
NOTE concerning this scan of May 1927 New Masses: 
 
The May 1927 issue of New Masses is beautiful, unusual, and rare.   
 
Beautiful and unusual in that it is the seventh and last issue of New Masses printed to 
employ a dash of color (red to red-orange in color)  ink in its cover and in its center 2 
page wide graphic.  The first six issues of New Masses starting with the initial May 1926 
issue employed color ink in their front and back covers, and in a number of the works of 
graphic art inside.  All issues after the October 1926 issue for the remaining 22 years of 
publication of this periodical were printed using only black ink.  Except one.  This one. 
One assumes the limited (only in the front cover and the two page center graphic) use of 
color was a celebration of the one year anniversary of the printing of New Masses. 
 
Rare in that while generally  all of the early New Masses issues (prior to June of 1929) 
are more rare … more hard to find… than those that followed, the May 1927 issue is 
exceptionally rare.  Neither Hatcher Labadie Library at U. Michigan nor Tamiment 
Library has an original copy of it in their collections.   
 
Six months into working on this archive project I had despaired of getting an original 
issue to personally scan with my own exacting high resolution techniques.  I managed to 
put together some scans from poor quality black and white  xerographic photocopies 
made by Theodore Watts many years ago as part of his research for creating the index to 
New Masses.  Later,  Paul Thomas at Stanford’s Hoover Library  very kindly and 
generously provided excellent color scans of the cover and center art from the copy 
Hoover Library had.  But their copy was in a bound volume, and the scans suffered from 
both trimming of the pages and distortion at the gutter of the bound volume. There was 
nothing Paul could do about that.  I also obtained a very low resolution image of the full 
un-cropped cover from a thumbnail of it found on the Internet. 
 
Then Lorne Bair rare booksellers found and sold to me an original of May 1927. 
 
The scans that follow are MOSTLY from that original issue I bought from Lorne Bair 
books, now in my personal collection.  However, the cover of that issue had significant 
chipping damage to one edge.  Therefore, I am presenting with this pdf file of the issue 
three renditions of the cover.  One... the first one… is my scan of the cover of my issue.  
It’s followed by the scan Paul Thomas made for me of Hoover Library’s copy. And then 
followed by a very low resolution (was a thumbnail) scan that shows fully the intact left 
side of the cover issue. I also included a crop from the photocopies Ted Watts loaned to 
me, that provides the three or four words missing from my scan of page 2 (back of the 
front cover) that were lost due to the chipping damage to my issue’s cover. 
 
---marty 
 
Martin H. Goodman MD 
Director, Riazanov Library digital archive projects 
July 22, 2015   San Pablo, California 
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