~ France, Italy, and Germany at

lished in Pravda, did not, how-

" the revolutiondry movement of

_oriented, undermined, and wreck-
“ed.,

‘ - ing.
deal with Ttaly and Germany. In
". The People’s Front government

“of Chautemps will follow Eng-
* land. American imperialism, while

_ “evinced no readness to respond
* to © Ambassador

Workers
Of the World Unite!
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Stalin Waves
Pink Flag To
- Bluff Allies

‘Admits. “Final Victory”
Is Not Quite So Final
As Believed

Joseph Stalin made a feeble
attempt this week to wave a fad-
ed pink flag in the face of the
British and French bourgeoisie
in hopes of exorcizing the specter
of complete isolation that now
hangs over the Kremlin as a re-
sult of Stalin’s own counter-re-
volutionary policies.

Panic-stricken by the prospect
that his bourgeois allies will
abandon him in favor of a four-
power pact uniting  Britain,

the  expense of the Workers'
State, Stalin suddenly re-discover-
ed the existence of ‘the world
working class as the only ally
upon which the Soviet Union
could in the final analysis de-
pend.

. Undeserved Headlines

Stalin’s statement, made in a
letter to a young Communist pub-

ever, deserve thie sensational head-
lines given to it by the capitalist
press which proclaimed Stalin’s
return to the cause of the world
revolution. . : s

" He was trying only to bluff
England and France out of their
negotiations with the Fascist
powers by seeming to threaten
revolutionary action by the work-
ing class, at the same time try-
ing to throw dust in the eyes
of Communist workers who have
grown restive under the wmons-
trous betrayals of the People’s

Fronts in Spain, France, and
other countries.
What Stalin will do when

Chamberlain and Chautemps call
his bluff remains to be séen. Sta-
lin will not and cannot make a
genuine rtevolutionaryt turn, if
only because he would be the first
vietim of a resurgent revolution-
ary movement of the workers.

No “Victory” After All

While it did not, as the capital-
ist headlines suggested, embody
a call to revolution, Stalin’s letter
did make a very significant re-
treat from the doctrine, hitherto
official and sacrosanct, formally
promulgated by the Seventh Con-
gress of the Comintern, that the
victory of Socialism in Russia
was both “final and irrevocable.”

Stalin reiterated his reaction-
ary, nationalistic theory of so-
cialism in one country but instead
of the “final and irrevocable”
victory of Socialism in Russia
of which so much was heard until
this week, Stalinh now says: “The
aid of the international proletar-
iat appears () to be a force
without which the final victory
of socialism in one country is not
to be decided.”

Even this halting, qualified re-
treat sounded strange after three
vears of the clamor of People’s
Frontism and “collective secur-
Jity” under which the safety of
the Soviet Union has been placed
at the mercy of dubious bourgeois
allies while at the same time

the working elass has been dis-

“Democracies” Cool

_ Stalin’s letter is a confession
that his foreign policy is crumbl-

- England is moving toward a

France, the ruling class has
‘cooled to the Franco-Soviet pact.

moving toward open struggle for
domination of the Pacific, has

(Continuned on page 4)
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Ethiopia. Spain. China. Already three million casu-
alties, with the curtain not yet raised on the main act.
Already three million dead, wounded, dying. Hundréds
of cities already destroyed: factories, homes, mines,
railroads, left in shattered, crumbling ruins. Thousands
upon thousands of the most heroic and militant of the
workers, peasants, students, torn to pieces by the ma-
chine-gun spray, the twisted fragments of time-fuse
bombs. '

All this is but the faint, mild foreshadowing, the first
cracks in a world shell which is near the breaking point.
Every nation points directly, with all its concentrating
energy, toward the looming war. The precarious bal-
ance, upheld by the Versailles Treaty imposed by the
winning imperialist gangsters in 1919, holds no longer.

No words can describe the horror of the war which
threatens every day more closely. The last world war,
the most devastating event in the whole long history
of mankind, was a children’s game in comparison. To-
day it is the. very fate 8f humanity which is at issue.

Heading Directly Toward War

The United States, along with every other nation,
In these recent months,
Roosevg]t, the cunning leader of American imperialism,
is moving rapidly toward first place among the war-
makers of the world.

In his October address at Chicago, Roosevelt an-
poun'ced his direction: Toward the war! First place
in ‘his Annual Message to Congress was given to the
war. At the bidding of his masters, the rulers of Am-
erican industry and banking, he inserted into his bud-
;5et more than a billion dollars for military appropria-
ions.

~To the Ludlow Amendment, Roosevelt and his asso-
ciates replied that the people have no right whatever
to speak on such a question as war, that they will go to
war when, how, and against whom the imperialists die-
tate, that no measure will be permitted which might

have even the slightest chance for~interference with™

the plans of the war-makers,

In a Special Message to Congress, Roosevelt demand-
ed another eight hundred million dollars for the Navy,
over and above the billion dollar military appropria-
tion already carried in the regular budget. As the Con-
gressional hearings proceed, there is every indication
that even this sum will be indefinitely increased.

War Sentiment Being Whipped Up

To Japan, the presumed enemy nation of the Roose-
velt program, Secretary of State Hull addresses a series
of provocative notes designed to whip up war feeling
among the people of this country. U. S. naval squadrons
and companies of U. S. Marines in the Far East watch
carefully over Standard Oil tankers and American-
owned factories busily drinking blood-stained profits
out of the people of China.

Hull’s notes on the sinking of the “Panay,” the joint
British, American and French notes on the Japanese
naval building program, find their appropriate echoes
in every section of the press. Jingo headlines re-appear,
blazoned across front pages. Atrocity stories fill column
after column; ponderous editorials, alike in pro-or anti-
Roosevelt journals, call for ever more warships, ever
larger armament. The newsreels of the sinking of the
“Panay’” are rushed by airplane to every movie theater
in the country: the same theaters which for months
were prevented from showing the films of the Chicago
massacre of the steel workers. A vicious anti-Japanese
race-hatred is being worked up by the war-mongers.

What is this war for which Roosevelt is preparing?
Whose war is it? What is it for?

It is a war for the re-division of the earth. It is a
war of the rival imperialist powers for the major shares
in the rights of exploitation, oppression, tyranny, pro-
fits. It is a war to decide which nations shall be most
favored in the grabbing of markets, natural resources,
and outlets for investment, for the benefit of their cwn
capitalists. It is a war to decide which national set of
robbers shall control the international imperialist racket.

Imperialists Are All Alike

In this war, there are no “good” and “bad” capitalist
states, no “peaceful’ and “aggressor” imperialisms.
They are all tainted with the same disease, damned with
the same curse, fascist and democratic, West and East
alike. They are all driven by the same insurmountable
conflicts.

It is a war, from the point of view of every camp and
coalition, against the masses of the people, against
their every interest and need.

For the United States, the most powerful and vigor-
ous imperialist state, it is a war in which will be sought
undisputed domination for American capital on an in-
ternational scale. Watehing the new economic depres-
sion eating away the foundations of the social order,
Roosevelt lunges toward the war as his solution for the
insoluble crisis of U. S. capitalism. Perhaps, fertilized
by enough blood, profits will again grow to a size that
will satisfy the hunger of Morgan, Du Pont, Rocke-
feller.

What will come of this war? What
will the war solve?

This wair will solve nothing for imperialism in gen-
eral. The same insurmountable conflicts will remain
unaltered. It will solve nothing, just as the last war
solved nothing. Untold millions of workers will die and

Who will win?

suffer and kill each other wh;il_e_ industrialists and bank-
ers manipulate war contracts to fill their coffers. The

agents of wealth and -priv’ilége will descend in each
nation upon their respective: governments to squeeze

the last percent out of every order for bombs, gas '

masks, submarines, machine;guns, airplanes.
A’ peace of exhaustion wi]l find one or another set

at a temporary advantafle, ayid the preparation for the

next war will again begin. - ‘

Masses Have Néthing To Gain

Meanwhile destruction, death, misery, tyranny for
the masses of every nation. ‘Have the masses anything
to gain? More food? Food ill be destroyed, and those
who should raise the food will be busy killing each other.

_Better houses? The bombs will blow up the houses.
Higher wages? The war machine, in the name of sacri-
fice for war, will beat down real wages while war scar-
city lifts the price level; and the social wealth repre-
senting generations of labor will be physically annihi-
lated. Freedom? The war ‘machine will impose a to-
talitarian dictatorship in every nation—a dictatorship
being made ready in this cotintry in the Sheppard-Hill
Bill now pending before Congress. All democratic
rights, above all every rightjof the working class—to
strike, to picket, to demonfstrate, to organize in free and
independent, unions—will be smashed by the war.

The traitors in the ranks of labor will tell us that it
is our war, and that we must take part in it. They will
tell us that it is the war of “democracy” against ‘fas-
cism”, of peace-lovers against, war-makers, of civiliza-
tion against barbarism. Already all of their efforts are
devoted to the betrayers’ task of winning the masses
to support of the war. Under;the slogans of “collective
security,” by falsifying utterly the nature of the war,
with loud shouts for democracy, they make ready to
lead the masses into the armiies of imperialism.

Stalinists, Social Democrats Shout War

.. First and foremost, in thigas in every other country,
the Stalinists prepare the betrayal of the ntasses. In
voices louder than Hearst's they snarl at the Ludlow
Amendment, praise Roosevelt’s “war -program, demand
~ovenge for the sinking of the “Panay.” Day in ;md day
out their unspeakable attacks, their lies and viciousness
and slanders and frame-ups are launched against every
militant in the labor movement who raises a voice
against the coming war. o

Within the labor movement, the Stalinists, under the
whip of the butcher of the Kremlin—his hands reeking
with the blood of the Russian and. Spanish xjevolutxon-
ists—are today the chief force building the fires pf the
war spirit. Tomorrow they will be the most active of
the recruiting agents of Roosevelt and Chautemps and
Chamberlain, and the spearhead of the lynch gangs
hounding the war’s opponents. They will play the same
vole in the coming war that was enacted by the Second
International in the last war and js being played even
now by the social-democratic parties. )

No pretense even of a fight aga}mst the war is con-
ceivable apart from the unremitting struggle agamst
Stalinism and the parties of the Second International.

This struggle cannot fall back into the dr'eam.s z_md
illusions of pacifism and “isolation”. Isolation is im-
possible for this country because this country 1s bou_pd
kand and fcot to world imperialist economy. Prohts~

Enionists Will March
In Relief Demonstration

Demonstrating against layoffs] 7
and for increased relief, thous-
ands of workers will mass in
Foley Square (iwo blocks nerth
of City Hall) at 11 a. m. Satur-
day, February 19, for a march
to Wall Street.

Organized through the initiative

All workers out to Foley
Square (two blocks north of
City Hall), 11:00 A. M. Sat.,
Feb. 19, for the Workers' Al-
fiance demonstration and march
to Wall St.

“workers and the socialist revolution.

—

of the Wiorkers Alliance, the de-
monstration is sponsored by the
Trades Union Committee for Un-

employment Relief with numer-]

ous participating trade unions, in-
cluding the Transport Workers,
Furriers, Painters, District Coun-
il No. 9, Radio and Telegraphers,
Boot and Shoe workers and others.

Relief Problem Acute

Although the demonstration
was first projected some weeks
ago, its importance and timeliness
is emphasized by the events of
last week. Under pressure of the
miserable and worsening relief
conditions in New York—reduc-
tion in clothing allowances for
TFebruary, delays and rejections
of the weekly thousands of new
applications—"sit-ins,” picketings
and demonstrations broke out at
the during the past
week.
must show their solidarity with
the Workers Alliance by -attend-
ing Saturday’s demonstration.

bureaus

All" progressive workers

The Progressive Group of the
Workers Alliance proposed that
the Saturday demonstration
should take place at the City Hall,
and should be directed against
the anti-union aections of the ad-
ministration. as well as against
its miserly relief policy. The
leadership of the Workers Al-
liance, saturated with “People’s
Frontism,” opposed any action
which might embarrass the sup-
porters of LaGuardia and ad-
vocated instead a demonstration
against the “60 families,” and
the “economic royalists.”

One slogan that featured past
demonstrations of the unemploy-
'ed will be conspicuously absent.
The slogan “All- War Funds for
the Unemployed” when proposed
by the progressives was rejected
by the C.P. controlled leadership,
despite the fact or perhaps be-
cause ~of the fact that it was

never so pertinent as now.

for U. S. capital cannot be maintained without the
world market; and a share in the world market cannot
be upheld without fighting for it. No Ludlow Amend-
ment ever devised could keep U, S. imperialism from
plunging into war. To rest the fight against the war
upon the illusions of pacifism and isolation means to
block the genuine fight against war.

There is in the final analysis only one way to fight
the war, only one way to overcome it. The only an-
swer to the imperialist war is the class struggle of the
For the coming
imperialist war, we reiterate the battle-cry of Karl
Liebknecht and Lenin in the last war: “The enemy is in
our own country!” ’ ;

The militant, unflagging class struggle of the work-
ers alone can delay and hamper the war-makers. The
socialist revolution alone can overthrow the whole im-
perialist system, root out those causes which- make war
under imperialism inevitable, and build a society in
which peace and freedom can be achieved. All other
hope is vain. .

The class struggle and the socialist revolution in the
capitalist ‘countries is also the only sound way of de-~
fending the remaining conquests of the Russian Rev-
olution, of protecting them from imperialist attack and
from bureaucratic Stalinist undermining.

Build A World For Peace

Workers of the United States! Consider your mar-
vellous machines, the railroads you have built, the
mines you have sunk, the great rolling mills, the blast

. furnaces, the precision tools, the shining turbines! Are

they to be used forever to turn out profits for the
bosses, and, in the war, to send death to your hrothers?
You have made them: Take them into your own hands,
to bring peace, and to give men what they need!

Farmers of the United States! Look at the beautiful
rich land, at the tractors, reapers, combines! Are you
raising, your cotton to make high explosives, your wheat
to provision your sons in the trenches? Let us use
the land for-ocurselves, not for profits, to make peace
possible by giving men enough to eat.

Scientists, teachers, engineers, artists, students of
the United States! Will you again let your talents be
perverted into the service of the war machine, for the
sake of a system and a ¢lass which does not permit you
to use those very talents for any genuinely human pur-
pose? Join with us to defeat the war and to build a new
society !

We, the revolutionists of the Socialist Workers Party,
with the Fourth Internationalists throughout the world,
true to the great revolutionary anti-war traditions of
Lenin and Liebknecht, pledge oursclves to fight unceas-
ingly against the war, against every person and idea
whieh supports it.

No Aid To.The War-Mékers

We will give nothing, nothing whatever, to support
the war. We will give everything, our energies, our
time, our brains, our lives, to fight against it. The
workers have no fatherland! They can conquer one
only when the socialist revolution makes them masters
in the land.

We do not fear the war-makers, or their hireling
traitors. The cold grasp of death clutches at their .
throat, mighty and powerful as they seem. Their .
strength is the fevered, diseased strength of dying men.
History has already dug their deep and terrible grave;
they struggle on its brink. The temple of their world,
the world of a decayed and rotting social order, crumb-
les about them. : '

History, life, the future, are with us! Out of the vast
ruins of a shattered civilization, with the great masses
of mankind we shall go forward to build a new world !

DOWN WITH THE WAR-MONGERS!

ENLIST NOW IN THE FIGHT AGAINST
THE WAR!

AGAINST THE ROOSEVELT WAR PLANS!

ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOY-
ED! | o

WITHDRAW ALL U. S. ARMED FORCES
FROM THE FAR EAST!

AGAINST THE SHEPPARD-HILL BILL!

AGAINST COLLECTIVE SECURITY, THE"
MASK OF IMPERIALISM!

'NO SUPPORT TO THE U. S. GOVERN-
MENT IN ANY WAR! ,

END WAR BY THE SOCIALIST REVOLU-

'TION!

BUILD THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PAR-
%‘}Y.S'%‘HE ONE ANSWER TO THE WAR-MAK-
RS!

‘WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE! FOR
THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL AND THE
TRIUMPH OF THE WORLD REVOLUTION!

National Committee,

WA Miltants
Call Jobless
To Struggle

Progressive Group Ték_es
Lead In Setting .
Forth Pemands . ..

Summoning the growing army:
of unemployed vietims of capitals’
ism to struggle militantly fon'a
program of relief matching in
dimensions “the . globular way-
budgets of the Roosevelt admi.
nistration, the Progressive Group:
in the Workers’ Alliance of New
York this week put forward a
series of demands to serve as the
rallying ground for action by all
workers, employed as well as:
unemployed. The demands are.as:'
follows: oo Bl

1. For those on relief: A 40
per cent increase in velief allot<
ments, plus clothing, dental and **
leye care for all who need it.
2. For new relief cases:  The '«
handling of emergency applica~
tions within 24 hours, and all .
other applications within - 72
hours. oA
3. For W.P.A. workers: Tradé
Union wages to replace the pre-
sent wage of $55 per month, in .
order to end W.P.A. scabbing =
on union labor. g R
4. For the unemployed general- .
ly: Diversion of all war funds to:
unemployment  relief. e
 These demands must becoms
the battle cries of all the unem-
ployed throughout the naftioh, =
starting with the great demons
stration of New York's unem-
ployed scheduled for today (Sat-
urday). :
While unemployment increases,.
with the need for relief assum:
ing vast proportions, relief 1it-
self is being cut and made’ ever:
more difficult to obtain. )

Relief Sharply Cut

In January, the clothing allot-"
ment for those on relief in New:
York amounted to half a million
dollars. This month it has béen
cut to a niggardly $50,000 .(one-
tenth of the Janhuary figure),
while dental and eye care has
been practically’ discontinued:
Those who try to get on. relief
are being given the run-around..
Emergency relief cases fail to
| receive prompt. attention. Othér
applicants take weeks to handle.
Red-tape methods are used to dis-
courage applicants, Not, more .
than 50 per cent of those seek-
ing relief, however dire is thei
need, manage to get on the rolls:.
The picture ofr New York i¢.a
picture of the country as a whole.

Numbers of the unemployed
are suffering the pangs of star--
vation. Hunger takes an increas-
ing toll of life. The list of ‘sui-
cides mounts daily. On December.
12, 1937 the Daily News report-:
ed: “Relief held up; baby isie

starved to death.... Assistant "
Medical Examiner -said ‘This
baby. died of starvation’.....

‘Barbara would be alive now if
the Home Relief had sent the.
check on time,’ said Mys. Maxy
Danielson, the mather.”

Another .Traged_v .

The New York Post of January
*12, 1938, reported that a Mis:
Montetoni had tried vainly fou
three weeks to get a Home Relief:
allowance. Her first application
was turned down and she wa
given a new application. There
upon she drank disinfectant. and;
died. The report added: “Police
said there was not a serap of food:
in the house.” Unemployed logals
have staged spontaneous- ‘.si,t-ins*f
to protest this callous treatimen
The veaction of the LaGuardia.
“popular front” administration -to
the growing distress has been to.
launch an attack on the organi
zation of the unemployed, th
Workers’ Alliance. This. is patt’
of a concerted, country-wide:
attack on the libor movenient by

-

— Demand All

Socialist Workers Party

(Continued on page 2)
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Elections Drive Them
~From Central Labor
"Organs in Midwest

;in-the Minneapolis Central Laboy
- Union and the St. Paul Trades
1 and Labor Assembly last month
; dr¥ove out of office local Stalin-

Twin Cities.

A number of other ploglessxve
developments have occurred in
.. ‘the Twin Cities area during the
. ipast month, the effect of which
has greatly strengthened the
union movement in this section,
1.70n Japuary 7-8 the annual
elections in the General Drivers
" Local 544 were held, resulting
.in’ the return of all officers to
/their previous posts. Bill Brown
fwon the race for .president, the
“only office which was contested,
by a 3 to 1 vote.

Miles Dunne Elected

i -, .

‘2. On January 14 the Minnca-
polis Teamsters Joint Council
demonstrated the harmony exist-
ing in the ranks of the local
" driving crafts by unanimously
agreeing upon the new executive
~‘board. Miles Dunne was elected
to the post of secretary-treasur-
_er, the office formerly held by the
martvred Pat Corcoran.

<8, On January 14 the St. Paul
_T}rades and Labor Assembly, at
‘the largest delegate assembly
ever held, repudiated the anti-
laber St. Paul Grand Jury veport
Which, inspired by the Citizens
Alhance, was intended to be a
weapon against the drivers’ move-

: St Paul Union Advocate and by
'a few conservative union ofﬁc1als
in th'xt city. .

Split Drive ‘Defeated»

. employérs initiated a campaign
‘designed to split and disorganize
“ ths wunion movement. The Austin
" Drivers Union and the C.I1.0O.
movement, which in this town is
" directed by progressives, formed
a united front, beat back the
_“seabby schemes of the bosses, and
“thirough a strike won a . 10-cent
Hourly increase for a Miscellane-
ous Workers Union of the C.1.0.
“.. B, A committee of 150 Minnea-
“‘polis union officials has been
formed to draw up and present

" in. Farmer-Labor Party civcles.
Bénson and a group of Stalinist
‘tooges, backed by the Commun-
~ist Party, are sceking to carry
~the F.L.P. far to the right into

. will . demand of Benson that he
réturn the coming F.L.P. state
convention from Duluth to St.
Paul, that he assure labor its
“proper dominant role in the F.LP.

listed ‘developments is to place

- lopment of the unions in this
" 'state. i

~ JOE LUBICH

reapolis branch of the Social-
dst. Workers Party reports the

£or 20 years a member of the
Workmen’s Circle, an old so-
cialist, and a sympathizer of
- .the  Left Opposition since
1928,

Joe Lubich was chairman of
“a .committee which came to
‘the General Drivers Union in
the early hours of May, 1934,
“tg offer its services to the .
-strikers. This committee be-

" presented an important seetion
~of the Northside labor move-
sanent’ which was thus placed
‘behind the strike.

.-, The, executive board of the

4. In -Austin, Minnesota, . - the

the continued progressive deve-|.

Martyred Umoms;t

PATRICK CORCORAN

Big Steel Signs
Again With CI0

Would Aveid Difficulties
With Fat War Orders
Coming Soon

maintaining the basic 85 per day
and 40-hour week that has pre-
vailed throughout United States
Steel subsidiaries the past 12

"{months. The alacrity with which

the steel company slgnud up re-

lzbor difficulties at a time when
fat war contracts are looming.
The contract signed February
9 differs from the 1937 agrce-
mmt only in that it runs for an
indefinite period. Negotiations
can be opened be either party
on ten days notice. If, after an
additional ten days of negotia-
tions, agreement is not reached
the contract is null and void.

Open Shop Prevails

the open shop. Union officials did
not ask for a closed shop, it was
reported.

While the contract was osten-
sibly negotiated between  the

levels despite price cuts, especial-
ly as U.S. Stcel used the occa-
sion to announce reductions in
the price of steel.

with the renewal of the former

These agreements will definitely
stem the tide of wage-slashing
which h asgbeen imminent
throughout the countiy.™

No provisions for the better
andling of grievances in the shop,
a matter of great interest to the

workers actually in daily contact

with foremen and " superinten-
dents, were discussed. Such de-
tails, dealing with the working

and-file of the steel workers to
discuss o1 vote upon the agree-
ment as a whole was afforded.

EVELYN GORDON

It is with deep regret'that

Brownsville Circle of the Y.
P. S. L. Only 20 years old at
the time of her death, which
occurred February 8 after a
brief illness, our comrade was

flected its unwillingness to invite &

“Daliy Worker fm Libel

T
Somplaint Lists Repeated

Stalinist Slanders
Against Union

er, official organ of the Com-
munist  Party published false,
malicious and defamatory state-
ments about them, five leaders of

of New York, claiming damages
of $335,000.00. The complaint is
probably the longest on record
in any libel suit, covering over
100 pages and 16 exhibits.

Local 544 of the General Driv-
crs Union of Minneapolis, af-
filiated with the American Fede-
vation of Labor, William S.
Brown, the president of the Local,
Farrell Dobbs, Grant Dunne,
Miles Dunne and Vincent Dunne,
all leaders of the Union, are the
plaintiffs. Morris D. Forkosch of
New York is the attorney co-
operating with Albert Goldman,
Chicago labor attorney and at-
torney for Leon Trotsky during
the heaving of the Dewey Com-
mission in Mexico.

Malicious Slanders

that on 16 different occasions the
Daily Worker falsely and malici-
ously designated the plaintiffs
as “Trotskyite racketeers, gang-
sters, gunmen and associates of
the employers and the under-
world.” The plaintiffs assert that
the Stalinist Communists are in
a conspiracy to injure their re-
putation among the workers of
the whole countiy and particul-

Minneapolis labor leader. Corco-
ran was Secretary of the Joint
Council of the General Drivers
Union and was closely associated
with the plaintiffs. According to
the complaint the Communist
organ has in several articles in-
sinuated that the plaintiffs were
responsible for the murder. They
are specifically charged with be-
ing behind the trigger-men who
killed Corcoran.

G. P. U. Methods

Attorney Goldman stated that
“the Stalinists are transferring
their frame-up methods from
Moscow to the rest of the world.
The Moscow trials which have

France, Spain and now in the
United States. The disappearance

|of Juliet Poyntz, a former Com-

munist who broke with the Com-
munist Party, and the obvious

‘|unionists and opponents of the

defend all anti-Stalinist elements
in the labor
check the unbridled ferocity of
the Stalinists in thejr campaign

Unfold Pregram

(Continued from page 1)

the boss class and its .govern-
mental institutions. On the one
hand, the LaGuardia police break
strikes  so effectively that the
New York Post was able to re-

voiced today by the New York
Chamber of Commerce because of
their efforts to enforce the law
against illegal picketing.”

On the other hand, LaGuardia’s
relief bureaus break sit-ins of the
unemployed. They display anti-
union signs in the best mannev
of Ford and try to intimidate the
workless from joining the Work-

The bosses will try to keep pro-
fits up by cutting wages, laying
off workers, and securing reduc-
ed taxes. For the coming war

| Roosevelt is pzeparmg to spend

mto the poéketq of the arina-

1
In the complaint it is alleged ]

movement and will |

jal Communist Party

One In Six In N. Y.
Depend Upon Relief

One-sixth of the population
of New York City is depend- ||
ent on some form of relief,
according to the findings in a
survey quoted February 13 by
the New York Times.

Public assistance rolls em-
brace, according to the survey,

rising at the rate of 5,000 per
week.

This revealing  statistical
picture of ecapitalism in dec-

employed and unemployed, to
prevent the capitalists and
their government from load-
ing the burdens of the crisis
onto their backs—to fight for
socialism as the only way ont
of the blind alley of capital-

Rorty Gives
Stinging Reply
To “Writers”

Tells Few Home Truths

To Communist Stooge

Organization r
—_—

A stinging rvebuff to a well-
known Stalinist stooge organiza-
tion, the so-called League of
American Writers, has been de-
livered by James Rorty, promi-
nent radical author and journal-
ist and a member of the American

Committee for the Defense of
Leon Trotsky. .

signature of Donald Ogden Stew-
art, asking for answers to the]
following questions: “Are you
for, or
and Fascism?—Are you for,
are you against the legal govern-)
ment and the people of Republic-
an Spain.”

What He Wanted

“We desire,” said Stewart,
“to print your answers. We wish

is felt by the most sensitive ins-
truments of the national life, you-
American writers. Your verdict
has world importance.”

On February 4, Rorty veplied
as follows:

Since I have never been asked
to join the League of American
Writers, I must assume that I
do not come under your definition
of the'term ‘writer’ or ‘American

“Y am also for the legal govern-
ment of Republican Spain when,
as and if it opposes the unscrupul-
ous policies and actions of the

seriously disrupted and impaired

against the League of Amevrican
Writers, as now organized and
led, because I regard it as a typic-
‘innocent
club, and as such a fake and a
nuisance.

“If you use this letter in any
way, I must ask you to use it in
full. Incidentally, does it not
occur to you and your associates
that “when you .adopt the name
‘League of American Writers'

competence and integrity who
have devoted far more years than
you have to liberal and radical
struggles, simply because they
differ with the particular politic-
al faction that controls your or-
ganization, you are not merely
dishonest, but guilty of a .pro-
found disloyalty to the high tra-
dition of the writer’s craft?
“Truth and forthrightness ave

I doubt that you are enough of ||
a writer to understand that.
“Sincerely
(signed) “James Rorty.”

are you against Franco|
ory

the whole country to know what |-

: } Party Resolutions

' TRADE UNION MOVEMENT and the S.W.P.

- ist,”

The following is the third and last installment of
the resolution on the trade union question adopted
by the corvention of the Socialist Workers Party.

vironment in which our party has developed, it is nécessary to
emphasize a number of fundamental, clementary guiding lines
for our trade union work. .

The party is the leader and guide of all the work of its mem-

“mere trade union-
or forget the need of* imbuing the trade union movement
with a revolutionary political class consciousness. However, in
order effectively to pursue his work in the trade union move-
ment the revolutionist must understand kcenly the importance of
approaching his fellow’ unionists and their problems not so much
on the basis of his own consciousness and. experience, but rather
on the basis of the level of consciousness and the degree of cx-
perfence of the average trade unionist.

To. approach the trade unionist, trade union problems or ecven
the trade union leadership in exactly the same manner in which
onc political organization deals with a rival political organiza-
tion, would result in self-isolation. The revolutionist must be

work, the party member must. not become a

' conscious of his political role, but at the same timeé also of the

fact that he is dealing, in the first place, with trade union prob-
lems and with workers who have not as yet developed beyond a
trade union consciousness.

The excellent work which our comrades have already done in
various unions shows the vast, untapped possibilities for parti-
cipation in the class struggle and recruitment to the revolutionary
party which are opened up before us by a scrious and system-
atic work in the trade unions. '

Serious, Responsible Approach Needed

A serious approach to the trade unions and their problems,
and not a hyper-critical one, is the need; a responsibie attitude
toward the work of building the trade unions and our influence
within them, and not a lightminded, “experimental” one; an
attitude of methodical, patient enlightenment of the politically
undeveloped worker on the basis of his day to day experiences
in the unions and in the class struggle, and not a supercilious,

“high-political ™ approach to him.

crisis or decline. Strikes, and victorious ones, are possible even
under such difficult circumstan;:es; only, it is more important
than ever that they be carefully organized, the moment and the
place deliberately chosen, and the struggle conductd in the most
militant and determined manneg. In this connection it is im-

portant to be aware of the danger of strikes or’other attions -

confined to small minorities, harmful in general, and always

© tending to degenerate into adventuristic movements which only
" antagonize the bulk of the organized workers.

The sit-down strike is not a universal substitute for the classic
form of strike action (quitting the plant, mass picket line, etc.),

- but it is indubitably a proved contribution to proletarian tactics

and an effective weapon in their struggle. Its initiation and
extension are a tribute to the resourvcefulness of the proletariat
in finding new and powerful methods of fighting its class op-
pressors. It has served, moreover, the important end of break-
ing down an awesome respect for bourgeois private property
which the ruling class instills in the proletariat from its child-
It is our duty to defend this weapon against all

We judge its feasibility on the same
tactics in strikes:

all times and in all cases.
general considerations which determine our

" géneral objective conditions, the state of the union, mood of the
* membership, position of the employers and the state, possibilities

* coming period the slogan of: Workers’

of achicving the objective, etc., ctc.

down strike scems to be one of the main indicated means of mass

control of production!
The deepening of the present crisis will push this slogan to the
foreground and, properly directed by the revolutionary party,
it may become the decisive popular slogan with the masses of
the workers and above all the militant trade unionists.

and the trade union bureaucrats. On their lips, this opposition

At the same time, it is necessary to point out that, as a rule,
any attempt by a small minority in a given plant or ihdustry to
impose a. sit- down strike upon the big majority of the workers
involved, without consulting them or obtaining their agrec-
ment, or at a time when the majority of the workers either
have not acute grievances or are not as yet conscious of them—
will lead inevitably to a reaction against sit-down strikes, ordin-
ary strikes and even unionism in general on the part of the more
undeveloped workers.

A serious and responsible attitude in this question is absolutely
While we do not join in the reactionary chorus of

jgnores the legitimate demands and grievances-of the workers—

and while we remain steadfastly on the side of any group of
workers once they are engaged in a struggle with the capitalist
class or any section of it, wé are conscious of the vesponsibility
that reposes upon us as a vanguard force, and therefore counsel
agamst the ‘indiscriminate ov promiscuous use of the sit-down

‘sales tax passed by a votc of

2, ooo Storm Philadelphia Gity Hall

ments, a ‘soak-the- p001 mea-

merchants stormed the City
Hall on Saturday, January 29,
to protest the two per cent

The Socialist Wovkers Party
joined in ‘the protest against
the sales tax, issuing leaflets
explaining the basic - reason .

15 to 7 in the currupt boss-

et f om “Pro Labor _goyern-, tvranny"'
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strike into which workers are often provoked by the brutal ex-
p]oitatio\n to which they are subjected by the employers.

For Democratic Union Control

[ 1,255,000 of New York’s 7,- - v
: MINNEAPOLIS — With_ one . 470,000 men, women - and | . . . ; . The* same general propositions hold true of so-called “un-
‘clean sweep, progressive slates Charging that the Daily Work- || children and the number is . Preciscly because of the intensely political and polemical en- authorized” strikes. The left wing strives at all times to ob-

tain the maximun amount of support, both from the officialdom
of its own union and from working class organizations as a

whole, for all the actions which it advocates, strikes included. -

We oppose the burecaucratic conception that the calling of strikes

the strike weapon by the rank-and-file, vested, in the first place,
in the hands of the local and district unions and in the shop
committees which must be set up everywhere and which must
have the most immediate charge of protecting the interests of
the workers and enforcing the provisions of any agreement enter-
ed into between the ‘employcrs and the employees.

While taking proper cognizance of the fact that the rules of
many trade unions require official permission from the interna-
tional officials before a strike may be called, and orienting our-
selves accovdingly, we cannot ignore the fact that the interna-
tional officialdom of the various unjons are not only opposed,
generally speaking, to the use of the strike weapon, but sabot-
age it when it is employed. Situations are therefore quite con-
¢eivable in which the only way the rank-and-file can obtain legal
permission for a strike at certain times is by forcing the hand
of the officialdom by what the latter often start by condemning
as an “outlaw” strike.

The Immediate Tasks of the Party

The party sets itself the ¥Yollowing immediate tasks fol its
work in the trvadc unions. '

The immediate registering of all party and YPSL menmbers
in order to have a complete record of the trade or profession of
each member, union affiliation or eligibility, position in the trade
union, etc. ete.

Every effort must be made immediately to have every eligible
non-trade unionist in the party join the union of his trade ov
industry and take an active part in its life.

Wherever two or more members of the party and the YPSL
belong to the same union, they are to constitute themselves a
party trade union fraction, to work under the direction of the
trade union department of the party.

The need of a nationally connected left wing-in the American
trade union movement is the most urgent problem in that field
today. None cxists at the present time, since the old left wing
movement organized by the Communist Party has been com-
pletely liquidated and dissolved into the trade union bureaucracy.

form of the class struggle, the trade union movement in this
country is doomed to the demoralizing etfects of class collabora-
tionism and the dead-hand control of the reactionary union bu-
reaucracy. Our party must take the leadership in organizing
and integrating nationally the left wing movement.

Where such groups do not yet exist, we must take the initia-
tive in forming them on the widest possible basis compatible
with the formation of a genuinely progressive movement having
a basically class struggle platform. Progressive groups should
be conceived of not only as fields of recruitment for the revolu-
tionary party, but as the means for setting in motion the largest
nuniber of yworkers at a given time for the advancement of a
left wing position and a left wing leadership. It is not a pre-

: nop ; . Befor .. |been designated a frame-up by~ Dear Mr. Stewart: hood onward. g sU
: Zg,ic (l;otve?imtm leﬁznnso';) tﬁgmt?:lgz plﬁssenlt)sef\;];iol’y ﬂinti %'VX'O'("’O " |the Dewey Commission have been “I take it my name got | attempts to suppress, discredit or outlaw it. This does not sig- condition for our participation that from the outset we have the
=G ‘u a 0 I N 8 X wn o memboers, N - e Lol on t . N . TR l .« . . —
union movement the decisive voice Jand the companies still hold to followed by a wave of terror in your mailing list by mistake. nify that we advocate the indiscriminate use of the sit- down a leadership of such groups, but it is an absolutely minimum con

dition thal we have the right to advocate and defend our own
position in the ranks of the general progressive group.

Platform of the Left Wing

* The left wing movement should stand on the following general

system of group rights in the union such as prevails, for example

. Union officials haile P L o ) against Franco and Fascism.
_ Demands To Be Madc ing a5 aovjcctlodr; lflsll ng,}thé ?1561 ;?]trfl]];nc;ffflln;e must be exceed- Al ) et action—by virtue of the seizure of the plants and their fe)g- i the International Typographical Union.
. . . . ~ L . & X 11, »Y S ‘aseist N ol R R R . .
The committee of unionists|policy of maintaining wage- “I hope that this suit will help watnst Hascist Methods porary control by workers’ committees—for realizing in the For the normal functioning of all unions and against bureau-

cratically appointed organizers aund leaderships such as prevail
in most of the "Organizing Committees” of the C.I.0. For
immediate holding of conventions, adoption of constitution and
policies, and democratic sclection of the lcadership.

: Communist Party of Spain, which . .y

- rav s fi to rule or ruin the labor ve- : Y ’ “or > sh 1 1 sk tt 5 ‘oughout K

councils, ete. Murray Batisficd ment.” gz)]&ilaln deeclaredl me uses fascist methods (murder We reject contemptuously the arguments against the sit- down throil rh:ﬁ op Sttew:l;;edan](ntzmﬁ\C(‘:?:Zile; uer?losg:tcm throughou E:
The net result of the abov Expressing  his  satisfaction ’ ] and slandey) and has already | strikes advanced by the government authorities, the employers e industries, integ tne

Against any attempt to "idcorporate” the trade unions, agamst

1§b¢ff" in Minnesota in a stronger contracts, Philip Murray, chaii- WAA Pln res : the unily and the morale of the | g simply one way of formulating their oppositon.to strikes in all “government regulation” .01' the trade umons,. and in general,
position than ever, and to assure b, op 4y, S.W.0.C., stated: 0 Slves Spanish workers. "I am, finallyy" oonoral, as well as to all militant mass action of the workers. against all attempts to deprive the unions of their complete class :

" independence by subordinating them to the apparatus of the gov-
ernment, - which is only a machme for defending the mterests
of the capitalist class.

For the defense against the government, the employers and
the trade union bureaucracy of the vital weapon of the strike,
including the sit-in strike. -

into industrial unions.
Against high initiation fees and prohibitive dues systems, es-

pecially in, the present period of unemployment and  crisis.

Union Must Defend Unemployed |

TFor the defense by the trade unions of the interests of the un-
employed. For the organization of the unemployed by the trades
unions themselves.  For the affiliation in a body of the unem-
ployed workers of a given trade or industry to the f‘ouespondin'g

union, and for full rights of voice and vote for those workers ‘on

all questions directly affecting them and their speeific problems
(the system employed by project workers associated with the
Teamsters’ Union in Minneapolis).

‘¢came one of the main props we ‘have to announce the |ers’ Alliance. the very source spring of the sure and the clubs of the cops For special attention to the defefise of the rights and interests
for food collections during the death of Comrade. Evelyn As the depression deépens, the jwriter’s profession. You have PHILADELPHIA-_T“’G“W who  broke up the demomtld- : of the young werkers and apprentices, and for the annulmenf
. :May and July strikes and re- Gordon, a member of the |gouble attack will grow sharper. |fouled that spring, but frankly thousand workers and small tion. ; of the exceptional legislation against them now existing in the

urions, which prevents them from participating in the tlade‘
union movement and its struggles with full rights.

In order that these tasks may be carried out in a systematie,
cfficient and centralized manner, the convention instructs the
incoming National Executive Commlttee of the party to estab-

Geéneral Drivers Union, - to- | ‘already an old battler for fhe: close- to two billion dollars, a fat, — — 1] controlled city council. After|for such taxes and calling for | )
‘.gether Wlth a. lalge gie;lega- i .CF\US,e of Soéxal m,_her 1e001d"-f slice of whlch wxll gy dn‘ectly- ‘mns "of additional unemployed }months of .fake promlses, the: workers actipn” to énd . salesm lish -1mmed1ate1y a regular Trade Umon Department with a res- :
: Ve \attended 4 2 " ‘ a-nd "bhelr dependents he, asks: orkers got what they always ['taxes; unemp]oyment ahd bossl-_ " Ponsible and functioning: Trade Union Secretary The National - .

i EXecutave C()mmxttee of. the YPSL. shall appoint a, A -

Without a left wing movement, standing on the militant plat-:

For the amalgamation of all craft unions in a given industry -

ad

i ists and theid fronts who have Minneapolis’ largest union filed || line points the urgent need bers in the trade unions. Without party leadership and guidance . . e
F i ; . : . o R ) . L S is the exclus ‘erogativ 3 internati i i
__long been striving to split and suit this week in the Federal || for organization and militant | all trade union work inevitably degenerates into opportunism -ivben utm((;:slr:/e]p\;(;logdatl\etﬂoftlthe v?gLeingtlonal qfﬁc1als of a i

“raid established unions in the Court of the Southern District|| action by the werkers, both and becomes a hindvance to revolutionary progress. In his mass g , and advocate the widest democratic control of A

't 3 c i iti chi NEW YORK.—Big Steel last|arly of Minmneapolis. : ¢ The present period also calls for a hi hl responsible attitude . .
v:ﬁ?(fnn;hih?ie’lrewg;nteglctellisl;hgtyicgl)ll; week . renewed its agreement 'I):he suit is ap divect result of Occasion for the vebuff was| i gpe K;my que[;uon of sntl\es in geneil yand r;Oartlculauly sit- Where no union exists for a given trade or industry, in a
~ feversed an earlier indorsement |With the Steel Workers Orvganiz-\ipe killing on November 17 of }?alﬁgci{farthlstt?ic;ssssg ;n 312 down strikes. It is imperative to combat the defeatist, reformist glvurtl] locality, our c]:omlades must take the initiative in organiz-
. of the jury report made by the|IDg Committee of the C.1.0., g4 year, of Patrick J. Corcoran, | . ... ae N _1 propaganda that strikes are impossible in a period of economic ing the unorganizec |
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 mocrats and “progressive Min- |of U.S. Steel.  Union officials ¢ purpose of ‘11)1.1)IIC-aPIHg anti- think it is sufficiently well known | . strike has, however, : ore significant 1galnst L.]abs CO.”“ orabion an for a policy of class struggle. §
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state, concluded. ) Trotskyists but all honest: trade publican Spain in ‘heir struggle right of private property in the means of production, the sit- in the International Ladies Garment Workers Union, and for the
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. life of union members, were ig- |port February 1, that “praise, for X Aimperative. 5 : s Against the dropping of unemployed members from the rolls 3
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‘vital questions put to her

February 19, 1938
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SOCIALIST APPEAL ~ ~

Jury To Get

New FactsIn
Rubens Case

‘Carlo Tresca Will Bare
Significant Links In
Moscow Frame-Up

BY JUNIUS

-A variety of devclopments dur-
ing the past week, confirming
our earlier predictions, have lift-
ed the Robinson-Rubens .mystery
to a new level and have exposed

still further the systematic cha- |

racter of the frame-up methods
employed by the Stalinist inter-
national to discredit its political
opponents and drive the U.S.A.
into war with. Japan,

1. The G. P. U., after two
months of “sweating” Ruth Marie
Rubens, got her into line suf-
ficiently to be able to show her
to U.S. Embassy officials in the
presence of a group of G.P.U.
agents. These officials were per-
mitted to ask after her health
and to be told that she desired
no legal counsel or other assis-
stance. No questioning was al-
lowed regarding the circum-
stances of her arrest, ‘past act-
ivities, or the movements of Do-
nald L. Robinson, her supposed
husband, which were the usual
ones of a G.P.U. agent.

Duranty On the Job

2. The G.P.U., through Walter
Duranty, New York Times cor-
respondent and cover-up journal-
ist for Stalin, has begun 'a cam-
paign to sell the Robinson-Rubens
frame-up to the American public,
which has been highly skeptical
of Moscow’s hints that these G.
agents are “Trotskyite-
Bukharinite-fascist™ agents of
the Rome-Berlin-Tokio axis.

His first contribution was an
“imaginative” account of the
interview between Muys. Rubens
and the Embassy representatives
in which he described how the G.,
P.U. inquisitors had established
their “moral ascendancy” over
the woman and thus bent her to
their will. All that he succeeded
in 1evealmg was the extent’ of
Stalin’s “moral ascendancy” over
Duranty.

Duranty, whe: has- frequently
veferred his readers to Dostoiev-
sky as a guide to an understand-
ing of Stalin’s Russia, now adds
Freud as an additional indispen-
sable reference for an under-
standing of the methods of the

"G.P.U.

There was frightful truth in
his “imaginary” account of how
Mrs. Rubens looked fearfully at
her G.P.U. captors before dar-
ing to answer the pertinent and
by
Henderson. But Duranty breezily
explained it all as “moral ascen-
daney.”

Tresca Issues Statement

3. A sensational statement
concerning the Juliet Stuart
Poyntz case was made by Carlo
Tresca, anarchist and outstand-
ing TItalian anti-fascist ‘in this
country. Tresca charged publicly
that the disappearance of Miss
Poyntz is connected with the Ro-
binson-Rubens-G.P.U frame-up.
He has volunteered details -and
been subpoenaed to appear before
a Federal Grand Jury. When the
appearance was postponed Mon-
day, Tresca, who was a member
of the Dewey Commission on the
Moscow trials, issued the follow-
1ng statement to the press:

“I regret the postponement of
my appearance before the Grand
Jury in the Robinson passport
fraud matter. You know I am not
permitted to reveal what I in-
tend to say to the Grand Jury.
Last week 1 charged publicly
that a Russian secret police agent
made off with- Miss Poyntz. She’
has not appeared since, nor has

"Held By Stalin

Mrs. MARIE RUBENS

charge. Moreover, her attorney
has’ belatedly conceded that my
charge is not impossible. It is
more than that. It is true.

Epstein Kéeps Silent

‘same term to Herbert

the Communist Party cited a
single fact to cast doubt on my

I have been asked repeatedly
whether the man I accusc is the
one named in an article in-a New
York newspaper, Shachno Ep-
stein, former editor of a Com-
munist paper here. If 1 had want-
ed to tell the man’'s name to the
press, I would have done so. 1
will tell his name to the Grand
Jury. I can add nothing publicly
at this time. I can only say that,
as far as I know, Shachno Ep-
stein has not filed any libel suits
or even protested.

“We are on the trail of people
who know important relevant
facts. One is an American agent
of the G.P.U., who, before be-
ing sent from Moscow to Bar-
celona, where he played a role
in the murder of my dear com-
rade, Professor Camillo Berneri,
sterling anti-fascist and anarch-
ist philosopher and educator,
spent a term in a Danish prison
after being convicted as a Rus-
sian spy. His name is George
Mink. He is a New York Com-
munist Party functionary. Iis
past is a matter of public record.
He and others of his stripe whom
we are seeking could cast light
on the Poyntz affair.

Conspiracy Under Way

“We are not dealing with a
petty passp01t fraud, but with
a conspiracy originating in Mos-
cow, in which that fraud is a
mere link. The object is the stag-
ing of a Moscow frame-up trial,
designed to stimulate war fever
here through a spy scare, and
thus drive this country toward
war for Stalin’s benefit.

“We are going to get to the
bottem of the Robinson-Rubens-
Poyntz-G.P.U. case and'expose
the war-mongering conspirators
and their master in the Kremlin.”

Panic-stricken by the revela-
tions concerning Stalin’s latest
frame-up, the Daily Worker has
denounced Tresca as a Japanese-
Fascist spy and has applied the
Solow, a
journalist who ran a series of
articles in the New York Sun
last week exposing the details of
the Rubens conspiracy.

Beard Slandered

It has also made insinuations
against Dr. Charles A. Beard, ad-
vocate of an “isolationist”™ pro-
gram in foreign affairs, who re-
cently attacked the Roosevelt-
Browder big navy program, by
suggesting that Beard’s attitude
springs from his Japanese con-
nections, i.e., the fact that he
served the Tokio municipality
after the great carthquake in
1923 as an expert on municipal
government reform.

And, of course, the time-honoy-
ed gangster methods of the Sta-
linists are being brought into
play to prevent the truth reach-
ing the light. A witness support-
ing Tresca’s charges this wetk
received anonymous threats over
the telephone from a pay station.

Our Financial

revolutionist.

tlcal action by giving financial

by the war. It has appealed to

An appeal is going out to all
for the Chinese revolutionists.

To sympathisers who will be »

\ Yerk City.

Communist League of China Needs

China’s struggle against the invading legions of Japanese im-
perialism is the concern of every worker and, above all, of every

. Sympathy with China's stluggle can be translated into prac-

" Chinese section of the Fourth International.

. The Communist League of China, hounded by the Kuomintang
and its Stalirist allies, has been plunged into a financial crisis

| aid in continuing and extending its work and thereby discharging
its great 1evolutiona1y responsibilities.

The party looks for a quick and
génerous response from every member able to contribute.

peal we ask for a similar response.
Send in ydur contribution-—large or small—and send it in now,
addressed to the Socialist Appeal,

1. Act at.once to help keep aloft the revolutlonary bannel of the_
| Four th Internatxonal in Chma' 5

Aid On Firing Line

agg;é

support—badly needed—to the

the “Socialist Workers Party for

party branches to collect funds

eached only by the Socialist Ap-

Workers Must Rally Around Beal

BULLETIN!

In order to “cut through all secondary and ex-
trancous questions and focus atténtion on the sim-
ple but paramount issue of civil liberties,” Fred
Beal has decided to drop the fight against his ex-
tradition and surrender to the authorities of North
Carolina, The Non-Partisan Defense Committee

nine-year-old jail sentence.

The State of North Carolina has sent its repre-
sentatives to.Massachusetts to press for the extra-
dition of I'red Beal, Jeader of the famous Gastonia
textile workers’ sfrike, who wias framed-up on a
murder charge and sentenced to a 20-year term
in prison. The textile barons want their pound
of flesh. They cannot forgive Beal for trying to
organize their slaves. Their state government is

Jright on the job, demanding of the Massachusetts

iauthorities that their victim be surrenderved.
Father Edmud A. Walsh, Dean of Georgetown
University School of Foreign Service, notorious
Jesuit enemy of the Soviet Union, made a public
attack on the defense efforts being made to save
Beal from prison. Speaking before the Boston
League of Catholic Women, Walsh declared (ac-
cording to the Boston Daily Record of January 31,
1938) that “the same radical group who defended

1Sacco and Vanzetti will attempt to make an issuc

of Beal’'s case and agitate against his extradition
to North Carvolina.”

C. P. Sabotaging Defense

A press release of the Non-Partisan Committee
for the Defense of Fred Beal reports that “at
the same time active Communists, Art Shields
apd William F. Dunne, of the Communist Party’s
International Labor Defense organization, - have
brought pressure to bear on Professor Albert
Sprague Coolidge of Harvard Aniversity and
Miss Jessica Henderson of Boston, the two gua-
rantors of Beal's bail bond, urging them to with-
draw their support of Beal, but have failed in
that. Various members of the Non-Partisan Com-
mittee for the defense of Fred Beal have received
messages sceking to intimidate them into abandon-
ing the defense.”

The Committee further reminds us of a pamph-
let entitled “Gastonia—the Citadel of the Class
Struggle in the South,” written in 1929 by the
same William F. Dunne, at a time when Fred Beal
was still a member of the Communist Party.

will continue the fight there for reversal of Beal's.

| of every honest Iliberal,

To Fight Sabotage of His Defense

Dunne wrote:

“An -attempt was made to ]vnd1 Fred Beal.
Every method was tried to arousc the populace to
a murdercus frenzy.... It is the task now-—and
a task needing -the greatest energy and speed——
to rally the whole American labor movement and
the whole working class in a solid battle line
which will stand between these workers and their
would-be executioners, a battle line which will op-
pose an unbreakable front and advancing ranks
to the murderous offensive of the textile barons,
their government and the capitalist class as a
whole.” i

Only Orne Change

Since that was written, only one thing has
changed: Ired Beal quit the Communist Party
and, after his veturn from Russia, became a critic
of the Stalinist regime. The frame-up is the same;
the “would-he executioners™ are the same; it is
still true that, as Dunne wrote ninc years ago,
the ~actual reason for the attempt to railroad
these workers [Beal and his comrades] to the
electric chair and to long terms in the penitentiary
is that they organized the National Textile Work-
ers Union and led a strike of workers in the Loray
Mill—the stronghold of the cotton textile industry
in the South.”

But another change has taken place. In 1929,
the Communist Palty was in the vanguard of the
defense of Beal. In 1938, the C.P. and its dege-
nerate agent Dunne are in the \anguaxd of the
cops and jailers!

“Put him in prison!”
jailers.
< “Withdraw his bail!” cry the jailers’ asastams,
Dunne, Shields and Browder.

cry the North Carolina

What M,ust Be Done

“Surround Beal with an iron wall of working
class solidarity! Defend this vietim of a capitalist
frame-up from the textile barons’ prisons! Shield
him from the North Carolina jailers and their
depraved assistants of the Communist Party! —
those arc the battle-cries of every honest worker,
of every decent person
who is revolted by the infamous attempt the Sta-
linist dicks, and their allies, the Southern sheriffs
and the Jesuit reaction, are making to railroad
an upright, fearless member of the working class

to twenty years in a capitalist dungeon.

The American Committee for
the Defense of Leon Trotsky has
just made public three replies
sent to Mr. Corliss Lamont, sec-
retary.of - the Friends of the So-|
viet Union, in answer to a circu-
lar letter he had mailed to mem-

.cateurs. ...

Littlepage ‘Evidence’ Boomerang
Against Communists, Lamont Finds'

Watchers? Let's call them spies
or agent-provocateurs. Because— ||
Oh! yes, because—when you have
‘watchers’ you have agent-provo-

“I thought you were sendmg

(4

British Dockmen w
Stop Japan Cargo

- Like others at Middles-
brough and London, British
stevedores at Southampton,

England, refused last week to
handle 22 bhales of Japanese
cotton goods which had arriv-
T édProm New York  6f the'
| liner Berengaria. The Associat- -

Tdwelling units:

116 Umver51ty Place, New {.

vers of the American Committee
in the hope of having them dis-
cociate themselves from the Com-
mittee and from the Dewey In-
quiry Commission and its report.
The vain hope of Lamont was
based on an article on Soviet
industrial sabotage written for
the Saturday Evening Post by a
Mr. Littlepage, American en-
gineer who worked in Russia for
several years. In the article,
which was sent to all American
Committee members, Littlepage,]
obviously a red-baiter, denounces
all “Communists” as sabotagers
and wreckers by their very poli-
Jjeal nature. In this category he
also includes the present rulers
of the Soviet Union.

Whitewash “Witness”

"This i1s the new
whom the secretary of the
Friends of the G.P.U. produced
in an attempt to whitewash the
assassins  who framed-up the
Moscow Trials! "

In his veply to Lamont, Nox-

“witness”

man Thomas wrote: “The Dewey
Committee, which considering
all the circumstances seems to

me to have done a very fine piece
of work, was concerned with the
charges against Trotsky, not all
the charges made in Russia, and
I do not think its findings part-
icularly affected one way or the
other by such proof as the
Saturday Evening Post article
offers concerning sabotage.”

A stinging reply by Carlo
Tresca, editor of Il Martello,
anarchist weekly, declared:

Littlepage’s Testimony

"You must have thought of Mr,
Ford, the LaFollette Committee
and the deplorable
system practised in some Ameri-
can industries, when you came
across phrases like this in M.
Littlepage’s article:

* “The police department of the
Commissariat of the Interior has
its representatives in every So-
viet factory, farm, mine and in-
stitution, who keep busy looking
out for potential or actual wreck-
ers, and organize a whole army
of amateur spies to assist them.
In fact, so many people in. Soviet
institutions are busy watching
producers_toﬁ see that they be-
|have properly that I suspect theve
are more watchers than there are
producers.’

“What do you expect, my deal‘

Corliss, .from a country where
,fyou find more watchers than pro-“_r»

|tional labor secretary of the So-|
cialist Party, wrote back to La-

| weapon of sabotage, that pavti-
espionage |

me a piece from a respectable
bourgeois magazine to give evi-
dence that Trotsky is guilty. I
can’t find in it a word suggesting
that Trotsky participated in sa-
botage in Russia.

“Are you, my dear
getting to be such a dumb tool
of Stalin that you O.K. articles
without reading them?” &

Trager’s Reply

Frank N. Trager, former na-

mont, saying that “as a friend
of the Soviet Union—as therefore
a sympathizer to Communism,
may I say to you that support
you give to such a witness as
Littlepage is comparable to sup-
port of a Lusk Committec ox a]
Hague. No socialist could nor
should any ‘sympathizer who is
really anxious to defend thc So-
viet .Union, accept and publicize
the testimony of a man who says:

“‘Now, sabotage is a familiar
Communist weapon in every
country; industrial sabotage in
he United States can usually be
craced to Communists or people
who think like Communists. It
is hardly surprising that some
Communists should use this same
weapon in Russia, once they have
decided that the existing regime
does not satisfy their own pe-
culiar notions.

Reason For Sabotage

“‘As 1 see it, the reason or-
ganized sabotage has proved far
more effective in Russia than
anywhere else is that Commun-
ists occupy most of the highest
places in Russian industry....’

“This in effect argues that
Communism as such utilizes the

cular events traceable to sabo-
tage are usually perpetrated in
Russia as well. in the United
States by Communists. In fact
the more Communists about, the
more frequently does sabotage
result.

“This is the ‘philosophy’ or pro-
fession of faith of your witness.

Corliss, |

ed Press  said the shipment
would probably have to be re-
turned to New York.

The workers require little
persuasion to act against the
Japanese imperialists, but they
need to be given a lead. It is
high time the maritime unions
and the longshoremen went
into action in this country,
both to prevent Japanese goods
from being landed here and
to stop our own ruling class
from aiding the Japanese im-
perialists with munitions and
suppliesd '

Revolutionists and left-wing
groupings in these unions
must give the workers a lead.
LLet us act NOW,

4

Dock Strike Ends
With Gains In PR

The six-week dock strike that
stopped all cargo to and from
Puerto Rico ended on Ichbruary
10, when the shipowners agreed
to accept the arbitration plan
proposed Dby Governor Winship
nd previously accepted by the
trikers. The longshoremen went
back to work for 40 cents an
hour (the rate was 32 cents be-
fore the strike), the final wage
to be determined by the avbitra-
tion board appointed by the Go-
vernor.

The outcome of the strike was
a victory for C.1.0. and A.F.
of L.
the strikers, the longshoremen,
belong to the Free Federation of
Labor, affiliated with the A.F.
of L., while the clerks, checkers
and watchmen were recently or-
ganized by the C.I.0., which
gave leadership to the strike. The
crews aboard the ships, members
of the C.1.0. National Maritime
Union, wmade the tie-up comp-
letely effective by refusing to
handle cargo.

Does he come into court with
clean hands? Is he a credible
witness to be accepted Ry F.S.

—and regret, sir, that you see
fit to popularize an utterly un-
worthy testimony from a man who
by his open and frank statement
is our class enemy.”

ROOM FOR RENT
Modern conveniences, includ-
ing phone; reasonable. Trol-
leys, subways. Phone Glen-

U.’ers and socialists? 1 deny it|{:

more. 2-3153, eall mornings or {{

Do you Know Alice?
Wait until youn see our Alice.
HE’'S A RIOT!

“Alice Thru ‘The Thermidor™
A musical farce.

Given by The Upnner West Side
this Saturday, February 19th
916 9th Ave.,, (near 58th St.)

Dancing and Drinks of course.

| private interests.

‘cooperation. The bulk of

FATRP

Faces Old Charge |

FRED BEAL

NO SOLUTION
PROVIDED IN
HOUSING BILL

Act Filled With Jokers
Offers No Aid To
Millions

By JOHN FREDERICKS

The long awaited passage ol
the National Housing Act has
taken place and Franklin D.
Roosevelt has signed it, making.
it law. Prom the favorable pub-
licity that the Act has receivec
at the hands of the capitalist’
press, the workers have been lec,
to believe that lasting benefits-
will result from its being: put intc
operation. _
The bill, however, is a sham
from beginning to end. This car
be seen from a brief analysis
of the situation we face and thc |
solution offered by the Act.

Shortage of Homes

There is at the present time an’
acute shortage of homes fo
workers amounting to hetweer.
one, and one and one-half million
In addition t
this there ave between one anc’
one-half and two millipn dwell-
ings now in use that are unfi
for human habitation. The Hous-
ing Act, in order to remedy this
situation, would have to provide
new homes for between five anc
eight million persons.

It would also have to remove
from active renting the two mil-
lion condemned buildings now
standing in the slums. It will
be seen that the Act will not’

touch the problem when it is
realized that the Government)
will do no actual building or

tearing down itself, but will only
make funds available for other
groups to work with. There will
be no slums eliminated as a re-
sult of this bill because private
owners will refuse to destroy
property that is profitable to
them.

If the worker
home under the Housing Act, he
will have to buy one already
built or hire someonc to build a
home for him. But first he must
bhave the sum of $600 in cash—
o he gets no home. The number:
of slum dwellers who have this

wanls a new

few and far between.
ers’ only other course under the
Act will be to rent a home.

Another Catch

Here we run into another of
he Act's catches. © The large-
scale apartment houses will be
built, owned and operated by
The Act pro-
vides that a private capitalist,
or group, may borrow money
from - the government twenty
times the amount he is willing to
invest himself. In other words,
he can borrow $2,000,000 provid--
ing he is willing to invest $100,-
000 himself. The only evidence
of good faith s that he must
shew that he has started build-
ing operations.

The result of this policy will
be the passing out of large sums
of money to speculative builders,
who will slap up flimsy build-
ings; at high rents, and then milk-
the tenants for the vest of their
lives. It will not
proper housing  or low vents.
which is ‘what the workers need.

building trades must be cut down.
Evéry effort in the dirvection of

e

‘ ROOM WANTED )
| “Young man would like to share
room, apa.r'tme’nt _or studio
‘w1th ‘congenial * soul Wrzte

{ see Ben’ Herman at Y.P.S.L./
ofﬁca _

) ‘%ocmlv;t Appeal

sistance on the part of thg wmk
\81%

I Phe Act will cause more harm
| than good to the workers in the
long run.

sum tucked up their sleeve are,
The work- |

guarantee.

In fact, the workers have cause
1for alarm because of Roosevelt's
threat that the labor costs of the

cuts must be met with stern re-

1t opens the road w1de'.'
{to c1edxt expansmn of the wo:tsi-' I

Walter (DostoieVsky) Duranty Reports for Du_t'yv

In recent years Duranty’s journeys to Moscow coincided

sensational
Moscow frame-ups were staged, Duranty just happened to bé
there, with handy references to Dostoievsky to explain every-
Duranty’s latest appearance in Moscow is providing him’
with an oppmtumty to do more

with

thing.

Vyshinsky’s

enigma—regarding which,

SOVIET UNION NOTES
1§l Duranty “Explains” USSR Economic Crisis
1 Like Purges —By Concealing Facts

And Belittling Seriousness.

‘By JOHN G. WRIGHT

developments there. When the

“explaining”
" justice,”

incidentally, his reticence for

whole months was as mysterious as that of the G.P.U.

Duranty Tries to Minimize the Crisis

To account for a grave decline in such key industries as
steel, coal, and trans portatlon Duranty begins by qualifying. it

merely as a
productlon norms”

that is

fact,

for

“not unprecedented”
merit attention.”
“objectively speaking,”
For, according to optxmlstxc Walter,
the decline is

1eces'51on ‘and a government reduction of “daily
a procedure, if you were to believe Duranty,
but only “sufficiently unusual to

Nothing serious, you understand. In point of
one of the prime reasons

(N. Y. Times. February 9.)

have reported in the Socialist' Appeal, and as is apparent from
cven a cursory reading of the Soviet Press? Pish and piffle,
implies Duranty. The lathes and niachines have mevely “aged.”

And adds:

“In the circumstances it is not surprising that they

have aged rapidly—the wonder is that they stand up at all,”
From Duranty’s own report it appears that imports of
machinery from abroad have had to be resumed “in a big way”
In an attempt to remedy this grave condition. The population
is suffering, among other things, from a shortage of butter,
which is being exported to pay for machinery. “The Russians:

are grumbling.....

from Leningrad to Rostov and from Moscow

to Sverdlovsk.”

But Duranty has a simple formula with which to dismiss

this “trifle.” Says he:

prefer
“simple”

"

Duranty, you will observe, is as

speak for the preferences of the German people, declaring they,
for their part, prefer guns to butter.

Duranty Falsifies Statistics‘

Against this background of facile and dishonest explana-
tions, Duranty proceeds to juggle with official statistics, and as
a result conveys the impression that the actual’ drop was not
so serious after all. For instance, he reports the cut in norms
for steel as being from 57 ;900 tons daily in December to 57 ,000
tons in January; and in coal a cut from 403, 500 to 385,200 tons.

All he *

‘forgets ™

to do is to report that there were two cuts in

January, and that the figures he cites were mamtamed only for
the first few days in that month. For the greater part of January
the official norm for coal was set at 884 ,000 tons, while for steel
the norm was cut to 54,700 tons, i.e., almost fou1 times the cut
reported by Duranty.

But the

slickest stunt Duranty pulls is in

“repor tmg the

actual output attained. In this sphere he prefers to use “percent-

~ages,’

percent.”

and «rl]bly reports an “average production of 90 péb cént.? i
After all, you see, all that is mvolved here is a mere lag of “10 i

According to official Soviet figures the production in

steel has been averaging only 50,000 tons daily; in coal 360,000;-
and in car loadings around 75,000 (as against the original Dlan

of 95,000).

The decline has been most catastrophic in railways. Duranty

" prefers to overlook this item as due to “seasonal® factors,’
though the Soviet press has been filled with
over the situation. We have aheady cited in this column nurmer- -

ous passages

“alarm signals™

from Pravda in this connection. We hmlt ourselves

to one additional quotation from that paper, which prints a dis-
patch relating to the bleakdown of the important Stalinsk rail-
way and charges that the failure of the key station on ‘that
road has practically closed down the metallurgi¢ plants in the

South. According to this dlspatch

“No one Here even bothers

to consider the fact that because of the poor functioning of the
station the furnaces are not operating and entire branches of

metallurgical plants are not working at full capacity.”

January 31.)

Crisis Sha_rper Than O_fﬁt:iais Admit

Qn the

basis of Duranty’s dispatch we can state W1th

certainty that the economic erisis is far glavel thah could have
been gathered from the official statistics, even taking into con-

sideration their

notoriously falsified character. For one thing

this can be eéstablished from the fact that Duranty cvades men-
tioning ‘those aspects which the Soviet press itself has been
drumming on. (He does not even breathe a word about the dif-
ficulties in spring sowing!) On the other hand, Duranty implies

that even fulther cuts are to be expected. He states that the

import of machines and equipment will be increased in the future,
and ‘indicates that Soviet industry is almost entirely without

reserves

“to cover breakage repairs and replacements—for which
they are now paying the price.”

Ominous words indeed! Further-

more, his dispatch makes public a crisis in precisely those key .
industries —01] and steel—in which the official press has been

claiming °

SuCCebSQS

of late. If Duranty has been permitted to

prick the bubble of Stalinist claims on the eve of the third Five-
Year Plan, it-is only because the raling clique seeks to prepare

public oponion for a slight “

recession.” The job of Stalin’s ace

monstrous

in the field of
involving, this time, the Robinson-Rubens .
two

“the vast extent of industrialization- and the
speed at which it is being carried on” ‘
Has the basic equipment of industries been undermined, as we

“The answer is simple—the Bolsheviki '
machines to butter.

in his explanations as fascists like Goering, who also

it is a species of growing pains.

.

\

"oal-- -

(Pravda ; :

fmelgn correspondent is precisely to cover up the full extent of’
the crisis by admissions of “minor” and “temporary” difficulties.

Other Soviet Dispatches Equally « Colored”

. The_tendenticus nature , of reports from Russia that have -

recently appeared in the N. Y. Times extends to.other fields
as well, Thus, on February 10, the Times printed a dlspatch

on the current purge, without Durantys by- hne, but with ‘a .

familiar note. The idea the “dispatch” trles to sell is that the
cunent‘. purge is also neither “unplecedented nor so-°very ex-

tensive. The

anonymous correspondent has the gall to state that.
under Lenin there were “bigger and better”
produce this piece of falsification verbatim:

purges. We re-
“Numerically, 'as

great as such expulsions have béen, they do not compare with
the great purge of 1921, when Jt was estimated, one- third. of

the palty were expelled or placed on probatxon

The 1921.

“purge” took place-at the close of the Civil qu when the party

membership
four million

did not numbel more than 1,500,000 (as against
at’ the beginning of Stalin’s purge), when tens of

thousands of Bolsheviks had fallen on the field of battle, and’

v’hen, after

the victory, shady eleménts and caveerists were

attempting .to flood .the ranks of the paxty The purge thén
was divected agamst this scum, and not against thosé in any

way connected with the Octobel ‘revolution, as is

the case af

present. By printing these and similay falsmcatlans——wlth whlch
we shall deal in futme issues—the N. Y. Times. is, lepcatmg its

Lecold of the eguly d‘lys of the October Revolution; when )ts
columns wete opep to eve;y concelva.ble kmd of anti- Bolq\hevﬂ"'
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" Cordell Hull Says “No?” |

In reply to the questions of Senator
H‘lram Johnson concerning the existence
of an “alliance, agreement or understand-
ing” with England in case of war, or any
—agreement, “expressed or implied” for joint
navy action with another power, Secretary
of State Cordell Hull answered in a letter
" to" Senator Key Plttman with an emphatic
“NO '”
The. Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral
" Lieahy, answered similar questions put to
. him at sessions of the House Naval Affairs
- Committee with just as emphatic a “NO!”.
- But the same day the Hull letter was
~ made public in the press, Mr. Arthur Krock,
~ the New York Tiémes’ well-informed Wash-
“ington correspondent, wrote in a dispatch
(Feb. 9, 1938) that he is “expertly in-
formed that, should it at any time serve
‘the common interests of the two great de-
“‘mocracies [England and the U. 8. A.!],
7 their navies would automatically comple-
‘ment each other in the Pacific.”
. And efforts to call Mr. Krock for testi-
mony before the House Naval Affairs Com-
~ mittee were voted down under the whip of
its chairman, Rep. Carl Vinson.
"Whom shall we believe? Correspondent
Krock who says “Yes” or Diplomat Hull
-who says “No” to the question: “Have the
- imperialist bandits secret agreements among
themselves for common war action?”
Wlth all the respect undoubtedly due to
our Great Democratic Government and its
“Qreat Secretary of State, we believe Mr.
Krock.
Every 1mper1a11st power is 1nvolved in
“dozens - of treaties, agreements, “under-
'standings”—Xkept secret from the masses
and brought into play actively when the
masses are dragged into war to protect the
iinterests of the financial and industrial
~Yords” of the land. .

- :Diplomacy is the art of concealing the
truth about these treaties and telling lies
‘about them. Diplomats are the liars who
5 -'..practme the art. Why should the masses
"Believe one when none of his predecessors
“has given us any grounds for believing
- him? '
On August 3 1914, Foreign Secretary
Edward Grey came before the House of
“Commons in London, asking. for a declara-
“tion of war against Germany, and declared:
" “T come first, now, to the question of
. British obhg‘atlons I have assured the
House—and the Prime Minister has as-
. sured the House more than once—that if
any crisis such as this arose, we should
‘come before the House of Commons and
be able to say to the House that it was free
to decide what the British attitude should
“be,” that we would have no secret engage-
.ment which we should spring upon the
“House, and tell the House that, because we
»'-had entered into that engagement, there
~ Was an obligation of honor upon this coun-
try.’
. 'Sir Edward was lying like a trooper.
. When the Bolsheviks took power in Russia
thiree years later, they published all the
secret treaties which showed that there
were numeérous “secret engagements” which
England, France, Belgium, Russia and the
other belligerents had committed them-
»gelves to before the outbreak of the war.
Woodrow Wilson, coiner of ‘“‘open diplo-
smacy openly arrived at,” also deceived the
“miasses when he ran for President in 1916
under the campaign slogan of “He Kept
' Us Out of War!” and when, early in 1917,
" He asked Congress to declare war upon Ger-
“many. Because, on March 7, 1916, a year

T

~

ous memorandum oi er Fdward Grey and |
Colonel House which read:

“Colonel House told me [Grey] that
President Wilson was ready,
from France and England that the moment
was opportune, to propose that a Confer-
ence should be summoned to put an end to
the war. Should the Allies accept this pro-
posal, and should Germany refuse itf, the
United States would probably enter the war
against Germany.”

Like Si¥ Edward, Cordell Hull is an hon-
orable man. Like Mr. Wilson, Mr. Roose-
velt is an honorable man. But the masses
were tricked into the last “war for de-
mocracy”’ by honorable men and the same
ones are trying to trick the masses into the
next “war for democracy.”

If Hull says, “No, there are no secret
agreements,” we say, “No, we don’t believe
you and your kind.” The Russian workers
finally got to the secret files in. 1917 and
proved that those who refused to believe
the diplomatic liars were justified in their
skepticism. The American workers will
some day do likewise with the secret files
in the White House.

Footnote To Carleton Beals

Mr. Carleton Beals will be remembered
as the gentleman who withdrew from the
Dewey Inquiry Commission during its.

His attacks on Trotsky and the Commis-
sion promptly made him the darling of the
Stalinists.

Now comes a footnote to the case of Mr.
Beals written by the German Nazis. In the
December, 1937, issue of a virulently red-
baiting magazine published by them in
Berlin, Contra-Komintern, which describes
itself as the “Fighting Organ of the Anti-
Bolshevist World Movement” and calls
Trotsky ‘“the bloodhound of ‘War-Commun-

ism’, one of the instigators of the world
revolution” (Page 421), the Nazi editor
writes :

“One of the members of the Inqulry Com-
mission, the author Carleton Beals, finally
recognized the unworthy role for which he
had allowed himself to be misused and the
dubious personality for whom he was sup-
posed to stake his good name. Unequivo-
cally and categorically he declared his with-
drawal from the committee.” (Page 423).
Comment superfluous!

Falsifiers of Marx

Last Saturday, on the anniversary .of
Lincoln’s birthday, the Daily Worker in-
dulged in a veritable orgy of patriotic bally-
hoo as the exponent of Twentieth-Century
Americanism. As could only be expected
from this Stalinist sheet, history as it con-
cerns Lincoln and his soc1al ro]e was. falsi-
fled.

‘In wads of quotations (including the in-

evitable quotations from Marx) and in edi-
torial comment, Lincoln’s fight against
Negro slavery was extolled, but the full
Lincoln was nowhere to be discerned.

It was left to the ultra-reactionary New
York Sun to recall that Lincoln the Aboli-
tionist was also an ardent defender of the
system of private property This paper
quoted Lincoln as saying (March 21, 1864) :
“Property is the fruit of Labor; property
is desirable; it is a positive good in the
world. That some should be rich shows
that others may become rich, and hence is
Just encouragement to 1ndustry and enter-
prise.’

In Lincoln’s day the capltahst system of
private property was historically progres-
sive. Lincoln’s struggle to universalize
capitalist democracy against the reaction-
ary slave-owning Bourbons of the South
was likewise and unquestionably progres-
sive, Marx remained true to himself in
backing Lincoln and the progressive forces
of capitalism against the slavers.

“Today the system of capitglist private
property and its sham democracy is in de-
cline. It condemns multitudes to unemploy-
ment and starvation and exposes humanity
as a whole to the horrors of periodic wars.
It has lost all its progressive features and
is an obstacle to social progress.

The Stalinists, in defending capitalism
and capitalist democracy, and in seeking
to justify this by reference to Marx’s sup-
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" ANTILLYNCH BI

A Speech |

The United States Senate
By ALBERT GOLDMAN

Gentlemen: Some of you feel|rantees an acquitta
that you have already done yowr|of a governmental
duty, that is, you have done what|which under the
appears to you to be politically
advisable.  Thirty-seven of you
who are in favor of the anti-
lynching bill voted to close de-
bate and proceed to a vote. You
think that you have thereby
cleared your skirts and can go
back to your Negro constituents
with the claim that you are a
friend of the Negro people. What
else could anyone expect from
you? Did you not vote in favor
of closing debate and thus bring
the bill to a vote, something
which the two dozen Southern
senators refuse to permit by
their filibuster? And now there
is no use continuing the attempt
to pass the bill because the fili-
buster will prevent this august
body from considering other im-
portant measures!

Undoubtedly you. will succeed
in convincing some of the Negro
people that you were sincere in
your efforts to pass the Wagner-
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the course of a riot.
could certainly have treated the
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will be liable to the party injur-
ed or to his relatives in the sum
two thousand to ten
thousand dollars, the burden of
proving that the official used di-

government.

Even there it will not be so dif-
ficult to prove that the officer

ent the lynch-

ing and was overwhelmed by su-

here is a law
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the same way,

that is, the bill counld have pro-
vided absolute liability
part of any governmenta) subdi-
vision where a lynching occurs.
But property is more saered than

on the

Motive of Southern Senators .

The Dream of lsolation

The idea of “collective security”
has never been popular with the
majority of the people of this
country. This has been proved
on a number of occasions, most
conspicuously during the period.
following the last war. In spite
of the fact that the war itself
showed that neutrality for the
United States in a major Euro-
pean conflict was impossible, as
soon as the War was over Ame-
ricans - wanted to steer clear of
Europe.

This sentiment was Jeflected
in the Senate. Wilson came back
from Versailles with his head
full of the new Treaty, Briand’s
plans for collective security, and
the grandiose scheme for the
League of Nations. The Senate
blocked adherence to the League,
and in doing so undoubtedly re-
presented majority opinion.

Even now, with the entire Ad-
ministration, especially Roosevelt
and Hull, driving for collective
security, and with the outstand-
ing bourgeois press holding the
same perspective,
lective security Ludlow Amend-
ment came close to a wajority

MAJORITY FAVOR
NEUTRALITY POLICY

been traditionally in favor of
“isolation;” or, as it is often cal-
led, “neutrality.” There are his-
torical reasons for this feeling,

rope, even among
For one:thing, theére.is’ B
portant - geographical fact that{
the United States - is far away:
from any other great power,
whereas the European nations:
are situated right next to each
other. Again, there is the carry-
over from the hopes of the Ame-
rican Revolution, which was to

port of Lincoln against the slavers three-
quarters of a century ago, reveal thereby
their own. reactionary role in the working
class movement and the fact that nowadays
they refer to Marx, co-founder with Engels
of the revolutionary socialist movement,

before Wilson came before Conqress he
had before him and even revised the notori-

only in order to prostitute his teachings.

Stalin Waves

Heip Fight

Faded Flag

(Cont_ihued from page 1)

‘plea, pubhcly made on February
8, for “Great Britain, the United
-States and’ the Soviet Union to
“form an alliance.”

" The éase with which Hitler has
taken over Austria and the com-
.,placency with which this move
‘has been received in London and
‘Pdris show how far the parleys
have already gone toward the
creation of a bloc of the Euro-
ean powers dlrected against the
“ Soviet' Union. - In this perilous
situation, dizzy last-minute
twists of policy will be of no
“avail to Stahn.

5 = flying tlapeze What we have to
ﬂo, is to make sure , that when

That struggle will-'be waged: w1th—\

In connection with the Appeal
subscription drive and the anti-
war campaign of the Socdalist
Workers Party, this space in com-
ing issues will be devoted to pub-
lishing results obtained by party
locals in pushing the drive. The
comparative standing of the locals
throughout the-.country in gain-
ing new subscribers to the Appeal
will be given from week to week.
Prizes for the “go-getters” will
be announced later.

We feel that one of the most

bureaucracy is doomed.

The .workers of the world will,
indeed, be the only bulwark for
the Workers’ State in the dark
days to come. But they will ful-
fill this role adequately only.by
fighting unremittingly againsts
their own capitalist e¢lasses and
for the wvictory of Socialism,

st Stalm the hang-

effective ways of combatting the
war propaganda that has already
made itself heard in this eountry,
is to build the Appeal circula-
tion, particularly in the trade
unions, so that workers every-
where can know that Revolution-
ary Marxism and its only Ame-
rican inheritor — the Socialist
Workers Party — present and
work for the only principles and
program of action that will pre-
vent another “war to save demo-
eracy.” .
Therefore it is your duty, if
vou are not a subscriber, to sub-
scribe to the Appeal at once and
contribute to its maintenance if
you can. If you are a subseriber,
it is your duty to get one or a
dozen or hundreds of new sub-
seribers and in that way become
Lan  active partlclpant in
struggle against war.
Send in money qulckty for sub-
%Cuptwns and

the

_eontr ibutions -

build a new civilization freed
from the conflicts of the Old
World.
were the unparalleled resources
and opportunities for expansion
on the North American Conti-]
nent.

There "was always, of course,
hypocrisy and unreality in the
idea of “isolation.” Isolation from
Europe was found to be perfect-
ly consistent with the ruthless
extermination of the native in-
habitants of North America. The
Monroe Doctrine, dating from the
early years of United States his-
tory, was hardly an “isolationist”
conception. In actuality, from the

capitalism, isolation and neutral-
ity means only that up to a cer-
tain point in its history the Unit-
ed States had a sufficient sphele
for exploitation and advance. in
the Americas, and did not need
to develop a “world outlook.”

BASE FOR ISOLATION
NO LONGER EXISTS

As the United States entered
the imperialist stage of its de-
velopment, the economic Dbasis
for the policy of isolation was
destroyed. The idea of isolation
lingered on in a vacuum. This

the anti-col-

in the House of Representati\«res;g paration for

flmature and rather tired irony he

so different from opmxon in Eu-j
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lambitions

And, in addition, there

point of view of United States |

By James Burnham

'was already clear in the Spanish
War. It was fully shown by the
War of 1914-18. The ramifications
of American capitalism had be-
come world-wide, and it was
drawn irresistibly into the vortex
of world affairs.

With the last ‘War, the United
States became a creditor .nation,
and has since become the first
and most powerful of the impe-
rialist powers. Its whole inter-
nal economy now depends upon
its stake in the world market.

‘Without its foreign trade and
foreign capital investments, it
would be bankrupt within six

months. Far from decreasing in
importance, the foreign trade and
investments must  necessarily
play an ever morec crucial role.

BEARD SEES WHERE
POLICIES ARE LEADING

In the New Republic debate
over collective security between
{Earl Browder and Charles A.
Beard, there is no doubt at all
that Dr. Beard has much the best
{of the argument. He understands
what Browder’s argument means,
that it means advocacy and pre-
war;"-and with his

exposes Browder's meaning. He

. . “lTknows what Roosevelt is up to:
The majority of the people has-

“The Roosevelt Administration,
bewildered and baffled by the
economit impasse at home, s
employing sentimental coverages

for excursions abroad.”
He knows how “peace-loving”

'“Having all the European terri-
tory required by their traditional
and loaded with the
spoils of empire, Great Britain
and France do want neace—at
their price.... The great demo-
cratic powers want peace and the
possession of all they have....”
He knows that Italy and Germany
and Japan are driven by conflicts
too great to be stopped by any
peaceful “quarantines™: “I find
in history no justification what-
ever for assuming as truth that
Ttaly, Germany and Japan weould
surrender unconditionally to a
grand guarantine.”

UNDERSTANDS VALUE
OF DEMOCRACY

He knows also just what “de-
mocracy” is worth to imperial-
ism, and just how democracy is
served by imperialist war: “Does
anyone conversant with British
history veally believe that the
operations of the Br;itish govern-
ment since 1914, let us say, have
'been controlled by some concep-
tion of democracy, as distinguish-
ed from British interests in the
Mediterranean, Africa and else-
where? Or the operations of the
French government? What did
these governments do for demo-
¢racy in Germany between 1919
And if it comes
to another war for democracy
against the three offenders, have
we any ground for expecting be-
neficent results in the way of a
universal democratic advance?
All T ask anyone to consider on

and donf

. The war won't f; |
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this point is the record....”
Lastly, Beard knows the real
direction of Roosevelt’s program,
which Browder so ardently de-
fends: “That Roosevelt would
take them in (to the next world
war) swiftly if it comes is highly
probable. . ... 7
FAILS TO MAKE
POSITIVE PROPOSALS

Beard knows all these things
about the Roosevelt-Browder pro-
gram, about collective security.
But what does he propose in its
place? In the debate he makes
no explicit proposals. His views,
developed elsewhere in his writ-
ings, are left implicit. They are
the views of isolationismn; he
wants the Unlited States to stay
home and mind its own business.

But, in truth, this alternative
is no alternative at all; and
Beard’s program is no program.
The truth is that the business of
U.S. imperialism is everybody’s
business. The truth is that foreign
trade and capital markets are
necessary to U.S. capitalism if
it is not to collapse. There are
not enough markets to go around
among the powers. The competi-
tion for them is a life and death
question for each power. Theve-
fore, in the end, they—including
the United States, fight each
other for them.

DOES HE THINK
U. 8. WILL ABDICATE?

To assume that the U.S. ca-
pitalists;, controlling the U. S.
government, will not fight under
such circumstances, is to assume
that they will voluntarily abdi-
:ate, will stand by while the social
system which supports them goes
bankrupt. Does Dr. Beard, with
all his historical knowledge and
his irony, make such an assump-
tion ?

The idea that isolation is pos-
sible for imperijalist United Stutes
is thus an empty illusien, utteily
unrelated to historical and eco-
nomic reality. If it and those
who advocate it arve less treach-
erous than collective security,
the illusion of isolation is also
a most powerful danger. For it
is an illusion which leads the
masses away from the genuine
fight against war, dissipates their

b Take Bmadway—Brooklvn lme;_f \
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energies in emipty air, and leaves
helpless
breaks out in spite of—in part
because of—the illusion.

(This is the third in a series
of four articles by James
Burnham on the New Repub-
lic debate over collective se-
curity between Earl Browder
and Charles A. Beard. The last
article, summarizing the Marx- |
ist answer to collective se-
curity, will appear in the next
issue.)

them when the war

Van Nuys anti-lynching bill. But
1 assure you wmany white and
Negro workers will see through
the hypocrisy which is glaringly
evident in the bill itself and in
the attitude of the large bloe of

senators supporting the bill for

political reasons.

Ttypocrisy of Northern
Democrats

T am afraid that 1T must agree
with the reactionary, white-
chauvinistic Senators from. the
South that the bill was introdue-
ed with the sole purpose of sen-
abling the Northern Democrats to
make sure of the Negro vote. It
is ¢common knowledge that many
of the Senators Trom the North‘-
ern States, where many Negro
voters reside, are actually against
the bill but dare not come out
openly in opposition to it. The
purpose of the bill is essentially
to fool the Negro voters.
matter of fact, all of you are
constantly occupied with the task
of fooling not only the Negro
people but all the people. If you
and your like did not succeed in
deceiving the wide masses do you
think they would tolerate the
capitalist system for one mo-

and Negro workers would per-
mit themselves to be exploited,
would suffer hunger and misery,
would consent to be cannon fod-
der in capitalist wars if they
were not deceived by the capital-
ist politicians, press, school and
.church?

By the way, let me call your
attention to the greatest hypo-
crite of all of you, the man who
sits " in the White House, Pres-
ident Roosevelt. This great friend
of the people, the Negro people
included, I presume, is as silent
as a sphynx. Not a word has he
vttered in favor of the bill, not
a sentence has he written urging
his supporters to vote for the
bill. This shrewd politician hopes
to make the Negroes think that
he favors the bill and at the same
time avoid antagonizing the
Southern Democrats by actually
coming out in its favor. He will
certainly be happy if the bill
never passes so that he will not
be forced to sign or veto it.

Weakness of Bill

Let us consider the provisions
of the bill and see whether it
will bring about the desired ef-
fect of stopping the inhuman
lynchings of innocent Negroes?
In the first place, it should be
known that the bill does not at-
tempt to punish any leader or
member of a lynching mob. If it
is possible under present condi-
tions to stop lynching, it can be
done only by a vigorous prosecu-
tion for murder of the leaders
and members of a lynching mob
and “not by the method proposed
in this bill. )

The Wagner bill threatens to
penalize the official in charge of
any prisoner who is lynched or
the goveimamental subdivision
where the lynching occurs. Be-
fore any official can be success-
fully prosecuted it will have to
be proved that he wilfully ne-
glected to use all diligent efforts
to prevent the lynching. I hope
that no one is foolish enough to
believe that a prosceutor, assum-
ing even that he is interested in
obtaining a conviction, will have
an easy task before a jury in the
Soyth. The burden of proof, of
course, will be on the prosecu-
tion and that practically gua-
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BIZARRE SOCIAL
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The Famous Red Dancers
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Village Forum

The Village Branch of the
S. W, . will hold an open
educational mecting this Fri-
day, February 18, at 8:30 P.
M., at the home of Dr. Paul
Luttinger, 5 Washington
Square, North. Frank L.
Demby, member of the Nation-
al Committee of the Y.P.S.L.,
will speak on “France in Fer-:
ment.” There will be quiestions

’ttmd dlscussmn. Admlsqmn free
1¢ : .

As a-

ment? Do you think the white

: ﬁas brothers free

. Why are the Southern Senators
50 bitterly opposed to a bill; the
effectiveness of which "can- be
questioned even for the purpose
it is intended to serve? Should
the bill pass, white masters will
continue to have their properties;
they will continue to explojt both
Negro and white” workers; = tlie
share-cropper ‘will. continue: to
live on the brink of starvation;
and the Negroés wiJl still be spat
upon, reviled and terrorized. The
Northern States have shown that
lynching can be limited to re-
volutionary workers, as_in the
case of Frank Little, or" that it
can be done with all the legal
forms, as in the case of Sacco
and Vanzetti, without in- the’ least
disturbing the well- bemg of the
capitalist c]ass

The ' arrogance of the rulmg
whites in the South knows ‘no
bounds. They will not permit any
encroachment upon their right
to do-as they please with- their
“niggers.” And then there is a
possibility that the Negroes, even
though -they may be mistaken,
will think that - there- is some
‘power‘to protect them against the
brutality of the-white’ bosseq and
this .thought might causé- thein
to lift up their heads. The Sona-
torial representatives of - the
white ruling class of the -South
are anxious to prevent -the
slightest concession to the people
who ereated all the wefllth of the
South. .

How Lynching Will End

It is necessary that the Negro
workers clearly understand the
nature of this antj-lynching bill
and the motives of those who
have introduced it and support
it, as well as those who are op-
posed to it. The Democrats who
allegedly support it, do so be-
cause they see a chance to'as-
sure themselves of a huge num-
ber of Negro votes. The Senators
who' oppose it are wnwilling to
yield an inch of their right to
keep the Negro in utter degrad‘l-
tion.

The Negro workers must un-
derstand that even if the bill is
passed (and it has very _little
chance of passing) jt js doubtful
whether it will have any effect
upon lynchings. 1 shall vote for
the bil] because, as weak as it'is,
it might conceivably have some
slight effect in saving the life
of a Negro. The Sociglist Work-
ers’ Party states clearly that a.
far more effective method  than
this bill to stop lynchings in the
South is for the Negro and white
workers to organize. and shake
their united fist in the face of
the white masters, Only a united
struggle of ~white and colored
workers will improve the horrible
conditions of "the working class
of the South. Do not rely upon
the charitable feelings ‘of the
masters; do not depend upon the
good wi]l of the Northern Demo-
crats. Rely only upon your unit-
ed strength. :

Against Capitalism

And it is not enough to strug- -
gle against lynching alone. There
is very little choice between be-
ing lynched and starving " to
death. Lynching is only one of
the results of the conditions under
which both -Negroes and white
workers are compelled to live. So

permitted to rule this - country,
so long will there' be unemploy-
ment, war, terroy, ‘sta%vatio'n-ﬂ
Iynching.

Not an anti-lynching bill will

bill introduced by a workers’ go- -
vernment abolishing the right &f
the white ruling ‘class to owh
the wealth of this countyy and
exploit the workers of all races .
and creeds: For the Negroes o -
gain complete economlc, “political
and. social equality,” .and. for the
white and Negro warkers to Jive. -
frpm he' ex-

long as the white capitalists are

do away with lynching, but.a = -




