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Nation-Wide Mobili
Advances the Stru

zation in Washingto

~ Major Cities
Rally Behind
Pilgrimage

By Henry Gitano

A feeling of freedom is in the
air, as 50,000 to 100,000 Ne-
groes and whites are preparing
to make equal rights a reality
by marching on Washington,
May 17. Converging op the na.
tion’s capital by planes, buses,
motorcades and freedom trains
will be reinforcements for the

. greatest mass demonstration
against Jim Crow.

Letters, telegrams and phone
calls are pouring into the na-
tional headquarters of the
Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom,
as the march is officially called,
reporting broad grass - roots
backing. Rev. Ralph D. Aber-
nathy, one of the leaders of the
successful  Montgomery Bus

boycott and Southern Director|

for the march is currently tour-
ing the South, from whence 15,-
000 freedom fighters will go to
Washington. Birmingham, Ala.,
has pledged-1,500 people; Mobile,
Ala,, 500; New Orleans, La., 1,-
500; Montgomery, Ala., 1,000.
other cities follow this pattern.
Undexscoring the national seope
of the march is the chartering
of pianes from the West Coast;

a contingent of over 3,000 will| ¢

travel cross country.

UAW CONTINGENTS

‘Walter Reuther, precident of
the United Auto Workers and
William « Oliver, co - director of
the UAW’s Fair Employment
Practices Dep’t issued a state-
ment which said in part, that
“terror and violence have been
substituted” for implementation
of the May 17, 19564 Supreme
Court school integration deci-
sion. The statement insists that
all locals send delegations to
the capital; Washington’s Hotel
2400 is being reserved for UAW
‘participants.

Detroit is readying its trans-
portation for the May 17 rally.
Meetings of the UAW, NAACP,
and the Ministerial Alliances
have 'been held to coordinate

(Continued on page 4)
Tallahassee

Helped Pave
The Road

Stepping off Greyhound buses
jn Washington on May 17 will be
representatives of the proud war-
riors from Tallahassee, Fla. who
have been on the firing line t:or
a solid year, echoing in a voice
15,000 strong the determination
voiced by a bus hoycotter: “When
you are choking 'me, 1 say to
you: turn me loose now, not grad-
ually.”

Tallahassee’s bus protest, fol-
lowing in Montgomery’s foot-
steps, established the pattern of
independent. mass action to smash
Jim Crow. On May 28, 1956, two
Negro coeds challenged segrega-
tion on the buses by sitting next
to a white woman, Their arrest
sparked a spontaneous demon-
stration by students who threw
a human cordon around the bus.
The boycott spread rapidly to fjhe
entire Tallahassee community
which proclaimed that it refused
to live a life of insults,

STRUGGLE BROADENS

From the fight against segre-
gated bus seating which became
a symbol of the hated systeni un-
der which the Negro is herded
to the rear, the struggle, led by
the Inter-Civic Council, has
grown more all-embracing. 0_11
April 30, the ICC stirred Ij‘lm‘l-
da’s capital when it petitioned

(Continued on page 4)

By the Editors

We extend our warmest fraternal greetings to the
tens of thousands who will rally on May 17, in Washing-
ton, D.C,, in a giant protest demonstration against-Jim
Crow. This inspiring nation-wide action marks another
big advance in the great crusade of the Negro people to
win their just demand for complete economic, political
and social equality. !

In paying tribute to all of the men and women who
are turning out for this protest rally, we believe a spe-
cial salute is in order for the trail-blazing freedom fight-
ers from Montgomery, Alabama, who have done so much
to make the Prayer Pilgrimage possible.

Montgomery stands as today’s living symbol of the
fact that organized, mass rank-and-file action can deal
effective blows to the Jim Crow system. On Dec. 5, 1955,
the Negro community of that city launched its bus pro-
test movement as a demonstration of solidarity with
Rosa Parks, the heroic seamstress who preferred jail to
further racist humiliation and abuse.

Mass Action Gefs Resulits

The splendidly organized rank-and-file movement that
then organized. itself' in the Montgomery Improvement
Association knocked out Jim Crow on the Montgomery
buses. It won a historic Supreme Court decision declar-
ing Jim Crow travel illegal everywhere. Its continuing
resolute action is. serving to put teeth into the court’s
decision. And above all else, the people of Montgomery
have served to inspire the Negro people and their white

‘Conference 6f Brith S

By Peter Fryer
Special Militant Correspondent

LONDON — After the Ham-
wersmith Congress of the British
Communist Party, the antidote.
The conference of Socialist For-
ums held in Yorkshire last week
end was /both a breath of fresh
air and a milestone in the rebirth
of British Communism.

It was more. It proved that
anti-Stalinist Marxists of widely
aiffering shades of opinion can
discuss amicably for 24 hours,
agree to differ on questions of
principle, yet find more common
ground than anyone would have
dared to predict the day before
the conference met,

STAY IN FIGHT

And it proved that the 7,000
British Communists who quit the
party before the 25th Congress,
plus the thousands who are now
streaming out, are not dis-
integrating, as the King Street
bureaucracy and the Right-wing
press alike prophesied they would.

On the contrary, they are stay-
ing together and seeking ways of
re-fashioning a Communist move-
ment in Britain,

Now in saying this I do not
want to blur the differences that
are already quite evident within
the Socialist Forums that have
gprung up all over Britain in the
past six months, and at which
Communists, ex-Communists of
every vintage from 27 to ’57,
Labor Party Lefts, members of
various Marxist groups and “un-
committed” Socialists come to-
gether in the localities for frank
and free discussion.

Already there are signs of a
polarization within the Forum
movemeént. There are those who
tend to seek shelter under the
social-democratic umbrella. There
are others who are just in the
first flush of excitement at read-
ing books that for years they had
not even suspected the existence
of, books which were on an in-
dex of prohibition as rigid and
obscurantist as any Vatican list.
Their horizons have suddenly and
dramatically broadened.

But the important thing at the
moment — and the important
thing about this national confer-
ence — is the agreement to go on

views, to. embark pn joint studies
of such 'subjects .as the present
stage of development of capital-
ism and the history of the Brit-
ish working-class movement —

‘studies in which all ean pool their

ideas,

TO STUDY STALINISM:

There is agreement, too, to con-
tinue to organize protest meet-
ings against violations of lib-
erty in East and West alike, to
support the movement for colo-
nial freedom and the campaign
against' the Hydrogen bomb and
and H-bomb tests,

Above all there is agreement
that one of the principal tasks
of the Forum movement is to de-
vote careful atterftion to study-

ing why and how the Stalinist!

bureaucracy arose in the Soviet
Union,

For the highlight of the con-
ference, more important even
than the opening lecture by Pro-
fessor Hyman Levy on the sub-
jeet “Why Marxism is Unim-

paired,” was a lecture by a CP
member of 23 years standing,
who for the time being is pre-
serving his anonymity.

His subject was “Lessons of
the Stalin Era.” He called for a
re-examination of the controver-
sies of the 1920’s, particularly
that on “socialism in one coun-
t.ry.”

He suggested that this idea
might have been the ideology of
a bureaucracy seeking some jus-
tification for its rule in the eyes
of Soviet workers and workers
abroad.

The lecturer said that in his
studies of the development of So-
viet society he had found most
valuable such -writings of Leon
Trotsky as The New Course—
“it is quite uncanny to read this
now”—The Real Situation in Rus-
sia and The Revolution Betrayed.

“I make a particular point of
saying this,” he went on, “be-
cause I have made something of
a specialty of baiting the Trot-
skyists and speaking and writ-

ing against them, and I must say
it seems to me one of the most
regrettable features of my polit-
ical career.”

HELP SOVIET WORKERS .

He sail if was essential to
shake off the one-sided relation-
ship of subservience to the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union,
“not only for the sake of our own
movement, but for the sake of
the Soviet comrades also. If we
have a feeling of solidarity with
the Soviet people we cannot show
it ‘better than by very honestly
and frankly coming out over such
things as the events in Hungary.”

While the bureaucracy might
not submit without some rather
sharp fights, and it might come
to some kind of political revolu-
tion, there was mo scope for a
social revolution in the USSR.
That was at the basis of his at-
titude of friendship for the So-
viet people plus criticism of the
Soviet authorities,

He concluded: “We must asso-

allies everywhere to intensify the struggle.

ocialist Forums

ciate ourselves with the major-
ity of the Soviet people who are
struggling by many means, po-
litical, litetrary and others, to
bring about an all-important.ad-
justment in the nature of Soviet
society.” ;

The effect of this 60-minute

lecture can only be described as

sensational. It ¢ontained guch ev-
iderice of really profound and
honest re-thinking, and the ar-
guments and facts were so clear-
ly marshalled, that those who had
come prepared to have a few
digs at the “Trots” were silenced.
And one distinguished CP pro-
fessor wrote a note and passed it
across to a well-known Trot-
skyist comrade ; asking which
books of Trotsky’s were avail-
able, “and in what ordér should
I read them?” o
There was an interegting dis-
cussion on whether the: Forums
should hecome a new' political
party. The general consensus of
opinion was that they should not
(Continued on page 3)

gle for Equal Rights

Union Delegations Help Cement the
That is Need to Topple Jim Crow Rule

ity

Much credit is also due the delegations from the big
Northern cities —from New York, Chicago, Detroit and
elsewhere. The huge turnout for the giant protest dem-
cnstrations against the cruel and wanton murder of young
Emmett Till in 1955 contributed greatly to sparking the
present high wave of militant struggle against racist
oppression,

Particularly heartening 'is the representation in the
protest rally of sizeable delegations from the trade unions.
By getting behind this action such unions as the United
Auto Workers, the Packinghouse Workers, the Gar-
ment Workers and District 65 of New York, are contrib-
uting a double service. In throwing their weight behind
the Negro struggle for equality these unions are not only
supporting a just cause, as is their moral obligation, but
at the same time they are acting in the best interests of
their own membership — both Negro and white.

The Need to March Together

Such united action by organized labor and the move-
ment of the Negro people is indispensable for advancing
the interests of both. This alliance will prove to be the
only force capable of smashing the anti-labor, anti-Negro
rulers of the South who have long oppressed both white
and Negro working people through a policy of “divide and
rule.”

We can be assured that the outery of protest in the
nation’s capital against racist violence will echo through-
out the land. It will be heard by all and it will' serve
mightily to advance the struggle. 'It will help to further
cement the bond between the unions and the Negro peo-
ple. It will place added rank-and-file pressure on the of-
ficial leadership of the labor movement to get going on
the job which has been delayed too long already — the
unionization of the South on a completely integrated
basis. Such an organizing drive will kick the props out
from under the backers of the ugly White Citizens Coun-
cils and the reviving Ku Klux Klan,

Toward a Workers Government

With the active support of the labor movement, the
Negro people will have an even greater opportunity to
build and strengthen such vital organizations as the one
which brought victory in Montgomery.

And finally, as this mighty demonstration looms over
the White House and the halls of Congress, the key fact
is underscored that the battle against Jim Crow is a
political battle against both the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties — North and South — who are joined in
criminal conspiracy to maintain the white supremacist
system so profitable for the Big Business interests they
both unswervingly represent.

To effectively combat the pro-segregation policy —
pursued despite fine promises — by both major parties,
it is essential that organized labor and the Negro people
build their own party, a labor party capable of fighting
for the political interests of the great majority of the
people of this land.

As we raise our voices against Jim Crow let us also
determine to work for an end to Big Business rule over

the country — for an end to the system that breeds Jim
Crow,

DEMOCRATS STILL DUCKING

By Myra Tanner Weiss

MAY 6 — The National Com-
mittee of the Democratic Party,
meeting last week-end in Wash-
ington had another opportunity
to dodge the civil rights issue
that is staring it in the face
with the coming May 17 protest
gathering in the capital. The
Americans for Democratic Ac-
tion pressed the National Com-
mittee to fight for adequate
civil rights legislation charging
Democratic Senators with “delay
and deceit.,” After a brief
pol'emical. exchange, the liberals
agreed with the racists to
receive and file the ADA com-
ments but to take no further
action, !

There is nothing mew in this
dodge of the civil rights fight
by the Democratic Party. It is
only the latest move in a long
record of effective obstruction
to any congressional action in
defense of the most elementary
rights of the Negro people.
Combined with Republican do-
nothingism, it all adds up to

discussing, to go on exchanging

Congressional bankruptcy be-

fore the demands of the ecivil
rights movement,

The civil rights program pro-
posed by Eisenhower a year ago
was no more than a gesture to-
ward meeting the demands of
the fighters for ecivil rights. It
fell far short of the election
promises of even the Republican
Party. Yet even this token sup-
port of equal «rights was
emasculated in the House of
Representatives. The Southern
racists succeeded with little
effort in removing from the civil
rights bill the two proposals
which might conceivably give the
segregators trouble.

The Eisenhower program pro-
posed to empower the Attorney
General to institute suits against
those guilty of diserimination.
This power was amended so
that only the vietim of dis-
crimination can institute legal
proceedings — a right the victim
already possesses. The bill was
also amended so that the At-
torney General can seek preven-
tive injunctions only when it can
be demonstrated that an em-
ployer or an election board “in-

tended” to diseriminate
objectionable procedure.

With the civil rights bill toned
down to little more than “in-
vestigating” action, it was passed
in the House Rules Committee
and shuttled off to one proce-
dural obstacle after another. It’s
not difficult to predict even
more difficulties for this in-
nocuous bill when it reaches the
Senate — if it does — later in
this Congressional session.

Even if one eonsiders that the
original Eisenhower ecivil rights
proposal would have been a help
in the fight against the segre-
gators, where is the fight of the
Administration for the pro-
gram it sponsored? ' For the
“right” to send U.S. troops to
the Middle East, Eisenhower
went to Congress in person- to
appeal for his program. He
threatened to go directly to the
American people to answer op-
position to his monstrous $72
billion war budget. But for even
the mildest civil rights legisla-
tion, Eisenhower has done noth-
ing to “get his way.”

All of this boils down to the

in an

fact that mneither the
crats nor the Republicans have
any serious intention of aiding
the struggle against Jim Crow.
They probably wouldn’t  even
meéntion  the matter, if the
American people weren’t as
angry as they are over the
terror campaign of the White
Citizens Couneils. The capitalist
politicians can’t avoid at least a
mention of the issue' in which
the American people are so con-
cerned. And so far promises and
brave words have cost them
nothing, ;
All that has been gained in
the struggle for civil rights has
been won by the efforts of the
Negro people alone, particularly
in the South. It was this strug-
gle, plus the world-wide upsurge
of the colored people of Africa
and Asia that won concessions.
The historic ruling of the
Supreme Court on May 17, 1954,
was based on the fact that the
previous “‘separate but equal”
ruling of the Court became

untenable in the face of world
opinion and mass opposition at
Jim Crow.

home The

to

Demio- |

CIVIL RIGHTS

“separate” always meant un-

decisive role in this struggle.
equal and the Court could no

With their advanced understand-

longer bear the major respon-
sibility for Jim Crow divisions.

In the long run it will be of
little import whether a Con-
gressional gesture toward sup-
port of the fight for e¢ivil rights
is made or not. The Negro peo-
ple have few illusions about
either the Democratic or Repub-
lican parties. In this respect the
Negro people are showing the
way to the whole labor move-
ment which is still tied hand and
foot to capitalist polities.

NEED LABCOR PARTY

The struggle against the
White Citizens Councils therefore
resolves itself into the struggle
against the political policy of the
labor bureaucracy and the of-
ficial leadership of the Negro
movement, Such a struggle
must lead to the formation of
an independent labor party
which will set the defeat of
these terrorist organizations as
the first objective.

Negro workers in the labor
movement can and will play a

i TR R

ing and militancy there is al-
ready a foundation for the leap
of the labor movement into inde-
pendent political action.

The task is to broaden this
significant minority in’ the union
movement. Even a minority of
white workers, united with the
Negro minority, constitute
enough’ strength to defeat the
labor bureaucrats in their policy
of company-unionism in polities.
And a break-through toward
independent political action is all
that is needed.

Once the mass of Negro peo-
ple and unorganized workers
see in the labor movement an
alternative to the stinking status
quo, they will be fired with new
capacity for struggle. The whole
American people will see the
possibility of a different future
than that offered by the Demo-
crats or Republicans. They will
see something in the future
besides nuclear war, insecurity
and Jim Crow,

Wk Ahie
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The highlights of the movement of the Negro people for a mass March on Washington to demand full equality is graphically
depicted in the above selection of headlines from the Militant, dating back to 1941. The movement which reached a high point
at the beginning of Wor]d War II, suffered a declme after the July 1941 march was calted off. The mnrch is now scheduled

for this May- 17.

The 1941 March-on-Washmgton
Story as Recorded in the Militant

By Murry Weiss - i

The idea of a mass March on

Washington to lay the demands
of Negro people before the gov-
ernment has played an impor-
the ecivil rights

a march on Washington is ac-
tually set for May 17, under the
official ‘mame of Prayer Pilgrim-
age, it is instructive to review

the MOW movement at the be-

ginning of the Second World
War. We can trace some of the
highlights of this movement from
the pages of the Militant.

The June 21, 1941 issue of the
Militant called for all-out sup-
port to a scheduled July 1 March
on Washington,

OLD WAYS DON'T WORK
The idea for a July 1, 1941
March on Washington arose, as
its main spokesman A. Philip
Randolph of the Sleeping Car
Porters Union put it, because
“the whole:National Defense Set-
up reeks and stinks with race
prejudice and diserimination . ..
Responsible committees of Ne-
groes who seek to intercede ‘in
behalf of the Negro being ac-

———

The Koinonia
Farm Story

News from Koinonia Farms,
the inter-racial cooperative
project that has been under
community attack in Ameri-
cus, Georgia, will be heard on
WMCA’s “Report to the Peo-
ple” next Monday, May 13,
9:30-10 P.M. The Reverend
Clarence L. Jordan, farm lead-
er, wili report on the grand
jory’s failure to indict persons
responsible for violence and:
other recent developments. The |
second guest on the program
will be Mr. Rowland Watts,
counsel of the American Civil
Liberties Union, who has re-
cently visited Americus and
other southern communities.

Mrs. Dorothy [Dunbar Brom-
ley, moderator of the weekly
series, wil]l conduct the pro-
gram.

corded the simple right to work
‘n industries and jobs serving
National Defense and to serve in
the Army, Navy and Air Corps,
are given polite assurance that
Negroes will be given a fair
deal. But it all ends there. . . Ev-

idently, the regular, normal and
respectable method of confer-
ences and petitions . . . don’t

work.” Randolph called for ac-
tion in the form of a march of
10,000 Negroes to Washington.

In the June 21, 1941 Militant
weaknesses in the preparation of
the March are criticized and the
arguments of the Pittsburgh
Courier against the action are
taken up. The Courier editors
proposed that instead of the
March the most effective way of
influencing Congress and the Ad-
ministration is by “personal let-
ters and telegrams from individ-
uals, societies, church Congrega-
tions, elubs and fraternities; by
memorials and resolutions sent
to both Houses and by intelligent
personal representation.” To this
the Militant replied:

“What good have all the res-
olutions, letters, telegrams,~ me-
morials and ‘intelligent personal
representations’ done so far? Has
it gotten any jobs in the war
industries? Has it diminished by
one inch the segregation in the
armed forces?”

In answer to the Pittsburgh
Courier’s argument that a March
would not tell the Washington
Administration anything that it
didn’t already know the Militant
said:

SOMETHING NEW

“A  successful and gigantic
demonstration in Washington
that presented a militant set of
demands on the administration,
a demonstration that showed that
the Negro people are ready to
do more than send telegrams,
that showed they are ready to
fight Jim Crow—that would cer-
tainly tell Washington something
it doesn’t already know!”

On June 28, 1941 the Militant
commented editorially on a state-
ment issued by President Roose-
velt, “urging” employers to “ex-
amine” their employment policies
with respect to hiring Negro
workers. The editorial said:

“Other than voicing a pious
sentiment, there Is not one phrase
in the statement which indicates
that Roosevelt intends to take
any action whatsoever against
those employers who continue

‘their  discriminatory practice.

Roasevelj: « « » [is] concerned now
about the increasing protests
which the Negro people, asked
to support the war for .‘demo-
cracy,’ are raising against the
- whole vile system of Jim Crow.
And they’re net only takking

take actlon against it. That ac-
tion is a Negro Maxch on -Wash-
ington, planned for July 1.”

The editorial points out,

utterance from Roosevelt. That
in itself demonstrates the effec-
tiveness of a program of mili-
tant, organized action.” It goes
on tn warn: “But it will take the

tions invelving millions of work-
ers, white and [Negro, before
Roosevelt and his class will be
forced to discontinue the system
of Negro discrimination, the sys-
tem which has proved so useful
to the  bosses in keeping the
workers divided among them-
selves.”

In the July 5, 1941 Militant we
read: *“The Neg‘xo March on
Washington, scheduled for July
1, has been called off. Thousands
of Negroes, preparing to leave
for the demonstration, with the
promises of the official March

about it; they are preparing to

“the
mere threat of a march on Wash-
ington has forced this reluctant,

march itself . .. and greater ac-.

leaders still ringing in their ears,
at the last minute heard A,
Philip Randolph, over the radio

Saturday night, declare that “the
March is unnecessary at this
time.”

The article describes how the
calling off of the March “ended
a hectie ten day period during
which .the Roosevelt administra-
tion had used every ace it had up
its sleeve and which ended in the
March -being called off only be-
cause the Randolph-White lead-
ership was willing to ‘compro-
mise’ and ‘eall it off if they were
‘offered something they could use
to save face before the thousands
who insisted on the March going
through until all ‘their demands
were granted. Roosevelt finally
granted them this face-saving
device in his ‘executive order’ of
-June 25.”

Subsequent events showed that
only when the pressure of mass
action was exerted did the Ne-
gro people win any significant
concessions in their fight for full
economie, social .and political
equality. That fight is far from
over. And the current movement
for a March on Washington dem-

onstrates that mass action is still
¥

the only way to victory.

By Fred Halstead '

Dne of the things that stands
out most strikingly to all who
have observed at first hand the
Montgomery Protest Meovement,
is its similarity to the militant
strike struggles which swept the;
nation’s industrial areas during)
the rise of the CIO over  20:
years ago, and which wrought
such beneficial changes in the
lives of America’s working peo-
ple.

In Montgomery, as in the
strike struggles of the Thirties,
the movement is solidly based
on the only force capable of
sustaining a successful fight —
the masses of the working peo-
ple who suffer oppression and
have nothing whatsoever to lose
from bringing about a change;
as a matter of fact, they can|
only gain.

In Montgomery an organiza-
tion was created, the Mont-
gomery Improvement Associa-
tion, which like the best of the
organizing committees of the in-
dustria! unions drew its power
from the direct participation of
the people. The MIA charged no
restrietive dues, and welcomed
all who contributed to-the fight.]

REAL DEMOCRACY

In the anti-Jim Crow protest
movement there is evidence of
talented and experienced mass
organizers. Strike techniques
have ‘been used with ingenuity

and effectiveness — an or-
ganized relief system, publicity,
legal defense, systematic ap-

peals for material aid, and the
magnificently  orgapized car
pool. There were the frequent
mass meetings at which the

ments and urged to participate
with both their energies and
their ideas. There the suffering
people, so long divided, came
together to find themselves
strong. And there, the voice of
protest, so long stifled, spoke
out and was hgard around the
world.

Above all in Montgomery the
power of direct mass action was
in evidence. The movement was
no longer restricted to court ac-
tions and appeals to govern-
ment officials.

The birth of such a movement
was spontaneous only ' in‘“the
sense that the objective condi-
tions for it were ripe. Mass in-
dignation in Montgomery reach-
ed fever pitch over the arrest of
Rosa ‘Parks for refusing to give
up her seat on a bus. But such
high points of feeling have come

ranks were informed of develop-

'E.'D. NIXON

much - lasting effeet, - It took
skilled hands to act decisively at
that moment, to formulate a
timely  demand, create "‘an .or-
ganization, and mobilize the rpeo-
ple' for battle.

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
the movement’s most prominent
leader, has made no secret of
the fact that:it was not he who
organized the bus protest. It does
not detract from the courageous
role of the ministers who are

-| South.

The Civil Rights Fight
And the White Worker

the only way to defeat Jim)
Crow and end the anti-labor
Southern political system which
rests upon segregation.

Most of the Negro freedom
fighters and a significant num-
ber of white trade unionists are
well aware of the need for this
alliance. The present top lead-
ers of American labor, however,
persist in directing the energies
of the labor movement into sup-
porting the Democratic Party
rather than into all-out support
for the Southern freedom fight-'
ers and a drive to organize the

THE NEED IS THERE

Those who apologize for the
labor officials say that you can’t
move too fast, you ecan't get
ahead of the thinking of the
workers. But the Southern white
workers — as well as the Ne-
groes — are desperately in need
of organization, and they know
it. They are desperately in need
of political representatives more
responsive to their needs than
Southern Democrats, and they
know it. The mass of white
Southern workers will swallow
their prejudice and unite with
their Negro fellow workers only
in a struggle for common needs.
An. all-out drive to organize the
South, sparked by demands to

the movement's main spokes-
men, or of the young -lawyers
such as Fred Grey, to point out
that it took a different kind of
gkill to launch and organize the
mass movement — the kind of
skill “learned by workers in' the
class struggle, the skill of a
‘militant trade unionist.

20 YEARS OF STRUGGLE

While chairing the New York
Madison Square Garden Rally
honoring freedom fighters from
the South a year ago May 24, A.
Philip Randolph, President of
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters, introduced ‘a member
of *his union as “the humble
sleeping car porter
ganized the Montgomery bus
protest.” That man was E. D.
Nixon, a veteran union organizer
and civil-rights fighter -who has
been conducting the struggle of
his class and'his people in Mont-
gomery for over 20 years.

“E. D. ‘Nixon,  who has helped
organize white as well as Negro
workers into unions in Mont-
gomery, is a symbolic figure. He
epitomizes the necessity and the
promise of an alliance between
the labor movement and the
Negro freedom fighters. Such

before, and passed away without

a fighting alliance is after all

“Here they come"” Negro and white workers pour out of the Chevrolet Gear and Axle, Detrolt’s largest . GM plant at-
11 A.M., Nev. 21, 1945, to begin the famous post-war GM strike. Members of UAW-CI( in 102 plants throughout the cu:mntrry
hit the bricks 225,000 strong for 113 days in the biggest industrial strike in U.S. history. Their solidarity broke the war-time
wage freeze, won the biggest wage increase to that date, and smashed alll hopes of Big Business to: bust unions by pitting
veterans against unions_or white against Negro. :

Nixon's Recent Visit to Africa— A Double-Burrelled Swindle

By George Lavan

The recent highly publicized
African tour of Vice-President
Nixon served two purposes. Do-
mestically, it was a continuing
part of the administration’s cam-
paign to build up Nixon as THE
Republican “friend of the Negro
people.” This cynical politician
who “protected” his property in
Whittier, ‘California, with a re-
strictive covenant against Ne-
groes and other “undesirable”
people, has for some years now
been assigned the task of wooing
the Negro vote by appearing at
NAAICP conventions, presiding
over that phony, toothless sub-
stitute for FEPC, the federal con-
tract compliance committee, etec.

Now, when the Negro people
of the U.S. are justly proud of
the independence won by Ghana,
the administration sends Nixon
into that limelight thus reinfore-
ing the carefully built up illusion
that he ig particularly associated
with the aspirations of the Ne-
gro people.
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The second purpose served by
Nixon’s tour of Africa was a for-
eign policy one. The United
'States, as the only solid pillar of
what is left of world capitalism,
has to direct imperialism all over
the world, As its take-over in the
Middle East from French and
British imperialism showed, it is
no longer willing to let the has-
been imperialist powers run, and
possibly, ruin, the exploitation of
those colonial and gemi-colonial
areas of the world which were
so long their outright colonies
or “spheres of influence.”

This does pot mean that U.S.
imperialism is going to make the
old colonial powers give up their
colonies. Not at all. US, simper-
ialism has to keep French and
British capitalism afloat — this
wag the key purpose of the Mar-
shal]l Plan, [ECA, NATO, ete, Ex-
ploitation of Africa is vital to the
survival of French and British
capitalism and Wall ‘Street’s gov-
ernment is doing all it can—
within reason —to prevent the
African colonies from gaining

independence. For the U.S, State
Department  “within  reason”
means all measures short of ig-
niting : the. colonial revelution
which: has already swept across
Agia and inte the Mideast, and
which in China went beyond the
first stage of anti-imperialism
to the abolition of capitalism it-
self.

U.S. imperialism deemed the
Anglo-French invasion of Egypt
last fall as an adventure that
might set off the Arab revolu-
tion. It therefore pulled the rug
from under its allies and set it-
self up as the imperialist arbiter
of Mideast affairs, Using the
techniques it has long practiced
in its own semi-colonial backyard
—South America—it has already
brought about the overthrow of
the representative government of
Jordan and sent the Sixth Fleet,
with its atomic weapons, steam-
ing up to threaten Syria and
Heypt, Jordan’s militant Arab
allies,

Things haven't reached that
stage as yet in Afrieca so the

U.S. has not supplanted Anglo-
French imperialism. It has mere-
ly taken a supervisory position.
Nixon’s ' tour of eight African
countries was to'let the African
governments know this and also
to give a hint of it-to the Amer-
ican people for previously the
U.S. has not had much to do with
Africa.

Of one thing we can lLe sure.
U.S. Big Business, which Nixon
represents, has no bleeding heart
for the freedom struggles in
Africa.. Though Vice-President
Nixon said very flattering things
to Kwame Nkrumah at Ghana’s
independence celebration, there
was not one U.S. government act
or word that he could point to
which aided or encouraged the
Gold Coast revolution that had
brought independence. Indeed,
the same wadministration that
sent Nixon to Ghana refused a
passport to Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois,
who had been invited by Nkru-
mah because of his historic role
in starting Pan-Africanism and
forging the bonds of solidarity

between -the Negro people of the
U.S. and Africans, It is also an
open secret that were Nkrumah
not' Prime Minister but a private
citizen he could not get a visa
to enter. the U.S. He would be
accused of professing “subver-
sive” ideas and of having 'had
“subversive” associations.

As imperialist supervisor of
Africa, the U.S. will take its cut.
France and Britain well realize
this and are resentful. France has
invited German capital into a
sort of partnership to snatch up
the good African investments be-
fore U.S, capital gets them. U.S.
capitalists have tripled their in-
vestments in Africa since the
war, But the total is still only
about $800 million. Most of this
is in 'South Afrieca — a country
U.S. businessmen find quite con-
genial. The rest is mostly in Li-
beria, “the American colony,” as
it is called in Africa. This im-
poverished and backward coun-
try is almost owned outrlg‘ht by
Firestone Rubber Co.

U.S. imperialism offers no hope

to the African people. It will
keep ‘them in colonial status if
it can, If it can’t it will try to
convert them into semi-colonies
like the “banana” republics of
Central America or like Liberia.
For real political and economic
independence the people of Afri-
ca must depend upon their own
strength and fighting spirit —
against all imperialists.

How About
. Loyalty of Fish

‘The Wagner administration in
New York is apparently con-
cerned abont conserving its
supply of red herrings for use
in the coming elettions. The
City Water Commissionér an-
nounced May 6 that a “loyalty”
oath is being required of ap-
plicants' for permits to fish in
city reservoirs. Two members of
the mnational -cothmittee of the
Communist Party, Fred Fine and
Sid Stein, -denied such fishing
permits, . have - announced they

who, or-

| needed job of making a scientific

greatly improve Southern wages
and living conditions is the only
thing capable of producing this
kind of solidarity. Ba¢ked up by
the vast material resources and
means for defense available to
the union movement, and united
with mass movements like those
in Montgomery and Tallahassee,
it would be hard to beat.

This is the direction in which
the heads of the labor move-

ment should be leading the ora
ganized workers. The entire ex-
ecutive council of the AFL-CIO,
for example, should be standing
on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial this May 17 along with
every union  member they could
get to follow them. That is
where the full power of the labor
movement belongs.

However, only a relatively small
part of this power will be there
— the Negro workers involved
in the civil rights fight, and'the
advance ' guard of the white
workers, the militants, many of
them radicals. But they have a
key role to play.

The Southern freedom fight-
ers have found themselves com-
pelled to organize the Prayer
Pilgrimage to arouse the nation
against a hostile Democratic
Congress and a Republican ad-
ministration deaf to the voice of
the Negro people and the labor
movement, What good has the
Negro vote for Eisenhower done?
What good has the labor wvote
for the Democrats done? How
much better it would have been
to turn the power of the labor
movement to the support of
candidates from the ranks of
labor and the freedom fighters,
independent of the Democrats
and Republicans,

It is .up to the trade um’l‘m-
ists who support a Negro-Labor
alliance to fight within the union
movement for an abandonment
of the hopeless policy of reéliance
upon the Democratic party, and
to advocate instead reliance on
the independent mass action of
the workers and the Negro peo-
ple themseives, the organization
of an independent Labor Party,
and an al-out drive to orgamze

the South.

Unsparing

portance, strength,
ideology and future of this
upper class has been the sub-
jeet of much discussion, guess-
work and plain fantasy. Profes-
sor Frazier has done the long-

and historical scrutiny of this
“talented tenth.” The days of
guesswork are over — he has
provided us with the economie,
so¢ial and psychological facts.

OUTSTANDING AUTHORITY

Any book by this author would
command serious attention. He
is one of the nation’s leading so-
ciologists and, as his works on
the Negro family, etc., have dem-
onstrated, the out;standmg- au-
thority on the seciology of the
Negro people in America. More-
over, Professor Frazier is not a
member of the narrow-vision
school which predominates in his
branch of social science. He is
able to establish the position of
the subject he is writing about
both in history and in the pres-
ent world context. Finally, he
does mot write in that terrible
Jargon that American sociolegy
has developed in an attempt to
prove that it is really a science.
He writes clearly, swiftly and
has the happy sability to trace a
contemporary feature back to its
roots in a few sentences.

To a greater deg'ree than any
other minority in America the
Negrp people are proletarian or
working farmers. Yet within the
Negro community there has been
a social differentiation. An up-
per stratum emerged as early as
in slavery deys in the form of
the household servants and arti-
sans—and from them a com-
munity of free Negroes. This up-
per social stratum continues in
changed form 'and composition
today. In the past few decades
of prosperity it has increased
numerically and enjoyed greater
economic wsecurity. Though too
conventionally “American” to
employ the term, it considers it-
self a Negro “bourgeoisie.” What
are the facts and fictions about
it?

REALITY AND MAKE
BELIEVE

The first half of Frazier’s book
is devoted to an examination of
the realities of the world of the
Negro upper class. The second
to the world of make-believe
with which this class deceives it-
self,

An analysis of the actual eco-
nomic position of this upper class
reveals that its economic basis
is negligible in the national econ-
omy. Negtro business, so loudly

will make--a- court appeal.

Negro Upper Class

BLACK BOURGEOISIE. By E.
The Free Press, 1957, 264 pp., $4.00.

Study of

Franklin Frazier. Glencoe, IlL:

Here is an extremely important book. It is the first
thoroughgoing social study of the thin, upper social
stratum of the Negro commumty in America. The 1m-
wealth®

Negro press, turns out to be fi-
nancially insignificant, a growth
restricted to profiting from those
sales and services left to it by
the segregation of the Negro
masses.

So terribly are the Negro peo-
ple cheated of equal opportuni-
ties by white-supremacist eapi-
talism that jobs and professions
which in the white community
place the holder in the upper lay-
ers of the working class or in
the lower middle class, in the
Negro community put the holder
in the upper class. Thus the
“black bourgeoisie” iz in its bulk
composed of white-collar work-
ers,

What is noticeable immediate-
ly about this bourgeoisie is that
it is not bourgeois in the classie
sense of being the owner of cap-
ital and the employer of labor.
Those who ere actually entrepre-
neurs are distinguished for the
small size of their capital, as cap-
ital is measured in this country.
The overwhelming bulk of the
Negro upper class is without cap-
ital, its economic superiority to
the masg of the Negro people is
based on its higher wages or sal-
aries,

In Part II, “The World of
Make Believe,” the author re-
lentlessly dissects the self-decep-
tion and hollowness of the up-
per-class life in which Negro “so=-
ciety” tries to act out its wishes.
Though a socialist can have no
sympathy for the ambition of the
Negro upper class to separate it-
self from the mass of the Negro
people whom it secretly has come
to despise as an embarrassment
before the whites, one cannot
help but sorrow at the terrible
human waste and frustration to
which racism has doomed these
“socialites.”

However, the task of those who
wish to change the world is
neither to laugh nor to weep, but
to understand. And an under-
standing of this class is meces-
sary in the struggle to end Jim
Crow and to emancipate all labor
—white and black.

Yet at present it is this class
which leads the Nesro people
and even its mass organizations.
As Professor Frazier shows, this
class is politically opportunist
and self-seeking to the core. It
can neveyr lead an uncompromis-
ing struggle, It will have to be
replaced, if equality is to be won,
with men and women from the
ranks of the workers, who live
in a world of reality—and harsh
though it is, have learned to gaze
at it with clear eyves and coura-
geously set about fighting to
change it.

extolled and exaggerated by the

George Lavan
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—that their particular role is in
the field of idess. E. P, Thomp-

Reasoner (to be reborn next week

Forums must orient themselves

toward the Labor movement, and
the hundreds of thousands of So-

son, one of the weditors of The

as The New Reasoner) said the

British polities, These are early
days to say how soon this trend
will emerge as a real force. Many
people feel that the place for
Marxists now is inside the Labor

term transitional form—towards|,
the crystallization of a genuine|
Marxist revolutionary trend in

compared with $205 million

vear, when it earned

1956 — thé company’s banner®
‘lmo—l-e.

Profits Out of Mideast Crisis

Standard 0il Co. of New Jersey earned a net profit
of $237 million in the first three months of 1957, as

in the first three months of

Suez Canal,’ Standard of New

E- 4 ] cialists therein, Party, where the mass of polit- money than any _"ﬂ company Jersey’s stork continued to rise.
ISen Owel" al'l ||1g GOI‘ ge PERSPECTIVES ically-interested workers in Brit- anywhere at any time.” (April|The company added greatly
ain are to be found, so that vital 10 New York Herald-Tribune.)|to its profits last fall and

The American people fought for and
won independence from foreign domina-
tion in 1776. With the victory of the 13
colonies against British rule, .a mew na-
tion was.free to embark on its own his-
toric course, develop its own resources
and through its own internal struggle,

against the people of Jordan only because
he had the backing of the U.S. im-
perialists.

The Eisenhower Doctrine was pro-
claimed as a U.S. guarantee of the inde-
pendence and freedom of the countries
of the Middle East. It quickly proved to

Clearly the whole Forum
movement is a transitional form

Jordan King
Issues Ban

experience in leadership and mass
work. can be gained and the
poison of Stalinist methods shed.

Meanwhile the large-scale post-
Congress walk-outs from the CP
are under way. In Edinburgh
Don Renton, a Party member of
28 years, unemployed leader in

According to the April 27
N. Y. Herald-Tribune, “a spokes-
man [of the company] said a
‘significant’ portion of the in-
crease could be attributed to the
bopming demand for petroleum
preducts in Western Europe
caused by the Suez 'Canal shut-

early this year by selling its
Venezuelan oil to Western Eu-
rope at “erigis”-inflated prices.

Restoration of -navigation in
the Suez Canal will not hurt the
company either, since, with
other  Standard associates,
Standard of New Jersey owns

down.” two thirds of all the oil in
. ; p : ; 5 § L ) nati

to win new democratic rights for its be just the opposite. Using feudal pup_-_ol'. “nions gﬁga%a;}ypr?fffei’ OfI"P‘ff;ﬂig méfg Standard of New Jersey,| Arabia. And now there is an
people. pets easily bought by the imperialist area organizer, has quit. In his| .- PETER FRYER was special which is only one part of the|excellent new and additional
This is our history and we have con- masters, the U.S. Big Business govern-| On May 1 the puppet govern-| resignation statement he said he| correspondent for the London ISIt?;dard o hempx-re. i Tars Tyftol S S o The US,
sidered it good. Now the people of Jordan ment is attempting to crush the revolu- Ee“t of J °§d“:dcr‘;‘ateg. bylli‘:“g preferred to put loyalty to prin-| Daily Worker in Budapest last V\(l}hel: gfsoreiingn :iihsﬂ;:}zmﬁfllcei? I?‘;ﬁ?terﬂ::ain < ltgat;ﬂ]mgne;g:
and other Arab nations want their inde- tionary people of Jordan and guarantee of"ﬁie“t‘r;:ll e,fnim,: indlsem;;;: Siplen above; loyalty: to leaders: {?ll:t‘h, Belf(f“fe thhe' wrote. the | nose dive on the market last|are great. And it is close at
pendence. They want to end foreign the subservient, dictatorial powers of | associations, All political parties| . .10 Lancashire an outstand- about the struggle of | year as a result of the Mideast|hand, so that transportation

domination and make their own future.
The principal obstacle in their path is
the Big Business government in Wash-
ington. In 1776 the obstacle was King
George HI. In 1957 it is Eisenhower.

The Eisenhower Doctrine, passed by
Congress this year, has been tested in
the small country of Jordan.

To strangle the effort of the people of
Jordan to win independence from - all
foreign domination, the United States is
backing the reactionary feudal monarch,
King Hussein. The independence move-
ment is being driven underground. Uniong
are banned. Political parties are oub-
lawed.. Hundreds of freedom fighters
have been arrested and jailed. Amman,

Hussein. ‘

The Wall Street Journal correspondent,,
Philip Geyelin, on May 3 moaned about
the movement of the U.S. Sixth Fleet in
support of -King Hussein. Geyelin was
upset because U.S. “military muscle-
flexing” was “seriously embarrassing the
hero, King Hussein.” The Sixth Fleet
was withdrawn and Eisenhower’s special
envoy retreated in his plans to visit
Jordan. The dlctatorshm of Hussem is:
not yet secure. -

But the purposes of the Elsenhower
Doctrine are clear. The revolutionary
Arab masses understand. King Hussein
is forced to try te conceal his relations
with the U.S. The American people must

have been outlawed. Hundreds
of mnationalists have been im-
prisoned. Still King Hussein is
compelled to ‘conceal his intimate
relations with U.S. imperialists.
He "has accepted TU.S. financial
aid to Jordan but disassociates
that country from the Eisen.
hower Deoctrine.

King Hussein is  attempting
to consolidate his dictatorial
powers with the preparation of
“treason” trials against former
| members .of Jordan’s cabinet.
Two exiled Chiefs of Staff, Maj.
Gen, Ali Abu Nuwar and Maj.
Gen. Ali Mayari, and the former
head of intelligence, Col.
Mahmud el-Mussa will be tried
mm absentia along with a dozen

ing resignation is that of Dick
Nettleton, OP member since 1939,
former national erganizer of the
Young Communist League. In
London Alison McLeod, Daily]
Worker television eritic, has quit
the party and the paper—mak-
ing the 18th Daily Worker res-

stood that histery don Chris-
topher Hill has resigned, though
he himself will not confirm this.

BUILD GROUP IN CP

On the other hand, in Leeds,
Nottingham, and elsewhere in the
industrial ‘Midlands and North,
there are signs of a Marxist op-
position taking shape with the
intention of staying inside the
party and fighting in an organ-

ignation. In Oxford, it is under-|

the Hungarian working class
to get rid of Stalinism and
establish workers’ democracy,
his dispatches were. suppressed
and he was subsequently ex-
pelled. from the British. Com-
munist Party. Following -his.
expulsion hie stated: “I remain
a Communist. I will go on
fighting for the transformation
of the Communist Party .into -a:
genuine Communist . .party.”
Last week Peter Fryer joined
the staff of the. Militant as
its correspondent . from Great
Britain,

trayed. And the CP member who
threw 'light on “Lessons of the
Stalin Era” at the Forum con-

crisis and the blocking of the

costs for the company are low.

Pinilla.
gota has been occupied by the
Army, apparently the only group
in the country which still re-
mains loyal to Rojas. The Cath-
olic Church of Colombia, accord-
ing to the May 6 New York

Workers, Students Act
Against Colombia Ruler

Mass student demonstrations and a general strike in
Bogota Colombia are threatening to topple the bloody
dictatorship of Wall-Street puppet General Gustavo Rojas
The capital city of Bo-'®

police then attacked demonstra-
tors with clubs, tear gas shells
and streams of red dye, designed
to mark oppositionists for police
roundups. By May 5 when the
army occupied Bogota, police had

s % army - officers imlprisoned in|ized way. How long their open,| ference has been invited to give| . ; 3 F i
the capital city of Jordan has ‘been  also understand. And unless we are ready| Amman. - | principled fight can last remains|2 talk to the Briggs shop stew- ’i[‘tlsmesl; = lzxge‘;‘_te‘:h to Ig‘:.thdr%w ?;}]uelidat h‘ﬁﬁﬁiﬂf]ge ]f::esoniaﬂ{g
practically sealed off from the rest of to renounce our own revolutionary his-| Nuwar and Hayari, both in|to be seen. But it is already hav-|ards on Sunday night. gimes i ? B RO AR clioos were clased, 2ud ins
the world under martial law. The King tory, we must demand that U.S, imperial- Cairo, accused Hussein of|ing an effect among the rank-|" These are remarkable develop- dustrial strikes were spreading

-of Jordan dared to commit this violence

isml get out of the Middle East.

New Support for Morton Sobell

The Reverend .A. J. Muste, chairman
emeritus of the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion and an editor of the magazine Libera-
tion, made a noteworthy declaration,
May 1, in New, York on the case of Mor-
ton Sobell. He declared that after study-
ing the case he was convinced that “out-
side of the Department of Justice, there
are very few people left who don’t be-
liéve that at the very least Morton Sobell
is entitled to a new trial.”

In taking this stand, Rev. Muste joins
a growing list of notables.. Among them
are such prominent scientists as Harold
Urey, J. Robert Oppenheimer and the late
Albert Einstein, Others supporting the
demand for a new trial include such
figures as the journalist Elmer Davis, the
English philosopher Bertrand Russell, the
famed musician Pablo Casals, Warren K.
Billings and Senator William Langer of
North Dakota.

Even a brief review of the Sobell case
serves to make clear why these prominent
individuals and many others so gravely
doubt that justice was done. Sobell was
tried, along with Julius and Ethel Rosen-
berg, in a whipped-up atmosphere of
witch-hunt hysteria. Before the case even
reached a jury, Sobell was “convicted” in
the press of delivering atomic secrets to
the Soviet Union. Yet the government
never made such a charge. The prosecu-
tion confined itself to the deliberately
vague charge of “conspiring” with the
Rosenbergs to commit unspecified acts
of espionage.

The principal “evidence” that Sobell
had so conspired was the unconfirmed
word of one man — and that man was
an admitted perjurer facing government

The Obituaries

The late Senator Joseph MeCarthy got
a generally bad press on the occasion of
his death. With the exception of the
blatantly reactionary wing of the daily
press, most editorial comments deplored
his unsavory methods in fighting “com-
munism.” But the most significant fea-
ture of McCarthy, and the movement he
represented, went largely unnoticed. That
was the fact that the movement which
rallied behind the Senator from Wiscon-
sin represented incipient American fas-
cism — the first stage of an American
version of the Nazi movement.

McCarthy, as a sinister political figure,
was spawned by the witch hunt. He grew
out of the system of “subversive” lists,
loyalty oaths, job screenings and such
thought-control laws as the Smith Act.
This witch hunt was ushered in together
with the cold war by the Democratic.
administration. It was further developed
and refined by the succeeding Republican
administration,

For a brief period McCarthy became an
independent power in opposition to both
parties. Republicans who cheered while
he castigated the Democrats for “twenty

k : : . in the mass movement advocat-| monopoly coalition policy as
years of treason” came to quail as he also to remember that it was the witch|iny a class-struggle program.|“anti-class struggle,” Gates de-! Zone mand that May Day be a full-
extended the period by one year to cover  hunt that gave him his start. Until that| Spch a left wing, he said, must| clared that a struggle “of all the paid holiday. About 500,000
them. He became the Frankenstein’s mon-  witch hunt is eliminated from the Amer-| push for the formation of a la-| people would be even more pro- Stat workets are involved. Govern-
bor party based on the unions|ductive than just that of the .= City ate

ster of the bi-partisan witch-hunters.
Particularly noteworthy during this pe-

-page letter- once '‘a week.

prosecution. This was Max Elitcher, who,
as-a result of his cooperation with the
government never had to face the charge
of perjury.

Sobell was pictured by the government
as a man who acknowledged his guilt in
advance by fleeing the country to Mexico
ahd who was apprehended by the aua
thorities only after the Mexican govern-
ment had deported him from that country.

Last month the Mexican government
issued an official denial that it had
deported Sobell. Thus. it helped confirm
Sobell’s charge that he, along with his
family, had been kidnaped at the instiga-
tion of ‘the U.S. government while
vacationing in Mexico. He was brutally
beaten and brought across the border.
Only then did he hear of any charges
against him. Whereupon, he waived ex-
tradition from Texas and voluntarily
came to New York to face trial.

Sentenced to a 30-year term, Sobell is
being held in America’s worst penal
hellhole, Alcatraz, an institution which is
supposed to be used solely for incorrigible
criminals who cannot be managed in other
prisons. He is separated from his family
by three thousand miles, able to have
visitors once a month and to write a single
Constantly
harrassed, he has now been informed that
he is writing “too small” on the single
sheet allotted. All of this ecruel and
unusual treatment is deliberately design-
ed to force him to confess to a crime he
steadfastly swears he never committed.

We hope that many more in the labor
and liberal movement will follow the
example of A. J. Muste in demandmg
justice for Morton Sobell.

for McCarthy

riod of his rise, was the revolting specta-'
cle of the liberal Democrats, like Hum-
phrey of Minnesota, who sought to “out-
flank” him from the right. One of the
prime results of this cowardly and treach-
erous course was the Humphrey-Butler
Communist Control Act, the first in
American history to declare a political
party illegal,

McCarthy continued to prosper on the
basis of such “opposition.” But the polit-
ical and social climate in the country
proved unripe for his fascist perspective.
The Wall Street tycoons who control the
U.S. government decided they weren’t
ready to try to impose a fagcist dictator-
ship on the country and decided to put!
him on ice for the time being.

The Senate voted to censure McCarthy
after the November election showed a
swing back to the Democrats, underscor-
ing the fact that it was not yet the sea-
son for unbridled McCarthyism.

McCarthy died, not in “oblivion,” but
under wraps, He will be long and bitterly
remembered for the countless vietims of
his savage application of Hitler’'s big-lie
technique. At the same time it is well

ican scene, root and branch, the danger
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| with the ant:—capl'cahst world,

declaring martial law in Jordan
in order to thwart the “will of
the people.” They also declared
that: the Jordan erisis was in-
stigated by the United States
as part of an “imperialist con-
spiracy’” to force the Fisen-
hower Doctrine down the throats

and-file industrial workers in the
party.

One working-class member of
the industrial branch at Dagen-'
ham—home of the key Ford and
Briggs automobile factories —
startled his fellow-members this
week when he told them to read

of the Arab people.

ments. And one of the most im-
portant and most encouraging
features of all is the utter fail-
ure of the CP to drive a wedge
between the workers and the “in-
tellectuals.” The working-class
critics of Stalinism and the in-
tellectual eritics have never heen

Trotsky’s The Revolution Be-

so close.

By Harry Ring

hundred” and fifty people turned
out at the Brighton Community
Center tonight for a discussion
of “The Road 'to Socialism in
America.” On the platform were
John Gates, editor of the Daily’
Worker, Farrell Dobbs. mational
secretary of the Socialist Work-
ers Party and A. J. Muste of Lib-'
eration ‘magazine. Composed
largely :of supporters of the CP
and SWIP, the audience displaved’
interest and enthusiasm for the
frank but fraternal exchange of
views on the subject of the eve-|
ning.

Ovening the discussion, Dobbs
declared that the source of the
ver-present war ‘danger lies in
the insoluble crisis of world cap-
italism which is being pushed
back by the powerful colonial
revolution and by swiftly rising
productive power of the Soviet
Woe. The war danger, he said,
comes primarilv from Americen
Big Business which is spearhead-
ing ‘the world counter-revolution-
ary offensive. While the increas-
ing power of the anti-capitalist
world has comvelled imverialism
to slow down its war timetable,
U.S. capitalism remains basieally
hostile to peaceful co-existence

Dobbs said.

CLASS-STRUGGLE POLICY
Events have demonstrated, he
econtinued, that Wall Street can
be checkmated only by a world-
wide class struggle against it.
That is why. he said, it is nec-
essary to defend the colonial
freedom: fighters and the work-
ors’ states acainst immerialism.
He also called for solidarity with
the budding political revolution
in the [Soviet svhere. This strug-
gle to re-establish workers’ de-
mocracy based on Soviet proo-
erty forms, he said, aids the
world revolution against capital-
ism.

Turning to the domestic scene,
Dobbs hit at the Communist Par-
ty leadership’s concept of build-
ing a “people’s anti-monopoly
cealition” based on political col-
laboration with eapitalists. Such
a “coalition,” he pointed out, has
been in effect since the 1930’s
in the form of the labor move-
ment’s support for- the Demo-
cratic Party. The record shows,
Dobbs said that the labor-Demo-
cratic coalition has served only to
weaken labor politically and to
strengthen the hand of reaction.
The eentral need today, Dobbs
said, is to help forge a left wing

in alliance with the Negro peo-

of future McCarthys remains with us. |

-its ow electoral tickets. Here in

1 the

Smce a labor party will not be
fq1med immediately, it is espe-
cially important, Dobbs argued,
for the socialist movement to run

New York, he said, the SWP is
running Joyce Cowley for mavor
and will use the campaign to
spread the socialist answer to
war, to explain the need for a|
labor party and to help lay the
basis for building a left wing in
mass wmovement. Such a
course, Dobbs concluded, is the
most effective way to combat im-
perialist war and to create the
forces that will spearhead the
struggle for a socialist Ameriea.

Presenting the viewpoint of the
Communist Party, John Gates
said that “today’s main task is to
build a “people’s anti-monopoly
coalition” based on a new po-
litical alignment. He could not
predict, he said, whether such a
realignment would be achieved
by driving the reactionaries out
of the Democratic party or if it
would, emerge as a new coalition
party in opposition to both the
old parties.

PRAISES MEETING

On foreign policy, he said the
central objective must be the
fight for “peaceful coexistence.”
The growing strength of the so-
eialist world and the weakening
of the capitalist world, he con-
tended, makes a new era of co-
existence practieal and realizable,
even though it is being ushered
in slowly and painfully.

Gates concluded by expressing
his gratification at the success-
ful meeting and declared it a
demonstration “that we can work
and act together while we discuss
those things on which we dis-
agree.”

A, J. Muste devoted himself

for common (frank thinking and
diseussion by all radical tenden-
cies. Such a discussion is mnee-
essary, he said, because ‘“None
of us today can see clearly in
the concrete sense the road to
socialism.” Such advice, he added,
“is not counsel of despair, but of
hope. If we bring all, or approx-
imately all, of the movement into
a serious, continuous discussion,
we will have accomplished a po-
litical act of enormous signifi-
ecance.”

The summaries were the most
noteworthy features of the eve-
ning, as Gates and Dobbs came]
answered one anether’s argu-
ments in a spirit of earnest de-
bate.

Contending that Dobbs was in-
correct in characterizing the anti-

workers alone.”

ple and the working farmers,

primarily to the continuing need|

Well-Attended Brooklyn Meet
Hears Gates, Dobbs, Muste

socialist  tickets, ‘Gates said,
ate perspective for a labor party.
I agree. But if the workers aven’t
even ready for a labor party,
then how can you propose a so-
cialist. ticket which is even nar-
rowet ?” Instead, he continued,
“we should work with labor on
the basis of its present level of
thinking. To run against the Re-
publicans and Democrats would
only isolate us.” He relegated
the running of socialist candi-
dates to an occasional contest for
secondary offices.

Winding up the discussion,
Dobbs agreed the workers must
weld a coalition with other class
forces, but explained that such
a coalition is doomed to failure
unless it iz led by the workers
and bhased on an anti-capitalist
program,

Replying to Gates”™ objections
to running a socialist candidate
for mayor, Dobbs asked, “What
do jyou propose as an alternative
—to support Wagner?” An ap-
preciative murmur ran through
the andience as Dobbs continued,
“He certainly is a very peculiar
‘friend of labor.””

Support to the Demoecrats,
Dobbs went on, only delays the
process of building a labor party,
but a socialist ticket will help
build one. Over radio and TV, so-
cialists will be able to explain to
those seeking a basic change how
to go about getting it.

In concluding, Dobbs urged
united action on behalf of Mor-
ton Sobell and called on the au-
dience to turn out for the boat
ride May 26 sponsored by the
Sobell Committee.

All three speakers joined in
urging the audience to partici-
pate in the May 17 Prayer Pil-
grimage to Washington.

“Dobbs said there is no immedi- | ===

The reactionary Conservative
Party leaders who for the most
part backed Rojas when he took
power in 1953 in a military coup,
have already indicated willing-
ness to dump him in favor of a
military junta or some other de-
vice since his almost unbelieva-
bly cruel, corrupt and bloody re-
gime is no longer able to control
the insurgent Colombian masses.

STUDENTS BEGIN IT

The present uprising began
last week when university stu-
dents struck protesting plans for
supporters of Rojas to have him
re-elected president by a consti-
tuent assembly which he had ap-
pointed for that purpese. Rojas’

throughout the South American
nation of 13 million people.
Colombia has been in constant
crisis featuring guerilla warfare
in the countryside since April
9, 1948 when a general strike and
uprising was sparked by the as-
sassination of Jorge Gaitan, the
left-wing leader of the opposi-
tion Liberal Party. A succession
of tottering regimes, some in-
cluding right-wing elements of
the Liberal Party followed until
Rojas took over with the backing
of the U.S. State Department

and the Catholic Church and es-
tablished a rigid military dicta-
torship. \

World Eve

Events

A BRITISH government court
of inquiry, appointed to investi-
gate the biggest strike in Eng-
land since 1926, has made its
recommendations, The strike be-
gan last March with 200,000
shipyard workers and grew until
it involved 1,500,0000 workers in
the metal fabricating industries
before it was called off pending
the court’s recommendations. The
Confederation of Shipbuilding
and Engineering Unions had de-
manded a 109 wage increase for
its 3 million members, The bosses
offered 59 on provision that no
new wage claims be made for one
yvear and that the union cooper-
ate in speeding up operations.
The court recommended, May 2,
an .increase of about 5% with
no strings attached or of about
616 9% with the wage freeze and
speed-up provisions. Union offi-
cials began meeting May 4 to
consider the court’s proposal. A
Tory government drive reducing
welfare benefits and raising
rents, and a steep hike in the
cost of living since the Suez
fiasco were the cause of the wage

demands.
* % %

FRENCH WEST AFRICAN
“glections” held March 30 for lo-
cal councils in the eight French
colonies were hoycotted by the
mass of the electorate. Pro-
French political groups won ma-
jorities ‘throughout the colonies,
but were disheartened by the boy-
cott which reached 809% in some
localities. The newly established
elected councils were touted as a
progressive step in French im-

perialist rule, But the councils

Introducto
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Offer!

Taking issue with the meed for

| for May Day by the three plan-

have no power in foreign affairs,
defense, trade, currency, internal
security, or justice. All effective
rule remains with the French-
appointed High - 'Commissioner,
The boycott was attributed to “a
noticeable undercurrent of ex-
treme nationalism and of com-
munism gmong the population,”
which numbers 19 million, pre-
dominantly Negro. The tra.cla
unions have been advocating in-
dependence. In the Arab and Ber-
ber Mauretania colony, where
the boycott was _highly effective,
the Free Mauretania Movement
'supports union with independent
Morocco.
x B %

MAY DAY IN BERLIN fea-
{ured huge turnouts in both the
East and West sectors. About
160,000 persons gathered May 1
at a trade union rally in West
Berlin, The central demand was
for the 40-hour week.

k % &

THE BRITISH LABOR PAR-
TY has launched a ecampaign
against the testing of H-bombs.
Leaders of the party demanded
May 5 that the Government post~-
pone its planned hydrogen tests
as a step toward international
agreement to bhan nuclear explo-
sions. The demands were voiced
in speeches throughout England
by leaders including Laborite
right-winger Hueh Gaitskell and
left-winger Aneurin Bevan.
Gaitskell attacked Tory Foreign
Secretary Selwyn Lloyd’s asser-
tion that Communists were be-
hind the agitation against the
scheduled British tests. What is
really behind it, he said, are seci-
entific ‘reports indicating that if
the tests were continued ~the
health of the human race might
be damaged. Bevan said “No
weapon which is at the same
time a weapon of suicide can be
a weapon of diplomacy.”

’ * % %

IN CEYLON a general strike
of plantation workers was called

tation unions to enforce a de-

ment employes in Ceylon pre-

viously won the same demand.

it
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- The Negro Struggle

By John Thayer

ruz MILITANT

Mass Action Has Won the Viclories

It was in 1941, when the U.S. was preparing
to go to war, that the anger of the Negro peo-
ple with their exclusion from the expanding
industry and their segregation in the drafted
armed forces boiled over. The Negro masses

sensed that something more was mneeded than .

the old, unrewarding methods of lobbying and
sending delegations to plead with the politicians.
When A. Philip Randolph proposed a mass
March on Washington to demand equality in
employment and in the armed forces the Negro
people recognized that this was the kind of
action the situation demanded. They responded
enthusiastically and March-On-Washington or-
ganizations mushroomed all over the U.S.

THREAT BROUGHT FIRST FEPC

The threat of such a mass protest frightened,
the politicians, from Roosevelt down, so much
that whereas they had earlier been “too busy”
to receive delegations of Negro .leaders who
wished to protest Jim Crow, they now began
running around putting all kinds of pressure
on the MOW leaders to call off the March.
Randolph caved in under the tremendous
pressure and did call off the March in return
for a small part of what the movement
demanded. This was the wartime FEPC, which
had no real enforcement powers and which did
not cover industries other than defense in-
dustries, nor government employment nor the
armed services. Yet it was the mere threat of
such a march which produced what is still a
precedent and symbol for the U.S. — a federal
FEPC. o

AN ALLY ABROAD

In the post-war period the Negro people of
America  continued their heroic struggle for
equal rights. In this fight they received sup-
port from allies in the trade union movement,
from socialists and from liberals. But they
found now that they had a new mighty ally on
their side — whose weight would help tip the
scales’ on many issues. This mighty ally was
the colonial revolution, sweeping Asia like a
‘storm and beginning to blow in the Middle East
“and Africa. The millions and millions com-
posing this revolutionary movement were people
of color. They scorned the U.S. imperialists’
cold-war propaganda about democracy because
they knew about Jim Crow in the U.S.

Thus when the Supreme Court on May 17,
1954 overruled its old Plessy decision 'and

declared school segregation unconstitutional it

was listening not only to the voices of the Ne-
gro people and other opponents of Jim Crow in
the U.S. but to the voices of the colored people
of India, Indonesia, China, Indo-China and all
the other countries of the colonial revolution.

The Supreme Court’s decision has brought
about important desegregation victories in the
border states and in the District of Columbia.
However, the court’s follow-up implementation
decision was so toothless that the source of the
cancer of racism — the South itself — has for
three years successfully defied the decision and
plans to make this defiance permanent.

This defiance is compounded of statements of
1ntevposmon in Congress, amendment of state
constitutions, rigging of school laws, outlawing
of the NAACP on the governmental level and
the unleashing of physical and economic terror
by mob action, lynchings, bombings, creation
of the White Citizens Councils, spread of the
Ku Klux Klan and similar organizations on the
grass roots level.

Once again the masses of the Neg)o people
have found themselves confronted with a crucial
situation in which the old methods of lawsuits,

lobbying, letters to Congressmen, ete, don’t do
the job. This is illustrated by the decline in
even the amount of lip service the liberals in
the last two Congresses gave to the ‘civil rights
fight. Civil rights bills never even got as far
as a filibuster — they died in committee. A new
low even in campaign promises on ecivil rights
was reached last year in the platforms adopted
by the Republican and Democratic conventions.

Yet despite the political blind alley that the
Negro people, like labor, finds itself im, the
rank-and-file Negro masses are not discouraged
but on the contrary want to fight. This was
well demonstrated by the tremendous protest
meetings, from coast to coast, following the
lynching of 14-year old Emmett Till. The
mobbing of Autherine Lucy provoked similar
indignation showing that this anger was no
passing mood,

MONTGOMERY

In the Deep South, where the Negro people
suffer the most barbarous oppression and dis-
crimination, this new fighting spirit produced
the new method of struggle which the times
demand. This was mass action. The united
action of 50,000 people in one city against
mistreatment and Jim Crow on the buses. The
people of Montgomery in their historic boycott
have shown the power of mass action and
militaney. They have spearheaded the counter-
offensive to the WCC and the Dixiecrats. They
have set an example of how to win victories in
this day and age.

It is significant that the present March on
Washington originates in the South., It was first
projected at the meeting of Southern leaders
who demanded that Eisenhower speak out
against the racist reign of terror. Since then
it has been broadened to a national movement
and as a prayer-pilgrimage will present nc
single specific demand in the nation’s eapital.

The March-On-Washington, called off in 1941,
had as its demand fair employment practices
and an integrated army. Thus its effectiveness
could have been measured by the results in
these terms. The present prayer-pilgrimage will
make a general protest about conditions. Its
effectiveness thus will be measured only
generally. But one fact is indisputable. It will
give the powers-that-be in Washington a
close-up view of the determination of the Negro
people, in greater numbers than the politicians
of Washington have ever seen before, to get
something done about Jim Crow, about the
reign of terror in the South, about the runaround
civil rights gets in Congress, about the Southern
defiance of the Supreme Court’s desegregation
decision, and about all the other violations of
their rights,

THEY'LL COUNT THE THOUSANDS

" A gigantic turnout cannot but enhance the
anti-Jim Crow struggle and the political posi-
tion of the Negro people. More than that, it
will confirm for the' Negro people nationally
the lesson Montgomery has learned and taught
in the past year — namely, the power of mass
action. This is not to say that the present March
on Washington a.one will cave in the white
supremacists, North and South. A long line of
battles loom ahead before that glorious day is
reached. One of those battles will be the forma-
tion by the Negro people along with labor and
working farmers of a new party — untainted
by Jim Crow and pledged to its destruction—a
labor party. But that’s another story in itself.

This story is that the presént prayer-pilgrim-
age March on Washington is a great forward
step in the fight to end race discrimination in

..TALLAHASSEE

(Continued from page 1)

‘teacners roared “strike, strike.”

(Continued from page 1)

activities, The May 11 Afro-
jAmerican reports- “Detroit.
Special trains and buses will be
used by some 5,000 persons,
many of them from Local 600
UAW.” From Chicago, Wil-
loughby Abner, local NAACP
president, reports plans for
special Freedom trains and
buses. From Boston, Rev. Walter
Davis reports high cooperation
on a 15-car Freedom Train as
well as buses. Baltimore is
planning to have the largest
delegation outside of Washing-
tm__}taelf.

In New York, Chicago, Detroit,
Los Angeles, Atlanta, Mont-
gomery, Richmond, Philadelphia
and Baltimore simultaneous mass
meetings will ‘be held on May
11 at noon. It was also an-
nounced that these same cities
will- hold Torchlight Motorcades
bidding farewell to their Wash-
ington-bound delegations on
May 15. The meeetings were set
up in a long distance conference
between Rev. Kilgore, national
director, and leaders in each of
the cities all tied in on the same
line.

. In Washln-gton over 60
churches are being set up as
reception centers. Rev. Martin
Luther King of Montgomery
said that efforts would be made

" ...Major Cities Rally

to set up a conference with|

Congressmnal leaders for the|
morning of the rally. Dr. ng
will lead a procession of station
wagons and cars from Mont-
gomery, the same vehicles that
sped the bus boycotters to vic-

tory.

In New York, Columbia
University, City and Brooklyn
Colleges will hold individual
mass rallies, Harry Belafonte,
Jackie Robinson and Sidney

Poitier are leading a movement
of celebrities to Washington.
Besides trains and buses, at
least 1,000 cars are expected to
help transport New Yorkers to
the eapital. Among backers of
New York’s efforts are District
65, RWDSU; Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters; and Local
338 Grocery Clerks Union.

The enthusiasm behind the
MOW is expressed in Earl
Brown’s column, New York
Amsterdam News, May 11: “ON
TO WASHINGTON! Let’s show
the world we mean business. . .
Both Republicans and Demo-
erats. . . hem, haw and lie about
the race question. . ., The time's
long overdue for us to organize

nationally like the Rev. King did

in Montgomery to fight them
until they, not us, give up. Let’s

get started by Marching to
Washington. Then, let's keep
going.”

Calendar

Cleveland
Militant Forum, Sat.,, May 18,
8:15 P.M., presents the film, Salt
of the Earth, at the YMCA, 2200
Prospect Ave. Contribution 90c.

Detroit

Friday Night Socialist Forum.
May 17, 8:00 P.M. “Perspectives
for American Youth.” Speaker:
Tim Wohlforth, member of the
National Action Committee of
the Young -Socialist League.
Place: 3737 Woodward.

Los Angeles
.School of International So-
qinllsm presents two series of
 Saturday afternoon lectures. At

J. P.M., “The First American

of Events

Revolution,” by Wm. F. Warde.
May 18  subject: “How the

"Revolutionary War was Fought

and Won.” At 2 P.M., “The
Russian Revolution of 1917, by
Theodore Edwards. May 18 sub-
jeet: “The October Revolution:
How the Workers of Russia Won
State Power.” 1702 E. 4th St.

New York
American Youth for Socialism
holds open meetings every

Tuesday night at 8:00 P.M., at
116 University Place. A short
business meeting is followed by
an interesting educational dis-
cussion. May 14: a review of
Peter Fryer’s book. Hungarian

county school authorities to start!

integrating schools. The ICC ac-
tion thus was a challenge to the
| Florida legislature which had, on
April 18, adopted a resolution
declaring the state would not
abide by the Supreme Court de-
cision on desegregation because
it was “null and void.”

Last February, Rev. K. S. Du-
pont, vice president of the ICC
ran for City Commissioner. He
was the first Negro since Reec-
onstruction days to seek public
office in Tallahassee. With the
encouragement of the ICC, 4,000
Negroes registered in the last
national elections. In adjacent
Gadsden County, with a predo-
minantly Negro population,
“the right to wote” has limited
Negro registration to five,

The Backbone of Tallahassee's
fight for equal rights are the
heroic walkers. The student at
Florida A&M University (Ne-
gro) are continuing to “walk in
dignity rather tham ride in hu-
miliation.” They have inspired
students at the all-white Florida
State University to defy the
racist school hoard and solidarize
themselves with the forward hat-
talions for a new and better
South. John Boardman who pub-
licly supported Rev. Dupont was
expelled from FSU. He had an
answer: “I'm a human being
first; a student second.”

On March 4, Tallahassee’s
white supremacist “justice” sen-
tenced three students, two Ne-
groes and one white to 60 days in
jail and a $600 fine each for vio-
lating the city’s new bus-seat as-
signment ordinance under which
drivers tell passengers where to
sit. The TCC is currently appeal-
ing these convictions. Meanwhile,
Negroes are riding the predo-
minantly Negro bus-runs sitting
wherever they please, and stay
off other buses where Jim-Crow
seating is still enforced.

The May 17 March on Wash-
ington is an extension and deep-
ening of the mass protest move-
ments spearheaded by Montgom-
ery and Tallahassee. The march-
ers, from Maine to California, in
the spirit of these Southern van-
guard troops will thunder out to

the nation; Jim Crow Must Go.

Tragedy. Speaker: Art Ross.
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Want Integrated Schools,
Raise for Teachers, in N. Y.

By Joyce Cowley

Socialist Workers

For Mayor of New York

The recent public hearings on Mayor Wagner’s pro-

posed budget for the coming

stormy 14-hour session on education in which 82 speak-
ers were heard., Teachers pro-®

tested the drastic cut in the sal-
ary increases requested by the
Board of Education, and organ-
izations fighting for school in-
tegration charged that the May-
o1 had deleted items totaling $15
million which were crucial to
putting the integration program
into effect,

The $23 million originally pro-
pused in pay increases for teach-.
ers was cut. to $6.4 million. Two
thousand angry and defiant
teachers picketed (City Hall. At
a public meeting that followed,
when Charles Cogan of the
Teachers Guild asked for sug-
gestions on further action, the

Since there is a state law against
strikes by public employees,
teacher organizations considered
a series of one-day stoppages
which apparently would not vi-
olate this' law, and the use of
paid pickets to enforce the boy-
cott of extra-curricular activi-
ties. A slowdown, which could be
effected by a sudden rise in re-
quests for sick leave, has also
been suggested.

INTEGRATION ITEMS

It was anticipated that the
hearing on school integration’
would be controversial, because
civic groups in Quebns had
threatened to “storm City Hall”
tc oppose the program. But only
one speaker for Jim-Crow schools
appeared, Matthew J. Shevlin,
Americanism Chairman of the
American Legion in Queens.
Speakers from the Urban
League, the Intergroup Commit-
tee on New York Public Schools,
the TUnited Parents Association
and other organizations demand-
ed that items essential to the
integration program be restored
to the budget,

The Mayor has submitted a
record budget of almost $2 bil-
lion but, as usual, the urgent
needs of our schools and our
teachers have been mneglected.
Wagner has been more attentive
to real estate interests, promising
there will be no tax increase and
even hinting there might be a
one-cent drop in the basic tax
rate,

The Mayor’s budget devotes a
number of pages to a glowing
recital of the accomplishments of
his administration, and accord-
ing to the New York Times it
takes on “the color of a cam-
paign handbook for use in his
fall campaign.” This handbook

is obviously not going to make a
favorable

impression on the

Party Candidate

year were highlighted by a

teachers, or on the parents and
organizations fighting to imple-
ment the integration program.
We need a Mayor in City Hall
who considers education more im-
portant than a reduction in the
real estate tax, but we can’t ex-
pect this from a Democratic po-
litician, or a Republican either,
since ‘both parties are tied to
real estate and Big-Business in-
terests.

Only an independent labor par-
ty, with mno obligations except
to the working people it repre-
sents, will give top priority to

the education of our children.

Need for United Fight
On Speed-Up Shown by
L.A. Chrysler Strike

MAYWOOD, Calif.,, May 5—
The strike of 4,000 workers at
the Chrysler  assembly plant
here was settled two weeks ago.
Terms of the settlement be-
tween the Chrysler Corpora-
tion and Local 230 of the United
Auto Workers have not yet been
made opublic, but semi-official
statements give the details as
follows:

(1) The rate of production
was frozen for the duration of
the 1957 models at approximately
516 cars per day. Production had
been raised from 473 cars to 526
when the strike was called on
the speed-up issue, and during

Ford Local Wants Union
Man on Detroit Counail

DETROIT — A potentially important development in
Detroit ;politics was the recent decision by the executive
board v UAW Ford Local 600 in favor of at least one

labor candidate being run for the®

Common Council in this year's
city election campaign,

The specific motion passed by
the executive board, on the rec-
ommendation of its officers, was
“That Local 600 urge the Wayne
County CIO Council to choose
and endorse from the ranks of
labor at least ome candidate to
run in the 1957 elections for the
Detroit Common Council.”

Just how the Wayne County
CIO Council will react to this
proposal remains fo be seen. Its
present leaders are all active in
the Democratic Party, and hos-
tile to any political action that
would even imply a break with

the Democratic machine. A mere|

discussion of the question would|~" "~

-represent a refreshing change for
the Council, which has gone down
the line for the Democrats 100%
in recent years.,

SUPPORT FROM LOVEL!..

‘On the other hand, the Local
600 action was greeted with en-
thusiasm by Sarah Lovell, So-
cialist-Workers-P a r t y-endorsed
candidate for mayor. For the last

two months she has been cam-|

paigning to persuade the labor

movement to call a united labor|,

conference to nominate its own
candidates for municipal office
before. July, 27, the last filing
date for the fall primaries.

“The Local 600 proposal,” she
“is a promising beginning.
Of course there is no reason why
the labor movement, so strong in
our city, should run only one or
a few candidates of its own. It
should nominate a full slate.
Also,
should not be by the CIO alone,
but by the CIO and AFL jointly
with their allies among the Ne-
groes, housewives; young people,
ete.

“But it is a good step in the
right direction. I hope that it will
lead to similar action by other
union locals, and to a fruitful
discussion in the whole Ilabor
‘movement about what role it is
going to play in polities this

said,

Mrs. Lovell has been visiting
GM, Ford and Chrysler locals,
explaining the need for a break
with the Democrats and the run-
ning of an independent labor
slate,

The response at these meet-

JOYCE COWLEY

ings is usually one of real inter-

the selection of a slaté. DISCUSSION IN PRESS

SARAH LOVELL

est in her proposals. In some
cases prolonged discussion .and
dquestions from the floor follow
her remarks. Although no locals
have yet endorsed her proposal
for an independent labor slate,
many workers and local officers
have thanked her warmly for
raising the issue at their meet-
ings,

Interest in. her campaign has
also been expressed in the letter
columns of the Detroit News.
Following her formal filing as
candidate, the News printed a
letter from a reader challenging,
from g conservative standpoint,
Mrs. Lovell’s main theme—that
“Labor and its allies, represent-
ing the majority of the popula-
tion, have the power, the right
and duty to govern Detroit.”

This led to the publication of
a considerable number of letters
pro and con, including one by
Mrs, Lovell, which was answered
after a fashion by editorial staff
member W. K. Kelsey in his col-
umn, The Commentator.

Last month Mrs. Lovell asked
the Wayne County CIO Council
and the Wayne County Federation
of Labor to'consider her proposal
and to let her speak to them
about it. 'So far no answer has
been given by either body to her
appeal.

‘The Lovell campaign headquar-
ters is at 3737 Woodward, Cam-
paign literature may be obtained
there any weekday evening be-
tween 7 and 9 P.M., or by phon-

ing TEmple 1-6135.

By Anne Chester
Manager, Pioneer Publishers
This week Pioneer Publishers

is featuring books and pamphlets
on the Negro Struggle in Amer-

ica. These include:

THE JIM CROW MURDER OF
MR. AND MRS. HARRY T.
MOORE. (New Dangers and
New Tasks Facing the Negro
Struggle.) By George Breit-
man. ‘31 pages. 10 cents,
Written in memory of two

courageous fighters for equality.

* % %k

DESEGREGATION — Labor’s|
Stake in the Fight for Negro
Equality. By Jean Simon, 16
pages, 10 cents,

The Subreme Court ruling on
school desegregation and the
struggle to put it into effect.

* ¥ %

THE STRUGGLE FOR NEGRO
EQUALITY. By John Saund-

ers and Albert Parker. 48
pages. 10 cents. (Third Edi-
tion.) With a special article
by Leon Trotsky on the Ne-
gro Struggle reprinted from
the Militant, Aug. 15, 1942.
* ok
NEGROES ON THE MARCH. A
Frenchman’s Report on the
American Negro Struggle. By
Daniel Guerin. 192 pages.
Cloth, $2; paper $1.50.
Phylon Magazine,
Negro publication says of this
work: “The most painstaking
attempt to analyze race rela-
tions in the U.8.”
® ¥ ¥
BLACK RECONSTRUCTION IN
AMERICA, 1860 - 1880. By
W. E. B. DuBois. (New Edi-
tion.) 746 pages. Special price
$5.50.
This book, by the foremost
historian of the Negro question
in America, sets forth, with

a leading|

voluminous documentation, the
true role of the slaves in fight.
ing for their emancipation and
of the freed men in the struggle
to reorganize Southern society
on a democratic basis, following

.| the Civil War.

* % ¥,

Order the above books and
pamphlets from Pioneer Pub-
lishers, 116 University Place,
New York 3, N. Y.

CORRECTION

In the May 6 issue of the Mili-
tant it was stated that Pioneer
Publishers -are distributors of
book, ILW.W. — A Study of
American Syndiealism, by Paul
Brissenden, This was an error.
Pioneer Publishers is omnly
making the book available at a

special price of $b6.76 (list price,| "

$7.50),

the negotiations Chrysler at one
point even demanded a rate of
616 cars per day.

(2) Chrysler agreed to hire
enough additional manpower:
(about 118 men) to equalize the
number of men on shifts doing
identical work.

(3) Skilled trades workers
were no longer to be replaced
by outside contracting, except
in cases where the work was
of such a nature that the plant
men were not qualified to per-
form it.

(4) Workers discharged, or
otherwise penalized for protest-
ing the speed-.up, were rein-
stated,

Local 230’s strike reached a
‘serious crisis in its third week.
Rank-and-file morale was low
because the strikers were not
being given adequate strike
relief and they were being left
to fight the entire Chrysler
Corporation with only their own
local resources. At that time
the UAW officialdom reversed
its policies. Strike relief was
greatly liberalized and other
locals were allowed to contribute
money directly to Local 230 in-
stead of having their donations
impounded and placed in the In-
ternational’s strike fund.

HELP FROM OTHER LOCALS
However, the greatest factor

| in settling the strike was the

move on the part of other
Chrysler locals to cut off over-
time work and to prepare for
strike action themselves. In ad-
dition some workers conducted
“unauthorized” strike action in
the ‘Detroit Chrysler plants.
‘When the Corporation saw that

| the Chrysler workers all over

the country really meant busi-
nesgs and were exerting pressure
to gspread the strike against
speed-up, management began to
bargain on a more reasonable
basis,

Local . 230’s strike clearly
posed a question mark over the
Reuther, administration’s, entire
pohcy with respect to bargain-
ing in the auto industry. Unlike
the steal workers’ and miners’
unions, the Reuther leadership
hag always insisted upon a one-
at-a-time strategy in auto. Under
this policy, industry-wide
bargaining with all of the com-
panies at one time has been ex-
cluded. This policy, instead of
winning better conditions for
the aute workers,
the industry to push speed-up —
in many cases to higher levels
than before the union was
organized.

. The Chrysler Corporation has
craftily exploited the Reuther
strategy. It points to the more
intense speed-up in the GM

.| system and claims that its com-

petitive position compels it to
raise work standards in its own
plants, Militant unionists have
pointed out time and again that
instead of bringing GM speed-
up into the Chrysler plants, the
relatively better working condi-
tions in the Chrysler plants
should be brought inte GM.

UNEQUAL CONTEST

The UAW'’s leadership has ex-
tended its one-at-a-time strategy

to the point where it now
proposes - that speed-up and
other problems which exist

throughout the entire auto in-
dustry are to be combatted on
a local union level. The pressure
from the ranks has forced the
International officials to allow
individual locals, like UAW 230,
to strike in an effort to change
management policies which are
formulated on a Corporation
and industry-wide level.

But unequal, contests of this
kind can lead to the dissipation
of the energy and militancy of
the workers in a series of inef-
fective and isolated actions
which cannot settle the speed-up
problem. Reuther’s answer to
rank-and-file protests against
speed-up at the reeént conven-
tion was: “If you want to strike
over speed-up, we'll give you au-

ternational is just as militant
as anyone else on this issue.”

JUST OFF THE PRESS
The Santana GCase

Tragedy of a
Puerto Rican Youth
By Joyce Cowley

(An American Youth for
Socialism Publication)

17 pages 10 cents

Order from:

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

has allowed

thorization and backing. The In-|w

With this demagogy the
Reuther administration is at-
tempting to idiviert attention
from the fact that the workers
want an effective industry-wide
struggle against speed-up and
not permission to blow off some
steam in isolated and often
costly actions. The action of
the workers throughout the
Chrysler system, which brought
about a favorable settlement of
the Maywood strike, shows that
token concessions by Reuther to
demands for a struggle against
speed-up will not be enough.

The militants in the UAW
must draw the lessons of Loeal
230’s strike. Local 230 could not.
make any progress, even on 4a
local level, until the other
Chrysler locals started to move
into ‘action, This proves the
need for a national UAW coun-
eil of production workers for
the purpose of preparing for an
industry-wide struggle against
speed-up and for better working
conditions in auto. Such a coun-
cil would put the union in a
stronger position to make some
real progress in the 1958
negotiations.

Chysler Plants
In Detroit Hit by
Twelve Walkouts

MAY 8 — The 23,000 workers
of the Chrysler Corporation in
the Detroit area today took a
strike vote. Expectations were
that the count would reveal an
overwhelming majority favoring
strike action.

The holding of a strike vote
is the culmination of a series of
job actions which off and on have
interrupted production since the
end of April. These rank-and-
file walkouts are, symptomatic
of the frayed tempers of the
Chrysler workers, who since the
reorganization of the company’s
production methods have been
subjected to an inhuman speed-
up. On top of the speed-up is
the fear of loss of jobs. The
company’s work standards re-
organization resulted in some
20,000 Chrysler workers losing
their jobs last year. Other job
threats are automation, decen-
tralization, i.e., runaway moves
from Detroit by the company,
and the replacing of the produc-
tion of certain parts by pur-
chase from outside suppliers.

The intermittent shutdowns of
Detroit Chrysler in the past
week have been over the last
two grievances listed above. On
May 2 the corporation dis-
.charged two shop stewards and
‘a committeeman for allegediy
interfering with attempts to
move dies and welding fixtures
out of the Detroit plant. In
protest 124 truck drivers stopped
work, Thereupon the company
laid off 40,500 employes. On
May 6 a crane operator at the
South Vernon plant refused to
load a die on a truck and walked
off the job. He was suspended
by the corporation and imme-
diately 400 workers put down
their tools. :

The union has declared griev-
ances against the company’s
moving of .equipment to a new
plant in Twinsburg, Ohio, with-
out giving the union assurance
that engineering and office
workers in '.the Detroit plant
who wish to move to Ohio will
be given their jobs. Also
demanded by the union is the
return of the manufacturing of
seat cushions and of die work
to the Detroit plants. Both
operations have been farmed out
by the corporation to suppliers.

In the midst of these laber
struggles the Chrysler Corpora-
tion made public its report for
the first quarter of 1957 — the
most profitable in its history.
Net corporate earnings were
327% higher than in 1956.

A Day Together

For Justice!

SOBELL BOAT RIDE
TO BEAR MOUNTAIN
Sunday, May 26
Roundtrip: Adults $2.50
Children $1.00

Tickets at: Morton Sobell
Committee
940 Broadway, N:Y.C.

Phone: AL 4-9983
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