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Shall Prisonbe Dobs'Tomb?|
The Organized Power of Workers

can prevent it

Prisons have always been notorious for' eruelty and un-
epeakable injustice. Established upon the concept that the

prevention of crime coukl be brought about by unusual cruel-| .,
ties practiced upon the inmates, prisons have continned thru |

the' centuries down to the present day as schools for erime
imstead of imstitutions of reform and betterment. While claim
ing to be the most advanced of all nations the penal institu-
tions of this country coatinue the_practices and the punish-
ments that have made European battiles famous for inhuman-
ity and injustice.

The dungeon, ball and chaim, manacling of the wri
da\s, \\(-(-ks, even months on a bread and water diet; the sus-
pension in mid air by the wri
few of the mbumanities rmc‘wed with very, very few excep-
tions in all our prisons. They are practiced in the federal|y
prison at Atlants, Ga.. where Eugene V. Debs is condémmed
10 spend ten yeurs of his life if he shall live that long in a
p]we where such inhunwnity occurs daily. Many political
prisoners have died under such treatment. Many more have
contracted diseases which will shorten their lives. Many have

* gone insane. Political prisoners are, as a rule, treated with less
consideration than any other olass of prisoners. A murderer is

treated with respect compared to the treatment that is accord-|.; K
been jailed for their|caim
opinions which did not happen to jibe with those of the official ||

ed those of our comrades who hs

family ‘of the present administration at Washi:
That the United States Government, meaning the admini-
-, stration as represented by Woodrow Wilson is determined to

kifl Debs is but a logical deducation to be drawn from the yer

facts. Debs is a source of danger to the Wilson administration;
dhngerous to the ccomomic masters it serves.
administration is well aware of.
dangerous. to it in prison than outside. He is still less danger-
ous in his grive than alive, tho behind prison bars. There
fore, Debs will remain where he i
less the workers by thei

¢ organized might force open the
prison doors. —

Debs might have had his frecdo, it he had cared moro
been less sensible of 215

for himself than for his class. If he
his own welfare, less thoughtful of the thousands of other

political prisoners. But Deos chose a life sentence in jail rather 2

than to seck freedom for himself only, while his comrades were
condemned to years in prison.
And is Debs bearng up under the strain of prison life?

Debs is diffarent from most of us. He thinks in flowers and|

souls; he fecls and cries and suffers with those in pain. Prison
is all pain and so Debs suffers daily the tortures inflicted upon
the lowliest of inmates.

A letter has just bern received from Liberator Attorney

Castleton. It’s another call to action. Read it. Then sit down |t ic™

for five minutes and THINK
DO SOMETHING

IT OVER. And then get up and

where-withall to do something with.

GET INTO ACTION

FOLLOWING LETTER.

Atlanta, Ga., Oct. 4th, 1919,

To All Comrac - &

My heart is sad to<lay, for the slim an

but the shadow, the mere shost of his formgFself. Wednesday
T arranged to have him bid Alex. Berkmam #Good-hye”

when he came ito the warden’s offce T was frightened for |}

saw before me our beloved Gene looking gravely ill. He h.u] a
gray stubble of two days growth upon his sallow fac i
cyes seemed to have lost their flashing sparkle of life, ln<

was taught and worn and his throat bagged. The physi
Debs looked almost dead — and all our hearts were sad —

spite of Gene's inspiring, fighting spirit which. he will keep /<"

until the very end. Debs will die fighting
with words of love for the workers on hi:

for the proletariat,
lips. Jf Debs is not

released from here at once the federal penctentiary at Atlanta|s
Ga., will be his tomb. It is a physical impossibility for him to |30

hold out much longer.

senses that his end is near. But he is consoled with

his faith in’the rank and file of his comrades now triumphant-
Wi

ly winning the world, €0 that. emancipated proletarians may
work ovut their destiny together.

How Debs wishes he could met his comrades face to face
— talk to them once more before he leaves this world! How
he loves life, his comrades, the Great Cause.

No matter what happens
the very end. And it is the <pi
the world. Gene feels that thero are millions of comrades the

world over working for the new day, where there were but [}

thdusands hefore m.d he is happy because our great cause is,
meoting with v

« The personali bs has created a spiritual and mental
rcmhmw\ at the Atlanta prison. Not only_have the political
prisoners learned to love him mor than éver before, but there
are men who are brav ¢ “HOLE! and other prison
punishment te show him a little kindness, a token of good
will and_com-adeship. There are prisoners there who would|
gladly serve Debs’ ten years term in prison if that were|
poasible. 5
T shall sce Gene in the next few s and write again.
He sends his love to all the comrades. He still repeats
“lnll the boys I am all right”’.

 Sineerely yours
SAMUEL M. CASTLETON.
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ts with iron chains are only alj,

This fact the |X
But it believes he is lese)s

he will die where he is un-|"

. AND right now the best thing you can i
“do is to_gather Liberation Fands so that we will have the i
h

and you will if you READ THE ‘

slender Gene is |

Gene will remain tiue red tofor
t of Debs that will conquer
t

| (1e1d 1n Chicago, 1.

Alexander ~ Rerkm

-|trs of ours, to express an_independ-

anarchist and soted Inbor luder, was
released  fom

ars for alleged o)
war-timo draft laws.
ved many years o 0 in Americ-
an_ prisons. Following T Homene
strikes of 18 rved fourteen
ears in a Penn. prison om account
strike activities, ‘The  follawing post.
"l'!m!ll by him is

as m_v -n

\lrr walls Ibo Ivodv ul
Debs and many othér political
cla Read Berkman's|s
he horrors of Atlaota
P resolve that not a
unm hour shall pass without you doing
in your
Trimes. shoiast” your comrader to
ynd.

an

Berkman's Statement
- o preseat

sume throcs

t
the

f e sovalled ‘u.:u,

3
councetion w:th

o
l£°1..n bas ser |

e sbject,
bave weather.
siote then. The
have Jearned a o
e days of the

o

an
That | the  wall And
lb im-|gathering forees of I
labor today by huyonct and mitnbine  gun.
oon” the [ vo ed
Labor will
o

solidarity. That
i alvo the

ermed ‘on Ameries
the workers of
American  Federatio

industrial

(to hokd an’ opiaion of thelr own

to en Debs
Cihere are. immurea. behind Iron bars

industrics—the rail
VI beeause they love liberty mor

ex- i

Iosser Brutalities

an ‘honest| man.  Ideals camnot Le
i rcan  the  cternal
(pirit of Hberty be_ exterminated by

shutting  p

kop to e fo us that trive to re.
erate society, to

the average prisoner.
Btates

y,
disgrace
seientious

industrial prisoners, 5

becn given an amnesty, thmuh even

+.[the most reactionary ' e t

i have long
sociul protestants
re s any manbood
the people of \menm they should
mmedia voice the most
'.n... and for a gesisral amaeas
£ all political and. ipdastrial prison

objeetors

de
throughout industries -
right of the toilers to t
Wi, Bl Tproduct oy
dngd of capitalistic ish
PR g *
he prole by o e

industrial autoc-

sithation
nt aspirations

nifv. even in_ the face of

avest dangers to themsalves.

Spoke With Debs.

be
libetry and
the” last
has “wow be- |
this free coun-'is

the most elevated position  for

Be
considers  the
the

America sl
the samo as

.| riminal,

prison  thg  politicals

worse thanf the average
A banker who got .away
savings of poor widowx
eives i

the m

than  his
spegial

@

ratio whi
wio loves more.

nation.

Brutality in Prisons.
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The Municipal Elections

Numerous locals in Ohio are courageonsly waging munic-
ipal campaigns.

These_campaigns are ‘being conducted upon a uniform
CommnmnSochlm municipal plm.form, adopted by the state
membership.

an
These are the ﬂm political campaigns ever wlged in this

| country along the lines of the NEW Socialism, the Sacialism
in|Which seeks, not to reform the capitalist state, hnt which de-

‘| mands’its abolition, demands workers’ control and workers’

of these have been
prmud for the !oedx by !he mu office and they are qug
la;

| Tactical Problems

An Answer to an Attack upon Ohio

| and its Municipal Blections.
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|| our readers, were against the rational party. Wocﬂlumm

ying the
for the NEW political action and teaching the workers, for
the first time, the direct road to emancipatiom
These campaigns, must of necessity in this ‘election, be
made under the name of the Socialist Party. The signatures to

1| the nomination petitions were gathered under that name and in i

many instances the tickets were filed under that name. The
new party designation, in many of these locals, can not go into

But carrying on the campaign under the name of the
Socialist Pmy does not make these campaigns reactionary in|;
character. It is not llu party name which makes a party re.
actionary or rev y. It is the of the party
which decides this question.

‘While these municipal campaigns have been on, the Ohio

Socialist has been zompelled to severely criticize that Socialist |1

Party nationally. because of its reactionary national official-
-|dom. These criticisms do not in any way apply to the party in
this state, nor to any local which is making its campaign npon |
the official municipal platform.
Readers of the Ohio Socialist should keep this in mind.

The Socialist Party in this state, (now the Communist Labor |v

Party) is not affiliated with the Socialist Party of the United

States. It is not so affiliated because the Socialist Party of the
United States is & Scheidemann party,
¢.|crucial moment, will turn upon the workers and compromise
with the capitalist class.
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Seizing The Capitalist State
$ “The most fmportant means of capturing state power for, the workers
4s the action of the masses, proceeding from the place where the workers are
gathered together—in the l-hm and factories. The use of the political machin-
ey of the capitalist lllh for '-l‘l purpose is only secondary.

—Paragraph 6 of Party and Labor Program of the Commuaist Labor Party.

The entire hope of lator les in the rank and file movement. Ofticials

and leaders have & tendency to grow comservative and by the power which

officialdom gives them to build up a machine ur\Qa Pperpetuation of con-
servatism In the labor movement.

The slogan of the Communist Labor Party is ‘*ALL POWER TO THE|,

‘WORKERS.'' But the acquirement of power by the rank and fllg can arise

oniy thru' action by the rank and flle. An active, agressive and vigilant rauk .

and file.can gather and hold the power necessary for its emancipation and the
Febullding of civihization upon the lines of Communist Socialism,

I
The Communist Labor Party 1s a party of ACTION, Not only of action

4n theory but in fact. Thc nnging note thruout fts piatform and program iy
3 call to action by tie niasses. The development of A rank and file
movement has progressed in spite of and against the counsel of the offictaldo:
of Iabor unlons. It has culminated 1 this country and in Caneda in the orgau-
dsation of Shop Committee and Shop Stewards movements. These are orgaul-
3ations of workers on the job in the places where the evidence of the indenty
<of the interests of the wcrkers is indisputible.

The advocacy of Industrial Unionism by the Communist Labor Party is
Tosagd upon the fact that the workers, in their political attempts to capture the
<capitalist state find thenselves unable to nse the machinery of the capitalis:
WAt for their purpose, and miust therefore create a new machinery whereby to
-aftain thelr end.

Bvery soclal system develops the necessary political machinery for its
t

own This machinery can not serve the 'interests of

.the Class which is seeking the overthrow of that system for the purpose of .

-erecting another in its stead. It is forced to create its own. machinery as A
vehléle with which to acquire political power.

The ballot when used by labor for !ts own purposes has mot proved
“effective as & means of gaining the ends sought. Numerous instances might be

srepalled wheren the expresicd wish of majorities representing lahor had been |\
aepdered inocusus by the courts of capitalism. Victories for labor at the )ﬂ.\lal1

ox have many times proved to be crushing defeats - Capitalm will not|
lve according to laws but at any moment
Tortnitous circumstances, labor threatens the power of capital, recourse is taken

its own

“th¥ capitalist state is sat in motion against the workers,

Yet every sush defeat tauches a tremendons lesson. The hollownes of
copitalst Justice and fairplay are then seen it in their true light. The educa-
ti6nal and propaganda value of xuch a phenomena of the capitalist state is of

great value and should be used as such. Such ballot box victories as are won

“ny labor give tparralled oppo:iunities for agitation and propagands, but their
actual and specific value as a weans of grasping the capitalist state and
‘making it function as 2 workingclass {ndustrial democracy exists only in
imagination.

The Communst Labor Party is a party of action which mmmm not

‘every two or four yoars upon eiection day, but every day in the year stands|.,:

:pledged to the nse of every rasource at its command for the economic organiz.
tion of the workers in revolntiouary industrial unions. It will support morall

financially and with its press every activity of the rapk and filo of labor toward
t

“this end.
To the workers we say. Join an industvial unfon. Form a Shop Committes

“in the placo where you work for the purpose of elevating the conditions of [,

-employment, of handilug greviances, of teaching mass action; of conceatrating

the that of the workers ugon iidustrial democracy in the shops and replacing |}

CTAft consciousness with class.consciosuness.,
Torm a Saop Committec with tha
"WORKERES."*

stogan
Paying The Cost.

Not 4l the cost of the nation's pacticipation in the world war wore

Ppaid when you settled for your liberty bonds: notall its costs are included in

“taxes and high prices of beans and flour aud bacon and shoes.
High as was the cost in liver of the nation's best young manhood, :

S bigher cost was paid in the epidemic of Spanith Influenza that followed ||

the cessation of hostilidies. Tnat tno epidemic was a by.product of the war,
arising from mal-nutrition, bad Lousing, devitaization of the people as a
result of war conditions, is the geueral opinion of Investigators.

During the last year conditious have not improved. Rents have gous
higher, building has nowhere come up to the requirements, as a result the ev.ls

‘of bad housing are still extart. The essential foods are as dear if mot dearer ||’

“than A year ago. The 1esult is a further devitalization of the pooter classes.
The, high prices of shoes and woolens create an Inviting condition for puen-
moula. Agair It is the woiker #ho pays. Always be pays the cost of war. He
Pald the death toll on the Lattle field. He paid the economic cost. His labor
produced all that was destroyed.all that was wasted. He is paying the cost lu
+evil living conditions which have already reaped a tremendons harvest of death.

Afver a
are ‘sounding the alarm of the prescnce of the dread ravage in bur midst.
I the city of Cleveland, O.. tie aeaith officials offer dgures that prove how
Justified ars these warnings. A fow days 3go the number of cases of influeazs
1n the city numbered 19 campared %o only 1 of the same date of a year ago.
“These cases, the \uthorities submitted, were almost entirely in the poorer sec
‘Hons.of the city. where bad howsing, malnutrition (and evil lving con-
ditions wero most Zeneral. 8o we Lave 'the evidence,of)who is paying the
costy Oould the workers have furseca bow the cost {fould be paid perhaps--
the war would not have begus. Peikaps, but'not nmy It is only: when aa
accumulayios of misery beycud the strength of ma to bear crushes him to
the very dust that tbe arises and destroys the canses of his misery. Man acts.
Dot by reason but thru scoromic mctives.
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“*ALL POWER TO THE|),
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e Zeft Wing Zooenm. Ty

National Emergency Convention

Elected From the 20, 21, 22 District. .

in -hm. ‘h-nh zal Emergeney Con.
o

ke fgbt for Lett
in the Socialist Parte
a National Left Wing Con-
ynmm. held in New York
0 24, which was attended by del
from all marts of the Unitel
Zitt, Brabtin and' Sutken
hery nttended this convention aa e
anten from Local Cuahoga um nty a
foom uncil ta eall & con
revolutionary elemeats
pember 1st, the
Tabor Party " catled " for
erence eall u conference in litionary
f)nrnpn Neptember, 1t of ‘all revolu in Chicage. We ware
with (L f o

iring these  elements 2o,

2 Commuaat Tarty that m y be organ
{zed"by Laft Wing delegates secoing o
from the convention of the Soclalist
Party to be held Angoat 3008,
This_motion  corsti ' CLEAR
MANDATE 1o the delegates seending
from the Sacinlist Party convention
TO ORGANIZE the Communist Part

of Olio delegates

0 constitutes
| Council to
REVOL

munist the convention for whien
was called by that curions eumlun:llon.
Russian
Nothing Ruthenberg or aoy of
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National Left Wing Conference,
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KL tember Jat, and
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2ot trom e Rociatie Purty
“lon were to organize.

The Teft Wing delegates
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booklets which you should help place
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more at 6c.
VENTION, 10c, 20 or Taiore as .

YOUR LOCAL- WHERE AND WHEN IT MEETS

Your Local’s Advertisement Will be Inserted Under this Heading at the
Rate of $2.50 for One Year.

LOCAL COLUMBUS
Sociallst Party of Ohlo,
Moots Every Thursday, 8 P.
Hall 50%; W. Gay Btreet

LOCAL AKRON

Soclalist Party of Oblo M5
Meets Bvery Friday Evening
LOCAL CINCINNATI
Meets Every Thursday, 8. P. M.
Lectures Every Sunday, 8.

BOCIALIST HALL
1514 Vine 8t.

LOCAL YOUNGBTOWN
Socialist Party of Ohlo
Moets Every Friday, 8:00 P. M,
st Bustoell Hall, 127 Weet Federal

oor.

t.

LOCAL WARREN
Mot Bvay Damday 4 7:30
M. Organization Hall,
l:, umm 8t, Near mna
..Nat'l Bank, Warren, Ohlo.

LOCAL HAMILTON
Meets Every Friday Evening
8 P. M.

SOCIALIST HALL
38 High St, Third Floor.

LOCAL KENMORE

Boclalist Party of Ohlo
Meets Bevery Friday, 7:30 P. M.
FFERS HALL

LOCAL CANTON

Soclalist Party of Ohlo

Meets Every Thursday at 7:30

P. M, at Soclalist Headquarters,
328 Tuscarawas St, B

Cor. 15th St and Boulevard
Keamore, Ohlo.

-— LOCAL NILES
LOCAL SANDUSKY Soctalist Party of Ohlo

Soclalist Party of Ohlo
Moets First and Third W

IN BUSSIA,
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m'n:‘!:‘ THAT SHOOK THE WORLD, John Reed, 200 each—5 or more
a each.
THE WORLD'S 'REVOLUTIONS ,Untermann,
oore, $1. no each.
vu.\n. mul D | PROFTT

50c. each—5or more 40c. each.
=5 or more Be. each.
e your otder. r'omy
THE SQCIALWT PARTY OF OHIO. 307 GLAKK AVE. OLEVELAND.
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Communist Propaganda

League.

Emerson on Tyranny

““The martyr cannot be dmhonomd Fevery lash
inflict>d is a tongue of fame; every prisan a more illu-
strious abode; every burned book enlightens the world;
every suppressod word reverberates thru the carth from
fiide to sie. The minds'cf men are at last aroused;
reason looks out and ]uillﬁm her own, and malice finds
all hpr work vain. It s the whipper who is whipped,
and the tyrant who js undone,”

RALPH ‘WALDO EMERSON




o strongly and Boﬂm Jm.lh daily Dﬁl
mkneol&pmber? publishes a letter from
, Mr. N. Shiffrin, in which
Teports his interview with the editor of the mlitary p;pn" of

Russian’ counter-revolutionary Northen army, who came

getting darker and darker.

3 to Copenh: o Wi reming. Gradually it gr.'m harder| to dnhngmsh the naked from the
3 .hm mm&'ﬁ blu'?,;:e ﬂ&ﬁ’é&" :h‘n’:;:l‘\‘ u.l'."; ;wmn:: 2 / - | |dressed, thers'ia a chaos of restlessly moving limbs. Licut-
: based on what he had heard from ofhers and. not on|,,. ‘Well then. sbout tiio regiment,” contifiued the editor:|cnant K. and myself approach newrer to them. Only now aia
h'ls’:wn ubs::vn:\n:w ';he cummundr:; then n;e( him to| ' They were senteneed to be skot. But befofe being shot they|y enabled to observe them individually, Here are 4hree or
relate his personn! osperience wid observations st the front had to dig their own graves. four digging a common grave. I can see only their shoulders,
This request was met at firet with suprise. a ““The ion of C. ists usually takes place-during their bodies are hidden in the ditch,
I “‘But I coild only see how we trealed the Ra;hl" ![f Shiffrin|sunset, on a field near a church. It is tmhght. The air is full At last the graves hnve slready the necessary depth.
. was, nevertheless, intercsted il the actual experierjcd of the[of the odor of fragrant nort rthern flnv‘rm The green d‘ome The condemned sigh from weariness. Many of them throw
b editor, and the Intter’s reluctance was overcome by the cor-|of the villege chureb is seen, by sleepy poplars, iy o clvee on the soft. wet ground, and rest. It is their last
respondent’s introductory card from an anti-Bolshevist friend|whose leaves .ate always restless in the daytime, But in the repose. Only now I notice that many of them have their foet LABOR PARTY
2 of the editor. Mr, Shiffrin assures the readers that he quotes)twilight, when there is not tlie slightest Lreeze, the poplars! bandaged. They have already boen wonnded in the struggle. Sl
. the gruesome story thiat followed literally, word by word, as]seem sorrowful, and stand motionless around the wooden (Ne ly and incoherently, ad if he were stuttering 3207 mmmu.-
5 -*‘Nervous! 0
T2t T b ot oA e s o [FAt K G o v it o et ik s b 4 VESREIES
‘e {J " . : - . Iy %
i As youknaw, (i Bobhirikd liaiged ;h:hg;;mg;;fl;;{ fickd; pensints, womén, children, soldiers. They stand close| fronyrog® of% thelt fingors and vt them fo the Iieatenan:
3 strap the intiala o the mortyr Kur Licbknecht, W captured “ogether, 1 shea during a storm. The condemmed e frst| O ‘of Bom has a ey eaing on he Island, 7Y
Khl d th tried. of all ordered to tzke off their clothes. (The front is poor, the other lcaves a wife, residing on Gorokhovava. The others COMMITTEE
me of the il Licbknocht regiments, and they wero tried| g’ teie aniforms ave badly necded. They aro used by tholyt "0 i 1008 PO A cvery one of them hus 8| Misemiiechn o
The trial at White front is brief: every soldier ‘:;‘mt“{“ White soldiers. In order to save the clothes from getting home, a wife, children, relatives. They feel as if they had been| ik Camey, 4
&, and it ' tht be is communist he i Smtncdtoteh srled with bloo or tora by bullets, the Communists e 07| (e long s, T cainot oxpiain otherwiso heie. bsoute| St ik
& ummmM whdeia: }:v I;m;mlx:g;:dshoonng“(\\‘:a e f 1::‘" dered to undress before they are shot.) calmness ard indifference, a :?'mcnllv Russian indiff e kg
: fhan the Tieda!): And the Reds areywell avame it % #iSlowly the condemned trke off their shirts, and wingl L0 B RS 5 X e
1 “Lieptenant K. approached 1}3(- regiment and addressest |y o Goshes togather into a bundle, they put them aside. i 11\8 :;xde ‘:ﬂ gfn'w at mnhe a X mnfumst of you? Inx: Edgar Titinots. &
£ ﬂ)em in a stern and cold 'f““‘"“" “Those,of you who are true| 14 is very queer, one might think that they were -getting|hect FFY ol R stf manner he replies: The “"““‘%l‘“ i

show 3 t0 be and: step for-

“A painfully oppressive interval....The captives know
what this means, And... slowly, in closed ranks, over half cf
the regiment steps forward.

“I had never before had the opportunity to witness the
iceremony of passing such a death sentence, O, no! ' forgot.
saw a capturad Conmunist some time before this. He was
granted the privileg: to he shot in the back. \\nh his back

ready to bathe!

“They stand: theve in the ficld, freezing, and in the
~noonhzht their skin appears x-\lr(-mol\' white, almost trams-
parent. Each of them is given a pnk axe, and they begin
digging large, common: graves.
“I remember the first thought that came to my mind:
1t must be painfal to pross the cold iron of the pickaxe with
ane’s nakad feet. Tt nust cut into flesh,

“It took some time before the Communists had dug out
their own graves. After digging for a quarter of an hour the

The world needs happiness!’
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