assuring that
“those wishing to serve Iran with
fidelity would continue to enjoy

and advantages as in the past.”

The British imperialists are the
shrieked the
loudest, as they still do, about
the alleged “danger” that Iranian
nationalization would curtail oil
supplies to the West. These same
people.abetted by Washington, are

sabotage it.

WEINSTOCK’S TREACHERY

Louis Weinstock, then a mem-
ber of the CP National Board,
behavetl in a manner typical of
the CP as a whole. As secretary-
treasurer of New York Distriet
Council 9 of the AFIL, Brother-
hood of Painters, he fought
bitterly against all efforts to
commit the council to the defense
of the 18.

He even went to the lengths of
corfesponding with Vietor E.
Anderson, government prosecutor
in the Minneapolis case, in order
to get “arguments” against the
SWIP. On June 12,1944 he proudly
issued to the press a letter he had
solicited from Anderson which

Labor’s Own Civil Rights
At Stake in C.P. Case

later Weinstock himself was ar-
rested under the Smith Act.

The Stalinists were widely
denounced in the labor and liberal
movements for their reaectionary
policy in the Minneapolis case,
and for their refusal to defend
the rights of James Kutcher, the
legless vietim of the government
purge. And justly so. For they
trampled on the tradition of labor
solidarity, which is based on the
principle that it is necessary to
defend the civil rights of all
groups under attack, no matter
what political differences one way
have with them.

THE SAME MISTAKE

But aren’t most of the labor
and liberal leaders today proceed-
ing in the same fashion? Don’t
they refuse to defend the civil
liberties of the Stalinists because
of their political differences with
them, on the same ground that
the Stalinists refuse to defend
the rights of the SWP?

The fate of Weinstock and his
fellow Stalinists offers an im-
portant lesson for every Amer-
ican concerned with preserving
the Bill of Rights. Those who
refuse or fail today to defend the
liberties of even their political
opponents are playing into the
hands of the witch-hunters and
cpening the way for a situation
tomorrow where their own lib-
erties will be jeopardized and
destroyed.
~ If the witch-hunters are per-
mitted to smash the CP, they
will be emboldened to give the
same treatment to any other
organization that refuses to go
aleng with the policies of the
capitalist class. The fight against
the Smith Act, McCarran Act,
House Un - American - Committee
and government purge must be
waged not out of sympathy for

aow doing everything in their
power to completely shut off the
flow of Iranian oil. The action
withdrawing the British tankers
is sufficient by itself to force the

claimed that the Supreme Court’s
refusal to review the Minneapolis
convictions proved that the Smith
Act was “not unconstitutional.”

the Stalinists but because the
alternative is a police state where
no one will have any rights ex-

Seven years and eight days

cept the ruling class and its poli-
tical lackeys. -

shutting down of the Iranian
refinery, since the storage facili-
ties, erected by the British, are
entirely inadequate, enough to
hold only two week’s output. The | §
British are obviously going all -
out in applying their program of
“economic sanetions” whose aim
is' to bring Tran to its khees.
By ordering the cruiser Mauri-
tius: into the Persian waters, the
British have resorted to display
of force, the traditional “gun-~
boat diplomacy” of imperialism.
In the meantime, a British War
Office director demonstratively
“inspected” the parachute brigade
recently flown to Cyprus, while
the Reuters agency reported from
Cairo that “British troops from
the Suez Canal zone are expected
to leave soon for Basra, Iraq —
next door neighbor to Iran....”

(™)

Look for the final scores on the
Blg League Militant Circulation
» and Sales Campaipn

and the announce-

ment of winners in
next week’s

This week we can

only report that
correspondence
coming into our of-
fice indicates a rous-
ing climax this Sun-
day to the contest as
the branches of the
Socialist Workers
Party conclude one of the most

the

N. Y. Times’

the “general feeling in Western
circles (at Teheran). was summed

fat is in the fire’”

faced acts of provocation. These

that under
the

cynically repeated! —
no circumstances would
British resort to force.

In the already explosive
atmosphere of Iran and of the
entire Middle East this indeed
amounts; as Acheson himself ad-
mitted, to courting “disaster.” In
tnese crimes against the Iranian
people the British have the Amer-
ican imperialists as their open
accomplices.

If these ruthless oppressors of
the Asian peoples are not stopped
in:time they will not only repeat
their atrocity in Korea but plunge
the “world into a general war.

HANDS OFF IRAN!

' Militant, you now have an

in fighting for socialism.

labor struggles, you ought

N. Y.

Name
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If this is the first time you have ever read The
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If you want to have an analysis of the current de-
velopments and problems in the American and world
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Clip the coupon below and mail it in today. Send
only $1 for a six month subscription or $2 for a full
year to The Militant, 116 University Pl., New York 8,

idea of the kind of news-

to read The Militant reg-

Street

City

State

“Tranians and foreigners alike
were stunned here” by this open
resort to mnaval power, reported
corespondent at
Teheran who went on to add that

up by one observer who said: ‘the

These British acts of economic
and military aggression are, of
course, at the same time bare-

come on the heels of previous
assurances — which are still being

successful campaigns they have
ever undertaken.

The New York comrades, for
example, plan to conclude their
neighborhood work with an
assembly of doorbell - ringing
teams this week-end to really
elinch that lead they finally suc-
ceeded in wresting from the Twin
Cities. And the Twin Cities, who

has characterized the gntire cam-
paign will no doubt likewise con-
clude their work in the same
exemplary manner, as will all the
cther activist branches.

‘When the final returns are in,
total subseriptions secured during
the ecampaign will in all likelihood
go over the 2,000 mark. That’s
an achievement every branch can
feel proud of, no matter who ends
up as winner in the contest.

To all our new readers we'd
like to extend a warm welcome.
We hope you like future issues
of The Militant as well as you did
your first copy.

We also. hope that you will|
join us in getting The Militant
into the hands. of other people
who are fed up with war and
slaughter, endless price gouging
and tax squeezing, and bottomless
corruption in government. By
passing on your copy of the one
paper that dares to tell the truth
you can help build the only move-

set the fast, energetic pace that

- T n

ment capable of winning the

socialist world of peace, plenty,

equality and boundless progress,
® k%

Mail Bag Briefs: Clara IK.

.fmoved from 14th to 11th place

and John hit the scoreboard for
the first -time evidence of
Seattle’s determination to keep
out of the cellar. Ann Birch also
won a place on the scoreboard —
part of San Francisce’s answer
to the Seattle challenge. Lou
Cooper coming up fast in the
Kujac League; can Frank K.
hold that lead? Ernie D. of
Detroit earned third place with 18
gix-month subs this week. D. C.
of St. Louis went subbing on
vacation. “Am getting to enjoy
pushing The Militant,” he writes.
Bert Deck of Chicago promises
a-“good slug for the last score-
board.” St. Paul, report Winifred
Nelson, plans to build their bundle
order to a new high — “The
aftermath of a successful cam-
paign!”
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Wall Street and ’Cease-Fire’’

The real attitude of the ruling U.S. ca-
pitalist circles to the issue of war and
peace, the central issue of our times, was
expressed last week in the jittery reac-
tion of Wall Street’s stock market and
the various commodity markets to the
news of a possible cessation of hostilities
in Korea.

The speculators in stocks agreed with
their fellow speculators in vital necessi-
ties and raw materials that this news
was highly unwelcome, if not downright

. gruesome.

On Monday, June 25, Wall Street came
close to suffering its worst day in the
last six months and the repercussions
were just as severe in the commodity
markets where, according to newspaper
reports, the “cease-fire” prospect hit like
a “bombshell.” '

It can be.said without any fear of ex-

aggeration that one year of Korea had
proved to be the most profitable year for
the American monopplists. Never before,
in war or peace, had they raked in such
fabulous profits. Under any circumstan-
ces, they would naturally hate to see the
end of this Korean bonanza.
~But there is more to it than that. As
matters now stand, Korea is the biggest
single “going” enterprise of the whole
U.S. capitalist economy, representing at
_ the same time the biggest single outlet
and spur for the ‘defense effort.” Just how
many billions Korea has already swallow-
ed up remains a most jealously guarded

_ secret, but unquestionably the expendi-

tures are huge. A sudden cessation of
these running expenditures will immedia-
tely affect many industries.

To cite a single instance, there are the
railroads. They stand to lose the lush
profits in transporting thousands of sol-
diers thousands of miles to the ports of
embarkation plus the vast tonnage of
equipment and material to supply the ac-
tive fronts.

Other suppliers and shippers will like-
wise face cutbacks. And in general, a
truce in Korea threatens a “slackening”
all along the line, especially so far as
many phases of current military produc-
4ign are concerned. To be sure, this pro-
duction is scheduled to be stepped up by
greatly increased “defense” expenditures.
But this is still several months away and
in the meantime all sorts of “slacks” will
have to be taken up and “adjustments”
made.

It is confidently expected by the capi-
talist master-minds that any such lags
and other complications will prove rela-
tively short-lived. But meanwhile the fact
remains that the immediate prospects
for profits, in the event of a Korean
peace, tend to be quite bleak — and for
the capitalists this is decisive.

To these profiteers every feasible pros-
pect of peace is nothing less than a cala-
mity ; they need war production and war
itself just to keep their decayed system
going.

Proposal by John L. Lewis

* John L. Lewis, speaking in Detroit
June 23 at the 10th anniversary rally
of Ford Local 600, UAW-CIO, proposed
unity of American labor to meet the day
when employers “attempt to whittle
down organized labor’s gains.” He sug-
gested that the powerful union move-
ment begin by setting’ up a $50 million
fund. “If that were done I would be hap-
py to recommend to the United Mine

Workers that they put up $10.million...”

he said.
That is a good proposal, properly back-
ed with ecash.
Lewis proposes unity primarily as a
means of defense against efforts of the
- corporations to throw back union condi-
tions. This in and of itself is necessary.
And there is no doubt that a unified labor
movement, representing 16 million work-
ers could fight effectively — much more
effectively — than a divided movement.

But the limited “bread and butter” ap-

proach of Lewis cannot properly defend
the workers living standards.

Labor unity would vastly strengthen
labor’s power; this power could be fully
pressed into the fight to maintain labor’s
gains, however, only if it were used on
the political field, as well as the economie.

No matter how effective Lewis’s mili-

tang strike struggles have been, and they
have won great gains for the miners, it
still remains a fact that the anti-labor
forces which dominate the Congress and
the White House undermine these gains
by legislation which fattens up the big
capitalists, and grabs ever larger por-
tions of the workers’ pay envelopes.

The combination of the AFL, CIO, and
the independent unions including the

..United Mine Workers, into one great

unified movement, would make it possi-
ble to mobilize the independent political
strength of labor. It would have the num-
bers, the apparatus and the finances to
build a potent political force.

An independent labor party, backed by
all labor, would be able to stop the anti-
labor- offensive in its tracks.

American labor has shown that it is
a mighty force; it has suffered no major
defeats since the sit-downs of 1937. It is
due entirely to the labor leader’s depend-
ence upon the capitalist parties that this
tremendous power is thwarted politically.

Lewis expressed the workers’ urge for
solidarity when he said, “When you go
forward we go forward; and when the
miners go forward, you go forward.” But
to go forward under present-day condi-
tions, requires more than pure and sim-
ple trade unionism.

Clyde | Turner
Asks Freedom
For Trenton 2

PHILA., June 25 — Mrs. Clyde
A. Turner, candidate of the
Socialist' Workers Party for the
post of Councilman frem the Fifth
Distriet, today demanded that the
ficht to free the, “Trenton Two”
be carried on as vigorously as
the campaign which resulted in
the third trial and the acquittal
of four of the defendants. .

“The ecrying injustice of the
case of the original Trenton Six,™
said Mrs. Turner, “has been
carried even further in the case
of the ‘Trenton Two.” No organ-
ization and individual seriously
concerned  with safeguarding civil
rights, fighting against race pre-
judice and police brutality ought
to rest so long as Ralph Cooper
and Collis English rot in jail. The
case of the ‘Trentpn Two’ must be
kept before the public eye. It
must be given the widest publicity
and support until English and
Cooper are set free. I pledge the
support of my organization, the
Socialist Workers Party, and my
own support to such a campaign.

“The prosecution case against|
the Trenton Six is as flagrant a|
frame-up as any on record in the
jim crow South,” stated Mrs.
Turner. “By exonerating four of
the defendants, the jury has ad-
mitted the case to be a police
frame-up. Yet, they have reversed
themselves in convicting English
and Cooper, against whom there:
was absolutely no more of a case.
What is it that has motivated the,
jury in bringing “n this eon-
tradictory wverdiet?” asked Mrs.
Turner. “We can only answer that
they were swayed by the dema-
gogic plea of the New Jersey
prosecutor that the state nolice,
and the courts would be discredit-
ed if a verdiet of innocent were
returned for all six defendants.,
This was a shabby compromise,”

Mrs. Turner concluded, ‘“The
alarming growth of police terror,
and judicial frame-ups must be
halted. In our own city, the case
of the Oscar Williams, although
convicted only for resisting arrest,
indicates. the same trend. Let
there be no rest until the legal
lynchings and frame-ups of Negro
‘Americans are halted. It is]
necessary to rally the broadest
labor and liberal support behind
the fight to free English and
Cooper. No compromise on this
vital issue.” '

Los Angeles School
In Summer Session

The TLos Angeles Militant
School has announced the begin-
ning of its summer sessions, be-
ginning Sunday, July 22.

The first class, “100 Years of
Asia in Revolt”, will begin at 7:30
p. m. The second class, the “His-
tory of Negro Struggle,” will
start at 8:45 p, m.

Tuition will be 85¢ an evening.
Unemployed will- be admitted
free.

The school is at 1702 East 4th
St. Telephone, AN. 9-4053, There

will be six sessions in all.

Bring American GIs Home Now
Is Way to Stop War in Korea

(Continued from Page 1)

in the TU.S. as shown in the
opinion polls, in the popular
reaction to the Malik offer, and
the sentiments expressed in the
ranks of the troops in Korea who
have enthusiastically greeted the
rumors of peace.

THE KREMLIN

As for the Kremlin it has once
again demonstrated how eager it
ig for a deal, no matter how
temporary, with American im-

perialism. It would not hesitate |

for a moment to sacrifice the in-
terests of the Korean people. It
did so in the original partition
of Korea; it continued, to do so

in the initial stages in the Korean

conflict by fefusing more than a
tiny trickle of supplies to the
North Koreans. It is, by its new
offer, obviously prepared to
repeat the performance.

China’s role in the situation
still remains unclear. But there
would be nothing at all surprising

in the Kremlin’s trying to run

roughshod over Peiping’s in-

‘terests. Stalin is as fearful of a
'strong revolutionary 'China as
| Washington

is. He would not
hesitate to seize an opportunity
io collaborate with the imperial-
ists at China’s expense, and in
this way increase the dependence

‘of the Mao regime upon Moscow.

Mouhtain Spring’s
CHILDREN'S CAMP

JULY 1st — to — SEPTEMBER 2nd
For boys and girls between the ages of Six and Ten
* Rates: $30 per week—$216 for whole season—9 weeks
$108 for four weeks

The capacity of the Children’s Camp is limited so make
. reservations or write for information now.

; MOUNTAIN SPRING CAMP
R. D. 1, Washington, N. J.

Tel.: Washington 1352

By its initial moves, the
Kremlin is apparently seeking to
elbow China out of taking direct
part in the “cease-fire” negotia-
tions. How far Peiping will
comply remains to be seen.

In any case, all the conditions
that precipitated the Korean con-
flict will be left intact by the
rroposed “cease-fire” at the
thirty - eighth. parallel. It per-
petuates the partition of Korea
which produced the war in the
first place. It grants no inde-
pendence or sovereignty to the
Korean people, but instead,
ensures, south of the 38 parallel,
the continued enslavement of the
people to the brutal fascist-like
regime of Syngman Rhee. It

.| assures the rule of the landlords,

usurers and the enslavement of

the peasants against which all
cf Asia is today in seething
revolt.

There will be no peace in
Korea, no peace in Asia until the
imperialists are made to realize
that the days of foreign rule
over the Asian peoples are over.
The imperialists must be made
to get out and stay out. Their day
in Asia is over. ;

The. only effective program for
peace remains:

1. Stop the war now. Don’t let
it spread!

2. Withdraw all
troops from Korea!

3. Recognize the government
of New China!

4. Let the American people
vote on the issue of war and peace

American

in a national referendum!
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—— The Stalinistb Peacé I‘rc;gram . I

By James

p—

“Peace, it’s wonderful,” says Father Divine, who is
not bound by the law of gravity and floats on the clouds
above all mundane realities. “Peace can be won by nego-
tiation and agreement with the Soviet Union,” say Foster,
Gus Hall, and all the-other New York Charlie McCarthies
of the Kremlin ventrilequist, who are by no means divine.
Their prognostication, however, has an unedrthly quality
similar to the hallucinations of the self-proclaimed Har-
lem God. .

But those who rule out the possibility of some kind
of temporary agreement between Washington and Mos-
cow — the jumping jingoes, drunk with power and ignor-
ance, who denounce any negotiation with Moscow as “ap-
peasement” and want to start throwing bombs right away
— they are talking through their hats too, and their
counsel is not likely to prevail in the highest circles of
the American ruling class who make the ultimate deci-
sions. .

In my opinion, a formal agreement is possible, and
even probable. But such an agreement, if finally arrived
at, can only be liniited, conditional and temporary. The
result of such an agreement can be nothing more than

an uneasy armed truce. The Stalinists mislead and dis-

orient the workers with their monkey-chatter about the
possibility of a solid, enduring peace based on the status
quo. The essence of the conflict consists in this: Amer-
ican imperialism requires and demands more than the
Soviet bureaucracy can pqssibly give and continue to exist.

Stalin has a great deal to give the imperialists, and |

is ready and eager to give it in payment for an agree-
ment, as he did before; and that may be enough, once
again, to buy a truce. But the prospects for real peace in
the world lie entirely outside the realm of any negotia-
tions between Washington and Moscow, and will be real-
ized by other means. They can ‘“negotiate” till the cows
come home, but the pacifists, muddle-heads and deluded
dupes of the Stalinists, who expect salvation from the
conference table, are doomed to disappointment. They are
not living in the real world.

The price which the Stalinist bureaucrats are willing
to pay for an agreement with Washington should be no
secret to informed people. 1t is already indicated by their
past practices and present tentative offers — made known
by several trial balloons sent up at Kremlin instigation
by various national Stalinist parties — as well as by the
basic theory of Stalinism devised to justify its foreign
policy since Stalin came to power in the Soviet Union in
1924. ’ ‘

COMPLETELY STERILIZED PARTIES

It is known to practically everybody by now that
the Communist parties in the countries outside Russia
are not independent orgamnizations, democratically electing
their own leaders and working out their own policy even
within the limits of a general international program. In
a long process of expulsions, splits and purges these par-
ties have been completely sterilized, deprived of all self-
acting democracy and autonomy, and rigidly controlled by
staffs of “leaders” selected and appointed by the Kremlin,
and removable at its will. It is only necessary to mention
the otherwise inexplicable meteoric rise and sudden, catas-
trophic fall of Browder, a subservient mediocrity who
missed the signals, to illustrate this truism.

These parties are instruments in the execution of
Soviet foreign policy, automatically subject to its re-
quirements. They constitute some of Stalin’s chips in the
game when his diplomats go to the conference table. They
are used as pressure groups during times of disagreement
to stir up domestic trouble in the capitalist countries by
pacifist agitation, Sometimes this leads to support of
strikes and demonstrations. The workers enter these ac-
tions in good faith for the redress of grievances inherent
in their intolerable position as victims of capitalist ex-
ploitation. The Stalinists are not primarily concerned
with that, however. Indeed, they are not concerned at
all. Their motives are exclusively political and issue from
the momentary requirements of Soviet foreign policy as
conceived by the Moscow bureaucracy, and they change
their tactics and even reverse them overnight, with new
turns in the diplomatic game.

The national Communist parties make “trouble” for

their capitalists, or help them to curb the workers’ move-
ments, with equal readiness and facility. This unprincipled-
ness and calculated treachery were already demonstrated
in the Spanish Civil War of the late Thirties. There the
Stalinists murdered as many of the best proletarian lead-
ers as they could, and strangled the proletarian revolution
in the hope of winning the confidence and good will of
the Western imperalists for a bloc against Hitler. With
the collapse of this plan and the subsequent signing of
the Stalin-Hitler Pact, the national Communist parties
immediately reversed their course and repaid Hitler for
the agreement with a rabid anti-war agitation in the
 countries allied against Nazi Germany. When Hitler tore
‘up this agreement and attacked the Soviet Union in June
1941, the Stalinist parties in the Western countries became
all-out patriots overnight, and used all the influence they
'had to harness the workers’ movements to the natfonal
‘war machines of the states allied with the Soviet Union.

After America’s entry into the war in alliance with
Russia, the American Stalinists became the most aggres-
sive advocates of the no-strike pledge and the incentive-
pay speed-up scheme to get more work out of the workers
for war production while their basic wages were frozen.
.The American workers have not, forgotten this, and it is
to be hoped they never will, for these actions showed the

| real face of American Stalinism and its real attitude to-

ward the American working class.

STALIN’S PROPOSED HORSE-TRADE

The break-up of the “Grand Alliance” of the West-
ern powers and the Soviet Union brought a reversion of

Stalinist tactics back to “radicalism” again and a general

What Stalin

ffers

P. Cannon e —

position of opposition to the governments, It is this “radi=
cal” opposition that Stalin is now offering to trade off
as part of the price of another deal with Western imper-
ialism in general and Washington in particular. That is .
the real meaning of the peace campaign with its central
demand for “negotiations and agreement with the Soviet
Union.” Not long ago the British Communist Party put
out a feeler in the form of a statement reminiscent of

| “Peoples Front” days, offering to withdraw its opposition

to the Labor Government on condition of such an agree-
ment: This was followed even more directly and author-
itatively by the declaration of Togliatti, just returned from
Moscow, at the Seventh Congress of the Italian Communist
Party at Milan in April.

“We are ready,” said Togliatti, “to give up opposi-
tion in Parliament and in the country to any government
which would radically modify Italy’s foreign policy so
that Italy shall not be swept into the whirlwind of a new
war.” Togliatti, ostensibly directing his remarks to the
Italian puppet government but in reality to its American
master, is conveying a message straight from Moscow:
“Change your foreign policy, negotiate and agree with the
Soviet Union, and we will withdraw our opposition in Par-
liament, ‘and in the country.” We will stop our agitation
for strikes for higher wages, and tell the hungry unem-
ployed to eat peace slogans for a while and be happy.”

THE BASIS FOR A DEAL

Stalin is ready and willing to sell the services of the
Communist parties in the capitalist countries, and in the
colonial and semi-colonial countries too, to curb revolution-
ary movements and guarantee. domestic peace,.in return
for an agreement with the Western imperialist powers.
And what is more, this offer is iseriously meant and in
the event of a deal, would be carried out in practice as it
was before. Whether this could stop the revolutionary

movements and colonial uprisings is another matter.

The second offer Stalin is prepared to make and car-
ry out is to stop all “expansion,” all infringement on the
existing borders of the capitalist part of the world, either
by military aggression or internal coups of the national
Communist parties. He will even go so far as to aid in
crushing any genuine workers’ revolution which
might occur, as was done in Spain. If, as the Washington
statesmen and generals represented when the “Truman
Doctrine” was proclaimed, their aim is only to “contain”
the so-called “communism” of Stalinism in its present
domain — in short, to preserve the status quo — they
are demanding only what Stalin really wants, and they
can get an iron-clad agreement to that effect tomorrow
morning. That can very well be the basis for a temporary
agreement and truce emerging from the projected meet-
ing of the four powers, for which the Deputy Foreign .
Ministers are now discussing an agenda in Paris.

But will Stalin’s offer to stop the radical agitation
of the national Communist parties and freeze the division
of the world at the present borders — will or can such
an offer be accepted by Washington as anything more '
than a temporary expedient until better preparations are
made for an all-out war? This question raises another
question which goes to the very heart of the world con-
fliot: the validity of the theory on which the whole Stalin-
ist “peace” campaign is based — the possibility of ‘the
“peaceful co-existence” of capitalism and the Soviet Union
with its nationalized economy and monopoly of foreign
trade. This question must now be examined theoretically -
and practically, for the real issue of war and peace centers
precisely here.

(Next Week: The Theory of “Peaceful Co-Existenc.‘é”)

FIRING OF LEGLESS VET
UPHELD BY U.S. JUDGE

'(Continued from Page 1)
representative resorted to heavy
red-baiting. “This man admits
membership in the Socialist

Kutcher, he said, is entitled
under the law to a hearing which
he never got. Both he and his
party have repeatedly denied that
they advocate overthrow of the

Workers Party founded by Leon
Trotsky, the Communist revolu-
tionary. Kutcher stated he be-
lieved in Trotsky’s methods in

founding the Soviet Union. He
said that the U.S. government is
run by a minority of capitalists

and that there should be produe-|

tion for use instead of production
for profit in this country. There
is no reason why a man must be
kept on the rolls no matter what
‘he thinks about the government
and when he disagrees with its
every principle.”

The government admitted that
the head of the VA and the
Loyalty Review Board had upheld
Kutcher’s discharge because of
membership in the Socialist
Workers Party but asserted that
this was an additional ground for
his dismissal and not the only
one. By this dodge they sought
to avoid meeting the defense con-
tention that Kubcher had been
vietimized without a hearing.

REBUTTAL

In rebuttal Rauh remarked
that the government attorneys
took the position that Federal
workers have no rights. This
makes government workers into
a sort of “legal lepers” outside
the pale of the law., But they do
have certain rights — and these
have been violated in Kutcher's

case,

U.S. government by force and
violence, as the Attorney-General
alleged in stigmatizing them as
disloyal. Yet neither were given
the opportunity to refute these
accusations. ' -
Judge Curran said in his
decision that the appeals au-
thorities had merely sustained
Kutcher’s initial removal from

employment and not effected it.

He admitted that these higher
bodies had affirmed Kutcher's
discharge on account of his mem-
bership but that the ground for
their affirmation was “imma-
terial.” d

Kutcher’s attorney immediately
announced his intention to appeal
the unfavorable ruling to the U.8.
Court of Appeals in the District
of Columbia this fall. The case
will very likely have to be carried
up to the U.S. Supreme Court
within the next year.

“The Case of the Legless Vet-
cran” is the only loyalty test
case now before the higher courts,
It may well become decisive in
determining the constitutionality
and status of the entire loyalty
purge. This gives added im-
portance to the new campaign for
funds just launched by the Kut-

cher Civil Rights Committee to

help carry through Kuicher’s
fight for justice. Contributions
for his defense should be sent to
19 West 10th St., N, Y. 11, N. Y.




Ask any schoolboy who the leaders of the
American Revolution were and he will promptly
tell you that George Washington was commander-
in-chief of the army, father of his country,
chopped down a cherry tree and never told a lie;
that Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration o
Independence; and John Hancock was the first
to sign it. It is true that these men were great:
leaders of our first Revolution.

But the greatest of them all, the leader of the
leaders of the revolution, the “grand incendiary”
whose head England demanded, is not as well-
known to the American people. The name of Sam
Adams, organizer of the American Revolution,
has been all but blotted out of the popular mind.
-+ Considering that the revolution laid the foun-
dations for this mightiest of all capitalist na-
tions, you would think that the men of wealth
and power — the chief beneficiaries of the revo-
lution — would feel indebted to this man and
honor his memory. But the capitalist class, though
incapable of making or leading its own revolu-
tions, is never grateful to those who open the
floodgates of popular revolt. On the contrary, the
ruling class and its spokesmen despise and fear
them. When they have to talk about them, they
_usually slander them as terrorists, dictators or
crazy fanatics.

. There was no doubt among the participants on
either side of the revolution as to who its real
leader was. Thomas Jefferson said Sam Adams
was “truly the Man of ' the Revolution.” Lord

North, British Prime Minister, nicknamed the

American patriots “Sam Adams’ crew,” and or-

dered Adams arrested and brought to London to

stand trial for treason, The British offered am-
nesty to every rebel in America — except Sam

Adams.
~In his semi-hostile biography of Adams John

Miller states flatly: “By the time of the Declara-

tion of Independence Sam Adams had attained

celebrity as. the foremost revolutionist in Amer-
© ica.”

PROFESSIONAL REVOLUTIONIST

Sam Adams was unique among the leaders of
the revolution. To begin with, he was a revolu-
tionist by profession. Having once embraced the

. cause of national liberation he devoted his life

- exclusively to the job of preparing and organiz-
ing the revolution, while other heroes mianuged
to combine the noble struggle for liberty with
the more substantial cause of land-grabbing, spe-
culating and profiteering at the expense of the
people. Adams thought the cause of freedom was
worth the whole of his time, resources and ener-
gies, a trait simply incomprehensible to the or-
dinary bour\gcms with the soul of a huckster.
Sam’s more \‘practical” (and nowadays more fa-
mous) cousin John Adams said of him: “He never
looked forward in life, never planned, laid a
scheme, or formed a design of laying up anything
for himself or others after him.”

Sam Adams was considered by his contempor-
aries on both sides of the Atlantic to be the most
skillful revolutionary strategist, tactician, propa-
gandist, politician and organizer in the world,
and he well deserved the reputation. Yet none
of these qualities explain the special role of
Sam Adams that so endeared him to the rebel-
lious people, and earned him the enduring hatred
of aristocrats and despots. Sam Adams organized
the great mass of artisans and workers of Bos-
ton into fighting detachments, and led them in
head-on assault against the forces of “law and
order,” against the persons and property of the
pro-British aristocracy, and against the treacher-
ous, vacillating “patriot” merchants, Therein
lies the answer to the riddle: Why have the
“official” historians belittled and maligned the
memory of Sam Adams?

When the “riotous mechanies and sailors”
stormed on to the revolutionary stage in 1765,
shifting the battleground from the courtroom and
legislature to the streets, from petitions and boy-

Sam Adams’ Name Buried:
Real Leader of Revolutmn

By Michael Bartell

cotts to direct mass action, the merchants re-
coiled in alarm. They asked whether there was
not more ‘to fear from the radical, levelling
“Mob” than from their business competitors —
and colleagues — in England. But Sam Adams,
gloried in the actions of the masses. He saw in
the militant plebeian organization, the “Sons of
Liberty,” the only force that had the power, the
courage and the spirit of defiance required to
crush the enemy and whip the conciliationist
wing of the patriot party into line, He was firm-
ly convinced that the fate of the revolution rested,
as he put it, with “those two venerable orders
called. mechanics and husbandmen (farmers).”
This reliance on the power of the masses was
the keystone of Adams’ strategy, and the secret
of his success.

He opened the gallery of the provincial legis-
lature to the populace, using it as'a means of
educating the masses, while the masses “edu-
cated” the timid legislators. He transformed the
town meetings from small gatherings of con-
servative property holders into great mass meet-
ings, at which the disenfranchised, propertyless

SAMUEL ADAMS

masses asserted their righﬁ to speak and vote
without the benefit of legal sanction, and over-
whelmed the “qualified” voters.

From the solid base of the organized artisans

and workers of Boston, Adams extended the
movement to the farmers in the countryside,
joining the toiling masses of town and country
in a firm revolutionary alliance. Then he drew
the entire nation behind the rebellion in Massa-
chusetts which he touched off with the boldest
stroke of the revolution: the Boston Tea Party.
When the die was cast, most of the merchants
decided in favor of “law and order” and the
sacred right of Tory properiy, and deserted.

But Adams had built a tightly woven network
of hundreds of popular committees throughout
New England that was independent of the mer-
chant aristocrats. The “Committees of Corre-
spondence,” were based on the broadest layers
of the toiling population. They combined in a
single revolutionary engine the functions of the
conscious vanguard political party and of organs
of struggle and dual power, and finally assumed
the full power as the executive committees of
popular revolutionary authority. The committees
did not stand in awe of either the aristocrats
or their property. They confiscated the wealth
of the traitors and drove them from the country.

It’s easy to see why the capitalist class fails
to acknowledge its great debt to Sam Adams. The
more the financial aristocrats of today play the
part of imperialist exploiters and tyrants over
the colonial peoples of the world, the more they
move to suppress the mass movement of the
workers at home, the more tightly will they try
to lock the door on this “subversive” skeleton
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By Jean Simon
The most common picture of
the first American revolution is
that it was a classless movement
against British tyranny by a
united colonial people led by
courageous and far-seeing mer-
chants and the, educated elite.

1 This is a distortion of the truth.

Actually, it was the class dif-
ferentiation that had. slready
taken place in. the colonies that
provided the force for a victorious
revolution.

The 21/, million people in Amer-
ica had been torn by important
internal conflicts for more than
a century before 1776. On one

ruling class of merchants, South-
ern plantation = masters,
land-owners and representatives
oi the British Crown; on the other

ciuded some 500,000 slaves and .a
majority 'of farmers and city
masses.

OPPRESSED MASSES

Colonial ‘-history is a' long
record of revolts and attempts at
escape by Negro slaves and white
indentured servants or semi-
slaves; of poor farmers' strug-
gles against the ruling class
monopoly of land and political
power. Two outstanding examples
of armed conflict in the 17th
century were Bacon’s Rebellion
in Virginia and Leisler’s Revolt,
which included the participatiom
of the city masses, in New York.
Throughout the colonial period
there were numerous protests of
city workers — mechanies, inde-
pendent artisans, sailors, dock-
workers and other laborers :and
small tradesmen — against their
politlcal disfranchisement and op-
pression by both the British and
colonial ruling class.
' These struggles. did.not come
{0-an.abrupt halt in the period. of
revolutionary .struggle against
England. Rather, the. class: anta-
gonisms broadened, deepened and
sharpened. The mllé reform move-
ment initiated by the merchant
class in 1763 was turned. into 2
full-fledged revolution of. the
masses.

in their own closet.

'“?ne merchants as a class did

The Declaration of Independence
After 175 Years of Capitalism

By Daniel Roberts

“We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness. ...
That whenever any Form of Gov-
ernment becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it,
and to
ment. . ..”

Like revolutionary programs. in
every epoch; these ideas of the
Declaration of Independence were
the “subversive ideas” of their
age. Against their holders, the
British mercantile and landowning
aristocracy and their spokesman,
King George TII, hurled all the
forces of suppression at their
command. '

The ‘Declaration of Independence
voiced the aspirations to a better
life of hundreds of thousands
of independent craftsmen
(“mechanies”), workers and smal]

' farmers. They believed that
the principles of liberty, equality,
and democracy would, when put
into effect, promote the happiness
of mankind. They fervently be-

lieved that the majority of
“humanity — toilers like them-
selves — held it in their power

to make the world a decent place
in which to live.

The American working people
of 1776 fought for a democracy
based on the near equality of
wealth. Theirs was an equal-
itarian ideal which wished to
promote universal happiness
through a condition — correspond-
ing roughly to their own condi-
tion in life — in which each man
could own enough property to be
his own employer and live in con-
tinuous prosperity by means of his
labor.

But for all its gains the First
American Revolution did not and

institute new Govern-

“leould not fully realize their hopes.

The victory of the Revolution let
loose forces which destroyed small
scale handicraft production and
mdividual farming. It paved the
way for the capitalist develon-
ment of the United States, which
wurned the great majority of the
population into propertyless wage
slaves.

Liberty, equality, democracy,
the “unalienable rights” of avery
human being slipped from their
grasp. The reality of America be-
came the dictatorship of private
wealth, and the enslavement of
the masses behind an illusory
facade of democracy. A new
aristoeracy arose and seized
‘power, monopolizing for itself
sthe right to the “pursuit of
happiness.”

This dictatorship is becoming
more and more naked as the
American ruling class confronts
the growing resistance of the
American people to its rule. 176
vears after the Declaration of
independence, the Wall Street
aristocracy, and its political ser-
vant, the Truman administration,
seek to stamp out the ideas of
Socialism the truth of the
modern age — by the self-same
methods resorted to by George
ITI against the American patriots.
The loyalty purges and witch-
hunt trials are the modern coun-
terpart of George IIl's indict-
ments, “loyalty oaths” and puni-
tive expeditions.

The resemblance of the Ameri-
can ruling class today to the
earlier British ruling class is not
surprising, This is made clear
by one of the biographers of
Samuel Adams, Ralph V. Harlow.
“It is a fair question to ask,” he
says, “how many vociferously
‘loyal’ Americans of today, those
staunch enemies of 20th eentury
radicalism, would have looked
upon rebellion against established

authority in 1775. These latter day

patriots profess great admiration
for the ‘fathers’ of the Revolu-
tion, but the real test is to be
found . . . in the attitude toward
the spirit of revolution today.”
That “attitude” of brutal
repression has been the same
through the centuries for all
reactionary ruling classes when

ments struggling for social pro-
gress.

The ideals of the Declaration of
Independence were defeated by
ihe capitalist development of the
United States. But they will be
realized just the same, although

for and in a manner different
than they imagined. Their slogans
will be realized by the modern

trol of society and reorganizes it
on socialist foundations.

“Life” — the workers will put
an end to the breeding of wars
and - its mass slaughters by
putting an end to its causes in
ithe profit system.

“Liberty” — the working class
will put an end to its own wage
slavery and thereby guarantee
vietory to the colonial peoples in
their war for freedom.

“Equality” the socialist
society will abolish Jim-Crow and
the opression of one nation by
another. Equality of all in-
dividuals will be guaranteed
through-the ownership in conmimon
of the means of production and
through the equal title to the
;enjoyment of the good things in
ife.

“Democracy” — the American
working people will replace the
dictatorship of the capitalist
class by a Workers and Farmers
Government, a republie of toilers,
which will be founded on demo-
cratically elected councils of the
working people and feature the

confronted by revolutionary move-|.

later than the rebels of 1776 hoped | ; ;

working class when it takes con- |§

and managing industry. The
Workers and Farmers Govern-
ment will assure full freedom of
speech and other “unalienable
rights.”

_ “The Pursuit of Happiness”
Workers and farmers of all na-
tions and races will participate

THOMAS JEFFERSON

in making and carrying out. a
world - wide plan of production
designed to meet the needs of all
and not the profits of a handful.
America will share her wonderful
industrial. powers. and 'know-how
with the rest of the world. In
return she will share in the goods
and the cultural achievements of
all other peoples. Poverty, starva-
 tion, disease, race -prejudice and
ignorance will be wiped off the
face of the earth. ]

An abundance of goods will go
hand in hand with an abundance
of leisure. Every human will’ be
zble to participate in intellectual
and cultural pursuits which will
become. the dominant actlwt;es_-
of mankind.

On the realistic:- foundations of
world socialism, “Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness,”
— the goal of the workers, me-
chanics, and farmers of 1776 —

day-to-day participation of the
producers themselves in planning

will create a new and a happy
human race.

hand stood the relatively : small|

large

the working population which in-.

not. want a revolution. All they
sought was tax reform, removal
of the sugar . duties: and other
restrictions on their foreign trade.
Arthur  Schlesinger, the most
authoritative modern historian on
the role of the merchants in the
revolution, concluded that “as a
class” they “entertained neither
earlier nor later the idea of
independence.”

“Striving for - reform, not
rebellion,” he wrote, “the mer-
chants, nevertheless, through the
effect - of their agitation and
organized activity upon the non-
mercantile population, found
themselves, when they wished to
terminate their propaganda, con-
fronted with forces too powerful
for them to control.”

SONS OF LIBERTY

When the Stamp Act — a tax
on all transactions from licenses
to practice law'to apprenticeship
contracts was passed by
Parliament in 1765, 'merchants
ard lawyers held conferences and
massed resolutions of protest. But,
as Charles Beard observed in his
history of The Rise of American
Civilization: “It was the work-
men of the commercial centers
who furnished the muscle and the
courage necessary to carry the
protests of the merchants into
open violence that astounded the
{riends of law and order in Eng-
land and America and threatened
to kindle the flames “of “war.”
~ “Artisans and laborers,” Beard
wrote, organized the “‘Sons of
Liberty” anld “leaped 'over the
boundaries of pollte ceremony.
They broke out in rioting in
Boston, New York, .Philadelphia
and Charleston; they pillaged and
razed the offices of stamp agents;
they burned stamps in the streets;
they assailed the;houses of . royal
officers.”

“Tn Boston and in other parts of
Massachusetfs, whete ‘the ablest
rpvolutlonary leadershln existed,
the” masses went further. '[‘]1ey
compelled the courts and ad-
ministrative agencies to conduct
their activities as usual, but with-
out the use of stamps and there-
fore in violation of the hated law.

So great wag the solidarity of
the Boston populage that when
Governor Bernard offered a re-
ward of 100 pounds for the con-
vietion of anyune céoncerned in
the mass action apainst stamp
agents and ‘officers, no one came
forward to inform..

BRITISH RETREAT

These actions,’ together with a
boyeott of British goods, forced
a concession from- the - London
Parliament in the form of repeal
of the Stamp Act in 1766; but the

__ | Declaratory Ac¢t which accom-

panied it reasserted the right of
Parliament to tax the colonies,
and the following year it was
implemented with thé Townshend
Duties which' ealled forth a new
contest between the merchants
and workingmen over enforcing a
boycott of all British goods.

The Boston Masgacre of March
-6, 1770, in which five towns-
people weré killed by British
troops stationed there, hardened
the colonial town masses against

M | the British. Although Parliament
g | repealed . all but the tea tax a

month later, on May 28 a meet-
ng of workingmen and tradesmen
in Philadelphia. unanimously re-
solved to render the boycott “as
it now stands, permanent.”

In New York, as elsewhere, a
struggle was in progress between
the merchants attémpting to
modify and abandon the boycott,
and the mechanics fighting to
retain it. As one mechanic wrote
in a leaflet,“Nothing can be more
flagrantly wrong than the Asser-
tion of some of our Mercantile
Dons that the Mechanics have
no Right to give their Sentiments
about the Importation of British
Commodities. . . . What par-
ticular Class among us has an ex-
clusive Right to decide a Ques-

-lion of General Concern?”

The. boycott movement was
defeated generally in the colonies
in 1770 by. the séll-out of the
merchants, who were willing -to
settle their differences with the
British and go back to business
as usual once the taxes were
repealed. On the other' "hand,

caused the greatest hardship for
the town mechanics and laborers,
they “clamored most to retain

hem,” according to John C. Miller

while .the boycott agreements|:

(Origins of the American Revolu-
tion).

The mechanics and other radi-
cals learned the lesson of their
experience with the merchants
in the boycott movements. Aec-
cording to Schlesinger, Sam
Adams said that the “merchant
class . . . had held out longer
than he had expected . . . but
henceforth the struggle of the
colonies must be divorced from
the self-interest of the merchant

class and rest on a broader
hn_mder popular basis.”
THE TEA ACT

When Parliament passed the
Tea Act of 1773, which gave the
East India Company a monopoly
of the sale of tea in the colonies,
the merchants, who saw this as
an entering wedge for other
British monopolies that could put
them out of business, were forced
to protgst.

This time restraint of the
masses was out of the question.
The first public protest meeting
was held in Philadelphia, but the
Boston masses threw down the
gauntlet with the famous Tea
Party which dumped 18,000
pounds worth of private property
into the ocean.

Beard describes what followed:
“Rioters paraded the streets of
Portsmouth, New York, Phila-
delphia and Charleston, refraining
from open violence only because
ithe customs officers and con-
signees- of tea thought diseretion
the better part of walor; and
Annapolis ‘out Bostoned Boston.’
When the Peggy Stewart arrived
with a cargo of tea, a local mass
rieeting was held and it was
solemnly resolved that the goods
shiould not be landed. . .. So, in
the presence of a great throng,
the Peggy Stewart and tea were
sent up in one grand sky-roaring
flame. Evidently affairs in Amer-
ica had passed beyond the realm
of parlor patriotism.”

LABORERS REBEL

The British prepared for action,
General Gage, in September 1774,
undertook to fortify Boston Neck.
But carpenters of Boston and
New York refused to work for the
British, so he had to send to Nova

Seotia for laborers. The New
York merchants, on the other
hand, filled his orders for
blankets.

The revolutionary tide was
rising. In Charleston a clergyman
was dismissed by his congrega-
tion for saying that “mechanics
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and country clowns” had no right

to discuss polities. “All such
divines,” the Newport Mercury
stated in the new tone the masses
had adopted, “should be taught to
know that mechanics and country
clowns (infamously so called) are
the real and absolute masters of
king, lords, commons' and
priests. . . .” .

Thus we see that it was the city
workers, in alliance with the
farmers, and in conflict with the
merchants, who ‘forced the
colomies into open revolution.

¥

LANDLORDS-TRAITORS

As matters came to a head, a
large part of the merchants and
big land - holders in the North
openly went over to the British.
There were between 100,000 and
200,000 such . exiles throughout
the colonies, and‘ when Gage
evacuated Boston he took with
him 1100 refugees, including
a2lmost the entire . . mercantile
aristocracy of Masgsachusetts.

Only a minority, the left-wing
portion of the merchants, re-

‘mained with the colonial cause.

But even within the revolutionary
camp there was a class struggle
going on throughout the war: The
masses intervened. constantly to
stop price-gouging by the “pa-
triotic” merchants, to expropriate
the property of Tory land-owners
and imprison those aiding the
‘enemy, and to prevent com-
promisers from vacillating and
seeking any agreement short of
independence from Britain.

Thus the American Revolution
of 1776, like the British revolu-
tions of the 17th century, the
French of the 18th, and the
colonial revolutions of today, was
a social upheaval in which class
conflict played the decisive part.

TO ASIAN
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the French and the Russian revolutions, did before it, it is fighting
— miore fiercely and more recklessly and more effectively than
the Chinese armies have fought for ages — to complete and con:
solidate its victory by crushing and expelling all the native opposi-
tion and all foreign intervention.”

Richard Deverall, AFL representative to the Free Trade
Union Committee in Asla., in ‘the American Federationist, Dec. 1950:
“A veritable revolution has in successive waves swept the vast
“We find a vast area of the world now
embarking on the adventure that was America’s after 1776, Asia
seeks 'to break the colonial chains.”

And yet these same generals, journalists and “labor lead-
ers” are telling the American people to line up behind Amencan
‘great revolution.”

They say: Yes, the people of Asia are making a great fight
for freedom. But they are aceepting aid from the Kremlin total-
itarians, and therefore a victory of the Chinese revolution will
strengthen Moscow totalitarianism.

We say: The imperialist rulers of the U.S. have no interest in
democracy. They are concerned only with profits and power. To
further their imperialist aims they give full support to the mili-
tarist hangman Chiang Kai-shek and the fascist butcher Franco.
Moreover, they supported Stalin and covered his every deed against
the labor movement when it coincided with their interests,

Your revolution has every right to seek and accept support
where it can while maintaining its independence and carrying
through its great historic mission. That is what the American revo-
lutionists of 1776 did. The foremost American historian Charles
A. Beard writes: “It is difficult to believe that the Congress could
have staggered through the Revolution if it had not procured such
generous financial assistance from the government at Paris.” This
was the most reactionary monarchy in Europe, the regime of

PEOPLES

But the victory of the American war of independence did not
strengthen the feudal governments of Europe.

And the achievement of your unity and independence and the
victory of your revolution will not strengthen either the betrayers
of the working class in Moscow or the imperialist plunderers in
Washington. On the contrary, it can constitute the greatest blow
to world capitalism and to the Stalinist bureaucracy. Such a genuine
movement of the insurgent masses can become greater and stronger
than any tyrant that tries to crush or exploit it."

Just as our Declatation of Independence inspired movements
for life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness the world over — in
the 18th Century — so your declaration of independence from
colonial servitude today encourages fighters for freedom every-

Revoluﬂonary Traditions of 1776 Continved
By Socialists in Fight A gainst Oppression

City Masses Took Lead
In Revolt for Better Life

Schools Twist
Fourth of July
To'Jingo’ Day

By Harry Frankel

The 175th anniversary of the:
famous 4th of July when Amer-
ican independence was proclaime
ed offers an opportunity for ad-
vanced workers to clarify their
ideas about the American Revo-
lution, Since this holiday has fal-
len into the hands of the sons
and daughters of the American
counter-revolution, it has come to
have a bad name. The Fourth of
July has come to be associated
with a bigoted and jingoistic “pa-
triotismi” that has nothing in
common with the real Revolution;
that is as a matter of fact, the
\;rorst desecration of the spirit of
"76.

Workers who are preparing the
future must look to the past as
well. They must not permit them-
selves to be misled by the pro-
prietary rights assumed over the
American Revolution by today’s -
standard-bearers of reaction. The
spokesmen for the plutocrats
have stolen title to it along with
the title to the property of -this
country, but they don’t really
own it. '

It has too often been assumed
that the Revolution of 1776 was
a minor event, through which the
wealthy rulers of the colonies
shook off the restraints imposed
upon them by the wealthier lords
of Britain. This is a marrow and
ill-advised view. Perhaps this was
all that was intended by many
of the upper crust leaders of the
revolution at its outset. But rev-
olutions have a habit, always dis-
concerting to the conservative, of
breaking out of the bounds set
for them by “moderate” leaders.

British domination in America
in the colonial period gave rise
to, and was also dependent upon,
a certain ruling combination. This
combination was made up of the
powerful merchants of the north-
ern and middle colonies, the to-
bacco merchamts of the southern,
and a powerful landholding class,
almost feudal in its privileges,
throughout the colonies.

COMBINED STRUGGLE

This means that the task of the
American Revolution was not
merely, as is commonly assumed,
of a purely colonial nature, but
required in addition, the complete
revamping of .American society.
In other words, the Revolution
was a great class struggle within
the nation, as well as a struggle
to throw off the yoke of foreign
dominion.

This throws a compromising
light upon the unnatural views
of the origin of this nation taken
by professional “patriots” and
liberal composers of rhapsodies
to America’s past. Over 100 years
ago, Marx and Engels opened the
Communigt Manifesto with the fa«
mous sentence: “The hlstory of
all hitherto existing society is
the history of class struggles.”
The history of capitalist Amer-
ica, and of the great Revolution
which was its first important
crisis, falls within the compass
of this sentence.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION _

This may come as a shock to
naive liberals who have been
brought up on the notion that
America had its origins in an
dimmaculate conception. They may
even regard such a view as libels
ous, as preachers did the Darwin~
ian view of the origins of man,
This does not, however, destroy
its truth.

We are now in a better posi-
tion to approach the lessons ‘of
the American Revolution. Consid-
ered from the viewpoint of the
liberals, such a study could have
very little benefit, for if the orig-
in of this nation was unnatural
and miraculous, it can teach us
very little. Miracles, as we well
know, happen only in the past.'
But considered in the Marxist
light, American history takes on
an altogether different complex-
ion. The class struggles of the
past can be of valuable assist-
ance to the progressive class in
'the struggles of today. With that
in mind we study the lessons and
télradmons of our first great revo-

on.

Campaign for
Socialism
Sell “The Militant!’
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