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Withdraw Aid

From France!

An Editorial

A Tunisian official directing the rescue work told
Thomas F. Brady, the New York Times correspondent
who reached Sakiet-Sidi-Youssef the same day it was
bombed and strafed, “They did it with American planes,
bombs and bullets.” In the Tunisian Assembly there were
bitter remarks about the United States charity in pow-
dered milk for Tunisian children being balanced with
“planes and bombs to kill the children.”

Yet the most authoritative voice of U.S. capitalism,
the New York Times, dismisses the murderous use of
American-made and American-donated weapons against
women and children of a neutral country with the edit-
orial assertion (Feb. 10): “The ignorant and the deliber-
ately misinformed will hold us [the United States] re-
sponsible where we were in no degree to blame.”

What is the legal description for the person who fur-
nishes a murderer the means of committing the crime?
An accomplice! That is precisely the relationship between
the Big Business government in Washington and the
French imperialists in the crime of Sakiet-Sidi-Youssef.
Not only did the Wall Street government furnish the
planes, rockets, bombs and machine gun bullets used
against the unsuspecting Tunisian villagers, but it foots
the bill of the French military operations to boot. Just
last month Washington granted $655 million more to
French capitalism to make up the balance of trade
deficit resulting from the expenses of the war in North

Africa.

"Washington is disturbed about possible diplomatic

repercussions of the French

bombing because Tunisia is

independent and neutral. This is therefore technically
different from the slaughter of Algerian villagers who
want their freedom. For three years U.S. imperialism has
beenthe accomplice to that crime—in which Sakiet-Sidi-
Youssef atrocities are weekly occurrences — as' armorer,
paymaster and diplomatic interference-runner.
The,recent AFL-CIO Executive Council meetmg in

Miaml condemned the French attack on.

Sakiet-Sidi-

Youssef and sent $1,000 to the Tunisian union movement
for médical relief. While far from a militant clarion call'to
action, the AFL-CIO resolution is in the right direction.
But American labor must go further. It must tell Wash-
ington: “No more U.S. planes, bombs, guns or money for
the dirty war. in North- Africal!” o

Forging Arab Unity:- AL

President Gamal Abdel Nasser of the United Arab Re-
public greets Prince Mohammed El Badr of Yemen, who
atrived in Cairo to discuss federation of his country with
"Egypt and Syria, The new Republic is designed to strength-
en Arab unity in its struggle against Bri.tlish. Ftench or

U. S. domination,

Hide French Terrorism

State De, Dept.
Glosses
Tunisia Act

By GEORGE LAVAN

The U. S. State Department
and America’s Big-Business-
controlled newspapers are en-
gaged in covering up and falsi-
fying the true story of French
imperialism’s barbarous attack
on the people of a country
‘with whom France is suppos-
edly at peace.

The Feb, 8 attack on the
Tunisian village of Sakiet-Sidi-
Youssef was carried out by the
French air force with planes,
bombs, rockets and bullets fur-
nithed by American faxpayers

‘for “defense of the free world.”

After three successive waves
of aircraft had without warn-
ing rained made-in-U.S.A. mur-

der on the unarmed Arab vil-|

lage, the death toll stood at 37
men, 11 women and 20 children.
Of the approximately 100
maimed and wounded 40 are
women and children.

The blatant dishonesty of the
official French communique,
that only “military objectives”
had been hit, was exposed by
foreign reporters who reached
the demolished village later
the same day. Their count of
the destruction ‘included two
schools, ‘130 homes, 85 stores
and shops, 'the postoffice and
seven other public buildings, as
well as two clearly marked Red
Cross trucks. As for the vic-
tims, they were civilians
mostly poor peasants, their
wives and children.

ANOTHER LIE

 Though the State Department
and .the kept  press found the

French governmient’s lie abouf

“military objeetives” too raw to
try to pass off on the American
public, they haye been assid-
uously spreading another lie.
This is that the French action
was  angry. retaliation against
anti-aircraft fire from the vil-
lage (located slightly less than
a mile from the Algerian bor-
der) which had damaged sev-
eral French planes,

Neither French nor American
Teporters, who reached Sakiet-
Sidi-Youssef that same day,
could report any trace of anti-
aircraft artillery or emplace-
ments. The biggest weapons
possessed by the detachment of
the Tunisian National Guard
stationed there were three sub-
machineguns and one .50 cali-
ber machine gun. None of these
weapons could have been ef-
fective against French aircraft
unless they were low-flying and
almost directly overhead
that is unless they were vio-
lating Tunisian territory.

The anti-aircraft batteries are
pure myth as is another story
the U. S. press is trying to
cook up, namely that the at-
tack was ordered by some as
yet unnamed, but hot-headed,

(Continued on Page 2)

Victims of U.S.

Aid to France

Lying unidentified in rows are some of the 75 victims
of the French bombing of the Tunisian village, Sakiet Sidi
Youssef. The planes that dropped the bombs, and the bombs
that crushed a school building, two Red Cross irucks and
killed and wounded many, were part of NATO equipment
given by the U. S. A. to France.

Minnie Jean Brown, one

One of Little Rock 9
Ousted in Racist Move

Governor Faubus and the white supremacists of Little
Rock have scored an important victory in Little Rock.

of the nine Negro stu-

has been expelled. The racists
are jubilantly crowing their
new slogan — which has al-
ready been displayed on pla-
cards within the school -— “One
down and eight to go!”

The White Citizens Councils
land Ku Klux elements in Lit-
tle Rock have been steadily re-
gaining their confidence ever
since the federal government
announced that it would not
take any legal action against
Faubus and the ringleaders of
the segregationist mob which
beat and kicked Negroes in
front of Central High.

The atmosphere in a school
is a pretly good reflection of
the atmosphere in the com-
munity. In Central High a
small core of racist students,
aping the renewed aggressive-
ness of their adults, began a
twofold campaign. By threats
and violence they intimidated
the small group of white stu-
dents who had displayed friend-
liness to the nine Negro stu-
dents. Simultaneously they be-

gan an increasingly vicious
campaign of harassment and
violence against the Negro
students.

Minnie Jean Brown, 16, was
particularly singled out for such
treatment. In several instances
she flared back at her tormen-
tors, For this she was twice
suspended. First was a cafe-
teria incident where a white
boy tripped her and she acci-
dentally spilled food on him.

The second instance involved a

dents in Central High School#

white girl who pursued her
through the corridors calling
her a *nigger bitch," until she
retorted with the epithet “white
trash."” The white girl thereupon
hit Minnie Jean with her hand-
bag.
SHE TALKED BACK

For this second “offense”
Minnie Jean was suspended.
Central High principal, J. W.
Matthews, stated: “She was sus-
pended for talking back to a
white girl, Minnie Jean had
no right to retaliate.” Superin-
tendent of Schools Virgil Blos-
som thereupon recommended
her expulsion. The School
Board voted this on Feb. 17.

What we see now is a "'sep-
arate but equal” application of
school regulations, There is one
code for the persecuted Negro
students in Central High and
another for the tormenting
whites.

Minnie Jean was a particular

target of the racists., Now they
will choose another. Minnie
Jean's heroic conduct before

Faubus’ national guardsmen
and the howling racist mob, as
also her courage during her
days of persecution in school,
were not merely for herself
but for the cause of Negro
equality. Her expulsion is a
blow to the cause for which
she fought so valiantly.

The Peruvian government
suspended the Constitution,
Feb. 2, in order to break a

strike of 650 policemen in two
cities.

Behind the Recent Purges in E. Germany

By MYRA TANNER WEISS

FEB, 18 — The struggle for
secialist democracy in East Eu-
rope and in ithe Sovict Union
continues unabated. The repres-
sions in Hungary in 18956 slow-
ed the process but could not

stop it. The present struggle
against ‘“revisionism” in the
Soviet orbit, cxpressed in

sharpest form in the recent
East German purges, brings to
light the internal crisis in the
Communist Parties and the ex-
tent of resistance to bureau-
cratic rule.

The sharpest conflict is now
manifest in the Socialist Unity
(Communist) Party of East
Germany. It is only a surface
expression of the fact that eco-
nomic and political problems
have not been solved. They
have merely been concealed.
And they cannot be solved as
long as bureaucratic self-inter-
est prevents discussion.

Ulbricht, Stalinist boss in E.
Germany, began his purge of
oppositionists last Octlober in a
heated session of the Central
Conmniitee. The proceedings of
this meeting were reported in
the Dec. 21 issue of Newsletler,
published in England, in an ex-
clusive story.

“The overwhelming majority
of the speakers,” the Newslet-

ter reported, “devoted them-
selves almost exclusively to
either heaping ashes on their
own heads or lambasting others
for ideological weaknesses. Ul-
bricht himself behaved through-
out like an insulled prima
donna, interrupting almost
every speaker either with crude
insults or with words of en-
couragement when the speaker
happened to be one of his sup-
porters.”

At this session two of the six
Central Commitice  secretaries
were altacked by name. They
were Paul Wandel and Gerhart

Ziller. As far as i¢ known,
others were denounced only in-
directly. Wandel, formerly in

charge of cultural affairs and
long considered an undeviating
Stalinist war-horse, was accus-
ed of not acting firmly enough
in regard to “socialist realism."
More specifically he was charg-
ed with failing to report receipt
of a letter from a leading actor
in East Germany who expressed
"doubts.,” This term was ac-
tually used in the discussion.
Wandel was also accused of
obstructing an attack on a lcad-

ing East German wriler who
recently  wenl to Weslt Ger-
many. And finally, he was ac-

cused of trying to replave an
introduction written by Ul-
bricht to a popular book on

science with one written by
someéone else. Wandel was re-
moved from his post as secre-
tary.

The charge against Ziller,
former minister of Light En-
gineering, was that his report
to the Central Commitiee on
industrial tasks failed to em-
phasize “the role of the party.”
Ziller, aged 45, who had sur-
vived many years of Hitler's
concentration camps, committed
suicide in December.
REFUSED TO INFORM

The Newsletter reporied,
“Quarters in close touch with
the East German central com-
mittee reported that Ziller's
suicide was the direct result of
unbearable pressure brought by
first secretary Walter Ulbricht
upon Ziller to turn ‘stool-
pigeon' on his associates in the
central committee apparatus
‘who had tried to oust Ulbricht
from his position in the past
few months.”

It was clear at this October
plenum, however, that Ul-
bricht’s purge was just begin-
ning. He closed ihe Plenum
with a speech in which he
warned his colleagues Lo repent
or else. He said, "These are not
my closing words: this is only
an inferim . siafement., We are
still waiting. for the comrades
who have been criticized here

to make a clean breast of their
deviations, We shall resume
this discussion and bring it to
a conclusion at the next plenum
of the central committee to be
held ‘in January 1958.”
January came and the Polit-
bure met almost continuously.
Then Neues Deutschland, of-
ficial Communist paper, an-
nounced Feb. 8 the purge of

threc more top Communists.
Ernst Wollweber, former Se-
curity chief and Karl Schir-

dewan, cadre chief of the party,
were expelled from the Cen-

tral Committee. Communist
theoretician, Fred Olssner, was
downgraded from ihe polit-

buro. Still others were threat-
ened with similar treatment.
Karl Schirdewan was con-
sidered one of Ulbricht's clos-
est associates. When Ulbrichi
was i1l at the end of 1955
Schirdewan slepped up as act-
ing secretary. He joined the
Communist Party 33 years ago.
A pre-war leading member of
the Young Communist Interna-
tional, he spent the entire Hit-
ler period in jail and in con-
centration camps.
KIEL-REVOLT VETERAN
Wollweber also had a long
party history. He was one of
the young leaders of the Kiel
revoll in 1918 that toppled the

Kaiser. A founding member ol

the Communist Party, he work-
ed against the Nazis during the
Second World War, successfully
sinking a number of Nazi ships
in Swedish harbors.

Olssner joined the Young
Communist League nearly 40
vears ago. In 1936 he escaped
Nazi Germany and took refuge
in the Soviet Union. He return-
edd to Berlin with the Red
Army.

Schirdewan and Wollweber
were accused of having "form-
ed a faction” and attempting
"to change the political line of
the party.” Shirdewan was also

attacked for his “slanderous
methods,” his "attacks against
Comrade Ulbricht,” and for
“misunderstanding the lessons
of the 20th Congress of the
CPSU.”

Evidently s=ome of those

purged worked for a time un-
der the illusion that they had
or could get support from the
Kremlin  in  their attempl to
oust  Ulbyicht., In December
Wollweber got word of his im-
pending arvest by the Ulbricht

faction. He took refuge at the/|

headguarters of the Soviet
troops and was flown fo Mos-
vow in a military plane, He
reportedly put the case of the
opposition before the Kremlin
bureaucrals and retwrned to
(Continued on Page 2)

U.S. Economy
Sinking Deeper
IntoDepression

AFL-CIO Calls Conference
To Map Plans on Jobless

By FRED HALSTEAD

FEB. 19—As virtually every major business index continued to decline nationally-
and as unemployment topped 10% in several key states, the AFL - CIO executive
council last week issued a call for an emergency “economic and legislative conference”

to be held in Washington, D.C..4

March 11, 12 and 13.

In announcing the conference
of representatives of all AFL-
CIO affiliates, Federation pres-
ident George Meany said he
couldn’t help being ‘scared” by
the growth in unemployment.
The officially-reported increase
of 1.1 million jobless from mid-
December to mid-January was
the largest increase for any
month since the government
started keeping records in 1941
and was at least twice the
“normal” seasonal increase.

That figure put unemploy-
ment for last month at 4% mil-
lion. Later regional figures in-
dicate that unemployment is
still rising at a sharp rate. For
the week ending Feb. 1, 7.1%
of the workers covered by un-
employment insurance were out
of work on a national average.
DEMAND MORE MISSILES

The AFL-CIO conference is
expected to limit its action to
putting” pressure on govern-
ment officials for increased fed-
eral spending, for needed pub-
lic works, housing, and im-
proved welfare programs, as
well as for an immediate in-
crease in arms expenditures.
The AFL-CIO executive council
meeting in Miami beach last
week called for an increase in
war spending from the present
$42 billion annually to a $55
billion annual rate by 1959,

e

i

MEANY

The latest published figures
indicate, however, that the post-
Sputnik increases in war spend-
ing have failed to “prime the
pump.” The Feb. 17 Wall
Street Journal reports that
while new armament orders in-
creased by 1.5 billion from the
third to the fourth quarter of
1957, total new orders of all
kinds received by the nation’s
manufacturers declined by $3.7
billion in the same period, The
Journal comments that “it
wasn't last year's temporary
cuts and stretchouts in defense
spending that brought about
the reécession now under way.

.. the Government, big asg
it has become, doesn't yet
swing the whole economic sys-
tem.”

SAME AS PREWAR MODEL

The admission of that fact of:
capitalist economic life is now
becoming common among busi-
ness economists. Asher Achin-
stein, of the research staff of
the Library of Congress, is re-
ported by the Jan. 11 Business
Week. as saying, ‘“the postwar
U. 8. economy is basically the
same as the prewar
and not a new model economy
that has seen the breakup of
the business cycle.”

Speaking of governmental
conirol of monetary and fiscal
policies Achinstein says “these
tools are not likely to be ade-
quate when the durable goods
and consiruction indusiries
show sizable contractions. If
these conditions should prevail
in the near future, a declm..
substantially greater than nny...,
we have had in the postwar
peried is likely.”

And all the major durable
goods industries have continued
to decline since Achinstein’s
statement. Industrial produc-
tion as a whole dropped this

month to the lowest point since
February 1955, down 9.5%
from the peak of December
1956 and about 8% since the

(Cor:fhmr'rf on Page 4)

Richest Firms
To Share in
Missile Bonanza

Despite the gloom of inves-
tors on Wall Stireet with the
general stock decline, coupon-
clippers perked up their spirits
with the mnews that the .S,
government would spend more
than $5 billion on missiles in
the 1958 fiscal year.

Among the recipients of this
new arms bonanza are Western
Electric; Douglas, Lockheed and
North American aircraft com-
panies; Sperry Rand Corp.;
Raytheon; Radio Corporation of
America; and General Motors
and Chrysler. All together, the
companies awarded contracts
read like a who's who of Big
Business.

The Feb. 9 New York Herald
Tribune points out that “As is
well known, the Defense De-
partment has discouraged pub-
lication of total contracts held
by these producers.” So those
investors who don't have pipe-
lines have to guess how much
of the government handout each
company is getling.

Of even greater interest to
the American people would be
the contents of these govern-
ment missile orders. Just how
much above cost will be pocket-
ed by those taking over re-
search and production of the
missile program? That informa-
tion isn’t easy to come by. Bui
it is safe Lo guess that the con-
tract terms are enough to glad-
den the heart and fill the
pockets of a few U.S. billion-
aires.

Land speculators and rent
gougers are also having a field
cday at the Air Force Missile
Test Center on Cape Canaveral,
Florida. Land values that stood
at $10 a “front foot” a short
time ago are now selling for as
much as $600. Meanwhile base
workers complain of the long
distances from work to housing
facilities, skyrocketing renis in
the absence of any controls and
lack of facilities in trailer

camps,

llinois Unions Demand

Governor Acton Needy

By HOWARD MAYHEW

CHICAGO, Feb. 15— The first unemployment con-
ference of the current depression was called here today
by the Illinois AFL-CIO. Some 600 to 700 delegates and

visitors
from CIO unions throughout
the state.

The conference unanimously
adopted two resolutions. One
urged Governor Stration to
“call a special session of the
Illinois General Assembly for
the purpose of alleviating and
eliminating the present eco-
nomic distress, unemployment,
reduced and inadequate pur-
chasing power and need for
public assistance."

The other resolution provid-
ed for the widest publication
and circulation of the first res-
olution with copies to every
local union and to the heads
of the Republican and Decmo-
cratic parties.

It also called upon the union
members to register and vote.
In a further resolve i propos-
ed to open discussion on ways
and means of “opening facil-
ities near the Illinocis Unem-
ployment Compensation Offices
so that union counsellors can
give advice and assistance to
the unemployed.”

Included in the program
adopted by the conference were
demands that unemployment
compensation laws be amended
to provide, as a minimum,
benefits for 39 weeks' duration
and for a moratorium on all
mortgage, installment and other
debts of laid-off workers.
WANTS 75% OF WAGES

An amendment was offered
from the floor by Jack Spiegel,
director of the CIO Shoc Work-
ers, Chicago, that unemploy-
ment compensation be increas-

ed to 45 weeks and thal an-
other provision calling for
“improvement” and “increase”
in benefits be spelled out tlo

demand the specific amount of
79% of wages for unemploy-

attended — primarily+

ment compensation. Bob John-
son, UAW Regional Director,
who was chairman answered
that it was the intention of
those who drafted the resolu-

tion “to demand 80%, or as
much as we can get.” There
was no insistence that the

amendment be put to a vote
even though it received gen-
eral applause.

The morning session was de-
voted to reports from both the
head of the Illinois Unemploy-
ment Division and the Cook
County Welfare Depariment.
They reported that unemploy-
ment claims have jumped 300%
in three months from 68,000
last October to 177,000 in Feb-
ruary. Relief cases jumped from
39.400 (general category only)
to 57.000 in February. These '
reporis
number of sharply-posed quall
tions from the floor.

Many delegates referred to'
complaints by laid-off workers
from their locals of discourt-
cous treatmenl and of being
stalled from six to seven weeks
without receiving the compen-
sation coming to them. State
Unemployment C o m missioner
Bernstein  answered that this
was due to the “skyrocketing™
increase in the unemployment
claims and the impossibility of
his stalf to keep up or to “weed
out discourteous clerks.” He
promised that all cases brought
to his atlention would receive
action. '

MYSTERIOUS MARKINGS

However, these assurance
were thrown into question in
Bernslein's answer 1o President
Sidney Johnson of Swift Lo<
cal. Johnson reported how
“secret symbols” of an unde-

(Continued on Page 4)
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THE MILITANT

Monday, February 24, 1958

An illuminating clash of

Instructive Dehate
Over Roosevelt Role

views on Roosevelt and the

New Deal has been presented in the pages of the National
Guardian. The controversy was sparked by Vincent Hal-

linan, 1952 Progressive
Presidential candidate, with a
critical review Jan, 6 of the
book, The Democratic Roose-
by Rexford G. Tugwell.

challenged by Adam Lapin,
former People’s World corres-
pondent, and by C. B. Baldwin,
former secretary of the Pro-

Bressive Party. Hallinan in turn

replies to the criticisms.
Hallinan sees Tugwell’s laud-
atory biography of Roosevell as
“an extremely valuable book,
though for a different reason
than the author intended.” He
“The wvalue of the
book lies in its inside story of
the fraud, corruption, greed,
‘treachery, double dealing, de-
ceit, lying and cheating which
‘is the soul of American politics
. The innocent will, perhaps,
be shocked at Roosevell's sup-
pleness in adjusting himself to
this creed of the jungle.
VESTED INTERESTS
- “This book will help persuade
the reader,” Hallinan continues,
“that no leadership can main-
tain a liberal policy against the
will of the wvested interests
which control the nation’s poli-
cles.”
- Discussing World War II,
Hallinan expresses ‘his belief
fhat “The net effect of Amer-
ica’s entry was to the
benefit of humanity. It smashed
fascism in Europe and Asia and
facilitated the advance of the
world revolutionary movement.'
But he also presents the im-
‘perialist motivation ‘for U. S.
entry into the war and hits at
Tugwell’s repetition of the
claim that Japan “delivered a
treacherous blow at Pearl Har-
‘bor.,” In reply Hallinan cites
-the evidence, presented by the
noted American historian
Charles A. Beard, that Roose-
velt planned “how to maneuver

the Japanese into firing the
first shot.”

- (In his reply to Lapin, Hal-
linan adds on this point: “. . . I

always expected that sooner or|

later, the U. S. and Japan
would go to war to determine
Whose buccaneers would ex-
ploit China. Unhappily, the
Chinese snatched the prize from
our jaws in the very moment
‘of victory.”)

' - Discussing Tugwell’s ' views
on ‘“progressive capitalism” and
H’gnry Wallace, Hallinan de-
glares: “If Tugwell correctly
describes his fuzzy economics

and petulant vanity, the Pro-|

-gressive Party had a weak
champion in Henry Wallace.”
..In his reply, C. B. Baldwin
argues that the political chi-
canery attributed to Roosevelt
was actually the work of un-
derlings. He charges that Hal-
linan’s criticism of Wallace is
not consonant with “political

Party+

ROOSEVELT

integrity” and insists that Wal-
lace *“performed a great ser-
vice for peace.” Reiterating his
support of New Deal concepts,
Baldwin asserts that progress
will not derive from “a cynical
distortion of the most fruitful
period of our lives.'
MEANING FOR TODAY

Adam Lapin argues that
“Roosevelt made his place in
the history books because he
understood something of the
times in which he lived . .. Of
course, he was trying to save
capitalisim. But to a greater de-
gree than any other recent
President, he identified himself
with at least some of the de-
mands and aspirations of the
people.” Lapin'’s central point
is that “It just makes no sense
to ignore aspects of the New
Deal which are meaningful for
today."”

In rebuttal, Hallinan agrees
that it is not abstract history at
issue. He writes: “I would fore-
go lacerating the sensibilities
of the Adam Lapins with re-
gard to their hero, except that
the Democratic party is now
using him [Roosevelt] to coax
youth into its wverminiferous
apparatus.”

“To keep abreast of the
world,” he continues, “we, in
this couniry, must bring about
a planned socialist economy ...
Even with its decor of the New
Deal, the Democratic party is
only, at best, a surrey with the
fringe on top” in an "age of
jet propulsion.”

California’s industrialized farm
laborers form the largest single
group of unorganized workers
in the U. S. today. Field work
wages are below $1 per hour
while in the processing sheds

wages range from $1 to $1.25.

'Détters from Readers

Reaction of
New Reader

“Editor:

1 am a very new reader —
subscriber to the Militant, an
ex-CP member who now con-
siders himself an “independent
socialist.” I feel that the Mili-
tant definitely has merits, news
not found anywhere else, and,
in its own way is doing its

est to improve the conditions
of the working class. I am
glad to read that the Militant
and the SWP are advocating a
broad, united, socialist and

arxist-criented. American la-
bor farmer party. May I make
a few suggestions that I believe
will pave the way for such a
desirable goal.

(1) The Militant should have
a “letter to the Editor” column
for rank-and-file readers to ex-
press ouiselves on socialist
unity, and if we feel justified
to criticize the Militant and its
‘editors. Such a column will, in
itgelf, exhibit the true social-
ist democracy so needed as a
basic foundation for a real
‘mass party that I believe the
working class of our country
will build in the near future.

(2) I feel that the Harry Ring
articles contain a certain sneer-
ing, I-told-you-so undertone. I
do not believe Ring deliberate-
ly meant to convey such a tone
or attitude. Still unfortunately,
I feel they do just that. There
have been lots of mistakes in
the past by all sides, individ-
uals, organizations and left par-
ties. I do not believe that a
rehash and “digging” of any-
one by others are a move tow-
ards the wunity that is- so
needed . . .

The important thing today is
what the American monopoly
c&pltallsts are doing to us and
the rest of the American work-
ing class and the international

working classes. As a minimum

program for the Militant to
crusade for and one which 1
believe every honest fighter for
working - class progress can
agree on, may I suggest:

All trade wunionists should
take up the fight for the 30-
hour week at 40 hours pay...

Repeal of Smith, McCarran,
Taft-Hartley, Magnuson, Rail-
road Labor Laws and other re-
pressive laws.

Repeal of all loyalty oaths.
Back pay for victims . . .

Full political, social and eco-
nomic equality for Negroes,
Latin Americans, Jews, foreign-
born—an FEPC,

Disarmament via UN negoti-
ations. No draft. No UMT.

Recognition of People’s Re-
public of China.

Public ownership of all in-
terstate transportation and pub-
lic utilities and atomic plants.

A San Francisco Friend

Depression

Editor:

Stooges for “free enterprise”
monopoly, during the recent
period of phony prosperity, kept
telling us that their economy
had become so self-regulated
that no further depressions
would be imminent.

Those few of us who refuse
to be fooled knew that they
were lying. Now that this econ-
omy is “creeping” into a deep
depression, “creeping social-
ism” will become a necessity.
Since they are fully in control
of power, if they do not act
quickly to provide relief for
the increasing number of suf-
ferers, these sufferers may take
relief and end the rule of a
class by establishing democratic
control. The threat is not local
but world-wide in progress and
promotion. The rich have dis-
played their wealth so much
that the poor are in rebellion.

Joseph Manlet
Cleveland

such as

Socialist Electoral Policy in 1958

Rallied Radicals

Commeni's on the SWP's
United-Ticket Proposal

Down to Earth

To the National Committee,
Socialist Workers Party
Sirs:

I read your notice in the Na-
tional Guardian and am glad
that there is a move to unite
all those who are working for
a cooperative commonwealth.

The important problem is .to
unite all who stand for a plan-
ned economy and production
for use and not for profit. Their
platform should be broad
enough to have the support of
all who believe in such a pro-
gram.

Here are some suggestions
for you to consider.

If a platform is drawn up it
could be prefaced something
like the following:

As the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties are at present di-
recting all their efforts to solv-
ing the mysteries of outer space
and planning trips to the moon,
it becomes necessary for some
one to look after the problems
of thé people who are still on
earth.

I suggest two planks in your

platform:

(1) Negotiations for peace, In-
stead ‘of mnegotiating from
strength — which means that
one side would dictate all the
terms — we should negotiate
with all countries as equals,

and, if each side would be will-
ing to compromise at certain
points, the result would be
much more permanent.

(2) All citizens should have
the right to travel anywhere in
the world without having to be
guestioned about politics, re-

ligion or other personal opin-
lons.

It would be OK to have a
ticket in areas where it would
be possible to get on the bal-
lot. But at present it wauld be
impossible in many states to
get a third party on the ballot
However, we should call on all
who agree with us in those
areas to withhold their support
from any candidate for U. S.

LCongress who will not pledge

themselves to support at least
some of the preliminary steps
for peace such as stopping the
atom-bomb tests and negotiat-
ing for peace.

Hope to hear of your
gress,

pro-

“Old Timer”
Elyria, Ohio

P.S. If a new party is form-
ed, would it not be a good
idea to call it the United So-
cialists of America or some
such name?

Don't Call
On Capitalist Cops

I am a worker and a reader
of the National Guardian. I am
accepting your invitation to
comment on your electoral pol-
icy.

You say that you want to
“arrive at the most effective
electoral policy in 1958 The
danger in this is that you will
corral a lot of votes by raising
hopes that cannot be fulfilled.

For example, yvou state “So-
cialissn offers the only perma-
nent solution to the problem of
capitah’st depression.” From this

is implied that there is a

“We are of the opinion .
Committee,

upon . . .

Guardian?”
Copies of the text of the

New York 3, N.Y.

About the SWP Proposal

The letters printed on this page are to the National
Committee of the Socialist Workers Party in response fo
its advertisement in the Feb. 3 National Guardian, entitled
“For a United Socialist Ticket in the 1958 Elections—A
Proposal fo the Radical Movement.”
posal was reprinted in the Feb, 10 Militant.

“that a united socialist ticket, challenging the
two parties of Big Business, would meet with the approval
and perhaps the enthusiasm of tens and even hundreds of
thousands of militant workers. . . . A united campaign in
1958 might well end the present isolation of the American
socialist movement and bring it into the main siream of
political life where it rightfully belongs.”

The NC then suggested several propositions,
such' elaboration or modification as may finally be agreed
* for platform planks of a joint slate. These
included proposals for combatting the cold war, for meet-
ing unemployment, for aiding the struggle against Jim
Crow, for extending democratic rights and for independent
political action against the Big-Business-dominated parties.

In conclusion, the NC asked “May we hear from you
either directly or through your comments to the National

posal may be obtained by writing to 116 University Place,

The text of the pro-

. . /" said the SWP National

... with

Socialist Workers Party pro-

temporary solution. The read-
er receives a strong impression
that you are offering the short-
ened work week at no decrease
in take-home pay and a gov-
ernment guarantee of full em-
ployment or adequate perma-
nent relief as such a temporary
solution.

Actually, the only temporary
solution of capitalist depression
is the succession of hot and
cold wars which we have been
witnessing since 1940. Capital-
ism escapes choking on its sur-
plus by shooting it off or de-
claring it obsolete,

I believe that the last two
sentences in  Proposition 3
which call for FEPC legislation
and immediate enforcement of
the Supreme Court order

end segregation in the schools|-

should be eliminated. Marxists
should not call the capitalist
cops to solve the difficulties of
the Negro people.

I sincerely hope that we will
be able to work out our dis-
agreements without loss of
principle.

D. L.
Maspeth, N. Y.

Hails Common Sense

Hail to your common sense
in your ad in the National
Guardian of Feb. 3, 1958.

I was glad to see somebody
with the intelligence and cour-
age to challenge what is go-
ing on in Washington, D. C.
right now.

I will enclose a copy of a

letter that will make clear 10
you how and where I and
many others who are with me
stand on these matters and on
which we are working day and
night to bring an end to this
madness.

We do not care for the label
under which you carry on, so
long as it is cooperative, that it
leads to Q:othexhood — includ-
ing the good of humanity as a

whole — Truth and Justice
towards all.-
E. H. L.
California

In the long run you will find
it wisdom to drop your No. 4,
“For political freedom through-
out the Soviet bloc.” The rest
is all good.

Scores Silence on
Rent, Profit, Interest

Dear Sir:

I have just finished reading
in the Guardian of Feb. 3, 1958
a Proposal to the Radical
Movement, for a United Social-
ist Ticket for 1958.

I could not find one word
about Rent, Profit or Interest.

Just when did the Socialists
cease to adjure capitalism?

S.M.A.
Iowa
Suggests Name
Sirs:
I think your proposal for a
UNITED socialist ticket is

swell. One suggestion. Since, to
most Americans, the word ‘“so-
cialist” means shooting people
who disagreé without trial, call
it “The Co-operative Economy
Party” or the “American Co-
operative Commonwealth Party”
and you will get ten times as
many votes, You can't reedu-
cate Americans after 50 years
of betrayal by most “socialist”

JACK WRIGHT, socialist
candidate in recent Seattle
City Council primary elec-
tions received strong backing
of prominent radicgls. He
polled 5,554 votes. (See edi-
torial, page three.)

and “communist”

like those names!
Rev. Hugh W. Weston
Marblehead, Mass.

Agrees with Program

Dear Sirs:

Your ad in a recent edition
of the National Guardian in-
terested me enough to write for
a copy of your official organ,
the Militant., I agree with your
program as printed in the
Guardian but I think it will be
a long time before the American

parties to

workers will be able to see
through the fog.
V. P.
Massachusetts

.. Behind Purge in East Germany

(Continued from Page 1) [
Berlin early in January, mov-

ing about freely. Evidently the | ¢

Kremlin changed its mind and
decided not to permit the re-
moval of Ulbricht.

It is now rumored in the
West German press that Pre-
mier Otto Grotewohl threaten-
ed to resign in protest against
the purges and was forced to
take a “rest” in the Soviet
Union.

A crisis is also revealed in
the Bulgarian Communist
Party through attacks on “re-
visionists” among Communist
intellectuals. Writers, dramat-
ists and poets are accused in
the Bulgarian press of chal-
lenging the “party line." Among
their crimes are demanding an
“extraordinary party Congress,”
condemning the repressions in
Hungary and urging a study
of the Polish and Hunhgarian
events.

WANT FREEDOM

The accused intellectuals al-
so demanded “complete free-
dom for the Communist press
to attack short-comings, weak-
nesses, corruption and distor-
tions.” They expressed the
heretical view that the Com-
munist Central Committee was
“incompetent” to direct liter-
ary activity.

One of the principal Bulgar-
ian offenders was Emil Manov
whose novel failed to show
“the party's constant concern
for improvement of living con-

Tito, Khruschev and Bulganin, shown at time of Soviet-
Yougoslav reconciliation in 1955. Kremlin chiefs hoped Tito
would help with prestige to stem tide of demand for work-
ers’ democracy in Soviet orbit,

ditions.” Literaturnen Front al-
so reported that Manov ‘dis-
played a disdainful attitude
towards the criticism directed
at him and failed to under-
stand his mistakes because of
his incorrect conception of so-
cialist realism.”

Todor Genov's play “Fear”
was banned because it "“twist-
ed” reality and had a “politic-
ally harmful and slanderous

character.” The editor of the
theatrical magazine, Gocho
Gochev, was accused of saying
that “behind our successes
stands the misery of the mass-
es.” And, of course, the Bul-
garian Stalinists have called

for a "great offensive” against
these deviationists.
The repression of Polish

writers reveals the continued
rebellion against the Gomulka

... French

(Continued from Page 1)
lower-echelon officer acting on
his own responsibility. Actually
the attack has the unchallenge-
able earmarks of a cold-blood-
ed and premeditated aggres-
sion — an act planned a num-
ber of weeks in advance and
cleared not only with the top
military command but prob-
ably with the French cabinet
itself,

The murder of the inhabi-
tants of Sakiet - Sidi - Youssef
was a political as much as a
military move. It is in the long
imperialist tradition of bomb-
ings of villages to teach the
natives a “salutary” lesson —
British imperialism
used to deal out in India.
WANTED TALKS ENDED

The choosing of Sakiet-Sidi-
Youssef for the “salutary” les-
son of Feb. 8 appears to have
been decided on by the French
militarists back on Jan. 11. At
that time the French govern-
ment desired a pretext to break
off talks which Tunisia had at
long last forced the French gov-
ernment to begin. These talks
concerned the withdrawal of
some 20,000 French troops from
Tunisia. Though Tunisia se-
cured independence from
France by negotiation back in
the spring of 1956, the French
colonial army of occupation still
remains there. While it re-
mains Tunisian “independence”
is more verbal than actual.

-

Terrorism

On Jan. 11 — some four
miles southwest of Sakiet-Sidi-
Youssef and two miles into Al-
gerian territory — the French
were worsted in a skirmish with
Algerian freedom-fighters, Six-
teen French soldiers were kill-
ed and four taken prisoner. The
French military asserted that
the prisoners had been carried
off onto Tunisian territory and
peremptorily demanded their
immediate return. The Tunis-
ian government replied that in-
vestigation showed they were
not on Tunisian territory. Al-
most simultaneously the Alger-
ian Army of Liberation an-
nounced that it was holding the
prisoners at a secret base in
Algeria and invited the Inter-
national Red Cross in Switzer-
land to send an observer to
visit them.

Refusing the answer of the
Tunisian government, the
French Premier with great fan-
fare drafted another demand —
virtually an ultimatum — for
the prisoners’ return. To in-
sure a worsening of relations
with Tunisia the French as-
signed a general to accompany
the diplomat delivering the
note.

In diplomatic protocol this
could be interpreted only as an
insult and a threat. According-
ly Tunisian President Bourg-
hiba refused to receive the gen-
eral and requested that the
note be delivered only by the
diplomat. This was haughtily

in Tunisia

rejected by the French mission
which, with great show of
anger, returned to France. The
French government broke off
the talks about withdrawing its
20,000 troops from Tunisia.
(Incidentally, the four French
prisoners were subsequently
visited at the secret rebel base
in Algeria by the representative
of the International Red Cross.)
MARKET DAY

But why did the French im-
perialists wait from Jan. 11 to
Feb. 8 to deliver the murderous
blow on Sakiet-Sidi-Youssef as
an example to all Tunisia? The
answer is simple. Every two
months there is a market day
in that village. Then the small
settlement is swelled by hun-
dreds of peasants who come
from all the surrounding area,
The next market day after Jan.
11 would fall on Feb. 8. On
that day the French siruck —
the crowds made good targets
for strafing by the low-flying
planes.

Small wonder that the U. S.
State Department has bent all
its efforts to hushing the story
up. It has even pressured, or
bribed, weak-spined President
Bourghiba to forego Tunisia’s
complaint in the United Na-
tions — where it would at least
be debated publicly for
Anglo-U.S. mediation behind
closed doors. Also small won-
der that the people of Tunisia
are increasingly angry over
Bourghiba’s retreat.

=
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bureaucratic cliqgue. On Feb. 8
Nowa Kultura, official organ of
the writers wunion, announced
the resignation of its chief ed-
itor, W. Woroszylski. And the
staff of Po Prostu, suppressed
last fall, were told to look for
jobs outside the field of jour-
nalism unless they could see
their way to write “a suitable
account of their attitude tow-
ard party policy."”
MONKEY JOKES

Some staff writers for the

: youth paper, Sztandar Mlodych,
. are also out of jobs. They were

accused of publishing “monkey
jokes” at the expense of both
the Polish party and the Soviet
Union. An example of a “mon-
key joke” was the publishing
of a captionless picture of an
old woman blowing her nose
over an announcement of a
meeting of the Central Com-
mittee.

On Feb. 17 Gomulka assured
a N.Y. Times correspondent
that “revisionism” was a “by-
product” of the October events
in his country which “was
false and belonged to the past.”
He assured his interviewer that
it “was never strong and is
now disappearing.”

Gomulka obviously considers
his own rule to be the legiti-
mate product of the mass up-
surge of October 1956 and the
struggle for socialist democ-
racy which he labels “revision-
ism” only incidental, But the
continued resistence to burea.
cratic oppression in Poland
shows that this “by-product” is
far from “disappearing” des-
pite repressions.

By the year 2100 the amount
of Strontium 90 ingested by the
human race will be increased
100 times even without further
nuclear testing. Thus reports
Science, official organ of the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science. The
report concludes that this will
constitute one-fifth of the pres-
ent “safe” maximum allowable.
It will be twice as much as is
“safe” for children.

What Is

A 'Revisionist'?
Wiktor Woroszylski, who re-

signed under pressure as editor

of Nowa Kultura, leading Polish

cultural magazine, is one of
those labeled “revisionist” in
the Stalinist world today.

In November 1956, Woroszyl-

ski was in Budapest and saw
the Hungarian
first hand. He wrote a truthful
account of it,
that the revolution was a strug-
gle for socialist democracy. His
diary was published in Nowa
Kultura and reprinted in
France Observateur, French so-
cialist weekly. It is invaluable
for any student of the Hungar-
ian events.
Kremlin have never refuted his

revolution at

demonstrating

Apologists for the

testimony.
It thus turns out that to Stal-

inists the term “revisionist” in-
cludes the honest defenders of
workers' democracy.

New Jersey Socialists
Wind Up Ballot Drive

NEWARK, Feb. 20 — The Socialist Workers Party in
New Jersey is currently completing a drive to secure the
nominating petitions necessary to place Daniel Roberts,

editor of the Militant, on the
ballot as its candidate for
U. S. Senate. With unemploy-

ment widespread, the canvassers|:
are getting the signatures inl|.
rapid order despite the frigid|:

weather.

Here are some of the opinions|:

expressed by people as they

signed the SWP petition. Most|
of the canvassing took place|:
outside the unemployment com-

pensation office.

“All these stories about pros-
perity being around the corner|:

and about a pickup in March

are fine. But we can't eat the :

stories in the newspapers.”

“Why don’t they stop blow-

ing up money in the sky and
take some of it to build roads
and schools and put people
to work?”

“Will your man help extend
compensation for a longer per-
iod?”

GOOD IDEA

Quite a few thought it was
“a damned good idea to put
up a working man."

There were others who said
“What good is it going to do"
and “Nothing's going to do any
good" and went on without
signing.

Canvassers heard of bitter ex-
periences at the unemployment
office. “I noticed one man who
had « just signed our petition
standing against the wall look-
ing dazed," reported one can-
casser. “I asked him what was
the: matter and he told me he
had just come from Paterson to
Newark to file for his insurance
and was told he wasn’t eligible.

“He didn't know anyone in
Newark and didn’t know what
he was going to do. 1 finally
pried the information from him
that it took 4l1¢ to get back to
Paterson and gave him a half
a dollar that he took with real

the|:

DANIEL ROBERTS, Social-
ist Workers Party Candidate
for U. S. Senator from New
Jersey.

An angry and harried wom-
an showed a petitioner a batch
of doctor's prescriptions. “They
fell us you have to be fit 1o
take any job 'if you want to
draw benefits, You can’t be
sick any time. But on the
money they pay. I can’t afford
to fill the prescriptions to stay
healthy.”

In Ohio, in early February,
the Bureau of Unemployment
Compensation reports that
about 180,000 workers are re-
ceiving state compensation. This
figure is also stated to be 70%
of all the unemployed in the
state, which would mean that
about 250,000 are totally unem-

reluctance.”

ployed in the state.

1952 Progressive Party

And the Outlook for
SATURDAY,

Dinner — 7

LOS ANGELES DINNER-MEETING

Speakers:

Vincent R.

James P. Cannon
National Chairman, Soclalist Workers Party
Topic:
“United Socialist Political Action in 1958

Forum Hall, 1702 E. 4th St.

Meeting Only — B P.M.
Reservations: Call WE 5.9238
Ausplces: Soclalist Workers Party

Hallinan
Presidential Candidate

American Socialists"
MARCH 1

P.M.: $2.00
$1;: Students 50 cents

-
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Praise to Seattle Socialists

When Jack Wright accepted the nom-
ination of the Socialist Workers Party in
the recently concluded primary election
for the Seattle City Council, he pledged
that he would campaign to the best of
his ability in the tradition of Eugene V.
Debs. We believe he fulfilled that pledge
in splendid fashion,

His campaign committee, too, helped
show what a determined group of self-
sacrificing socialists can do to advance
the cause.

A veteran of 40 years of active ser-
vice in the labor and socialist movement,
Wright demonstrated himself to be a first-
class socialist banner bearer. This was
clear from the news reports about his
campaign. For our part, we found it a
special pleasure to receive his campaign
material. His articles were fresh and
clear. They dealt with the variety of is-
sues that confront the working people and
offered clear-cut, meaningful socialist an-
swers.

In his electioneering, he displayed the
kind of energy and tenacity that is indis-
pensable for an effective campaign. In a
day when many doors are still closed to
socialist candidates, he compiled the im-
pressive record of speaking before more

than 30 organizations, including 25 local
unions. Especially gratifying in this re-
gard was the unanimous endorsement
given his candidacy by the membership
of his own union, Local 158 of the Inter-
national Molders and Foundry Workers.

At the same time Wright’s campaign
was the basis for uniting many radicals in
effective socialist political action. He was
endorsed by such prominent individuals
as Vincent Hallinan; Terry Pettus, North-
west editor of the People’s World; C. H.
Fisher, president of the Washington Pen-
sion Union; Jay Sykes, prominent civil
liberties lawyer; Dr. Jay Friedman, mem-
ber of the National Committee of the
American Forum for Socialist Education
and others. He was also among five can-
didates who received favorable editorial
comment from the People's World.

The support extended to Wright was
reflected in the encouraging vote that he
polled. Running 12th in a field of 21, he
came within two places of qualifying for
the final election. The 5,554 votes that he
received was ten percent of the total cast.

We hail Jack Wright and all those
who aided in his campaign for a socialist
job well done.

Harriman Does It Again

How will liberal supporters of New
York’s Governor Harriman explain away
his veto, Feb. 17, of two bills outlawing
unauthorized “bugging” — that is, elec-
tronic spying on private conversations?
These bills were passed by state legisla-
tors as a result of the scandalous planting
of a microphone in the headquarters of
the Motormen’s Benevolent "Association
by the Transit Authority.

For months officials of that union
looked at each other and at their attorney
wondering who was the spy, who was
informing the Transit Authority about
union proceedings. All the time, the “spy”
was a microphone hidden by cops in a
private hall.

All wire-tapping should be abolished
if privacy is to be-respected. And there
isn’t much freedom if it is not. But the
State bills were aimed only at ending
“unauthorized” wire-taps. The cops could

plant their “bugs,” but they would be re-
quired to get a court order to do so. Even
this restriction on police spy techniques,
however, was too much for the Demo-
cratic Governor,

The matter isn't changed by Harri-
man’s statement that he would approve
similar legislation if it authorized “hot
pursuit” eavesdropping by police. That
would provide a big enough loophole for
a whole police state to jump through.
Orwell’s nightmarish “Big Brother” would
be listening to you, if not actually watch-
ing you.

Anyway, Harriman is consistent —
against civil liberties, that is. On Feb. 4,
he recommended re-enactment of the
witch-hunting Security Risk Law, as well
as amendment of the Civil Service Law
to make Communist Party membership
evidence for firing state employes.

Sobell Is Still in Prison

The witch-hunt fever in America is
declining. Fear is gradually being sup-
planted by a growing demand for demo-
cratic rights. All this is good. But Morton
Sobell, the Number One witch-hunt vie-
tim, is still in jail.

Sobell is now serving the eighth year
in a 30-year prison term. His wife Helen
and his mother Rose Sobell are still fore-
ed to spend their days trying to free the
husband and son. Many thousands of
people believe in his innocence. But the
tragic effect of the witch-hunt fever that
gripped this country still leaves an in-
delible mark. Justice is still a stranger to
the Sobell family.

U.S. Senator William Langer once .

said, “I pledge that everything I can do

as a member of the Judiciary Committee
of the U.S. Senate, will be done to see
that Sobell gets justice.”

Walter Millis, editor of the “Forestal
Diaries” said, “The evidence on which
Morton Sobell was convicted was prob-
ably perjurious; if it were legally pos-
sible the case ought to be reviewed on its
merits, while in any event, the 30-year
sentence was grossly disproportionate to
any crime actually attested against him.”

These and many other people have
spoken. Now all of us have the oppor-
tunity to demand justice for Morton
Sobell by signing the petition (see page 4)
being circulated nationally in support of
executive action for his freedom. We
should also ask our friends to sign. Mor-
ton Sobéll must be free.

School System in Crisis

A society that can’t show continuous
progress in the education it provides for
its children isn’t worth very much. And
a society that provides the younger gen-
eration with even less educational oppor-
tunities than its older generation knew is
worth still less. No one could challenge
this statement. Yet the children of today
are worse off than their parents were.

Of course, when the government is
spending so many billions on war prep-
arations — straining the productive re-
sources of this generation and those that
will ¢ome after us — the very basis for
progress in education is destroyed.

Within the context of almost total
incapacity of the declining capitalist sys-
tem to solve the crisis of the schopl sys-
tem, two trends are particularly to be
noted.

First, the Big Business government
and the militarists were alarmed when
the first Sputnik was thrown into space.
It meant that Soviet scientific progress
was substantial. This gave them a mili-
tary concern in the declining U.S. educa-
tional system.

They threw $5 billion for this year
into rocket production, yielding immed-
iate profits to Big Business, but didn’t
even consider a program to solve the
crisis in schools. Instead a system for
testing children to sift out the gifted ones
was worked out. The school system will
continue to go to pot. But those who pass
the screening test will be helped toward
higher education.

This trend is matched by another.
Still less education will be provided for
the growing numbers of maladjusted
youth in the neglected school system.

In New York, over 600 students were
summarily suspended from school by a
Board of Education decision Feb. 7. They
were just thrown into the streets. Four
empty buildings are now being readied
for special schools for {these children.
Mayor Wagner, Feb. 12, said, “They
might be a little makeshift at the begin-
ning, but they will be equipped with
shops and special staff.”

But the problem is much bigger than
that. So Mayor Wagner and others met
with Governor Harriman in his town-
house to consider the problem. Harriman
announced they had worked out a “work-
activity” program. This apparently will
consist of letting the students get part-
time jobs, if they can be found.

These capitalist politicians considered
proposals to lower the school age limit
and to change the child labor law. They
decided not to, but the fact that these
proposals were even considered is a com-
mentary on the decline of the U.S. edu-
cational system.

We should like to make this obser-
vation: The capitalists can’t have their
cake and eat it too. No amount of federal
aid to “gifted” children will produce a
scientific and cultural upsurge on the
foundation of a declining school system
for the many.

By HANS JOCHEN

That last wyear’s disastrous
election defeat of the German
Social Democratic Party would
accelerate. its internal polariza-
tion was to be expected; but
the peculiar nature of the strug-
gle within that party, which
broke out almost the day after

the election results became
known, could not have been
predicted.

During the campaign it be-
came clear, even to the casual
observer, that the SPD was a
house divided against itself,
Leading figures of the party,
speaking in different parts of
the country, would on the same
day take opposite viewpoints on
such crucial election issues as
nationalization of industry or
Germany’s role in NATO, Es-
sentially, three well defined
tendencies appeared publicly to
be vying for support, all in the
name of the SPD.

RIGHT-WING SPOKESMAN

Typical spokesman, for what
is undoubtedly - the extreme
right wing, in this not exactly
radical labor organization, was
the darling of the capitalist
press, Carlo Schmid. A relative
newcomer to the SPD, he wants
no part of the class struggle
and says so whenever he has
an opportunity. He calls it all
part of the ideological baggage
from the past which he wants
to see ditched as soon as pos-
sible. Opening the party to the

acea he advocates guaranteed to
win elections,

He wants all talk of national-
ization ended for fear of fright-
ening the little businessman
whose vote he is out to win for
the SPD. Schmid’s theoretical
underpinning comes from party
economist Deist, whose profit-
sharing plan differs little from
the ruling Christian-Demoecratic
party’'s People’s Capitalism.
Neither man hesitated to cam-
paign on his own conception of
what he thought the party pro-
gram ought to be. This in spite
of the fact that the party has]
a program, adopted and never
repudiated by the membership,
which calls for the basic indus-
tries to be nationalized.

Since the election, Schmid
and.his vocal supporters, have
blamed the defeat of the party
on the “outmoded Marxist tra-
ditions of the party.” Schmid
plays down the importance of
program and claims that the
voter is interested in outstand-
ing personalities. He calls for
the transformation of the party
from an organization of work-
ers into a “people’s party.”

LEFT GROUPING

On the other wing of the
party, there is the beginning of
a left grouping, based on some
of the district organizations and
represented in public by such
prominent members of parlia-
ment and party leaders as Weh-
ner and Blachstein. The social-

middle class elements is a pan-

ist theoretician Abendroth is

dictatorial power, thanks to

Unity with Whom?

Jordan demonsirators, above, demand union of Jordan
with Syria in opposition io the Eisenhower Docirine. This
demonstration took place in April 1957 when popular de-
mands could be expressed. Now that King Hussein has

with Iraq., The offspring of this marriage will be puppets.

U. 5. aid, he unites Jordan

Line-Ups in W. German Social

working along similar lines.
Stressing the socialist character
of the SPD and appealing to
the class instinets of the work-
ers, they resist the attempt tfo
weaken and dilute the party's
mild enough anti-capitalist pro-
gram.

Caught in the middle and
under attack from both sides is
the party apparatus. The full-
time secretariat, grouped around
Ollenhauer and determined to
block the path to party leader-
ship 2o both the right and the
left wing, has nonetheless been
forced to accede o the demand
for a special party convention
in the spring of '1958. It is at
this convention that the relative
stirength of the contending
groupings should become clear.

What has confused the pic-
ture for many of the rank-and-
file workers of the party who
are looking for an out to the
stalemate the party has found
itself in, is the unnatural alli-
ance of right and left wings
against the middle on a plat-
form of “reform.”

UNSTABLE BLOC

This reform platform directed
against the stand-pat, full-time
party functionaries in Bonn
cannot stand the test of time or
hold up under political stress,
It is a block of the most re-
visionist right-wing elements
with the more militant socialist
elements against the middle,
the apparatus. The two wings
of the party have a different
political perspective but they
are bound together by a com-
mon hostility to the core of old-
time party officials exemplified
by Ollenhauer and Mellies.

The difference within the
party broke out into the open
the day after the election. SPD
General Secrétary Ollenhauer,
whose colorless campaign last
vear had aroused deep dissatis-
faction on' all fronts of the or-
ganization, interpreted the elec-
tion defeat as a partial victory.
He based his estimate on the
organization's gain of some-
what over one third of the seats
in the new parliament. This,
he reasoned gave the SPD veto
power against any constitu-
tional changes, and this, plus
the 181 mandates received by
the party, should hearten the
membership of the SPD.

The fight initially centered
around Ollenhauer's evaluation
of the election. Several district
organizations immediately chal-
lenged the party’'s statement as
misleading and in the nature of
a whitewash of the leadership's
failure to wage an aggressive
election campaign. The Neue
Ruhr Zeitung, a newspaper close

ERICH OLLENHAUER,
Chairman, Socialist Party of
Germany (SPD).

fo the SPD, picked up the criti-
cisms and publicized the de-
mand of the Bonn district or-
ganization for a special party
convention to draw up a real-
istic balance sheet and to de-
cide whose interpretation of the
party line was correct.

Two days after the election,
on Sept. 17, Ollenhauer pre-
sented his detailed and conserv-
ative analysis of the election
to the quickly-assembled na-
tional committee. It was at this
meeting that the block between
the right and left opponents of
the leadership emerged in out-
line. Both wings demanded that
the full-time secretaries, who
now head the wvarious depart-
ments of the party organiza-
tion, should be barred from
voting at National Committee
meetings. These party officials,
clustered around Ollenhauer
and operating as a tightly co-
ordinated block from the party
headquarters on Friedrich Ebert
Allee in Bonn, exert great in-
fluence over the party machine.

Both wings called for the re-

emocracy

duction in size of the staff and
election of a new three-man
party executive committee,
Nominated and eventually elect-
ed were, reading from right to
left, Schmid, Ollenhauer and
Wehner. Each man typifies a
tendency within the party.
WHO CONTROLS WHOM?

It was at this meeting that
the prominent right-winger
Erler raised the demand for the
separation of the party lead-
ership from the control of the
parliamentary fraction of the
party. Schmid is known to
favor this prospect and Hhas
called for the establishment of
a shadow cabinet of the oppo-
sition party in parliament. These
moves would free the electéd
social-democratic members of
parliament from the last vestige
of control by the ranks of the
SPD and would tend to counter-
pose the leadership of the par-
liamentary fraction to the lead-
ership of the organization,
which is the product of the
party conventions.

The Neue Ruhr Zeitung made ,
itself the spokesman of the
right wing and set the tone for
the national committee meeting
when it editorialized: “To move
Professor Schmid into the fore-
ground implies a program. Such
a program would be the rejec-
tion of old Marxist pettifoggery
and class-struggle tendencies,
which are without justification
today.”

Since then the discussion has
spread through the ranks of the

organization. The party weekly

Vorwaerts and the Social Demo-
cratic paper Westfaelische
Rundschau, among others, have
opened the pages of the papers
for discussion contributions. It
is thus possible to follow the
developing discussion as it
spreads into the local organiza-
tions. The built-in conflict i
the opportunistically - combined
right and left-wing opposition
quickly broke out into the open,
(To be concluded)

staff artist of the paper.

of the sad and

Gray will live forever,”

Honor Laura Gray’s Memory

The International Committee of the Fourth Interna-
tional, which groups revolutionary socialist organizations
in a number of countries, sent the following message of |
sorrow to the Militant on the recent death of Laura Gray,

“All the organizations supporting ]
Committee send their sincerest regreis on the occasion
untimely death of Laura Gray.
personified the power of ideas of revolutionary socialism
in a way which will live forever. Her cartoons ripped aside
all that was bad in the old system and spurred workers
everywhere on to the siruggle for its overthrow. Revo-.
lutionary socialists everywhere will feel poorer now that
they have lost this great comrade. The memory of Laura

the International

Laura

World

Events

“WE SET UP MORE OF AN
IRON CURTAIN than they [the
Russians] do in many fields,”
reported two U. S. electrical
engineers to the American In-
stitute of Electrical Engineer-
ing, Feb, 7. The report follow-
ed a two-week visit to the So-
viet Union and included the
comment, “There is no doubt
that the Russians will lead the
way"” in the field of transmis-
sion systems. '

- *® E ]

SOVIET WOMEN HOLD
HIGH PLACE in scientific
work. In a report prepared by
UNESCO and delivered to Dag
Hammarskjold, Feb. 15, it is
said that nearly half a million
women are working as engin-
eers and technicians, Also 53%
of the specialists trained in in-
stitutions of higher education
are women.

& - [

HAITI’'S CONSTITUTION
HAS NOT STOPPED ILLEGAL
ARRESTS, the opposition to the
government complained. The
new constitution is wviolated as
opposition leaders are held in-
communicado without charges
or questioning. A former police
chief, suddenly transferred to
Venezuela, said Jan. 31, “It is
high time that the army ceased
to be a force hunting down
civilians.”

- L] &

MORE THAN 1,000 FARM
WORKERS, jobless and land-
less, invaded the rich farm-
land of Culiacan River Valley
in Mexico and settled down.
News of the “invasion” reached
the government late because of
a national telegraph strike.

* & *
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS and those at Mos-
cow University will exchange
broadcasts in their own pri-
vately arranged cultural ex-
change program. Student life
at the New York and Moscow
institutions will be discussed.

® * -
STUDENTS AND WORKERS
ARE JAILED AND TOR-
TURED IN SPAIN, according
to the U. S. magazine, Iberica.

Cohen.

Despite formal government de-
nials, Iberica insists that 44

University students in Madrid
and several hundred workers
suspected of opposition to the
fascist dictator Franco have
been arrested. Iberica demands
that U. S. aid to Franco be
stopped.
* L

ALGERIAN REBELS STOP
FLOW OF OIL to the Mediter-
ranean with their attacks on
rail lines. Oil arrives at the
port of Philippeville in *“an
eyedropper,” according to one
Algiers paper. Only one tanker
has been loaded to transport oil
to refineries in Southern France.

* L ] L

ISRAEL’'S MAPAM, the
United Workers Party, welcom-
ed the union of Egypt and
Syria. The Party’'s newspaper,
“Al Hamishmar,” pointed out
that the union is based on “Pos-
itive neutrality and hostility to
Western imperialism.” The Ma-
pam is sympathetic to the pow-
erful Socialist party, Al Ba'ath,
of Syria and would unify the
whole Mideast including Israel.

. * - *

A COMPULSORY COURSE
IN ZIONISM for Egyptian high
school students will use a text
book, “This Is Zionism,” pre-
pared by the Egyptian Ministry
of National Guidance, Accord-
ing to the Jan, 13 Jewish News-
letter, it includes an abridged
translation of the book “A Short
History of Zionism” by the well
known British Zionist, Israel

» * *
U.S. AID TO LAOS has pro-

duced a country of contrasts
according to N.Y. Times re-

nished the United States Gov-
ernment with false information

East River pier in New York

Feb. 19 — In an act of
friendly cooperation with the
Cuban Dictator Batista, the
U. S. State Departmént last
week indicted Dr. Carlos Prio
Socarras, exiled former Presi-
dent of Cuba and eight others.
They are accused of conspiring
fo set up a well-financed mili-
tary expedition to attack the
Batista'government. If convict-
ed, they face up to five years
in prison and $10,000 in fines.
Prio was elected to office in
Cuba in 1948 by popular elec-
tion and was overthrown when
Batista seized power thru a
coup in 1952, a month before
general elections were sched-
uled to take place.

In answer to the indictment
Prio stated: “The new indict-
ment should be a great comfort
for dictatorships in Latin
America, particularly for Ba-
tista, an enemy of all demo-
cratic governments,”

“I know that [President Ba-
tistal has continually sent
agents to the United States with
false information and has fur-

to try to get the American
Government to act against me.”
(Feb. 14 New York Times.)
This is not the only way that
Secretary of State Dulles gives
comfort to dictators whether
they be located in South Amer-
ica or Spain or on the Island
of Formosa.

On Dec. 20, 1957 Luis Mir-
anda, former sergeant in the
Cuban Marines and an arch
enemy of Batista’s Cuban des-

potism, was captured on an

City. He had stowed away
aboard a Cuban ship because
he was fleeing from Cuba after
a rebellion of a naval garrison
in Cienfuegos in which he took
part, had been defeated.

His presence on board the
ship was discovered by Batista’s
men who in turn notified the
U. S. State Department.

The State Department cal-
lously intervened on the side
of Batista and sent Miranda
back to Cuba io certain death
despite a militant protest dem-
onstration of anti-Batista
Cubans here.

In Cuba itself, liberation

forces under the leadership of
Fidel Castro, are constantly ex-
tending the scope of their
guerilla activities.

“Reports reach Havana daily,®
says R. Hart Philips in the Feb.
17 N. ¥, Times, “on the finding
of bodies of both rebels and
loyalists on roads and along the
South coast of Oreinte Prov-
ince. They are casualties of the
undercover war between the
troops and rebel elements.”

Although both are in opposi+
tion to Batista’s U. S. State De-
pariment-backed regime, there
is no tie between Castro and
Prio,

CHICAGO

Eugene Feldman, editor,
Southern Newsletter, formerly
of Montgomery, Ala.,, and Win-
ston-Salem. “A Southerner
Speaks for Civil Rights.” Fri-
day, Feb. 28, at 8:15 P.M. Ausp.:
Militant Labor Forum, 777 W.
Adams.

o

DETROIT
Fri., Feb. 28, 8 PM. — A talk
on Howard Fast’s book and the
Crisis in the Communist Party.
At 3737 Woodward. Ausp.: Fri-
day Night Socialist Forum.
L ]

TWIN CITIES
Rowoldt - Heikkinen Victory
Celebration. Friday, Mar. 7, 8
P.M.,, Mpls,, Andrews Hotel.
Contribution: $1. Ausp.: Minn.
Comm. for Foreign Born.

porter, Greg MacGregor. Amid
barefoot pedestrians luxurious
new American cars cruise
along rutted roads. “Gaudy
night clubs. . . have gross re-
ceipts of $1 million a year.”
U.S. aid, averaging about $40
million a year “has lined se-
lected pockets to the bulging
point and resulted in a notable
failure of achievement.” But
“free enterprise” is still intact.

Arkansas had the second low-
est per capita income of all
the states with $1,088 in 1958.
Mississippi was lowest with

New

You #to . ..

I. F. Stone
Frank J.

$964.

First Amendment "test-cases™ Invite

Question and Discuss How To

Regain the First Amendment

with

Ring Laordner Jr., Chairman
Friday, February 28, 8 P.M.
Carnegle Recital Hall, 154 W. 57th St. (7th Ave.)

Contribution $1
For tickets write: P. O. Box 190, New York 27, N. Y.

York

Dr. Otto Nathan
Donner

Calendar of Events

Joseph Starobin will speak

Can Compete
A Socialist

on “How We
with Russia
View,” Tuesday, March 4, 8
P.M., Mpls, Andrews Hotel,
Rm. M3. Ausp.. Twin Cities
Labor Forum.

The armed forces are now
being informed on how to be-
have in foreign countries be-
fore they get there. In a Pocket
Guide to each of the different
countries where the U. S. sta-
tions troops the first lesson
that Pvt. Smith learns is: “No
nation likes strangers in uni-
form around, so don’t be shov=
ing those khakis or blues at
the people.”

Questions
For the Left

By SIDNEY LENS

Introduction by A. J. Muste.
Comments by John Dickin-
son, Tim Wohlforth, Stephen
Grattan, Farrell Dobbs, Con-
rad Lynn, Albert E. Blum-
berg.

Published by
AMERICAN FORUM —
FOR SOCIALIST
EDUCATION
29 pages 25 cenis
Order from:
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
118 University Place
New York 3, N, Y.
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Out of Their Mouths

By JOHN MOLLOY

Professor of Economics Henry C. Wal-

- lich of Yale University is quite revealing
in his article on the economic outlook in
the Feb. 2 New York Times Magazine. He
sets down the thinking of the capitalist

class in black and white.

First on taxes he writes:
experience gives us no evidence that we
- cannot bear the present tax load, and
even a bigger one provided we do not
try to get all of the money from the
middle and upper income brackets where

' it isn't.”

That leaves you and me to shell out
for increased taxes. The people in the
with their tax-
“exempt expense accounts, company-sup-
-ported cars, business conventions in the
most exclusive (and expensive) resorts
Mention the
! subject and they cry poverty — with a

upper income brackets,

have no money for taxes.

“Cadillac under each arm.

- Next Professor Wallich tells us this
I “So long as those who
! *for a while lose their jobs are decently
‘taken care of such dips leave no deep
.scars.” I doubt if this obviously unscar-
red individual has ever experienced the
decency of the unemployment office, the

‘about recession:

welfare

department
amount of moneys they give out.

But our economist is not yet through.
“We would gain much,” he says, “if we
could find a way to keep wages from out-

and the decent

running productivity. Excessive wage in-

“Our past

side . . .

creases threaten stability on the upside
as well as on the downside. On the up-
they contribute to inflation. On
the downside, they cause trouble by so
raising the break-even points of business
firms that a slight dip in sales threatens a
disproportionate collapse of profits, with

consequent cutbacks in output and ex-

them useless

pansion. Here lies what may be today’s
thorniest problem for stabilization policy.”

The employers are working on this
problem right now with their Taft-Hart-
ley laws, right-to-scab laws and phony
labor-investigating committees. They seek
to so hamstring the unions as to render

as defenders of the interests

of the working people. They hope thereby

But will

to break the wage structure and lower
the living standards of the working class.

they succeed? As the Pro-

fessor says they have a thorny problem
on their hands indeed. The thorn is the
working class, which through its unions
will resist every assault upon its wages.

‘The Bridge on the River Kwai’

The Bridge on the River
'Kwai is the most powerful
‘anti-war film produced since
World War II. As an indict-
‘ment of senseless destruction
‘and cruelty, it ranks with All
Quiet on the Western Front
and The Grand Illusion, At the
same time, it is a startlingly
frank revelation of the charac-
i ter of the military caste which
. leads men into war.

' Technically the film is re-
markable, and you do not feel
for a moment that it is a
‘movie with a “message.” Ideas
flow from the logic of the
story; and story, acting, photog-
i raphy and direction all contrib-

« ute to heightening the tension
| and building toward the inevit-
able climax. Even without its
harsh portrait of the military
caste and its eloquent condem-
nation of war, this would be
.an exciting adventure film,
MEN SABOTAGE WORK
. The action takes place in a
.. Japanese labor camp where a
’ British officer, Colonel Nicker-
. son, refuses to let his cfficers

do manual work. The Colonel
* - faces torture and death un-
flinchingly in his fight for this
principle. The men back him
up by sabotaging the work. The
bridge they are building regu-
larly collapses while the men
take it easy, deliberately mis-
understand orders and go for
frequent swims in the River
Kwai. When the work reaches
a complete standstill, the Japa-
nese Commander is defeated.

Colonel Nickerson, having
won his point, takes over the

— T
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By JOYCE COWLEY

building of the bridge. He and
his officers won't do any
manual labor, but in collabora-
tion with the Japanese, they
use their engineering and tech-
nical skills to construct a better
bridge than the Japanese could
have managed by themselves.

The Colonel is motivated by
a conviction that the men need
work and discipline in order to
remain soldiers, io prevent
anarchy and chaos. He stops
the sabotage and the swimming
and drives the men even hard-
er than the Japanese Command-
er. Finally, obsessed with pride
in the good job he is doing,
and in an attempt to compleie
the bridge on time, he enlisis
the officers (at manual laborl)
and even the wounded and sick.

In the meantime, a British
Commando unit (which includes
an escaped American prisoner)
has been assigned to blow up
the bridge. This American, a
sailor separated from his wunit
and misrepresenting himself as
an officer because working con-
ditions in the prison camp and
treatment at the military hos-
pital are so much better for
officers, has a very reasonable
attitude toward the war. He
wants to get out of it.

THE REAL CONFLICT

At the begining of the pic-
ture, the conflict appears to be
between Colonel Nickerson and
the Japanese Commander, but
it is soon clear that they are
really brothers, both courage-
ously devoted to the interests
of world imperialism. The real
conflict is between the British

T e —
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A Petition
In Behalf

R L e e L]

— g e —

. | MR. PRESIDENT:
. | Washington, D.C.

B that Morton Sobell did

[
l' - inhuman punishment;
!

a new f{rial;

{ FOR THESE REASONS I JOIN MY FELLOW AMER-
[ ICANS in asking you to return Morton Sobell to
his wife and children through executive pardon or
commutation or to instruct the Attorney General
to recommend a new trial.

Name
&I Address
bodcity

opinion.

Will YOU Act

| For Justice?

By signing the following petition on behalf of
Morton Sobell and contributing to his appeals, you can
* | help bring this case to an honorable conclusion:

Of Morton Sobell

BECAUSE OUR COUNTRY has the strength to recog-
| . nize possible errors and the humanity to be merciful;

; BECAUSE THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS believe

sider his 30-year sentence in Alcairaz cruel and

BECAUSE MORTON SOBELL has steadfastly main-
tained his innocence throughout his seven years of
imprisonment and continues his efforts to secure

Enclosed find my contribution of § ...
carry Morton Sobell's appeals to the court of public

:
l i T

| Return your signature and contribution to:

! Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell,
5 : . . 940 Broadway, New York 10, N.Y.

not have a fair trial; con-

. to help

Colonel and the American gob
who wants to live like a human
being instead of dying like a
hero.

The conclusion of the pic-
ture, in which the bridge is
destroyed and the Colonel, the
American and the Japanese
Commander are all killed is a
horrifying portrayal of waste
and devastation. The film closes
with the Medical Officer’s cry
of “Madness!” But this seems
less sigmificant, in ils expression
of the agony of war, than the
gesture of the Commando lead-
er who kills his own men so
they won't be captured alive
and then, mission accomplished,
despairingly throws his weapon
into the River Kwai.

The critics agree that the
film is an extraordinary artistic
achievement and the story has
great emotional intensity and
power, but they begin to con-
tradict each other as soon as
they try to explain its basic
theme.

Bosley Crowther in The New
York Times feels that the
British Colonel “typifies the
kind of leader most perilous
and horrendous in the conduct
of wars” and adds that in many
respects — and this frightens
him — the character of the
Japanese Commander is very
much the same. He concludes
that “the thought of such men
leading others in warfare is
enough to turn one to stone.”
Apparently he sees nothing
wrong with the war itself if
led by better men.

Time Magazine calls the pic-
ture a “shattering” experience
but also “curiously exalting.” I
don’t see just how this ironic
masterpiece, which so brilliantly
exposes the futility of so-called
military heroism and of war
itself and ends in a scene of
total destruction in which all
of the main protagonists are
killed, is “exalting.”

A SOCIAL CONFLICT

The most enlightening re-
view is the one in The Report-
er, for Stanley Kauffmann ac-
knowledges the social character
of the conflict. Then he indulges
in a little romantic nostalgia
for the world of Colonel Nick-
erson which may be “reaction-
ary and smug” but “neverthe-
less produces Iloyalties and
idealism that seem beyond our
present graft.” He thinks that
the favorable public reaction to
the picture may express a
“hunger for stronger disci-
plines.”

I doubt that many of us are
hungry for the kind of disci-
pline that Colonel Nickerson
represents. To me, the one
false note in the picture is the
Colonel’s popularity with his
men. I believe the appeal to
the public lies in the funda-
mental meaning of the film, not
spelled out, but implicit in the
logic and integrity of the
story itself.

Perhaps this meaning is not
implicit for those who cling to
the dying world of the Colonel
and the Commander, but only
for those who believe in the
future of man, who believe that
creativity can triumph over
destruction and that it is pos-
sible — if we work together
and put an end to the senseless
conflicts so savagely and truth-
fully depicted in this film —
to bring order and beauty into
a world threatened by chaos
and even total extinction in an-
other war. This is what most
of us hunger for. It is the hope
that underlies fragedy in the
Bridge on the Hiver Kwai.

Total amount of wages and
salaries for 1956 was $227 bil-
lion. Total amount of corpora-
tion profits before taxes in the

same year was $43 billion.
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Post Office
Threatens 2
ForPicketing

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 13—
The Post Office Department in
a move designed fo terrorize
postal workers initiated an
action to fire two officials of
the United Postal Workers
Union today.

- A list of nine charges were
filed against union President
Conrad C, Eustace and Secre-
tary Thomas Monroe as
aftermath of picketing by the

union on Nov. 27, The picket-|§

ing aimed at informing the pub-
lic about working conditions in
the Post Office Department.
Postal workers along with
other government workers have
been- faced with a wage freeze
for the last three years and
would like a pay boost to meet
the soating cost of living,

The picketing, which lasted
an hour, asked for elementary
union demands: union recogni-
tion, pay increases, health-and-
welfare benefits and freedom of
political action.

Government officials, furious
at the temerity of the postal
workers for daring to call pub-
lic attention to their plight, are
out for wvengeance. They seek
to make an example of Eustace
and Monroe in hopes of deter-
ring such actions in the future.

The trumped-up charges un-
derline the last demand of the
postal workers—freedom of po-
litical action. Eustace and Mon-
roe are charged with “conduct
unbecoming a postal worker”
and “conduct tending to bring
the Post Office Department into
disrepute.”

Only Congress can adjust the
wage scales and working con-
ditions of government employes,
who are not permitted to sirike
or to engage in political action.
The only way they can get pay
raises is by petition and sirong
public opinion in their favor.

Eustace said he would fight
the ouster. He has called on the
American Civil Liberties Union
for aid.

Local 78 United Fresh Fruit
and Vegetable Workers which
affiliated with the AFL-CIO
Packinghouse Union (UPWA) in
1954 has as its main objective
organizing 130,000 packing
workers and 400,000 field work-
ers in California into their
union. California Agricultural
industrialists pay a wage bill
of $500 million but their sales
have mounted to $3 billion.

an| #

War Against the Youth

Nineteen-year-old Frank Santana (left) in custody of
police officer at time in 1955 when he was framed for murder
of New York “model boy.” Santana drew 25 years. A strong
public protest movement is asking for reversal of the unjust
sentence. Meanwhile seven New York youths, the youngest
15 years old. face death penalty in a gang-rivalry slaying.

...lllinois Gonference

(Continued from Page 1)

cipherable code were being
entered on the record cards of
his laid-off members. These
apparently had a significance
with relation to the unemploy-
ed worker’s compensation and
his service record, said John-
son, but the information was
being kept from the employes
involved.

Johnson asked that Bern-
stein have the meaning of the
code posted on the walls of the
unemployment offices so that
the unemployed would be en-
lightened as to what records
were being made concerning
them. Bernstein brushed this
aside by saying that Johnson
should tell his members “not
to concern themselves about
it.ll

Jack Southers of UPWA put
his finger on the inadequacy
of the unemployment benefits
and relief “cushions” by point-
ing out that “Public Assistance
Funds” which were $50 million
short even before the economic
decline are about to run out.
Under these circumstances, pro-
posals by the relief administra-
tor to transfer cases from the
“general” category to other

"special" categories, explained

Supervisors Scuttle

FEPC Hearing in L.A.

By HILDE McLEOD

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 17— The Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors put on a first class performance
last week at the hearing called to consider an FEPC

duced by Supervisor John An-
son Ford more than a year ago,
had the support of liberal,
minority and labor groups. The
hearing room was well filled
with proponents and opponents
of the measure who expected
at long last to have an oppor-
tunity to speak their piece on
this much postponed proposi-
tion. They were treated to what
had all the earmarks of a well
prepared farce. If this hearing
had not been rigged it was a
spontaneous performance of the
same sort.

Liberal Democrat Ford made
no attempt to defend his or-
dinance when, at the very out-
set of the hearing, Supervisor
Dorn threw a monkey wrench
into the wdrks by making a
motion to consider a substitute
ordinance he had prepared.
Dorn’s substitute, as the rep-
resentative of the Commiltee
for Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity remarked later, would
be unworkable since it includ-
ed a provision of doubtful val-
idity which could destroy the
whole FEPC concept.

LONG WRANGLE

The one thing that all five
supervisors agreed upon was
that Dorn’s motion had thrown
the whole proceedings inlo
confusion. This confusion serv-
ed to open the door for a free-
for-all debate in which the
three reactionary members of
the Board aired their opposi-
tion to any FEPC ordinance on
the grounds that it was un-
necessary and unworkable any-
how on the county level. Also,
evidently aware that the
NAACP was divided on the
question of putting an FEPC
referéendum on the ballot, they
threw in a few barbs about

ordinance. This measure, intro-+

NAACP fear of democratic ac-

tion on the question.
Chairman Burton Chace sev-
eral times made the record by
calling the Board's atiention to
the long list of persons who
had been assured of a chance
to express their views. Two
from thal long list were finally
called: Max Mont of the Com-
mittee for Fair Employment
Opportunity, who stated that
time to study Dorn's proposal
would be necessary and he
would not object to delay if
Ford’s original ordinance could
also be considered later, and
Randolph Van Nostrand of the
Merchants and Manufacturers
Association who voiced his or-

ganization’s opposition 1o any
FEPC ordinance.
All others were shut out

when Supervisor Legg ended
debate by moving that Ford's
proposal be tabled. This motion
carried over the objections of
Supervisors Ford and Hahn, So
of course the chances are this
liberal law is a dead duck.

When Dorn then proposed
that his substitute proposal be
prepared for consideration and
a public meeting be held on it
March 18, Ford and Hahn con-
curred. Hahn attempted to soft-
en the slap at the audience by
grumbling aboul the watered-
down character of Dorn's or-
dinance. Ford then also threw
in a sop by stating that it was
the spectators who were water-
ed down. Nobody laughed.

This whole performance of
liberals Ford and Dorn was a
graphic example of how liber-
als wilt under reactionary pres-
sure, Adherents of an FEPC or-
dinance with some teeth in it
will have to originate some
real means of pressure of their
own if they expect to get any-
thing from the March 18 hear-
ing.

Southers, doesn’t solve the
problem.
Leon Beverly, president of
Armourr Local No. 453 UPWA-
CIO called for increasing world
trade as a means of making
jobs. Chairman Bob Johnson
answered that this was a “na-
tional” question and would be
taken up by the national AFL-
CIO in a national conference
scheduled for next March,
Paul Douglas, Illinois Sen-
ator, said that 5,700,000 — or
814 % of the U.S. force — are
either totally unemployed or
on short work weeks. In a
survey of employers in “other
than the packing industry”
from 10 to 25% of the workers
are unemployed in Chicago, he
said, TUnemployment benefits
which were set at 50% below
wages in 1937 “when I largely
wrote the law for Illinois,” said
Douglas, “are now only one-
third of wage standards and
should be raised.”

LAYOFFS IN PACKING

Charles Hayes, District Di-
rector, UPWA, recited the lay-
offs in the Packing Industry in
the recent period. “Wilson
Packing 3,000; Swift 1,000 with
more to come; Armour, which
employed 7,000 during World
War II, is now down to 3,200
with more lay offs threatened.”
Hayes atiributed the job cuts
to the “relentless pursuit for
the profit dollar” by the pack-
ers and the squeeze of the big
monopolies on the farmers.

John Alesia, the Legislative
Director for the CIO Steel
Union represented District Di-
rector Joseph Germano. Ger-
mano had a “meeting on un-
employment to attend in In-
diana.” Alesia reported 18,600
steel workers laid off in the
Chicago area and 40% of the
steel workers on a short work
week,

AUTO LAYOFFS

Bob Johnson reported to the
conference jobless figures for
the following TUAW locals:
6,000 for Local 974; 4,000 for
Local 471; 1,500 for Local 719;
2,200 for Local 588; 1,000 for
Local 751; 2,000 at Allis Chal-
mers plant. Local 31, in Rock-
ford, the oldest appliance man-
ufacturing plant in the industry
is closing, never to reopen, he
said. “The jobless 1iotal for
UAW alone is between 25,000
and 30,000 with {wice that
number on short work weeks.”

Johnson gave as the causes
“the overexpansion of indusiry,
automation, and rigged prices.”

'‘Contem

pt Case

Victim in Calif.
Re-Sentenced

By DELLA ROSSA

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 12—OQleta QO'Conner Yates, a
California Communist Party leader, was resentenced to
a year in prison on Jan. 29, not for anything she did,

and not for anything she said,+

but because of her ‘“attitude”
of defiance of the witch-hunt.
After serving two weeks in
prison, Mrs. Yates was finally
released on $5,000 bail -while
the sentence is being appealed.

Myrs. Yates was one of 14
CP leaders whose 1952 con-
victions on Smith-Act charges
of “conspiracy to teach and ad-
vocate violent revolution” weie
upset by the U.S. Supreme
Court last June.

The only defense witness at
the 1952 irial, Mrs. Yates took
the position that answering
questions about activities of
anyone except herself was an
invasion of her rights, and she
told Federal Judge William C.
Mathes at that time "I will not
be a Government informer.”

At that time Judge Mathes
threw 11 contempt - of - court
charges at her. These were re-
duced to one by the U.S. Su-
preme Court. In the opinion of
Justices Douglas, Warren and
Black — who favored throwing
out all charges—Mathes' action
was ‘“a shocking instance of
abuse of judicial authority...”
and *a transpareni atiempt to
multiply offenses.”

ENRAGED JUDGE

Reports indicate that Mrs.
Yates met the 1952 trial with
a calm refusal to buckle under
witch-hunting pressures. Even
six years later, the memory of
the witness’ principled stand
sends Judge Mathes to a high
pitch of fury.

The Supreme Court referred
to Mrs. Yates' ‘“apparently
courteous demeanor,” and
Judge Mathes could only an-
swer “In words, spoken, yes,
the defendant Yates was cour-
teous. But in attitude she was
the most coldly defiant and
wholly contemptuous witness I
have seen in more than 30
yvears at the bar and on the
bench.”

It seems that witch-hunt jus-
tice demands that a victim must
also pay for the facial expres-
sions of her supporters and co-
defendants. For, the furious
Judge Mathes added in re-sen-
tencing her Jan. 28: “Nor can
the cold printed record repro-
duce the scene, the setting in
which the action took .place—
the all but audible cheering
and booing of the ‘rooting sec-
tion' in the audience—the su-
percilious, half-smirking, half-
smiling visages of the 13 co-
defendants who inaudibly ap-
plauded every defiance."

Furthermore, Judge Mathes
said: " ... If the trial courts
of our land did not have and
exercise the power to compel
witnesses o become informers.
our system of justice would in
time collapse, and with it all of
our courts.!”

Total individual income tax-
es for 1957 fiscal year were
$39 billion. Total corporation
income taxes were $21.5 bil-
lion,

...Depression Trends

(Continued from Page 1)
stock market decline began last
summer. Autos, metals and ma-
chinery manufacturmg are par-
ticularly hard hit. Y

Residential housing is the
one major index that increased
in February., Eased credit for
FHA loans is reportedly re-
sponsible for this, but the fact
that capital is being made
available for this type of fed-
erally insured mortgaging and
withheld from non-insured in-
vestment is not considered to
be indicative of strength.

Thirteen states reported over
10% of their insured workers
were jobless for the week end-
ing Feb. 1. These included
Michigan, where 82,000 workers
have already exhausted their
unemployment claims; Wash-
ington; Oregon, which has
12.3% unemployment; Ken -
tucky; Tennessee; Arkansas;
West Virginia; Maine; and
Rhode Island. Pennsylvania and
New Jersey reportedover 9%
unemployed. These figures do
not reflect the number on short
work weeks. National average
weekly earnings of employed
factory~ workers declined to
$81.27 in January from $82.41
in December,

BREADINES

“Bread lines” of unemployed
workers waiting for govern-
ment surplus food have appear-
ed in Maine, Tennessee, Michi-
gan, Ohio, and New Jersey, as
well as among agricultural
workers in the South. Accord-
ing to the Department of Agri-
culture, surplus food was dis-
tributed to 1.7 million unem-
ployed workers in the month
of December.

President Eiscnhower’s pre-
diction that an upturn would
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come by the end of March js
not taken seriously in the:busi-
ness world. “It's obvious,” ‘says
the Feb. 15 Business Week
about Eisenhower’'s statement,
"that the effort now is to re-
store business confidence via
the old Washington ]aw-bono
technique.”

The administration — and
the Democratic leaders of Con-
gress — are reportedly plan-
ning a tax cut for the capital-
ists as a spur to new invest-
ment, which they hope will
stop the slide into depression.
However, this and other re-
lief-to-profiteer measures are
probably being delayed for the
present, because, as William H.
Stringer says in the Feb. 18
Christian Science Monitor,
“there exists within [the ad-
ministration] sentiment which
would not be at all unhappy
to see some of the steam let out
of labor's 1958 wage demands.”

In other words, the slump,
while curtailing profits for Big
Business, is handy for them in
the war of capital against la-
bor.
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