Openly Oppose
Independent
Socialist Votes

‘By Herman Chauka

. A p(l)licy statement on the New YBrk elections by Ben
Davis and George Blake Charney, co-chairmen of the New
York State Communist Party was published in the Worker

Nov. 3. It aligns the Communist
Party with the cold-war, red-
baiting union bureaucrats of the
Liberal Party in support of
Tammany’s candidate, DMayor
Wagner. The main fire of the
statement is directed against the
Socialist Workers Party whose
candidates campaigned vigorous-
ly to popularize the need for a
labor party and a labor admin-
istration and to spread the mes-
sage of socialism.

UNITED DRIVE

Davis and Charney are spokes-
men for the Foster and Gates
wing of the CP leadership. Their
statement represents a united et-
fort by the OP tops to throttle
an apparently growing rank-and-
file opposition to the party’s “co-
alition” line of supporting cap-
italist candidates endorsed by
the Jabor bureaucracy. (The
statement takes issue with “the
argument for abstention in our
ranks,” that is, witn the attituae
of those who saw no real choice
between Wagner and <hristen-
berry.) At tne same time the
statement is a malicious attack
on independent raaicals who sup-
ported the Socialist Workers
ticket in this election.

After dismissing the Socialist

Labor Party as an electoral
choice because of ius hopeless
sectarianism, tne OF statement
says: ‘'“I'ne situatlon with re-

spect to the SWw is somewhat
aifferent, We must thke into ac-
count the position of a number
ol socialst-minaed 1noividua.s -
cluding tuthe eqltors ol tue Na-
tionay Guaraian tnat the Swr
provides tne only sociallsi aiter-
nauve 1n the eiections, and tnus
meriecs our support.”

The statement then presents a'
falsitied version oL Swl vViews
on “peaceful co-existence,” on the
“anu-monopoery coalition” and on
the ruling bpureaucracy in. lne
Soviet Union, (Neée answer 1o
the CP’s faisifications on this

-
2F

13,915 VOTES

JOYCE COWLEY, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for
New York Mayor polled 13,915
votes by unofficial count. In
1953 the SWP Mayoralty vote
was under 4,000,

Communist Party’s support to
Wagner. True, Wagner’s anti-la-
bor record has created such a
stench that the statement of sup-
port is couched in a hypoeritical
way,

WHAT IT ADDS UP TO

_Christenberry, we are in-
formed, is the main ehemy. To
abstain or vote for the SLP is
bad; to vote for the SWP far
worse; Wagner’s administration
has *“accomplishments which we

a big vote on the Liberal Party
line would be progressive. But,
the statement coyly adds, “We
neither endorse or take responsi-
bility for any candidate or party
in this Mayoralty election.” The
authors safely assume that any-
one of voting age will be able
to deduce from all this that the
Communist Party favors a vote

page.) This purported “analysis”
of the SWLP program conciudes
with a scurruous Draun-iype
smear: “A vote for the SWE 1s
a vote that objectively gives
some measure ¢OI support to
counter-revolutions. Some good
progressives do not take tlusj
sufnicientiy into account.”

After presenting the SWP and,
those who supporied its ticket as.
abetting  “counter - revolutions,”
Davis and Charney announce thel

for Wagner on the Liberal Par-
ty line.

A major justification offered
by Charney and Pavis for sup-
porting Wagner is that Christen-
berry “is a candidate of the
Daily News crowd and the Mec-
Carthyite dlement in New York.”
Overlooked is the fact that on

do not desire to minimize,” and|
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the fate of the second most

Zhukov, At the bidding of
Khrushchev he had been expelled
not only from the Communist
Party's Presidium, th e commit-4
tee at the very pinnacle of pow-
er in the USSR, but also from
the CP Central Committee.

This action was voted unani-
mously by the 133-member Cen-
tral Committee which is the up-
per crust of the whoie bureau-
cracy and in which there are nu-
merous generals and admirals.
Zhukov' was himself a member
and not only voted for his own
expulsion but made a speech
confessing his “errors” and
thanking the committee for mak-
ing them clear to him. The only
mitigation of sentence that Zhu-
kov's capitulation brought was
that he was not expelled from
the party itself. Tt -is expected
that shortly rank-and-file party

IN THIS ISSUE

What the Sputniks
Mean for Peace
And Socialism

Oct. 30 the Daily News en-
dorsed mot Christenberry but
Wagner. And the News was not

(Continued on page 4)

See Page 2

The attack against the Socialist Work-
ers Party by Ben Davis and George Blake
Charney in the Nov. 3 Worker demon-
strates that the leaders of the Communist

Party remain supporiers of

program developed by Stalin — a program
that has nothing in common with the
Marxism-Leninism to which they profess

adherence.

The key plank in this:program is the
co-existence
developed by Stalin and reiterated by
Khrushchev. According to Davis-Charney
“it is incompatible for people to oppose
the concept of peaceful co-existence and
yet profess to speak for socialism.”

informed that the
SWP’s rejection “of the idea that it is

‘concept of peaceful

We are further

possible to achieve a lasting
present world with

“disorienting and dangerous.’

The SWP has consistently

perialist war. Despite its political opposi-
tion to the Kremlin bureaucracy, it has
unreservedly denounced every act of U.S.
imperialist aggression against the Soviet
orbit. It opposed Truman’s police action in

imperialism”

CP’s Latest Smear of SWP

By Harry Ring

the political

Korea and demanded the withdrawal of
U.S. troops. It campaigns for recognition
to the People’s Republic of China and for
an end to the trade embargo against it.
It demands that the U.S. government im-
mediately cease all nuclear tests. It is a
partisan of the great Asian and African
national independence movements. Here

at home, it stands in opposition to the

as

Soviet Union

peace in the

is the Stalinist

opposed im-

ously hint,

the working

National Guardian Blasts
- GP Support of Wagner

In its column “Report to Readers,” the
Nov. 11 Nationa? Guardian says the follow-

ing about the Benjamin J.

and their call on progres_sives
Wagner on the Liberal line:

ing a glass jaw, at the facile

devil hates holy water.”

George Blake Charney attack on the SWP

“We marvel, as at a fancy boxer protect-

can anathematize a socialist campaign as
not advancing the cause of socialism; and
in the same combination can approve (par-
don: approve the approval of) a tailist
camprign which hates socialism like the

Davis and

to vote for
logiec which
perialism.”

Kremlin and

cold war and all its Big Business and
labor-bureaucratic proponents. The SWP
thus would have no basic quarrel with a
concept of ‘“‘co-existence” which simply
meant opposition to imperialism’s prepara-
tion for a Third World War against the

and the colonial peoples.

Siruggle for Peace

But the SWP doe§ differ sharply with

“co-existence” concept. This

obviously does not mean — the record
refutes the contention — that the SWP
is pro-war, as Charney and Davis malici-

Nor does it mean that it' thinks im-
perialist war

‘inevitable” in the sense that
people cannot prevent it. It

means that the SWP proceeds from the
historically tested Leninist premise that
the drive to war is lodged in the imperial-
ist system and that the struggle for peace
cannot be successfully divorced from the
revolutionary struggle for workers’ power
— that is, for socialism.

This is the heart of the difference with
the CP leadership. About the only factually
correct statement of SWP views in the
Davis-Charney article is that the SWP
regards the CP concept of co-existence “‘as
an abandonment of the fight against im-

The co-existence line pushed by the

supported by the CP leader-

ship is one of trying to get a “live and let

By George Lavan

NOV. 6 — After being kept in the dark for a week,
the Soviet people were finally informed by the Kremlin of

rulers, former Defense Minister 2

powerful figure among their

member Zhukov will, like the re-
cently-purged Molotov, Malenkov
and Kaganovich, be given a mi-
nor job in some remote part of
the USSR.

ANTI-ZHUKOV CAMPAIGN
The propaganda  campaign
against the former Defense Min-
ister has reached new heights.
Meetings to undermine Zhukov’s
position, which prior to the Cen-

held only in the armed forces,
haye now spread to all party
units in the USSR. Thousands
of telegrams from such meet-
ings. "unanimously” endorsing
Zhukov’s ouster are pouring into
Moscow. Khrushchev is employ-
ing dozens of the most impor-
tant "generals and admirals to
make public condemnations of
his vanquished opponent on po-
litical, personal and miiitary
grounds.

The denigration of Zhukov as
a muitary ngure went turthest
in a re-writing of tnhe history or
the military campaigns of
World War II by Marshal Ivan
S. Konev, Printed in full in
Pravda, this lengthy article be-
littles Zhukov’s record at the
battles of Stalingrad and Berhn,
couples him witn Stalin in re-
sponsibility for the UISSR’s de-
leats at the beginning or the
war, and portrays him as a con-
ceited and unscrupulous glory-
seeker,

Khrushchev’s victory over Zhu-
kov thus appears 1o be com-
plete. From the power struggle
in the topmost reaches of tne
bureaucracy which since Stalin’s
death has seen the successive
eiimination of Beria, Maienkov,
Molotov, Kaganovich and zhu-
kov, now Kirushchev emerges as
the single predominant rigure.
He is witihout visible challengers.
Does this mean that history is
about to repeat itself, that
Khrushchey is to be another Sta-
lin?

TREND TO ONE-MAN RULE

The inherent tendency of the
Soviet bureaueracy is, as Trot-
sky has pointed out, toward one-

tral Committee’s action had been|:

(Continued on page 2)

A Husky in Space

A Husky-type dog, like th
130 miles above the earth. It was not harmed by the state of
“dynamic _ weightlessness” .it occupied aloft for six minutes,
aceording. to the Russian navy newspaper, Soviet Fleet.

e one in Sputnik II in a rocket

S Million U

nemploye‘d

Forecast for 1958

Conservative business spokesmen are almost unani-
mous in their predictions that 1958 will be a year of “re-
cession” with at least five million unemployed.

At the fifth annual Confer-
ence on the Economie¢ Outlook
held Nov. 5 at the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor, profes-
sor Daniel B. Suits said that un-
employment will increase by two
million in 1958. Added to the
present figure of close to three
million, that would be seven per
cent of the nation’s work force.
(Any single area having over
six per cent unemployment is
presently classified as “eritical”
by the government.) Suits said
the increased
would stem .from a decline in
production, increased productiv-
ity, and an increase of 400,000
in the nation’s work force.

Aceording to the Oct. 31 New
York World-Telegram, “most ob-
servers” expect th¢ number of
jobless to reach four to 4.5 mil-
lion by February or March 1958.

JAcross the country, layoffs
are already rising sharply in air-
craft and textiles and particular-

unemployment

®
ly in primary metals and some
fabricated metal produets. In
New York, state unemployment
insurance claims are up 51,000
over last year. Jobless aircraft
workers are jamming unemploy-
ment offices on Long Island fol-
lowing  government
which idled 9,000 in the last few
weeks, Textile layoffs in New
Jersey affect “some who have
been working there 35 to 40
years and know mno other work,”
according to the Passaic Joint
i Board of the sTextile Workers
Union.

The estimate of five million
jobless for 1958 refers only to
those workers who will be reg-
istered with the state unemploy-
ment offices. The actual num-
ber of unemployed will be con-
siderably higher, even if next
year turns out to be no worse
than U.S. businessmen now ex-

cutbacks |

pect it to be.
L

“Buy Less” -- Eisenhower’s

%

Callously Tells People -

Answer on Rocketing Prices
Wil Nkt Kllllrusglchlgv? | ‘
nother Stalin?

To Resign Themselves to
Lower Living Standards

By Fred Halstead _
President Eisenhower has strongly implied that the
government expects the American workers to cut their
standard of living in the coming period. He was asked at

his  Oect.
how best the “American con-
sumer . . . particularly in the
field of the white collar worker”
could cope with the fact that the
cost of living has,risen for the
13th straight month. He replied
that “people should attempt to
purchase less.”

*As advice, this statement was
hardly necessary. The vast ma-
jority of American workers,
whose wages have not kept pace
with price rises and whose total
income is already required to
meet current bills, are being
forced to eut purchases. Bui as
a warning as to who is expected
to pay for announced increases
m armaments expenditures, the
President’s statement is packed
with meaning.

In spite of a continuing rise of
consumer  prices, - Eisenhower
himself admitted in the same
press conference that the na-
tional economy was “taking a
breather” as indicated by rising
unemployment and the failure of
business to pick up as much as
expected this fall. The economy,
said Eisenhower, “always seems
to be balanced between a
possibility of deflation and in-
flation.” This is another way of
saying that the alternatives are
another depression or vastly in-
creased armaments production
leading to World War IIIL

At present the economy is
teetering between these alter-
natives with the bad effects of
each already in evidence.

JOBLESS CLAIMS UP

“The present situation,” ac-
cording to a national economic
survey published in Seripps-
Howard newspapers Oct. 31, “is
being compared with 1948 and
1953 when declines in business
foreshadowed the mild recessions
of 1949 and 19563.” Overtime pay
“has virtually disappeared in
many areas,” the survey reveal-

ot
30 press conference,

EISENHOWER

ed, and unemployment claims,
which usually drop in October,
went up in the fall of this year
as they did in 1953. In addition,
the freight car loadings total—
a sensitive barometer of business
activity — is off 10% from %
year ago.

The already astronomical arms
budget is simply not enough:to
keep the economy going. While
warning, the workers to cope
with inflation by tightening their
belts, Eisenhower announced that
the $38 billion ceiling would be
exceeded this fiscal year. The
amounts presently assigned to.
be squandered on armaments
“are hut interim figures, step-
ping-stones, if you will, on the
road to very much larger appro-
priations and budgets for de-
fense,” said Assistant Secretary
of Navy, J. Sinclair Armstrong
in a speech Oct 30.

Meanwhile, Democratic House
floor chief McCormack (Mass.)
has told the Eisenhower Ad-
ministration that he will back-
any move to lift the legal na-
tional debt of $275 billion “to
whatever level is deemed essen-
tial to provide the country . . .
with the military measures that
are required.” .

By Myra Tanner Weiss

NOV. 6 — Just as it is dif-!
fieult to commit a crime and
leave no evidence, so it is dif-
ficul to construct a frame-up
that will stand up under close
scrutiny. The Rosenberg-Sobell
trial of 1951 is a case in point.
The Rosenbergs were executed
and Morton Sobell is spending
his eighth year in prison on a
30-year sentence on charges of
“conspiracy to commit espion-
age.” But the government is;
still trying to convince the world
the trial was just.

In order to do that, the Justice
Department has attempted to
patch up at least some of the
holes in its ease. But patchwork
coften only proves the shoddy
condition of the garment. And so
it is with the job done, Oct. 29,
in Look magazine with the help
of the FBI. .

HOW DID GOLD TRAVEL

There is only one “new” argu-
ment presented in this re-hash of
the story given by the prosecu-
tion witnesses at the trial. That
concerns the trip made by Harry
Gold from New Mexico to New

(Continued on page‘ 2)

York in 1945, Gold was supposed

to have obtained atomic skcrets
from Dr. Klaus Fuchs in Santa
Fe and from David Greenglass,
Kthel Rosenberg’s brother, in
Albuquerque.

At the trial in 1951 Gold was
asked: “En route to New York
did yon at any time inspect the
material which you had received
from Greenglass?

“A. Yes, I did, on the train
from Albuquerque to Chicago
and somewhere in Kansas, I be-

| lieve,”

John Wexley, author of the
book, “The Judgement of Julius
and KEthel Rosenberg,” checked
the train schedules from Al-
buquerque to New York and
found that Gold could not pos-
sibly have arrived in New York
at the time he claimed.

In April, 1956, an attempt to
answer Wexley’s charge was
made at a Senate hearing. Gold
was hauled .out of jail to tell the
Senators about Soviet espionage.
Robert Morris, Chief Counsel for
the International Security sub-
committee, asked him: “Did you
go by train or did you fly?

“Mr. Gold: I went by train.

“Mr. Morris: And when you
returned to New York, what did
you do with Jthe material ?

| “Mr. Gold: Wait, now. I've
got to get this straight. Some
| of these — you see, I was over
this about six years ago. The
l'events actually, happened eleven
| years ago, and there is a ten-
| dency to blur.

STILL NOT BY PLANE

“What I want to say now is
my present recollection. I want
to say, as I recall it now, it is
certainly not going to be an
exact duplication as far as the
minutest details go. I am trying
to think, how did I get out of
Santa Fe that particular time?
That particular time T went by
train. I hated waiting, but I
went back by train. I am trying
to remember. I remember why
I didn’t fly. I was running short
funds.”

This sudden memory difficulty
was not evident at the 1951 trial.
In all his testimony Gold men-
tioned not even one trip by piane,
though he told of bus trips and
train trips. And his testimony
was full of minor details.

Anyway the Senate hearing
would show that on this trip
from New Mexico, Gold’s memory
wasn’t so good and therefore
Wezxley’s charge couldn’t hold

water, The problem was “solved”
by the fact that human memory
is faulty.

However, the Justice Depart-
ment, either unaware of this
testimony in the spring of 1956,
or having forgotten it, found a
new answer to Wexley’s argu-
ment in the winter of 1956-57.
According to Look magazine
Benjamin F. Pollack, Justice De-
partment attorney, assigned to
prepare the new report took
“exactly three days to demolish
this point in the Wexley argnu-
ment.”

CONSISTENT STORY?

‘According to Look magazine,
Pollack visited Gold in prizon. He
was ‘“told by the ex-spy that he
traveled by train only from
Albuquerque to Chicago on ‘the
Santa Fe Railroad's California
Limited. From Chicago, said
Gold, he took a United Air Lines
plane to Washington ‘at about
9:30° and completed the ftrip to
New York by train, leaving
Washington late in the after-
noon. A check of the FBI files
confirmed to Pollack that this
was the same story Gold had told
on July 10, 1950, after he was
arrested.”

Look Tries to Bolster Frame-Up of Rosenbergs

This indeed is a weird man
with a weird memory. In 1951
he leaves the uncontradicted im~-
pression the trip was made by
train. In the spring of 1956, he
is in doubt about how he made
the trip, but is sure it wasn't
by air. In the winter of 1956-5T,
he remembers not only that he
flew, but on which airline, and
at approximately what time.

If this third account of the
trip was the first account after
Gold’s arrest, why was it not
pointed out to Gold at the trial
in 195617 And why wasn't the
correction made when Gold was
on the stand at the Senate hear-
ing in 19567 It has been con-
clusively proved that Gold ' was
an inveterate liar. But that :is
apparently not all. Is someone
prompting him or putting time-
tables in his mouth?

The Look magazine article was
meant to reassure people that
justice was done to the Rosen-
bergs and Sobell. For anyone
who has studied the record of
the  Rosenberg-Sobell case oh-
jectively, it will have the op-
posite effect. Unfortunately, the
voice of the Sobell defenders is .
not as loud as the voice of the
FBIL i




N.Y.Conference,
- 'Panels Set by
- American Forum

NIOV. 5 — A. J. Muste, chairman of the American Fo-
rum — For Socialist Education, announced yesterday that
a conference on “America’s Future in the Age of Automa-
tion and Atomic Energy” will be'®

ey
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held Sat.,, Dee. 7, at the Great
Northern Hotel, 118 W. 57 Street
in New York -City.

The conference will hear
speakers representing many dif-
ferent points of view. Prominent
writers journalists, scientists
will participate as well as repre-
sentatives of unions and work-
ing class political parties, includ-
Jng the Communist Party and
the Socialist Workers Party.

'"MUSTE TO PRESIDE

A. J. Muste will preside in the
opening session at 10:30 - A.M.
Two of the speakers will be
Carl Dreher, engineer and au-
thor, and Jack Cypin, writer.
The object of the opening ses-
sion is to pose some of the
problems that the conference wlil
discuss and to provide factual
material for the consideration of
participants,

At 11:30 AM, the conference
will move into three panels deal-
ing with youth, trade unions and
culture. Each panel will be com-
posed of about six persons cho-
sen to represent varying view-
points and for their knowledge
of the field. A moderator in each
panel will pose a series of ques-
tions to the participants, who
will comment briefly on them,
members of the audience will
be piven an opportunity to join
in : the discussion. .

‘Sidney Lens will moderate the
labor panel. Participants will be
iStephan Gratten, Sam Pollack,
Fred Fine, Tom Kerry, Bert
Cochran and Russ Nixon,

The panel on culture will be
moderated by Stringfellow Barr
John Dickinson and Harvey Swa-
dos will participate.

The youth panel will be mod-
erated by Sheldon Weeks. Tim
Wohlforth, Dave McReynolds,
Michael Harrington, Tony Rami-
rez, Ear]l Durham and Nina Lan-
dau will participate.

"+ These panels will seek the
widest participation of all those
in attendance and the presenta-
" tion of all points of view, wheth-

* The Scab-Herding
Texas Rangers

The type of strikebreaking
'tactics commonly used prior
to the 1930’s was again demon-
strated during the course of
‘a wildeat strike at the Lone
Star Steel Company in Lone

Star, Texas which began
‘Séptember 21 when an
estimated 2,500 workers in

the oil-pipe plant walked out
over grievances. Some 600
scabs were daily escorted
through a line of several
hundred pickets by Texas
‘Rangers and loeal cops who
patrolled the area, backed up
by two court orders obtained
by the company. Strikers were
charged with a bombing in
-the area of the United Steel
Workers union hall, and with
shootings and beatings. The
company fired all the strikers
on September 21 and has
‘since rehired about 600, cut-
ting off seniority rights.

A. J. MUSTE -

~
er or not these are represented
in the American Forum’s nation-
al committee. :

PANEL ON SOCIALISM
AND DEMOCRACY

The afternoon panels will be-
gin at 2:30 P.M. and will con-
clude at 5 P.M. One panel will
discuss “Socialism and Democra-
ev,” moderated bv Runsasgell John-
son. In this panel all questions
of the type of government in e
socialist societv, ag well as of
the problem of civil liberties in
the Soviet-orbit eountries .- will be
eonsidered. Speakers will he:
Murray Kemnton, Dave Dellin-
wer, Farrell Dobbs, Frederick L.
Schuman, John L. Lewine. Herb-
ert Aptheker and Steve Nelson.

The other afternoon panel will
discuss political action. Tt will
consider what action may be de-
sirable for the construction of
a demorratic sncialist movement
in the United States. This panel
will be moderated by Conrad
TLynn. Participants will be James
Aronson, Jovee Cowlev, Albert
Blumbere., Milton Zaslow and
Tyrell Wilson,

Mr. Muste will address the
elosing session from 5:00 to 5:30i
P.M. This will not be in the na-
ture of a statement of' congen-
eng since the American Forum
is “solely a project in discus-
sion and thinking together,” the
results of which each martici-
pant iz free to use in his own
way. Participants are not nec-
essarily affiliated with the
American Forum.

On Friday evening, Dec. 6, at
the Great Northern Hotel, the
American Forum—For Socialist
Education will give a reception
at which appreciation will be ex-
pressed to A. J. Muste for his
role in promoting “untrammeled
political discussion including
spokesmen of 21l points of view”
during the past two years.
‘Among those who will speak at
the Treception are: Roger N.
Baldwin; Russell Johnson of the
American Friends Service Com-
nmittee; Elizabeth Gurley Flynn;
Tim Wohlforth, editor of the
Young Socialist, and John T.
McManus, business manager of

Peace, Socialism a

By Art Preis

No one can fail to be im-
pressed by the Soviet firing of
two man-made ‘“moons” into full
orbit around the earth. The
second, launched Nov. 3, carried
the first live space traveller, a

small dog. There is even talk of |

a third rocket on its way to the
Moon. _

Peoples of more economically
backward countries, especially,
must see in this dramatic scien-
tific achievement a symbol of
the potentialities offered undev-
eloped lands by a non-profit, na-
tionalized, planned economy such
as enabled the Soviet "Union
to make an jmmense leap in just
40 years. Many workers in the
more developed countries will be
moved to view more warily the,
capitalist propaganda that a
non-profit economy is incapable
of the most advanced scientific
and technological feats.

NEW ARMS FEVER

The ruling U.S. capitalists, as
represented by their political
spokesmen and (press, have
responded to the Sputniks with
snarls of chagrin and frustra-
tion. They see in the latest ac-
complishments of Soviet sfient-
ists only a challenge to their
vaunted military superiority and
a4 brake, if only temporary, on
their drive toward imperialist
penetration of other lands and
war against the Soviet orbit.
Sputnik has inspired them only
to an intensified arms race,

The Soviet bureaucracy, as
represented by the Kremlin lead-
ers and their servitors of the
Communist Parties throughout
the world, for its part has been
quick to use the latest achieve-

ments of Soviet ‘science. to
bolster its own positions and
claims,

First of all, the Soviet rulers
and their echoes in the capital-
ist countries represent the
development of the long-range
missiles used to propel the Sput-
niks into outer space as a
definitive war preventive. The
imperialists, they insist, can be
forced into a position of per-
‘manent truce from fear of
Soviet “massive retaliation.”

KHRUSHCHEV'S ARGUMENT

Thus, Khrushchev’s first publie
pronouncement after the firing
of Sputnik I was to emphasize
its function as a demonstration
of military power and a deter-
rént to imperialist aggression.
He: said the rocket “is a terrible
and pitiless: weapon. We do not
want to misuse our superiority.
But . . . we are fiow entering
the period when fighters and
hombers will have to be confined
to museums. . Pravda, the
Kremlin’s chief newspaper, pro-
claimed that the TU.S. imperial-
ists now face *“the inexorable
necessity of peaceful coexistence,
cessation of the arms race, and
renunciation of their cold war
pelicy.” )

After the flight of Sputnik II
and ecoincident with the purge
of Marshall Zhukov, the Nov. 5
Daily Worker managed to wrap
both events into a neat bundle
in support of the thesis that
“different though they are . . .
both are trends in the direction
of peace.” :

In a previous article, “The
Sputnik and Disarmament” (the
Militant, Oct. 21), we demon-
strated that the concept that im-
perialist capitalism will peace-
fully tolerate for .any long period
the existence of a competing non-
capitalist group of countries,

the National Guardian.

violates the entire = Marxist-

N
SOUTHPOLE \_! )

The black line indigates the orbit of the Soviet space satellite
launched Oct. 4 (Sputnik I). The white line indicates the expected
orbit of a U.S. satellite to be launched next year, which is
similar to the orbit actually traveled by Sputnik II, launched
Nov. 3.
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Leninist concept of the nature
of imperialism and the cause
and cure of war in a dominantly
capitalist world.

We cited Lenin in particular
to show that imperialism is a
stage in the development of
capitalism the stage of
monopolies and finance ecapital
which was already reached be-
fore the first world war. We
quoted Lenin’s arguments against
Kautsky’s idea that imperialist
poliaies and war are a mere
matter of personal choice with
the imiperialist powers a
choice they can change at will.
Lenin scored the misleading
notion that imperialist countries
can follow non-imperialist aims
and policies and thereby prevent
war.

This does not rule out tem-
porary deals-between the Soviet
Union and the capitalist powers
— particularly if the Kremlin
bureaueracy uses its good of-
fices, through its political allies
in  other countries, to muffle
the workers’ struggles for so-
cialism. Indeed such a quid pro
quo is being offered the U.S.
rulers in return for a deal. Alex
Bittelman’s series last month in
the Daily Worker spelled out
the sordid terms of betrayal. He
wrote on Oct. 8: ;

“The flull establishment and

period of peaceful co-existence
and competition does not call for
the. abolition of capitalism in the
U.S. What it does call for is a
consistent struggle by the Amer-
ican people to keep the mo-
nopolies in check. . . To use the
scientific terminclogy of Marx-
ism-Leninism, the social and
political nature of this struggle
will be generally democratic, not
socialist.”

Nothing in Marx or Lenin
proclaims the possibility of
keeping the mongpolies “in

check’ except the class struggle
for socialism and the elimination
of the profit system on a world-
wide scale. Certainly, those
great social revolutionists would
have had nothing but burning
contempt for Bittelman’s con-
tention that it is possible to

compel the most powerful im-
perialist force ever known, U.S.

consclidation of the emerging|

capitalism, to follow “a course

of non-imperialism . and non-ag-
gression abroad and a course of
democracy and people’s welfare
at home.” Even Kautsky never
expressed his Kautskyism in
such bald terms.

REPEAT U.S. ERROR

The Stalinist press even goes
to the extent of proclaiming the
“absolute superiority” of Soviet
military power and implying that
U.S. capitalism and world im-
perialism are now hopelessly
outstripped and eannot duplicate,
let alone surpass, the latest
Soviet scientific feats. This is
tc repeat, in reverse, the think-
ing of the capitalists about the
Soviet Union. They deluded them-
selves into believing that the
Soviet Union, because it did not
follow the profit motive, could

never meet or surpass the
scientific  accomplishments of
capitalism and derided the

Soviet development of nuclear
weapons as the mere work of
“spies.” .
Both U.S. and Soviet science
are bzsed upon the findings of
world science, Scientists from
Germany, Italy, France, Den-
mark, England and other coun-
tries laid the basis for the
development of atomic fission
and fusion. This enabled both
the U.S. and USSR to solve the
problem of atomic power.
Similarly, German  scientists
who had worked for the Nazis
and developed the V-1 and V-2
rockets played and are playing
a vital role in the field of
rocket power for both contend-
ing countries today. Indeed, the
present superior productivity of
American indtistry might well
argue that once the TU.S. per-
fects its own rockets and
“moon,” they will begin to efface
the stars and carry neon ad-
vertising signs, to boot.
The ' same thinking that attri-
butes unbeatable superiority in
the military sphere to Russian
science by virtue of the “first”
in Sputnik, likewise finds in the
Sputniks “proof” of the super-
iority of the Soviet economie
system, not simply as a potential,
but as a fact today. Thus, on the

@®40th anniversary of the Russian
wRevolution, Radio Moscow boast-

ed: “What other government in
the world can provide as well for
its people?”

MARXIST CRITERIA

What is the real criterion for
social progress? Is it to be first
in some outstanding scientific
field, particularly armaments?
By that criterion, Nazi Germany
would have stood for the summit
of human progress in Hitler's
heyday. The U.S. of the “firsts”
in A-bomb atrocities and pollu-
tion of the atmosphere with H-
bomb radiations would be the
supreme embodiment of man’s
aspirations,

In the epoch of the transition
from capitalism to socialism
Marxists measure social pro-
gress by the productivity of
labor, by the degree of social
and economie equality, and by
the disappearance of the oppres-
sion of man by man. By com-
parison-with Russian capitalism
under Czarism, the Soviet eco-
nomy has made titanic strides
despite the draw-backs of a
parasitie, voracious bureaucracy
and the restrictions of an isolated
backward country largely cut off
from wérld economy. We can say
that if the Russian workers took
democratic control of the Soviet
Union and if the workers of
advanced countries like the U.S.
established a socialist society in
cooperation with the Soviet
workers, the Soviet Union and
all nations would speedily sur-
pass the highest levels of e¢apital-
ism, both in standards of living
and social and economic equality.

But Soviet production and
labor productivity remain far
below that of the U.S. For in-
stance, the USSR has but a tenth
of U.S. railway lines, an even
smaller percentage of hard-sur-
faced roads. In the sphere of
living standards for the great
majority, the Soviet Union still
remains far below the U.S. The
former counts its autos in the
hundreds of thousands, the latter
in scores of millions. From cloth-
ing and shoes, to radios, TV's
and refrigerators, the Soviet
Union is immeasurably below the

Only last year, the USSR reduced
its work-week from 48 to 46
hours and boosted its minimum
wage to about $48 for a work-
month of 200 hours, compared
to the T.S. minimum of $176 for
176 hours.

To conceal or deny the gross
social and economie inequality,
the extremely [low  general
standard of living in the Soviet
Union and the oppressive bureaun-
cratic regime is to do the cause
of socialism a great disservice.
We must noti let the flash of the
Sputniks in the sky blind us to

earth. For the Soviet workers,
the task remains the political
revolution against the reactionary
bureaucracy. For the workers
everywhere under capitalism, the
fight for security, equality and
peace remains the struggle for a
socialist society.

We l}pologize

The review of Leon Trotsky’s
History of the Russian Revolu-
tion in last week’s issue of the
Militant was by Bert Deck. This
byline was inadvertently omit-
ted. — Editor.

eve of the celebration of the

© ...CP’S LATEST SMEAR AGAINST SWP

(Continued from page 1)

live” deal with the capitalist world. And
recognizing that any deals presupposes a
price, the effort to win “friendship” pacts
with the ruling capitalist class of one or

another country is based on

34 class-struggle obposition to them.
For example, during both the Indo-
Chinese and present Algerian wars for

liberation, Communist Party

the French Assembly voted war credits to
the government, Another example — At
the recent British CP convention, the ledd-
ers showed what good “Britishers” they
were by defeating a resolution calling for
unconditional independence for all sec-
tions of the British empire.
trayals of the anti-imperialist struggles

of the colonial peoples were

in pursuit of “peaceful co-existence” pacts

with imperialism.

- Here in the U.S., the CP co-existence line

currently expresses itself in

monopoly coalition” whose projected aim
is"to guarantee peaceful co-existence with
the USSR. This will be done, we are told,
by building a multiclass coalition embrac-
ing even “sections of the non-monopoly

bourgeoisie.” Obviously such
precludes

. : f
. T 3 %

an anticcapitalist
That’s why the CP leaders are beating the
drum for support to the reformist trade
union bureaucracy and to its policy of
keeping the workers tied to capitalist
politics through the vehicle of the Demo-

abandoning

Such a party,

deputies ‘in
gro people and

These be-
perpetrated
policy by the

the “Anti-

Stalin’s heirs

a coalition
program.
of the regime.

ests are served

cratic Party. Yet with out a blush, Char-
ney and Davis accuse the SWP of “die-
hard opposition” to a labor-led coalition.

The fact is that the SWP has consistent-
ly pushed for a genuine labor-led coalition.
It advocates formation of a labor party
based on class-struggle opposition to the
twin cold-war parties of the monopolists.

liance with the organizations of the Ne-

fective battle against the reactionary do-
mestic and foreign policies of the Big Busi-
ness parties and in the process win the
allegiance of decisive sections of the badly
squeezed middle class.

Still Apologizing Blindly

The rejection of such a class-struggle

their continuing ideological subservience
to the Kremlin bureaucracy whose op-
pressive rule as a privileged caste in the
Soviet Union, the “peaceful coexistence”
line is designed to serve. The extent to
which they remain blind apologists for

of the Charney-David attack on the SWP’s
opposition to these bureaucrats:
“They [the SWP] advocate overthrow

cialist, concerned about questions of demo-
cracy in the USSR, reconcile such a posi-
tion with his socialist faith. Whose inter-

built by the unions in al-

small farmers, could do ef-

CP leaders springs from

is indicated by the fury

How can any honest so-

by such a position?”

-

But the real question is: How can any
socialist concerned about democracy in
the USSR reconcile his socialist faith with
support to the Khrushchev regime? This
question has been posed for every parti-
san of the USSR in crucial form since the

20th Corigress.

It is a year and ten months since
Khrushchev catalogued to the 20th Con-
gress some of the foul crimes of Stalin
and pledged basic reforms, Since then the
Hungarian revolution for national inde-
pendence and socialist democracy was
drowned in blood. In the Soviet Union,

the Jewish people are still
rights as

a national minority,
Khrushchev — the head of a workers
state — regales correspondents with a
chauvinistic joke about “a little Jew.” The
iron restrictions on freedom of artistic
expression — eased after the 20th Con-
gress — have been almost completely re-
established. And most decisive, the So-
viet workers still endure privations while
a parasitic bureaucracy appropriates the
lion’s share of the good things in life
and denies them any political voice.
The present political situation in the So-
viet Union is the first stage in a profound
new.development., For many years a weak
and isolated Soviet working class suf-
fered the smashing of the workers’ demo-
cracy they established under Lenin. To-
day an advanced, self-confident working
class is growing restive and beginning to

wider circles

denied their
while

lution,

it !

push for some of its rights. We believe
that this developing mood of the Soviet
workers will inevitably culminate in a
working-class political revolution which
will end the power of the dictatorial caste
and re-establish Soviet democracy based
upon the present nationalized property
forms. This trend of development is being
recognized and discussed today by ever

of the radical movement.

The Soviet Workers

The SWP holds that a successful politi-
cal revolution led by the Soviet workers
will give undreamed-of new impetus to
the Soviet economy and will make the
USSR the great beacon for the world
working class that it was before the
crimes of Stalinism alienated millions of
workers from it.

“Whose interests are served by such a
position?” ask Davis and Charney. We
reply: The same interests that are served
when militant unionists band together to
drive racketeering bureaucrats from power
and re-establish internal democracy and
militant policies in their union.

The analogy applies a hundred fold to
the giant Soviet working class that stands
on the tradtion of the 1917 revolution
and has no intention of giving up the na-
tionalized property created

by that revo-

per capita output of the U.S.|.

the real conditions on the Soviet

| of the small Soviet working class

nd Soviet Sputniks

An Opinion

on Sputnik

(The following is a letter to

the Militant from a Detroit
‘orker. — Ed.)

There are several implications
to be drawn from the launch-
ing of the Soviet Sputnik., The
announcement by the Soviet
Union that they possess a long-
range ballistic missile capable of
carrying the ‘atomic warhead
must now be accepted as a con-
crete fact. The military mean
ing of the long-range missile
sent a cold shock down the backs
of the chief imperizlists and
their chief agents, because all
the airfields and military bases
that the TUnited States had so
carefully built -around the So-
viet Union are now targets for
the long-range missile, Further-
more, these target areas cannot
he defended. They are nmow ob-
solete. Military bases and air-
strips ecannot be concealed or
camouflaged, for their locations
are already known. But rocket
launchers are small; they can be
concealed and camouflaged.

These hard, cold military facts
inevitably will penetrate into the
military alliances which the U.S.
has, at very high cost, built up
for an attack against the So-
viet Union and other liberation
movements. One can now predict
that eracks will appear within
the NATO structure, ecracks
which will deepen, widen, and
then split NATO.

The ‘Soviet Union is no longer
a weak, isolated state. The
launching of Sputnik signalizes
the military superiority of the
Soviets over the combined im-
perialists of the world, This su-
periority is no sudden climax of
a  mere isolated, spectacular
achievement in just one field of
novelty. The Sputnik was pre-
ceded by the atom bomb, by the
rapid development of the hydro-
gen bomb, by the mass develop-
ment of a first-rate air foree,
by a capable submarine force
outnumbering all competitors and

challenging the supremacy of the

Atlantic fleet of the TUnited
States.

Herein lies the essence of the
world bourgeoisie’s fear. They
are being outproduced! The bour-
geoisie is being outproduced in
the field they have always con-
sidered as most vital—the mili-
tary field, (Consternation sur-
rounds them. How can any other
country - outproduce America?®
The capitalist press repeated
upon every occasion, “Socialism
can't work. There, is no initia-
tive under Socialism, ‘ete., ete.”
How then, can the 'Soviets sur-
pass the TU.S. in the military
field? What has happened?
“One reason given is that there
has been too much overlapping
of research and program. Too
much duplicity, too much rival-
ry. Duplicity and rivalry, how-
ever, are just other words for
competition, and didn’t the bour-
geoisie teach ‘that competition is
what made this country great.
But the essence of competition
is now cited as one of the rea-
sons for America’s lag.

Another reason advanced to
explain why the long-range mis-
sile was not developed is that
a central authority is lacking.
Lack of centralization, lack of
coordination causéd waste, dupli-
cation and the lack of maximum
direction an d experience. What
this really means, however, is
that there is a lack of planning,
but planning is reminiscent of
“creeping socialism.” And any
taint of Socialism will never do.
Ask any of the Senators.

Here is the fundamental ques-
tion underlying those polemies:
“Is the Socialist method of pro-
duction superior to the capitalist
method?” It is the question that
haunts the keepers of the capi-
talist system, and the liberals
who pretend intellectual know-
how and wherewith. But there
will be many who will take a
second look at this whole busi-

by the building of a mnaval fleet.

ness.

(Continued from page 1)

rule. An usurping caste
formation, the bureaucracy must
present a strongly wunited front
against the workers whom they
have expropriated politically, A
pillaging caste, the bureaucracv
must conceal the facts about its
misrule and its seandalovsly dis-
nroportionate share of the na-
tienal income. Tt cannet rule hv
some sort of bureaucratic par-
liament masnueradine ag the rnle
of the. workers hecause public
knowledge of its inner divisinng
wonld make it appear vulnerahle
in the workers’' eves and nnblic
knowledge of the faects and is-
sues over which the divisions
took place would emholden and
imnel the masses to intervention.

Thus government by the bu-
reaucracy must be earried on
above the heads and out of view
of the masses. Yet the soecial
contradictions and tensions that
exist in the TISSR. desnite po-
litieal repression, find distorted
but acute exnression in conflicts
within the bureaucracy
There must be some method of
resolving these confliets. The
most sunitable method, the one
that puts the bureaueracy in the
strongest vposture arainst the
masses is the single dictator. As
super-arhiter, as Trotsky called
him, he settles confliets between
the wvarioug factions of the bu-
reaucracy without exhausting
and dangerous struggles. As
guardian of the whole caste he
wields its total power in one
fist that can be used against
the workers. This was the role
that ‘Stalin played.

MAKESHIFT

The much-touted ‘“collective
leadership” which succeeded Sta-
lin has proven to be but =a
makeshift—a mutual non-aggres-
sion paet between the leaders
of the various wings of the bu-
reaucracy. As with most non-
aggression pacts, it has been
more honored in the breach than
in the observance as the st®ady
purging of the original leader-
ship testifies. .

Khrushchev’s triumph in the
power struggle over his co-lead-
ergs of yesterday thus represents
a unification of command within
the bureaucracy and thereby a
stabilization. But this does not
mean that he will be a second
Stalin.

The stabilization 1§ conjunc-
tural and temporary. Neither
those conditions in the Soviet
Union nor on the world arena
which made possible the rise of
Stalin now exist. Tndeed today’s
conditions are the very opposite
and make it impossible for even
a pale copy of Stalin long to
survive.

Stalin was the product of the
descending spiral of the com-
munist movement whose impel-
ling factors were the exhaustion

man

.. . Another Stalin?

]in the 1920’s and the defeats of

the working eclass abroad., This
enabled hih and the bureaucra-
cy he represented to intensify
repression and terror at home
and political betrayal abroad.
The spiral ran its downward
course for two decades.

THREAT OF EXPLOSION

But despite the terrible re-
pressions and bureaucratic mis-
management, the mnationalized
and planmed economy in the
USSR me=nt the steadvy nu-

! eonfidence by

st
IAS‘ia and Afriea, it was no long-

itself.|

merical and enltural erowth of
the workine class, Given self-
itz vietorv over
the Nazi war marhine. its isola-
tion broken by the addition of
East Eurove to the Soviet
orbit. by the Chinese Revolution,
and by develoning anti-imperial-
revolutions elsewhere in

er the cowed proletariat of the
pre-war epoch, The rule by re-
pression and purge now threat-
ened to bring about the verv op-
posite of ite intent—an exvlosion
of the masses against the re-

gime.
Tt is this danger from the So-
viet masses, expressed in a

mood so intense that the thick-
est-skinned bureaucrat can sense
it. It was'the meed to placate
this mood that . led the bureau-
eracy to attempt to dirassociate
itself from Stalin at the 20th
Coneress and to forswear his
methods, Tt is the pressure of
these masses throughout the So-
viet orbit that has brought
about those concessions and re-
forms announced to date. It is
this pressure that burst its
bonds in the East-German up-
rising, in the strikes at Vor-
kuta and other Soviet slave-la-
bor camps, in Poznan, Warsaw
and Budapest.

The Soviet  bureaucracy has
been able to achieve a tempora-
ry resolution of its inner con-
flicts on a relatively level
stretch of the ascending revolu-
tionary spiral. This level stretch
is the temporary arrest or re-
tarding of the masses as a re-
sult of. the smashing of the
Hungarian reyolution. But those
who imagine ‘that the blood bath
in Hungary has reversed the
process are totally mistaken, The
very haste with which Khrush-
chev had to move in the inmer-
bureaucratic power struggle was
dictated by the danger that a
little later the masses might in-
tervene either at the invitation
of the “adventurist” Zhukov, or
completely uninvited.
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From the Discredited Past

Like a voice from the past, the Sunday,
Nov. 3, issue of the Worker called to mind
several decades of frame-ups, slander and
calumny. In those days the Socialist Work-
ers Party was accused by Stalin of being
“counter-revolutionary” and “fascist.” The
Communist Party in this country echoed
every slander with the zeal of lieutenants
anxious to prove their worth.

After publication of the “secret” revela-
tions of Khrushchev in 1956 the Daily
Worker grew somewhat contrite. In an
editorial on June 7, 1956, there appeared
the now-famous apology: “We were wholly
ignorant that these crimes [of Stalin] had
been committed, yet there was reputable
evidence 'had we but listened. How then
explain our consistent denunciation of
many people as ‘enemies’ of the working
class because they condemned these
crimes? We were wrohg, terribly
wrong. . . What was unforgivable and
inexcusable was the manner in which we
passed judgment — harsh and sometimes
vindictive in tone — on many of our fellow
Americans based solely on their criticism
of the Stalin rule.”

That was one mood. Today another is

- evident. We read in the Worker, Nov. 3,
in an article signed by Benjamin J, Davls
and George B. Charney, “A vote for the
SWP is a vote that objectively gives some
measure of support to counter-revolu-

tlon.” .
Perhaps there is some distance between
calling one’s working-class opponents

“fascist mad-dogs” and using the more
cautious formulation that Trotskyists
“objectively” give “some measure” of

support to counter-revolution., But is
cautious slander all that the apologies of
1956 have yielded?

The Daily Worker may consider the
SWP election campaign “ineffective.” Our
candidates were not elected. The Daily
Worker told its readers to vote for Wagner
and the majority of New Yorkers did
vote for Wagner.

Our campaign for working-class and
socialist candidates can be considered
effective only if one has the perspective
of educating voters about socialism. In
thig sense, we believe the SWP electoral
activity was extremely effective. We be-
lieve it. succeeded in breaking down a
great many misconceptions purposely
developed by the scapitalist opponents of
socialism.

Davis and Charney do mot charge the
SWP alone of “objectively” giving “sup-
port to counter-revolution.” Vincent Hal-
linan, former Progressive Party presiden-
tial candidate and the Niational Guardian
editors must also be guilty of this crime,
Both urged support of the SWP candi-
dates.

To say that a campaign for socialism in
any way ‘“objectively” supports counter-
revolution and to use the perfidious
reasoning employed by Charney and
Davis is to substitute vindictiveness, mis-
representation and slander — the old
Stalinist techniques — for open and
honest argumentation. We believe the
radical movement in America, including
the CP ranks, has had its bellyful of
Stalinist-type polemics.

A Vital Right Attacked

The right of trade unions to engage in
political activity is under attack in the
current trial of the United Automobile
Workers on charges that the UAW’s tele-
vision program violated the Federal Cor-
rupt Practices Act. That act -states that
it is illegal for “unions or corporations”
to give financial backing to candidates in
Federal elections.

As fat as corporations are concerned,
the law is a complete farce. Corporations
dictate the political policies of all the
major propaganda media in the country
by direct ownership or the money they
spend on advertising, Corporation ex-
ecutives and big stockholders completely
control both the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties, in large part through the
huge financial contributions they make
“as individuals” and that they “advise”
their employes to make “as individuals.”

‘In the Detroit trial, the government is
attempting to punish the UAW for taking
up political questions during election time
on its regular year-round televmlon show
“Meet the UAW.”

The right of labor unions to engage in
political activity must be defended, not
only on the grounds of the defense of
civil liberties, but also because working
people cannot solve their problems without
organizing for political action. We disa-
gree with the way the UAW officialdom
exercises that right — it helps keep the
unions chained to Big Business politicians
primarily in the Democratic Party. But
precisely because we recognize the need
for the unions to run their own inde-
pendent candidates for office and to build
a labor party, we wish to underscore the
danger involved in the present attack on
the UAW’s TV program.

A Convenient Out

The long silerice of Senator Fulbright,
Arkansas Democrat, on the world-shaking
events in Little Rock, in his home state,
has been broken at last. On Nov. 2 he ex-
pressed the fear that Congress might be-
come “practically immobilized” over new
civil rights quarrels in its next session.

“We have some vastly more important
things to do than to spend our time
wrangling over civil rights — including

. catching up with the Russians’ sputnik
and their missile development * said Ful-
bright,.

The Democratic Senator must have
sighed with relief when the Sputnik sailed
into space and diverted attention from
the crimes his colleagues in Arkansas
were committing against nine heroic
youth.. And now Fulbright would use the

Sputnik to bar the door to effective civil
rights legislation.

Could it be that Fulbright is anxious
to get to the moon first so that he .can
plant a Southern sign “for whites

only”? )

The Daily Worker on Zhukov .

Evidence continues to mount that the
Ieadershlp of the American Communist
Party is choking off free discussion within
the party and abandoning any pretense of
theoretical independence from the Krem-
lin, Its masquerade was required because
of the revolt against thought control in'
the party following the revelations about

. Stalin. But the CP leaders never liked it
and now that they have the party back
in control they are forcing it back into
the pre-20th Congress mold.

The abject acceptance and hosannah-
shouting in praise of the Kremlin’s actions
were illustrated in the Daily Worker
editorial hailing the purge of Marshal
+ Zhukov. This, cry the editors, was an
“action for peace.” It is to be noted that
in its first news article (Oct. 28) on the
Zhukov affair, the DW inclined to the
belief that he was going to be moved up
in the Kremlin hierarchy, possibly to the
premiership, rather than down. The head-
line then was “Zhukov Shift Seen Part of
Soviet Peace Aim.”
~Thus by the DW’s “interpretation”
either Zhukov’s promotion or demotion

was an “act for peace.” Behmd this lies
the basic rule that whatever the Kremlin
does is automatically right and must be
sold to the American workers. Had Zhukov
triumphed in the power fight and purged
Khrushchev, the DW would, of course,
have faithfully Tailed the outcome and
explained it editorially as an “action for
peace.” In the interests of economy the
DW might do well to save the lead of its
editorial against the chance that Zhukov
subsequently makes a come-back. Then it
could be run again simply transposing
the names so that Zhukov appears where
Khrushchev is, and vice versa.

Like the American CP leaders, Togliatti
was at first unsure whether Zhukov was
going up or down. This caused the Italian
CP the same embarrassment as the DW.
One Italian newspaper commented: “To-
gliatti unlike Tito doesn’t have lumbago.
He is going to Moscow. All Kremlin bosses
are OK with him: Stalin, Malenkov,
Khrushchev, and Zhukov, all as long as
they are in power.” By some coincidence
this would seem to apply to the American
CP leaders.

[We publish below, for the in-
formation of Militant readers,
excerpts from “The Writer and
the Commissar” by Howard F#st,
prominent novelist who resigned
from the ' American Communist
Party last winter. This article
will appear in a new magazine,
Prospectus, scheduled for pub-
lication this week. An abridged
version appeared in the Nov. 2
issue of Peter Fryer’s Newslet-
ter, from which the following
excerpts are taken. — Ed.]

Along the way I will, inevita-
bly, be asked: Where am I go-
ing? ‘Thousands have already
asked. For it is, T think a char-
acteristic of men of good will to
see our brief time on earth as
a passage—wherefore the desti-
nation assumes supreme import-
ance. Yet even when the destina-
tion becomes a faith akin nearly
to certainty, there are those who
see it as secondary to the par-
ticular roads leading to it.
For me, the destination has re-
mained unchanged—total broth-
erhood of man, a world-wide en-
tity of love and creativity, in
which life is neither wasted nor
despised. . -

For many of us, the road to
this goal was the Communist
Party, and in all too many of
us the road became primary to
the destination. In time, the road
became sacred, whereas the des-
tination blurred with increasing
unreality.

Tn what follows, I shall reveal
something of the particular ex-
perience of a writer within the
Communist Party of the United
States, and also as a part of
the world communist movement.

NOT BITTER’

This is not.a record of disillu-
sionment, for a broadening of
knowledge and deepening of ex-
perience must be the very op-
posite of disenchantment.

Nor am I bitter. If so many
others, have paid a considerable
price for certain knowledge, no
knowledge comes cheaply and
others have paid in larger sums.
T have not turned “anti-com-

. HOWARD FAST .

communism,” as we know it in
America, is as fraudulent as
“anti-Sovietism” is dangerous.

O

There is an addendum to the
above, almost in the way of a
footnote, yet a little more than
that. It concerns a moment of
bitter decision, the moment
when I ceased to be a commu-
nist, and turns upon a pledge
not to remain silent when I know
I must speak.

I will speak to the harm of no
man and name no man ever, if
naming him confronts him, in
his turn, with injustice. But
when men coast on the awful
tides of histdry, they must be
spoken of. :

The story of this moment of
bitter decision is the story of
such a man, but I cannot name
him, for jt wouwld bring death to
him. T will therefore never iden-
tify him, or even the country he
represented, and you must take
the story .on my word.

He will know that the story is
true, and others will recognize
the genre. I call him the diplo-
mat.

munist,” for I believe that “anti-

I left the Communist Party in

World

Events

GE' "Concern

Editor:

In the Oect. 11 issue of Gen-
eral Electric News “published in
the interests of its employees,”
GE gave its whole front page
over to a thing against the 32-
hour week at 40 hours pay. They
had a cartoon on there, too—a
bewildered guy opening a pack-
age and two eyes peeping out.
The caption said, “Wrapped like
a gift—but it will bite!” It
goes on to say, “Better get the

lid back on that attractively
wrapped package before the
monster leaps out and starts

taking his bite” and “Inflation,
less goods and services.”
Kinda makes wyou feel sorry
for these poor bosses, Only a
meager profit like 209% and
salaries of $50,000 to $100,000 a
year plus so-called ‘“business
expenses.” They feel so much
concern over the welfare of
their employes! After all, they
have to “protect the jobs of the
great majority of people unaf-
fected by layoffs,” as the GE
News says—that is, of those
who weren't laid off when GE
decided to move their refrigera-
tor plant to Dixieland (the
land of the KKK, White Citi-
zens Councils and anti- union
conditions.)

There is only one thing they
“forgot” to mention and that is
that inflation is actually an ef-
fect of the parasitic system
they wallow in— capitalism.
(Now imagine them forgetting
a thing like that. T'll bet you
it isn’t too hard for them.)

B. G.
Erie, Pa.

On China Report .

Editor:
I read with great interest the
report on students in China,

published in your issue of Oct.
7. The report is important for
a number of reasons. Firstly, it
confirms the fact of what it
describes as “the democratic
and socialist revolution in Chi-
na” which has advanced “Chi-
nese society by a giant’s step.”
That is, it confirms the class
character of the state as a
workers’ state—located between
capitalism and socialism. See-
ondly, it grasps the reality of
bureaucracy which is clearly the
principal obstacle to further
progress of the Chinese Revo-
lution, Thirdly, it effectively
deals with the crop of Maoists
who have been bowled over by
the now famous speech “On the
correct handling of contradic-
tions among the people”” Like
the historic Khrushchev 20th
Congress speech which was her-
alded by the fellow-travelers as
evidence of a genuine turn of

toward Thistorical truth
and rectification, Mao’s speech’
has been seized upon by the
Stalinists to bolster up the last
remaining illusions that the
faithful may still retain in Sta-
linism.

What is as yet lacking from
reports coming from China is

ism,

February, 1957. Earlier, in June,
1956, 1 wrote in the Daily Work-
er a bitter denunciation of . the
lack of ecivil rights and liberties
in the Soviet Union. -

TALKS WITH DIPLOMATS

Between the appearance of

that denunciation and the public
announcement of my .leaving the
party, a mnumber of diplomats
and newspapermen from the
“satellite nations” sought me out.
Some were very high-placed per-
sons in the foreign service of
their countries; others not so
high-placed.
. Because of my past reputation,
and the fact that, as a part of
the communist movement, I had
openly ranged myself against
the Stalinist forces in the Com-
munist Party of the United
States, they felt free to talk to
me.

They spread before my already
tortured eyes such a picture of
terror, injustice, and sheer night-
mare as to make a Khrushchev
“secret” gpeech seem but a mod-
erate outline of a never-to-be-
itemized totality.

They talked coldly, they talked
with ‘passion, they talked with
hatred. Some wept as they
talked. Some relived. the agony
of cherished comrades murdered
by the Soviet secret police, of
nien tortured and beaten, of oth-
ers robbed of every sense of
their own human quality.

Some cried out, in strangely
similar words, “We have learned
how to wait. My land will not
be another Hungary.” Others
said, “We will wait and wait.
History has a way of being
truthful.”

But one spoke quietly, never
raising hig voice, spoke over a
luncheon table, in the quiet sim-
ple tones one uses discussing the
weather. So quiet and simple
that there was never room for
doubt,

He spoke of the pall of fear
over his land, of the enshrine-
ment of ignorance, of the punish-
ment meted out to those who
dared to disagreé or offer a
fresh opinion.

LIFE OF BUREAUCRATS

" He told how the communist
leaders who ruled his country
lived, of their sleek black limou-
sines, servants, country homes,
and bejeweled wives, of their
mistresses and their passions.
He talked about the crumb
that belonged to the people, and,
because he was a Jew, he talked
about anti-Semitism, Most hor-
rifying of all, he spoke of this
hatred of Jews as something I
was familiar with, both long and
well.

When T explained, that T knew

the extent to which the bureau-
cracy has emerged as a caste
on the Russian model. Faects
and figures which Trotsky
miade available in such books
as The Revolution Betrayed
gives the reader a full view of
the workings of the bureaucra-
¢y not only. politically, but as
a gocial caste. It is important
that a further selection of re-
ports from China be published
whieh will at least provide the
skeleton for a comprehensive
survey of Chinese society along
the lines which Trotsky worked
on in his book, The Revolution
Betrayed.

E. 8. H.

London, England

Ohio Civil Rights

Editor:

The followine letter was sent
to me by a Militant reader in
Columbus, Ohio.

Jean Simon
- Cleveland

Dear Miss Simon:

I want to congratulate you
on your article in the Aug. 19
issue of the paper. I was espe-
cially interested since “Set-Back

lfor Witch Hunt Seen in Ohio

T-H Case” was datelined Cleve-
land. Being an Ohio resident
makes me very conscious of the
troubles of the laboring people
in this Thighly industrialized
state.

Apparently the large number
of rich has kept the Ohio State
Administration, or at least the
legislature in reactionary hands
most of the time over the past
few years, The Anna _Morgan
situation came to my mind as I
read your article. The history
of her persecution by the Ohio
Subversive  Activities Control
Board and the Courts is an ex-
ample of the degree to which
freedom of speech is restricted
in the state.

I am glad to see that writ-
ers such as yourself and your
editors have the courage to ex-
pose the abuses by the Federal
Government of due process of
law on both the state and na-
tional levels, Although I really
know very little of the SWP it
appears to be in the vanguard
of organizations determined to
protect the rights of the in-
dividua.

the bureaucracy toward social-

- G.D.

it neither long nor well, but
have only recently learned of
Russia’s anti-Semitism, and on-
ly this very moment of its ex-
istence in the other nations who
called themselves “socialist,” he
wag both astonished and abashed,
ag perhaps he had reason to be.
In any ecase, if what he told
me was mew to me then, it is
not new to many people today.
Some of it T would like to put
down here, but I cannot. Because
this is what the diplomat said
when we rose to Ieave our lunch-
eon table:
«“T must do snmethmg- that
makes me deeply ashamed of
myaelf—-because my very men-
tion of it impugns you. Yet do
it T must, if not for myself,
then for my wife and children.

if my delegation should learn,
not what I told you, but simply
that ‘T met with you alone, I
will be arrested when I return
to. my homeland and in all likeli-
hood put to death. T am not
pleading for myself; but my wife
and children need me. It is hard
for a woman aund children to be
alone today in what my country
has become, harder for them
than any joy on my part in
continuing to live.”

Thus did both this man and 1
come to understand the stuff of
which our dreams had been
made.

I could say, there but for the
grace of God go T; he could not.
I could leave the Communist
Party and live; he could not.

In this sense, then, he, this
nameless diplomat, -is the ghost
and the spirit of this essay. It
is of his agony, multiplied a
hundred thousand times, that I
write; my own is insignificant
and unimportant beside it.

* % %

No force on earth can destroy
the. Communist Party, but the
.application of truth will melt it
as rain melts salt. Its time is
past. )

The Russian people and the
Chinese people are on the brink

Why Howard Fast Quit the CP

of such growth and fruition as
was never dreamed of in the
first decades of this century—
even ag the whole world stands
on the doorstep of an interna-
tionally functioning civilization
that can forever abolish war and
want,

NO ASSETS

Only a fool can believe that
the cliqgue of madmen who, by

.Khrushchev's own testimony, al-

most lost the war with Germany
are a positive asset in the build-
ing of Russian civilization. -
There is nothing conceivable of
creation in the Soviet Union that
its people—the workers and en-

gineers and scientists, the teach-

ers and artists—cannot create.

Rid of the parasitic burder of
the Communist Party, given a
democratic government upon
their industrial base, they could
in short order turn their land
into a garden of plenty.

* % %

History appears to have
spelled out the finish of the
time of the Communist Party,
and perhaps the dawn of social-
ist demoeracy and humanism,
But only the people of the lands
ruled by Communist Parties can
decide this  issue.

»

City Quota Paul Percent
Youngstown $ 300 $225.00 75
Milwaukee 250 182.00 73
Buffalo 1,800 1,236.00 69
Chicago 1,560 1,010.00 65
Cleveland 600 380.001 63
Allentown 102 60.00 59
Detroit 825 441.00 53
Newark 240 125.00 52
Twin Cities 1,584 816.00 52
Los Angeles 4,000 2,085.25 50
Boston 600 293.00 49
Philadelphia 480 215.00 -45
New York 4,500 1,300.00 40
Seattle 500 200.00 - 40
Oakland . 240 100.000 24
San Francisco 450 110.00 24
St. Louis 80 10.00 13
General —_ 150.00 _—

Totals
Totals as of Nov. 6 $18,111 $9,388.25 52

By Constance Farr
National Campaign Director

‘With four more weeks to go,
the Press and Publications
Fund is lagging 209% behind
schedule. Only Youngstown and
Milwaukee are ahead of the
percentage which should be
paid in by this date. Other
cities will have to step up their
payments to keep up with these
pace-setters.

Individual readers of the Mil-
itant have been gending in con-
tributions. One of our support-
ers in New York pledged $100
which he promptly paid. He ex-
plained: “I figure that I'm sav-
ing money by helping the pub-
Iicat_ions fund. I’ve been pay-
ing book dealers big money for
out-of-print works by Trotsky.
The publication project should
help make them available at
prices T can afford. A great
service is being done in reprint-
ing these works for all those
who have not read them.”

I must tell you, Mr, Fast, that

'We have also received a total

Fund Past Half-Way Mark But Must
Speed Up to Finish in Three Weeks

of $126 from friendg in- the’

Deep South and %25 from a
Buffalo couple who send us best
wishes for a successful cams-
paign.

The Twin Cities Press Fund
Committee had a highly success-
ful “Garage Sale” at which $118
was realized. This unique af-
fair might inspire other cities
to bring up their quotas in like
manner. All sorts of useful fur-
niture and appliances were do-
nated by friends and the sale
was combined with a social, So
successful was it that
tinued the following day.

Evelyn Reed, Los Angeles
Fund Drive Director, writes
that they are planning a huge
bazaar, the proceeds of which
will be ‘turned over to the fund.

We urge readers of the Mili-
tant to send in their contribu-
tions to make possible the pub-
lication of out-of-print works by
Leon Trotsky. Address them to
Socialist - Workers  Party, 116
University Place, New York 3,
N. Y.

—Literature and ‘Revolution
(New Edition)

—The Revolution Betrayed

International

—The Permanent Revolution
—In Defense of Marxism

—Stalin’s Frame-Up System
and the Moscow Trials

—The New Course
—Surope and America

—1905 — Before and After

and Perspectives

116 University Place

—The Third International After Lenin

—The First Five Years of the Communist

'—Marxism in the United States

—1905 — Results and Perspectives
—The Chinese Revolution — Problems

Books and Pamphlets
By Leon Trotsky

—The History of the Russian Revolution $12.50

3.75 (Compilation from 1915 to 1918) 25
—Draft Program of the Commumst a
International 25
;}al;i}; ggg —Lessons of Spain — the Last\ Warning .25
" | —The Class Nature of the Soviet State .25
cloth 3.00f _ qmei Morals and Ours 25
paper 200| _yoon Sedoff — Written on the Death of
: : His Son 25
Vol. I cloth 3.500 _Stalinism and Bolshevism .15
Vol. II paper 8.00| _Lenin (An article and two speeches) 15
cloth 8.50)| —The Russian Revolution (Speech to
cloth 2.50 Copenhagen students) 15
—Fascism: What It Is — How to Fight It .15
1.00| —The Paris Commune 15
:gg PIONEER POCKET LIBRARY EDITION
.35 Each 25 cents
35| —The Death Agony of Capitalism
Ab| —The Suppressed Testament of Lenin
—The Kirov Assassination
35 | —If Communism Should Come to America

Pioneer Publishers

—What is a Peace Program'."

New York 3, N.Y.
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“The Big Boxcar™

THE BIG BOXCAR. By Alfred Maund.
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1957.

178 pp. $3.00.

Seven fugitives from Deep-South law
happen to hop the same box car on a
freight train as it moves across Missis-
sippi and Alabama en route to the North.

They are six Negroes, one
woman, and one white man.
trouble from the railroad bu

train goes through Birmingham and they
pass the tense hours telling stories of how

each got in this predicament

These seven separate stories and.the

action at Birmingham make

Boxcar.” Written by a Southern white

man, it is a novel of social

unusual insights into the attitudes of the
common people of the South.

It contains solid humor too. There is
the Negro turpentine tapper’s story about
a talking dog that organized a boycott
against the degrading business operations

of a local sheriff, “Now the

didn’t talk much, that wasn’t his way.
He was what white politicians call a con-

fidential advisor, sort of. If

body needed a word of warning,
beckon the person aside and tell him
private, and make him promise not to let

anybody know where he got

And there is the penetrating comedy

of the Negro janitor who on
the influence of marihuana,

marl.

of these & themes have

They -expect
lls when the

up “The Big

Talking Dog

he saw any-
he’d

the word...”

e day, under South.

went to the

office where he worked and started acting
like he had as many rights as a white

The degradation, violence, cruelty and
waste of the Southern way of life are
treated frankly. The
against racism .is handled well. These

in addition to the exciting narrative and
the humor, there is something new in
“Boxcar.” There are insights into white
Southerners which seldom get into print.

The book does not leave the gloomy
impression: of inevitable decay so com-
mon to the artistry of Southern whites,
nor the flat, pat picture of bad and good

on this subject. Here is the prejudiced
Southern farmer whose struggle against
the local banker is just as inexorable,
bitter, and more violent, than that of his
Negro counterparts. Here is a Jewish
Southern white, torn within himself on
the race question.
.professor who risks everything
blundering gesture against the racists,
and a white railroad worker who stops a
lynching by quietly doing the right thing
at the right time.
“The Big Boxcar” is an optimistic book
and a welcome addition to the literature
on the developing social upheaval in the

rus MILITANT

Negroes’ fight

been dealt with before, but

found in “message” novels

Here is .a white

in a

— Fred Halstead

... CP. Heads Back Tammany's Ticket

(Continued from page 1) l

alone. ‘The endorsements for
Wagner provide a grotesque pic-
ture of the “peoples’ coalition”
which the CP tells us sprang up
around Wagner. He was endorsed
by both Hearst papers in New
York (Mirror and Journal-Amer-
ican) as weil as the more “dig-
nified” reactionary sheet, the
World Telegram. The “coalition”
was rounded out with endorse-
ments by the liberal New York
Post and the authoritative voice
of Wall Street, the New York
Times. In effect, Wagner was
the single Big Business candi-
date, -in the race. Christenberry
did not reaily count.

In the campaign the SWP
hammered away at the Big Busi-
ness character of the Wagner
administration, It demanded an
end to the witeh hunting of city
employees. It put the spotlight
on the administration’s record of
service to the racists. It effec-
tively introduced a major peace
jssue into the campaign by de-
manding a city referendum on
halfing nuclear tests that would|
establish the precedent for a
national poll on the issue. Over
radio and TV, the SWP candi-
dates explained the need for a
labor party and also drove home
the need for socialism as the

| Flynn,

ultimate solution to the problems
of labor and of the minority
peoples. It is this type of cam-
paign that Charney and Davis
designate as “counter-revolution-
ary.”

What did the Communist Par-
ty do in the elections? It ducked
any frontal attack on Wagner's
record, (It did not “desire to
minimize” his “accomplish-
ments.”) In the Councilmanie
campaign for Elizabeth Gurley
the CP leaders avoided
a forthright indietment of the
Big Business politicians responsi-
ble for the lack of homes,
schools and social services they
were supposed to be campaign-
ing for.

WHITEWASH JOB

On a city-wide basis, the CP
did its best to whitewash the
odious vrole of the Liberal Party
leadership. The Liberal Party,
say Davis and Charney, “has
contlucted a° campaign on the
-issues.”

Throughout the campaign, the
Daily Worker did not say a
word about the reactionary po-
litics of David Dubinsky, Alex
Rose and the other union bureau-

[dnd join with them in a coali-

crats who head the Liberal
Party. Forgotten is the fact
that these people split their

unions from the American La-
bor Party on a.red-baiting basis
and that they stand today as
one of the most rabidly anti-
Soviet and pro-imperialist forces
in the labor movement.

Presenting themselves in the
election as “His Honor's Loyal
Opposition,” the Liberal Party
bureaucrats “exerted pressure”
on Wagner only within the
framework of capitalist politics
—that is, to increase their influ-
ence in relation to the Tam-
many machine in terms of pa-
tronage. d

The Communist Party stand
in the New York election bares
the fraud of the *“anti-momnopo-
ly” coalition policy that shaped
it. With this policy,
leaders go hat in hand te the
thoroughly capitalist-minded bu-
reaucrats. of the Liberal Party

tion with the Daily News and
Mirror crowd. At the same time
they reject and try to smear a
meaningful electoral coalition
with such individuals as Vin-
cent Hallinan, Mrs., Clifford T.
McAvoy, the editorz of the Na-
tional Guardian and others who
united in support of the Social-
ist Workers ticket as a means
of advancing the cause of inde-
pendent labor politicai action.

' By Anne Chester

Manager, Pioneer Publishers

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
MONIST VIEW OF HISTORY
(IN DEFENSE OF MA-
TERIALSM.) By G. V. Plek-
hanov. 410 pp. $1.35.

Long unavailable in this coun-
try, this brilliant study of the
rise of materialist philosophy,
beginning with the [French
materialists of the 18th Century,
is an unusual bargain at this
price. Lenin said of it: “A
remarkably logical and valuable
exposition of dialectical material-
ism.”

* x %
THE ROOTS OF AMERICAN
COMMUNISM. By Theodore

Draper. 1957. 498 pp. $6.75.

The first detailed, extensively
documented history of the for-
mative period of the Communist
Party. Reviewing it in the|
Summer 1957 issue of Interna-
tional Socialist Review, James
P. Cannon, one of the founders
of the Communist Party and now

chairman of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, said, “It belongs in
the library of every socialist
militant.”

* % *

AUTOMATION AND SOCIAL
PROGRESS. By 8. Lilley.
1957. 225 pp. $3.25.

“Dr. Lilley explodes the myth
that the only reason ecapitalism
does not, make a massive turn|
to automation is because of
prohibitive costs,” said an Aug.
12 review of this book in The

Militant.
* % *

KARL LIEBKNECHT. Man With
out a Country. By Karl W.
Meyer. 1957. 180 pp. $3.25.
In the generation since the

assassination of this great revo-

lutionary leader there -has been
only one other biography of him
written and it has not been
translated from the German.

This new biography in English

will fill a deplorable gap in the

bookeases of  socialist-minded

Americans.

question is still in dispute i

facts. In the fall issue of
Review,

116 University Place

Why Did the (10
Expel the (P?

Could the Communist Party have avoided the ex-
pulsion of the unions it dominated in the CIO? The

Marxist analysis reveals that the real sources of the

split were much deeper than generally realized. Read
Tom Kerry’s review of a new book that assembles the

Send 35¢ for a copy

International Socialist Review

n Communist Party circles.

the International Socialist

New York 3, N.Y.

BLACK BOURGEOISIE. By E.
Franklin Frazier. 1957. 264
pp- $3.50 plus 15 cents for
mailing  costs. (Originally
$4.00).

A searching examinatim of t‘.he|
economic position’ of the 'Negro|
middle eclass and its pretensions
— social, cultural and political —
to leadership of the Negro strug-
gle for equality. By one of
America’s outstanding  sociol-
ogists. A “must” bcok for all
serious students.

ok *

THE STRANGE CAREER OF
JIM CROW. By C. VYann
Woodward. 183 pp. $1.50
A landmark book by a South-

ern disciple of Charles Beard. He
shows that the pattern of segre-
gation as-it exists in the South
today is not “hundreds of yeans
old” but dates from the smash-
ing of the Negro and white Pop-
ulist movement at the beginning
of this century.

* k%

AMERICAN LABOR STRUG-
GLES. By Samuel Yellen. 1956,
398 pp., $1.50 (paper).
Authoritative, fully documented
accounts of ten major and repre-
sentative labor hattles in the
U.S. in the period 1877 to 1934.

R

LABOR FREE AND SLAVE.
Workingmen and the Anti-Slav-
ery. Movement in the  United
States. By Bernard Mandel. 1955,
256 pp., $1.00.

An original work that cleared
up what had long been a cloudy
historical problem: just where
white workers and their ongan-
ized movements stood on the
fight against slavery. The New
York Draft Riots. The National
Labor TUnion and the National
Colored Labor Union. An inval-
uable book for students of labor
and Negro history.

* % &

(Order the above from Pioneer
Publishers, 116 University Place,

VOLUME XXI

MONDAY, NOV. 11, 1957

NUMBER 45

the CP|

Ark. NAACP Hea

Steel Firm
Ducks SUB
in Buffalo

BUFFALO, Nov. 4 — In the
face of growing layoffs, United
Steel Workers Local 2604, one
of the four giant locals of the
Bethlehem Steeb Company Lack-
awanna Plant, has appealed to
their District 4 leadership to
check an unprecedented move by
the comipany to cheat on the
Supplementary Unemployment
Benefits guaranteed them by the
recent steel contract.

In one of the departments hit
hardest by layoffs, men with as
much as seven years’ rights were
given slips by the company and
ordered to report bo the Chev-
rolet Division of 'General Motors.
(At the same time, it is reported
the company is doing some hiring
off the street. Eligibility for
SUB requires two years employ-
ment in the plant). The laid-
off men were told refusal of
these jobs would mean loss of
SUB rights and the $36 weekly
New York State Unemployment
benefits. This forced l1a bor
scheme of Bethlehem in league
with GM (which also has a SUB
agreement under a contract with
the United Auto Workers) vio-
lates the long-existing practice
of unemployed workers report-
ing to the New York State Em-
ployment Service to find suit-
able work in line with their skills
and experience. Workers have
the right under the law to refuse
a job offer for any one of sev-
eral different reasons without
forfeiting benefits.

One worker who was forced
to report to the Chevrolet Plant
stated that he was a' crane op-
erator (a skilled job in steel)
and is now working as a laborer
at a sharp reduction in pay.

SUB was sold to the member-
ship ‘as an answer to the serious
problem of providing a year-
round income for steel workers
in the face of speed-up and lay-
off. However, in the first stages
of layoff the company has al-
ready probed and broken through
a weak spot in the SUB clause
in the steel workers contract by
using the “forced labor” method
cf reneging on SUB payments
to the workers.

YOW FIGHT

Local 2604 has gone on record
that it will fight for the just
treatment of laid-off workers.
The membership have urged
their grievance committee to
meet with committees from the
other three locals within the
Bethlehem Plant to discuss the
vital question of plant-wide se-
niority in layoffs and other press-
ing problems which the company
is forcing on the men. The
3/000-man membership of Local
2604 is stirring under the press-
ure of the company’s “forced
labor” plan. Production has con-
tinued to decline. Some depart-
ments are on four days. Bethle-
hem has shut down five of its 35
openzhearth furnaces and rumors
of a big layoff are spreading
throughout the 20,000-man plant.
As layoffs mount, the company
will seek other loopholes in the
contract to avoid payment of
SUB benefits.

BOOKS
'AND PAMPHLETS

by JAMES P. CANNON

On Probiems of
- Socialism: in America

America’s Road t¢
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LABOR RERORTS

"TEAM! TEAM! TEAM!"

@

he filed his candidacy for th
Hastings - Frontenac by-election,
The capitalist politicians thought
they had everything set. Sen-
ator George White resigned his
seat in parliament to make room

for the conservative Sidney
Smith, Canada’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs. White was

then élevated to- the. .Senate.
The Liberal and Commonwealth
parties made no nominations,
thereby opening the door to
Smith’'s election by “acclama-
tion.” -8

Just before the deadline, Ross
Dowson, editor of The Workers
Vanguard, filed the $200 fee.
One daily paper howled, “Last
minute nomination of Toronto
Trotskyite Ross Dowson as a
candidate . . . will cost Cana-
dian taxpayers an additional
$9,000.” The daily papers also
reported that Dowson had run
a number of times for mayor of
Toronte and polled about eleven
percent of the vote. In 1949
Dowson® got 23,645 votes, or
19% of the vote.

Sidney White is a conserva-
tive with an anti-labor, anti-
civil liberties record. When he
was President of Toronto Uni-
versity he aroused a public
storm by suggesting that high
school teachers weed out those
unsuited for university—‘“cram-
mers” and those “incapable of
independent thinking” by the
use of “secret reports,” a vir-
tual gpying system. Smith met
labor opposition by advocating
compulsory  “national service
training,’ for high school grad-
uates. '

Dowson is a worker who has
devoted himself to the labor and
socialist . movements for 23
years. As an active union mili-
tant he participated in the
struggles of the Steel Workers
at the Aeme Screw and Gear
plant. He distinguished himself
in World War II as one of the
leaders of a soldiers’ protest
movement against use of troops
in civilian factories at army
rates of pay.

In 1946 Dowson was elected
national secretary of the Rev-
olutionary Workers Party and
is presently a leading spokes-

man for the Socialist Educa-
tional League.
Since filing his candidacy

New York
Bazaar

The New York School of So-
cial Science announces that its
Annual Christmas Bazaar will be
held Saturday; December 14, at
116 University Place.

All our friends are urged to
contribute their white elephants
such as precious stones, jewelry,
electric appliances, end tables,
last year’s fur coat (mink, chin-
chilla, beaver or rabbit will be
pccepted), books, records, ob-
jects of art. Solicit those trades
people you regularly do business
with for a contribution of food,
clothing, wine, candy, furniture,
etec. If you can’t bring in the
merchandise, call AL 5-7852 and
arrange for a pickup.

o

Socialist and Millionaire
Rivals in Canada Election

NOV. 2 — Ross Dowson,
put the capitalist press into a white rage, Oct. 22, when

prominent Canadian socialist

e Canadian parliament in the

&

ROSS DOWSON

Ross Dowson has heen cam-
paigning on a program of oppo-
sition to the imperialist foreign
policy of Canada. He urges a
ban on nuclear tests, a break
with the NATO war pact and a
reduction of armament expendi-
tures, diverting these millions
into housing, health and other
social needs of the Canadian
people,

—

Calendar
Of Events

Detroit
Friday, Nov. 15,8 P.M. —
“Brainwashing — TU.8. Style”

3737 Woodward. Ausp.: Friday
Night Socialist Forum.

New York Youth

Friday, Nov. 15, 8 P.M. —
“The Power Elite” by C. Wright
Mills. Reviewer: Michael Hare
rington, National Chairman,
Young Socialist League. Adelphi
'Hall, 74 Fifth Ave. Contribu-
tion 50c. .

Chicago
Friday, Nov. 15, 8:15 P.M. —
The Militant Labor Forum
prgsents Howard Mayhew speak-
ing on “The Fall of Zhukov.”
777 West Adams St.

Seattle

Saturday, Nov. 16, 8:30 P.M.
— Murry Weiss will speak on
the future of American Social-
ism. The meeting will be held at
the Frye Drive-In Hotel, Parlor
B., 3rd and Yesler. A social will
be held after the meeting at the
party headquarters, 655 Main St.

&
New York
Sunday, Nov. 17, 8 P.M. —
“Sputnik — Its Political Con-

sequences.” Speaker: Ray Spar-
row. Auspices: Militant Labor
Forum, 116 University Pl. Con-

The

New York to surrender to po-

d Arrested

the nine Negro students, told

By Henry Gitano
NEW YORK — Mrs. Daisy Bates, heroic leader of

the Little Rock story to an

overflow assemblage of 2,500 persons jamming the aisles,

balconies, stairwells and en-e
trances of New York'’s Williams
Institutional Church on Nov. 3.
Mrs Bates spoke by long dis-
tance telephone amplified
through loudspeakers instead of
a scheduled personal appearance
courageous fighter had]|
flown back to Little Rock from

lice who arrested her and the
T4-year-old Rev. J. C. Crenshaw
for violating a new city ordi-
nance requiring the NAACP to
disclose its membership lists.

ATTACKS ORDINANCE

Mrs. Bates and the NAACP
are challenging this legal intimi-
dation, and are demanding through
the federal courts, a ban on its
enforcement, Mrs, DBates ex-
plained that the NAACP could
not release the names because
they would get into the hands of
white - supremacy terrorists in
Little Rock. Mr, L. C. Bates said
that he had personal knowledge

Little Rock Woman

Mrs. Grace Lorch, a white
woman, defied the wrath of
Little Rock mobsters to com-
fort ~15-year-old Elizabeth
Eckford on a bench until the
bus came, after Governor Fau-
bus’ army kept the Negro
student out of school. On Oct. |
29, Senator Eastland’s Senate
Interna)l Security Subcommit-
tee investigating “communism
in the South” threatened Mrs.
Lorch with charges of con-
tempt. Mrs. Lorch who stated
“I am here under protest” at
every question, countered the
racist witch-hunter: “The only
subversive activities. I know
about are the ones Sen. East-
land and his crowd are engag-
ing in. We've had a good case
of them in Little Rock, unfor-
tunately.”

“that persons identified publicly
with the NAACP have lost thewr
jobs and been subjected to har-
assment. I have had three crosses
burned on my lawn and a botile
thrown through my window.”

In her inspiring address to
the mass rally here, Mrs, Bates
spoke from the vantage point
of a leading participant in the
Little Roek integration fight. Un
wept. z3, mine Negro children
met at her home. Mrs. Bates
described courage tempered with
understanding: “while we waited,
the radio gave a vivid descrip-
tion of the mob that had grown
larger in numbper, and more vi-
clous in its attitude. Yet, these
children never once said, ‘Mayhe
we showid not go today.

“As the time drew near, 1
turned my attention to the par-
ents, looking for a sign ol weak-
ening, A quietness had suddenly
spread throughout the room. A
mother or taitner would lower his
head as if in silent prayer. That
morning, 1 observed courage
rarely seen in a lieume. | reai-
ized that these parents repre-
sented the spirit of the new
sSouth, and in a quiet and dig-
nifled manner, were Serving no-
tice on America that we are a
determined people, willing to pay
Lite price Lndt our ciilaren mignt
enjoy true democracy.”

MURDER SCARE

Mrs, Bates recalled how short-
ly betore midmight on Sept. 23,
police intercepted a ‘“caravan of
more than 00 cars within a
radiug of two blocks from our
home. In the cars was enougi
dynamite to blow our home to
bits. ., . A little later that night
the telephone rang. Someone
said: ‘We have just had our rirst
kunng in Little Rock, and you
are responsible, There wul. be
more betore day.’ My heart stood
still,” lortunately, the reported
murder proved 1ialse. .

But in that moment, recalled
Mrs, Bates, “I became bitter for
the first time. I hated every-
thing for which America stood;
[ hated these people who had
apparently burned the Constitu-
tion of the U. S. when they
placed fiery crosses on the lawn
of our home; 1 hated these so-
called liberais who were too

afraid of- their social positions
to speak out clearly and -firmly;
I hated the moderates. . . Most
of all I hated the frightened and
complacent Negro of the South,
and the contented Negro of the
North, I walked into my bed-
room and cried: ‘How muech can
a people stand?’”

Mrs, Bates remains undaunted.
She promised that ‘“‘the efforts
to stifle our organization will
be met in "the courts,” and she
assured the audience that re-
gardless of the outcome of the|
campaign to smash the NAACP
in Arkansas, “the struggle for
integration will go on and will
triumph.”

Officially, Mrs. Bates is presi-
dent of the Arkansas NAACP,

husband of the Arkansas State-
Press, the state’s largest Negro
weekly, but ghe is a great deal
more than that. Both she and
Mr. L. C. Bates are fighters—
their lives are committed to the
struggle for equal rights. They
began in 1941 by challenging
white police brutality. Later the
State-Press denounced the Ar-
kansas “right to work’ law as
a “right to scab” law and urged
Negro workers to join trade
unions. )

FOUGHT FRAME-UP
OF UNIONISTS

After a scab had killed a pick-
et, Negro labor leaders at one
of the local oil companies were
arrested. The State-Press blasted
away with fiery headlines: “FTA
Strikers Sentenced to Pen by a
Hand Picked Jury —&State Law
Used to Intimidate Negro La-
bor.” Both Mr. and Mrs. Bates
wound up in a jail cell for con-
tempt of court for having dared
tell the truth about the trial.

While testifying in the
NAACP’s suit for Little Rock
school integration, Mrs. Bates
leaned forward in the witness
chair and told Catlett, one of
the racist school board attor-
neys: “You addressed me several
times this morning by my first
name. That is something that is
reserved for my intimate friends
and my husband. You will re-
frain from calling me Daisy
again.” Catlett could only stam-
mer: “Well I won’t call you any-
thing then.”

Socialist Workers
Parly
OnTV

Sun., Nov, 17 — Noon to
12:30

WABD-TV — Channel 5
“Between the Lines”
Program

Hear Joyce Cowley, SWP
candidate for Mayor of New
York in recent elections, and
others.

Russian Youth

(An Eyewitness Report by a
British participant in the
recent World Youth Festival
in Moscow)

By Maurice Pelter

(A, Peter Fryer Newsletter

Pamphlet)

15 pages 10c

Order from
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116 University Place
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